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PREFACE 


MAHAPRAJNAPARAMITASASTRA 

nAgArjuna 

ETIENNE LAMOTTE 

Here is a first attempt at an annotated translation of chapters I to XV of the Mahdprajndpdramitd 
(abbreviated as Mpps) by Nagarjuna. The work has not come down to us in the original Sanskrit, but only 
through the intermediary of a Chinese translation, the Ta tche tou louen. This version which contains 90 
chapters (p'in) in 100 rolls (kiuan), is by the Kuchanese Kumarajlva who worked in Tch'ang ngan in the 
Siao yao Park, in 404 or 405 A.D. 1 I (Lamotte) have used the edition of Taisho Issaikyo, vol. XXV, no. 
1509; the numbers in the margins of this translation refer to the pages and columns of this edition 2 . 

The Mpps is a commentary on the Pancavimsatisahasrika Prajndpdramitd (abbreviated as Pancavimsati) 
'The Perfection of Wisdom in Five Thousand Lines', as it appears in KumarajTva's Chinese translation Mo 
ho pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, T VIII, no. 223). Of this Pancavimsati we have four Chinese translations, 
one Tibetan translation, one Sanskrit revision and one Tibetan translation of this Sanskrit revision. 

1. The four Chinese translations are: 

i) The Kouang tsan king (Taisho, Vol. VIII, no. 222) in 27 chapters (p'in = parivarta) and 10 rolls (kiuan) 
by Dharmaraksa, dating from 286 A.D. 

ii) The Fan kouang pan jo king (Taisho, vol. VIII, no. 221) in 90 chapters and 20 rolls, by Moksala amd 
Samgharaksa, dating from 291. 

iii) The Mo ho pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, vol. VIII, no. 223) in 90 chapters and 27 rolls, by Kumarajlva, 
dating from 403-404. This version is reproduced in its entirety and abundantly commented in the Ta tche 
tou louen. 

iv) The second part of the Ta pan jo po lo mi king (Taisho, vol. VII, no. 220), in rolls 401 to 478, contains 
long extracts from the Pancavimsati. The translation is by Hiuan tsang and is dated at 660-663. 

T. Matsumoto has prepared a useful concordance for these four Chinese translations 3 . 

2. The Tibetan translation is entitled Ses mb kyi pha rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag hi su lha pa ; it consists of 
76 chapters (lehu = parivarta) and 78 sections (bam po = khanda). The name of the translators is not 
mentioned. The work is part of the Bkah-hgyur, section ser phyin, II; it takes up four volumes of the 


1 P.C. Bagchi, Le canon bouddhique en Chine, vol I, Paris 1927, p. 197. - Different from most Buddhist works, the Mpps 
was not translated into Tibetan but only into Chinese. For the Mpps and Touen-houang and Kharakhoto, see 
Bibliographie bouddhique, vol I, 1930, no. 105; vol. IV-V, 1934, no. 307. 

z The Tripitaka in Chinese, revised, collated, added, rearranged and edited by J. Takakusu and K Watanabe, 55 vols., 
Tokyo, 1924-1929. 

3 T. Matsumoto, Die Prajhdpdramita-Literatur (Bonner orientalische Studien, Heft 1). Stuttgart, 1932, p. 38-41. 
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Peking Bkah-hgyur (vol. ni-di: Tibetan collection of the Bibliotheque Nationale, no. 40-43) and three 
volumes of the Narthang Bkah-hgyur (vol. ka-ga: Tibetan collection of the Bibliotheque Nationale, no. 
385-387). 

3. The Sanskrit recension which repeats its title at the end of each chapter is entitled: 
Aryapancavimsatisdhasrikd bhagavati prajnaparamita abhisamayalamkardnusdrena samsodhitd. It 
contains eight chapters (parivarta ) 4 . As its title indicates and as Dutt has established, it is a reworked 
recension of the original Sanskrit Pancavimsati, modified with the intention of serving as commentary to 
the Abhisamayalamkara 5 . 

4. The Tibetan translation of this Sanskrit recension is entitled Ses mb kyi pha rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag 
hi su Ina pa, but its real title, which corresponds word for word with that of the Sanskrit recension, is given 
by the colophon: Hpags pa bcom Idan hdas ma ses rab kyi rol tu phyin pa stoh phrag hi su lha pa mhon 
par rtogs pahi rgyan gyi rjes su hbrahs nas dag par gtugs pa. This work consists of 8 chapters (lehu = 
parivarta) and 74 sections (bam po = khanda); if the Tibetan indexes are to be believed, it has as author 
Simhabhadra or Haribadra, as translator Santibhadra, and as proofreader Jayaslla 6 . It is included in the 
Bsrtan-hgyur, Mdo hgrel section, vols. Ill, IV and V (Tibetan material in the National Library, nos. 198- 
200 ). 

The prologue ( niddna ) of the Pancavimsati, to which the first 15 chapters of the Mpps serve as 
commentary, is reproduced in almost identical words at the beginning of other Prajnaparamitas, such as the 
Satasahasrika and the Dasasahasrika. Therefore it is important to give some bibliographical information 
here on the literature of the Prajnas. For the Tibetan and Chinese versions, it is enough to refer to the 
excellent studies of Lalou and Matsumoto 7 ; here we will limit ourselves to giving the list of the Prajnas in 
Sanskrit that have already been edited as a note 8 . 


4 The first chapter has been edited by N. Dutt, The Pahcavimsatisdhasrikd-Prajhdpdramitd, ed. with critical notes and 
introduction (Calcutta Oriental Series, no. 28), London, 1934. 

5 This work has been edited by Th. Stcherbatsky and E. Obermiller, Abhisamaydlamkdra-Prajhdpdramita-Upadesa- 
Shastra, the work of bodhisattva Maitreya. Fasc. I: Introduction, Sanskrit Text and Tibetan Translation (Biblioteca 
Buddhica, no. XXIII), Leningrad, 1929. 

6 P. Cordier, Catalogue du Ponds Tibetain de la Bibliotheque Nationale. Paris, 1915, III, p. 276. 

7 M. Lalou, La version tibetaine des Prajhapdramita, Journal asiatique, July-Sept., 1929, p. 87-102. - T. Matsumoto, Die 
Prajhdpmaramitd-Literatur, Stuttgart, 1932, p. 22-25. 

° Satasahasrika P.P. , ed. Pratapachandra Ghosha (Biblioteca Indica), Calcutta, 1902-1914. 

Pahcavimsatisahasrikd P.P., ed. N. Dutt (Calcutta Oriental Series), London, 1934. 

Dasasahasrika P.P. in Sten Konow, The two first Chapters of the Dasasasrikd, restoration of the Sanskrit Text. Analysis 
and Index (Avhandlinger utgitt av det Norske Videnkaps-Akademi i Oslo), Oslo, 1941. 

AstaOahasrikd P.P., ed. Rajcndralala Mitra (Biblioteca Indica), Calcutta, 1888. - This edition, quite faulty, will favorably 
be replaced by the text of the Astasahasrika incorporated by U. Wogihara in his edition of the Abhisamaydlamkardloka, 
Tokyo, 1932-1935. 

Suvikrdntavikrdmi P.P., in T. Matsumoto, op. cit., as appendix. 
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The Mpps is attributed to Nagarjuna: Kumarajlva's version has as its title 'Ta tche ton louen, composed by 
the bodhisattva Nagarjuna and translated by the Tripitikadharmacarya KumarajTva of the country of K'ieou 
tseu (Kucha) of the later Ts'in'; the Li tai san pao ki, a catalogue of the Tripitaka compiled in 597 by Fei 
Tch'ang fang, also notes that the original work is the work of the bodhisattva Nagarjuna 9 . Nevertheless, it 
is odd that the Mpps does not appear in the lists of works attributed to Nagarjuna by the Long chon p'ou sa 
tchouan (Taisho 2047) and the Tibetan historians Bu ston and Taranatha. 

The bodhisattva Nagarjuna (Kin sgrub in Tibetan, 'converted by a dragon' or 'converting the dragons'; in 
Chinese Long chon 'dragon tree', Long mong 'unflinching dragon' or Long cheng 'victorious dragon') is one 
of the most enigmatic, yet also one of the richest, figures in Buddhism. He lived in probably the second 
century of our era and played a role of primary importance in the formation of the Buddhism of the Greater 
Vehicle. Originally from the south, the country of Andhra, his influence extended as far as the north-west 
of India. Dialectician and metaphysician, he is the founder of the Madhymaka or 'Middle-Way' school, 
which, while accepting the buddhology and the mysticism of the Greater Vehicle, submits the old texts of 
Buddhism to negative criticism and ends up with absolute emptiness ( sunyatd ). Nagarjuna's theories have 
been thoroughly discussed in Asia and Europe. The question is whether the Madhyamaka accepts an 
absolutely existent Reality. L. de La Vallee Poussin has long believed that this school is nihilistic and 
denies the absolute 10 ; on the other hand, Th. Stcherbatsaky was of the opinion that Nagarjuna denied 
appearance only in order to affirm Being 11 . After an argument which at times turned into a quarrel, de La 
Vallee Poussin drew nearer to the position held by Stcherbatsky whereas the latter came very close to 
adopting the theses defended by de La Vallee Poussin 12 . But this is not the only problem with regard to 
Nagarjuna. 

Many Sanskrit, Tibetan and Chinese sources give us much information about the life and works of this 
author, but the facts they contain are soaked in the miraculous and seem to refer to several Nagarjunas of 
different date and origin, so that the re-appearance of the same legends is inextricably tied up among them. 
They have been analyzed, perhaps with inaccuracies of detail, by Walleser 13 and summarized by 


Saptasatika P.P., ed. G. Tucci, in Memorie della R. Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, vol. XVII, 1923, fasc. I; ed. J. 
Masuda, in Journal of the Taisho University, vol. VII, 1030, p. 186-241. 

Vajracchedikd P.P., ed. M. Muller (Anecdota Oxoniensia, Aryan Series, vol. I part I), Oxford, 1881. 

Adhyardhashatikd P.P., ed. E. Leumann, Zur nordarischen Sprache und Literatur, Strassburg, 1912, p. 84 seq; ed. S. 
Toganoo and H. Izumi, Prajndpdramitdnayasatapancsatikd, Kyoto, 1917. 

Prajndpdramitdhridayasutrd , ed. M. Muller (Anecdota Oxoniensia, Aryan Series, vol. I part III), Oxford, 1884. 

9 P.C.Bagchi, Le canon bouddhique en Chine, T. I, p. 197. 

10 L. de La Vallee Poussin, Madhyamaka, Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, VIII, p. 235-237; Nirvana, Paris 1925; 
Le dogme et la philosophie du Bouddhisme, Paris, 1930, p. 113-118; Madhyamaka, Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques, 
vol. II, 1932-1933, p. 1-59. 

11 Th. Stcherbatsky, Conception of Buddhist Nirvana, Leningrad, 1927, p. 35-39. 

12 Th. Stcherbatsky, Die drei Richtungen in der Philosophie des Buddhismus, Rocznik Orjentalistyczny, vol. X, 1934, p. 
1-37; Madhyanta-Vibhahga, Leningrad, 1936, p. VI-VIII. 

13 M. Walleser, The Life of Nagarjuna from Tibetan and Chinese Sources , Hirth Anniversry Volume, London, 1922, p. 
421-455. 
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Winternitz in the second edition of his history of Indian literature 14 . Since then, other information has been 
collected. 

Attention has been drawn to a series of predictions relative to Nagarjuna found in the Lankdvatdra 15 , the 
Mahdmeghasutra 16 , the Mahdmdyasutra 17 and the Manjusrunulakalpa 18 . 

Apart from Nagarjuna the Madhyamika philosopher, there was one other (or several) Nagarjunas, 
magician, alchemist and writer of tantra. Documents published By G. Tucci 19 and S. Levi 20 may be added 
to the information we already possess. Moreover, it may have been Nagarjuna who discovered and 
revealed to humans the Mahavairocanasutra, one of the main texts of Buddhist Vajrayana and of the 
Shingon sect 21 . 

All the sources, in emulation of one another, mention the friendly relations and alchemical collaboration 
between Nagarjuna and a king of the Satavahana or Satakarni dynasty (perhaps also Andhra) which, in the 
second or first century before our era until the end of the second century afterward, disputed the empire of 
Dekhan with the Sunga-Kanvas and with the Sakas, before dying out around Dhanyakataka and Amaravatl 
in Andhra proper 22 . S. Levi has collated these different sources and related them to another cycle of 
legends relating to the rivalry between a Satavahana and the Kusana king Kaniska 23 . 

Archeological discoveries, old and new, partially confirm the literary documents. According to the Tibetan 
historians, Nagarjuna may have spent the last of his life in the land of Andhra, of the Teluga language, 
between the Godavari and the lower Krisna. The region abounds in sites made famous by archeology: 


14 M. Winternitz, History of Indian Literature, vol II, Calcutta, 1933, p. 341-348. 

Lankavatara, ed. B. Nanjio, Kyoto, 1923, p. 286; Taisho 671, k. 9, p. 569a; Taisho 672, k. 6, p. 627c. 

10 Mahameghasutra cited in the Madhyamakavatara, Tibetan version ed. by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Saint Petersburg, 
1912, p. 76; transl. in Le Museon, 1910, p. 274. - Chinese translation by Dharmaraksha, Taisho 387, k. 5, p. 1099-1100, 
studied by P. Demieville, Sur un passage du Mahdmeghasutra, Bull, de l'Ec. fr. d'Extrlme-Orient, vol. XXIV, 1924, p. 
227-228. - Tibetan translation of Bkah-hgyur ed. by G. Tucci, Animadversiones indicae, Journal and Proceedings of the 
Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. XXVI, 1930, p. 145-147. - Bu ston, Chos hbyuh, tr. E. Obenniller, II, Heidelburg, 1932, p. 
129. 

12 Mahamayasutra in Taisho 383, k. 2, p. 1013c. - Cf. J. Przyluski, Legende de I'empereur Ashoka, Paris, 1923, p. 163- 
164. 

Manjusrlmulakalpa, ed. Ganapati Sastri, Trivandrum Sanskrit Series, p. 616-617. 

19 G.Tucci, Animadversiones indicae: VI. A Sanskrit Biography of the Siddhas and some questions connected with 
Nagarjuna , Journal and Proceedings of the Asiatic Socierty of Bengal, vol. XXVI, 1930, p. 138-155. 

211 S. Levi, Un nouveau document sur le bouddhisme de basse epoque dans I'Inde, Bull, of the School of Or. Studies, vol. 
VI, part 2, p. 427-429. 

91 

Kin kang ting king ta yu k'ie pi mi sin ti fa men yi kue, Taisho 1798, k. 1, p. 808a-b. - Cf. R. Tajima, Etude sur le 
Mahavairocanasutra, Paris, 1936, p. 30-32. 

22 For the history of this dynasty, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, L'Inde aux temps des Mauryas, Paris, 1930, p. 206-222; 
and Dynasties et Histoire de I'Inde, Paris, 1935, p. 184-185; R. Grousset, L'Asie orientate des origines au XVe siecle, 
Paris, 1941, p. 53-54, 72-77. 

22 S. Levi, Kaniska and Satavahana, Journal Asiatique, Jan.-Mar. 1936, p. 61-121. 
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Dhanyakataka, ancient capital on the lower Krisna, corresponding to the actual Dharanlkot, in the district 
of Guntur, one mile west of the site of Amaravati; upstream and on the same south bank of the Krisna, Goli 
and Nagarjunikonda; in the north-west, Jaggayyapeta. Nagarjuna, it is said, constructed a building for the 
shrine of Dpal hbras spuns (Sldhanyakataka) 24 , surrounded it with a wall and built 108 cells within the 
wall 25 . According to the same historians 26 , he may have established his residence at Snparvata, a 
monastery situated on a rocky cliff overhanging the Krisna, and probably identified with the mountain in 
the Po lo mo lo k'i li (Bhramaragiri or Mountain of the Bees) which king Satavahana had hollowed out and 
fitted out for the bodhisattva Nagarjuna 27 . The inscriptions discovered in the area corroborate all this 
information. The outer balustrade of the Amaravati stupa bears the inscription of two kings of the Andhra 
dynasty, PulumayT and Yajnasri 28 and according to some authors, it is to the latter that Nagarjuna dedicated 
his Letter of Suhrllekha. The Bhadanta Nagarjunacarya himself is mentioned in an inscription found near 
the stupa of Jaggayyapeta 29 . At Naharallabodu, beside the mahacetiya of Nagarjunikonda, an inscription 
mentions the buildings erected by the lay Buddhist Bodhisiri and mentions 'the monastery on Siriparvata to 
the west of Vijayapuif which must be the monastery of Snparvata where the Tibetan historians say that 
Nagarjuna died 30 . In a more general way, the inscribed pillars at Nagarjunikonda 31 bear precious 
indications on the Buddhism of the south at the time of Nagarjuna: to a certain point, they inform us about 
the canonical scriptures (Digha, Majjhima and Pancamatuka), the sects (Caityika, Aparasaila, Purvasaila, 
Bahusrutlya, Mahasasaka and possibly also Mahasamghika), the doctrines and especially the area of 
expansion of the Buddhism of the Andhakas. But the systematic study of these epigraphical facts has 
hardly yet begun up 32 . They should be compared with the Andhaka theses, the refutation of which is the 
particular aim of the Katavatthu 33 . The discovery should also be mentioned of a Buddhist monastery at 
Harwan in Kashmir, which the Rajataranginl (I, 173) calls Sadarhadvana 'The Forest of the Six Arhats', 
which may have served as residence for Nagarjuna 34 . - Finally, according to Bu ston and Taranatha, 
Nagarjuna stayed for a long time at Nalanda, the important center of tantric Buddhism, which he 


24 Bu ston, transl. E. Obermiller, II, p. 125. 

25 Taranatha, transl. by A. Schiefner, St. Petersburg, 1869, p. 71. 

26 Bu ston, II, p. 127; Taranatha, p. 73, 81, 303; Dpag bsam ljon bzan, ed. Candra Das, Calcutta, 1908, p. 86. 

27 Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10, p. 929c. - For the Bhramaragiri-Shnparvata identifiction, T. Watters, On Yuan 
Chwang's Travels, vol. II, London, 1905, p. 207-308. 

28 L. de La Vallee Poussin, L'Inde aux temps des Mauryas, p. 233. 

29 J. Burgess, Notes on the Amaravati Stupa, Madras, 1882, p. 57.. 

30 L. de La Vallee Poussin, Dynasties et histoire de I'Inde, p. 232. 

31 J. Ph. Vogel, Prakrit Inscriptions from a Buddhist Site at Nagarjunikonda, Epigraphia Indica, XX, i. p. 1-37. 

32 See N. Dutt, Notes on the Nagarjunikonda Inscriptions, Indian Historical Quarterly, vol. VII, 1931, p. 633-653; L. de 
La Vallee Pouossin, Notes de Bibliographic bouddhique, Melanges Chinois et Bouddhiques, vol. I, 1931-1932, p. 382- 
383; Bibliographie Bouddhique, IV-V, Paris, 1934, p. 135. 

33 See especially R. Salkrtyayana, Recherches bouddhiques, I. Les origines du Mahayana, Journal Asiatique, Oct.-Dec. 
1934, p. 195-208. 

j4 R. C, Kak, Ancient Monuments of Kashmir, London, 1933, p. 105-111; Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology, 
VIII (1933), p. 22; XI (1936), p. 21. 
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ornamented with monuments and illustrated with his miracles. We may hope that systematic exploration of 
this site, pursued systematically 35 , will one day shed some light on the Nagarjuna of Nalanda. 

The literary and archeological information on Nagarjuna is so plentiful and extends over so many centuries 
and different regions of India that it may be wrong to consider them as simple elements of biography. With 
regard to the person Nagarjuna, they have but mediocre historical value; but they are documents of 
primordial interest if, giving up the search in them for a biography of Nagarjuna, we consider them as 
evidence, naive but sincere, of the religious movement of reform tendencies to which Nagarjuna attached 
his name. Leaving the south, this reform expanded to Kashmir and the north-west of India, not without 
undergoing, in the course of time, substantial transformation: dialectical and metaphysical in origin, it soon 
became tinged with magic, underwent the influence of the alchemical school and finally ended up in the 
tantric Buddhism of the Vajrayana. To sketch even briefly this long history would take us too far away; 
here I will return to the Mpps and its first fifteen chapters of which a brief analysis must be given. 


The first part of the Nidana or Prologue of the Pancavimsati begins, as all sutras do, with the traditional 
profession of faith: Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye, and provides proof of its authenticity by making 
known the place where the sutra was preached, by whom and to whom: 'Thus have I heard at one time. The 
Bhagavat was dwelling at Rajagrha on Grdrakutaparvata, together with a great assembly of 500 bhiksus 
endowed, except for Ananda, with eleven excellent qualities, with 500 bhiksums, 500 upasakas and 500 
upasikas, with an immense crowd of bodhisattva- mahasattvas endowed with 28 qualities and led by the 22 
principal ones among them.' 

The Mpps devotes thirteen chapters of commentary on this first part: 

Chapter I: The twenty reasons why the Buddha preached the Prajhdpdramitd. 

Chapters II-III: Explanation of the phrase: 'Thus have I heard at one time'. 

Chapter II: Word-for-word explanation. 

Chapter III: General explanation. 

Chapter IV: Explanation of the word Bhagavat and other epithets applied to the Buddha. - Dissertation on 
the omniscience of the Buddha. 

Chapter V: The place of the sutra: The abodes ( vihdra ) of the Buddha. - Grdhrakutaparvata. - The frequent 
sojourns of the Buddha at Rajagrha and SravastT. - The Buddha's preferences for Rajagrha and 
Grdhrakutaparvata. 

Chapters VI-XIII: The assembly surrounding the Buddha 


35 See H.D. Sankalia, The University of Nalanda, Madras, 1934; Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology, I (1936), p. 
12-13; III (1928), p. 19-20; VIII (1933), p. 8; IX (1934), p. 4. 
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Chapter VI: The assembly of bhiksus: What should be understood by bhiksu and samgha. - The eleven 
qualities of the bhiksus who were present. - Why the arhats surround the Buddha. - Why Ananda is not an 
arhat. - Origin of his name. 

Chapter VII: The assembly of bhiksunls, upasakas and upasikas. 

Chapter VIII-XIII: The assembly of bodhisattva-mahasattvas. 

1. Chapter VIII: The bodhisattva: his place in the assembly. - Definition of the word. - 
Bodhisattva with regression and without regression. - The bodhisattva in the Abhidharma system. - The 
bodhisattva in the Mahayana system. 

2. Chapter IX: The epithet mahasattva applied to the bodhisattva. 

3. Chapter X: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no 1 to 18. 

4. Chapter XI: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 19 to 21. 

5. Chapter XII: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 22 to 24. 

6. Chapter XIII: Qualities of the bodhisattva: no. 25 to 29. - The twenty-two main bodhisattvas. 

Chapters XIV and XV comprise the second part of the Prologue. They appear as a play in ten acts of which 
here is a summary after a short analysis of the Mpps in k. 9, p. 122b24-122c6. 

Act I. The Buddha enters into the Samadhirajasamadhi. - He emerges from it and smiles a first 
time with his whole body ( san’akaya ). - Light rays come forth from the soles of his feet and the other 
parts of his body. - He lights up the trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions; the beings 
touched by them are established in bodhi. 

Act II. The Buddha smiles a second time by all the pores of his skin (sarvaromakupa) ; light rays 
come forth illuminating the trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions; beings touched by them 
are established in bodhi. 

Act III. The Buddha, by means of his usual effulgence (prakrtiprabha), lights up the trichiliocosm 
and the universes of the ten directions; beings touched by this light are fixed in bodhi. 

Act IV. The Buddha stretches out his tongue and covers the trichiliocosm with it; he smiles a third 
time and light rays are emanated from his tongue; on each of them there appear lotuses on which are seated 
imaginary Buddhas who preach the six paramitas; beings who hear them are established in bodhi. 

Act V. The Buddha who has entered into Simhaviknditasamadhi shakes the trichiliocosm in six 
ways. - Description of the sixfold shaking of the earth. - The softening of the earth makes beings joyful. - 
Beings plunged into the bad destinies of the trichiliocosm are reborn among humans or the gods of 
kamadhatu. - They turn to the Buddha to pay homage to him. - The same scene is reproduced in the 
universes of the ten directions. - In the trichiliocosm, the weak, the sick and the crippled are healed. - All 
beings are filled with brotherly benevolence; they practice the virtues, are celibate, experience great 
happiness and rejoice in marvelous wisdom. 

Ace VI. The Buddha manifests his supernatural qualities in the trichiliocosm. 
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Act VII. The Buddha shows his ordinary ( prakrtyatmabhava ) body to the inhabitants of the 
trichiliocosm who come to him with flowers. - They throw these to the Buddha. - The flowers form a 
belvedere ( kutdgdra ) in the air. - Garlands and bouquets hang from it. - The trichiliocosm and the universes 
of the ten directions take on a golden color. - Each being has the impression that the Buddha is speaking to 
him in particular. 

Act VIII. The Buddha smiles a fourth time and, in the light of this smile, beings of the 
trichiliocosm and the universes of the ten directions become aware of one another. 

Act IX. At the ends of the universes of the eastern direction, the buddha Ratnakara reigns over the 
Ratnavati universe. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi asks him the reason for these marvels that he sees. - 
Ratnakara explains to him that they are due to the power of the Buddha Sakyamuni who reigns over the 
Saha universe. - Samantarasmi offers to go and pay homage to him. - Ratnakara approves, entrusts him 
with compliments and precious lotuses for Sakyamuni and makes some recommendations to him. - 
Samantarasmi, accompanied by other bodhisattvas, starts his journey to the Saha universe. - Before 
departing, he bows to the Buddhas of the East. 

Act X. Samantarasmi, laden with gifts, arrives before Sakyamuni and prostrates at his feet. - He 
greets him in the name of the Buddha Ratnakara and gives him the lotuses which the latter had intended for 
him. - Sakyamuni throws the lotuses to the Buddhas of the East. - They immediately fill all the universes of 
the East. - On each of them, an imaginary buddha preaches the six paramitas; the beings who receive the 
teachings are established in bodhi. - Samantarasmi and his entourage pay homage to Sakyamuni. - The 
scenes related to Acts IX and X are reproduced to the ends of the other nine directions. - The Saha universe 
is transformed in a marvelous way. - It becomes the equal of the most eminent buddha-field 
(buddhaksetra). - Sakyamuni gazes upon the immense assembly gathered before him. 

Let the reader not be deceived. This prologue which, at first reading, may appear as a web of childishness, 
is really a work of precision where every word counts, where every phrase, meticulously chosen, is 
arranged in a definite order according to a precise purpose. It is the culmination of long centuries of 
scholasticism. To interpret it correctly a commentary is indispensable, but the Mpps furnishes every 
desirable explanation for this purpose. It is an enormous compilation abounding in quotations of all kinds 
made, for the most part, without any precise reference. I [Lamotte] have attempted to identify them 
throughout the entire Buddhist literature, both canonical and post-canonical. The second fire at the Louvain 
Library, by restricting me once again to the meager resources of my personal library, made this hunt for 
references especially difficult. Therefore I did not have access to the Dictionnaire des noms propres du 
bouddhisme indien by C. Akanuma which would have been useful; on the other hand, I managed to glean 
from Malalasekara's Dictionary of Pali Proper Names the volume of notes appended by E. Chavannes to 
his translation of Cinq cents contes et apologues tires du Tripitaka chinois, and the rich references gathered 
by L. de La Vallee Poussin in his translation of Vasubandu's Abhidharmakosa. By furthering the research 
and crosschecking, I have succeeded in gathering quite a rich harvest of references which, I hope, will be 
useful to those who one day will continue this work. If some of my notes have been extended seemingly 
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abnormally, it is because I have tried to present a complete record of sources from which the Mpps was 
able to draw. It will, I hope, untangle some general conclusions which 1 intend to formulate in a later work. 

Despite the difficulties of the times, the Fondation Universitaire has continued its kindness by defraying 
the expense of printing the present volume as generously as in the past and I express all my gratitude. Flow 
could I not also name J. Duculot, my faithful editor, who knew how to overcome all the obstacles so as to 
give this work a suitable presentation. 


E. Lamotte 


14 



ABBREVIATIONS 


Abhisamayalamkara 

Acta Or. 

Aloka 

AM 

An. Bibl. 

Anguttara 

- tr. Woodward-Hare 

- tr. Nyanatiloka 

AO 

Apadana 
AR. Arch. Surv. 

Astasahasrika 

Atanatikasutra 

AtthasalinI 

-tr. Tin, Expositor 

Aung, Compendium 

Avadanakalpalata 

Avadanasataka 

- tr. Feer 

Bagchi 

Barth, Oeuvres 
BCLS 

Beal, Catena 

Beal, Romantic Legend 


Abhisayalamkaraprajnaparamitopadesasastra, ed. Th. Stcherbatsky-E. 
Obermiller (Bibl. Buddh. No. XXIII), Leningrad, 1929. 

Acta Orientalia, Leyden, since 1922. 

Abhisamayalamkaraloka, ed. U. Wogihara, Tokyo, 1932-1935. 

Asia Major, Leipzig, since 1924. 

Annual Bibliography of Indian Archeology. Kern Institute, Leyden, 
since 1928. 

Anguttaranikaya, ed. R. Morris-E. Hardy, 5 vol. (PTS), London, 1885- 
1900. 

F. L. Woodward-E. M. Hare, Gradual Sayings, 5 vol. (PTS), London, 
1932-1936. 

Nyanatiloka, Die Reden des Buddha aus dem A.N. iibersetzt, 5 vol., 
Miinchen, s.d. 

Achiv Orientalni, Journal of the Czechoslovak Oriental Institute, 
Prague, since 1929. 

ed. M.E. Lilley, 2 vol. (PTS), London, 1925-1927. 

Annual Report of the Archeological Survey of India, New Series, since 
1874. 

Astasahasrika Prajnaparamita, ed. R. Mitra (Bibl. Ind.), Calcutta, 1888 
seq. 

Bruchstiicke des A., ed. H. Hoffmann (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte, No. V), 
Leipzig, 1939. 

ed. E, Muller (PTS), London, 1897. 

P.M. Tin, The Expositor, 2 vol. (PTS), London, 1921. 

S.Z. Aung, Compendium of Philosophy, transl. of the 

Abhidhammatthasamgaha (PTS), London, 1929. 

ed. S.C. Das, 2 vol. (Bibl. Ind.), Calcutta, 1888-1918. 

ed. J.S. Speyer, 2 vol. (Bibl. Buddh. No. Ill), St. Petersburg, 1902- 

1909. 

L. Feer, Avadanasataka, Cent legendes bouddhiques (AMG No. 

XVIII), Paris, 1891. 

P.C. Bagchi, Le Canon bouddhique en Chine, 2 vol. (Sino-Indica No. I, 
IV), Paris, 1927-1938. 

Oeuvres de Auguste Barth, 5 vol., Paris, 1914-1827. 

Bulletin de la Classe des Lettres et des Sciences morales et politiques, 
Academie Royale de Belgique. 

S. Beal, A Catena of Buddhist Scriptures, London, 1871. 

S. Beal, Romantic Legend ofSdkya Buddha, London, 1875. 
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Beckh, Buddhismus 

BEFEO 

Bhadracari 

Bhadramayakara 

Bhavasamkranti 

Bhavya 

Bhiksumpratimoksa 

Bibl. B. 

Bigandet, Gaudama 

Bodh. bhumi 
Bodhicaryavatara 
- tr. Lav. 


- tr. Finot 

BS 

BSOS 

Buddhacarita 

- tr. Johnston 

Buddhavamsa 
-tr. Law 

Bukkyo daijiten 
Burgess, Amaravatl 

Burnouf 

Bumouf, Lotus 
Bu ston 

CAGI 

Cariyapitaka 


H. Beckh, Buddhismus, Buddha und seine Lehre, 2 vol. (Sammlung 
Goschen No. 174, 770), 3rd ed., Berlin-Leipzig, 1928. 

Bulletin de l'Ecole francaise d' Extreme Orient, Hanoi, since 1901. 
ed.-tr. K. Watanabe, Leipzig, 1912. 

Bhadramayakaravyakarana, ed.-tr. K. Regamey (Warsaw Publications, 
no. Ill), Varsovie, 1938. 

Bhavasamkrantisutra, ed. N.A. Shastn, Adyar Library, 1938. 

tr. in M. Walleser, Die Sekten des alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927, 

p. 78-93. 

Bmchstiicke des B., ed. E. Waldschmidt (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte No. 

Ill), Leipzig, 1926. 

Bibliographic Bouddhique, Paris, since 1930. 

P. Bigandet, Vie ou legende de Gaudama, le Bouddha des Birmans, 
Paris, 1878. 

Bodhisattvabhumi, ed. U. Wogihara, 2 vol., Tokyo, 1930. 
ed. P. Minayeff, St. Petersburg, 1890. 

L. de La Vallee Poussin, Introduction a la pratique des futures 
Bouddhas, Paris, 1907. 

L. Finot, La marche a la lumiere (Classiques de l'Orient, No. II), Paris, 
1920. 

Buddhistic Studies, ed. B.C. Law, Calcutta, 1931. 

Bulletin of the School of Oriental Studies, London, since 1917. 
ed. E.H. Johnston (Punjab Un. Publications No. XXXI), Calcutta, 

1936. 

E.H. Johnston, Acts of the Buddha (Punjab Un. Publications, No. 

XXXII), Calcutta, 1936. 

ed. R. Morris (PTS), London, 1882. 

B.C. Law, Lineage of the Buddha (Minor Anthologies, No. Ill), 
London, 1938. 

2nd ed., Tokyo, 1928. 

J. Burgess, The Buddhist Stupa of Amaravatl and Jaggayyapeta, 
London, 1887. 

E. Burnouf, Introduction a Vhistoire du Bouddhisme Indien, 2nd ed., 
Paris, 1876. 

E. Burnouf, Le Lotus de la Bonne Loi, 2 vol., 1st ed., Paris, 1852. 

Bu ton. History of Buddhism , tr. E Obermiller, 2 vol. (Materialen zur 
Kunde des Buddhismus No. 18, 19), Heidelberg, 1931-1932. 
Cunningham's Ancient Geography of India, ed. Majumdar, Calcutta, 
1924. 

ed. R. Morris (PTS), London, 1882. 
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- tr. Law 


Catuhsataka 

It 

Chavannes 

Chavannes 

Chavannes, Tou-kiue 

CHI 

Combaz, Inde et Orient 
Coomaraswamy, Bodhgayd 

Cordier 

Csoma-Feer 

Cunningham 

Dasabhhumika 

Dasasahasrika 

De Groot, Code 
Dey, Geogr. Diet. 

Dhammapada 

Dhammapadattha 

- tr. Burlingame 

Dhammasamgam 

- ed. Rh. D. 

Dharmasamgraha 

DIgha 

- tr. Franke 


B. C. Law, Collection of ways of conduct (Minor Anthologies No. Ill), 
London, 1838. 

ed. V. Bhattacharya, Part II (Visva-Bharati Series No. II), Calcutta, 
1931. 

ed. P. Vaidya, Etudes sur Aiyadeva et son C., Paris, 1923. 

Chavannes, Cinq cents Contes et Apologues extraits du Tripitaka 
chinois , 4 vol., Paris, 1910-1934. 

Chavannes, Memoires sur les Religieux eminents...par I-tsing, Paris, 
1894. 

Chavannes, Documents sur les Tou-kiue (Turcs) Occidentaux, St. 
Petersburg, 1900. 

Cambridge History of India, ed. E.J.Rapson, I, Cambridge, 1922. 

G. Combaz, L 'Inde et YOrient classique, 2 vol. Paris, 1937. 

A. Coomaraswamy, La sculpture de Bodhgayd (Ars Asiatica No. 
XVIII), Paris, 1935. 

P. Cordier, Catalogue du Fonds Tibetain de la Bibliotheque National, 
part III, Paris, 1915. 

A. Csoma de Koros-L. Feer, Analyse du Kandjour (AMG No. II), 
Paris, 1881. 

A. Cunningham, The Stupa ofBhdrhut, London, 1879. 
ed. J. Rahder, Louvain, 1926. 

Dasasahasrika Prajnaparamita, ed. S. Konow (Avhandlinger Utgitt 
Norske Akad. No. I), Oslo, 1941. 

J.J.M. De Groot, Le Code du Mahay ana en Chine, Amsterdam. 1893. 
N. Dey, Geographical Dictionaiy of ancient and mediaeval India, 2nd 
ed. (COS, no. 21), 1927. 

ed.-tr; C. Rhys-Davids (Minor Anthologies No. I), London, 1931. 

The Commentary on the Dhammapada, ed. H. Smith-H.C. Norman, 5 
vol. (PTS), London, 1909-1925. 

E.W. Burlingame, Buddhist Legends, 3 vol. HOS No. 28-30), 

Cambridge M., 1921. 

ed. M. Muller (PTS), London, 1883. 

C. Rhys-Davids, Buddhist Manual of Psychological Ethics (Or. Tr. 
Fund No. XII), London, 1923. 

ed. M. Miiller-H. Wenzel (An. Ox.-Aryan Series, vol. I, part V), 
Oxford, 1885. 

DIghanikaya, ed. T.W. Rhys Davids-E.J. Carpenter, 3 vol. (PYS), 
London, 1890-1911. 

R.O. Franke, D. in auswahl ubersetzt, Gottingen, 1913. 
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- tr. Rh. D. 

DIpavamsa 

Divyavadana 

- tr. Zimmer 
Dutt, Mahayana 
EA 

Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas 

El 

Eliot 

ERE 

EZ 

Fa hien, tr. Legge 
Feer, Extraits 

Ferguson, Tree and Serpent 
Worship 

FHRI 

Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique 

Foucher, Beginnings ofB. Art 
Foucher, Iconographie 

Gandavyuha 

Geiger 

Glasenapp, Buddhismus 

Glasenapp, Buddh. Mysterien 
Goloubew, Ajahtd 

Grousset, As/e Orientate 

Grousset, Histoire de I'E.-O 
Grousset, L 'Inde 
Grousset, Philos. Indiennes 


T. W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha (SBB No. 2, 3, 4). 

London, 1899-1921. 

ed.-tr. H. Oldenberg, London, 1879. 

ed. E.B. Cowell-R.A. Neil, Cambridge, 1886. 

FI. Zimmer, Karman, ein buddh. Legendenkranz, Miinchen, 1925. 

N. Dutt, Aspects of Mahayana Buddhism (COS No. 23), London, 1930. 
Etudes Asiatiques published on the occasion of the 25th anniversary of 
l'Ecole francaise diExtreme-Orient. 

G. Ecke-P. Demieville, The Twin Pagodas ofZayton, Cambridge M., 
1935. 

Epigraphia Indica, Calcutta, since 1892. 

C. Eliot, Hinduism and Buddhism, 3 vol., London, 1921. 
Encyclopedoia of Religion and Ethics ed. by J. hasrtings, 12 vol., 
Edinburgh, 1908-1921. 

Epigraphia Zeylanica, Oxford, since 1904. 

J. Legge, A Record of buddhistic Kingdoms, Oxford, 1886. 

L. Feer, Fragments extraits du Kandjour (AMG No. VO, Paris, 1883. 

J. Ferguson, Tree and Serpent Worship, London, 1873. 

Fontes histoiriae religionum indicarum, coll. B. Breloer and F. Bomer, 
Bonnae, 1939. 

A. Foucher, L Art Greco-bouddhique de Gandhdra, 2 vol. Paris, 1905- 
1922. 

A. Foucher, The Beginnings of Buddhist Art, Paris-London, 1917. 

A. Foucher, Etudes sur I 1 Iconographie bouddhique de Vlnde, 2 vol., 
Paris, 1900-1905. 

ed. D.T. Suzuki-H. Idzumi, 4 fasc., Kyoto, 1934-1936. 

M. u. W. Geiger, Pali Dhamma (ABayA No.XXXI, 1), Miinchen, 

1920. 

H. v. Glasenapp, Der Buddhismus in Indien und im Femes Osten, 
Berlin-Zurich, 1936. 

H. v. Glasenapp, Buddhistischen Mysterien, Stuttgart, 1940. 

V. Goloubew, Ajahtd. les peintures de la premiere grotte (Ars Asiatica 
No. X), Paris, 1927. 

R. Grousset, L Asie Orientate des origins au XVe siecle (Histoire 
Generate. - Moyen Age X), Paris, 1941. 

R. Grousset, Histoire de I'Extreme-Orient, 2 vol., Paris, 1929. 

R. Grousset, Les Civilisations de TOrient, Vol II: L ’Inde, Paris, 1930. 
R. Grousset, Les Philosophes indiennes, 2 vol., Paris, 1931. 
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Griinwedel, Buddh. Kultstatten 
Griinwedel, Myth. d. Buddh. 
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Hardy, Manual 
Hiuan tsang, tr. Beal 
Hiuan tsang, tr. Watters 

HJAS 

Hobogirin 

Hoernle, Remains 

Hopkins, Epic Mythology 

Hultasch, Inscr. Of Asoka 
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Itivuttaka 

- tr. Seidenstiicker 
JA 
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Jataka 

- tr. Cowell 

Jatakalamala 

- tr. Speyer 

Jolly, Recht und Sitte 
Jouveau-Dubreuil, 

Archeologie 

JPTS 
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Kalpanamanditika 

Karandavyuha 

Karmashataka 


A. Griinwedel, Altbuddhistische Kultstatten in Chinesisch-Turkistan, 
Berlin, 1912. 

A. Griinwedel, Mythologie des Buddhismus in Tibet und der Mongolei, 
Leipzig, 1900. 

ed. B. Bhattacharyya (GOS No. LIII), Baroda, 1931. 

M.M. Hallade, La composition plastique dans les Reliefs de Vlnde, 
Paris, 1942. 

S. Hardy, Manual of Buddhism, London, 1860. 

S. Beal, Buddhist Records of the Western World, 2 vol., London, 1884. 

T. Watters, On Yuan Chwang’s Travels in India, 2 vol., London, 1904- 
1905. 

Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies, Harvard University, since 1936. 
Encyclopedic Dictionary of Buddhism according to Chinese and 
Japanese sources (Ed.-in-chief, P. Demieville), Paris, 1929 seq. 

R. Hoernle, Manuscript Remains of Buddhist Literature found in 
Eastern Turkestan, Vol. I, Oxford, 1916. 

E.W. Hopkins, Epic Mythology (Gmndriss d. IA Phil.), Strassburg, 
1915. 

E. Hultzsch, Inscriptions of Asoka (CII, vol. I), Oxford, 1915. 

Indian Antiquary, Bombay, since 1872. 

Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcutta, since 1925. 
ed. E.Windisch (PTS), London, 1890. 

K. Seidenstiicker, Itivuttaka, Leipzig, 1921. 

Journal Asiatique, Paris, since 1822. 

Journal of the American Oriental Society, New York, since 1849. 
ed. V. Fausboll, 6 vol., London, 1877-1896. 

The Jataka or Stories of the Buddha's Former Births, tr. under the 
editorship of E.B. Cowell, 6 vol.,Cambridge, 1895-1907. 
ed. H. Kern (HOS No. I), Boston, 1891. 

J.S. Speyer, Garland of Birth Stories (SBB No. I), London, 1895. 

J. Jolly, Recht und Sitte (Gmndriss d. IA Phil.), Strassburg, 1896. 

G. Jouveau-Dubreuil, Archeologie du Sud de l ’Inde. 2 vol., 

(AMG No. XXVI-XXVII), Paris, 1914. 

Journal of the Pali Text Society, London, since 1882. 

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, since 1834. 

Bruchstiicke der K., ed. H. Luders (Klein. Sanskrit-Texte No. II), 
Leipzig, 1926. 
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Kosa 
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Abhidharmakosa de Vasubandhu, tr. and ann. By L. de La Vallee 
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Lankavatarasutra, ed. B. Nanjio, Kyoto, 1923. 
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CHAPTER I: EXPLANATION OF ARGUMENTS 


[k. 1, p. 57c] The prajnaparamita is a great path which the Buddha has travelled, 
The prajnaparamita is a great sea which the Buddha has drained. 

The true meaning of the prajnaparamitas is not closed to the Buddha: 

I prostrate to the prajnaparamita and the unequalled Buddha. 3 6 

Ceaseless destruction of the two views of existence and non-existence,37 
The true nature of the things preached by the Buddha, 

Eternal, stable, immutable, purifying the passions: 

I prostrate to the venerable Dharma of the Buddha, 

The noble Assembly - a great sea - cultivates the field of merits^ ^ 

Saiksas and asaiksas serve as its ornament. 

It has destroyed the thirst that produces rebirths,39 
Suppressed the feeling of'mine' and destroyed its root.^O 

Having renounced the things of the world, 

It is the seat of all the qualities. 

It is foremost among all the assemblies: 


36 The first four stanzas are a homage to the Three Jewels ( triratna ): the Buddha, the Dhanna and the Community 
(satngha ). In the first, the Prajnaparamita is closely associated with the praise of the Buddha, for it is the Mother of the 
Buddhas (cf. Mpps, T 1509, k. 4, p. 93a; k. 34, p. 314a; k. 70, p. 550a. - Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, T 220, k. 441; p. 224c. 
- Pancavimsati, T 223, k. 14, p. 323b) 

37 The view of existence and non-existence ( bhavavibhavadrsti) also called view of belief in the extremes 
(i antagrahadrsti ) consists of believing in eternity ( sasvata ) or extinction ( uccheda). It has been formally condemned many 
times by the Buddha and by Nagarjuna. Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 17: Sabbam atthiti ay am eko anto, sabbam natthiti ay am 
dutiyo anto. Ete te ubho ante anupagamma majjhena Tathagato dhammam deseti - Madh. karika, XV, 10, p. 272-273: 

astiti sasvatagraho ndstTty ucchedadarsanam / 
tasmad astitvanastitve ndsnyeta vicaksanah // 

38 I.e., the Buddha who is the punyaksetra par excellence. 

39 The trsnapaunarbhaikT that 'leads from rebirth to rebirth, accompanied by pleasure and envy, which finds its pleasure 
here and there: the thirst for pleasure, the thirst for existence, the thirst for impermanence' (Vinaya, I, p. 10). 

The belief in 'me' and 'mine' (dlmdlmtyagrdha) which makes up the satkayadrsti. 
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I prostrate to this Assembly that is pure and full of merits. 


Having venerated the Three Jewels whole-heartedly, 

I also supplicate the saviors of the world, Maitreya, etc., 

Sariputra, foremost among sages, 

Subhuti, who practices the aranasamadhiA ' 

Now, according to my skill, 1 wish to explain 
The true meaning of Mahaprajnaparamita. 

I would wish that all people of great merit and noble wisdom 
Give their full attention to my words. 

Question. - For what reasons ( hetupratyaya ) did the Buddha preach the Mo ho pan jo po lo mi king 
(Mahaprajhaparamitasutra)?4- The Buddhas do not preach the Dharma (, dharmam desayati) without a 
reason ( niddna ) or for a futile motive ( kdiya ). It is like the Sin mi (Sumeru), king of mountains 
(parvatardja ), which does not tremble without a reason or for a futile cause. What then are these solemn 
reasons that determined the Buddha to preach the Prajnaparamitasutra? 

[p. 58a] Answer. - In the Tripitaka, the Buddha developed many kinds of comparisons ( drstanta ), but 
when he preached to the sravakas, he did not speak about the bodhisattva path ( bodhisattvamdrga ). It is 
only in the Tchong a han pen mo king (Purvaparantakasutra of the Madhyamagama)43 that the Buddha 


41 The aranasamadhi is the power to prevent the arising of passion in others. The bibliography for this subject is in 
Samgraha, p. 53. - Subhuti is the foremost of the aranaviharins (Anguttara, I, p. 24); see M. Walleser, Die Streitlosigkeit 
des Subhuti, Heidelberg, 1917. 

4- By Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, the author probably means the collection of the Prajna literature and particularly the 
Pancavimsati of which the Mpps is the commentary. 

43 The Pen mo king 'Sutra of the beginning and the end’ is known in three Chinese recensions: 

1) The Chouo pen king of Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 66), k. 13, p. 508c-51 lc; 2) the Kou lai che che king, T 44, p. 829b- 
830c; 3) the Pop'o li king of Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 57), k. 12, p. 432b-436c. - The Sanskrit title, Purvaparantakasutra, 
has two citations as evidence from the Karmavibhanga, p. 39 and 67; the Tibetan title, Snon dan phyi mthahi mdo, is 
known by a citation from the Maitreyavyakarana, v. 2 - For this sutra, see also S. Levi, Maitreya le consolateur, ML, II, 
p. 362-363. 

The literature on Maitreya is considerable, but of rather late date: 

Pali sources: Dlgha, III. p. 75 seq.; Suttanipata, Ajitasdnavapuccha, v. 1932-2039, and Tissameyyamdnavapuccha, v. 
1040-1042; Milinda, p. 159; Atthasalini, p. 361, 415, 431; Visuddhimagga, II, p. 434; Mahavamsa, XXXII, v. 81 seq; 
Anagatavamsa, JPTS, 1886. 

Sanskrit and Chinese sources; Mahavastu, I, p. 51; III, p. 246; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 135, p. 135, p. 698b; Chouen tcheng 
li louen, T1562, k. 38, p. 559a; Kosa III, p. 193; VII, p. 129; IX, p. 269; Kosavyakhya, p. 21, 293; Siddhi, p. 176, 418, 
622, 737, 772; Maitreyavyakarana, ed. S. Levi, ML, II, p. 381-402; T 348, 349, 1143, 1525. 
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predicted ( vydkarana ) to bodhisattva Mi lo (Maitreya): "Later you will become the Buddha with the name 
of Maitreya."44 But even there, he said nothing about the various bodhisattva practices ( bodhisattvacaiyd ). 
Here the Buddha wishes to explain the bodhisattva practices to Maitreya, etc., and this is why he preaches 
the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

2. Moreover, there are bodhisattvas who cultivate ( bhdvayanti) the concentration of recollection of the 
Buddhas (buddhdnusmrtisamadhi).^-’ In order that they progress in this samadhi, the Buddha preached the 
Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to them. Thus, in the first chapter of the Prajnaparamita, it is said: "Manifesting 
the basis of his miraculous power (. rddhipdda), the Buddha emits golden ( suvanarupa ) rays (: rasmi) that 
light up in the ten directions ( dasadis ) universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
(gangdnadfvdlukopama lokadhatu). Showing his great body ( mahdkdya ) of pure light ( visuddhdvabhdsa) 
and of various colors ( ndndvudharupa ), he fills all of space ( dkdsa ). In the middle of the assembly 
( parsad ), the Buddha is upright (riju), beautiful (, abhirupa ), peerless (asama), like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, in the center of the great ocean. "46 The bodhisattvas, seeing this miracle (pratiharya) of the 
Buddha, progress ever further in the recollection of the Buddha. It is for this reason that the Buddha 
preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

3. Furthermore, at the moment of his birth ( janman ), the Bodhisattva^ emits great rays of light (rasmi) 
that fill the ten directions (dasadis), takes seven steps (saptapdda) and contemplates the four directions 
(caturdisahpanksate); proclaiming the lion's roar (simhandda), he utters this stanza: 

I have been bom, my births are ended: 

This is my last existence. 


Central Asian sources: In eastern Iranian, the Maitreyasamiti; in Tokharian, fragments of the Maitreyasamitinataka (Toch. 
Sprachreste, p.254, n.); in Sogdian, the TSP of Benveniste, p. 29, 115. 

Modem works: N. Peri, BEFEO, XI, 1911, p. 439-457; P. Demieville, BEFEO, 1920, XX, p. 158; XXIV, 1924, p. 240- 
241; Przyluski, Le N.-O. de Unde, p. 58; Le Parinirvana , p. 161, 178, 205, 332; La croyance au Messie dans I'Inde at 
dans I'lran, RHR, vol. C, no. 1, Jul.-Aug. 1920, p. 1-12; Un dieu iranien dans I'inde, RO, VII, 1931, p. 1-9; S. Levi, Les 
seize Arhat, Extract from JA 1028, p. 14, 53; Le sutra du sage et du fou, JA Oct.-Dec. 1025, p. 320-326; Maitreya le 
consolateur , ML, II, p. 355-492; R. Abegg, Der Messias-glaube in Indien undIran, Berlin, 1928. 

44 Purvaparanatakasutra, T 26, k. 13, p. 511a: Later, a long time from now, when the duration of human life will be 
80,000 years, you will be Buddha with the name Maitreya Tathagata, arhat .... - Dlgha, III, p. 75: asitivassasahassayukesu 
bhikkhave manussesu Metteyyo ndma bhagavd loke uppajjissati, araham ....; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 6), k. 6, p. 41c. 

4^ For buddhanusmritisamadhi, see below, k. 7, p. 108c-109b. 

4® The miracle of the Buddha is described in k. 7, p. 111a. 

4^ This paragraph contains a biography of the Buddha. Short and hackneyed though it is, it contains some revealing 
details that allow it to be placed in the evolution of the Buddha legend. It is later than the sparse biographical fragments in 
the Nikaya-Agama, of which the Nidanakatha is but the development. On the other hand, it presents several points of 
contact with the following biographies of the Buddha: sections of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Mahavastu, 
Lalitavistara, Buddhacarita, Chinese Lives (T 184-192). - Modern works: Becke, Buddhismus, I; Kern Histoire, I, p. 19- 
291; Kern, Manual, p. 12-46; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 83-225; Fischel, Leben, p. 21-49; Senart, Legende; Thomas, Life of 
the Buddha', Waldenschmidt, Legende. 
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1 have attained liberation. 
Henceforth 1 will save beings. 


4^ Mus, Barabudur, p. 475-576, has a study on the 'seven steps of the Buddha and the doctrine of the pure lands' in 
which, with his usual skill, he attempts to untangle the symbolism of this legendary act. I [Lamotte] add some infonnation 
drawn from the Chinese sources. In sequence, the Nikaya-agamas, the Vinayas and finally the Lives of the Buddha are 
examined in turn. 

1) Majjima, III, p. 123: Sampatijato, Ananda, bodhisatto .... dani punabbhavo ti. - Tr.: As soon as he was born, the 
Bodhisattva, placing his feet flat upon the earth, turned to the north, took seven strides (double steps), and with a white 
parasol behind him, pronounced: "I am the foremost in the world, I am the best in the world, I am the eldest in the world; 
this is my last birth; there will be no further need for a new existence for me." 

2) In Digha, II, p. 15, the same actions and the same words are attributed to all future Buddhas. By contrast, the 
corresponding passages of the Chinese Agamas show significant differences. 

3) Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 32), k. 8, p. 470b: I have heard it said that the Bhagavat, at the moment of his birth, took seven 
steps without any fear, terror or dread. 

4) Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1), k. 1, p. 4b-c: The Bodhisattva Vipasyin, at birth, came out of his mother's right side with 
untroubled mind. Having come out of her right side, he came down to the ground and took seven steps, without the 
support of anyone. He looked around in the four directions, raised his hand and said: "Alone, I am the eldest (jyestha) in 
heaven and on earth. I will enable beings to pass beyond birth (jati ), old age (jam), sickness ( vyadhi ) and death 
(marana)." 

- ‘To pass beyond' here means 'to escape from', 'to save from'. 

In the Vinayas, we include not only the Mulasarvastivasdin Vinaya but also the Mahavastu which appears to be the 
Vinaya of the Mahasamghika Lokottaravada. 

5) Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 2, p. 108a: According to the usual rule, after his birth, the Bodhisattva stood 
on the earth and without anyone's support, took seven steps. Gazing in the four directions, he spoke these words: "I am 
the first ( agra ) of all beings; this is the southern region: I am worthy of the offerings (puja) of beings; this is the region of 
the east: I am one of the elect ( niyata); I will undergo no rebirth ( punarbhava): this is the region of the north: I have now 
left the great ocean of samsara." - Cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 16. 

6) Mahavastu, II, p. 20: Bodhisattvo smrto .... sapta paddni kramatHjatammatro ca .... ca uhati II 

Tr.: The Bodhisattva, aware and thoughtful, without hurting his mother, appeared from her right side. Weary of abiding 
within his mother's womb, he took seven steps. As soon as he was bom, he took seven steps on the earth, looked in the 
directions and uttered a great laugh. 

7) Two biographies of the Buddha, the Sieou hing pen k'i king, T 184, k. 1, p. 463, translated in 207 by Ta li, and the T'ai 
tseu jouei ying pen k'i king, T 185, k. 1, p. 473c, translated between 222-229 by Tche k'ien, tell the birth of the Buddha in 
almost the same words: He is bom from the right side and comes down to the earth. He takes seven steps and, raising his 
hand, says: "I am the eldest in heaven and on earth. The threefold world ( traidhatuka) is completely suffering. I will 
pacify it." 

By contrast, the various recensions of the Lalitavistara show notable differences. The oldest, that of Dharmaraksa (T 186) 
dates from 308, the most recent, that of Divakara (T187) dates from 683 and is closest to the Sanskrit text. 

8) P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 2, p. 494a: Then the Bodhisattva was born from the right side and at once came to life on a 
precious lotus ( ratnapadma). He came down to earth and took seven steps. Making the sounds of Brahma ( brahmasvara) 
heard, he spoke in an extraordinary tone: "I will save heaven and earth. I am the eldest (jyestha) of gods and men. I will 
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bring the sufferings of samsara to an end. Without superior ( anuttara ) in the threefold world, I will bring the everlasting 
peace of the Unconditioned ( asamskrta = nirvana) to all beings." 

9) Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 3, p. 553 compared with the Sanskrit text of the Lalitavistara, p. 84 (tr. 
Foucault, p. 78): At the end of ten months, the Bodhisattva came out of his mother's right side, aware and thoughtful, 
without any stain from his mother's womb. Flc looked at the universe and saw no-one like himself. 

Sanskrit text: Atha tasmin samaye ... bhavisyamisarvasattvanam. 

T 187: Then the Bodhisattva, endowed with awareness, judgment and right mind, without support, took seven steps to the 
north by himself. Beneath his feet, lotuses sprang up. Then the Bodhisattva, fearless and without terror, spoke these 
words: "I have obtained all the good dhannas. I will preach them to beings." Then facing the south, he took seven steps 
and said: "I am worthy of receiving the offerings of gods and men." Then facing the west, he took seven steps and said: "I 
am the eldest in the world, I am the best. This is my last birth. I will put an end to birth and old age, to sickness and 
death." Then facing the north, he took seven steps and said: "Among all beings, I will be without superior." Then facing 
the lower regions, he took seven steps and said: " I will triumph over the hordes of Mara and, in order to destroy the 
sufferings of the hells, fire, etc., I will send the great cloud of the Dharma, I will make the great rain of the Dharma to fall, 
and thus beings will enjoy complete happiness." Then facing the higher regions, he took seven steps and said: "I will be 
visible to all beings." 

10) Yi tch'ou p'ou sa pen k'i king, T 188, p. 618a: The prince was bom on the eighth day of the fourth month at midnight. 
He came out of his mother's right side and came down to earth. He took seven steps, his feet, four inches above the 
ground, did not tread upon the earth. Raising his right hand, he said: "I am the eldest in heaven and on earth; no-one can 
surpass me." 

11) Kouo k'iu hien tsai yin kouo king, T 189, k. 1, p. 627a: The royal prince was bom from the right side, came down 
onto a lotus made of the seven jewels (s aptaratnapadma) and took seven steps. Raising his right hand, he uttered the 
lion's roar ( simhanada): "Among gods and men, I am the eldest, the best ( srestha ). Endless transmigration is henceforth 
ended [for me]. My [last] existence will be of use to all, gods and men." 

12) Fo pen hing tsi king T 190, k. 8, p. 687b: After his birth and without the support of anyone, the Bodhisattva took 
seven steps in each of the four directions. At each step, under his feet there arose a great lotus. When he had taken these 
seven steps, he looked in the four directions: his eyes did not blink, his mouth uttered words. First looking in the east, he 
expressed himself in a way completely unlike that of a child, in correct language based on regular stanzas: "In the world, I 
am the conqueror par excellence. From today on, my births are ended." - Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 44. 

13) Buddhacarita, I, v. 14-15: anakulanyubjasamudgatani nispesavad.... bhayarthcikcinm uvaca II 

Tr. Johnston, p. 4: He who was like the constellation of the Seven Stars walked seven steps with such firmness that his 
feet were lifted up unwavering and straight, and the strides were long and set down firmly. And looking to the four 
quarters with the bearing of a lion, he uttered a speech proclaiming the truth: "I am born for enlightenment for the good of 
the world; this is my last birth in the world of phenomena". - Cf. Fo so hing tsan, T 192, k. 1. p. lb. 

14) The legend of Asoka relates the birth of the Bodhisattva quite briefly: cf. Divyavadana, p. 389: jatamatreka sa munih 
... garbhavasas ca pascimah II Tr.: As soon as he was born, he took seven steps on the earth, looked in the four directions 
and uttered this speech: "This is my last birth and my last sojourn in the womb." The identical passage in A yu wang 
tchouan, T 2042, k. 1, p. 103a; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 2. p. 136c-137a. Cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 251. 

Later in appearance, the portion of the legend of Asoka incorporated in the Chinese Samyuktagama, Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
604), k. 23, p. 166b-c: The Tathagata was born here. At his birth, he took seven steps. Looking in the four directions, he 
raised his hand and pointed to the sky: "This is my last existence. I will obtain the unexcelled path. Among gods and men, 
I am without superior and the eldest." 
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After this oath, he grew up. He decided to leave his parents and left home ( pravrajita ) in order to cultivate 
the unsurpassed path ( anuttaramarga ). In the middle of the night, he woke up and considered the ladies of 
honor and the courtesans (vesyd) of his harem ( antahpura ): their bodies appeared like rotting corpses.49 
He ordered Tch’fi ni (Chandaka) to saddle ( kcilpayati ) his white horse.^ At midnight he passed through the 
ramparts, traveled twelve miles (yojana ) and came to the hermitage ( dsrama ) where the rsi Po k'ie p’o 
(Bhargava)^! lived. With a knife, he cut his hair (asipattena cudam chinnati )52 and exchanged his 


15) The Nidanakatha, p. 53, follows the canonical version: Evam catasso disci... niccharento sihartddam nadi. 

16) References to the more recent sources in Kern, Manual, p. 13-14. 

Examination of these sources makes it clear that the Buddha's first words are intimately linked to the walk of seven steps 
and the examination of the cardinal directions. The group constitutes a legendary theme the symbolism of which, I 
[Lamotte] am afraid, is closed to us, but the successive transfonnations of which may be seen at a glance. 

The Bodhisattva took seven steps in one single direction, probably the north, (no. 1-4, 6-8), or in four directions (no. 5), 
or in six (no. 9), or in ten (no. 15). - He took these steps with his feet set flat on the ground (no. 1-8, 13-15), or resting on 
a lotus (no. 9, 11, 12), or raised above the ground to a height of four inches (no. 10). According to whether he directed 
himself in one or several directions, the Bodhisattva made a single declaration (no. 1-4, 7-8, 10-15), or four (no. 5), or six 
(no. 9). In only one text, he was content with laughing (no. 6). - The meaning of these words varies considerably: 
sometimes he proclaims himself to be the foremost in the world, the conqueror of transmigration (no. 1, 2, 5, 10, 12-15), 
sometimes he presents himself as the savior of the world (no. 7), sometimes he calls himself both master and savior at the 
same time (no. 8, 9, 11). These variations are very likely to be attributed to the influence of the schools, rationalist sects 
(Sthavira, Sarvastivadin) on the one hand, suprarationalist (Mahasamgika, Mahayana) on the other hand. But the 
representative moments have likewise had a repercussion on the settling of the legend of the Buddha. Cf. Foucher, Art 
Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 305-308. 

49 Sleep of the women: Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 115b (Rockhill, Life, p. 24); Mahavastu, II, p. 159; 
Lalitavistara, p. 205-208 (tr. Foucaux, p. 180-183); Buddhacarita, V, v. 43-66 (tr. Johnston, p. 69-74); Fieou tou tsi king, 
T 152 (no. 78), k. 7, p. 41b-42a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, T 184-194, tr. Beal, Romantic Legends, p. 130. 

50 Kanthaka, his famous steed. 

51 The Bodhisattva's halt at twelve yojanas from Kapilavastu in the hermitage of the rsi Bargava (or Vasista) is 
mentioned in Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 117b; Buddhacharita, VI, v. 1. - According to the 
Nidanakatha, p. 64, the Bodhisattva traveled thirty yojanas directly as far as the river Anoma; in the Falitavistara, p. 225, 
he traversed the land of the Sakyas, the Kodyas and the Mallas and arrived at daybreak at the city of Anuvaineya of the 
Maineyas. 

5- Cutting of the hair; e.g., in Nidanakatha, p. 64-65, tr. Kern, Histoire, p. 55-56: He thought: "This rich head-dress is 
not suitable for a monk; nor would it be suitable for the Bodhisattva to have his hair cut by another; that is why I will cut 
my hair myself with my sword." Upon which he took his sword in his right hand, his hair in his left hand and, in this way, 
cut his hair so short that it was a mere two inches long and covered his head, curling to the right. During his whole life, 
his hair kept this length; his mustache had a corresponding length. From that day on, he never needed to cut his hair or his 
beard. The Bodhisattva took the hair with the jewel at the top-knot and threw it into the air saying: "If I am destined to 
become a Buddha, may my hair remain suspended in space; if not, may it fall down to the ground (sac' aham Buddho 
bhavissdmi cikmase titthatu, no ce bhumiyam patatu)." The hair rose up into the air to the height of & yojana and remained 
suspended there. Indra, the king of heaven, seeing that, caught it in a golden box and, within his paradise, established the 
shrine of the Top-knot Jewel ( culdmanicettiya ). This is what is expressed in the verse: 
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beautiful garments ( vastra ) for a rough cloak (samghdti) . 5 3. He practiced asceticism (, duskaracarya. ) for six 
years ( sadvarsa ) on the banks of the Ni lien chan (Nairanjana) river; he ate only one sesame (tila) seed or 
one rice ( tandula ) grain each day.54 Nevertheless, he said to himself: "This way of life ( vihdra ) is not the 
good way ( mdrga )." Then the Bodhisattva gave up the practice of asceticism ( duskaracarydvihara ), went 
to the foot of the tree of enlightenment (bodhidnima) and sat down on the diamond seat ( vajrdsana ). King 


His hair, perfumed with scented ointment, 

The most sublime of beings cut and threw up into the air 
Where Indra of the thousand eyes took it respectfully 
And placed it in a golden jeweled box. 

For once, the corresponding story in Lalitavistara, p. 225 (tr. Foucaux, p. 197) is more sober in its details: Then the 
Bodhisattva thought: " Why should I keep my top-knot after becoming a wandering monk?" And cutting his topknot with 
his sword, he threw it to the wind. It was gathered up by Trayastrimsa gods and honored; and still today, among the 
Trayastrimsa gods, the festival of the Topknot is held. A caitya was also built there; it is still known today by the name of 
Cudapratigrahana. - Similar stories in Wou ten liu, T 1421, k. 15, p. 102b; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 18, p. 737c. 

53 Exchange of clothing: Nidanakatha, p. 65 (tr. Kern, Histoire, I, p. 56): Then the Bodhisattva thought: "These garments 
of fine Benares muslin are not suitable for a monk". However he did not have any other clothes to wear. One of his 
former companions from the time of Buddhakasyapa understood this. His name was Ghatlkara and he felt a friendship for 
his former comrade (Jyotipala, cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 319] that had not weakened during the thousands of years that had 
elapsed between the appearance of the two Buddhas. Seeing that his friend had gonwe forth from home and left his 
belongings to become a monk, he resolved to go to find and bring him whatever a monk had need of: 

Three robes and a begging bowl, 

A knife, a needle, a belt. 

Also a water filter, those are the eight 
Objects necessary for a mendicant monk. 

But the Mpps comes rather closer to the story told in the Lalitavistara, p. 225-226 (tr. Foucaux, p. 197). It came into the 
Bodhisattva's mind: "Why keep these garments from Benares after becoming a wandering monk? If I had ochre robes 
(kcisaya ) suitable to live in the forest, that would be good." Then it came to the mind of the Suddhavasakayika gods: "The 
Bodhisattva needs some ochre robes." Then a son of the gods, making his divine shape disappear, stood before the 
Bodhisattva in the form of a hunter clothed in an ochre robe. Then the Bodhisattva said to him: "Friend, if you give me 
some ochre robes, I myself will give you some gannents from Benares..." Then the son of a god gave the Bodhisattva the 
ochre robes and took the Benares garments and, full of reverence, put these garments on the top of his head with his two 
hands in order to honor them and returned to the world of the gods... There also a caitya was built and still today this 
caitya is known as Kasayagrahana. - The same main details in the story in Mahavastu II, p. 195; Buddhacarita, VI, v. 60- 
63. 

54 Fast of the Bodhisattva at Uruvilva on the Nairanjana. According to the canonical tradition, Majjhima, I, p. 245 (no 
corresponding sutras in the Chinese Agama), the food of the Buddha consisted of a little soup (yusa ) made of beans 
(mugga ), vetches ( kulattha ) chickpeas ( kalaya ) or peas (harenuka). - On the other hand, in the Sanskrit tradition, the 
Buddha successively reduced his food to one kola, to one grain of rice (tandula), then to one sesame (tila) seed daily; cf. 
Lalitavistara, P. 254,1. 3; p. 255, 1. 8; p. 255, 1. 15; Mahavastu, II, p. 125,1. 10, p. 126, 1. 16; p. 128,1. 4. The Mpps and, 
even more curiously, the Nidanakatha adhere apparently to this tradition, p. 67: Bodhisatto pi kho kotippattam .... 
patikkhipi. - On the ascetic life of the Buddha, a good study of the sources in J. Dutoit, Die duskaracarya des Bodhisattva 
in der buddhistischen Tradition , Strassburg, 1905. See especially p. 11,21, 23, 36, for the Buddha's food. 
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Mara with his troupe of eighteen nayutas of warriors, came to overcome him, but the Bodhisattva defeated 
Mara's army (marasena)~’~’ by the power of his wisdom ( prajna ) and his qualities ( guna ). Then he attained 
supreme perfect enlightenment (, anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). The lords of the 

trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, i.e., the Brahmakayikadevas and their king Che k'i (Mahabrahmasikhin), 
the gods of Rupadhatu, Che y'i jouan yin (Sakradevendra), the gods of Kamadhatu with the 
Caturmaharajikas, went to the Buddha and invited ( adhyesayanti) the Bhagavat to turn the wheel of 
Dharma ( dharmacakra ). Remembering his former vow ( purvapranidhana ) of great compassion 
(mahakarund), the Bodhisattva accepted their invitation [58b] ( adhyesand ) and proclaimed the Dharma, 
i.e., the profound dharmas ( gambhtradhanna ) and the Prajnaparamita. This is why the Buddha preaches 

the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra.56 

4. Furthermore, there are people who think that the Buddha is not omniscient ( sarvajna ).~ > ^ Why? They 
say: "The dharmas are infinite (, apramdna ) and innumerable (, asamkhyeya ); how could a single person 
know them all?"^ The Buddha abides in the true (, bhutalaksana ) Prajnaparamita pure as space 
(i akasasuddha ); in infinite ( apramdna ) and innumerable ( asamkhyeya ) texts, he himself has given the 
assurance: "I am omniscient (sarvajna)-, I wish to destroy the doubts of all beings 
(sarvasattvasamsayacchedaka)" $9 This is why he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 


55 Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 68, comments that in the canonical story (Majjima, I, p. 237) there is no mention either 
of the bodhi tree or of Mara's temptations. The Mpps thus depends here on more recent sources such as the Padhanasutta 
(Suttanipata, v. 425-449); Nidanakatha, p. 70-75; Buddhacarita, chap. XII, v. 112-118; XIII, XIV; Lalitavistara, chap. 
XX-XXII; Mahavastu (II, p. 267-270, 276-283, 304-349. See E. Windisch, Mara und Buddha, Leipzig, 1895, p. 229, 332- 
335. 

56 According to the interpretation of the Mpps, when Brahma invited the Buddha to preach the Dhanna (below, k. 1, p. 
63a-b), it was a matter of the entire Buddhist doctrine without distinction as to Vehicle. In response to this invitation, the 
Buddha preached not only the Four Noble Truths, the central point of the Hlnayana, but also the 'very profound dharmas 
and the Prajnaparamita', the basis of the Mahayana dogma. For a long time it has been acknowledged that both Vehicles, 
referring to one and the same teacher, the Buddha Sakyamuni, tell his life and his propagation of the Dhanna in almost 
the same terms and affirm that their main texts were given by him 

57 Below, K. 2, p. 73b, 74b. 

Same objection, k. 3, p. 74b27. 

59 The question of the Buddha's omniscience (sarvajnata) is quite complex. At the time of the Buddha, some individuals 
claimed to know everything, to understand everything, to have nothing further to know or to understand. They said: 
"Whether I walk or stand still, whether I sleep or am awake, I have always knowledge and awareness at my disposition" 
(sabbannu sabbadassavi ....paccupatthitan ti). Such were, e.g., the claims of Nigantha Nathaputta, Purana Kassapa, etc. 
(Majjhima, I, p. 92; II, p. 31; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 428). The Buddha is more modest: “Those who affinn”, he says to 
Vacchagotta, “that the monk Gotama is omniscient (sabbannu), clairvoyant (sabbadassavi), do not speak the truth about 
me... They would be correct to say that the monk Gotama possesses the three knowledges” (tevijjo samano Gotamo). 
These three knowledges are the knowledge of past existences, the knowledge of the death and birth of beings and the 
knowledge of the destruction of the impurities (Majjhima, I, p. 482). 

The Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika doctrine is based on the canonical line. The Mahaniddesa, p. 178-178, says that the Buddha 
is omniscient, not by virtue of his knowing everything but by virtue of the fact that he is able to know whatever he 
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5. Furthermore, there are beings who could be saved. Nevertheless, since the great qualities ( guna ) and the 
great wisdom ( prajnd ) of the Buddha are immense (, apramana ), hard to understand (durjneya) and hard to 
fathom ( durvigdhya ), these beings are deceived by evil masters. Lapsing into false doctrines 
(mithyadharma), they do not enter into the right path. Towards them, the Buddha produces a mind of great 
loving-kindness ( mahdmaitricitta ); he grasps them with the hand of his great compassion 
(mahakarunahasta ) and introduces them into the buddha-destiny ( buddhagati ). This is why he manifests 
his marvelous qualities {guna) and exhibits his great miraculous power ( rddhibala ), as is said in the first 
chapter of the Prajnaparamita: "The Buddha enters into the concentration called 'King of Concentrations' 
(samadhirajasarnddhi). Coming out of that concentration and considering the universes of the ten 
directions with his divine eye, he smiles from all the pores of his skin. Wheels with a thousand spokes 
mark the soles of his feet; he sends forth six hundred nayutas of multicolored rays. From all parts of his 
body, from the toes of his feet to his cranial protuberance, he sends out six hundred nayutas of 
multicolored rays that, in the ten directions, light up innumerable and incalculable buddha-universes as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges. And they were all illuminated."^ Coming out of this concentration. 


wishes. Describing the perfection of wisdom belonging to the Buddha, Kosa, VII, p. 832. identifies a fourfold knowledge: 
1) untaught knowledge ( anupadista jnana ), 2) universal knowledge ( sarvatra jnana), i.e., knowledge of all natures, 3) 
omniform knowledge {sarvatha jnana), i.e., knowledge of every way of being, 4) spontaneous knowledge (ayatnajnana) 
knowledge by the simple wish to know. 

On the other hand, the Greater Vehicle attributes to the Buddha pure and simple omniscience. The Mpps asserts below, k. 
2, p. 74c, that the Buddha knows all the sciences and that, if he does not teach them, it is because nobody asks him. The 
explanatory literature on the Prajnas, such as the Abhisamayalamkara, p. 1-2, and its commentary, the Aloka, p. 5, 
attribute a threefold knowledge to the Buddha: 1) sarvakarajnata. omniscience peculiar to the Buddha, ultimate and direct 
knowledge in one singlr moment of all aspects of existence, absolute and empirical; 2) margajnata , omniscience relating 
to the paths of salvation, Hmayana and Mahayana; it belongs to the Buddha and the bodhisattvas on the bliumis; 3) 
sarvajhata, omniscience relating to things of the empirical world; it represents the knowledge of all the elements from the 
non-ego point of view; it belongs to the Buddhas and bodhisattvas and is accessible to the Hmayana saints, (cf. E. 
Obermiller, Doctrine ofPP, p. 62; Analysis, 3-6). 

The Bodli. bhumi, p. 404-405, defines the sarvakarajnana, the omniform knowledge, as follows: tatra yat 
tathagatasyanarthopasamhitesu....ity ucyate. The sarvakarajnata allows the Buddha to cut through the doubts of all 
beings. - This comes from a stanza of the Mahayanasutralamkara, XXI, 58, p. 188. 
tribhih kayair....namo 'stu te II 

"By means of the trikaya thou hast attained the great omniform enlightenment. Thou cuttest through the doubts of all 
beings! Homage to thee!" This stanza is repeated and commented upon in the Samgraha, p. 303; the commentary 
proposes four interpretations of the epithet sarvakara applied to the Buddha's knowledge; it concludes by saying: "As for 
myself, I see the suppression of all obstacles (sarvavaratmprahdna) in this omniform knowledge: it cuts through all the 
obstacles to knowledge Qheyavarana) and suppresses all the impregnations ( vdsand ). It is a precise knowledge bearing on 
all the doubts of others." - The question of omniscience is linked with that of knowledge which, in turn, has some 
complications; see J. Rahder in HBbBgirin, Chi, p. 283-297. 

60 Free quotation of the Pancavimsati, p. 5-7, that can easily be restored into Sanskrit: At ha khalu 
Bhagavdn....'vabhdsitdh sphutash chdbhuvan. - This passage will be commented on in k. 7, p. 111-114. 
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the Buddha wishes to teach the true nature ( bhutalaksana ) of all dharmas and cut through the bonds of 
doubt ( samsayabandhana ) of all beings. This is why he preached the Mahaprajnaparamita. 

6. Furthermore, there are evil people, given up to feelings of envy ( Trsya ), who slander the Buddha by 
saying: "The wisdom ( prajna ) of the Buddha does not surpass that of men; it is just his magic ( maya ) that 
deceives the world.In order to destroy this scornful arrogance and false pride ( mithydmdna ), the 
Buddha manifests the immense power (apramanabala ) of his miraculous power (. rddhi ) and wisdom 
(prajna). About the Prajnaparamita he says: "My miraculous power has immense qualities 
(i apramanaguna ) and surpasses the threefold world (traidhatukavisista), it is meant for the welfare of all 
(sarvaparitrana). To form a bad opinion of it is to commit an immense sin (dpatti)\ to give pure faith to it 
(visuddasraddha) is to be assured of the happiness of gods and men ( devamanusyasukha ) and to reach the 
fruit of nirvana ( nirvanaphala ) definitively. "62 


Heretics have often treated the Buddha as a magician. Upalisutta, Majjhima. I, p. 375 = Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 133), 
k. 32, p. 629a26: Samano hi bhante....savake avatteti: "The monk Gotama is a magician; he knows the hidden magic that 
seduces others' disciples." Sanskrit fragments of this sutra may be found in Hoemle, Remains, p. 27-35; S. Levi, Notes 
indiennes, JA, Jan.-Mar. 1925, p. 26-35; Vimsatika, p. 10, 1. 15. - Pdtalisatta, Samyutta IV, p. 340 = Tchong a han, T 26 
(nO. 20), k. 4, p. 445b: Sutam me tam....mdyam jd.nd.ti : "I have heard that the monk Gotama knows magic." - An allusion 
to this same Patali occurs in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 119), k. 5, p. 37b, and in P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 27, p. 139a: "The tirthika 
Patali says: Gautama, do you know magic? If you do not, you are not omniscient; if you do, you are a magician." - P'i p'o 
cha, T 1545, k. 8, p. 38b: "The tlrthikas slander the Buddha saying: The sramana Gautama is a great magician who 
deceives the world." - Kosa, III, p. 30; Kosavakhya, p. 206: Yathdnyatvrthya....lokam bhakshayatfti: "The heretics criticize 
the Buddha. These are Maskari, etc. A treatise of the Nirgranthas says: Who does miracles? Gautama is a magician. - And 
elsewhere it has been said of the Buddha: After a hundred periods there appeared in the world a magician of this kind who 
will destroy (exploit) the world by his magic." 

If most of Buddhist texts consider the word 'magician' applied by heretics to the Buddha as harmful, some late sources, 
like the Ratnakuta, describe the Buddha as the greatest of magicians and victor of all magic tournaments. Cf. 
Bhadrammayakara, p. 62: "Furthermore, Maudgalyayana, the magic of the juggler Bhadra, being incomplete, is not the 
right magic, whereas the magic of the Tathagata is the right magic, since he has folly realized that all of reality is but 
magic. If all the beings in the world who are attached to nominal reality each possessed as powerful a magic as the juggler 
Bhadra, even all of their magic would not reach a hundredth, or a thousandth, or a billionth, or even an incalculably and 
incomparably small part of the magic of a Tathagata." 

6“ Buddhists love to mention this disproportion between the error and the punishment on the one hand and the merit and 
the reward on the other hand, Cf. Bodhicaryavatara, I, v. 34-35: 
iti santrapatau jinasya...subham iv ayatnatah II 

Tr. Lav., p. 7: "Such is the son of the Buddha, master of a veritable feast. The Buddha has declared: Whosoever sins 
against him in his heart remains in hell for as many centuries as the evil thought has lasted in seconds. But when the heart 
is calm and takes delight in the Bodhisattva, this is a merit so great that it destroys old sins. And is violence not necessary 
to occur to harm the bodhisattvas? Is it not natural to love them?" 

- Similarly the Prasantaviniscayapratiharyasutra, cited in Panjika, p. 39 and Siksasamucchaya, p. 85: Ydvanti 
Mahjusnr....maya mahanarakesu. 
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7. Furthermore, in order that people accept his doctrine, the Buddha says to them: "I am the great teacher 
(mahasastri), I possess the ten strengths {bald) and the four fearlessesses (vaisaradya); I am established in 
the abodes of the saints (dryavihara); my mind enjoys the masteries ( vasitd ). Uttering the lion's roar, I turn 
the wheel of the Dharma (dharmacakra); in all the universes I am the supreme being." 

8. Moreover, it is for the joy ( pramudita ) of beings that the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 
He says to them: "You should experience great joy. [58c] Why? Because all beings enter into the net of 
false views ( mithyddrstijdla ): they are all deceived by bad heretical teachers ( pdsandamithydsdstri ). 1 have 
escaped from the deceptive net of all bad teachers. The great teacher who possesses the ten strengths {bald) 
is difficult to find. Today you have found him. I will reveal to you the basket of the profound dharmas 
{gambhiradharmapitaka), i.e., the thirty-seven wings of enlightenment {bodhipaksya), etc.; you will gather 
them as you wish." 

9. Furthermore, all beings are afflicted {klista) by the sicknesses (y yddhi) of the fetters {samyojana). In the 
course of beginningless transmigration ( anddikdlikasamsdra ), never has anyone been able to cure these 
sicknesses that are misunderstood by the bad heretical teachers. Today I have appeared in the world as the 
great king of physicians ( mahdvaidhyardja );°3 1 have compounded the medicine of the Dharma 
{dharmabhaisajyay*^ and you should take it." This is why the Buddha preaches the 
Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

10. Furthermore, there are people who think: "The Buddha is just like ordinary people; like them, he is 
subject to transmigration {samsdra)\ he really experiences the pains of hunger ( bubhuksd ), thirst {pipdsd ), 
cold {sfta) and heat {usna), old age (jard) and sickness (v yddhi). In order to suppress such concepts, the 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra and says: "My body {kayo) is inconceivable {acintya) 66 


63 On the Buddha, king of physicians ( vaidyardja ), master of medicines (, bhaisajyagu.ru ), see below, k. 22, p. 224a; k. 85, 
p. 657b. For details, see P. Dcmieville in HBbBgirin, Byfi p. 228, 230-231.- The 'Sutra of the good physician' or the 'Sutra 
on the comparison of the physician' are important, the Sanskrit texts of which may be found in Kosa, VI, p. 121, n. 4; 
Kosavyakhya, p. 514; and the Chinese version in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 389), k. 15, p. 105a-b. - Other sources mentioned 
by Dcmieville: T 276, p. 384c; T 159, k. 8, p. 328c, 330b; T 375, k. 5, p. 631c; T 26, k. 4, p. 442-443; k. 60, p. 804-805, 
etc. Further references to Pali and Sanskrit texts: Anguttara, III, p. 238: seyyatha pi bho....abbhattham gacchanti. - In a 
list of epithets applied to the Buddha, (Anguttara, IV, p. 340), there is that of bhisakha, 'physician'. The Milinda compares 
the Buddha to a vejja, p. 74, and to a bhisakha, p. 112, 169, 172. 173. - The Lalitavistara invokes him as vaiyaraj or 
vaidyardja, p. 46, 97, 283, 351, 358. - The Bodhicaryavatara calls him the omniscient physician, skilled in curing all 
suffering {sarvajhavaidya sarvasalyapaharin, II, v. 37), the best of physicians ( varavaidya , VII, v. 24). - Similarly, 
Siksyasamucchaya, p. 148.5, 243.4, 295.1. 

64 Religious preaching plays an important part in Buddhist therapy; cf. HBbBgirin, Byfi, p. 257. 

66 Like many Mahayana sutras, the Mpps attributes two bodies to the Buddha, one human, the other superhuman. The 
latter is in question here. Cf. Siddhi, p. 776, 788; HBbBgirin, p. 178-182. 

66 Marvellous though his powers may be, the Buddha is considered as an ordinary human, not only by his enemies the 
heretics but also by his first disciples, the Theras, who compiled canonical scriptures and elaborated the Sarvastivadin 
scholasticism: see Siddhi, p. 764-772; HBbBgirin, p. 174-177. It is exclusively on these sources, which represent only a 
part of Buddhism, that H. Oldenburg has based his well-known work, Le Buddha, sa vie, sa doctrine et sa communaute. 
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Brahma king of the gods, etc., the gods and the ancients, for periods ( kalpa ) as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges ( gangdnadrvdlukopama ) have tried to measure my body and find the range of my voice (vac); 
they were unable to test it and still less, my wisdom ( prajna ) and my samadhi." Some stanzas say: 

The true nature of dharmas, 

Brahma devaraja, 

All the gods and princes of the earth. 

Misunderstand it, are unable to understand it. 

The profound marvelous Dharma, 

No-one can test it. 

The Buddha has come to reveal it. 

Its light is like the brilliance of the sun. 

Moreover, when the Buddha turned the wheel of the Dharma ( dharmacakra ), bodhisattvas from foreign 
regions ( desantara ) came to examine the Buddha's body^ which surpasses space ( dkdsha ) and the 
immense buddha-fields (buddhaksetra). Having come from the universe of the Buddha Houa chang 
(Padmottara),68 they saw the body of the Buddha and exclaimed: 

Space is infinite, 

So are the qualities of the Buddha. 

To want to measure his body 
Would be an endless task. 

He surpasses the world of space 
And the immense buddha-fields. 

To see the body of the Lion of the Sakyas 
Is just that and none other. 

The body of the Buddha is like a mountain of gold, 

He sends out great rays, 

[59a] He is adorned with the major and the minor marks 
Like a garland of lotuses in springtime. 


67 In the Mahavastu, III, p. 343-345, and the Lalitavistara, p. 438, these are the devas or devaputras who come to praise 
the Buddha. 

68 The Buddha residing at the limits of the nadir (Pancavimsati, p. 17). 
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If the Buddha's body is immense (, apramana ), so also are his rays (; rasmi ), his voice (vac), his morality 
(silo), his samadhis, his wisdom ( prajnd ) and his other buddha qualities ( buddhadharma). Refer to the 
three mysteries (guhya) explained in the Mi tsi king (Guhyakasutra)69 on which it will be necessary to 
enlarge. 

11. Furthermore, at the time of his birth, the Buddha came down to the earth, took seven steps ( saptapada) 
and spoke some words, then was silent. ^ Like a ll infants, he does not walk and does not talk; he suckles 
milk for three years; nurses feed him and he grows slowly. However the body (kayo) of the Buddha is 
incalculable (, asamkhyeya ) and surpasses all the worlds (sarvalokdtikrdnta). But he appears to beings as an 
ordinary man ( prthagjana ). Ordinarily, in a new-born baby, the limbs (. kdyabhdga ), the faculties ( indriya ) 
and the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ) are undeveloped (siddha, parinispanna) and thus, the four 
bodily positions ( Trydpatha ) - sitting (; nisadana ), lying down (sayyd), walking (gamana) standing (sthdna) 
- going from speech to silence, and all the other human behaviors (manusyadharma) are incompletely 
manifested. With the passing of the days, months and years, the child practices little by little and takes on 


69 The three mysteries (guhya) of the Tathagata, the mystery of the body (kdya), of the speech (vac) and of the mind 
(manas ), are explained in the section of the Ratnakuta entitled Assembly of Guhyaka-Vajrapani, Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 
10, p. 53b. - Dharmaraksa has given a different version in the Jou lai pou sseu yi py mi ta tch'eng king 
(Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa), T 312, k. 6, p. 716c.- The Tibetan version is called De b€in gsegs pahi gsah ba bsam gyis 
mi khyab pa bstan = Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa, Dkon brtsegs no, 3 (OKC no. 760.3, p. 231; Csoma-Feer, p. 214). - 
Below, k. 10, p. 127c, the Mpps refers back to the same text under the name Mi tsi kin kang king (Guhyakavakrapani) 

76 This paragraph contains a short summary of the life of the Buddha, already sketched in paragraph 8. The terrestrial and 
human existence of Sakyamuni, although real, is not only miraculous but also, in a certain sense, artificial: the Buddha 
conforms to the world ( lokanuvartana ); he takes on worldly dharmas which in reality are foreign to him. There are 
several varieries of Lokottaravadas: sometimes the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni is a fictitious body ( nirmdnakdya), a phantom 
(Docetism), sometimes it is a body of birth which, at the time of enlightenment, is paired with a glorious body, a body of 
dharmadhatu (See Siddhi, p. 773-776; HBbBgirin, p. 177-185). The Lokottaravada of the Mpps is largely that of the 
Mahavastu, summarized by A. Barth, Jour, des Savants, 1890, p. 467-458 (= Oeuvres, V, p. 16): "The Buddhas have 
absolutely nothing in common with the world (lokena samam); everything in them is supernatural ( lokottara), I, p. 159. If 
they appear to think, speak, act, suffer like us, it is out of pure compassion, in order to conform externally to our 
weakness (lokanuvartana)', they themselves are above all of that and remain strangers to it, I, p. 167-172. To maintain the 
opposite is heresy, I, p. 96. It goes without saying that our text tells all the miracles of the conception, gestation, birth at 
great length, but not without adding to it its own note, which is that that all takes place without any natural cause, or 
rather, as there is no divine cause, it is itself its own cause. In no way are the Buddhas engendered by their father and 
mother; they are produced by their own energy, they are svaguncinirvrtta, which is just a simple variant of the 
brahmanical svayambhu, I, p. 145. Their mothers are virgin (see, however, Lav., Dogma et philosophic, p. 57, 186-188; 
Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 36); in those existences in which they are to give birth to a Bodhisattva of the last level, 
the mothers of the Bodhisattva live in complete chastity; not even in mind do they have any connection with their 
spouses, I, p. 147. They live as virgins for seven days after having given birth, I, p. 199. Their ladies are also virgins; for, 
in their last two existences, the Bodhisattvas did not give themselves up to sense pleasures. Thus it is directly from heaven 
that Rahiila entered the womb of his mother Yasodhara... As for the Bodhisattvas who have reached their last birth, we 
know that they come into the world leaving their mothers' right side without injuring them; that is because, adds the 
Mahavastu, their form ( rupa), i.e., their body, is completely spiritual ( manomaya), I, p. 218." 
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human behaviors. But why was the Buddha bom, if before birth he was already able to talk and walk, and 
afterwards he could not? This seems strange; but the single purpose of the Buddha is to use his power of 
skillful means ( updyabala ): the Buddha manifests human behaviors ( manusyadharma ) and adopts the 
human positions ( frydpatha ) so that beings will believe in his profound Dharma. If the Bodhisattva were 
able to walk and talk as soon as he was born, people would say: "This man that we see is extraordinary 
(i adbhuta ), he must be a god ( deva ), a naga or a demon ( asura ). The doctrine which he professes is 
certainly not within our reach. Transmigrating (samsariri) and fleshly ( mamsakaya ) beings as we are, in the 
grasp ( dksipta ) of the activities of the fetters ( samyojana ), we do not have the capacity ( vasitd ) for it; who 
among us could attain such a profound Dharma?"^ 1 Victims of their own modesty, these people cannot 
become firm adepts of the holy Dharma (aryadharmabhajana). It is for them that the Buddha is born in the 
Lan p'i ni yuan (LumbinTvana).^ - Although he might have gone directly to the tree of enlightenment 
( bodhidruma ) and become Buddha there, he pretended by skillful means ( updya ) to act as a child 
(kumara), as an adolescent ( bdla ), as a youg man ( ddraka ) and as a grown man. At every age, he 
successively fulfilled the appropriate role: childish play ( kumdraknda ), study of the arts ( kdla ), 
householder's duty ( sevand ), enjoyment of the five objects of desire {panca kamaguna- Endowed with 
human faculties, he contemplates the painful spectacle of old age (jata), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana) and experiences revulsion (samvega)^^ for them. - In the middle of the night, he passed outside 
the ramparts, left home (pmvmjati ) and went to the rsis Yu t'o ie (Udraka) and A lo lo (Arada). He 


71 The same idea expressed in almost identical words in the Lalitavistara, p. 87-88: garbhavasthitah ca....paripurayitum 
iti. - Tr. Foucaux, p. 81-82: It is out of compassion for beings that a Bodhisattva is bom in the world of men, because if he 
were a god, he would not turn the wheel of Dhanna. And because of that, Ananda, how could beings not fall into 
discouragement? (They would say): The Bhagavat Tathagata Arhat is truly the perfect and accomplished Buddha; but we, 
being only humans, are incapable of fulfilling the conditions. 

Indeed, if the canonical scriptures are to be believed, Sakyamuni's contemporaries did not know how to characterize him 
and perplexedly wondered: Is he a man, a god, a gandharva or a yaksa? Cf. Anguttara, II, p. 38 (corresponding passage in 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 101), k. 4, p. 28a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 31, p. 717b-c); Majjhima, I, p. 386; Jataka, I, p. 66. 

72 The Lumbinlvana, the birthplace of the Buddha, is rarely mentioned in the canonical sources. See, however, 
Suttanipata, v. 683 ( Lumbineyya janapcidci)\ Kathavatthu, p. 97, 559. - But all the biographies of the Buddha, Sanskrit and 
Chinese, as well as the Pali exegetical literature, agree in having the Buddha be born at LumbinI: Mahavastu, II, p. 18, 
145; Lalitavistara, p. 82, 96, 234, 411; Buddhacarita, I, v. 6; Nidanakatha, p. 53, 54; Manoratha, I, p. 16; Cullavamsa, LI, 
v. 10; Ken pen chouo...p'o sang che, T 1450, k. 2, p. 107c, etc. - At Lumbini, actually Rumindei, near the Nepalese 
village of Paderia, two miles north of Bhagavanpura, there is a column erected by Asoka on the spot where the Buddha 
was born bearing the following inscription: "Here the Buddha was bom, sage of the Sakyas... He has erected a stone 
column which makes it known: 'Here the Blessed One was bom.' " (Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 110-111). 

73 For the miracles of childhood and youth, Thomas, Life of the Buddha, p. 38-50. 

74 The Mpps mentions only three encounters (the old man, the sick man and the dead man), like the Buddhacarita, III, v. 
25-62; the Lieou tsi king, T 152 (no. 77), k. 7, p. 41a-b (Chavannes, Contes , I, p. 267-270) and the Tch'ou yao king 
(Tokyo Tripitaka, XXIV, 6, p. 43). - But most sources add a fourth, the meeting with a monk: cf. Mahapadanasutta, 
DIgha, II, p. 21-28; Nidanakatha, p. 59; Mahavastu, II, p. 150-157; Lalitavistara, p. 187-191; Ken pen chouo...p'o seng 
che, T1350, k. 3, p. 112c-l 14a; Chinese biographies: T 184, p. 3466-467; T 185, p. 474-475; T 186, p. 502-503; T 187, p. 
570-571; T 188, p. 618; T 189, p. 629-631; T 190, p. 719-724. 
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pretended to be their disciple, but did not follow their teaching. Having always had the superknowledges 
(i abhijna ), he recalled his former existence ( purvajanma ) when, at the time of the Buddha Kia cho 
(Kasyapa), he followed the path of discipline (silacaryamarga) ;7^ nevertheless, for the moment, he 
pretended to practice asceticism ( duskaracarya ) and searched for the path ( mdrga ) for six years. - 
Although he reigns over the trisahasramahasahasra-lokadhatu, the Bodhisattva pretended to destroy Mara's 
army ( marasena ) and attain the supreme path ( anuttaramarga ). 

It is in order to conform to the human condition ( lokadharmdnuvartana ) that he manifested all these 
transformations ( parinama ). But here in the Prajnaparamita he manifested the great power of his 
superknowledges ( abhijna) and wisdom ( prajna ); in that way, people will know that the Buddha's body 
(, kdya) is incalculable (, asamkhyeya ) and surpasses all the worlds ( sarvalokdtikrdnta ). 

12. Moreover, there are people who could be saved, but who sometimes fall into [59b] the two extremes 
(i antadvaya ), whether, out of ignorance ( avidya ), they seek only bodily pleasures ( kdyasukha ), or whether, 
by the path of activity ( samskdramdrga ), they give themselves up to asceticism {duskaracarya)?^ From 
the absolute point of view (paramdrtha ), these people lose the right path of nirvana. In order to extirpate 
these twofold extremes {antadvaya) and introduce people into the middle path {madhyamd pratipad ), the 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamita. 

13. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to mark the difference in retribution {vipdka) 
between worship (puja) of the body of birth (janmakdya) and the worship of the body of the Dharma 
(i dharmakaya ). Refer to the chapter of the Cho li 'ta (Sarlrastuti).77 


7^ These two individuals are called Alara Kalama and Uddaka Ramaputta in Pali; in Sanskrit, Arada Kalama and Udraka 
Ramaputra (the readings of the Lalitavistara in Lehmann's edition and Foucaux's translation are in error). - Contrary to 
what the Mpps says here, the Buddha followed the teachings of Arada before those of Udraka: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 163- 
167, 249; Dhammapadatta, I, p. 70-71; Nidanakatha, p. 66; Mahavastu, II, p. 119-120; Divya, p. 392; Lalitavistara, p. 
238-239, 243-245; Buddhacarita ch. 12; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 204), k. 56, p. 776b-c; Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 
1450, k. 4, p. 119. 

76 These are the two extremes of laxism ( kdmasukhallikdnuyoga ) and rigorism {dtmaklamathdnuyoga), condemned by 
the Buddha who preaches a middle way {madhyamd pratipad) in the sennon at Benares. Vinaya, I, p. 10: dve 'me 
bhikkhave antd....nibbadnaya samvattati. Mahavastu, III, p. 331: dvav imau bhiksavahpravrajitasya....sambodhdye 
nirvdndye samvartate. Lalitavistara, p. 416: dvav imau bhiksavah pravrajitasdntav....pratipadd tathagato dharmaam 
desayati. 

See also DIgha, III, p. 113, Majjhima, III, p. 230; Samyutta, IV, p. 330; V, p. 421; Nettipakarana, p. 110; Visuddhimagga, 
p. 5. 32; Mahayanasutralamkara, p. 53; Samgraha, p. 2; Bodh. bhumi, p. 185, 187. In reality, the literature of the Prajnas 
understands the middle way not in as moral or disciplinary sense as does the Lesser Vehicle, but rather in a philosphical 
sense. The two extremes which it attacks are not only laxism and rigorism but also, and particularly, the extreme views of 
being and non-being, of etemalism and nihilism, etc. Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 269; Madh. avatara, p. 22 (tr. Lav., Museon, 
VIII, 1907, p. 271); Vaidya, Etude sur Aryadeva, p. 35-37; Lav., Madhyamaka, p. 10; Dutt, Mahayana, p. 46, 54. 

77 SarTrastuti is the title of a chapter (p'in) in the Pancavimsati: T 220, k. 430, p. 151c-166a (chap. 35: Cho lip'in ); T 221, 
K. 7, p. 51b-54a (chap. 38: Cho li p'in)', T 223, k. 10, p. 290b-293c (chap. 37: Fa tch'engp'in). - It is commented on in the 
Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 59, p. 475b-481b(chap. 35: Kiao Rang cho lip'in). 


42 



14. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra in order to teach about the bodhisattva’s 
irreversibility ( avaivartika ) and about the characteristics {lingo) of this avaivartika^ ^ He also preaches in 
order to thwart the tricks and works of Mara. 

15. Furthermore, he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra so that future centuries will honor (pujati) the 
Prajnaparamita and in order to predict (v ydkarana) the Three Vehicles ( yanatraya ). Thus the Buddha said 
to A nan (Ananda): After my nirvana, this Prajnaparamita will go to the south ( dakshindpatha ); from the 
south, it will go to the west ( pascimadesa ); in five hundred years, it will go to the north ( uttarapatha 


78 The Bodhisattva becomes irreversible ( avaivartika ) or predestined to bodhi (niyata) when he acquires the body bom of 
the dharmadhatu. Cf. below, k. 4, p. 86b-c; k. 29, p. 273a; k. 74, p. 579c; Siddhi, p. 736-739. 

79 Quotation from the Pancavimsati according to Kumarajlva's translation, T 223, k. 13, p. 317b: "Sariputra, after the 
parinirvana of the Buddha, this profound Prajnaparamita will go to the lands in the southern region; there the bhiksus, 
bhiksunls, upasakas and upasikas will write this profound Prajnaparamita; they will want to keep it, study it, think about 
it, teach it, meditate on it amd practice it. As a result of these roots of good ( kusalamula ), they will not fall into the bad 
destinies ( durgati ) but they will enjoy the happiness of gods and men; they will make progress in the six virtues 
(pdramitd ); they will venerate, respect and celebrate the Buddhas. Gradually, by the vehicles of the sravakas, 
pratyekabuddhas and buddhas, they will attain nirvana. - Sariputra, from the region of the south, this profound 
Prajnaparamita will go to the west; there the bhiksus, etc. - From the region of the west, it will go to the north; there the 
bhiksus, etc. - Sariputra, at this time this profound Prajnaparamita will do the work of the Buddha in the region of the 
north." 

The same itinerary of the Prajna, south, west, north, occurs in three versions of the Astasahasrika due to the Tche tch'an 
(T 224, k. 4, p. 446b), to Kumarajlva (T 227, k. 5, p. 555a) and to Danapala (T228, k. 10, p. 623b). 

Some writers call upon this so-called itinerary to assign a southern origin to the Prajna: these are mainly G. Tucci, II 
Buddhismo, Foligno, 1926, p. 116; N. Dutt, Mahaydna, p. 41, L. de La Vallee Poussin, in Siddhi, p. 752; S. Paranavitana, 
Mahaydnism in Ceylon, Ceylon Jour, of Science, Section G, II, 1928, p. 35; T. Matsumoto, Die P.P. Literatur, p. 31. 

But if there are good reasons to think that the Mahayanasutras in general and the Prajnas in particular originate in the 
south (land of Andhra), it is doubtful that the argument can be based on the cited itinerary. Three comments actually 
present themselves. 

Before going to the south, the Prajnaparamita left the east, more precisely the region of Magadha, where it had been 
preached by the Buddha on Grdhrakutaparvata (Mpps, k. 67, p. 531b): "The Buddha appeared in the region of the west; 
there he preached the Prajnaparamita, destroyed Mara and his people, the heretics ( tvrthika ), and saved innumerable 
beings. Following that, between two sala trees at Kushinagara, he entered into nirvana. Then the Prajnaparamita went 
from the region of the east to the south." Secondly, the spread of the Prajna in the four cardinal directions is but an 
allegory meant to symbolize its success. In the same place (k. 67, p. 531b), the Mpps makes this quite clear: "Then the 
Prajnaparamita went from the region of the west to the region of the south. It is like the sun, the moon, the five stars and 
the twenty-eight constellations ( nakscitra) which consistently go from west to south. From the region of the south, the 
Prajnaparamita will go to the region of the west and, from the west, to the region of the north: thus it makes a circuit 
around Mount Sumeru. According to the usual customs of puja, it makes circumambulation towards the right 
(pradaksina ) around the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa; that is why it goes from east to south and from south to west. Just as 
the Buddha, out of detachment ( asaktachittatd ), did not stay in one fixed abode, so the Prajna does not stay definitively in 
one single place." - What is said here about the Prajna is true in general about the Buddhadhanna. The journey of the 
Prajna recalls that of the wheel of king Sudarsana which, establishing the Buddhist pentalogue wherever it rolled, rolled 
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There will be many believers there. The sons and daughters of good family will offer flowers (puspa), 
incense (, dhupa ), garlands ( mdlya ), standards ( dhvaja ), banners {pataka ), music ( turya ), lamps ( dfpa), 
jewels ( maniratna) and other riches (va.su). They will write it, preach it, study it, listen to it, reflect on it, 
meditate on it, and worship it in the usual ways. For this reason, these people will enjoy all kinds of 
worldly happiness ( lokasukha ), will obtain the three vehicles ( yanatraya ) without delay and enter into 
nirvana-without-residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ). This will be seen in following chapters. It is for these 
reasons and these motivations that the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

16. Furthermore, the Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to explain the absolute point of view 
( paramarthika siddhdntalaksana). There are four points of view (siddhanta): 1) the mundane point of view 
( laukika siddhanta), 2) the individual point of view (pratipaurusika siddhanta), 3) the therapeutic^ point 
of view (prdtipdksika siddhanta), 4) the absolute point of view (paramarthika siddhanta ).81 In these four 


to the east, dove into the sea, emerged, rolled to the south, to the west andto the north. Cf. Mahasudassananasutta , DIgha, 
II, p. 172-173 (tr. Rh. D., II, p. 202-203); Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 2), k. 3, p. 21c-22a; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 68), k. 14, 

р. 515; Ta tcheng kiu wang king, T 45. 

Lastly, we may note that the itinerary south-west-north is not the only one attributed to the Prajna. Others are also 
mentioned in the sources: 

a. South-north itinerary, in the oldest version of the Pancavimsati due to Moksala, T 221, k. 10, p. 72a. 

b. South ( daksinaapatha ) - east (vartani = purvadesa) - north ( uttarapatha) itinerary in the original Sanskrit of the 
AOtasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 225. Here is this text: ime khalu punah Sariputra satpdramitdscimyuktdh....tathdgatena 
buddhacaksusd. 

с. Itinerary of the land of the Sakya clan (Che che: 165 and 13; 83) - east (Houei to ni: 73 and 9; 36 and 3; 44 and 2 = 
vartani) - north (Yu tan yue: 75 and 22; 30 and 9; 73 = uttaravatl), according to the version of the Astasahasrika due to the 
Tche k'ien, T 225, k. 3, p. 490a. 

d. Itinerary southeast-south-southeast-northwest-north-northeast, in the latest Pancavimsati and the Astasahasrika by 
Hiuan tsang, T 220, k. 439, p. 212c-213c; k. 326, p. 808b-c. 

It is very likely that the authentic and earliest of these passages has been modified in the course of time. 

For the success of the Prajna in the north, a passage of the Mpps (k. 67, p. 531b) is of interest for the following reason. 
When the Buddha was in the world, he was able to cut through the doubts of the samgha: the Buddha's doctrine was 
prospering and there could be no fear of its disappearance. But five centuries passed after the Buddha's nirvana; the good 
law was disappearing little by little, the work of the Buddha was threatened. Then beings of sharp faculties (tiksnendriya) 
will study and meditate [on the Prajnaparamita]; they will make offerings of flowers and perfumes. Beings of weak 
faculties (mrdvindriya) will transcribe it and also make offerings of flowers and perfumes. These two classes of beings 
will, in the long run, find salvation.... This profound Prajnaparamita will spread through the region of the north. Indeed, of 
all the regions of Jambudvlpa, that of the north is the most vast. Moreover, there are the Snowy Mountains (Himalaya) 
and, since it is cold there, its plants are able to detroy the poisons [of desire, hatred and delusion]. Because of the grains 
eaten there, the three poisons do not have such great strength. For this reason, the number of those who practice the 
Prajnaparamita in the north are many."] 

This is the literal translation of Lamotte's French. Monier-Williams gives 'hostile, adverse, contrary' for prdtipdksa. 

81 The theory of the four siddhantas appears as a development of the theory of the two truths, relative truth 
(samvrtisatya) and absolute truth (paramdrthasatya) which is explained in Kathavatthu Comm. p. 22; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, 
k. 77, p. 399b-400c (tr. Lav, MCB, V, 1937, p. 161-169; Kosa, VII, p. 130; Madh. vrtti, p. 492; Madh. avatara, p. 70 (tr. 
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points of view are contained, in its entirety, the twelve-membered scriptures ( dvddasdnga ) and the eighty- 
four thousand baskets of the doctrine ( caturasfti-dharmapitakasahasra ). All four points of view are true 
(satya) and do not contradict one another ( ananyonyavyapakrsta ): in the Buddhadharma, there are realities 
of mundane order, realities of individual order, realities of antidotal order and realities of absolute order. 

a. What is the mundane point of view ( laukika siddhanta)? Real dharmas resulting from causes and 
conditions ( hetupratyayasamagri ) exist, but do not have a nature distinct (, bhinnasvabhdva ) [from these 
causes and conditions].^ Thus the chariot ( ratha ) exists by the coming together of the pole, the axles, the 
spokes and the rim of the wheel, but there is no chariot distinct from its constituent parts. ^ In the same 
way, the individual exists by the coming together of the five aggregates ( skandha ), but there is no 
individual distinct from the skandhas. If there were no mundane point of view, the Buddha would be a liar. 
Why did he actually say: "With my very pure divine eye ( divyacaksus ), I see that, according to their good 
or bad actions ( kusalakusaladharma ), beings die here and are reborn there in order to undergo retribution 
( vipdka ). Those who have done good actions are reborn among the gods ( deva ) and among men 
( manusya ); those who have committed [59c] bad actions fall into the three unfortunate destinies 
(i durgati ).^4 Moreover, a sutra says: "A person has been born into this world for the joy, happiness and 


Lav, Museon, VIII, p. 313); Bodhicaryavataara, IX, v. 2. It is also discussed in the Mpps, k. 38, p. 336b. See Oltramare, 
Theosophie, p. 300-303; Lav., Documents d'Abhidharma. Les deux, les quatre, les troi verites, MCB, V, p. 159-187. - The 
first three siddhantas correspond to the relative truth, the fourth to the absolute truth. Samvrttisatya = 1) laukika 
saiddhanta + 2 )pratipaurushika siddhanta + 3 )prdtipdksika siddhdnta. 

Paramarthasatya = 4) pciramdrthika siddhanta. 

To my [Lamotte's] knowledge, the theory of the four siddhantas appears only in the Mpps. However, the Bodh. bhumi, p. 
37, mentions four tattvas or realities and four degrees of knowledge: 

1) lokaprasiddhatattva, common reality, known to the whole world; 2) yuktiprasiddhatattva, reality established on proofs, 
3) klesavaranavisuddhijhdnagocara, the sphere of knowledge free of any obstacle consistently consisting of passion; 4) 
jheydvaranavisuddhijnanagocara, the sphere of knowledge free of any obstacle to consciousness. For the expressions 
klesa- and jneyavarana, frequently found in the Vijnanavadin texts, see Trimsika, p. 15, Samgraha, p. 6; 
Madhyantavibhanga, index; Siddhi, p. 366. - It is clear that, under these different names, the four tattvas of the Bodh. 
bhumi correspond exactly to the four siddhantas of the Mpps. 

8- When the Buddha speaks of the person, the individual, it is from the mundane point of view for, from the absolute 
view, the individual is not different from the five skandhas that constitute him. Most of the texts mentioned here are taken 
from chap. IX of the Kosa, dedicated to the refutation of the pudgala. 

83 An allusion to the reply of the nun Vajira (Sila in the Kosh) to Mara. Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 135; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
1202), k. 45, p. 327a; T 100 (no. 218), p. 454: Kinnu satto tipaccesi.... hoti satto to sammuti II 

These stanzas are cited in Kathavatthu, p. 66, Kosa, IX, p. 249, and Madh. avatara, p. 257, of which here is the Tibetan 
version: bdag ces bya bdud kyi sems....kun rdzob sems can €es byaho The comparison of the chariot is repeated and 
developed in Milinda, p. 27: Kim pana maharaja....tho ti - Na hi bhante ti. 

This vision of the Buddha arises from the knowledge of the death and birth of beings which he acquired on the second 
watch of the night of enlightenment. This discovery is described in the same terms in the Sanskrit tradition (e.g., 
Lalitavistara, p. 344; Mahavastu, II, p. 283; Dasabalasutra in Waldschmidt, Bmchstiicke, p. 221; Bimbasarasutra, ibid., p. 
129-130) and in the Pali tradition (e.g., Dlgha, I, p. 82; Majjhima, I, p. 23, 348; II, p. 21, etc.): 

Sanskrit: Atha bodhisattvo divyena caksusa....bheddt svargalokesupapcidyante. 
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usefulness of many people. This is the Buddha Bhagavat."^ in the same way, the Fa kin (Dharmapada) 
says: "A mind is able to save a mind; another man is able to save a mind; the practice of good and wisdom 
is the best savior."86 Also, the Buddha has said in the P'ing cha wang ying king (Bimbasararajapratyud- 
gamanasutra): "The ordinary person ( prthagjana ) does not listen to the Dharma, the ordinary person is 
attached to the Atman.However, in the Fa eul ye king (Sutra of the two nights of the Dharma, or 
Dharmaratridvyayasutra), it is said: "From the night when he acquired the Path to the night of the 
parinirvana, every teaching given by the Buddha is true and not false."88 Now if the individual did not 


Pali: So dibbena cakkhuna visuddhena....sugatim saggam lokam upapanna ti. 

Ariguttara, I, p. 22: ekapuggalo bhokkhave loke....araham sammasambuddho; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 3, p. 561a9; 
Kosha, IX, p. 259. 

8® I [Lamotte] am unable to locate this citation either in the Dhammapada or in the Udanavarga. 

87 T 26 (no. 62), k. 11, p. 498b 10: These balaprthagjanas who have understood ( asrutavat ) nothing see the self as their 
self and become attached to the self. But there is no 'me' ( atman ) and there is no 'mine' ( dtmiya ). The 'me' is empty, the 
'mine' is empty. - A parallel passage in T41, p. 826al9: Those who call what is not a self a self are fools ( bala ) who have 
understood little. 

The Bimbasdrasutra or Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra is well known: 

1) A portion of the Sanskrit original, entitled Bimbasdrasutra, has been recovered from central Asia by the Turfan 
expedition and published in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 114-148. 

2) It is quoted in Kosa, III, p. 84, IX, p. 249 and Kosavyakhya, p. 299: bdlah prthijanah samskaramdtram....karma 
drabhate. 

3) It has been translated twice into Chinese: a. P'in pi so lo wang ying fo king (Bimbisararaja-pratyudgamanasutra) in 
Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 62), k. 11, p. 497b. - b. Fo chouo p'in p'o so lo wang king (Bimbasarasutra), translation of Fa 
hien, T 41, p. 825. 

4) There is a Tibetan version entitled: Mdo chen po gzugs can shin pos bsu ba €es bya ba 
(Bimbasarapratyudgamanamahasutra), Mdo XXV, 2 ) Csoma-Feer, p. 275; OKC, no. 955). It has been analyzed by 
Waldschmidt in Bruchstiicke, p. 144-148. 

5) The Sarvastivadin Vinaya (Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b) considers the P'in po cha lo po lo che k'ie mo nan 
(Bimibasarapratyudgamana) as one of the 'great sutras' known concerning a very learned upasaka. 

Bimbasara met Sakyamuni twice. A first meeting occurred before the Buddha's enlightenment, at Rajagrha near 
Pandavapabbata. The Mpps will allude to it below, k. 3, p. 77a. The second meeting was after the enlightenment; 
Bimbasara with a numerous retinue went to the Buddha whom he found at the Supatitthacetiya of Latthivanuyyana. The 
Bimbasararajapratyudgamanasutra refers to this second meeting and it was then that the king was converted along with all 
his people. This conversion is related in the Vinaya and the Lives of the Buddha: Vinaya, I, p. 35-39 (tr. Rh. D. - 
Oldenberg, I, p. 136-144) to be compared with Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1074), k. 38, p. 279a-c, and T100 (nO. 13), k. 1, p. 
377a-c. - Mahavastu, III, p. 443-449. - Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 16, p. 110a. - Sseu feu liu, T 1428, k. 33, p. 707c. - Ken 
pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 7, p. 135 seq. - Dhammapadattha, I, p. 88 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 197). - 
Nidanakatha, p. 83. 

88 This so-called "Sutra of the two nights" is a well-known aphorism found in Dlgha, III, p. 135; Aiiguttara, II, p. 24; 
Itivuttaka, p. 121; Sumaiigala. I, p. 66; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 137), k. 34, p. 645bl8: yah ca rattim tathdgato....eva hoti 
mo ahhathd. 
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truly exist, why would the Buddha say [without lying]: "With my divine eye I consider beings"? It must be 
concluded that the individual does exist, but only from the mundane point of view and not from the 
absolute pount of view. 

Question. - The absolute point of view is true ( bhutam satya) and, because it is true, it is called absolute; 
the other points of view cannot be true. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Taken separately, the four points of view are true. The true nature ( tathatd ), 
the nature of phenomena ( dharmatd ), the summit of existence ( bhutakoti ), do not exist from the mundane 
point of view, but they do exist from the absolute point of view. In the same way, individuals exist from 
the mundane point of view, but do not exist from the absolute point of view. Why? When the five 
aggregates ( skandha ) that are the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) for the individual exist, the 
individual exists. Just as when the color ( rupa ), odor ( gandha ), taste (rasa) and tangible ( spmstavya ) that 
are the causes and conditions for milk (ksfra) exist, the milk exists. If milk did not really exist, the [60a] 
causes and conditions for milk would not exist either. But since the causes and conditions for milk really 
do exist, it too must exist.89 Since the causes and conditions for a second head ( dvitrya sTrsa) or a third 
hand ( tritiya hasta) do not exist in humans, it is out of the question (prajnapti ) for them. Such 
characterizations ( nimittanaman ) consitute the mundane point of view 

b. What is the individual point of view ( pratipaurusika siddhanta )? It is to preach the doctrine taking into 
consideration (apeksya) the state of mind (cittapravrtti) of the individual. The latter understands or does 
not understand the given subject. Thus a sutra says: "As a result of actions of different retribution 
( sambhinnavipakakarma ), one is reborn in different universes (, sambhinnalokadhdtu ), one experiences 
different contacts ( sambhinnasparsa ) and different feelings ( sambhinnavedana ).90 On the other hand, the 
P'o k'iun na king (Phalgunasutra) says: "There is no-one who undergoes contact; there is no-one who 
experiences sensation. 9 1 

Question. - How do these two sutras agree? 

Answer. - There are people who doubt the here-after (amutra), who do not believe in sin (papa ) or merit 
( punya ), who commit evil acts (akusalacarya) and who fall into the wrong view of annihilation 
(ucchedadrsti). In order to cut these doubts ( samsaya ), to suppress these bad practices and uproot this 


Later it was accepted that the Bhagavat teaches by an instaneous emission of voice (ekaksanagudaharena), or even that 
he does not speak at all (cf. Vasumitra, p. 20; Fo houa yen king, T 279, k. 80, p. 443c; Wei mo kie so chouo king, T 475, 
k. 1, p. 538a; Niraupamyastava by Nagarjuna, v. 7, in JRAS, 1932, p. 314: nodahrtam tvaya....dharmavarsena tarpitah; 
Hobogirin, p. 215-217; Siddhi, p. 796). The "Sutra of the two nights" was modified consequently: Madh. vrtti, p. 366, 
539: yam ca santamaterdtrim....napipravyaharisyati. - Panjika, p. 419: yasyam ratrau tathdgato....niscarantamsrinvanti. 
- Laiikavatara, p. 142-143: yam ca ratrim tathdgato.... avacanam buddhavacanam. 

The exanple of milk is repeated in Kosa, IX, p. 239. 

9® Cf.Anguttara, I, p. 134: Yatth' assa attabhavo....vd aoare vdpariydye. - Tr. When a person is reborn, his action ripens 
and, when this action is ripe, he undergoes its retribution in this lifetime or another. 

91 Samyutta, II, p. 13; Tsa a han, T99 (no. 372), k. 13, p. 102a: phusatiti aham na vadami....vediyatiti aham na vaddmi. - 
Sanskrit fragments of the Phalgunasutra in Kosa, IX, p. 260; Kosavyakhya, p. 707. 
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wrong view of nihilism, the Buddha asserts that a person is reborn in different universes, with different 
contacts ( sparsa ) and different sensations ( vedand ). But Phalguna himself believed in the existence of a 
soul ( dtman ), the existence of the purusa , and had fallen into the wrong view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ). 
He asked the Buddha: "Venerable One ( bhadanta ), who is it that experiences sensation?" If the Buddha 
had replied: "It is such and such ( amuka ) a one who experiences sensation", Phalguna would have fallen 
more deeply into the wrong view of eternalism, his belief in the pudgala (individual) and the atman (soul) 
would have grown and been irremediably strengthened. That is why the Buddha, when talking to him, 
denied that there is a being who feels ( vedaka ) or a being who touches (sparsaka). Characteristics such as 
these are called the individual point of view.92 


92 It is a well-known fact that in his teaching, the Buddha takes into account the intention and state of mind of his 
questioner. See the interview of the Buddha with Vacchagotta: Samyutta, IV, p. 400; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 961)., k. 34, p. 
245b; T 100 (no. 195), k. 10, p. 444c. 

The Buddha refuses to say to Vacchagotta whether the self exists or whether it does not exist. Ananda asks him the 
reason. Ths Buddha explains himself by saying: If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: " Does the 
self exist?", I had answered him: "The self exists", that would have confirmed, Ananda, the doctrine of the Samanas and 
the Brahmanas who believe in eternalism. If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self 
not exist?", I had answered: "The self does not exist", that would have confirmed the doctrine of the Samanas and the 
Brahmanas who believe in nihilism. If, Ananda, when the wandering monk Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self exist", I 
had answered: "The self exists", would that have been useful in making the knowledge arise in him that all dhannas are 
non-self?" - "That would not have been so, O Lord." - "If, on the other hand, Ananda, when the wandering monk 
Vacchagotta asked me: "Does the self not exist", I had answered: "The self does not exist", would that not have had the 
result of precipitating the wandering monk Vacchagotta from one misconception into another greater misconception: "My 
self did not exist previously. And now it does not exist at all." (Oldenberg, Buddha, p. 309-310). - Similarly Kosa, IX, p. 
262-4: Why has the Bhagavat not declared that the vital principle (jiva) is the body? Because the Bhagavat takes into 
consideration the intention ( asaya ) of the person who is questioning him. The latter understands by jiva, not an imaginary 
being, the simple designation of the elements, but an individual, a real living entity; and on thinking of this individual, he 
asks if the jiva is identical with or different from the body. This jiva does not exist in an absolute manner: it bears no 
relationship either of identity or difference with what is: the Bhagavat therefore condemns both answers. In the same way, 
one cannot say that the hairs of the tortoise are hard or soft... Why does the Bhagavat not answer that the jiva does not 
exist in an absolute way? Again because he takes into account the intention of the questioner. The latter perhaps is asking 
about the jfva with the idea that the jiva is the series of elements ( skandha ). If the Bhagavat answered that the jiva does 
not exist absolutely, the questioner would fall into wrong view. Besides, as the questioner is incapable of understanding 
dependent arising ( pratityasamutpada ), he is not a suitable receptacle for the holy Dharma: the Bhagavat therefore does 
not tell him that the jiva exists only as a designation. - Lav. Nirvana, p. 118-119: " The scholastic likes to say that the 
Buddha varied his teaching according to the dispositions of his listeners: that some sutras, of clear meaning ( nitartha), 
must be undertood literally; that other sutras, of implicit and non-inferential meaning ( neyartha ) must be interpreted: a 
convenient hypothesis for the exegetists and legitimate in many cases. The Canon sees in the Buddha a physician, the 
great physician; the scholastic represents him as an empiricist. The Buddha was afraid lest the common man, reassured on 
the side of hell, should not commit sin; he wants the wise to learn to divest themselves of all egotism: thus to some he 
teaches the existence of a self and to others the non-existence of a self. In the same way the tigress carries her young ones 
in her jaw: she locks her teeth just enough so that they don't fall - into the heresy of nihilism of the empirical self - but 
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c. The antidotal point of view (prdtipaksika siddhanta). - There are dharmas that exist as counteragents 
( pratipaksa ) but do not exist as true natures (, bhutasvabhdva ). Thus hot ( usna ), fatty ( medasvin), acidic 
{katuka), salty ( lavana ) plants and foods ( osadhydkahdra ) are a counteragent in illnesses of wind 
( vdyuvyddhi ), but are not not a remedy in other sicknesses. ^3 Cold (sita), sweet ( madhura ), bitter ( tikta ), 
acrid ( karkasa) plants and foods are a counteragent in illnesses of fire ( tejovyddhi ) but are not a remedy in 
other illnesses. Acidic {katuka), bitter {tikta), acrid {karkasa) and hot {usna) plants and foods are a 
countergent for chills ( sttavyadhi ) but are not a remedy in other illnesses. It is the same in the 
Buddhadharma, to remedy sickness of the mind ( cetovyddhi ). Contemplation of the disgusting 
(i asubhabhdvana )^4 is a good counteragent {kusala pratipaksadharma) in the sickness of attachment 
( rdgavyddhi ); it is not good {kusala) in the sickness of hatred {dvesavyddhi) and is not a remedy 
( pratipaksadharma ). Why? Asubhabhdvana is the contemplation of bodily defects {kdyadosapariksd)- if a 
hateful man contemplates the faults of his enemy, he increases the flame of his hatred. - Meditation on 
loving-kindness {maitncittamaniskara) is a good remedy in the sickness of hatred {dvesavyddhi)-, it is not 
good, not a remedy, in the sickness of attachment {rdgavyddhi). Why? Loving-kindness ( maitricitta ) 
consists of seeking reasons for love for others and contemplating their qualities (guna). If a person full of 
attachment seeks the reasons for love and contemplates the qualities [of the person whom he loves], he 
increases his attachment (rdga). - The contemplation of causes and conditions ( hetupratyayapariksd ) is a 
good counteragent in the sickness of delusion {mohavyddhi); it is not good, not a remedy, in the sicknesses 
of hatred [60b] and attachment {rdgadvesavyddhi). Why? Because it is as a result of previous wrong 
contemplation (purvamithyapariksd) that wrong view {mithyadrsti) arises. Wrong view is delusion 
{moha)P' > 

Question. - In the Buddadharma it is said that the twelve causes and conditions {hetuprayaya) are profound 
{gambhira). Thus the Buddha said to Ananda: "This dependent arising {pratTtyasamutpdda) is profound 
(gambhira ), difficult to see {duridrsa), difficult to understand {duravabodha), difficult to discover 
{duranubodha), difficult to penetrate {duradhigamana), knowable only by a sage of subtle and skillful 


avoids hurting them - with the teeth of the heresy of self as a real thing." The comparison of the tigress is from 
Kumaralabha, in Kosa, IX, p. 265. 

93 For pathogenesis and medical practices, see Hobogirin, BhB, p. 249-262. 

94 Asubhabhdvana, contemplation of the decomposing corpse, will be studied below, k. 19, p. 198c-199a. - Scriptural 
sources are not very numerous, e.g.,Vinaya, III, p. 68; Dlgha, II, p. 296; Majjhima, III, p. 82; Anguttara, III, p. 323. - Pali 
scholasticism: Dhammasangani, p.55: asubhajhana (tr. Rh. D., p. 63, n. 2); Visuddhimagga, p. 178; Rh. D., Brethren, p. 
123; Warren, Buddhism, p. 353; Aung, Compendium, p. 121, n. 6; Hardy, Eastern Monachism, p. 247. - Sanskrit sources: 
Siksasamucchaya, p. 209 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 202; Bodhicaryavatara, VIII, v. 63; Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 190-191; 
Kosa, VI, p. 149; Kern, Manual, p. 54; Przyluski, Asoka. p. 386. 

95 The ideas expressed in this line are repeated and developed by Santideva in his Siksasamucchaya, chap. XII: 
Contemplation of the horrible {asubhabhdvana) is the antidote {pratipaksa ) for raga (p. 206-212); loving-kindness 
(; maitri) is the remedy for hatred (p. 212-219); the analysis of dependent-arising ( pratityasamutpadadarsana) is the 
antidote for mahanusaya (p. 219-228). Cf. Tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 196-215. 
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mind ( suksma nipunapanditavijndvedamya). If a fool ( mudha ) can barely understand superficial 
phenomena, how could he understand profound causes and conditions? Then why do you say that the fool 
should contemplate the law of causes and conditions? 

Answer. - The word 'fool' does not mean stupid in the manner of an ox (go) or sheep (edaka). The fool is a 
person who is seeking the true path, but who, as a result of wrong thoughts and contemplations, produces 
all kinds of wrong views ( mithyadrsti ). For him, contemplation of causes and conditions 
(hetupratityapariksd) is a good counteragent. But for people prey to hatred or passion (dvesardgacarita) 
who voluntarily seek pleasure or are angry with their neighbor, such a contemplation is not good, is not a 
remedy; it is contemplation of the disgusting (asubabhdvana) or contemplation of loving-kindness 
(maitrfchttamanasikdra) which would be a good remedy for them. Why? Because these two 
contemplations are able to uproot the poisonous thorn ( visakantaka ) of hatred and attachment (rdga). 

Furthermore, there are beings attached ( abhinivista ) to the erroneous thesis of eternalism ( nityaviparydsa ), 
who are ignorant of the series of similar moments (sadrsasamtdna) [that constitute a phenomenon].97 For 
such people, contemplation of the transitory nature of the dharmas (lit. anityapariksd) is of therapeutic 
order (prdtipdksika) and not of absolute (pdramdrthika ) order. Why? Because all dharmas are empty of 
self nature ( svabhavasunya ). Thus a stanza says: 

To see the permanent in the transitory, 

That is a mistake. 

In emptiness, in the point of the transitory. 

How could permanence be seen there?^ 


96 The words addressed by the Buddha to Ananda are, rather: gambhira cdyam Ananda paticcasamuppado 
gambhiravabhaso ca: cf. Samyutta, II, p. 92; Dlgha, II, p. 55; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 13), k. 10, p. 60bl0; Jen pen yu 
cheng, T 14, p. 242a; Tchong a han, T 16 (no. 97), k. 24, p. 578b; Ta cen yi, T 52, p. 844b. - The more developed 
formula, given by the Mpps, was pronounced by the Tathagata at the foot of the Ajapalanigrodha tree, after his 
enlightnement: Vinaya, I, p. 4; Dlgha, II, p. 36; Majjhima, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 136, etc.: adhigato kho me ayam 
dhammo gambhiro duddaso duranubodho santo pcinito atakhavacaro nipuno panditavedaniyo. - The Sanskrit phrase is 
longer and shows less uniformity; it occurs in Mahavastu, III, p. 314, 1. 15; Mahavyutpatti, no. 2914-2927; Lalitavistara, 
p. 392; Divya, p. 492 (which is very close to the Pali): gambhiro me dharmo 

gambhiravabhaso durdrso duranubodho 'tarko 'tarkdvacaro suksmo nipunapanditavijndvedaniyah. 

97 In other words, they ignore the momentary nature of the dharmas ( dharmaksanikatva ). According to the Buddhism of 
the Lesser Vehicle, the phenomenon perishes from instant to instant and is reborn, similar to itself, from moment to 
moment. It thus appears as a series ( samtdna , prabhandha) of similar moments (sadrsaksana). The Sarvastivada- 
Vaibhasika and the Sautrantika schools debate on the duration of the ksana and on the evolution of the samtdna 
(Karmasiddhi-prakarana, Introduction, p. 1-30). 

9® Madh. karika, XXIII, 13, p. 460; Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 4, p. 3 lc 10; Pan jo teng louen che, T 1566, k. 14, p. 123a6: 
anitya nityam ity evam grdho viparyayah / 
nanityam vidyate sute grdho viparayayah // 
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Question. - All conditioned phenomena {samskrta) have a transitory ( anitya ) nature: that is an absolute 
mark. Why do you say that the transitory is unreal ( asatya )? Conditioned dharmas {samskrta), by virtue of 
the marks of arising ( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and cessation (bhanga)^, first arise, then last, and finally 
perish; why do you say that the trasitory is unreal? 

Answer. - Conditioned dharmas cannot have these three marks ( lakhana ). Why? Because these three marks 
are not real. If birth, duration and cessation were marks of the conditioned, these three marks would 
equally have to be present at the arising of the conditioned, for arising is a mark of the conditioned. In the 
same way, these three marks each would equally have to be present separately everywhere, which would 
be absurd. It would be the same for duration and cessation. Since birth, duration and cessation, taken 
separately, do not each [and per modum unius ] have birth-duration-cessation, they cannot be called marks 
of the conditioned ( samskrtalaksana ).100 Why? Because the marks of conditioned dharmas do not exist. 
Consequently, the transitory nature of dharmas is not of the absolute order. 

Furthermore, if every real entity ( bhutasvabhava ) were transitory {anitya), retribution of actions 
{karmavipaka) could not take place. Why? Because transitoriness is the cessation after arising. Just as as a 
rotten seed {putika bkja) [ 60 c] cannot produce a fruit ( phala ), thus there would be no action {karman) and, 
the act not existing, how could there be retribution ( vipdka )? Now every good doctrine ( dryadharma) 


99 The marks of the conditioned dhanna {samkrtadharmalaksana) have already been mentioned in the canonical 
scriptures: (1) two marks, arising ( utpdda) and cessation {vyaya), in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 49); (2) three marks, arising 
{utpdda) cessation {vaya) and change of that which lasts ( thitassa or thitdnam annathatta), in the corresponding Pali 
Nikayas: Samyutta, III, p. 37; Aiiguttara, I, p. 152: katamesam dvuso....pahnnayati; (3) the third mark, thitassa 
ahhdthattam ,is corrected to sthity-anyathatva in the corresponding Sanskrit Agama ( Documents Sanskrits de la secotide 
collection. A. Stein, JRAS, 1913, p. 573; Madh. vrtti, p. 145): trimmani bhiksavah samskrtasya....prajhayate; - (4) the 
Abhidharma allows only three marks: Kathavatthu, I, p. 61; Visuddhimagga, p. 431, 473; Aung, Compendium, p. 25. - 
Some scholars omit even duration or sthiti (cf. Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 374-375). 

In general, the scholarly treatises speak of four marks: birth {utpdda), old age (jara), duration {stithi) and impermanence 
(anityatd ): P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 38, p. 198c9; Kosha, II, p. 222. The marks of the conditioned occur in the definition of 
kshana, the instantaneous duration of phenomenon. See the study by Lav., Notes sur le moment des Vaiibhasika et des 
Sautrantika, MCB, V, 1937, p. 134-158. As real entities, they are rejected by the Sautrantikas (Kosa, II, p. 226-228), the 
Madhyamikas (Madh. vrtti, chap. VII: Samskrtapariksa, p. 145-179) and the Vijnanavadins (Siddhi, p. 64-68). In its 
refutation, the Mpps takes its inspiration especially from the Madh. vrtti. 

100 The argument is taken up in Madh. karika, VIII, 2, p. 146: utpadddyas trsyo....katham ekadd. 

Tr.: The three marks, arising, etc., taken separately, are incapable of filling the role of marks of the conditioned. Taken 
together, how could they occur in one single category at the same time? - The commentary (p. 146-147) explains: At the 
time of duration, birth and cessation do not exist. Thus duration belongs to something which lacks arising and cessation. 
But a category that lacks arising and cessation does not exist. Consequently, duration cannot be applied to a category as 
nonexistent as a sky-flower... On the other hand, the three marks cannot occur in one single category at the same time, for 
they are opposite to one another like desire and renunciation or light and shadow. Who could reasonably claim that one 
and the same category lasts and perishes at the very moment that it is born? 
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accepts retribution. 1 That which should be believed by a person of good knowledge ( kushalajndna ) 
should not be denied. Therefore the dharmas are not transitory. For innumerable reasons of this kind, we 
say that the transitoriness of the dharmas cannot be affirmed. [What is said here about the alleged transitory 
characteristic of the dharmas] is also true for their nature of suffering (, duhkhe ), of non-self (anatmaka), 
etc. 102 Characteristics of this kind are called the therapeutic point of view. 

d. The absolute point of view (paramarthikasaddhanta). - Every essence (, dharmatd ), every category of 
speech ( upadeshdbhidhdna ), every dharma and adharma, may be subdivided ( vibhakta ), broken into pieces 
( bhinna ) and scattered ( prakxrna ), one after the other; but the true Dharma ( bhiitadharma ), the domain 
( gocara ) of the buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and arhats can neither be broken apart nor scattered. That which 
has not been understood (t'ong) in the preceding points of view is completely understood here. What is 
meant by 'understood'? By 'understood' is meant the absence of any defect ( sarvadosavisamyoga ), 
unchangeability (, aparinamatva), invincibility (ajeyatva). ^ Why? Because if one deviates from the 
absolute point of view, the other teachings ( upadesa ), the other points of view ( suddhanta ) are all 
destroyed. Some stanzas in the Tchongyi king (Arthavarglya siitra)!^ sa y : 


101 p or Buddhists, belief in the after-life and the retribution of actions is the corner-stone of morality. Negation of good 
and evil is the wrong view (mithyadrsti) par excellence (Kosa, IV, p. 36, 137, 167). - On the other hand, the Buddha 
recognized the Jatilas, worshippers of fire, and admitted them without noviciate ( parivasa) "because they believe in 
kanna" (Vinaya, T P- 71). 

102 All dharmas are transitory ( anicca ), perishable ( vayadhamma ), non-self ( anatta ) and of suffering ( dukkha ). Cf. 
Samyutta, III, p. 44 (the corresponding Sanskrit of which may be found in JRAS, 1913, p. 573, and the Chinese version in 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 84), k. 3, p. 21c): rupam bhikkhave aniccam....anupdddya asavehi. - Other references in Rhys Davids 
- Stede, s. v. sankhara, in fine. 

Expressions to designate the absolute are not lacking in Buddhist texts. Lav. in Siddhi, p. 748-750 cites some lists 
which are given here: 

1) Ta pan jo lo mi to king T 220, k. 360, p. 853cl0: tathata, dharmatd, avitathata, avikdratathata, niyamatd, 
dharmaniyama, dharmasthiti, akasadhdtu, bhutakoti, acintyadhdtu. 

2) Panjika, p. 421: bodhir buddhatvam ekdnekasvabhavaiviktam . samvrtim upadayabhidhiyate. 

3) Long list of synonyms in the Vijnanavadin sutras. Cf. Samdhinirmocana, p. 28: paramdrtha, tathata, dharmatd, 
dharmadhmatu, bhutakoti, vijhaptimdtra, visuddhdlambana, svabhdvabihsvabhavatd, dharmanairdtmya, siinyatd. - 
Laiikavatara, p. 192-193: anirodha, anutpada, siinyatd, tathata, satyata, bhutakoti,dharmadhdtu, nirvana, nitya, samata, 
advaya. 

4) All these words are repeated and defined in the Vijnanavadin treatises. Madhyantavibhaiiga, p. 49-51: tathata 
bhuakotis cdnimittam....sdsatah; - Samgraha, p. 121: prakrtivyavasana, tathata, siinyatd, bhutakoti, animitta, paramdrtha, 
dharmadhdtu', - Tsa tsi louen, T 1606, k. 2, p. 702b: tathata, nairatmya, siinyatd, animitta, bhutakoti, paramdrtha, 
dharmadhdtu', - Fo ti king louen, T 1530, k. 7, p. 323a24: tathata, dharmadhdtu, tattva and bhava, siinyatd and abhdva, 
bhiitakoli, paramdrtha. 

104 These Arthavargiyani sutrani, Atthakavagga in Pali, constitute one of the earliest of the primitive Buddhist 
documents. 

In Pali, the Atthakavagga "Section of the Eight" is a group of sixteen sutras forming the fourth chapter of the Suttanipata, 
which itself is the fifteenth work of the Khuddhakanikaya, fourth and last collection of the Suttapitaka (cf. Wintemitz, 
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Being based on wrong views ( drsti ) 

And on futile nonsense ( prapanca ), each one gives rise to quarrels (vivada). 
Seeing the arising of all that 
Is the correct view of knowledge. 

If the refusal to accept the system of another ( paradharma ) 

Is the action of a fool ( bdla ), 

Then all the teachers ( upadesin ) 

Are, in truth, fools. 


[61a] If being based on personal views 
In order to produce futile nonsense 
Constituted pure knowledge, 


Literature, II, p. 92-98; Law, Pali Literature, I, p. 232-260). Under the name Atthakavaggika or Atthakavaggikani, this 
book is cited in Vinaya, I, p. 196; Samyutta, III, 12; Udana, p. 59. 

There exists in Sanskrit an Arthavarga, or rather ArthavargTyani sutrani, "Section on Meaning", of which fragments have 
been found in eastern Turkestan (cf. M. Anesaki, JPTS, 1906-1907, p. 50 seq.: R. Hoernle, JRAS, 1916, p. 709 seq.; 
1917, p. 134). These Arthvarglyani sutrani are cited in Divyavadana, p. 20, 35; in Bodh. bhumi, p. 48, and according to 
Kosavyakhya, p. 33, they are part of the Ksudrakagama ( arlhavargiycini sutrani Ksudrake pathyante). Under the title 
ArthavargTyasutra, in Tibetan Don gyi tshoms kyi mdo , it is cited in the Dulva. 

It has been translated into Chinese by Tche k'ien, between 223 and 253, under the name Yi tsou king (123 and 7; 157; 120 
and 7), literally, "Sutra of the Feet of Meaning". T 198, IV, p. 174-188. 

The work is often quoted in the Chinese Tripitaka, unfortunately under very different titles that often do not pennit 
immediate identification. Here are some references: 

(1) Transliterated titles: A t'o p'o king (Arthavarglya sutra) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 1, p. 63c. - A t'o po k'i sieou tou lou 
(Arthavarglya sutra) in the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b. 

(2) Translated titles: Yi p'in (Section on meaning ox Arthavarga) in Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 551), k. 20, p. 144b and c: 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 34, p. 176a; Hiuan tsang's translation of the Kosh, T 1558, k. 1, p. 3b; Yogacaryabhumisastra, T 
1579, k. 36, p. 489a. 

Yipou (Section on Meaning ox Arthavarga) in Paramartha's translation of the Kosa, T 1559, k. 1, p. 164a. 

Tchongyi king (Sutra of all Meanings) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 1, p. 60c. 

Tchongyip'in (Section of all meanings) in Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 4, p. 17a; k. 137, p. 706a. 

Chouo yi (Explanation of Meaning) in the P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 3, p. 818a. 

Che lieouyip'in king (Sutra of the Sixteen Sections of Meaning) in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 21, p. 144b. 

Pa po k'i king (Sutra of the Eight Sections or Astavargiyasutra) in the Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 23, p. 416a. 

Che lieouyi kiu (Sutra of the Sixteen Phrases of Meaning) in the Dhannaguptaka Vinaya, T 1428, k. 39, p. 845c. 
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There would be no-one of impure knowledge. ^ 

In these three stanzas, the Buddha is concerned with the absolute point of view. 

[First stanza]. - It is said that ordinary people depend on wrong views ( drsti ), on systems (, dharma ), on 
theories ( updesa ) and therefore stir up quarrels ( vivdda ). Futile nonsense ( prapanca ) is the origin of 
quarrels and futile nonsense gives birth to wrong views (drsti). A stanza says: 

Because one adopts systems, there are quarrels. 

If no-one accepted anything, what could they discuss? 

By accepting or rejecting 'views' 

People are all divided. 

The yogin who knows this does not accept any system (dharma), does not accept any nonsense 
(prapanca), adheres to nothing and believes in nothing. 106 jq ot le ally taking part in any discussion 


105 These stanzas probably mean: (1) The real truth consists of not adhering to any system, in not entering into any 
acholastic quarrel. - (2) Indeed, all the teachers are fools: they treat as fools those who do not accept their ideas and 
themselves are treated as fools by their adversaries. - 

(3) All claim to have found the truth and, if they were to be believed, in the world there would be only impeccable 
philosophical systems. 

These three stanzas roughly correspond to the first five strophes of the Culaviyuhasutta , the twelfth sutta of the 
Atthakavagga (Suttanipata,, v. 878-882; tr. Fausboll, p. 167-168; tr. R. Chalmers, Buddha's Teachings, Cambridge M, 
1932, p. 211). The Pali text differs considerably from the citation of the Mpps given here, as well as the Chinese 
translation of Tche k'ien in T 198, k. 2, p. 182a-b). 

(1) Saham saham....ahevait do. 

(2) Evam pi viggayha....kushala vadana. 

(3) Parassa ce dhammam....ime ditthiparibbasdna. 

(4) Sanditthiyacepana....pi tathha samatta. 

(5) Na vaham etam....ti param dah anti. 

Transl. The Disciple. - (1) Fixed in personal views, many [masters], quarreling amongst themselves, affirm that they are 
[the only] wise ones [and say]: "Those who accept that understand the [true] doctrine; those who reject that are 
imperfect." - (2) Quarreling thus, they debate and say: "My adversary is a fool, an ignoramus." Then what is the true 
doctrine among all of these, because all these [masters] claim to be [the only] wise ones? 

The Buddha. - (3) If he who does not recognize the doctrine of his adversary is a fool, an inferior being of little 
intelligence, then all of these [masters] are fools of little intelligence, [for] all hold to their own [personal] views. (4) Or, 
if they are truly purified by their own views, if they are of pure intellect, wise and mindful, no-one among them is of little 
intelligence for their views are equally perfect. - (5) But I do not call 'reality' that which these fools say to one another. 
They make the truth of their own view; that is why they treat their adversary as a fool. 

106 The horror of the Buddha and his disciples for any argument, more pretended than real, is well known: 

Suttanipata, v. 897: yd kac' imd sammutiyo....khantim akubbamdno. - Sanskrit text in Bodh. bhumi, p.48-49: yah kascana 
samvrtayo....kdntim asamorakurvan. - Tr.: The Muni does not take up the opinions that are current in the world, for he is 
independent. How could the person who feels no attraction to what he sees and hears submit himself? 
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( vivada ), he knows the taste of the ambrosia ( amritarasa ) of the Buddhadharma. To act otherwise is to 
reject the doctrine. 

[Second stanza]. - If all of those who do not accept the systems of others (paradharma), who do not know 
them and who do not adopt them, were ignoramuses, then all the masters ( upadesin ) would be 
ignoramuses. Why? Because, taken individually, each one reject the systems of his neighbors [to adhere to 
his own]. Actually, a system that affirms itself to be absolutely pure ( paramarthasuddha ) is denigrated by 
others as being impure. Such, for example, are the mundane penal laws ( dandadhanna ), by virtue of which 
executioners carry out punishments ( danda ), executions ( vadha) and impurities (, asubha ) of all kinds. ^ 
Worldly people accept them and hold them to be absolutely pure, whereas others, pravrajitas and aryas, 
consider them to be impure. According to the ccustoms of the tlrthikas and the pravrajitas, one stays 
between five fires, one stands on one leg, one tears out one's hair, etc. 108 . what the Ni k'ien tseu 
(Nirgranthaputras) hold as reasonable, other people call foolishness. In the various systems of the tlrthikas, 
pravrajitas, svetabaras, brahmanas, etc., each considers good what his neighbor denigrates. - In the 
Buddhist system as well, there are Tou tseu (Vatsiputrlya) bhiksus who say: "Just as there is a dharma 'eye' 
(i caksus ) by the coming together of the four great elements ( catunnahdbhutasamyoga ), so there is a dharma 
'individual' (pudgala) ' 09 f rom the coming together of the five aggregates ( pancaskandhasamyoga ). 

In the Tou tseu a pi t'an (VatsTputiTyabhidharma) it is said: "The five aggregates ( skandha ) are not separate 
from the pudgala and the pudgala is not separate from the five aggregates. It cannot be said that the five 
aggregates are the pudgala nor that there is a pudgala apart from the five aggregates. The pudgala is a fifth 


Samyutta, III, p. 138: naham bhikkhave lokena....tam atthiTti vadali. - Sanskrit text in Madh. vrtti, p. 370: loko maya 
sardham....tan nasti samatam. Tr.: It is the world that argues with me, it is not I who argue with the world. That which is 
accepted in the world is also accepted by me, that which is rejected by the world is also rejected by me. - Chinese 
translation in Tsa a han, T99 (no. 37), k. 2, p. 8b. 

Madh. vrtti, p. 57: The silence of the aryas is the abslute ( paramartha hy dryanam tusmmbhavah). 

Samdhinirmocana, II, par. 4: Cognizable by intuition, neutral domain, ineffable, destroyer of ordinary experience: that is 
the absolute. Its nature transcends all speculation. 

107 p or p ena [ punishments, see Jolly, Recht und Sitte, p. 129-131. 

108 c om p are Aryadeva's Po louen, T 1569, k. 1, p,168b. - Several sutras infonn us about the ascetic practices at the time 
of the Buddha, e.g., Majjhima (no. 12), I, p.68-83; (no. 14), I, p. 91-95. Lav. Histoire, I, p.290-314, has an important 
chapter on Hindu ascetiscism, mendicant and monastic life and the sects of the Buddhist epoch. 

109 Belief in the personality or Pudgalavada, defended by several Buddhist sects (Lav., Nirvana, p. 34), is generally 
attributed to the Vatslputrlya-Sammitlyas (see Kosavyakhya, p. 699). The only text of the school that has come down to 
us, the San mi ti pou louen, T 1649, has not yet been studied (cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 73; Lav., Introduction to the Kosa, 
p. LX-LXII). The Pudgalavada is especially known by the texts that oppose it and the general works on the Buddhist 
sects. See Vasumitra, p. 53-57; Bhavya in Walleser, Sekten, p. 87; Katthavatthu, p. 1 (tr. Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 
8-14); L. de La Vallee Poussin, La controverse du temps at du Pudgala dans le Vijnanakmaya, EA, p.358-376; Kosa, 
chap. IX, p. 227-302 (important document from which later treatises have drawn widely); Sutralamkara, ed Levi, p. 154- 
160 (tr. Levi, p. 259-265); Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 73, and Pannjika, p.471-484; Madh. vritti, p. 340-481; Madh. avatara, 
p. 233-287 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1911, p. 282-328); Tattvasamgraha, I, p. 125-130 (tr. S. Schayer, Karmalasilas Kritik des 
Pudgalavada, RO, VIII, 1932, p. 68-93; tr. Jha, I, p. 217-226; Siddhi, p. 14-15. 
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category, an ineffable ( avaktavya ) dharma, contained in the pitaka."^ The adepts of the Chouo yi ts'ie 
yeou (Sarvastivada)l H say: "The pudgala is not established in any way, in any time, in any text 
(dharmaparydya ). It is non-existent like the horns of a hare ( sasavisana ) or the hairs of a tortoise 
(kurmaroman). Furthermore, the eighteen elements ( dhatu ), the twelve bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) 
and the five aggregates ( skandha ) truly exist, but the pudgala is not found among them."H“ On the other 
hand, in the Buddhist system, the adepts of the Fang kouang (Vaipulya) say: "All dharmas are unborn 
(i anutpanna ), non-destroyed ( aniruddha ), empty ( sunya) and non-existent (akimcana)^ '9 They are non¬ 
existent like the horns of [61b] a hare ( sasavisana ) or the hair of a tortoise (kurmaroman)."^ 14 All these 


HO The Vatslputnyabhidharma has been lost, if the Mpps is to be believed (below, k. 2, p. 70a), at least ionsofar as it 
here concerns the Sariputrabhidharma, T 1548, particularly respected by theVatsIputrlyas,. - But the text cited here is 
found in the San mi ti pou louen, T 1649, k. 1, p. 465b29: It cannot be said that the skandhas and the atman are different 
or non-different... The atman also is ineffable ( avaktavya ). - Kosa, IX, p. 232: The Vatslputrlyas accept a pudgala that is 
neither identical with the elements nor other than the elements: ibid. p. 237. The Vaslputrlya maintains that the pudgala is 
ineffable ( avaktavya ) concerning its relationship, identity or non-identity, with the elements... He distinguishes five 
categories of phenomena capable of being cognized (pancavidham jneyam ): (1-3) conditioned phenomena (samskrta) or, 
in other words, past, present and future phenomena; (4) non-caused phenomena (asamskrta), and (5) the ineffable or 
pudgala. - Madh. avatara, p. 268: Some maintain the real existence of a pudgala of which one cannot say that it is 
identical with the skandhas or different from the skandhas, permanent or impermanent; it is cognized by the six vijhanas; 
it is the object of the concept of self. 

HI The Sarvastivadin doctrine is that the self is merely a designation of the series of elements and a self does not exist in 
it. No proof, no proof of evidence, no proof of induction, establishes the existence of a self independent of these elements. 
That which in common language is called soul, self, vital principle, person, is merely a series ( samtdna, samtati), of 
which the elements are in the relationship of cause and effect, subject to the law of causality ( pratityasamutpada ). This 
solution, outlined in the Canon, DTgha, III, p. 105 ( vihhanasota ), Samyutta, III, p. 143 (samtdna), was adopted and 
developed by all the schools of the Lesser Vehicle which reject belief in a pudgala and profess nairdtmya. For the school 
of the Pali language and its doctrine of bhavanga, an explanation and some references will be found in Samgraha, p. 8-10. 
For the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasika 'series' on the one hand and the Sautrantika 'series' on the other hand, consult Kosa, II, 
p. 185: good resume in Lav., Morals, p. 196-200: Karmasiddhiprakarana, Introd., p. 15, 23-27. 

Cf. Kosa, IX, p. 247: The Bhagavat said to a brahman: "If I say that everything exists, it is a matter of the twelve 
bases of consciousness (dyatana)." The pudgala not being included in these twelve ay a tanas, it does not exist. - The sutra 
to which the Kosa alludes here is in Tsa a han, T 99 (nO. 319), k. 13, p. 91a: Everything, i.e., the twelve ay at anas, eye, 
etc. - Compare Samyutta, IV, p. 15, sabbam is defined by the enumeration of the twelve ay at anas, from the eye up to 
dharmas; Mahaniddesa, p. 133: sabbam vuccati dvadasayatanani; Kosa, V, p. 64. 

Nihilistic statements of this type abound in the sutras of the Greater Vehicle, e.g., Samdhinirmocana, VII, v. 1: 
nihsvabhdvah sarvadharma....prakrtiparinirvrtah. - Tr. All dharmas are without self nature, unborn, non-destroyed, calm 
from the beginning and essentially nirvanic. - Identical phrases in Ratnameghasutra, cited in Madh. vrtti, p. 225, and 
Subhasitasamgraha, Museon, Iv, 1903, p. 394; Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, XI, v. 51, p. 67; Samgraha, p. 128; 
Gaudapadakmarika, IV, 93. 

The horn of a hare ( sasavisena) or the hair of a tortoise (kurmaroman) - also the sky-flower (khapuspa) or the son of 
a barren woman (vandhyaputra) - are comparisons often used to designate impossibilities. Cf. Jataka, III, p. 477; 
Lankavatara, p. 41, 51, 52, 53, 61, 104, 188, 291, 341; Kosa, IX, p. 263. 
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teachers boast about their own system but reject that of others: they say: "This is true, the rest is false (idam 
eva saccam mogham annum). ^ It is their own system that they accept, it is their own system that they 
respect (pujayanti), it their own system that they practice ( bhdvayanti ). As for the system of another, they 
do not accept it, they do not respect it: they criticize it. 

[Third stanza]. - If by the sole fact [of having a system of their own] these teachers were pure and attained 
the absolute good, then there would not be any impure teachers, for they are all of them attached to a 
system. 

Question. - If the views ( drsti ) are all false, what is the absolute point of view ( paramarthika siddhdnta )? 

Answer. - It is the path that transcends all discourse (sarvadesandtikrdntamdrga), the arrest and destruction 
of the functioning of the mind ( cittapravrttisthitinirodha ), the absence of any support ( andsraya ), the non¬ 
declaration of the dharmas ( dharmdndm anidarsanam ), the true nature of the dharmas ( dharmdndm 
satyalaksanam), the absence of beginning, middle and end ( anddimadhydnta ), indestructibility 
(i aksayatva ), inalterability ( aviparinamatva ). That is what is called the absolute point of view. ^ ® It is said 
in the Mo ho yen yi kie (Mahayanarthagatha?): 

The end of discourse. 

The arrest of the functioning of the mind. 

Non-arising and non-destruction, 

Dharmas similar to nirvana. 


Speaking about subjects promoting action ( abhisamskdrasthdna ): 

Those are mundane systems. 

Speaking about subjects promoting non-action ( anabhisamskdrasthdna ): 
That is the absolute system. 

Everything is true, everything is false, 

Everything is both true and false at the same time, 

Everything is both false and true at the same time: 

That is the true nature of the dharmas. * * 7 


An old phrase used in arguments as conclusion to a thesis, cf. Majjhima, II, p. 169: ahum etam janami....mogham 
annnan ti. 

116 p or t [ le names 0 f tf le absolute, see above. 

Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 369: sarvam tathyam na va tathyam....etad buddhanusasanam. 
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In various sutras of this kind, it is said that the absolute point of view (paramartika siddlianta ) has a 
profound ( gambhfra ) meaning, difficult to see ( durdrsa ), difficult to understand ( duravabodha ). The 
Buddha preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra to explain [this meaning]. 

17. Furthermore, the Buddha has preached the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra because he wanted the 
brahmacarin Tch'ang tchao (Dlrghanakha)l ^ and other great masters ( upadesdcarya ), e.g., Sien nip'o ts'o 
k'iu to lo (Srenika Vatsagotra)^ ^ and Sa tchd kia mo k'ien t'i (Satyaka Nirgrantluputra)' 20 to have faith 
(sraddhd) in the Buddhadharma. These great masters of Yen feou t'i (JambudvTpa) said that all the treatises 
can be refuted, all the confused affirmations ( vdda ) and all the twisted beliefs ( grdha ), and consequently, 
there is no true religion deserving of belief ( sraddhd ) or respect ( arcana, satkdra). 


See below for Dlrghanakha, the monk 'Long Nails'. 

HI Vatsagotra, Vacchagotta in Pali, was a parivrdjaka who became arhat after being converted. He had various 
conversations with the Buddha, notably on the fourteen unanswerable points ( avyakrtavastu , below, k. 2, p. 74c). Pali 
canon: Tevijjhavacchagotta, Majjhima, no. 71, I, p. 481-483; Aggivacchagotta, ibid., no. 72, I, p. 483-489; 
Mahavacchagotta, ibid. no. 73„ I, p. 489-497; Vacchagotta , Anguttara, I, p. 160-162; Vacchagottasamyutta, Samyutta, 
III, p. 257-263. - It is odd that among the Chinese Agamas, it is only in the Tsa a han that the above cited Pali texts have 
their parallels. Thus T 99 (no. 95), k. 4, p. 26a-b, identical with T 100 (no. 261), k. 12, p. 465c, corresponds to the 
Vacchagotta of the Anguttara, I, p. 160-162. - T 99 (no. 962), k. 34, p. 245b-246a, identical with T 100, (no. 196), k. 10, 
444c-445c, corresponds to the Aggivacchagotta of the Majjhima, I, 483. - T 99 (no. 963), k. 34, p. 246a-b, identical with 
T 100 (no. 197), k. 10, p. 445c-446a, corresponds with Vacchagottasamyutta of the Samyutta, III, p. 237. - T 99 (no. 964), 
k. 34, p. 246b-247c, identical with T 100 (no. 198), k. 10, p. 446a-447b, corresponds with Mahavacchagotta of the 
Majjhima, I, p. 489. Thus it is established that the Chinese Samyuktagama has combined into a single section all the 
passages relating to Vatsagotra found scattered in the Pali Nikayas. 

It may be noted that the Pali texts mention only the family name of Vatsagotra: he belonged to a wealthy brahmanical 
family of the Vaccha clan (comm, of the Theragatha, I, p. 221; tr. Rh. Davids, Brethren, p. 101). The Mpps informs us 
that his personal name was Srenika, like that of Bimbasara 

St 2 icho kia mo k'ien t'i should be corrected to Sa tchd kia ni k'ien t'i tseu, the proper reading attested by T 99, k. 5, p. 
35a, and T 125, k. 30, p. 715b. The equivalents proposed by Soothill-Hodous, p. 488b, are fanciful; they concern Saccaka 
Niganthlputta. He was the son of a Nigantha and a well-known NiganthI who, unable to win over one another in a 
discussion, finally were married under the advice of the Licchavis of VesalT (Papanca, II, p. 268). He had four sisters, 
Sacca, Lola, Patacara and Sivavatika whom Sariputta had converted. Saccaka himself was a a great debater 
(bhassappavadika ) and did not lack claims to pretension: "I do not see any shramana or brahamana, founder of a 
community, at the head of a group of disciples, who, even if he passes as perfectly enlightened, would not tremble in all 
his limbs, would not be agitated and would not sweat in the arm-pits if he engaged in debate with me ", he said to the 
people of VesalT. "Even if I engaged in debate with a post devoid of intelligence, it would tremble and be agitated. What 
then of a human being?" (Majjhima, p. 227; cf. Mpps, k. 26, p. 251c). That did not prevent him from being shamefully 
defeated by the Buddha. Reduced to quia "like a crab, the claws of which have been broken”, he acknowledged his defeat 
and followed the Buddha. Saccaka appears in two sutras: 

(1) Culasaccaka sutta: Majjhima, no. 35, I p. 227-237 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 162-169); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 110), k. 5, p. 
35a-37b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 30, p. 715a-717b. 

(2) Mahasaccakasutta: Majjhima no. 36,1 p. 237-251 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 170-179. 
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Thus the Cho li fou pen mo king (Sariputravadanasutra) says: Sariputa's uncle ( matula ), called Mo ho kin 
tch'e lo^2 1 (Mahakausthila), in a [learned] discussion with his sister Cho li (Sari), reflected thus: "My 
sister is not very strong; she may become pregnant with a sage (jhdnin ) who would borrow his mother's 
mouth in order to speak. 1“ If he is wise before he is even born, what will he be like after birth when he is 
grown up?" This thought hurt his pride ( abhmdna ) and, in order to increase his knowledge, he left home 
and became a brahmacarin. He went to southern India ( daksindpatha ) and began to study the great treatises 
(sastra)} ^3 p e0 pi e asked him: 

[61c] " Brahmacarin, what are you looking for, what are you studying?" Dirghanakha (Kausthila's surname) 
replied: "I want to study the eighteen great treatises in depth." They replied: " If you would dedicate your 
whole life to understand a single one, then how would you ever come to the end of all of them?" 
Dirghanakha said to himself: "Previously, I acted out of [injured] pride because I was outshone by my 
sister; again today these men are covering me with shame ( gurulajja). For two reasons, I take an oath 
henceforth not to cut my nails ( nakha ) before 1 have exhausted the eighteen treatises."1^4 Seeing his long 


191 . , . _ 

Mahakausthila (in Tibetan, Gsus po che, 'Big Belly'; in Chinese, Ta si, 'Big Knees': cf. Mahavyutpatti, no. 1063), 
later sumamed the monk 'Long Nails' (Dirghanakha, brahmacarin) was the son of the brahmin Mathara, the brother of 
Sari and the uncle of Sariputra. He is therefore different from the Mahakotthita of the Pali sources whose father was 
Assalayana and mother, Candavatl, but who was himself also especially linked with Sariputra (cf. Theragatha, v. 1006-8). 
The documents on Dirghanakha may be arranged in three categories: 

(1) The Dlrghanakhasutra. - Pali text in Majjhima, no. 74, I. p. 497-501 (tr. Chalmers, p. 351-353). - Fragments of the 
Sanskrit text discovered in Chinese Turkestan, published by R. Pischel, Bruchstiicke des Sanskritkanons der Buddhisten 
aus Idykutsari, SPAW, 1904, text p. 814, 1. 21-816 1. 7, explanations, p. 822-923. - Chinese transl., Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 
969), k. 34, p. 249a-250a; T 100 (no, 203), k. 11, p. 449a-b. - This sutra is sometimes designated as Dlrghanakhasutra 
(e.g., Mahavastu, III.p. 76), sometimes as Vedanapariggaha (Dhammapasattha, I, p. 79; Sumaiigala, III, p. 882; Papnca, 
IV, p. 87). 

(2) The Dirghanakhavaddna, telling the story of DIrghanakha's voyage in southern India, his discussion with the Buddha 
and his conversion. - Sanskrit text in Avadanasataka (no. 99), II, p. 186-196 (tr. Feer, p. 418-430). Chinese transl., Siuan 
tsi po yuan king, T 200 (no. 99), k. 10, p. 255a-157a). Same story in Ken pen chouo...tch'ou kia cha, T 1444, k. 1, p. 
1023a (voyage of D. in southern India to study the Lokayata system); k. 2, p. 1028c (conversation of D. and Gautama). 
See Csoma-Feer, p. 152, 155. - P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 98, p. 509b-c. Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 1, p. 61b-62a (full 
story); k. 11, p. 137c (voyage of D.; tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 293-294). 

(3) The DTrghanakhaparivrdjapariprcchd, of which there exists a Tibetan translation entitled Kun tu rgyu ba sen eins kyis 
€us pa, Mdo XXVIII, 2 (OKC no. 1009; Csoma-feer, p. 283); a Chinese translation by Yi tsing, entitled Tch'ang tchao 
fan tche ts'ing wen king, T 584, vol XIV, p. 968; a Sogdian translation entitled Brz n'y'n syns'ry wp'rs, re-edited by E. 
Benviste in TSP, p. 74-81. It concerns the meritorous actions of the Buddha which merited his physical marks. 

1“ The same idea in the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 66), k. 6, p. 35b-36a, tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 240-244: " A 
young child is killed at the moment when he was about to hear the holy book of Prajnaparamita recited; he was reborn in 
the belly of a woman who, while she was pregnant, was able to recite the Prajnaparamita; when she was delivered, she 
lost her knowledge, but the son whom she brought into the world recited the Prajnaparamita as soon as he was bom." 

123 According to T 1444, k. 1, p. 1023a, Kausthila went to southern India to study the Lokayata system. 

124 p'j p ' 0 c [j a ^ y ^ 545 ^ k 9 g 5 p 509 b: Why did he keep his nails long? Thirsting for practice, he was not in the habit 
of cutting them. According to others, he followed the custom of the highlanders who never cut their nails and hair. Others 
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nails, people called him the brahmacarin 'Long Nails' ( dirghanakha ). By the wisdom that he derived from 
treatises of all kinds, this man refuted ( nigrhndti ) by every means Dharma and Adharma, compulsory and 
optional, true and false, being and non-being. He confounded the knowledge of his neighbors 
( paropadesa ). Like an enraged mighty elephant ( gaja ) whose raging trampling cannot be directed, the 
brahmacarin Dirghanakha, having triumphed ( abhibhavati ) over all the teachers by the power of his 
knowledge, returned to Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha), to Wang cho (Rajagrha) in the public square ( naranigama ). 
Having come to his birthplace, he asked people: “Where is my nephew (bhdgineya) now?” They said to 
him: "From the age of eight years, your nephew has exhausted the study of all the treatises ( sdstra ). 1^5 
When he was sixteen, his learning triumphed ( abhibhavati ) over everybody. But a monk of the Che clan 
(Sakya), called Kiu t'an (Gautama) made him his disciple." At this news, filled with scorn ( abhimdna ) and 
disbelief ( dsraddhya ), Dirghanakha exclaimed: "If my nephew is so intelligent ( medhdvin ), by what trick 
(vancana) has this Gautama succeeded in shaving his head for him and in making him his disciple?" 
Having said this, he went at once to the Buddha. 

At that moment, having been ordained a fortnight ago ( ardhamd-sopasampanna ), Cho li fou (Sariputra) 
was standing behind the Buddha, fan in hand ( vyajanavyagrahasta ), fanning the Buddha. The brahmacarin 
Dirghanakha saw the Buddha and having exchanged salutations with him (kathdm vyatisdiya), sat down to 
the side. He thought: "All treatises can be refuted, all refutation can be confounded and all beliefs can be 
overcome. Then what is the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas? What is the absolute (paramdrtha)7 
What is self nature ( svabhdva )? What is the specific nature ( laksana ), the absence of error ( aviparydsa )? 
Such questions are tantamount to wanting to empty the depths of the ocean. He who attempts them will be 
a long time without discovering a single reality capable [62a] of affecting the intellect. By what teaching 
( upadesa ) was this Gautama able to win over my nephew?" Having reflected thus, he said to the Buddha: 
"Gautama, no thesis is acceptable to me (sarvam me na ksamate)." The Buddha said to Dirghanakha: "No 
thesis is acceptable to you; then even this view is not acceptable to you?" The Buddha meant: You have 
already drunk the poison of false views ( mithyddrstivisa ). Now expel the traces of this poison 
( visavdsand ).^6 You say that no thesis is pleasing to you, but this view does not please you? - Then, like 
a fine horse (aiva) which, on seeing the shadow of the whip ( kasdcdyd ), rouses itself and goes back to the 
proper route, in the face of this shadow of the whip that is the Buddha's speech ( buddavdc ), the 
brahmacarin Dirghanakha collected himself and laid aside ( nisrjati ) all pride ( darpa );^7 shameful 
( lajjamdna ) and with drooping head ( adhomukha ) he thought: "The Buddha is inviting me to choose 


say that Dirghanakha, while still in the world (grhasthci ) loved to play the guitar (hien kouan); later, when he became a 
monk, he remained attached to his long nails and did not cut them. Yet other masters say that he was a member of those 
religious heretics who keep their nails. That is why he was called the brahmacarin 'Long Nails'. 

According to the Avadanasataka, II, p. 187, Sariputra, at the age of sixteen years, had studied the grammar of Indra 
(i aindra vyakarana). 

126 ■pjjg ; n t en tion of the Buddha is to lead Dirghanakha to abandon his opinion without adopting another. This is very 
clear in the DIrghanakhasutta and the Avadanasataka, 1. c. 

127 An allusion to a stanza of the Dhammapada, v, 144, Sanskrit Udanavarga, p. 240: bhadro yathasvah 
kasaydbhitddita....prajahati duhkham. 


60 



between two contradictions {nigrahasthana)) if j sa y that this view pleases me, that is a gross 

(audarika) nigrasthana which is familiar to many people. Why then did I say that no thesis is pleasing to 
me? If I adopted this view, that would be a manifest lie ( mrsdvdda ), a gross nigrahasthana known to many 
people. The second nigrasthana is more subtle ( suksma ); I will adopt it because fewer people know it." 
Having reflected thus, he said to the Buddha: "Gautama, no thesis is agreeable to me, and even this view 
does not please me." The Buddha said to the brahmacarin: "Nothing pleases you, and even this view does 
not please you! Then, by accepting nothing, you are no different from a crowd of people. Why do you puff 
yourself up and develop such pride?" The brahmacarin Dlrghanakha did not know what to answer and 
acknowledged that he had fallen into a nigrasthana. He paid homage to the omniscience ( sarvajhdna ) of 
the Buddha and attained faith ( sraddhdcitta ). He thought: "I have fallen into a nigrahasthana. The 
Bhagavat did not make known my embarrassment. He did not say that it was wrong, he did not give his 
advice. The Buddha has a kind disposition ( snighacitta ). Completely pure ( paramasuddha ), he suppresses 
all subjects of debate ( abhildpasthdna ); he has attained the great and profound Dharma 
(mahagambhiradharma); he is worthy of respect (, arcamya ). The purity of his mind (cittavisuddhi) is 
absolute {paramo)." 

And as the Buddha, by preaching the doctrine to him, had cut through his wrong views (mithyddrsti), 
Dlrghanakha at once became free of dust ( viraja ) and defilements {vigatamala) and acquired the perfectly 
pure ( visuddha ) Dharma-eye {dharmacaksus). Also at that moment, Sariputra, who had been following this 
conversation, became an arhat.1-9 jhe brahmacarin Dlrghanakha left home ( pravrajita ) and became a 
monk ( sramana ); he became a very powerful arhat. If the brahmacarin Dlrghanakha had not heard the 
Prajnaparamita preached, the powerful doctrine excluding the four alternatives ( cdtuhkotikavarjita )130 and 
dealing with the absolute ( paramarthasamprayukta ), he would not have had faith. How then would he ever 
have been able to gather the fruit of the religious life ( pravrajitamdrgaphala) ? Therefore it is in order to 
convert the great teachers {upadesacdrya) and men of sharp faculties ( tfksnendriya ) that the Buddha 
preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. 

18. Furthermore, the Buddhas have two ways of preaching the Dharma: [sometimes] they take into account 
(i apeksante ) the minds (citta) of their listeners and adapt themselves to the beings to be converted 
{vaineya), [sometimes] they have in view only [the object of their sermon], the nature (, lakshana ) of the 
[62b] dharmas. Here, the Buddha preaches the Prajnaparamitasutra in order to speak about the true nature 
of the dharmas. Thus it is said in the chapter of the Siangpou siang (Laksanalaksanaparivarta) that the 
gods ( deva ) asked the Buddha: "This Prajnaparamita is profound ( gambhira ); what is its nature ( laksana )?" 
The Buddha repied to the gods: "It is empty ( sunya ). It has as its nature existence and non-existence 


128 Thg nigrahasthanas , faults against logic, were catalogued by the Buddhist logicians; see, e.g., a list of 22 
nigrasthanas in Tarkasastra, Tucci, Pre-Dihnaga, p. 33-40. 

129 Qf Avadanasataka, p. 194: athayusmatah 'Sdriputrasayaisdrn . dharmacaksur utpannam. 

130 Th teaching that excludes the four alternatives is that which establishes the four-branched syllogism: "Nothing 
whatsoever arises, whether of itself, or of other, or of both, or without any cause." This negativity which characterizes the 
Madhyamaka (cf. Keith, Buddhist Philosophy, p. 237-241; Lav., Madhyamaka , p. 19) has already been presented by 
Sariputra in the canonical scriptures: Samyutta, II, p. 112-115; Tsa a han, Y 99 (no. 288), k. 12, p. 81a-c. 
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(bhavabhavalaksana), non-arising and non-cessation (anutpadanirodhalaksana), effortlessness 
( anabhisamkaralaksana ), the true eternal innate nature ( nitydjdtatathdtalaksana ), nirvana 
( nirvanalaksana ), etc."' 3 I 

19. Again, there are two ways of preaching the Dharma: 1) dealing with argumentative subjects 

(i aranasthdna ), 2) dealing with pacifying subjects ( aranasthdna ). In dealing with argumentative subjects, 
one will refer back to what has been said in other sutras 132. Here, the Buddha preaches the 
Prajnaparamitasutra to shed light on pacifying subjects: the Prajnaparamita has a nature of existence and of 
non-existence ( bhavabhavalaksana ); it is both substantial ( bhutadravya ) and non-substantial 
(i abhutadravya ), with support ( sdsraya ) and without support ( andsraya ), offering resistance ( sapratigha) 
and not offering resistance ( apratigha ), lower ( sottara ) and higher ( anuttara ), cosmic and acosmic. 

Question. - With his predisposition of great loving-kindness and compassion ( mahdmatn-karundcitta ), the 
Buddha should deal exclusively with pacifying subjects ( aranasthdna ); why does he also speak about 
contentious subjects ( ranasthdna)? 

Answer. - The pacifying ( aranasthdna ) points of the doctrine are all without nature ( alaksana ), eternal 
(nitya), calm ( sdnta), ineffable ( avacamya ). Here, the Buddha preaches on generosity ( ddna ) and the other 
[virtues], on the transitory ( anitya) dharmas, suffering (duhkha), emptiness ( sunya ), etc. All these subjects 
are calm (sdnta) and are omitted in fruitless discussions ( nisprapahca ); that is why he preaches them. 

People of sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) understand the Buddha's intention, do not stir up quarrels ( rana ). 
People of weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ) do not understand the Buddha's intention; grasping at 
characteristics ( nimittagrdhi ), attached to their own ideas ( cittdbhinivista ), they seek to quarrel with this 
Prajnaparamita. But since these dharmas are absolutely empty (atyantasunya), there is no subject to quarrel 
( ranasthdna ) with there. 133 If absolute emptiness (atyantasunya) could be grasped, it would not be 
absolute emptiness. That is why the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra is called a pacifying subject (aranasthana), 
for with its twofold characteristic of existence and non-existence (bhavabhavalaksana), the Prajnaparamita 
is peaceful (sdnta). 

20. Furthermore, the dharmas are often arranged in other sutras into three categories: good (kusala), bad 
(akusala) and non-defined (avyakrta). 134 Here the Buddha wishes to speak about the nature of dharmas 
which is neither good nor bad nor non-defined; that is why he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra. It is 

131 This quotation is taken from the Pancavimsati, T 220, k. 510, p. 604c (of vol VII); T 221, k. 11, p. 77b; T 223, k. 14, 
p. 325b. 

132 The Samdhinirmocana, IV, enumerates a whole series of subjects leading to discussion (e.g., the nature of the 
skandhas, dhatus, ayatanas; the scope of the Buddhist truths). Those who debate such subjects are ignorant that "the 
absolute is subtle, profound, difficult to understand and everywhere has the same taste (ekarasalaksand)." 

133 The Vajracchedika, p. 22, expresses the same idea in different words: yavat Subhute laksanasampat....tathdgato 
drastavyah. -Tr. - O Subhuti, where there is a seat of characteristics, there is a lie; where there is no seat of 
characteristicas, there is no lie; that is why the Tathagata must be defined by the absence of characteristics. 

134 The distinction between good (kusala) and bad (akusala) dharmas is frequent in the Buddhist canon. The Abidharma 
also distinguishes non-defined (avyakrta) dharmas which are neither good nor bad. Cf. Dhammasangani, p. 1; Vibhanga, 
p. 180; Nettipakarana, p. 191; Milinda, p. 12. Other references in Geiger, Pali Dhamma, p. 105-113. 
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the same for the other categories of three dharmas: 1) dharmas of the disciples ( saiksa ), masters ( asaiksa ) 
and those who are neither disciples nor masters (naivasaiksasaiksa); ' 35 2) dharmas to be abandoned by 
seeing the truths ( darsanaheya ), dharmas to be abandoned by meditation (bhhavanaheya) and the Dharma 
which is not to be abandoned ( ciheya )';136 3) visible dharmas that offer resistance (s anidarsancipratigha), 
visible dharmas that do not offer resistance ( sanidarsandpratigha ), invisible dharmas that do not offer 
resistance {anidarsanapratigha), ^ 4) lower, middling and superior dharmas; 5) small, great, immense 
dharmas, etc. 

Furthermore, in other sutras it is a question of the four applications of mindfulness (smrtyupasthana) 
conforming to the teachings (, dharmaparyaya ) of the sravakas. 138 During this application, the bhiksu 
considers ( anupasyati ) the thirty-six substances ( dravya ) of his own body {ddhydtmikakdya) and expels the 
sickness of attachment ( rdgavyddhi'), then he considers the body of another {bdhyakdya) in the same way, 
and finally both his own body and that of another ( ddhydymikabdhyakdya ). Here, in relation to the four 
smrtyupasthdnas , the Buddha wishes to preach the Prajnaparamita by analogy139 (paiydyena) . Thus he 
said: "In considering his own [62c] body, the bodhisattva produces no notion of body ( kdyasamjnd ), does 
not grasp at the body, for the body does not exist. By considering in the same way the body of another, 
then both his own body and the body of another, he produces no notion of body, does not grasp at the 
body, for the body does not exist. In the course of kdyasmrtyupasthana, he considers the body without 
producing the notion of body: this is very difficult to do. It is the same for the other three smrtyupasthdnas, 
[application of mindfulness of sensation ( vedand ), mind and dharmas]." It is the same for the four correct 
practices ( samyakpradhdna ), the four foundations of miraculous powers ( rddhipdda ), the four dhydnas, the 
four truths ( satya ) and all other groups of four dharmas. 

Furthermore, in other sutras, the Buddha spoke of the transitory nature {anitya), the suffering ( duhkha ) 
nature, the empty (sunya) nature and the non-substantial {anatmaka) nature of the five aggregates 
{skandha)}^.W qk he wishes to preach the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra in analogy with the five skandhas. 


135 Dhammasangani, p. 184-185; Kosa, VI, p. 231. 

136 j n Pali; dassanena pahatabha, bhavanaya pahdtabbd, neva dassanena na bhavanaya pahdtabbd , Dhammasangani, 
no. 1002, 1007, 1008, p. 183-183; Vibhanga, p. 12, 126, 97; Kosa, p. 78. 

137 Kosa, I, p. 51. 

138 p le f our gmrtyupasthanas play an important part in the canonical scriptures: Dlgha, II, p. 290 (tr. Rh. D., II, p. 322- 
326); Majjhima, I, p. 56, II, p. 11; Samyutta, V, p. 9, 1412; Aiiguttara, I, p. 39, 296; II, p. 256; III, p. 450, IV, p. 300, 457: 
idha bhikkhave kdye....dhammesu dhammanupassi... - Sanskrit phrase in R. Pischel, Bruchstiicke des Sanskritkanons aus 
Idykutsari, SPAW, XXV, 1904, p. 1143. - Chinese versions, e.g., Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 98), k. 24, p. 582b; Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 623), K. 24, P. 174a; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 5, p. 568a. - The smrtyupasthanas have been studied in detail in 
the Abhidharma: Aung, Compendium, p. 179; Visuddhimagga, p. 239-266; A p’i t'an pa kien tou louen, T 1543, k. 29, p. 
905-908; A p'i ta mo fatche louen, T 1544, k. 19, p. 1072-1074; A p'i ta mo fa yun tsou louen, T 1537, k. 5-6, p. 475-479; 
P’i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 187-192, p. 936-960; Kosa, VI, p. 158-162. 

13^ Lamotte gives 'equivalence'. Monier-Williams gives 'to approach from, to come near' for the root pary-a-ya. 

141 E.g., in Samyutta, III, p. 44: rii pam bhikkhave aniccam....me so attati. Corresponding Sanskrit passage in JRAS, 
1913, p. 573; in Chinese, Tsa a han, T 99 (no, 84), k. 3, p. 21c. - Other references in Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. sankhara, in 
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Thus the Buddha said to Siup'ou t'i (Subhuti): "The bodhisattva who attributes an eternal function 
(nityapravrtti) to color {pupa) is not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attributes an eternal function to 
sensation ( vedand ), to perception (samjna), to the formations (samskara) and to consciousness (vijndna), 
he is not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attributes to color a transitory function (unityapravrlli). he is 
not practicing the Prajnaparamita. If he attribites a transitory function to sensation, perception, formation 
and consciousness, he is not practicing the Prajnaparamita." It is the same for the five aggregates of 
attachment ( updddnaskandha ), the five destinies ( gati ), and all groups of five dharmas. It is the same for 
all groups of six, seven, eight or an infinite number of dharmas. 

Just as the Mahaprajnaparamita is infinite ( apramdna ) and unlimitled ( ananta ), so are the reasons for 
preaching also infinite and limitless, for such material is vast. Here we have concluded in brief ( samdsatah ) 
the reasons for the preaching. 


fine. - According to the Vaibhashikas, the four aspects of the truth of suffering are: anitya, duhkha, sunya and anatmaka 
(Kosa, VII, p. 31). 


NOTE: The lengthy Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated for convenience, the beginning and the ending 
given so that they may be located. 
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CHAPTER II: EVAMMAYA SRUTAMEKASMIN SAMAYE 


Sutra. - Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye: Thus have 1 heard at one time. 

EVAM 141 

[63a] Question. - Why do Buddhist sutras begin with the word evam. 'thus'? 

Answer. - 1. The Buddhadharma is a great sea ( mahdsamudra ); faith ( sraddha ) is its entry ( avatdraka ), 
knowledge (jndna) is its ferryman ( tdraka ). Evam is a synonym for faith. I 4 - The person whose heart is full 
of pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ) is able to enter into the Buddha's doctrine; without faith, he cannot. The 
non-believer says: "It is not so ( tan naivam )": that is the mark of disbelief ( dsraddhyalaksana ). The 
believer says: "That is indeed so" ( evam etat). The disbeliever is like hard leather ( gocannan ) that cannot 
be folded ( akuncita ); the believer is like supple leather that can be folded for [any] use. Furthermore, it is 
said in a sutra: "Faith is like a hand ( hasta ). Endowed with hands, the man who goes to a jewel mountain 
(ratnaparvata) gathers the jewels (ratna) at will. In the same way, the believer, penetrating into the 
Buddha's doctrine - this jewel mountain that contains the pure faculties ( andsravendriya ), the powers 
( bala ), the path of enlightenment ( bodhimdrga ) and the dhydnas - the believer, I say, is able to take 
[anything] he wishes. The non-believer is like the person without hands. Without hands, the person who 
goes to a jewel mountain can take nothing. In the same way, the non-believer, going to the jewel mountain 
of the Buddha's doctrine, can gain nothing." The Buddha said: "If a man has faith, he can enter the ocean of 
my great doctrine and attain the fruit of the religious life (, srdmanyaphala ); it is not in vain that he shaves 
his head and puts on the robes ( kdsdya ). If he has no faith, he cannot enter the ocean of my doctrine. Like a 
rotten tree (piitika vrksa) that is unable to produce either flowers or fruit, he cannot win the fruit of the 
religious life. He can shave his head, dye his garments, study all kinds of sutras and sastras, he can gain no 
profit of the Buddhadharma." This is why the word evam occurs at the beginning of Buddhist texts: it 
refers to faith. 


In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, I, p. 26; Papanca, I, p. 3; Sarattha, I., p. 4), Buddhagosa mentions 
all the possible meanings of evam along with supporting texts. This adverb can indicate comparison ( updmd ), information 
(upadesa ), approval ( sampahamsana ), reproach (garahana ), acceptance ( vacanasampatiggahana ), style ( akdra ), 
designation ( nidassana) and affirmation ( avadhdrana). In the expression evam me sutam, the adverb evam expresses 
manner, designation and affirmation ( svayam idha akdranidassanavadharanesu datthabbo). To the author of the Mpps, 
evam symbolizes the faith of the believer in the words of the Buddha that he has heard. Some manuals of Buddhism have 
a tendency to present Buddhism as a rationalistic system, a simple appeal to reason (E. Hardy, Buddha , Leipzig, 1903, p. 
54; Pischel, Leben, p. 54). But Buddhism is also adherence to the word of the Buddha and faith plays an important, 
although secondary, role in the discipline of salvation (Kern, Histoire, I, p. 1; Manual, p. 50; Lav., Opinions, p. 132-139; 
Oltramare, Theosophie, p.341-342; B.M. Barua, Faith in Buddhism, BS, XII, p. 329-349). 

14- Faith is often compared to a boat: saddhdya tarati ogham (Suttanipata, v. 184; Samyutta, I, p. 214; Sanskrit 
Udanavarga, p. 113). The Siksasamucchaya, p. 62, speaks about the ship of faith ( sraddhdnava) on which one embarks to 
go the treasure island (ratnadvipa ). 
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2. Furthermore, the Buddha's doctrine is profound ( gambhira ) and distant; it requires a Buddha to 
understand it. Without being a Buddha, the believer can enter into the Buddha's doctrine by the power of 
faith ( sraddhdbala ). Thus, Fan t'ien wang (Brahmadevaraja) invited the Buddha to turn the wheel of the 
doctrine ( dharmacakra ).^3 ]-[ e invited him with this stanza: 

In JambudvTpa, at one time, there appeared 

Many impure doctrines. 

Open the gate of immortality, 

Preach the pure path. * 44 


The Buddha replied with this stanza: 

My doctrine is very difficult to grasp. 
It is able to cut through the fetters. 


143 \y e have several versions of the invitation ( ayacana ) of Brahma) to the Buddha. - In Pali: Vinaya, I, p. 5-7 (tr. Rh. 
D.-Oldenberg, I, p. 84-88). DTgha, II, p. 36-39 (tr, Rh.D., II, p. 29-33); Majjhima, I, p. 167-169 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 118- 
120); Samyutta, I, p. 136-138 (tr. Geiger, I, p. 213-217; Rh.D.-Woodward, I, p. 171-174). - In Sanskrit: Mahavastu, III, p. 
314-319; Lalitavistara, p. 392-402 (tr. Foucaux, p. 326-334). - In Chinese: Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1)., k. 1, p. 8b-c; Tseng 
yi a han, T 125, k. 10, p. 593a-b; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 15, p. 103c-104a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 32, p. 786c-787a; 
Ken pen chouo...p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 6, p. 126b; P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 7, p. 528; Fang kouang ta tchouang yen 
king, T 187, k. 10, p. 602-605; Kouo k'iu hien tsai yin kouo king, T 189, k. 3, p. 642c-643a; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, 
k. 33, p. 803-807 (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 241-244); Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 7, p. 952c-953a. - In 
Tibetan, see Rockhill, Life, P. 35; Feer, Extraits, p. 14-16. 

These various versions show great divergence both as to the number of stanzas exchanged between the Buddha and 
Brahma and the very meaning of the words pronounced. One gets the impression that the compilers and the translators 
only partially understood the meaning of the documents they used 

144 vinaya, I, p. 5; Majjhima, I, p. 168; Samyutta, I, p. 137: paturahosi Magadhesu.... vimalenanubuddham 
Mahavastu III, p. 317: pradurahosi samalehi....vimalanubuddham 

Lalitavistara, p. 398: vado babhuva....vimalena buddham 

By replacing Magadhesu by JambudvTpa, the Mpps seems to have wanted to handle the Magadhan pride with care. The 
same preoccupation may be noticed in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 3, p. 126b: "Finally, now there has 
appeared in Magadha an extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and pure ( suddha ) doctrine. May the one who has the knowledge of the 
dharmas open the gates of the immortal." - In T 191, k. 7, p. 953a, Brahma invites the Buddha to preach, not only because 
Magadha is the land of impure doctrines but because at one time unsoiled doctrines were taught there. "In Magadha in the 
past there appeared some stainless doctrines. Open wide the gates of the immortal, spread the doctrine and save beings." 
The difference between texts is probably due to an old rivalry between Rajagrha, capital of Magadha, and Benares, where 
all the Buddhas have preached their first sermon (cf. the samatimsavidhd dhammata of the Buddhas in Malalasekera, II, 
p. 296). In the Lalitavistara, p. 402, the Buddha explains why he chose Benares in preference to other cities to give his 
first sennon: "I remember the ninety-one thousands of kotis of Buddhas who once turned the peerless wheel in this most 
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Those whose minds are attached to the desire of the triple world ( tribhavatrsna ) 


Are unable to understand it. 145 

Brahmadevaraja said to the Buddha: "O Venerable One ( bhadanta ), in the universe ( lokadhdtu ), 
knowledge is of superior, middling or inferior category. People of sensitive and upright mind can easily 
obtain salvation. If these people do not hear the doctrine preached, they fall into grave difficulties. It is like 
the lotus ( utpala ) in the water: some are born, some ripen, some remain within the water without 
emerging.^6 jf they do no t have sunlight (s uryaprabha), they do not [63b] expand ( vikasanti ). The 
Buddha is like [the sunlight]: sent forth by his great loving kindness and great compassion 
(mahamaitrikaruna), that he might have pity for beings and preach the doctrine." The Buddha recalled the 
qualities (, dharma ) of the buddhas of the three times ( tiyadvan ), past ( atita ), future (, anagata ) and present 
( pratyutpanna ), all of whom preached the doctrine in order to save beings: "I too", said he, "must do the 
same." After having had this thought ( manasikdra ), he accepted Brahmadevaraja's and the other gods' 
invitation ( adhyesand ) and preached the doctrine. The Bhagavat replied with this stanza: 

Now I open the gate to the immortal. 

The faithful shall obtain joy. 

I preach the wonderful doctrine to men, 

I do not preach in order to harm anyone. 147 


beautiful of all forests (Mrgadava in Benares). Because of that, I shall turn the peerless wheel in this most beautiful of all 
forests." 

145 yinay^ [ p 5 - DIgha, II, p. 38; Majjhima, I, p. 168; Samyutta, I, p. 136: kicchena me adhigatam.... tamokkhandhena 
avata 

Mahavastu, III, p. 314: pratisrotagaminam margatn.... grasita narah. 

Pratisrotam and anusrotam should probably be corrected to pratisrotam, 'going upstream', and anusrotam, 'going 
downstream'. 

Lalitavistara, p. 397: pratisrotagdmi margo gambhiro.... tasmatprakasitum. 

146 jjjg exac t extent of the comparison between the three categories of knowledge and the stages of maturity of the lotus 
appears more clearly in other texts: 

A. Vinaya, I, p. 6 ; DIgha, II, p. 38; Majjhima, I, p. 169; Samyutta, I, p. 138: addasa kho bhagav . anupalittani udakena. 

B. Mahavastu, III, p. 317-318: atha khalu bhagavan.... lokam abhivilokayanto adraksit. 

C. Lalitavistara, p. 399-400: atha khalu tathagatah.... sattvdms trisu rasisu vyavasthitan. 

147 xhis stanza has always taxed the skill of translators, old and modern. It shows important differences in the Sanskrit 
and the Pali texts. 

A. Vinaya, I, p. 7; DIgha, II, p. 39; Majjhima, I, p. 169; Samyutta, I, p. 138: aparuta tesam amatassa.... manujesu Brahme 
Pamuhcantu saddham may mean either 'that they may reject faith' or 'that they may have faith'; vihimsasanni is unclear, it 
may be translated as 'fearing injury', without knowing whether the Buddha feared lest he be the doer or the victim of this 
injury. 
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H. Oldenberg, in 1881, in his Vinaya Texts, I, p. 88, has translated: "Wide opened is the door of the Immortal to all who 
have ears to hear; let them send forth faith to meet it. The Dhamma sweet and good I spake not, Brahma, despairing of the 
weary task, to men." He remains faithful to this translation in his Reden des Buddha, Miinchen, 1922, p. 41: "Der 
Ewigkeit Tor, es sei jedem aufgetan der Ohren hat. Mag sich dann Glaube regen! Vergebliche Miihe zu meiden hab'ich 
das edle Wort moch nicht der Welt verkuundet." - R.O. Franke, Die Suttanipdta-Gathds, ZDMH, LXIII, 1909, p. 7, 
comparing this stanza of the Itivuttaka, v. 84, also translates pamuhcantu saddham as "mogen zum Glauben gelangen." 
Buddhaghosa, in his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, II, p. 471; Papanca, II, p. 181; Sarattha, I, p. 203) 
interprets the stanza differently: Apdruta ti, vivatd... nesam sahkappan ti. - 

All recent translators side with Buddhaghosa's interpretation: T.W. Rhys-Davids, Dighci tr., II, p. 33: "Open for them the 
portals to the Undying. Let those that hear renounce their empty faith! Ware of the fret, I uttered not, O Brahma, Religion 
good and excellent 'mong men." C. Rhys-Davids, Kindred Sayings , I, p. 174: "Open for them the doors stand to 
Ambrosia. Let those that hear renounce the faith they hold. Foreseeing hurt I have not preached, Brahma, the Nonn 
sublime and excellent for men." W. Geiger, Samyutta , I, p. 216-217: "Aufgeschlossen sind die Tore der Imsterblichkeit 
fur die, die da horen. Aufgegeben sollen sie ihren Glauben, Verletzung vermutend habe ich nicht ausgesprochen die mir 
vertraute Wahrheit unter den Menschen, o Brahman." The interpretation of Buddhaghosa followed by the modern 
translators may be based on the version of the Mahasasaka Mahavastu and Vinaya. Mahavastu, III, p. 319, gives 
somewhat the commentary of the Pali stanza: apdvritam me amritasya.... magadesu purvam. 

By correcting praguno to apraguno ('praguno ) in the fourth pada, my [Lamotte] translation is: "I have opened the door of 
the immortal, O Brahma! Those who wish to hear the Bhagavat reject their pernicious belief. At one time among the 
Magadhans there was a pernicious, inferior, impure doctrine." 

The idea is the same in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 15, p. 104a: "Previously, fearing useless fatigue (cf. the Pali 
vihimsasanni), I did not preach the profound meaning. Now I shall open [the gates] of the immortal. All should listen." 

If these texts are compared, the meaning of the stanza becomes clear: Previously the Buddha did not preach the doctrine 
for fear of useless fatigue, but yielding to Brahma's invitation, he is going to open the gates of the immortal, and all his 
listeners should renounce their old beliefs, impure beliefs current in Magadha. 

B. But apart from this tradition, which I [Lamotte] would readily call the Pali tradition, there exists another tradition 
which gives a completely different meaning to the stanza: the Buddha announces that he is going to open the gates of the 
immortal; the faithful ( sraddhavatah and not s rotravantah) will profit from his teaching; this teaching will avoid doing 
harm to others (different interpretation of the Pali vihimsasanni). This tradition is represented by a whole series of 
Chinese texts, among which is the Mpps: 

Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 10, p. 593b: "The god Brahma came to encourage the Tathagata to open the gates of the 
immortal. The listeners having sincere faith will understand the profound Dhanna. As at the summit of a high mountain, 
all kinds of beings are found. I, who possess this Dharma, will climb up to the temple (?. sic) and will manifest the 
Dharma-eye." 

- Dhannaguptaka Vinaya, T 1428, k. 32, p. 787b: "Brahma, I say unto you: I am going to open the gates of the immortal. 
The listeners will receive it with faith. It is not to molest [beings] that I preach, O Brahma, the marvelous doctrine 
obtained by the Muni." - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 6, p. 126c: "To those who listen to the Dhanna with joy, I 
will open the gates of the immortal. If it were in order to blame and look down on men, O Brahma, I would never preach." 

C. Of somewhat confused origin, the Lalitavistara, p. 400, seems to be a contamination of the two traditions: apavritas 
tesam amritasya.... dharmam magadhesu sattvdh. "The gates of the immortal, O Brahma, are open for those who always 
have ears; they enter, those believers who do not think of hann; they listen to the Dhanna, the beings of Magadha. 
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In this stanza, the Buddha does not say that it is the generous person ( dayaka ) who will obtain joy, or the 
person with knowledge ( bahusruta ), morality ( sfla ), patience ( ksanti ), energy ( vfrya ), dhyana, or wisdom 
( prajna ). The Buddha is speaking only of the faithful. His intention is the following: My supreme 
(parama ) profound ( gambhfra) doctrine is subtle (suksma), immense (, apramana ), incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya), inconceivable ( acintya ), immoveable (cicala), without support ( andsraya), without 
attachment (nirasahga) and without perceived object ( andlambana ). But it is not true that the omniscient 
one ( sarvajna) is unable to explain it. That is why, in the Buddha's doctrine, the power of faith is 
primordial. It is by faith that one enters into it and not by generosity (, dana ), discipline (sfla), patience 
(ksanti), energy (vfrya), dhyana or wisdom (prajna). Thus some stanzas say: 

In this world, the mind of beings is changeable. 

They love the rewards of merit. 

But they dread meritorious action. 

They seek existence and avoid destruction. 


First they listen to doctrines [drawing their inspiration] from wrong views. 
Their mind becomes attached to it and they penetrate it deeply. 

My doctrine is very profound. 

Without faith how can it be understood? 


Thus the great disciples T'i p'o ta (Devadatta) J 48 Kin kia li (Kokalika)^^ etc., not having faith in the 
Dharma, fell into the evil destinies (durgati). These men had no faith in the Buddha's doctrine and were 
unable to discover it by their own wisdom (prajna). Why? Because the Buddha's doctrine is profound 
(gambhfra). Thus Brahmadevaraja uttered this stanza to Kokalika: 

You want to measure the incommensurable doctrine. 

The wise man has nothing to measure. 

He who wants to measure the incommensurable doctrine 

148 Devadatta, cousin and enemy of the Buddha. For the genealogy of this well-known individual, see below, k. 3, p.83c. 
14? Kokalika (Kokaliya) , son of a brahmin and ardent supporter of Devadatta (Vinaya, III, p. 174) allowed himself to be 
involved by the latter in a plot against the Buddha (Vinaya, II, p. 196, III, p. 171; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 25, p. 164). He 
appears in several Jatakas (see Watters, Travels, I, p. 392; Malalasekera, I, p. 673). - Rightly or wrongly, Buddhaghosa 
(Suttanipata, Comm., II, p. 473; Sarattha, I, p. 216), distinguishes him from a Cula Kokalika, originally from Kokali, who 
was thrown into the Padmaniraya for having criticized Sariputra and Maudgalyayana (below, k. 13, p. 157b-c; Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 1278), k. 48, p. 351b; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 37, p. 265b-c; Tsapao tsang king, T 203 (no. 28), k. 3, p. 461a-b; 
Samyutta, I, p. 149; Aiiguttara, V, p. 171; Suttanipata, III, 10; Jataka, IV, p. 242 sq.). For the Mpps, these two individuals 
are apparently one and the same. 
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Is nothing but a dull worldling. 

3. Another meaning of Evam. - The person whose mind in animated by correct faith can understand the 
doctrine. Otherwise, he understands nothing. A stanza says: 

The listener of pure and clear attention 

Attentively ( ekacitta ) follows the discussions. 

Leaping for joy, he hears the doctrine, his mind full of joy: 

That is the sort of person to whom it should be preached. 

4. Furthermore, the word Evam occurs at the beginning of Buddhist texts. Present happiness 
(, ihalokasukha ), future happiness ( amutrasukha ), the happiness of nirvana ( nirvdnasukha ), all happiness 
has its roots ( mula ) in very powerful faith. 

[63c] 5. Furthermore, all religious heretics (tfrthikaparivrdjaka) imagine that their own doctrine is subtle 
( suksma ) and absolutely pure (paramasuddha ). These people exalt the doctrine that they practice and 
denigrate (nindanti) that of others. That is why, here below, they quarrel and argue; after death, they fall 
into hell ( naraka ) and suffer immense pain of all kinds. A stanza says: 

Attached to their own doctrine, 

They blame that of other people. 

Even by observing moral conduct ( sflacaiyd) 

They do not escape from the torment of hell. 

In the Buddha's doctrine, all attachment ( sanga ), all false views ( mithyddrsti ), all pride of self ( asmimdna ), 
is abandoned and cut; one becomes detached from them. Thus the Fa yu king (Kolopamasiitra) says: "If 
you have understood the sermon on the comparison with the raft ( kolopama dharmaparydya), you must 
abandon the holy Dharma and, a fortiori, adharma."^ The Buddha himself is not attached to the 
Prajnaparamita, why then would he be attached to other doctrines? That is why Buddhist texts begin with 
the word Evam. The intention of the Buddha is as follows: My disciples will not love the doctrine, will not 
become attached to the doctrine, will not have factions (parapaksa). They will seek only freedom from 
suffering ( duhkhaksaya ), deliverance ( vimukti ), the nature of dharmas free of empty discussions 


Samyutta, I, p. 148: appameyyam paminanto.... marineputhujjanam. 

Chinese version in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1193), k. 44, p. 323b-c; T 100 (no. 106), k. 5, p. 411b-c. - The Mpps will cite 
another stanza later, k. 13, p. 157b-c. 

151 Majjhima, I, p. 135: kullupamam vo bhikkhave ajanantehi.... pag eva adhammd; Vajracchedika, p. 23: kolopamam 
dharmaparyayam.... prag evadharmah; Lankavatara, p. 17; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 200), k. 54, p. 764b-c; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 97, p. 513b. - The Buddhist doctrine is often compared to a raft which must be abandoned when one has crossed 
over the river of transmigration: Suttanipata, v. 21; Kosa, I, p.13;, VIII, p. 186; Siddhi, p. 616; Panjika, p. 413; Lav. 
Madhyamaka, p. 31-32; Hobogirin, Batsuyu, p. 62. 
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{nisprapanca dharmalaksana). Thus in the A t'a p'o k'i king (Arthavargitasutra), Mo kien t'i nan 
(Makandika) spoke this stanza:' 52 

To defined ( viniscita ) dharmas 

Various notions are wrongly applied. 

Rejecting inner and outer 

How will the Path be attained? 

The Buddha replied: 

It is not by view ( drsti ), tradition ( sruti ), knowledge (jndna ) 

Or morality (if/a) that it is attained. 

It is not by absence of view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by absence of morality that it is attained. 

[64a] 

It is by abandoning all this chatter, 

By also rejecting the 'me' and the 'mine' ( dtmdtmfya ), 

By not grasping any real nature ( dharmalaksana ), 

That the Path can be attained. 

Makandika said: 

If it is not by view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by morality that it is attained, 

152 p or Arthavarglya, see above, p. , n. 2. 

The stanzas cited here are extracted from the Maganditasutta, Suttanipata, IV, 9, v. 838-841; Yi tsou king, T 198 (no. 9), 
k. 1, p. 180. The Pali text shows some differences. 

838. vinicchaya yanipakappitani.... paveditam tam (iti Magandiyo) 

839. na ditthiya na sutiya.... anissaya bhavam na jappe. (iti Bhagava) 

840. no ce kirn dittiya na.... ekepaccenti suddhim (iti Magandiyo) 

841. dittisu nissaya anupucchamdno.... momuhato dahasi. (iti Bhagava) 

- For the name Magandiya, Makandika in Sanskrit, see S. Levi, Langueprecanonique du Bouddhisme, JA, 1912, p. 498. - 
This person had the presumption to offer his daughter Magandiya or Anupama in marriage to the Buddha. Cf. Suttanipata 
Comm., II, p. 542 seq.; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 193-195 (tr. Burlingame, III, p. 31-33); Sanskrit fragment from East 
Turkestan described by F.R Hoernle, JRAS, 1916, p. 709 seq.; Divyavadana, chap. 36, p. 515-529: Ken pen chouo... p'i 
nai ye, T 1442, k. 47, p. 886a-19-887. - This individual is probably identical with the brahmacarin Makandika, founder of 
a sect which will be dealt with below, k. 3, p. 82b. - On the other hand, according to Buddhaghosa (Papanca, III, p. 209), 
the Magandiya who appears in the Magandiyasutta of the Majjhima, I, p. 501-513 (= Tchong a han, T 26, k. 38, p. 670- 
673) and in Milinda, p. 313, was the nephew of the preceding Magandiya. 
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If it is not by absence of view, tradition, etc., 

Nor by absence of morality that it is attained, 

Then according to my reasoning, 

It is by observing a doctrine of silence that the Path is attained. 

The Buddha replied: 

You are depending on wrong views. 

I am aware that you are deluded about the Path. 

You have not seen the deceptive notion. 

Consequently you will be silent. 

6. Furthermore, to say: "My doctrine is true ( satya ), the other doctrines are deceptive ( mrsdvdda ); my 
doctrine is absolute {paramo), the others are wrong ( abhuta )": such is the origin of quarrels ( vivddamula ). 
Here the term Evam designates a doctrine free of quarreling: listening to the words of others, it declares: 
"This man is not wrong." That is why the Buddhist sutras begin with Evam. 

The meaning of Evam has been explained in brief (samdsatah). 


MAYA 

Let us now speak about the word Maya. * 53 

Question. - In the Buddha's doctrine, it is said that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and without a substantial 
self {andtmaka)}^ 4 Why do the Buddhist sutras begin with the words: "Thus have / heard"? 

Answer. - 1. Although the disciples of the Buddha understood the non-existence of self (anatman), they 
conform to current usage ( samvrtidharma ) and speak of a self ( dtman ). But this atman is not a true atman. 
Thus there is nothing ridiculous in exchanging copper coins ( tdmrakdrsdpana ) for gold coins 
( suvarnakarsapana ). Why? Because the rules of commerce ( krayavikrayadharma ) demand it. It is the 
same when we speak of dtman. In a system [that sets up the thesis of] the anatman, we can talk about the 
atman; by conforming to current usage ( lokasamvrti ), we do not incur any blame. Thus a stanza of the T'ien 
wen king (Devapariprcchasutra) says: 


1^3 Maya in the expression evam maya srutam corresponds to me in the Pali phrase evam me sutam. Me is the enclitic 
form of the personal pronoun of the first person singular; it replaces the genitive, dative or instrumental singular. 
Buddhaghosa, in his commentaries on the Nikaya (Sumangala, I, p. 28; Papanca, I, p. 4; Sarattha, I, p. 6; Manoratha, I, p. 
6 ). explains that me, in the phrase evam me sutam, replaces both the instrumental and the dative: idha pana maya sutan ti 
ca sutan ti ca atthadvayam yujjati. Continuing his explanation, he comments that me designates the 'me' ( atta ), the 
individual (puggala ), the person endowed with auditory consciousness {sotavimanasamangi-puggala). 

154 Sarve dharmd anatmanah, in Pali sabbe dhammd anatta, i.e., according to the explanation of the Kosavyakhya: na 
caita dtmasvabhavah na caitesu dtmd vidyata iti anatmanah. This phrase is found in, e.g., Samyutta, III, p. 133; IV, p. 
28, 401; Vinaya, V, p. 86; Sutralamkara, XVIII, 101, p. 158; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 262), k. 10, p. 66bl6, etc. 
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If he is an arhat bhiksu 

Whose impurities have been destroyed, 

And who is in his very last existence, 

Can he say: It is I? 

The Buddha replies: 

An arhat bhiksu 

Whose impurities have been destroyed 
And who is in his very last existence 
Can say: It is I. 55 

In current usage ( lokadhanna ), we speak of the atman, but not from the absolute (paramartha), true point 
of view, for all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and devoid of substantial self ( anatmaka ). In current usage 
there is nothing wrong in speaking of atman. 

2. Furthermore, current language ( lokdbhildpa ) has three roots (mill a ): (1) wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), (2) 
pride ( mdna ), (3) convention ( samketa ). The first two are [64b] impure ( asubha ), the third is pure {subha). 
In all worldly people ( prthagjana ), the three types of language, wrong views, pride and convention, exist. 
In the saiksas on the path of seeing ( darsanamdrga ), there are two types of language, that of pride and that 
of convention. In the aryas, only the conventional language exists. Without inwardly condemning the true 
doctrine ( saddharma ), they imitate ordinary people and borrow their language. Rejecting the wrong views 
of the world {lokamithydsdrsti), they conform to usage ( samvrti) and avoid quarrels ( vivdda ); thus they 
reject the other two impure roots of language. By conforming to the world, they use only one kind of 
language, i.e., conventional language. The Buddha's disciples who speak about the atman, by conforming 
to usage, are not committing a fault. 

3. Furthermore, the objection may be made to people who cling {abhinivista) to the doctrine of atman and 
who claim that it is true and the rest is false {etad eva satyam moham anyat) in this way: "If, according to 
you, all dharmas are truly without substantial self {anatmaka), how can you say: 'Thus have / heard’?" But 
here the disciples of the Buddha do not cling to emptiness {sunya) and the non-existence ( dkimcanya ) of all 
dharmas. Neither do they cling to the real nature {bhutalaksana) of dharmas, nor a fortiori to the doctrine 
of andtman. That is why they cannot be reproached or asked why they speak of self. Thus, in the Tching 
louen (Madhyamakasastra), some stanzas 156 say: 


Sutta, entitled Araham, of the Samyutta, I, p. 14; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 581), k 22, p. 154b-c; T 100 (no. 166), k. 9, p. 
435c: yo hoti bhikkhu araham.... pi so vadeyya (iti devata). yo hoti bhikkhu katavT.... 
voharamattena so vohareyya (iti Bhagava). 

Buddhaghosa interprets this sutta in the same way in the Sarattha, I, p. 51. 

156 of tf le three stanzas cited here, I [Lamotte] have been able to find only the first in Madhyamakakarika, XIII, 7; Madh. 
vrtti, p. 245; the Chinese versions of the Madhyamakasastra: Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 2, p. 18c; Pan jo teng louen che, T 
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If there were something non-empty, 

There should be something empty; 

But if the non-empty does not exist, 

How would the empty exist?.157 

The fool ( bala ) who sees the non-empty 
Then sees the empty as well. 

Not having positive views ( drsti ) or negative views ( adrsti ) 
Is truly 'nirvana'. 

Non-duality ( advaya ), the gates of security {yogaksema ), 58 
The destruction of wrong views, 

The domain surveyed by the Buddhas, 

That is the 'doctrine of anatman'. 

The meaning of Maya has been explained in brief ( samasatah ). 

SRUTAM 

Let us now speak about the word Srutam .159 


1566, k. 8, p. 91b. It is possible that the author of the Mpps had at his disposal an augmented edition of the 
Madhyamakasastra. 

157 Madh. vritti, p. 245: See Candrakirti's commentary in the same place and Grousset. Philosophies indiennes, I, p. 237. 

158 -pijg Chinese characters Ngan yin (170 and 14) or Ngan wen (115 and 14) render the Sanskrit word yogaksema (cf. 
Rosenberg, Vocabulary, p. 139). In Tibetan it is always translated as grub pa dan bde ba , 'perfection-happiness'. 
According to Buddhaghosa (Sarattha, I, p. 255; II, p. 164) yogakkhema is catuhi yogehi khematn, the fact of being free 
from the four yogas ( kcima -. bhava-, ditthi- and avijjayoga), a synonym for nibbana or sainthood ( arahatta). This 
expression which has already occurred in the Vedas is frequent in Buddhist texts. See references in Rhys Davids-Stede, 
s.v., and Samgraha, notes and references, p. 4). The translators render it as 'security' (Levi), 'safety (C. Rhys Davids), 
'innere Frieden' (Weller). See R.B.A. Ray, Yogaksema, BSOS, VII, 1934, p. 133-136 and H. Jacobi, Trimsikavijnapti des 
Vasubandhu, Stuttgart, 1932, p. 54. 

151 In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumangala, I, p. 28; Papanca, I, p. 4-5; Sarattha, I, p. 6; Manoratha, I, p. 7), 
Buddhaghosa enumerates all the possible meanings of sutam', but, he adds, in the expression evam me sutam, sutam 
designates a perception relating to the auricular orifice ( sotadvciranusarena upadharanam)..., it indicates the perception 
(gahana ), the activity of the individual (puggalakicca ) and, by extension, the thing ( dhamma ), the perceived object 
(visaya ). According to him, the phrase evam me sutam means: By me, an individual endowed with auditory 
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Question. - What does the word srutam signify? Does it mean by means of the ear-organ ( srotrendriya ), or 
by means of the auditory consciousness ( srotravijnana ), or by means of the mental consciousness 
(manovijiidna )? 160 if j s t jj e ea r-organ that hears, [the objection will be made] that, being without 
intellect ( avabodha ), the ear-organ cannot hear. - If it is the auditory consciousness that hears, [the 
objection will be made] that, lasting but a moment ( ekaksanika ), the auditory consciousness is incapable of 
concept ( vikalpa ) and cannot hear. 161 - If it is the mental consciousness that hears, [the objection will be 
made] that the mental consciousness, in turn, cannot hear. Why? The first five consciousnesses [visual, 
auditory, olfactory, gustatory and tactile consciousnesses] recognize the five gross (sthula) objects, [i.e., 
color, sound, odor, taste and tangible]; it is only afterwards that the mental consciousness recognizes 
(vijdndti).^^ The mental consciousness is unable to cognize the five gross objects actually present 
( pratyutpanna ); it cognizes only those that are past ( atita ) or future (andgata). ' 63 if the mental 
consciousness could cognize the five gross objects actually present, blind people (, andha ) and deaf people 
(badhira) could cognize colors ( rupa ) and sounds ( sabda ). Why? Because their mental consciousness is 
not destroyed. 

Answer. - Neither the ear-organ (srotrendriya), nor the auditory consciousness ( srotravijnana), nor the 
mental consciousness (manovijiidna) are able to hear sounds. The coming together of many causes and 
conditions (hetuprayayasamnipdta) is necessary to be able to hear sounds. It cannot be said that one single 


consciousness, this was heard by virtue of a consciousness commonly called auditory activity (maya savanakicca 
vinnanasamartgina puggalena vinnanavasena laddhasavanakiccavoharena sutam). 

I”® j n order to understand the discussion that follows, it is necessary to recall the division of the elements into eighteen 
dhatus: 1) the six organs ( indriya ): eye, ear, nose, tongue, touch, mind; 

2 ) the six objects (visaya): color, sound, odor, taste, tangible, non-perceptible object (dharma); 

3) the six consciousnesses ( yijnana): visual, auditory, olfactory, gustatory, tactile and mental consciousness. - This 
division is found in all the manuals, e.g., Stcherbatsky, Central Conception, p. 97: 


Six indriya s 

Six visayas 

Six vijnanas 

1 . caksus 

7. rupa 

13. caksurvijnana 

2. srotra 

8 . sabda 

14. srotravijnana 

3. ghrana 

9. gandha 

15. ghranavijnana 

A.jihvd 

10 . rasa 

16. jihvavijnana 

5. kaya 

11 . sprastavya 

17. kdyavijnana 

6 . manas 

12 . dharma 

18. manovijiidna 


161 According to the Vaibhasikas, the first five vijnanas - therefore, the auditory consciousness - possess 
svabhavavikalpa (vikalpa by definition, i.e., vitarka), but do not permit the vikalpa consisting of examination (nirupana) 
nor the vikalpa consisting of memory (anusmarana); that is why it is said that they are without vikalpa, just as it is said 
about a horse that has only one foot that it has no feet. Kosa, I, p. 60-61. 

162 -phe mental consciousness (manovijiidna) always follows the manas which serves it as support (asraya) and organ 
(indriya). This manas is that one of the six consciousnesses (yijnana) that has just gone past (sannam anantaratitam 
vijndnam yad dhi tan maned), Kosa, I, p. 31). This is the canonical doctrine formulated by the Sarvastivadin-Vaibhasikas. 
For other theories, see Samgraha, Notes and References, p. 5F. 

163 According to Kosa, I, p. 44, 94, the object of the first five consciousnesses is simultaneous with them, the object of 
the sixth consciousness is earlier, or simultaneous, or later than it; in other words, it is past, present or future. 
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dharma hears sounds. Why? The ear-organ, lacking intellect ( avabodha ), cannot hear sounds; the [64c] 
consciousnesses, both auditory consciousness as well as mental [consciousness], being non-material 
(ampin), offering no resistance ( apratigha ) and outside of space ( adesastha ),164 are not able to hear 
sounds. Sound ( sabda ) itself, lacking intellect ( avabodha ) and lacking the organ ( indriya ), cannot hear 
sounds. But if the ear-organ ( srotrendriya ) is intact, when the sound reaches the auditory field and when 
the manas wants to hear, the coming together of the object [i.e., sound] and the manas 
(sthulamanahsamnipata) determines the arising of an auditory consciousness (srotravijndna). ' 65 
Following this auditory consciousness, there arises a mental consciousness (manovijndna) that can analyze 
(vikalpana) all types of causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) and succeeds in hearing sounds. 166 This is 
why the objection cannot be made: "Who hears sound?" In the Buddha's doctrine no dharma is agent 
(kdraka), perceiver ( drastri ) or cognizer ( jndnin ). Some stanzas say: 

If there is an action ( karman ), there are also fruits (phala ). 

The non-existence of the agent (kdraka), of the action and of the fruit 

Is the absolute (paramo) and profound (gambhfra) law 

That the Buddha was able to discover. 16? 


There is emptiness (sunya) but not annihilation (uccheda), 

Continuity (prabandha), but not eternity (mm?to),168 

Sin (dpatti) and merit (punya), and not destruction (vipranasa): 


164 The V ijfj(j na j s a riipin , adesastha, sendriyakakdyasraya , Kosa, III, p. 135. It is in contrast to the organs and objects 
that constitute the rupaskandha. See Kosa, I, p. 27. 

165 with some modifications, this is the canonical theory on the origin of the consciousness: "By virtue of the ear and 
sound, the auditory consciousness is produced; the coming together of the three is contact" (sotahca paticca sadde ca 
uppajjati sotavinhanam, tinnam sahgati phasso. Samyutta, II, p. 72; IV, p. 68, 86, etc.). - On the problem of contact 
(sparsa), see Kosa, III, p. 95-101. 

166 Equipped with the vikalpas of examination ( nirupand ) and memory (anusmarana), the mental consciousness, by 
itself, has a clear notion (samjna) of the object. The other consciousnesses have only a very vague notion. The visual 
consciousness cognizes blue (mlam jdndti), but does not know "It is blue" (no tu nilam iti). In the same way, the auditory 
consciousness is insufficient to identify a sound; it must be complemented by a mental consciousness. See Kosa, I, p. 28, 
n. 1, on this subject. 

16? This stanza is quite in the Madhyamaka spirit. Cf. Madh, vrtti, p. 328-329: na pratyayasamut-pannam 
napratyayasamutthitam.... kuta eva bhavisyati. "Since action is neither produced by virtue of conditions nor non-produced 
for the same reason, the agent itself does not exist either. - If the action does not exist, how would the agent and the fruit 
of the action exist? There not being any fruit, how would the enjoyer of the fruit exist?" 

168 The views of eternity and annihilation (sasvatocchedadrsti) are two extreme views (antadvaya) to be avoided 
carefully. Cf. Samyutta, II, p. 17; III, p. 135; Madh. vrtti, p. 269; Madh. avatara, p. 22: Mahavastu, III, p. 448; P. Vaidya, 
Etudes sur Aryadeva, Paris, 1923, p. 35-37; Dutt, Mahayana , p. 46, 54; Lav., Madhyamaka, p. 10. 
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Such is the law which the Buddha preaches. 


The meaning of Srutam has been explained in brief ( samasatah ). 


EKASMIN 

Let us now speak about Ekasmin. 

Question. - In the Buddhist doctrine, the dharmas, number ( samkhyd ), time ( kala ), etc., do not exist, 
because they are not included ( samgrhita ) in the list of aggregates ( skandha ), bases of consciousness 
(i dyatana ) and elements ( dhdtu ) [set up by Buddhists]. ^ Then why is it said: 'at time' (ekasmin samaye )? 

Answer. - According to current usage ( lokasamvrti ), there is 'a' time. It is not wrong [to express oneself in 
that way]. If a piece of carved wood represents the image of a deity ( devapratima ) and by thinking of this 
deity, one pays homage to it ( vandana ), that is not wrong.' 70 j n the same way, when we speak of 'a' time, 
it is not wrong; even though this time does not really exist, it is in conformity with usage ( samvrti ) that we 
speak of'a' time. 

Question. - It is impossible that there is not 'a time'. 1. The Buddha himself said: "When 'a' man appears in 
the world, many men obtain joy. Who is this man? It is the Buddha Bhagavat.171 Furthermore, the Buddha 
spoke this stanza: 

[65a]My conduct ( caiya ) has no master (acdrya). 

My resolve ( chanda ) is one and peerless. 

By observing a single practice, I have become Buddha. 

By myself ( svatah ), I have penetrated the noble Path (dryamdrga). * 72 
In the same way, the Buddha spoke about one-ness in many places. Therefore it must exist. 


169 The |j sts 0 f f lve skandhcis, twelve ayatanas and eighteen dhatus. 

170 The cu | t 0 f ; ma g es i s authorized by virtue of the same principles in Asokavadana (Przyluski, Asoka, p. 361-362), 
Sutralamkara (tr. Huber, p. 272) and Divyavadana, p. 363. 

Text cited above, n. 

172 Stanza pronounced by the Buddha when he met with the ajlvika Upaka (or Upaga, Upagana). 

Vinaya, I„ p. 2a-b, 3c-d); Majjhima, I, p. 171: na me acariyo atthi.... 'smi nibbuto. 

Mahavastu, III,p. 326: na me acatyo asti.... sambodhim uttamdm. 

Sanskrit Udanavarga,p. 263: acatyo me na vai.... sambodhim uttamdm. 

Lalitavistara, p. 405: acatyo na hi me kascit.... sitibhuto nirasravah. 

Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 14, p. 618c8-9: "I have no master; there is no-one like me. Alone I am the flawless Buddha. 
Having reached cool the nature, I am free of corruptions," 

Wou fen liu, T 1421, K. 13, p. 104a: " My conduct has no master; by myself, I have penetrated the noble Path." - Sseu fen 
liu, T 1428, k. 32, p. 787c: " By myself, I have attained awareness. From whom should I have learned it? I have had no 
teacher ." - Ken pen chouo..p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 6, p. 127a: " I do not derive my activity from any master. No-one is 
my equal... By myself I have found awareness; I do not depend on a teacher." 
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2. Furthermore, it is by association ( samyoga ) with the dharma 'one-ness' that a substance ( dravya ) is said 
to be 'one'. If the dharma 'one-ness' did not truly exist, why does a single substance invoke the notion of 
one-ness, unity, and not of duality or three-ness? Why do two substances evoke the notion of duality and 
not of one-ness or of three-ness? Why do three substances evoke the notion of three-ness and not of duality 
or of one-ness? If numbers really did not exist, a single substance would be able to evoke the notion of 
two-ness, two substances would be able to evoke the notion of one-ness, and similarly for three, four, five, 
six, etc. That is why we know with certainty that a substance 'one' possesses the dharma 'one-ness' and that, 
by association ( samyoga ) with this dharma, this substance 'one' engenders the notion of one-ness. 

Answer. - There is a fault both in the case that one-ness is identical (eka) with substance ( dravya ) and in 
the case that one-ness is different ( anya ) from substance. 

Question. - If [one-ness and substance] are the same, what is the fault? 

Answer. - 1. If a vase (ghata) is synonymous with one-ness, in the way that Yin t'i li (Indra) is synonymous 
with Che kia (Sakra), then wherever there is one-ness, there must be a vase, as everywhere where there is 
Indra, there must be Sakra. Henceforth all substances, cloth (pata ), etc., will be vase and one-ness. Since 
the vase is one-ness, wherever there is one-ness, there must be vase, and not only vase, but also cloth, etc., 
because all of them being 'single' substance, they are not different ( visesa ). 

2. Furthermore, one-ness being a number-dharma (samkhyadharma) , the vase also must be a number. Since 
the nature of the vase ( ghatasvabhdva ) involves five attributes (dharma), one-ness also will involve five 
attributes. Since the vase is material (rupin) and offers resistance (sapratigha), one-ness also will be 
material and resistant. [However], wherever there is one-ness, there is no question of the vase. It is not 
necessary that the vase be one-ness, since to speak of one-ness is not to include the vase therein and to 
speak of the vase is not to include one-ness therein. 

3. Finally, if the vase and one-ness were not different, then to speak of one-ness, one would be talking 
about the vase, and to speak about the vase, one would be talking about one-ness. This would be confusing. 

Question. - If [one-ness and the vase] were identical, those would be the faults. But if they are different, 
where is the fault? 

Answer. - If one-ness were different from the vase, the vase would be that which is not one-ness [i.e., it 
would be multiple, aneka]. If the vase were different from one-ness, one-ness would be everything that is 
not the vase. If the vase, united with one-ness, is called 'one', why is one-ness, united with the vase, not 
called 'vase'? This is why we cannot say that the vase is different from one-ness. 

Question. - It is because it is united with the number 'one' that the vase is 'one'; but one-ness does not make 
the vase. 

Answer. - Numbers begin with one-ness: one-ness is different from the vase; that is why the vase is not 
one-ness. Since one-ness does not exist, plurality does not exist either. Why? Because one-ness precedes 
plurality. Thus the difference or the identity [between the vase and one-ness] cannot be established. In both 
cases, if we look for a dharma 'oneness', we cannot find it and since we cannot find it, [65b] how could it 
be included in the list of aggregates (skandha), elements (dhatu) and bases of consciousness ( dyatana )? 
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Only so as to conform with current usage do the disciples of the Buddha speak of one-ness, but their minds 
do not truly cling ( abhinivisate ) to it; they know that the dharma 'number' ( samkhyddhanna ) has a 
conventional existence ( samketasvabhdva ). This is why, when the Buddhist texts talk about ‘a’ man ( ekah 
pudgala), ‘a’ teacher (eka dcdryah ) ‘a’ time ( ekah samayah ), they do not fall into the error of wrong views 
( mithyadrsti ). 

We have explained in brief the meaning of Ekasmin. 


SAMAYE 

Let us now speak about Samaye. 

Question. - In India, there are two words to designate time, Kia lo (kdla ) and San mo ye (samaya ). Why 
does the Buddha say samaya and not kala? 

Answer. - If he said kala, there would be uncertainty. 

Question. - For ease of elocution, he ought to have said 'kala', because 'kala' has only two syllables whereas 
'samaya' has three and is harder to pronounce. 

Answer. - 1. It is in order to avoid wrong views (mithyadrsti) that he said samaya and not kala. Indeed, 
some say that all beings in heaven and earth have kala as cause. 173 Thus some stanzas in the Che king 
(Kalasutra) say: 

Time passes and beings ripen, 

Time passes and beings grow, 

Time can understand men, 

That is why time is cause. * 74 


The universe is like the wheel of a chariot. 

Time revolves like the turning wheel, 

Man also is like the chariot wheel: 

Sometimes above, sometimes below. 

2. Furthermore, some say: "Even if all beings in heaven and on earth and all substances (dravya) are not 
created by time, nevertheless time is immutable (avyaya). That is why it truly exists. But as the dharma 
'time' is subtle (suksma), it is invisible ( adrsya ) and unknowable (ajneya). It is by its effects, flowers 
(puspa ), fruits (phala ), etc., that its existence may be known and its characteristics (laksana) may be seen, 


173 These are the Kalavadins, cf. Saddarsanasamuccaya, p. 10-11. 

174 Interesting variation of a well-known stanza (Bohtlingk, Ind. Spriiche, no. 1688; Madh. vrtti, p. 386; Saddarsana, p. 
11): kdlahpacati bhutani.... halo hi duratikramah. 
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such as the past year or present year, long ago or recently, slowly or quickly. Although time is not seen, it 
is possible to know its existence; for it is by seeing the effect ( phala ) that one knows the existence of the 
cause ( hetu ). That is why a dharma 'time' exists, and as this dharma 'time' is immutable ( avyaya ), it is 
eternal (; nitya )." 

Answer. - Present time ( pratyutpanna ) is like a ball of clay ( mrnpinda ), past time ( atfta ) like the dust of the 
earth ( prthivirajas ) and future time ( andgata ) like the vase ( ghata ). Since time is eternal (nitya), the past 
does not make the future, for according to your texts, time is a single substance ( ekadravya ). This is why 
the past does not make the future or the present, for they are confused with the past. In the past there is no 
future. That is why there is no future or present. 175 

Question. - You accept that that the past [is comparable] to the dust of the earth. If there is a past, there 
must necessarily be a future. That is why the dharma 'time' must exist necessarily. 

Answer. - You have not understood what I have just said. The future is the vase; the past is the dust of the 
earth. The future does not make the past, because by [65c] falling into the characteristics ( laksana) of the 
future, it becomes future and then why would it be called past? That is why the past does not exist. 

Question. - Why should time not exist? There must necessarily be a time. The present (pratyutpanna ) has 
the characteristics (laksana) of the present, the past (atfta) has the characteristics of the past, and the future 
(andgata) has the characteristics of the future. 

Answer. - If the three times each had their own characteristics (svalaksana), they would always be 'present' 
and there would be neither past nor future. If the future existed presently, it would not be called 'future' but 
indeed 'present'. That is why your thesis (vdda) does not hold. 

Question. - The past and the future do not function with the nature of the present; the past functions with 
the nature of the past and the future with the nature of the future. That is why there is a [different] time for 
each nature separately (ekaika dharmalaksana). 

Answer. - If the past has 'passed', it loses the nature of the past; if the past has not 'passed', it does not have 
the nature of the past. Why? Because its self-nature (svalaksana) is absent. It is the same for the future. 
That is why the dharma 'time' is not real. How could it produce the beings of heaven and earth, flowers 
( puspa ), fruits (phala ) and other substances ( dravya )? [The Buddhist texts] do not speak about kala but 
about samaya in order to dispel wrong views of this kind. We speak metaphorically (prajnapti) about time 
with regard to birth (utpdda), the elements (dhdtu) and bases of consciousness (dyatana), but there is no 
distinct time [existing as a separate substance]. Expressions such as 'region' (desa), 'time' (kala), 
'separation' (viyoga), 'union' (samyoga), 'singleness' (ekatva), 'multiplicity' (ndndtva), 'length' (dfrghatva), 
'smallness' (hrasvatva), etc., come from convention (ndmasamketa). Fools (bdla) cling (abhinivisante) to 


1^5 Q n ti le controversy of time in scholastic Buddhism, see bibliography and documents gathered by L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Documents d'Abhidharma, MCB, V, 1936-37, p. 1-158; S. Schayer, Contributions to the problem of Time in 
Indian Philosophy, Cracow, 1938. - In the discussion that follows, the Mpps presents some points of contact with the 
kdlaparfksa of the Madhyamakasastra of Nagarjuna (Madh. vrtti, p. 382-389). 
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them and say that these are [66a] real dharmas ( sadbhuta ). That is why mundane conventional dharmas of 
purely nominal existence must be excluded. 

Question. - If time does not exist, why is it permissible 'to eat at the proper time' ( kdlabhojana ) and 
forbidden 'to eat at the wrong time' (, akalabhojana )?176 Those are common disciplines ( silci)\ 

Answer. - I have already spoken above about these worldly ( laukika ) and conventional ( samketika) 
dharmas: there is a time, but it is not a real dharma. You cannot object to that. Besides, the disciplines 
imposed by the Vinaya are true for the world without having the nature of an absolute, real dharma 
( paramasatyadharmalaksana ), for the dtman and the dharmas do not really exist (nopalobhyante). But in 
order to moderate the impatience of the community ( samgha ), in order to protect the Buddhist doctrine and 
ensure its longevity (cirasthiti), in order to regulate the disciples' rituals, the Bhagavats of the triple world 
have set up prohibitions ( sfla ) the subject of which one should not question whether it is true (s atya, bhuta) 
or conventional ( ndmasamketa ), what is associated ( samyukta ) or dissociated ( viprayukta ), what is a 
dharma with such and such a characteristic ( laksana ) or without that characteristic. That is why no 
objection can be made there. 

Question. - When it is a question of 'food at the improper time' ( akalabhojana ), or 'medicine at the proper 
time' ( kdlabhaisajya ) or 'robes at the proper time' ( kdlavastra ), the word 'kala' is always used. Why not say 
'samaya'? 

Answer. - Lay people ( avaddtavasana ) do not understand the expression in the Vinaya; how then could the 
heretics ( tirthika ) understand it? They would take up wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). Everybody understands 
the expression 'samaya' in the other texts. Therefore by saying 'samaya', they are prevented from producing 
wrong views. 'Samaya' is a contrived word, 'kala' likewise is a metaphorical expression (prajhapti ). 
Besides, in the Buddhist texts, the word 'samaya' is often used and rarely the word 'kala'. 177 Since its use is 
rare, no objection can be made. 

The meaning of the five words Evam mayd srutam ekasmin samaye has thus been explained in brief 
(samdsatah). 


176 p or the restriction of eating at the wrong time ( akdla -. vikalabhojana), i.e., after noon, see Samyutta,V, p. 470; 
Majjhima, I, p. 180, 268, 448; Anguttara, I, p. 212; II, p. 209; III, p. 216, 260, etc. 

17? In his commentaries on the Nikayas (Sumaiigala, I, p. 31; Papanca, I, . 8; Sarattha, I, p. 9-10; Manoratha, I, p. 11), 
Buddhaghosa illustrates the use of samaya by many citations from the canonical texts, e.g., DIgha, I, p. 205; II, p. 254; 
Majjhima, I, p. 438; II, p. 22; Samyutta, I, p. 187; IV, p. 205; Anguttara, I, p. 134; III, p. 246; Vinaya, IV, p. 117. 

NOTE: The Pali and Sanskrit quotations have been abbreviated, only the beginning and ending phrases being cited. 
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CHAPTER III: GENERAL EXPLANATION OF EVAM 

MAYA SRUTA 

Now let us explain the expression Evam maya srutam ekasmin samaye as a whole ( samanyatah ), 'Thus 
have 1 heard at one time'. * 78 

Question - The Buddhas are omniscient (sarvajna); independent and without a teacher (dcdrya), they do 
not follow the teaching of others (paradesand ), they do not adopt the doctrines of others (paradhanna), 
they do not use borrowed systems (paramdrga ). They preach the Buddhadharma without having heard it 
from another. How can they say: "Thus have 1 heard ( evam maya Orutamft" 

[66b] Answer - 1 . As you have said, the Buddha is omniscient, independent, without a teacher; he preaches 
the Dharma without having heard it from another. But the Buddhist doctrine is not the only utterance that 
has come from the mouth of the Buddha ( buddhakanthokta ); it is also all the truths ( satya ) and all the good 
words ( subhdsita ) propagated in the world ( lokci ).^9 Skillful words ( nipuna ), well spoken ( subdsita ) come 


' 7° Other old commentaries on this phrase have been noted by P. Demieville, Les versions chimoises du Milindapanha, 
BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 52-57. 

179 The criterion of authenticity varies considerably among Buddhist scholars. The question of its variations has been 
posed by L. de La Vallee Poussin, Opinions, p. 138-145; Nirvana, p. 24. 

a. The traditional orthodox point of view is that of the pious Asoka in the edict of Bairat (Senart, Piyadasi, II, p. 208; 
Hultsch, Asoka, p. 173; Smith, Asoka, p. 172): "All that the Blessed Buddha has said is well said." ( e kechi bhamte 
bhagavatd Budhena bhasite sarve se subhdsite). 

As a result, in order to know if a doctrine or a text is the word of the Buddha, the translators of the canon say that it must 
be compared with the collections of Buddhist scriptures which alone are authoritative. 

A Pali sutra, dedicated to the four great authorities ( mahcipadesa ), found in DIgha, II, p. 123, and Anguttara, II, p. 167, 
considers as the word of the Buddha any text conforming to the Sutras and the Vinaya: "When a text is proposed on the 
authority of the Buddha, a community ( samgha ), a group of Elders ( thera ) or an individual Elder, it is necessary to see if 
this text ( padavyanjani ) occurs in the Sutras ( sutte otaranti) and appears in the Vinaya ( vinaye sandissanti). If yes, it must 
be accepted as being the word of the Buddha ( bhagavato vacanam ); if no, it must be rejected." 

For the expression mahcipadesa, see DIgha, tr. Rh. D., II, p. 123; tr. Franke, p. 220, n. 4; Anguttara, tr. Woodward, II, p. 
174; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Mahapadesa, Kalapadesa, HJAS, III, 1038, p. 158-160. 

The same phrase, but more elaborate in form, requires that the controversial text must not only be found in the Sutras and 
in the Vinaya, but also that it must not contradict the nature of things (or the truth). This modified fonnula occurs in the 
Chinese DIrghagama, Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 3, p,17c. (cf. T 5, k. 1. p,167a; T 6, k. 1, p. 182c; T 7, k. 1, p. 195c; Ken pen 
chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 37, p. 389b-390b). It is quoted in Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 4: "The characteristic mark of the 
word of the Buddha is that is found in the Sutras, that it appears in the Vinaya and that it does not contradict the truth" 
(buddhavacanasyedam lasanam yat siitre 'vatarati vinaye samdrsyate dharmatam ca na vilomayati). The same principles 
are repeated in Panjika, p. 431: "That which comes down to us as the word of the Buddha traditionally by succession of 
teachers and students, that which occurs in the Sutras, that which appears in the Vinaya and does not contradict the truth 
(dharmata ), that is the word of the Buddha and none other" (yad gurusisyaparamparayamndydydtam.... buddhavacanam 
nanyat). - According to Kosa, IX, p. 252, the dharmata which the text cannot contradict is the law of dependent 
origination (pratityasamutpada ). 
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forth everywhere in the Buddhadharma. Thus the Buddha said in the Vinaya: "What is the Buddhadharma? 
The Buddhadharma is that which has been spoken by five kinds of people: 1. that which the Buddha 
himself has spoken ( buddhabhasita); 2. that which the disciples of the Buddha have spoken 
(srdvakabhdsita ); 3. that which the sages have said ( rsibhasita)\ 4. that which has been said by the gods 
(devabhdsita ); 5. that which apparitional beings have spoken ( upapddukabhasita )."180 . Furthermore, in 


The requirements increase in the Chinese Ekottara, (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 652b. For this sutra, the four 
authorities ( mahapadesa ) in the matter of authenticity are the Sutras, the Vinaya, the Abhidhanna and the Precepts {slid). 

b. With the development of Buddhist literature, the criterion of authority loses its power. More and more it is the intrinsic 
value of a text that will decide if it should be accepted or rejected. A sutra unknown to the Pali tradition, the Sutra of the 
Four Refuges ( pratisarana ), cited below by the Mpps, k. 9, p. 125a, encourages the exegetist to have recourse to the truth 
in himself, not to authority, whatever it may be, even of the Buddha (dharmah pratisaranam na pudgalah). Already the 
Suttanipata, III, 3, defines the characteristics that allow recognition of the "Good Word" ( subhasita ), the irreproachable 
word: " It is well said and not badly said {subhasitan heva bhasati no dubbhasitam); agrees with salvation and is not 
contrary to salvation (dhammah neva bhasati no adhammam); pleasant and not unpleasant ( piyah heva bhdsita no 
appiyam ); true and not false ( saccaii heva bhasati no alikam)." 

c. Finally, the criterion of authenticity is completely abandoned. To accept a sutra, one need no longer be troubled to 
know if it was preached by the Buddha in such and such a place to such and such a person; one need only ask whether or 
not the doctrines which it contains are useful and profitable. This is the triumph of the inner critic over the outer critic, of 
subjectivity over objectivity. The early phrase: "All that the Buddha said is well said" is reversed, and it is generally 
proclaimed: "Everything that is well said has been said by the Buddha." In the following pages, the Mpps resolutely 
defends this point of view with supporting texts. One could add other citations to the ones it brings. The 
Madhyasayasamcodanasutra, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 15, and Panjikam, p. 431-432, says: "Every word of the 
Buddha may be recognized by four characteristics: it is endowed with usefulness and not hurtfulness; it agrees with the 
Dhanna and does not contradict the Dhanna; it destroys the passions and does not increase them; it shows the qualities 
and benefits of nirvana and does not show the qualities and benefits of samsara. Whoever teaches or will teach a doctrine 
presenting these four characteristics should be regarded as a Buddha by the faithful, sons and daughters of good family. 
They should consider him to be their teacher and listen to his doctrine. Why? Because all that is well said has been said 
by the Buddha ( api tu. maitreya, caturbhih kdranaih... subhasitam sarvatn tat buddhabhasitam). 

d. When the Greater Vehicle comes to flood the Buddhist literature with its innumerable sutras, the adepts of the Lesser 
Vehicle protest: "These texts are not authentic; they are not the words of the Buddha." The scholars of the Greater 
Vehicle have only arguments of reasoning to oppose them. They say: "The Mahayana leads to supreme enlightenment; 
this is why we know that they are the words of the Buddha." All their argumentation in the end leads back to this single 
affirmation. See Mahayanasamgraha, p. 9; Sutralamkara, I, v. 7, p. 3; Siddhi, p. 176-178; Hien yang cheng kiao louen, T 
1602, k. 20, p. 581b; Dutt, Mahayana, p. 68-75. 

180 p assa g e taken from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu,T 1435, K. 9, p. 71 b 1 -2.. When the Mpps refers to the 
Vinaya, it always quotes the Sarvastivadin Vinaya word for word. These two texts, the Sarvastivadin Vinaya and the 
Mpps, have both been translated by Kumarajlva and are known to us only as translations by this author. 

The text cited here has its correspondent in all the other Vinayas; Pali Vinaya, IV, p. 15: dhammo ncima buddhabhasito.... 
dhammupasamhito. - Mahasamghika Vinaya, Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 13, p. 336a21: "The doctrine is either what 
the Buddha has pronounced or else that which he has approved and sanctioned; what the Buddha has approved and 
sanctioned are his sravaka disciples and other men who have pronounced it and the Buddha has approved with his 
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the Che t'i to tao king (Sakradevendrabhisambodhisutra), the Buddha said to Kiao che kia (Kausika)^!; 
"The truths (satyd), good words ( subhasita ), words that are skillful and well spoken, spread throughout the 
world, all constitute my doctrine." 1^2 Finally, it is said in the Tsan fa kie (Buddhastotragatha): 

The good words in the world 

Are all derived from the Buddhadharma. 

These good words are faultless 

And are no different from the words of the Buddha. 

Although they are found elsewhere 
These are good words, faultless. 

They are all 

Fragments of the Buddhadharma. 

Even among heretics 
There can be good words. 

Thus the insect that gnaws wood 

Soon takes on the name [of the wood that it eats]. 

The doctrine of beginning, middle and end. 


sanction." - Dharmagupta Vinaya, Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 11, p. 639al6: "The doctrine in padas is what the Buddha has 
pronounced, what the sravakas have expressed, what the rsis have expressed and what the devas have expressed." This 
passage is identical with the Pali. - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Ken pen chou... p'i nai ye, T 1332, k. 26, p. 771b22: "The 
word 'dhanna' means the doctrine that the Buddha and the sravakas have pronounced." - The bodhisattvas appear in the 
definition of the doctrine in "Nandimitra's Relation": In the collections of the holy Dharma, there are texts that have been 
pronounced by the Buddha, others by the bodhisattvas, others by the sravakas, others by the rsis, others by the gods, 
others by the sages; they can inspire fairness and benefit." Cf. S. Levi, Les seize Arhatprotecteurs de la loi, JA, 1916, p. 
20 - 21 . 

Kausika (in Pali, Kosiya) is a rather rare, it is true, epithet of Indra-Sakra. It occurs already in the Rigveda (I, 10) and 
Mahabharata (3, 9,9 and 135,20). See Macdonell, Vedic Mythology, p. 62, and W. Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 123. - It 
occurs in Buddhist texts: DTgha, II, p. 270; Majjhima, I, p. 200, 202, 315, 403. This epithet, which means 'belonging to 
the Kusika family', is a survival from the time when Indra was the god of the Kusika clan, according to Rhys Davids 
(DTgha, tr. II, p. 296). 

182 I [Lamotte] have not succeeded in identifying this text, but in Ahguttara, IV, p. 163-164, there is a conversation 
between Indra and some bhiksus where the latter also affirm that everything that is well said has been said by the Buddha. 
Indra congratulates the monks on their speech: "That is a fine doctrine. Do you know it from your own enlightenment or 
do you hold it from the Buddha?" The monks reply: "When, at a distance from a large granary, one sees some people who 
are carrying grain in a basket, in their robes, in their hands, one can easily deduce where that grain came from; in the 
same way, all that is well said, every good word, is the word of the Blessed One." ( Yam kimei subhasitam sabbam tarn 
Bhagavato vacanam). 
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The destruction of specific and general characteristics 
Is like the iron that comes out of the gangue. 

Who would think 

That a forest of eranda * 83 

Could contain the goshirsha * 84 sandalwood? 

Who would believe that a bad seed 
Could contain the wondrous honey fruit? 

Then we would believe 
That the works of heretics 
Themselves contain good words. 


Good and true words 
All come from the Buddha, 

Like the perfume of the sandal wood ( candana ) 

Comes from Mo li chan .185 
Withhold Mo li chan 

And there would be no more sandalwood. 

Similarly, withhold the Buddha 

And there would be no further good words. 

2. Furthermore, 186 the phrase Evam maya srutam is an expression used by the disciples of the Buddha 
such as A nan (Ananda), etc. Since it partakes of the marks ( laksana ) of the Buddhadharma, it is called 
Buddhadharma. Thus the Buddha, at the time of his parinirvana, was at Kiu yi na kie (Kusinagara) between 


183 eranda, according to Monier-Willimas: the castor-oil plant, Ricinus communis or Croton polyandron; or Palma 
Christi. 

184 gosTrsa, according to Monier-Williams: a kind of sandalwood (brass-colored and very fragrant). 

183 Mo li chan, also transcribed by the characters Mo lo chan (Przyluski, Concile, p. 207) and Mo lo ye chan (S. Levi, 
Catalogue geograhique des Yaksa, JA, Jan.-Feb., 1915, p. 41) is most likely Mount Malaya where gosirsa candana is 
collected, below, k. 10, p. 132a. 

18® This paragraph gives the ultima verba of the Buddha before his entry into parinirvana. At the request of Aniruddha, 
Ananda asks five questions of the dying Buddha who answers with five pieces of advice. I [Lamotte] do not find this 
episode in the other stories of the parinirvana where Aniruddha appears only once to learn from Ananda if the Buddha has 
entered into nirodhasamapatti. Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 156; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 4, p. 26b28; Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 
188b26; Tapan nie p'an king, T 7, k. 2, p. 205al0; Ken pen chouo... tsaa che, T 1451, k. 38, p. 309b6. 
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two Sa lo ( sdla ) trees; lying with his head to the north, the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana. At that 
time, Ananda, still under the influence of the afflictions (anunaya), had not yet dispelled or eliminated 
passion ( rdga ). His heart was plunged into a sea of sadness from which he was unable to come out. Then 
the sthavira A ni Ion teou (Aniruddha) said to Ananda: "You, keeper of the basket of the Buddhist texts, 
you ought not to founder in a sea of sadness like an ordinary person ( prthagjana ). All conditioned dharmas 
( samskrtadharma ) are transitory in nature ( anityalaksana ). You should not be sad. Moreover, the Buddha 
has entrusted the doctrine to you and now, in your despair, you forget the task which he entrusted to you. 
Therefore ask the Buddha the following questions: After the Buddha's parinirvana, what path ( mdrga ) shall 
we follow? Who will be our teacher ( dcdiya ), our critic and our guide [66c] ( chandaka )? What will be our 
refuge ( uposatha )? What words will we place at the beginning of our Buddhist texts? You should ask the 
Buddha about these things to come ( andgatavastu )." 

When Ananda heard this advice, his sadness decreased a little and he found the strength to think about the 
path. He helped the Buddha to lie at the edge of the bed and asked him these questions. 

The Buddha said to Ananda: "Henceforth after my departure, you yourself will be your own refuge 
(i atmasarana ), the Dharma will be your refuge ( dharmasarana ), and you will have no other refuge 
(i ananyasarana ). How, O bhiksu, will you be your own refuge, how will the Dharma be your refuge, and 
how will you have no other refuge? The bhiksu considers his own body (kdyam anupasyati)', he always 
dedicates to it his full attention ( ekacitta ), his wisdom ( prajna ), his zeal (prayatna ), his energy (virya) and 
he rejects the worldly desires and resulting dissatisfactions (Joke ’bhidhyadaurmanasya). In the same way, 
he considers the body of another, then his own body and that of another at the same time. The same for the 
smrtyupasthanas of feeling (vedand), mind (cittd) and dharmas. Then it can be said that this bhiksu is 
himself his own refuge, goes to the Dharma for refuge and has no other refuge. 187 Henceforth the Kiai t'o 
kiai king (Pratimoksasutra) will be your great teacher (: mahacdrya ). You should carry out bodily activities 
(kdyakarman) and vocal actions ( vdkkarman ) according to the instructions of the Pratimoksasutra. - After 
my Nirvana, your guide (chandaka), O bhiksu, will be the punishment according to the rule of Brahma 
( brahmadanda - If someone is in a state of mind of panic (abhihatacitta), he should be taught the 


Th e game sermon on the four smrtyupasthanas was already spoken to Ananda at Beluva (DIgha, II, p. 100); Tch'ang a 
han, T 1, k. 2, p. 15b; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 30,p. 387b) and at Savatthi (Samyutta, V, p.163) and to the 
bhiksus at Matula (DIgha, III, p. 58, 77; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 6), k. 6, p. 391; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 70, k. 15, p. 
520b): Tasmat ih' Ananda attadipd viharatha.... dhammadtpo dhammasarano anannasarano. 

188 Brahmadanda was inflicted by the Buddha upon Chanda: "Let Chanda say to the bhiksus whatever he wishes, but let 
the bhiksus not speak to him, nor admonish him, nor advise him." (cf. DIgha, II, p. 154; Vinaya, II, p. 290: Channo 
bhikkhuyarn icccheyya.... na anusasitabbo). 

The same prohibition in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 1), k. 4, p. 26a. The punishment is even more severe in the Mahlsasaka 
Vinaya, Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 39, p. 102a: "It will be forbidden for any bhiksu, bhiksum, upasaka, updsikd to meet him 
or to speak to him." - See also Sammapadatutha, II, p. 110-12 (Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 166) and Rh.D., Theragdtha, 
tr. chap. LXIX. 
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Chan t'o kia tcgan yen king (Samthakatyayanasutra); then he will be able to obtain the Path. 189 . As for 
the precious basket of the Dharma (dharmaratnapitaka) compiled during three incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), it must begin with the following phrase: "Thus have I heard at one time ( evam mayd 
srutam ekasmin samaye)', the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place, in such and such a country, in 
such and such a grove..." Why [this beginning]? Sutras all began with this formula among the Buddhas of 
the past ( atftabuddha ); sutras all will begin with this formula among the [67a] Buddhas of the future 
(andgatabuddha ); finally, the Buddhas of the present ( pratyutpannabuddha ), at the moment of their 
parinirvana, also teach this formula. Henceforth, after my parinirvana, sutras must also begin with this 
formula: Evam mayd srutam skasmin samaye. 

By that, we know that [the content of the sutra] was taught by the Buddha, but it is not the Buddha who 
says: Evam mayd srutam. The Buddha, who is omniscient ( sarvajnd ), independent and without a teacher, 
cannot say: "Thus have 1 heard." If the Buddha said: "Thus have I heard", the objection could be made that 
the Buddha did not know the thing [before having heard it]. At the request of Ananda, the Buddha has 
taught this formula, a formula to be pronounced by his disciples. [Therefore] this expression Evam mayd 
srutam is irreproachable. 

3. Furthermore, so that the Buddhadharma may remain in the world for a long time, the ayusmat^ 0 m 0 ] 10 
kia cho (Mahakasyapa) and other arhats questioned Ananda, asking him: "Where did the Buddha preach 
the Dharma for the first time? What dharmas did he preach?" - Ananda answered: "Thus have I heard at 
one time ( evam mayd srutam ekasmin samaye)', the Buddha was dwelling in the country of Po lo na 
(Varanasi), in the residence of Sien jen (Rsipatana) in Mrgadava); he preached the noble truths on suffering 
(duhkhdryasatya ) to five hundred bhiksus. At the beginning, I understood nothing about the self. But by 


189 In this sutra the Buddha praises the good meditation, without content or object, which prepares the way to nirvana. 
He congratulates Samtha Katyayana (in Pali, Sandha or Saddlia Kaccayana): cf. Anguttara, V, p. 323; Samyutta, II, p. 
153) for having no concept whatsoever of what is. And the gods venerate Samtha, saying: "Homage to you, excellent 
man, for we have not that on which you meditate!" 

We have several versions of this sutra with important variants - in Pali, in Anguttara, V, p. 323-326; - in Sanskrit, from a 
citation in Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 49-50; - in Chinese, in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 926), k. 33, p. 235c-236b, and T 100 (no. 
151), k. 8, p. 430c-431b; from citations in Yu kiu che ti louen by Asanga, T 1579, k. 36, p. 189b, and by Ta tch'eng 
tchang tchen louen by Bhavaviveka, T 1578, k. 2, p. 276c (tr. L. de La Vallee Poussin, Le Joyau dans la main, MCB, II, 
1932-33, p. 127). 

Here is the Sanskrit text of this sutra which, with the exception of some additions which I [Lamotte] have made in 
brackets, corresponds exactly with the Pali version: Iha Samtha bhiksur na prthmm nisritya.... kim tvam nisrtya dhyayasi. 
Poussin, who several times has mentioned the importance of this text, comments: “Two schools read confirmation of 
their metaphysical theses in this old sutra and the meeting is rather thorny. Maitreya-Asanga's school thinks that the son 
of KatyayanI meditates on ineffable reality, on the dharma called tathata which it discovered some centuries after the 
redaction of the sutra and of which old scripture knew nothing. Bhavaviveka says that the son of KatyayanI meditates on 
the void, for only voidness exists in the universe; he makes the son of KatyayanI a precursor of Bhavaviveka... The sutra 
teaches nothing other than right meditation." (Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 92; see also idem, Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 
1932-33, p. 55). 

190 ayusmat: 'life-possessing', honorific title applied to royal personages and Buddhist monks (Monier-Williams). 
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pondering correctly (yonisomanasikara ) on the Dharma, I obtained the eye ( caksus ), knowledge (jnana), 
the ear ( srotra ) and awakening (buddhi)."^ 1 

Similarly, it is said at length in the Tsi fa king (Dharmasamgrahasutra?)^^: When the Buddha entered into 
nirvana, the earth trembled six times, the rivers reversed their courses, a violent wind blew up in a tempest, 
black clouds arose on the horizon in the four directions. There was thunder and lightning, hail and rain 
came down in floods; here and there stars fell. Lions and other wild beasts began to howl; gods and men 
uttered great moans, all wailing: "The Buddha has passed into Nirvana. Alas! the eye of the world 
(lokacaksus ) is extinguished." At the same time, plants, forests, grasses, trees, flowers and leaves suddenly 
split open. Sumeru, king of mountains, trembled from its very base. Waves rose up in the sea, the earth 
quaked terribly. Mountains and cliffs crumbled, trees snapped and smoke arose from the four quarters of 
the horizon. There was great panic. Ponds and rivers became soiled with mud. The stars appeared in full 
daylight. People began to wail, the gods lamented, the goddesses choked with their tears. The saiksas 
suffered in silence; the asaiksas told one another that all conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are 
transitory ( anitya). Thus the gods, manusas, yakshas, raksasas, gandharvas, kimnaras, mahoragas and 
nagas all felt great sadness. 

The arhats who had crossed the sea of old age (jard ), sickness ( vyadhi) and death (: marana ) said to one 
another: 

We have crossed the river of worldly passions, 


191 In telling this episode of the Council of Rajagrha, the Mpps, according to its custom, follows the Sarvastivadin 
Vinaya word for word (Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60, p. 448b; Przyluski, Concile, p. 230). 

192 Tijg t s i f a king, which the Mpps takes as its pattern in the narrative of the first Council, should be very close to the 
Kia ye kie king, T 2027. Przyluski has commented that the account in the Mpps "is rather similar to the Kia ye kie king, 
especially in the verse sections." 

The account of the Council in the Mpps has been translated by Przyluski in his well-known Le Concile de Rajagrha, ch. 
Ill, p. 57-73. I [Lamotte] cannot do better than to reproduce his translation with a few slight modifications. In my notes, I 
use mainly the other sources gathered by him, of which here is the list with references to the Taisho edition: 

1) Among the sutras and commentaries: Kia ye king, T 2027, vol. 49, p.4b-7a. - A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 6, p. 150a- 
152c7, and A yu wang tchouan, T 2043, k. 3-4, p. 112a-l 14a25. - Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 2, p. 175a-175c21 and Fan 
ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 190c-191a. - Three short extracts from Fen pie kong louen, T 1507; an extract from Ta pei king, 
T 380, k. 5, p. 971b 11; an extract from P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1058a-b. 

2) Among the Vinayas: Cullavagga, XI, of the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 284-293, and Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 30, p. 190b-192a. - 
Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k, 54, p. 966a-968c, and P'i ni mou louen, T 1463, k. 4, p. 818. - Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 32, p. 
490b-493a. - Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60, p. 447a-450a. 

Przyluski has purposely set aside the narrative of the council in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya. We will have to rely on 
the Chinese version of Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 402c-407c, the Tibetan version of the Dulwa, XI, p. 651 
sq., the English translation by E. Obermiller of Bu ston, II, p. 73-91. We should not forget the information furnished by 
the commentaries of Vasumitra. Cf. P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes bouddhiques d'apres Paramdrtha , MCB, I, 1931- 
32, p. 25-30. 

A detailed bibliography of earlier works on the first Council will be found in Mahavamsa, tr. Geiger, p. LI-LIV. 
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We have destroyed old age, sickness and death with disgust. 

We have seen that the body is [like] a chest containing four great serpents. 193 

Now let us enter into the nirvana of cessation without residue. 

The great arhats everywhere, gave up their bodies at will in the mountains and forests, near rivers and 
springs, in the valleys and ravines, and entered into [67b] parinirvana. 194 other arhats took their departure 
into the sky ( dkdsa) like the king of the swans ( hamsardja ). They manifested all kinds of miraculous 
powers ( rddhibdla ) so that the multitude of men might obtain pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ). Then, after 
their parinirvana, the devas, from those of the six realms of desire ( kdmaloka) up to those of the pure 
abodes ( suddha.va.sa ), seeing that the arhats had all entered into nirvana, had this thought: "The sun of 
Buddha has set. The disciples who cultivate all kinds of dhyana, samadhi, liberations (vimoksa) and 
wisdom, their light, too, is extinguished. Beings suffer all kinds of sickness: desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa) 
and stupidity ( moha ). Now that these physicians of the Dharma (, dharmabhaisajyacarya ) hasten to enter 
into nirvana, who then will heal them? Like the lotus ( pundarfka ), the disciples, arisen in the immense 
ocean of wisdom, are now withered. The tree of the Dharma (, dharmavrksa ) has been cut down; the cloud 
of Dharma (, dharmamegha ) has dissipated. The king of elephants ( ajapati) of great wisdom has withdrawn, 
the offspring of the elephants ( gajapota ) follow after him. The merchants of the Dharma (dharmavanij) 
have gone, from whom can we request the jewel of the Dharma ( dharmaratna )? A stanza says: 

The Buddha has gone to rest forever: he has entered into Nirvana. 

The multitude of those who have destroyed the bonds has likewise departed. 

Thus the universe is empty and without knowledge. 

The shadows of ignorance thicken, the lamp of knowledge is extinguished. 

Then the devas prostrated at the feet of Mahakasyapa and uttered this stanza: 

Elder! You have given up desire (rdga), anger ( dghdta ) and pride (: mdna ). 

Your body is like a column of red gold ( raktasuvarnastambha ). 

From head to toe, you are majestic, marvelous, peerless, 

The clarity of your eye is pure like the lotus. 

Having praised him thus, they said to Mahakasyapa: "O venerable Kasyapa! Do you know, O Sakya, the 
ship of the Dharma (dharmandva) is broken. The citadel of the Dharma ( dharmanagara ) is crumbling. The 


These are the four elements. Cf. Mpps, k. 12, p. 145b, the "Sutra of the Comparison of the Four Venomous Snakes" 
and the various versions of the apologue entitled "The Man in the Well" (Chavannes, Contes, p. 83-84; III, p. 257; IV, p. 
158, 235-238). J. Ph. Vogel, The Man in the Well, RAA, XI, 1937, p. 109-115. 

194 -phe parinirvana of the arhats following the Buddha's death and the anxiety of the gods are also mentioned by the Kia 
ye kie king (Concile, p. 3-4), the Legend of Asoka ( Concile, p. 27) and the Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 
402c: "Eighty thousand bhiksus died at the same time as Sariputra, seventy thousand at the same time as Maudgalyayana 
and eighteen thousand at the same time as the Buddha." 
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ocean of the Dharma ( dharmadhara ) is drying up. The standard of the Dharma ( darmapatdkd ) is being 
turned upside down. The lamp of the Dharma ( dharmapradfpa ) is about to be extinguished. Those who 
proclaim the Dharma are about to leave. Those who practice the Path are becoming more and more rare. 
The power of the wicked is ever growing. In your great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), it is necessary to 
found solidly ( avasthdpayati ) the Buddhadharma. "195 

Then the Great Kasyapa, whose mind is like a clear tranquil ocean, replied: "You have spoken truly. It is 
truly as you have said. Before long, the universe will be without knowledge (jhana) and plunged into 
shadows." Then Kasyapa the Great, by his silence, accepted their invitation. The devas prostrated at the 
feet of Kasyapa the Great; at once they disappeared and returned home. 

Then after some time, Kasyapa the Great thought: "What shall I do so that this great doctrine, acquired 
with difficulty by the Buddha during three incalculable periods ( asamkhyeya kalpa ), will remain for a long 
time?" Having pondered thus, [he said]: " I know how to ensure a long life for this doctrine: it is necessary 
to compile the Sieou ton Ion (Sutras), the A p'i t'an (Abhidharma) and the P'i ni (Vinaya) and make the 
three baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). In this way, the Buddhadharma will last for a long time and 
the people of the ages to come will receive it and practice it. Why is that? From age to age, with painful 
effort and out of compassion ( anukampd ), the Buddha exerted himself to acquire this doctrine and has 
proclaimed it to men. We must likewise comply respectfully with the Buddhadharma, spread it and develop 
it." 

Then, having pronounced these words, Kasyapa the Great went to the top of [67c] Mount Sumeru. He 
struck the bronze gandf 196 and recited this stanza: 

Disciples of the Buddha! 

Keep well the memory of the Buddha. 

We must recognize the benefits of the Buddha. 

Do not enter into nirvana. 

The sound of the gandf and the sound of the words of Kasyapa the Great spread throughout the entire 
trichiliomegachiliocosm ( trisdhasramahdsahdsralokadhdtu) and all heard him. The disciples endowed with 
miraculous powers (. rddhibdla ) assembled around Kasyapa the Great who said: "The Buddhadharma is 
about to be extinguished. The Buddha, who for three incalculable periods ( asamkhyaya kalpa), by difficult 
effort and out of compassion ( anukampd ) for beings, has acquired this Dharma, has entered into 
parinirvana. Those of his disciples who know the Dharma (dharmajna), retain the Dharma ( dharmadhara ) 


195 j n q le Kia y e ki e king {Concile, p. 4) and also in the Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 28), the devas and especially 
Sakra and the four devarajas, invite Kasyapa to gather up the doctrine. 

196 j n the legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 28) also, Kasyapa called the assembly together by striking a gandf which 
resonated throughout Jambudvlpa and the trichiliocosm. - Other sources, Kia ye king, Tchouan tsi san tsang ( Concile , p. 
5, 95) simply say that Kasyapa called together the s amgha. - In the P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king ( Concile , p. 126) Kasyapa sent 
his five hundred arhats to all the universes of the ten directions to announce the council. They brought back with them, in 
Sahaloka, 804,000 individuals. 
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and recite the Dharma ( dharmabhdnaka ), have all entered nirvana along with the Buddha. Now that the 
Dharma is about to be lost, it is necessary to have the greatest compassion ( karund ) for beings to come. 
Having lost the eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), they will be stupid and blind. In his great kindness and 
great compassion ( mahdmaitrikarund ), the Buddha has had pity for beings. We should respectfully comply 
with the Buddha's doctrine. Let us wait until we have compiled the baskets (pitaka ) of the sacred words 
and then we will enter into nirvana as we please." 197 

All who had come to the assembly accepted this command and remained. Then Kasyapa the Great chose a 
thousand individuals. 198 with the exception of Ananda, all were arhats, having acquired the six 
superknowledges ( abhijnd ), liberation (vimoksa) complete and without any doubt. All had acquired the 
three knowledges ( vidya ), mastery of samadhi (samddhivasitd). They could practice the samddhis in a 
forward or reverse direction ( pratilomanulomatah ). All were without obstacles ( avyddhdta ). They recited 
the three baskets ( tripitaka) and understood the inner ( ddhydtmika ) and outer (bcihyci)^ 99 sacred scriptures. 
They recited and knew fully the eighteen kinds of great sutras of the heretical sects ( tirthika )^00 and all of 
them were able to conquer the heterodox (pdsanda) in debate. 

Question - Since there were incalculable numbers of such arhats, why were only a thousand chosen and no 
more? 

Answer - When king P'in p’o so lo (Bimbasara) found the Path, eighty-four thousand dignitaries also found 
the Path. Then the king decreed this commnd in the palace: "Let there always be enough rice to offer to a 
thousand people."201 King A cho-che (Ajatasatm) did not break this rule. Thus Kasyapa the Great said to 
himself: "If we continue to beg our food endlessly, the heretics ( tirthika ) will object to us violently and will 
suppress our rules (vidhi). Presently in the city of Wang cho (Rajagrha), rice is constantly supplied to a 
thousand men.702 That is where we should dwell in order to recite the baskets of the texts." It was for that 
reason that one thousand men were chosen and no more. [68a] Then Kasyapa the Great, accompanied by a 
thousand men, went to the city of Rajagrha on the mountain K'i cho kiue (Grdhrakutaparvata).^? He said 


197 Also in the legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 32) Kasyapa forbids the arhats to enter nirvana before they have compiled 
the scriptures. 

198 The fj rst (p ounc ii brought together five hundred participants according to most sources, one thousand according to the 
Mahasamghika Vinaya ( Concile , p. 204) and Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, tr. Beal, II, p. 161; Watters, Travels, II, p. 160. The 
Mpps is aware of these numbers; here it speaks of one thousand members, but later (p. 69c) of five hundred. Therefore its 
account is not homogeneous, as Przyluski has noted. 

199 According to Przyluski, this concerns the canonical and extracanonical scriptures, or else the Buddhist and non- 
Buddhist scriptures. 

200 p or q lese eighteen great sutras, see Bukkyo daijiten, p. 941b. 

791 This command was given by Bimbasara after his second meeting with the Buddha. 

Some sources describe the welcome given by Ajatasatru to the Council members. Cf. Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 
38) and Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 404a-b. 

703 The c ounc ii was held at Rahagrha, but the sources do not agree on the exact place: the rock-cave Pippalayana (Ken 
pen chou... tsa che, T 1451k. 39, p. 404b; Legend of Asoka in Concile, p. 38); Saptaparna cave on the side of mount 
Vaihara, Vebhara in Pali (Mahavastu, I, p. 70; Mahavamsa, III, v. 19); the cave of mount Teh'a a ti or Tch'o ti 
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to king Ajatasatru: "Give us food. Let someone bring us our food each day. We are about to compile the 
baskets of the texts here and we will be unable to occupy ourselves with anything else." 

In this place, at the time of the summer retreat ( varsd ), the fifteenth day of the third month, at the time of 
the recitation of the precepts ( sfla ), having gathered together the samgha, Kasyapa the Great entered into 
samadhi. With his divine eye ( divyacaksus ), he contemplated to see if, in the present assembly, there was 
someone who had not yet completely subdued the afflictions ( klesa ) whom it was necessary to expel. 
Ananda was the only person who had not completely subdued them. The other 999 had already destroyed 
the impurities ( ksmdsrava ); they were pure (visuddha) and stainless ( vimala ). Kasyapa the Great, coming 
out of samadhi , led Ananda by the hand out of the assembly and said to him: "Here in this pure assembly, 
they are going to recite the baskets of the texts. Your bonds ( bandhana ) are not yet suppressed, you must 
not stay here." 

Then Ananda wept with shame and thought: "For twenty-five years I accompanied the Bhagavat; I served 
him; I was at his disposal.-04 j have never yet suffered such great sorrow. The Buddha was truly 
venerable, compassionate and patient." Having had this thought, he said to Kasyapa the Great: "In the long 
run, I would have had the strength to find the Path, but in the Buddhadharma, arhats must not serve 
anyone, must not be at the disposal of anyone, must not carry out anyone's orders. It is for that reason that I 
have kept a trace of bonds ( bandhana ) and have not completely broken them." 

Kasyapa the Great said: "However, you have committed faults ( dpatti ).™5 The Buddha was unwilling that 
women should leave home. You insistently begged the Buddha to allow them to practice the Path. For this 
reason, the proper law of the Buddha will be exhausted at the end of five hundred years and will diminish. 
In this you have committed a duskrta fault."206 Ananda said: "I was sorry for Kiu t'an mi (Gautami). 


(Mahasamghika Vinaya,T 1425, k. 32, p. 490c; Legge, Fa-hien, p. 85); a cave situated on the north side of mount Daksina 
(Hiuan-tsang in Watters, Travels, II. p. 160); the cave of Nyagrodha (Dulwa in Rockhill, Life, p. 151). 

204 when i le was fifty years old, after twenty years of ministry, the Buddha attached Ananda to himself as an 
upasthayaka. Before accepting this duty, Ananda had set conditions: never to share the food or clothing of the Buddha, 
not to accompany him on his visits among lay people, always to have access to him. See Che tcho king 
(Upasthayakasutra) in Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 33), k. 8, p. 471c-475a, the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 
88), and other later works, such as Wen kiu, comm, on Saddharmapundarika, T 1718, k. 2, p. 18b. - The 
upasthayakasutra does not have its correspondent in the Pali canon, but reappears in Buddhaghosa's commentaries in a 
more elaborate fonn, where the conditions set by Ananda increase to eight: Manoratha, I, p. 294-296; Comm, on the 
Theragatha in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 350-352; Hardy, Manual, p. 234-235. 

f n a n ti le accounts of the council, Kasyapa reproached Ananda with a number of faults: two in the case of the Fen pie 
kong to louen ( Concile, p. 120-122); four in the Tchouan tsi san tsang (ibid, p. 97-98); five in the Pali Vinaya (ibid, p. 
156-159); six in the Mahlsasaka Vinaya (ibid, p. 148-153), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (ibid, p.232-234) and the legend of 
Asoka (ibid, p. 47-51); seven in the Dharmagupta Vinaya (ibid, p. 182-186), the Mahasamghika Vinaya (ibid, p. 214- 
215), the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya and the Parinirvanasutra (ibid, p. 83); nine in the Kia kie king (ibid, p. 13-15). - The 
Mpps counts six faults but enumerates only five. 

206 -phe institution of the order of nuns at Ananda's request is related in the Vinaya, II, p. 253 (tr. Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, 
p. 320); Aiiguttara, IV, p. 274; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 116), k. 28, p. 605a: K'iu t'an mi ki kouo king, T 60; Ta feng pien 
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Moreover, in the doctrine of the Buddhas of the three times ( tryadhvan ), there are always four categories 
[of disciples]. Why would our Buddha Sakyamuni be the only one not to have them?" 

Kasyapa the Great again said: "When the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana, he came to the city of 
Kiu yi na kie (Kusinagara). He was suffering from a backache. Four upper robes ( uttarasanga ) were laid 
down one on top of another; he lay down and said to you: ‘I need some water.’ You did not give him any. 
In that you committed a duskrta fault.”207 Ananda replied: "At that time, five hundred chariots were 
crossing the stream, making the water turbid and impure. This is why I did not take any." Kashyapa the 
Great again said: "Exactly, if the water was impure, the Buddha had miraculous power (. riddhibala ) strong 
enough to purify an ocean of impure water. Go and confess your duskrita fault." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "The Buddha summoned you: a man learned in the practice of the four 
bases of miraculous power ( rddhibala ) could remain in this world for a kalpa or a fraction of a kalpa. You 
remained silent without answering. He questioned you three times and you remained silent. If you had 
answered him, the Buddha, learned in the practice of the four bases of miraculous power, would [68b] 
have remained in this world for a kalpa or a fraction of a kalpa. Because of you, the Buddha has 
prematurely entered into nirvana. In that, you have committed a duskrta fault.Ananda said: "Mara 


fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 5, p. 152; Ta ngai tao pi k'ieou ni king, T 1425, k. 30, p. 471a; Sseu feu liu, T 1428, k. 48, p. 
922c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 15; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 29-30, p. 350b. - This instituting is also narrated in 
Sanskrit in the fragments of the Bhiksunlkarmavacana published by C. M. Ridding and L. de La Vallee Poussin in BSOS, 
I, 1920, p. 124-125. 

207 xhis episode is told in very different ways in the texts: 

1) Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 2), k. 3, p. 19c: Being thirsty, the Buddha asked Ananda three times in succession to go and fill 
his bowl at a river. Ananda replied that the water had just been disturbed by the passing of five hundred chariots and 
suggested that he go to get water from the Kakutstha river. Then an asura, converted to Buddhism, filled a bowl "with 
water purified eight times" and offered it to the Buddha who accepted it out of compassion for him. - It is this refusal of 
the water which is blamed on Ananda in all the narratives of the first Council with the exception of the Pali Cullavagga. 

2) Fo pan ni yuan king, T 5, k. 2, p. 168a; Pan ni yuan king, T 6, k. 2, p. 183c; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 37, p. 
391a: At the request of the Buddha, Ananda went directly to draw water from the river Kakutstha, but noticing that the 
water had become disturbed by the passage of 500 chariots, he asked the Buddha to use it only for his ablutions and he 
went to quench his thirst in the Hiranyavatl river which flowed nearby. The Buddha followed this advice. 

3) DIgha, II, p. 128-129: Ta pan nie p'an king, T 7, k. 2, p. 197b. The Buddha asked Ananda to go to find some drinkable 
water in the nearby brook three times. Ananda twice objected that the water was disturbed and proposed going to find 
some in the Kakutstha river. At the third request, he obeyed and noticed to his great astonishment that the water of the 
stream had become clear. 

In accord with this tradition - probably revised - of the Pali DIgha, the Cullavagga, in its story of the first Council, does 
not blame Ananda with having refused water to the Buddha. 

It would be interesting to compare these different traditions with the Sanskrit text of the Mahaparinirvanasutra recovered 
in central Asia. Unfortunately, so far we have only short extracts published by E. Waldschmidt, Beitrage zur 
Textgeschichte des Mahaparinirvanasutra , NGGW, Fachgr. Ill, Band II, Nr. 3, 1939, p. 55-94. 

208 ■phis reproach is not the same in all the narratives: 
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clouded my mind. That is why I did not speak. It was not out of maliciousness that I did not answer the 
Buddha." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "You have stepped on the samghati of the Buddha. In that you have 
committed a duskrta fault." Ananda said: "At that time, a great wind arose and there was no-one to help 
me. While I was holding the robe, the wind blew and it fell beneath my foot. It is not out of disrespect that 
I stepped on the Buddha's robe." 

Again Kasyapa the Great said: "You showed the women the mark of cryptorchidy ( kosagatavastiguhya ) of 
the Buddha after he entered into parinirvana. Is that not shameful? In that you have committed a duskrta 
fault." Ananda said: "At that time I thought: if the women see the Buddha's mark of cryptorchidy, they will 
feel ashamed of their own female body and want to obtain a male body so as to plant the roots of merit 
with the view of realizing Buddhahood. This is why I showed the women [his organs]. It is not out of 
impudence that I have broken the precepts ( sila )." 

Kasyapa the Great said: "You have committed six kinds of duskrta faults. You must confess (pratidesana) 
these faults completely in the samgha." Ananda said that he agreed and that he would follow the 
instructions of the dyusmat Mahakasyapa and the samgha. Then Ananda fell to his knees, joined his palms 
together, uncovered his right shoulder (ekdmsam uttardsangam kuritvd), took off his leather sandals and 
confessed his six kinds of duskrta faults. Kasyapa the Great took Ananda by the hand out of the samgha 
and said to him: "Completely destroy your impurities ( dsrava ) and then you can re-enter. Do not return 
until your last bonds ( bandhana ) are broken." Having spoken thus, he himself shut the door.“09 

Then the arhats deliberated in these terms: "Who can recite the Vinaya- and the Dharmapitaka? The 
ayusmat A ni lou teou (Aniruddha) said: "Under Cho li fou (Sariputra), the second Buddha, there was an 
excellent disciple called Kiao fan po t'i (Gavampati) [in the Tsin language, ' Ox breath’^ 10. Gentle and 


1) The legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 50), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya (p. 233) and the Mpps blame Ananda with having 
shown the private parts of the Buddha to women. [For this cryptorchidy, see below, k. 4, p. 90b]. Ananda excuses himself 
by saying that he wanted them to desire a male existence. 

2) The Mahlsasaka Vinaya (p. 135), the Dhannagupta Vinaya (p. 186) and the Pali Vinaya (p. 137) blame Ananda for 
having allowed the women to be the first to venerate the body of the Buddha, which they soiled with their tears. To justify 
himself, Ananda offered the late hour as an excuse. 

3) In the Kia ye kie king ( Concile , p. 15) and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 154). these two versions of 
the same reproach are combined. He is blamed for having shown the private parts of the Buddha and for having allowed 
the women to be the first to venerate his body. 

209 p rZ yi us kj sees j n this judgment on Ananda "an ancient procedure destined to purify the community by expelling a 
scapegoat" ( Concile , p. 268). 

“I® The episode of Gavampati is also narrated by the Kia ye kie king ( Concile , p. 6-11), the legend of Asoka (p. 29-32), 
the Tchouan tsi san tsang (p. 96-97), the Fen pie kong to louen (p. 115-116) and the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, 
Life, p. 149-150). At the request of Kasyapa, Aniruddha contemplates the world to see if all the arhats have come to the 
assembly. He discovers Gavampati in the palace of the Sirisas. A young bhiksu called Puma or Suprabuddha is entrusted 
with inviting him. Learning of the Buddha's death, Gavampati at once entered into nirvana. He cremated himself and four 
springs, gushing forth from space, watered his ashes and uttered a gatha. 
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kind, he dwells constantly in closed retreat. He abides in the calmness of the mind ( cittasamatha ). He 
knows the Vinaya- and Dharmapitaka. Now he abides in the heavens of the Che li cha chon yuan 
(Sirisavana)9 11 Let a messenger be sent to ask him to come." 

Kasyapa the Great said to a recently ordained bhiksu-' "Are you under the orders of the samgha?" The 
recently ordained bhiksu answered: "What does the samgha command?" Kasyapa the Great said: "The 
samgha requests you to go to the heavens of the Sirlsavana, to the dwelling of the arhat Gavampati." 
Carried away with joy, the bhiksu received the orders of the samgha. He said to Kasyapa the Great: "When 
I have reached the arhat Gavampati, what shall I say to him?" Kasyapa the Great said: "When you arrive 
there, you will say to Gavampati: Kasyapa the Great and the other arhats who have destroyed the 
impurities (, ksmdsrava ) have all assembled in Yen feou t'i (Jambudvlpa). There is great business for the 
samgha related to the doctrine. Come quickly." 

[68c] The recently ordained bhiksu prostrated himself before the samgha ( samgham sirasabhivandya ), and 
circumambulated it three times to the right ( trihpradaksinikrtya ). Like the bird with golden wings 
( garuda ), he took his leave into space. He came to Gavampati, prostrated and said to him: "O venerable 
one, gentle and kind, you have few desires ( alpeccha), you know how to be content with little 
(i alpamatrena samtustah ), you are ever in contemplation ( satatsamdhita ). Kasyapa the Great addresses 
himself to you in these words: 'Now there is great business for the samgha related to the doctrine. Hasten to 
come down to see the assembly [like] gathered jewels.' "Then Gavampati had some doubts; he said to this 
bhiksu: "Does not the samgha have some quarrelsome subject ( vivddavastu ), that it calls upon me? Are 
there not some schisms in the samgha ( samghabheda )? Has the Buddha, this sun, been extinguished?" The 
bhiksu said: "It is truly as you have said. The great master ( mahacarya ), the Buddha, has gone into 
nirvana." Gavampati said: "How quickly has the Buddha entered into nirvana! The eye of the world 
( lokacaksus ) is extinguished! My upddhydya Cho li fou (Sariputra), the chief [of the doctrine], who could 
turn the wheel of the Dharma like the Buddha, where is he now?" He replied: "He has already entered into 
nirvana." Gavampati said: "The great teachers are far away. What resources are left for us? Mo ho mou k'ie 
lien (Mahamaudgalyayana), where is he now?" The bhiksu said: "He also has entered into nirvana." 
Gavampati said: "The Buddhadharma is going to dissolve. The great men are gone. Beings will mourn." He 
asked: What is the dyusmat Ananda doing now?" The bhiksu answered: "Since the Buddha's nirvana, the 
dyusmat Ananda weeps with sorrow and despair." Gavampati said: "Ananda's remorse comes from the fact 
that he is still in the bondage of passion ( anunayabandhana ) and [for him] the separation gives rise to 
suffering. What has become of Lo heou lo (Rahula)?" He replied: "Having obtained arhathood, Rahula has 
neither grief nor sorrow. He contemplates only the nature of impermanence (anityalaksana) of the 
dharmas," Gavampati said: "It is difficult to break the afflictions and having broken them, to be without 
sadness." Gavampati said: "I have lost the great Teacher free of desires ( vftardga ). What is the use of 


For this individual, see Vinaya, I, p. 19; DIgha, II, p. 356; Theragatha, v. 38; Sumangala, III, p. 8 14. Przyluski ( Concile , 
p. 255) identifies him as a god of dryness and of wind. 

211 This is the sensakavimana of the Pali sources, a palace in the world of the Caturmaharajikas. Cf. DIgha, II, p. 356. 
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Puma or Suprabuddha according to other sources. 
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remaining in Sinsavana? My upadhyaya and the great teachers all have entered nirvana. I can no longer go 
down to Jambudvipa. May I remain here in order to enter into parinirvana," 

[69a] Having spoken these words, he entered samadhi and leapt into space. His body emitted light rays 
(rasmi) and water and tire.-' With his hands he touched the sun and moon and manifested all kinds of 
miracles ( pratiharya ). From his mind there emanated flames that consumed his body. From within his body 
came water which flowed in four streams as far as Kasyapa the Great. From the water there came a voice 
that pronounced this stanza: 

Gavampati salutes by bowing his head 

To the samgha of venerable ones, the excellent supreme samgha. 

Having learned of the Buddha's nirvana, [he said]: "I am leaving in my turn." 

Thus, when the great elephant departs, the little one follows him 

Then the recently ordained bhiksu, carrying the robe and bowl, returned to the samgha. 

At that moment, Ananda reflected [on the nature] of dharmas and sought to exhaust his last impurities 
(i dsrava ). During the night, he sat in dhydna, walked to and fro, and sought the Path ( mdrga ) anxiously and 
zealously. Ananda's wisdom ( prajna ) was great, but his power of samadhi was weak. That is why he did 
not obtain the Path immediately. If his power of concentration had been equal to his wisdom, he would 
have quickly obtained [the Path]. Finally, when the night was almost over and he was very tired, he lay 
down. Now, on lying down to reach his pillow ( bimbohana ), just as his head touched it, suddenly he 
attained enlightenment.-^ As a bolt of lightning drives away the shadows, he saw the Path. Then Ananda 
entered the diamond-like ( vajra ) samadhi and crushed the mountain of all the afflictions ( klesa ). He 
obtained the three knowledges (vidya ), the six superknowledges ( abhijhd ), complete liberation ( vimoksa) 
and became an arhat of great power. 

Then, during the night, he went to the door of the hall where the samgha was gathered, knocked at the door 
and called. Kasyapa the Great asked: "Who is knocking at the door?" He answered: "It is I, Ananda!" 
Kasyapa the Great said: "Why have you come?" Ananda replied: "Tonight 1 have destroyed the impurities 
(,dsravaksaya )." Kasyapa the Great said: "The door is not open to you. Enter through the key-hole." 
Ananda answered: "So be it!" Then, thanks to his miraculous power (. rddhibala ), he entered by way of the 
keyhole.215 He prostrated at the feet of the monks and confessed [his faults], saying: "O Great Kasyapa! 
Do not recriminate!" Kasyapa the great touched his hand to Ananda's head and said: "I did it intentionally 
for your own good so that you would find the Path. Do not hold a grudge against me. In this manner, I 


213 These are twin miracles (yamakapratiharya ) which the Buddha accomplished on many occasions (Nidanakatha, p. 
77, 88, 193; Mahavastu, III, p. 115; Divyavadana, p. 161, 378) and which the saints often produced at the time of entering 
nirvana (see below, k. 3, p. 79a, Mahakasyapa's nirvana) 

214 Qf vinaya, II, p. 286: apattah ca sfsam bimbohanam bhumito ca padd mutta. This strange detail is noted by almost 
all the sources: Legend of Asoka ( Concile , p. 36); Mahlsasaka Vinaya (p. 140), Dharmagupta Vinaya (p. 175), 
Mahasamghika Vinaya (p. 208) and Mulasarvasyivadin Vinaya (Rockhill, Life, p. 156). 

213 In the Mahasamghika Vinaya ( Concile , p. 209), Ananda found the door shut, but did not enter through the keyhole. 


96 



have brought you to realize yourself. Thus, when one, with one's hand, paints space, space is not filled. In 
the same way, the mind of an arhat who is at the center of all dharmas is not affected. Take you former 
place." 

At this time, the samgha deliberated in these terms: "Gavampati has entered nirvana. Is there anybody else 
who is able to compile the basket of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka) ? The dyusmat Aniruddha said: "There is 
the dyusnmat Ananda. Among the Buddha's disciples, he has always served the Buddha and lived close to 
him. He has heard the texts, has been able to remember them, and the Buddha has constantly praised him 
and approved of him. This Ananda could compile the texts." Then the dyusmat Mahakasyapa touched 
Ananda's head and said to him: "The Buddha entrusted you to keep ( dhdrayati ) the basket of the Dharma. 
You should be grateful for the blessings of the Buddha. In what place did the Buddha first explain the 
Dharma? The great disciples of the Buddha who were able to [69b] to keep the basket of the Dharma have 
all entered nirvana. There is only you. Now, in accord with the Buddha's mind and out of compassion for 
beings, you must compile the basket of the Buddhadharma." Then, prostrating before the samgha, Ananda 
sat down on the lion-seat (simhdsana). Then Kasyapa the Great recited these stanzas: 

The Buddha is the holy king of the lions. 

Ananda is the son of the Buddha. 

Seated on the lion's seat 

He contemplates the assembly lacking the Buddha. 

Just as the assembly of the venerable ones 
Lacking the Buddha, has lost its power ( prabhdva ), 

So in the moonless night 

The constellations are without charm. 

O great sage, speak! 

Son of the Buddha, you must explain 

In what place the Buddha spoke for the first time. 

You must reveal it now. 


Then the ayusmat Ananda, with one-pointed mind ( ekacitta ), joined his palms, turned towards the place of 
the Buddha's nirvana and spoke thus: 

When the Buddha preached the Dharma for the first time, 

I did not see it. 

Thus have 1 heard by tradition ( paramparayd ): 

The Buddha was living at Varanasi. 
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For the five bhiksus, the Buddha 

Opened the gate of the immortal for the first time. 

Fie preached the sermon of the four truths: 

The truths of suffering, its origin its cessation and the path. 

Ajnata, Kaundinya, 

Were the first to attain the vision of the Path. 

A multitude of eighty thousand devas 

All penetrated into the course of the Path likewise. 

Flaving heard these words, the thousand arhats rose up into space to the height of seven to lo (tala) trees. 
They all said: "Alas! The power of impermanence ( anityatdbala ) is great! In the same way as we saw with 
our own eyes the Buddha preaching the Dharma, here now he is speaking and we are listening!" Then they 
uttered these stanzas: 

We have seen the marks of the Buddha's body, 

Like a mountain of fine gold. 

These marvelous marks have lost their virtue, 

There remains just a name. 

That is why it is necessary, by every possible means, 

To endeavor to leave the three worlds 
By accumulating zealously the roots of good. 

Nirvana is the supreme happiness. 

Then the dyusmat Animddha uttered this stanza: 

Alas! The universe is impermanent 

Like the moon (reflected in the water) and like the banana tree. 

The one whose merits fill the three worlds 
Has been destroyed by the wind of impermanence 

Then Kasyapa the Great also uttered these stanzas: 

The power of impermanence is very great. 
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Stupid people and wise people, poor and rich, 
[69c] Whether they have or have not found the path. 


No-one can escape it. 

Neither skillful words nor marvelous jewels 

Nor lies nor strenuous protestations [allow one to escape from it]. 

Like a fire that consumes everything 
Such is the law of impermanence. 

Kasyapa the Great said to Ananda:^^ "From the Tchouan fa louen king (Dharmacakrapravartanasutra) up 
to the Ta pan nie p'an (Mahaparinirvanasutra), the collection forms the four A han (Agama): 1. Tseng yi a 
han (Ekottaragama), 2. Tchong a han (Madhyamagama), 3. Tch'ang a han (Dlfghagama), 4. Siangying a 
han (Samyuktagama). This is what is called the Basket of the Dharma of the Sutras ( sutrapitaka)?■ * 7 


“I® The end of this chapter tells about the compilation of the Buddhist scriptures. The fonnation of the canon or canons 
has already been the object of many studies, the list of which is in Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 1, n. 1, and in Lav., 
Dogme et philosophic, p. 198. It is important to take the Pali canon down from its pedestal where Rhys Davids and 
Oldenberg have placed it. On this subject, see S. Levi, Observations sur une langue precanonique du Bouddhisme, JA, 
Nov.-Dec. 1912, p. 511; Przyluski, Concile, p. 333-365; F. Weller, Die Ueberlieferung des allteren buddhistischen 
Schrifttums , AM, V, 1928-39, p. 149-182; A.B. Keith, The Home of Pali, BS, XXXI, p. 747. 

On the literary activity displayed in the course of the Council, the sources are not in absolute agreement; the differences 
they manifest allow them to be classified perhaps chronologically: 

a. The scriptures are divided into two sections: Dharma and Vinaya. - Upali recites the Vinaya and Ananda the sutras 
(Pali Vinaya and Mahlsaka Vinaya, in Przyluski, Concile, p. 143-147. - The Fathers receive the Agamas from Ananda 
and write the rules and precepts (ibid p. 211-216). 

b. To the first two pitakas is added a Matrka or catechesis. - Ananda recites the Sutrapitaka, Upali the Vinayapitaka, 
Kasyapa the Matrka (Legend of Asoka, ibid p. 39-45). 

c. The scripture is divided into three pitakas, but their order or their reciters is uncertain.. - Upali recites the Vinaya, 
Ananda the sutras and the Abhidharma (Sarvastivadin Vinaya, p. 227-231; Dhannagupta Vinaya, p. 187-195; Mpps). 

217 According to some authors (S. Levi, Les seize Arhat, JA, 1916, p. 31-32; J. Przyluski, Concile, p. 352 sq), the order 
in which the Agamas are cited was of importance. Here are some lists where the Agamas are indicated by their initials (D 
= Digha; M = Madhyama; S = Samyukta; E = Ekottara; K = Ksudraka): 

M-D-E-S, in Mahaparinirvanasutra, T 6, k. 2, p. 191a. 

S-D-M-E, in Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya,T 1451, k. 39, p. 407b-c. 

E-M-D-S, in Mpps and Tchouan tsi san tsang, T 2026, p. 3b. [It should be noted that the Mpps, which counts only four 
Agamas, is however aware of the Ksudraka to which it will refer below, k. 5, p. 99b]. 

S-M-D-E, in Asanga's Yogacaryabhumi,T 1579, k. 85, p. 772c. 

D-M-S-E-K, in Pali canon (cf, Atthasalini,p. 25-26; tr. Tin, Expositor, I, p. 31-32; Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T1421, k. 30, p. 
191a; Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 32, p. 491c. 

D-M-E-S-K, in Dharmagupta Vinaya, T 1428, k. 54, p. 968b; the P'i ni mou loum of the Haimavata school, T 1463, k. 4, 
p. 818a; the relation of Nandamitra, in S. Levi, Les seize arhat, p. 20. 
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The great arhats asked further: "Who can clearly bring together the basket of the Vinaya ( vinayapitaka )?" 
They all said: "The dyusmat Yeou p'o li (Upali). Of the five hundred arhats, he is foremost of those who 
maintain the discipline ( vinayadhara ). Let us invite him now." Then they invited him with these words: 
"Get up and sit on the lion-seat ( simhdsana ) and tell us in what place the Buddha first enunciated the 
Vinaya and collected the precepts (if/a)." Upali received the orders of the samgha. Seated on the lion-seat, 
he said: "Thus have I heard: once the Buddha was at P'i cho li (Vaisall). At that time, Siu t'i na (Sudinna) 
son of the householder Kia lan t'o (Kalanda) conceived a lustful desire for the first time. "“18 

(1-3) The Explanations relative to the 250 Precepts (pancasaddvisatasflasamprayuktakdrtha) in three 
sections (varga), (4) the Seven Precepts ( saptadhanna ), (5) the Eight Precepts ( astadarma ), (6) the Pi 
k'ieon nipi ni (bhiksumvinaya), (7) the Tsengyi (Ekottara ), (8) the Yeou p'o li wen (Updliparupricchd), (9) 
the Tsa pou (Ksudrakavarga ), these 80 sections (varga) form the Basket of the Discipline 
(vinayapitaka)?' 1 ^ 

Again the arhats had this thought: "Who can clearly bring together the basket of the A p'i t'an 
(Abhidharmapitaka )?" They thought: "Among the five hundred arhats, the dyusmat Ananda is the foremost 
of those who explain the sutras. Let us invite him." Then they invited him with these words: "Get up and 


E-M-D-S-K, in Fen pie kong to king (Przyluski, Concile, p. 119). 

See Sudinna's wrong-doing in Vinaya, III, p. 10-21 (tr. Homer, I, p. 21-38); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, p. 2b; Sseu fen 
liu, T 1428, k. 1, p. 569c; Che song liu, T 1433, k. 1, p. la. 

“19 We have already commented several times that the Mpps, when it cites 'the Vinaya in a vague way’, almost always 
refers to the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, the Chinese translation of which, entitled Che song liu, was started in 404 by 
Punyatara, continued by Kumarajlva (translator of the Mpps) and completed by Vimalaksa (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 177). The 
Mpps and the Che song liu both having been translated by Kumarajlva, it is not surprising that the Mpps, in analyzing the 
Vinayapitaka here, purely and simply reproduces the table of contents of the Che song liu. Nevertheless, instead of 
calling the chapters of this Vinaya song (parivarta), he calls them pou (varga). To verify the exactness of the information 
given here by the Mpps, it is sufficient to compare them with the main divisions of the Che song liu (T 1435, vol. 23): 
Song l-3:Untitled but dedicated to the explanation of the 250 precepts p. 1 

Song 4: Ts'ifa (saptadharma) p. 148 
Song 5: Pa fa (astadharma) p. 206 

Song 6: Tsa song (kshudrakaparivarta) p. 257 

Song 7: Ni liu (bhikshumvinaya) p. 302 
Song 8: Tseng po li wen fa (Updliparipriccha) p. 346 
Song 10: Chan song (kusalaparivarta) p. 379 

The pou of the Mpps corrspond to these ten son. which ends by saying: "These 80 pou fonn the Basket of the Vinaya." 
The number 80 is obviously an error and should be replaced by 10. 

But this error is easily explained, for we know that if, in another passage of the Mpps (k. 100, p. 756c), the Vinaya of the 

land of Kasmir (ki pin), which rejected the Jatakas and the Avadanas, consists of only 10 chapters (pou = varga), there is 

a Vibhasa in 80 chapters, which comments on it; on the other hand, the Vinaya of the land of Mathura, with its Avadana 
and its Jatakas, consists of 80 chapters. Cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 214-215; Fables in the Vinaya-Pitaka of the Sarvastivadin 
School, II IQ, vol. V, p. 1-5. 

In other sources, the Vinayapitaka is analyzed in quite a different way. See references in Przyluski, Concile, p. 409. 
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go to sit on the lion-seat ( simhasana ). In what place did the Buddha first preach the Abhidharma?" Ananda 
received the orders of the samgha. Seated on the lion-seat, he said: "Thus have I heard: once the Buddha 
was dwelling in the city of Cho p'o li (SravastT). At that time, the Buddha said to the bhiksus: 'Those in 
whom the five fears ( bhaya ), the five sins ( apatti) and the five hatreds ( vaira ) have not been suppressed 
and extinguished experience innumerable evils in this life in their bodies and their minds for this reason 
and, in subsequent lives, they fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ). Those who do not have the five fears, the 
five sins and the five hatreds, for this reason are, in this life, happy in every way in body and mind and, in 
subsequent existences, they are reborn in the heavens ( svarga ) or in a pleasant abode ( sukhavihdra ). What 
are the five fears that must be discarded? 1. Murder ( pranatipata ), 2. theft ( adattdddna ), 3. illicit sexual 
relationships ( kdmamithyacdra ), 4. falsehood ( mrsdvdda ), 5. alcoholic drinks ( madhyapdna).0 All of 
this is called the Basket of the Abhidharma ( abhidhannapitaka ). 

[70a] When the three baskets of the doctrine were brought together, the devas, asuras, nagas and devis 
made offerings of all kinds. They rained down celestial flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ), banners 
{pataka), parasols ( chattra ) and heavenly garments (vastra), to pay homage to the doctrine. Then they 
recited this stanza: 

Out of compassion for the universe 

The three baskets of the Dharma hve been collected. 

The omniscient one who has the ten strengths {dasabala), 

The wisdom of his words is the lamp that destroys ignorance. 

Question. - What is the origin of the Pa kien tou a p'i t'an (Astagranthabhidharma}, the Lieou fen a p'i t'an 
(Satpadabhidharma), and the others?^ 1 

Answer. - 1. When the Buddha was in this world, the doctrine did not meet any opposition. After the 
Buddha had departed, when the doctrine was recited for the first time, it was still as it was in the time when 
the Buddha was alive. - A hundred years later, king A chon kia (Asoka) brought together a great assembly 
of five hundred ( pahcavarsaparisad ) and the great masters of the dharma debated.“2 As a result of their 


220 ■phis recitation of the Abhidhannapitaka by Ananda is taken almost textually from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che 
song liu,T 1435, k. 60, p.449a (tr. in Przyluski, Concile, p. 231). According to this source, the Buddha preached the 
Abhidharma for the first time in SravastT. Actually, according to Aiiguttara, III, p. 204-205, it was at SravastT, at Jetavana 
in the garden of Anathapindika, that the Buddha explained the five fears in question here: Pahca, gahcipciti, bhayani 
verani.... vuccati sugatin ca upapajjati. 

With the exception of errors, the same sutra has no correspondent in the Chinese agamas. The Pali Anguttara was able to 
incorporate into the Nikayas a sennon held by other schools to be part of the Basket of the Abhidharma 

991 . 

Przyluski, Concile, p. 72, translates: ’the Abhidharma in eight hien tou (khanda ) and the Abhidhanna in six sections'. 
Later we will see the justification for the Sanskrit titles proposed here. 

--- An allusion to the second Buddhist Council and to the first doctrinal schism that ended in the formation of two 
separate schools, that of the Sthavirya and that of the Mahasamghika. The Mpps is strictly dependent upon the Kashmir 
tradition represented by: 

1) the Mahavibhasa, T 1545, k. 99, p.510c-512a. 
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2) Vasumitra's Samayabhedaparacanacakra, T 2031, p. 15a-b (tr. J. Masuda, in Asia Major, II, 1925, p. 14-15): T 2032, 
p. 17b-c; T 2033, p. 20a-b. 

3) Paramartha's commentary on the preceding treatise, a commentary extracts of which are incorporated into the San 
louen hiuan yi by Ki tsang (T 1852, p. 8b-c} and the Sanrongengi kenyushu by Chukan (T 2300, p. 455b-456b) and 
translated by P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes bouddhiques, MCB, I, 1931-32, p.30-40. 

4) the Si yi ki by Hiuan tsang (T 2087, k. 3, p.886b; tr. Beal, I, p. 150-151; tr. Watters, Travels, I, p. 267-269, which is 
inspired directly by the Mahavibhasa. 

P. Demieville has summarized this tradition: "It was only in the time of the second Council, held at Pataliputra in the 
116th year after the nirvana, in the reign of king Asoka, that the controversies provoked by the heresiarch Mahadeva 
caused a real doctrinal schism that resulted in the fonnation of two separate schools, the school of the Elders (Sthavirya) 
and the school of the Great Assembly (Mahasamghika). Mahadeva's heresy was twofold: on the one hand, he claimed to 
incorporate into the three baskets the sutras of the Greater Vehicle, and on the other hand, he professed five theses tending 
to concede to the saints, arhats or srotaapanna, various imperfections such as the faculty of being physically tainted, 
doubt, a certain ignorance, etc.... According to the Mahavibhasa, the argument was decided by Asoka in favor of 
Mahadeva. Paramartha seems to wish to spare the memory of the pious monarch; according to him, it was the queen, 
circumvented by her lover Mahadeva, who had the adversaries of the heresiarch thrown into the Ganges. But the latter, 
using their magical powers, fled to Kashmir, where the king soon had them sought out. According to the Vibhasa, they 
refused to leave Kashmir (where, later on, according to a tradition which is, however, debatable, the Vibhasa itself was 
composed). According to Paramartha, they accepted Asoka's invitation and returned to Pataliputra where, Mahadeva 
having died, the two schools came together for a new Council in order to purify the five famous theses. And it was then, 
Paramartha tells us, that the real schism was produced and the two schools separated. 

Bhavya's Sde pa tha dad par hbyed pa san rban par bsad pa (Bstan-hgyur, Mdo hgrel, XC, 12) tr. in Walleser, Sekten des 
alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927, p.78-93), tells of a twofold tradition: One Council regarding Mahadeva's five points 
was held at Pataliputra in the 137th year after the nirvana, under kings Nanda and Mahapadma, and ended in the splitting 
of the Sthaviras and the Mahasamghikas (Walleser, p.81-82). - In the 160th year after the nirvauna, under the reign of 
Dharmasoka in Pataliputra, some arguments [on the five points of Mahadeva] provoked a schism in the community which 
divided the Mahasamghikas and the Sthaviras (ibid, p. 78). 

The sources noted so far constitute a relatively homogeneous group that I [Lamotte] would like to call the Kashmir 
tradition. Deliberately or not, it seems to ignore another group of traditions related to the second Buddhist Council which 
was held at VaisalT in order to condemn ten innovations (dasa vatthuni) introduced into the disciplinary rule by the monks 
of VaisalT. The references gathered by W. Geiger in his introduction to the Mahavamsa, p. LIV-LVI and by L. de La 
Vallee Poussin in ERE, IV, p. 179-185, art. Councils, are not sufficient to get an idea of the question. Here is a summary 
of the sources: 

a. The Council of VaisalT took place in the 100th year after the nirvana, according to the Pali Vinaya, II, p. 294-307 (tr. 
Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, p. 386-414; Museon, 1905, p. 258-312); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 30, p. 192a-194b; Mo ho seng k'i 
liu, T 1425, k. 33, p. 493a-z (does not give the date); Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 54, p. 968c-971c; Samanatpasika (in Vinaya 
III, p. 294 sq, and the Chan kien liu p'i p'o cha, T 1462, k. 1, p. 677c); P'i ni mou king,T 1463, k. 4, p. 819b; Fa hien 
tchouan, T2085 (tr. Legge, p. 75). 

b. The Council of VaisalT took place in the 110th year after the nirvana according to the Che song liu, T 1435, k. 60-61, p. 
450a-456b; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 40, p. 411c-414b, with the Tibetan correspondent in Dulwa, XI, p. 323- 
330, of which there is a translation in Bu ston (Obermiller), II, p. 91-96; Taranatha, p. 41-42 (who proposes different 
dates); Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 909b (tr. Beal, II, p. 74-75; tr. Watters, Travels, II, p. 73-77). 
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differences, two distinct sects ( nikaya ) subsequently developed^^, [each] having a name. - Finally a 
Brahmin monk named Kia tcham yen (Katyayana), wise and of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ), completely 
recited the three Baskets ( tripitaka ), the inner and outer texts (adhyatmikabahyasutra). Wishing to explain 
the words of the Buddha, he compiled the Fa tche king pa kien ton (Jnanaprasthanastagrantha).^24 The 


c. According to the Singhalese chronicles, the second Council was held at Vaisall in the 199th year after the nirvana 
under the reign of Kalasoka (DIpavamsa, IV, v. 44, 47; Mahavamsa, IV, v. 8) and according to the DIpavamsa (V, v. 30- 
39), the Vrjiputrakas who had been excommunicated at the Council, in their turn held a great assembly ( mahasamgiti ) 
whence came the Mahasamghika sect. - The Singhalese sources are also the only ones to note the existence of a third 
Council which was held at Pataliputra under the chairmanship of Tissa Moggaliputta in the 236th year of the nirvana 
(DIpavamsa,VII, v, 34-59), which was the seventeenth year of Asoka's reign (Mahavamsa, V, v. 280). Tissa had 
missionaries adopted by the Elders of Kathavatthu (DIpavamsa, VII, v. 41, 56-58; Mahavamsa, V, v. 278) and sent them 
everywhere. 

If the Kasmirian tradition is compared with the traditions relating to the Council of Vaisall, it is seen that it has nothing in 
common with the sources enumerated under a. and b., but that it does have points in common with the Singhalese 
chronicles: 

(1) The Singhalese chronicles give to Tissa Moggaliputta under Asoka the same role that the Sanskrit Sarvastivadin 
sources have Upagupta play under the great monarch (cf. Lav., Histoire, II, p. 137; Przyluski, Asoka, s.v. Upagupta). 

(2) The Tissa Moggaliputta of the Singhalese chronicles tried to make Asoka believe that the Buddha was vibhajyavadin 
(Mahavamsa, V, v. 271; Comm, of the Kathavatthu in Aung, Points of Controversy, p. 7). The Vibhajyavada, 
characteristic of the school of the Pali language, is a philosophical position which, by subtle distinction, accepts the 
existence of a certain past, not of all the past; it is opposed to the Sarvastivada, characteristic of the school of the Sanskrit 
language, which accepts the existence of the three times, including the past. When the Sarvastivadins in their Abhidhanna 
discuss the existence of the three times, they have as adversary a certain vibhajyavadin called Maudgalyayana (cf. Lav., 
La controverse du Temps et du Pudgala dans le Vijhdnakaya, EA, I, p. 343). This Maudgalyayana of the Sanskrit sources 
may be the Moggaliputta of the Pali sources (cf. Lav., II, p. 138). 

(3) The Singhalse chronicles list two councils under two different kings Asoka: 

i) the Council of Vaisall followed, in the DIpavamsa, by the Mahasamgiti of the Vajjiputtakas under king Kalasoka (in the 
100th year of the nirvana); ii ) the Council of Pataliputra under king Asoka (in the 236th year of the nirvana). - A part at 
least of the Kasmirian tradition, that represented by Paramartha's commentary on Vasumitra's treatise, also mentions two 
councils which took place under the same Asoka, after the 100th year of the nirvana: the council that took place before 
the departure of the 500 arhats for Kasmir, and the one that took place after their return to Pataliputra (cf. P. Demieville, 
P-21). 

(4) The five points of Mahadeva expounded in the Kasmir tradition are discussed in the Kathavatthu, II, 1-6 (ed. Taylor, I, 
p. 163-204). Cf. L. de La Vallee Poussin, The Five Points of Mahadeva and the Kathavatthu, JRAS, 1910, p. 313-423). 
223 F or the development of the sects, W. Geiger, Mahavamsa, App. B, p. 276-287; R. Kimura, Intro, to the Hist, of Early 
Indian Buddhist Schools, Calcutta, 1925; M. Walleser, Die Sekten des alten Buddhismus, Heidelberg, 1927; J. Masuda, 
Origin and Dictrines of Early Indian Buddhist Schools, Asia Major, II, 1925, p. 1-78; P. Demieville, L'origine des sectes 
bouddhiques d'apres Paramdrtha, MCB, I, 1931-21, p. 15-64. 

The traditions relating to Katyayana are confused: 

a. Mahakatyayana was one of the great disciples of the Buddha, the foremost of those who explain at length the brief 
aphorisms of the Buddha (Aiiguttara, I, p.23: aggo sahkhittena bhasitassavitthdrena attham vibhajantdnam). He was 
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originally from UjjayinI and was the disciple of Avanti (Theragatha, v. 496-501; Comm, in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 238-239; 
Manoratha, I, p. 204-209). 

According to concordant information, he may have been the author of the Petakopadesa: the Gandhavamsa, p. 59, 
attributes this work to him. - The Mpps, k. 2, p. 70a20-23 says: "Mahakatyayana, during the lifetime of the Buddha, 
explained the words of the Buddha and made a Pi le (Petaka), 'box-collection' in the Ts'in language, which, until today, is 
used in southern India." - Paramartha (in P. Demieville, Origine des sectes, p. 49-50) says: "In the time when the Buddha 
was in the world, Mahakatyayana expounded a sastra to explain the Agama sutras of the Buddha." (This again concerns 
the Petakopadesa and the Abhidharmajnanaprasthana). 

[The Petakopadesa is a well-known work: cf. R. Fuchs, Specimen des Petakopadesa, Berlin, 1908. According to E. 
Hardy, Nettipakarana, p. VIII sq., it dates from the beginning of our era. It is a semi-canonical work: the Singhalese 
tradition rejects it among the extra-canonical books; by contrast, the Mpps includes it among the Abhidharmas, and the 
Burmese Buddhists include it, along with the Pettipakarana, the Suttasamgaha and the Milindapanha, in the canonical 
collection of the Khuddakanikaya (cf. M. Bode, Pali Literature of Burma, London, 1909, p. 4 sq.). The Petakopadesa is 
one of the main sources of Buddhagosa's Visuddhimagga and Upatissa's Vimuktimarga (cf. P.V. Bapat, Vimuttimagga 
and Visuddhimagga, Poona, 1937, p. XXV). - According to the evidence of Hclmer Smith (in Przyluski, Concile, p. 73, n. 
6), it is still in use in Ceylon. 

b. Katyayayana, author of the Jnanaprasthana. - Here also (p. 70al0-12) the Mpps tells us that after the Council of Asoka 
(therefore, according to its accounting, in the 200th year after the Nirvana. Katyayana composed the Jnanaprasthana. 
This date was confirmed by Paramartha (in Demievills, p. 50) who informs us "that in the 200 years, Katyayana left Lake 
Anavatapta, came to the country of Magadha into the Mahasamghika school, where he established distinctions related to 
the holy teaching of the Tripitaka...; those who accepted his teachings fonned a separate school called 'the school that 
enunciates distinctions'; these were the disciples of Mahakatyana." Actually, Katyayana was not a Mahasamghika, but a 
pure Sarvastivadin. Paramarthala later corrects himself (p. 53-55) in associating Katyayana with the beginnings of the 
Sarvastivadin school which was formed at the beginning of the 3rd century after the nirvana. It was as a Sarvastivadin 
that he composed the Jnanaprasthana, but the sources do not agree either on the place of origin or on the date of this work. 
We have just seen that the Mpps locates it after the Council of Asoka, therefore in the 200 years after the nirvana. - 
According to the Vibhasa ( T 1545, k. 5. p. 21c), "when the Bhadanta [Katyayana] composed the Jnanaprasthana, he was 
living in the East; this is why he cites [T 1544, k. 1, p. 918c] the five rivers known in the East." - According to Hiuan 
tsang, Si yu ki (T 2087, k. 4, p. 889c), "three hundred years after the nirvana, the sastra master Katyayana composed the 
Jnanaprasthana in Tamasavana", near CInabhukti on the right bank of the Bias (cf. Watters, I, p. 294-295). - According to 
Paramartha in his Life of Vasubandhu (T 2049, p. 189a) it is "in the five hundred years after the nirvana of the Buddha 
that Katyayana of the Sarvastivadin school went to Kashmir where he gathered 500 arhats and 500 bodhisattvas to 
compile the Abhidharma of his school; the result of this compilation was the Astagrantha, also called Jnanaprasthana." 

The Mpps designates this work as Fa tche king pa kien you. In a pinch, one could take this to mean, as does Przyluski, 
"Jnanaprasthana in eight kien (93 and 9) tou ( khanda )", but Paramartha, in his Life of Vasubandhu (T 2049, p. 189a) 
explains that k'ien (5 and 10) tou is equivalent to k'ie lan t'a (9 and 5; 140 and 17; 9 and3), i.e., grantha; this is why I 
[Lamotte] have restored the title as Jnanaprasthanashtagrantha. It is actually known that the Astagranthabhidharma, or 
the Abhidharma in Eight Volumes, is a synonym of the Jnanaprasthana (cf. J. Takakusu, Abhidharma Literature of the 
Sarvastivadins, JPTS, 1905, p. 82, n. 2; Lav. Introduction to the Kosa, p. XXX). 

The Jnanaprasthana is cited several times in the Kosavyakhya of Yasomitra (p. 8 9-12. 52, 116. 157, 694); it follows from 
these citations that the work was in Sanskrit and was subdivided into skandhakas. - We have two Chinese versions: 1. A 
p'i t'an kien tou louen (Abhidharmastagrantha), T 1543, translated at Lo yang in 383 by Samghadeva and Tchou fo nien; 
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first chapter ( skandhaka ) deals with the supreme worldly dharmas ( laukikagradharma ).“5 Subsequently, 
his disciples made from it a Pi p'o so (Vibhasa) for people of ages to come who could not completely 
understand the Astagrantha (or Jnanaprasthana). “6 

2. Some say: In the Lieon fen a p'i t'an (Satpadabhidharma)^-^ the third part in eight chapters (p'in = 
parivarta ) is called Fen pie che tch’ou (Lokadhatuprabheda?); this is the third part of the Leou t'an king in 
six parts; it is the work of Maudgalyayana.228 In the [Abhidharma] in six parts, the first part contains eight 


2. A p'i ta mo fa tche louen (Abhidharmajnanaprasthanasastra), T 1544, translated at Lo yang between 657 and 680 by 
Hiuan tsang (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 161; II, p. 489). 

225 On the theory of the laukiagradharmas in the Jnanaprasthana, cf. Lav., Pardyana cite dans Jhananprasthdna, MI, II, 
p. 323-327; Introd. to Kosa, p. XXX. 

--^According to some sources, the Vibhasa was compiled in the course of a council held under Kaniska in the monastery 
of Kuvana near Jalandhara or at the vihara of Kundalavana in Kasmir. Here is a short summary of sources related to this 
council: 

Chinese sources: Paramartha, Vie de Vasubandhu, T 2049, p. 189a (tr. J. Takakasu, TP, 1910; - Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 
2098, k. 3, p. 886b-887 (tr. Beal, I, p. 151-155; tr. Watters, I., p. 270-278). 

Tibetan sources: Bu ston, II, p. 997 (which tells of several different traditions); - Taranatha, p. 58-61; - Schiefner, 
Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, p. 310. 

Works: Kern, Histoire, II, p. 392-394; Manual, p. 121-122; J. Takakusu, JRAS, 1905, p. 415; JPTS, 1905, p. 123; V. 
Smith, Early History of India, Oxford, 1908, p. 230; Lav., Histoire, II, p. 326-327. 

This confused collection of indecisive traditions has, as its evident intention, the setting up of Kaniska as against Asoka, 
and attributing to the Sarvastivadins a council which would somehow serve as a match for the synod of the 
Vibhajyavadins presided over by Tissa Moggalaputta. As de La Vallee Poussin has said: "It is likely that Kaniska did not 
call a council and that that there was no council." It is not unreasonable that the Mpps has made no mention of it. 

In any case, if a Vibhasa was composed under Kaniska to serve as commentary for the Jnanaprasthana of Katyayana, it is 
certainly different from the Mahavibhasa in 200 rolls which has come down to us in the Chinese translation of Hiuan 
tsang (T 1545). The latter, in effect, tells a story of a eunuch (?, is this a misprint in the French - Migme Chodron) and 
bulls that came, it says, "at one time', under Kaniska (cf. T 1545, k. 114, p. 593a). 

227 Th e Satpadabhidharma, the title of which is attested in the Kosavyakya, p. 466, is the Jnanaprasthana and the six 
annexed treatises that are its continuation ( anucdra ) or 'feet' (cf. Kosa, I, p. 4, n. 4). There is a list of them in Sanskrit in 
the Kosavyakhya, p. 9, and in Tibetan in Buston, I. p. 49 and Taranatha, p. 296: i) Prakaranapada by Vasumitra (T 1541 
and 1542; ii) Vijnanakaya by Devasarman or Devaksema (T 1539), Hi) Dhannaskandha by Sariputra according to the 
Tibetan sources, of Maudgalyayana according to the Chinese sources (T 1537); iv) Prajnaptisastra by Maudgalyayana (T 
1538); v) Dhatukaya by Puma according to the Tibetan sources, of Vasumitra according to the Chinese sources (T 1540); 
vi) Samgltiparyaya of Mahakausthila according to the Tibetan sources, of Sariputra according to the Chinese sources (T 
1536). - Along with the Jnanaprasthana, these are the seven treatises of the Sarvastivadin Abhidharma. The best study of 
these works is that of J. Takakusu, On the Abhidharma Literature of the Sarvastivadin, Extract of JPTS, 1905, which is 
complemented by de La Vallee Poussin's Introduction to the Kosa, p. XXIX-XLII. - For the comparison with the seven 
books of the Pali Abhidharma, refer to Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 165-173; Law, Pali Literature, I, p. 336-342; 
Nyanatiloka, Guide through the Abhidhamma-Pitaka, Colombo, 1938. 

228 ■phis is probably the Dhannaskandha (T 1537) attributed to Maudgalyayana by the Chinese tradition; but in Hiuan 
tsang's translation, it consists of twenty-one chapters. 
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chapters (p'in); four are the work of the bodhisattva P'o siu mi (Vasumitra) and four others the work of the 
arhats of Ki pin (Kasmir)^29 The other five parts are the work of the Louen yi che (itpadesdcdrya). 

3. Some say: When the Buddha was in this world, Sariputra composed the Abhidharma in order to explain 
the words of the Buddha. Later, the T'ou tseu (Vatsiputnya) monks recited [this work]. To this day, this is 
what is called the Chou li fou a p'i t'an (Sariputabhidharma).^™ 


229 xhis is a question of the Prakaranapada (T1541 and 1542) which actually consists of eight chapters: 
Pancadharmavibhanga, Jnanavibhanga, Ayatanavibhaiiga, Saptapadarthavibhanga, Anusayavibhaiiga, Samgrahavibhanga, 
Sahasraparipricchavibhanga, Nirvedavibhaiiga. If the Mpps is to be believed, only the first four would be the work of 
Vasumitra. 

230 The Q] wu lifcn p'i t'an louen (T 1548) was translated into Chinese at the Che yang sseu monastery by Dharmayasas 
in the years 407-408 (Bagchi, I, p. 175). 

Sariputra, the foremost of the great sages (mahapahhanam: Aiiguttara, I, p. 23) may have composed it in the very lifetime 
of the Buddha: this is what the Mpps affirms here, probably taking this information from the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 1, p. 
lb 1-3: "In all of the disciples of all of the Tathagatas, the rule is that there are two great masters who bear the holy 
Dhanna: in the lifetime of the Buddha, the arya Sariputra, and after his nirvana, the arya Katyayanlputra (author of the 
Jnanaprasthana)." Moreover, we learn from the AtthasalinI, p. 16 (tr. P.M. Tin, Expositor, I, p. 20-21) how Sariputra was 
familiar with the Abhidhanna: When the Buddha was preaching the Abhidhanna to the Trayastrimsa gods, he went each 
day to bathe in Lake Anavatapata, then, during his rest-period, he communicated to Sariputra the content of the sermon he 
had just preached. Having thus learned the Abhidhanna, Sariputra transmitted it to his five hundred disciples 
(Sdriputtatthera pi Satthara.... bhikkhusatanam desesi). The Pali school itself claims to hold its Abhidhamma from the 
Buddha himself, but through the intermediary of Sariputra. And this explains the close relationship between the 
Saruputrabhidharma and the Pali Abhidhamma, a relationship manifested both in form and in content.. 

Independent investigations carried on both by L. de La Vallee Poussin ( Introduction to the Kosa, p. LX-LXIIO and by T. 
Kamura ( Recherches sur /'Abhidharma, Tokyo, 1922), have shown that the Sariputrabhidharma is not Sarvastivadin, but 
expounds a doctrine very close to that of the Pali Abhidhamma (in particular of the Vibhanga and the Puggalapannati) 
and maintains the Vibhajyavadin theses expounded in the Vibhasa and the Kosa. To review them, it suffices to compare 
the description of the rupadhatu in the Sariputrabhidharma (T 1548, k. 3, p. 543) with Vibhaiiga, p. 1 and Kosa, I, p. 35; 
the definition of dharmadhdtu (k. 2, p. 535) with Vibhaiiga, p. 89 and Kosa, I, p. 30; the definition of nirodhasatya (k. 4, 
p. 553) with Vibhaiiga, p. 103. 

The Pali school divides its Basket of Abhidhamma into seven books, but the Haimavata school which is almost confused 
with it (cf. W. Geiger, Mahavamsa, p. 278) adopts another division, (k. 4, p. 553): 1) Distinctions with questions 
(Saprasnaka ), 2) Distinctions without questions ( Aprasnaka ), 3) Connections ( Samgraha ), 4) Correspondences 
(Samprayukta ), 5) Places ( Ayatana ). Cf. P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 4, p. 818a28-29 (tr. Przyluski, Concile, p. 179). This 
should be compared with the first three chapters of the Sariputrabhidharma: 1) Saprasnaka, 2) Aprasnaka, 3) Samgraha- 
samprayukta. 

The Mpps adds that "later, the Vatsiputrlya monks recited the Sariputrabhidharma" and Paramartha, probably on the basis 
of this assertion, will explain that their founder, the arhat Vatsyaputra, had had Rahula as his upadhyaya, who himself had 
had as upadhyaya Sariputra who had expounded the Abhidharma in nine parts of the Buddha, called the Abhidharma of 
the Characteristics of the Doctrine or Dharmalaksanabhidharma (cf. Demieville, Origine des sectes bouddhiques, p. 57). 
Actually, the Sariputrabhidharma contains no mention of the pudgala which is the doctrine characteristic of the 
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4. During the lifetime of the Buddha, Mahakatyayana explained the words of the Buddha and composed a 
Pi le (petaka ), 'box-collection' in the language of the T'sin. It is used even today in southern India.231 

As all these works are commentaries on the words of the Buddha, when it is said: "The five precepts 
(, sfla )", [the commentary] says: some are material ( riipin ), others are non-material ( arupin); some are 
visible ( sanidarsana), others are invisible ( anidarhana ); some offer resistance ( sapratigha), others do not 
offer resistance ( apratigha ); some are impure ( sdsarava ), others are pure ( andsrava ); some are conditioned 
( samskrta ), others are non-conditioned (, asamskrta ); some are with retribution ( vipaka ), others are without 
retribution; some are good ( kusala), others are bad (, akusala ); some are morally defined (vyakrt'd), others 
are morally non-defined ( avyakrta ). All this is what is called the Abhidharma. 

Furthermore, there are seven tendencies of defilement ( anusaya ):^32 anusaya of attachment to pleasure 
( kdmardga ), anusaya of hostility ( pratigha ), anusaya of attachment to existence (bhdvardga), anusaya of 
pride ( mana ), anusaya of ignorance ( avidyd ), anusaya of wrong view (drsti), anusaya of doubt ( vicikitsd 
or vimati ): these are the seven anusayas. Some are the anusayas of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ), some are 
the anusayas of the form realm ( rupadhatu ), others are the anusayas of the formless realm ( drupyadhdtu ). 
Some are abandoned by seeing the truths ( satyadarsanaheya ), others are abandoned by meditation 
(bhdvandheya); some are abandoned by the seeing of suffering ( duhkhadarsanaheya ), others are 
abandoned by seeing the origin [of suffering] ( samudayadarsanaheya ), others are abandoned by seeing the 
cessation [of suffering] (: nirodhadarsanaheya ); the rest are abandoned [70b] by seeing the Path 
(pratipaddarsanaheya ). Some are complete anusayas , the others are incomplete anusayas. 

The ten knowledges (jndna )^33 are: 1) knowledge of dharma ( dharmajndna ), 2) subsequent knowledge 
(i anvayajndna ), 3) worldy knowledge (lokasamvrtijnana), 4) knowledge of the mind of another 
('paracittajfidna ), 5) knowledge of suffering ( duhkajndna ), 6) knowledge of its origin ( samudayajndna ), 7) 
knowledge of its cessation ( nirodhajhdna ), 8) knowledge of the Path ( mdrgajndna ), 9) knowledge of the 
cessation [of the defilements] ( ksayajndna ), 10) knowledge of no further rebirths (, anutpddajndna ). These 
are the ten knowledges. Some are impure ( sdsrava ) others are pure (andsrava); some are conditioned 
(samskrta), others are unconditioned ( asamskrta ); some are sdsarava causes, others are andsarava causes. 
Some are causes belonging to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu), some are causes belonging to the form realm 
(rupadhatu), some are causes belonging to the formless realm (drupyadhdtu), others are causes belonging 
to no realm (anavacara). Some are acquired on the uninterrupted path (dnantaryamdrga), others on the 


Vatslputriyas and the Sammitlyas. The only book of Abhidharma that teaches the doctrine of the pudgala is the San mi ti 
pou louen, T 1649. 

231 For Mahakatyayana and his Petakopadesa, see above. 

232 The game list but with different order in Digha, III, p. 254; Samyutta, V, p 60; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 9; Vibhaiiga, p. 340, 
383; Kathavatthu II, p. 405 sq; Kosa, V, p. 3; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 490), k. 18, p. 127a28. 

233 p or q le ten jfia nas an( j connected problems: Prakaranapada, T 1541, k. 1, p. 628b-c; T 1542, k. 1, p.693c-694a; 
Abhidharmamrtarasasastra, T 1553,k. 2, p. 974 (tr. Hobogirin, Chi, p. 291); Kosa, VII, p.ll; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1234- 
1243. - Cf. the Pali sources: DTgha, III, p. 226-227; Samyutta, II, p. 57; Vibhahga, p. 328. 

NOTE: The Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated, the first and last phrases only being cited. 
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path of liberation ( vimuktimarga ). When the four fruits (phala ) are acquired, some are attained, others are 
lost. . 

To analyze ( vibhajana ) all dharmas in this way is what is called Abhidharma. 

There are three kinds of Abhidarma. First the main part and the meaning of the Abhidarma; the abbreviated 
text consists of 320,000 words. Secondly [the Abhidharma] in six parts; the abbreviated text consists of 
320,000 words. Thirdly, the Pitaka: the abbreviated text consists of 320,000 words. 

We have explained the general meaning as a whole ( samdsatah ) of the expression Evam maya srutam 
ekasmin samaye. 
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CHAPTER IV: EXPLANATION OF THE WORD 

BHAGAVAT234 


Sutra: Bhagavat 

Sastra: Now let us explain this word. 


BHAGAVAT 235 

Why is he called P'o k'iep'o ( bhagavat )? 

1. In the word bhagavat, bhdga means quality ( guna ) and vat indicates its possession: "the one who 
possesses qualities." 23 ^ 

2. Furthermore, bhdga means to analyze ( vibhdga ) and vat indicates skill ( kusala ). Skillful in analyzing the 
general and specific characteristics ( svasdmdnyalaksana ) of the dharmas, he is called Bhagavat. 232 


234 xhis chapter is devoted to the synonyms of the name of Buddha. The first ten constitute a traditional fonnula of 
praise: bhagavdms tathagato 'rham samyaksambuddho vidydcaranasampannah sugato lokavid anuttarah 
purusadamyasdrathih sasta devamanusyanam buddho bha.ga.vdm. Cf. the Dhvajagrasutra of which we have the Sanskrit 
version (Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 47), the Pali version (Samyutta, I, p. 210) and the Chinese version (Tsa a han T 99 
(no. 981), k. 35, p. 255b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 49, p. 615a). This fonnula is very frequently encountered in the Pali 
Nikayas, e.g., DIgha, I, p. 49; III, 237: Majjhima, I, p. 37, 69, 179, 285, 290, 344, 356, 401, 412, 502, 521; II, p. 55, 133, 
238; Samyutta, I, p. 219; II, p. 69; III, p. 85; IV, p. 320; V, p. 197, 343, 445; Anguttara, I, p. 168, 207; II, p. 33, 56, 66, 
147; III, p. 2, 10, 31053, 65, 153, 212, 285, 312, 341; IV, p. 3, 5, 109, 225, 270, 284, 288, 324, 406; V, p. 15, 183, 204, 
329, 333, 336. 

On the other hand, it is much more rare in the Chinese Agamas, either because the afore-mentioned sutras do not have a 
correspondent in the Chinese collections or because the fonnula is omitted in the parallel sutras of the same collections. It 
may be assumed that the Pali school above all contributed to the success of this fonnula. However, it is not completely 
absent in the Chinese Agamas. Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 132), k. 3lp. 623a; no. 146, k. 36, p. 656c27; (no. 161), k. 4, p. 
685a; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 546), k. 20, p. 141c; (no. 981), k. 35, p. 255b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 6, p. 574a27; k. 14, p. 
615a. - It is also found in later texts, e.g., Lalitavistara, p. 3; Saddharma-pundarlka, p. 17, 65, 67, 151, etc.; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 1 sq. 

The early commentators gave etymological explanations of these epithets, imaginary for the most part: see, e.g., the Che 
hao king (T 782); Buddhaghosa's explanations in Visuddhimagga, I, p. 198-213 (tr. Nyanatiloka, II, p. 313-340) to be 
compared with Upatisya's commentary in Kiai t'o tao louen, T 1648, k. 6, p. 426; Kumarajlva's notes in the Tso tch'an san 
mei king, T 614, k. 2, p. 277a; Harivarman's commentary in his Tch'eng che louen, T 1646, k. 1, p. 242. - Other 
references in Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 192. 

235 Compare the explanations of the Mahaniddesa, p. 142; Cullaniddesa, p. 466; Sumangala, I, p. 33-34; Visuddhimagga, 
I, p. 210-212; Hobogirin, Bagabu, p. 46. 

236 visuddhimagga, p. 210 \yasmd lokiyalokuttarasukhabhinibbatthakam... Bhagava ti vuccati. 

232 Visuddhimagga, p. 211: yasmd kusaladfhi bhedehi.... ti vattabe Bhagava ti vuccati. 
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3. Furthermore, bhdga means glory (ya.sa.s-) and veil indicates its possession. Thus this word means "the 
one who possesses glory". No-one else has as much glory as the Buddha. The noble cakravartin kings, 
Indra, Brahma, the lokapalas, are inferior to the Buddha. What then could be said of ordinary men 
( prthagjana )? Why? The noble cakravartin kings are fettered by bonds ( bandhanasamyukta ): the Buddha 
has broken the bonds. - The noble cakravartin kings are sunk in the mire of birth (jdti), old age (jam ), 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and death (marana); the Buddha has transcended them. - The noble cakravartin kings are 
enslaved ( ddsa ) by their passions ( anunaya ); the Buddha has eliminated them. - The noble cakravartin 
kings dwell in the womb of the calamities of the human jungle ( lokakdntdra ); the Buddha has escaped 
from it. - The noble cakravartin kings dwell in the shadows of ignorance ( avidydndhakdra ); the Buddha 
lives in the supreme light. - The noble cakravartin kings often reign over the four continents 
(caturdvipaka)^^ ; the Buddha reigns over countless universes ( apramdnalokadhdtu ). - The cakravartin 
kings have mastery over wealth ( pariskaravasitd ); the Buddha has mastery over mind (cetovdsita). - The 
noble cakravartin kings covet heavenly bliss ( devasukha ); the Buddha covets nothing, having reached the 
well-being of the summit of existence ( bhavdgrasukha ). The cakravartin kings seek their happiness from 
others; the Buddha rejoices in his own heart. This is why the Buddha surpasses ( abhibhavati ) the noble 
cakravartin kings. Fie also surpasses all the other beings, Indra, Brahma, the lokapalas who are [70c] even 
inferior to the noble cakravartin kings. 

4. Furthermore, bhdga means to crush (bhanga) and vat indicates the ability. The person who can crush 
desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and stupidity ( moha ) is called Bhagavat.239 

Question. - The arhats and pratyekabuddhas are also able to destroy attachment, hatred and stupidity; in 
what do they differ from the Buddha? 

Answer. - Although the arhats and pratyekabuddhas have destroyed this threefold poison (trivisa), they 
have not entirely eliminated the latent predispositions ( vdsand ) of poison.p j s jj|< c perfume (gandha) in 
a vase (. bhajana ); when the perfume is removed, a trace of the odor remains. Or it is like kindling 
( indhana ): the fire burns, the smoke (dhuma) disappears, but the ash ( bhasman ) remains, for the strength of 
the fire is decreased. On the other hand, in the Buddha, the threefold poison (trivisa) is eliminated without 
residue. It is like at the end of a kalpa when the fire burns Mount Mem and the entire earth; these disappear 
completely without leaving smoke or charcoal.- 4 ' [ Scc|. for example, the traces of hatred (dvesavdsana) in 


Actually, only the cakravartin of the golden wheel reigns over four continents (caturdvipesvara), his life-span being 
80,000 years (cf. Kosa, III, p. 197) 

239 Visuddhimagga, p. 210-211: yasmapana lobhasosasamoha -.... Bhagava tena viddati ti. 

240 Although they have destroyed their dominant affliction ( ksmaklesa), the saints still keep agitation ( auddhatya ) and 
the other habitual patterns resulting from the persistence of the latencies of the defilements ( klesavasand ). On the other 
hand, the Buddha possesses vdsanasamudghdta, complete elimination of the latencies. He does not retain any trace of the 
passions over which he has triumphed. Cf. Aloka, p. 915; Bodhisattvabhumi, p. 375; Tsi louen, T 1605, k. 7, p. 691c; Tsa 
tsi louen, T 1606, k. 14, p. 761bl5; Sutralamkara, XXI, v. 54; Samgraha, p. 299-300. 

241 Cf. Kosa, III, p. 182-185. 
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Sariputra, the traces of attachment ( ragavascma ) in Nan t'o (Nanda) and the traces of pride ( mana) in Pi 
ting k'iap'o ts'o (Pilindavatsa).242 

They are like a man in fetters who, as soon as he is released, begins to walk unceasingly. 


-4- Examples of saints who, having eliminated their dominant affliction, still keep the outer gestures. The Samgraha, p. 
300, mentions the case of Maudgalyayana, who had been a monkey for 500 existences and who, having become arhat, 
still leaped about like a monkey whenever he heard music. The same text also speaks about a pratyekabuddha who, 
having been a courtesan for numerous existences, continued to put on makeup (cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 393; the story 
of the bhiksu who flirted before dying). See also the story of the inattentive listeners in the Dhammapadattha, III, p. 360- 
362 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 127-129). The Mpps, which will give more examples later (k. 26, p. 251b; k. 27, p. 
260c), is content to mention here the case of Sariputra, of Pilindavatsa and of Nanda. Since it does not develop the latter, 
we will summarize it briefly: 

Nanda, the half-brother of the Buddha, was affianced to Janapadakalyanl (or married to Sundarl), when the Buddha, by a 
stratagem, met him at Nyagrodharama, near Kapilavastu, and had him forcibly ordained by Ananda. The memory of his 
wife continued to haunt Nanda who tried to escape from the monastery. His attempt failed miserably. To cure him of this 
love, the Buddha transported him to the Trayastrimsa gods and showed him the celestial maidens incomparably more 
beautiful than Janapadakalyayanl; he promised him one of these maidens if he would undertake to remain in the 
monastery for the rest of his life. Nanda agreed willingly. The Buddha returned with him to the Jetavana and told the 
whole story to the disciples: Nanda was obliged to endure the sarcasm of his colleagues. He succeeded in renouncing his 
love and quickly became arhat. In the course of an earlier lifetime when he had been a donkey, Nanda had been kept 
harnessed up by his master, the merchant Kappata, who had promised him a female donkey as reward. 

The story of Nanda is one of the best-known of the "Golden Legends" in Buddhism. The artists of Andhra who have 
depicted it at Nagarjunikonda and at Amaravatl - probably Nagarjuna's homeland - had a marked preference for it. - It is 
easy to reconstruct it in its entirety by comparing the different sources where it is recorded in full or in part: 

Pali sources: Vinaya, I, p. 82; Udana, III, p. 21-24 (tr. Seidenstucker, p. 34-38; Nidanakatha, p. 91 (tr. Rh. D., Buddhist 
Birth Stories, p. 128); Samgamavacarajataka, in Jataka, II, p. 92-94; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 96-105 (tr. Burlingame, 
Buddhist Legends, I, p. 217-223); Theragatha, v. 157-158 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p. 126-127); Manoratha, I, p. 315-318. 
Sanskrit sources: Saundarananda by Asvaghosa, ed. and tr. E. H. Jehnston, Oxford-London, 1928-1932; 
Avadanakalpalata, no. X: Sundarlmanadavadana, I, p. 308-351. 

Chinese sources: P'ou yao king, T 186, k. 8, p. 536b-c; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 56, p. 911 b-914b (tr. Beal, 
Romantic Legend, p. 369-378); Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 96), k. 24, p.739b-740a; Che kia p'ou, T 2040, k. 2, p. 59c- 
61b (which repeats the P'ou yao king). 

Tokharian sources: Sieg and Soegling, Tocharische Sprachreste, no. 89-143, p. 51-74. 

Iconographical: Gandhara: Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 464-473, fig. 234-238. - Amaravatl: Burgess', The 
Buddhist Stupas of Amaravatl and Jaggayyapeta, pi. XLI, 5; A. Foucher, Les sculptures d'Amaravati, RAA, V, 1928, p. 
22, pi XI, 1; A. K. Coomaraswamy, Rupam, nos. 38-39 (April-July, 1929), p. 73, fig. 5. - Nagarjunikonda: J. Ph. Vogel: 
The Man in the Well and some other subjects illustrated at N., RAA, XI, 1937, p. 115-118, pi. XXXIV-XXXV. - Ajanta, 
cave XVI. 

Nanda was known for his beauty; he had a golden-colored body, possessed thirty marks of the Great Man, and his height 
was only four fingers less than that of the Buddha. These benefits were the reward for his earlier merits. See below, k. 4, 
p. 92a. 
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At that time^ , the Buddha, having come out of samadhi, set out to walk followed by Lo heou lo 
(Rahula). The Buddha asked Rahula: "Why are you so thin ( krsa )?" Rahula replied with this stanza: 


243 xhis story is drawn from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu, T 1435, k. 61, p. 463c-464a: The Buddha was 
dwelling at Sravastl. A vaisya invited the Buddha and the samgha to dine at this house the next day. The Buddha accepted 
by remaining silent. The vaisya, having understood that the Buddha had accepted, was silent, arose, prostrated at the feet 
of the Buddha and returned home. During the night, he prepared all sorts of food. Early the next morning, he arranged the 
seats and sent a messenger to the Buddha to say: "The meal is ready. The Sage knows the time." The samgha with their 
robes and begging bowls ( patracTvaram adaya ) entered the home of the vaisya, but the Buddha remained at the 
monastery ( vihara ) to take his meal. The vaisya, seeing the samgha well-seated, proceeded with the ablutions, placed 
abundant and excellent morsels before the elders ( sthavira), but to the recently ordained monks ( navabhiksu ) and novices 
(sramanera ) he distributed only rice (sail) cooked for 16 days, a nasty sesame soup (him ma = tila) and cooked 
vegetables. Having given the vaisyas and the samgha abundant and excellent dishes, he proceeded to the [second] 
ablutions, took a low seat and sat down in the midst of the samgha to hear the Dharma. When the sthavira Sariputra had 
preached the sermon, he arose and went away. At that time, Rahula was still a novice. Having eaten, he went to the 
Buddha, prostrated at his feet and sat down at one side. Buddhas have the custom of asking, after the bhiksus have had 
their meal, whether the food was sufficient. And so the Buddha asked Rahula: "Was the samgha's meal sufficient?" 
Rahula replied: "For those who had it, it was enough; for the others, it was not enough." The Buddha asked: "Why do you 
say that?" Rahula answered: "Before the vaisyas and the elders they placed abundant and excellent morsels, but to the 
recently ordained monks and the novices they gave only rice cooked for sixteen days, a nasty sesame soup and boiled 
vegetables." At that time, Rahula was thin and weak. The Buddha, knowing that, asked Rahula: "Why are you so thin and 
weak?" Rahula answered with this stanza: 

He who eats oil ( taila) gains strength; 

He who eats butter ( ghrta ) gains fine color; 

He who eats sesame and bad vegetables has neither color nor strength. 

The Buddha, god among gods, ought to know that. 

The Buddha, who knew it, asked Rahula: "In this community, who is the elder?" Rahula replied: "It is the upadhyaya 
Sariputra." The Buddha said: "The bhiksu Sariputra does not have the right to eat [better than the others]." When the 
ayusmat Sariputra heard that the Buddha had said that he did not have the right to eat, he vomited up his food and went 
away. Until the end of his life, he refused every invitation to dine and every gift to the samgha. He accepted only food 
that he begged. The prominent people and the vaisyas nevertheless wished to offer meals to the community. Wanting to 
have Sariputra amongst them, they said to the Buddha: "We would like the Buddha to order Sariputra to accept our 
invitations again." The Buddha answered them: "Do not ask that Sariputra accept your invitations again. Sariputra has a 
[stubborn] nature. He keeps what he has accepted and abandons what he has rejected. Sariputra will not go to your house. 
The stubborn nature that he has now, he had fonnerly. Listen: Many generations ago, the king of the realm was bitten by 
a poisonous snake. A master who could cure venomous bites performed the cho k'ie lo (ccigala ) conjuration and forced 
the venomous snake to come; having previously prepared a large fire, he said to the snake: "Do you prefer to enter the fire 
or to swallow your venom?" The poisonous snake thought thus: "Since my saliva is exhausted, what use is my life to me? 
This is why, in regard to your proposal that I take back what I have spit out, I will not swallow it back, I prefer to die in 
the fire." Having thought thus, it threw itself into the fire. - The Buddha said to the assembled people: "That snake is now 
Sariputra. In his past lives, this man kept what he had accepted and abandoned what he had rejected. Now he does the 
same." 
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Whoever eats oil ( taila ) gains strength; 

Whoever eats butter ( ghrta ) gains good color; 

Whoever eats bad vegetables has neither color nor strength. 

The venerable Buddha should know that. 

The Buddha asked Rahula: "Who is the Elder ( sthavira ) in this community?" Rahula replied: "It is the 
upddhydya Sariputra. "244 jhe Buddha said: "Sariputra eats impure food (, avisuddahara )." Then Sariputra 
who had returned and had heard these words, immediately spit up his food and made the following oath: 
"Starting from today. [71a] I will no longer accept any invitations ( adhyesand )." Then king Po sseu ni 
(Prasenajit) and the dyusmat Siu ta to (Sudatta)-^ went to Sariputra and said: "The Buddha does not 
accept invitations without reason. Venerable Sariputra also does not accept invitations. How will we lay 
people ( avaddtavasana ) acquire the great purity of faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi )?" Sariputra answered: "My 
great teacher, the Buddha, has said that I eat impure food. Henceforth I will accept no further invitations." 
Then Prasenajit approached the Buddha and said to him: "The Buddha never accepts any invitations and 
neither does Sariputra. How will our minds gain great faith ( sraddhd )? We would like the Buddha to order 
Sariputra to accept invitations again." The Buddha replied: "Decisions are firm with Sariputra. It is not 
possible to change them." Then, [to explain Sariputra's stubbornness], the Buddha cited this episode from 
one of his previous lives (jdtakaniddna ): 

"Once there was a king who was bitten by a poisonous snake ( sarpa ). As the king was going to die, doctors 
were called to cure the poison. The physicians said: "The snake itself must swallow the very last drop [of 
poison that it has injected]." Then, with the help of magical formulas ( mantra ), the doctors brought to the 
king the snake that had bitten him and, gathering kindling, they started a fire and ordered the snake to 
swallow its poison or else to enter into the fire. The snake said to itself: "How could I swallow the poison 
that previously I spit out? I prefer death!" Thinking this, it persisted in its decision and entered into the fire. 
This snake was none other than Sariputra: from age to age, his decisions have been firm ( dhruva ) and 
unchangeable (cicala)." 


The same story occurs in the Wen fen liu, Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 29, but in two separate sections. The complaint 
of Rahula to the Buddha is told on p. 179b-c, whereas the apologue of the snake that threw itself into the fire is on p. 
173c. The latter has been translated in Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 349-350. 

The Visavantajataka of the Pali collection (Jataka no. 69, I, p. 310) also mentions the apologue of the snake as proof of 
Sariputra's stubbornness, but the introduction is quite different: Some people had brought wheat cakes to the monastery 
and when the monks who were assembled there had eaten some, it was proposed to keep the remainder for those who 
were absent. And so it was done. But a young colleague of Sariputra who came late did not receive his share because 
Sariputra had eaten it. In his confusion, Sariputra swore never to eat wheat cakes again ( ito patthaya pittakhadaniyam na 
khddissdmi). To give an example of Sariputra's stubbornness, the Buddha then told the story of the snake, the Pali text of 
which follows: Ante Bdranasiyam Brahmcidatto rajjarn.... ma kaiici vihethelnti vissajjesi. 

Indeed it was Sariputra who had ordained Rahula (Vinaya, I, p. 82) and had initiated him into the ascetic practices 
(Maharahulovadasutta in Majjhima, I, p. 421 sq. and Tseng ti a han, T 123, k. 7, p. 581c). 

245 Elsewhere called Anathapindada. 
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In his turn, the dyusmat Pi ling k'ia p'o ts'o (Pilindavatsa) always suffered from eye disease. To beg his 
food, he usually crossed the Ganges river ( gangd). Having come to the edge of the river, he snapped his 
fingers and said to [the Ganges]: "Vatsala (little slave)! Stop flowing!" Then he crossed the river between 
two walls [of water] and went to beg his food. The goddess of the Ganges went to the Buddha and said: 
"The disciple of the Buddha, Pilindavatsa, always insults me by saying: 'Vatsala, stop flowing.' The 
Buddha said to Pilindavatsa: "Apologize for your fault ( desana kdraniyd ) to the goddess of the Ganges." 
Then Pilindavatsa, joining his palms, said to the goddess of the Ganges: "Vatsala, little slave, don't be 
angry. I confess my fault." Then the great assembly made fun of him: "Why do you still insult her [by 
calling her Vatsala] when you are confessing your fault?" The Buddha said to the goddess of the Ganges: 
"Do you see this Pilindavatsa who, with his palms joined, confesses his fault to you? He apologizes and it 
is not out of malice ( avamdna ) that he calls you this. Know that it is not his fault. For five hundred years, 
this man has always taken birth in a brahmin family; always haughty, he has reviled other men. He has 
retained the language he formerly used, but his heart is free of scorn. "246 

Thus, although they have destroyed the fetters ( samyojana ), the arhats still keep the traces ( vdsand ). But 
the Buddha Bhagavats, whether their arms are slashed with a knife or whether they are anointed with 
sandalwood oil ( candana ), do not blink an eye and their heart is as free of hatred ( dvesa ) as it is of love 
(i anunaya ), for they [71b] have definitively effaced all traces of [the passions]. 

The brahmani Tchan tcho (Cinca) with her wooden disc slandered the Buddha and in the midst of the great 
assembly ( mahdsamgha ) said to him: "You have made me pregnant. Why do you pitilessly refuse me 
clothing (vastra) and food ( dhdra )?" She did this shamelessly ( Jajjd ) to deceive the others. The five 
hundred brahmin masters at once raised their hands and shouted: "That is true, we know this affair." The 
Buddha did not change color at this event and did not redden with shame. When this trick was discovered, 
the earth trembled and the devas honored the Buddha by overwhelming him with praise and with flowers. 
But when the devas glorified the Buddha's qualities, he did not take on the appearance of joy.247 When the 


246 p ro bable source: Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 30, p. 467c. - In the Pali sources, it is the monks, his colleagues, 
whom Pilindavatsa addresses as slaves ( vasala ). Cf. Udana, III, 6, p. 28-29 (tr. Seidenstiicker, p. 43); Dhammapadattha, 
IV, p. 181-182 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 300-301); Manoratha, I, p. 276-278. Here is the story in the Udana: evam 
me swam, ekam samayam bhagavd Rdjagahe.... brdhmano so samano bhikkhu 'ti. 

747 According to the Dhammapadattha, wishing to damage the Buddha's reputation, the heretical scholars went to a 
young nun of their sect, Cinca, who pretended to go and spend the nights at the monastery of the Buddha and declare to 
anyone who wanted to listen that she had shared Gautama's room. She went so far as to fake pregnancy by wrapping her 
belly in linens (pilotika ), and then attaching a wooden plate (ddrumandalika) to her belly. She entered the assembly 
where the Buddha was in the process of preaching the Dharma and bitterly reproached him for abandoning her and having 
no interest in the baby that was about to be born. The Buddha remained calm: "Whether what you say is true or false, 
sister, you and I are the only ones who know." At the same moment, Indra appeared accompanied by four devaputras. The 
latter transformed themselves into four mice ( musika ) and gnawed the cords that held up the wooden disc. The dropping 
down of the disc uncovered Cinca's trick who fled in shame, pursued by the crowd. The earth opened up under her steps, 
fire enveloped her completely and she fell into the depths of hell. - The other versions of this story show considerable 
differences. Cinca manavikd , also called Chandamanci, the proud, or the Woman with many tongues, is sometimes a 
heretic nun, disciple of Kesakambala, sometimes a delinquent Buddhist nun. In some sources, she suffers no punishment, 
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Buddha ate oats (yava ), he expressed no angcr-4^ but when the king of the gods offered him food of one 
hundred flavors (,ahara satarasasampanna) [as compensation], he felt no joy.^49 


in others she falls into hell; in one story, she is condemned to be burned, but the Buddha intercedes for her and she is 
simply banished. Cf. Dhammapadattha, III, p. 178-183 (Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 19-23; Kern, Histoire, I, p. 161-164; 
Jataka, III, p. 298; IV, , p. 187-189; Apadana, I, p. 299; Itivuttaka Comm. I, p. 69; Udana Comm., p. 263 sq.; Cheng king, 
T 154 (no. 9), k.l, p. 76a-b; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 8), k. 2, p. 170c; Pen k'i king, T 199, p. 201cl9; Ta pao tsi 
king, T 310, k. 28, p. 154cl8; P'ou sa tc'ou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1055c; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 
95b; Fa hien tchouan, T 2085 (tr. Legge, p. 60); Hiuan-tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a (tr. Beal, II, p. 9; tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 392). 

According to some theories opposed by the Mpps, the slander of Cinca was one of the punishments of the nine sins of the 
Buddha, cf. below, k. 9, p. 121c. 

See L. Feer, Cinca-mdnavikd Sundan. JA, Mar.-April, 1897, p. 288-317. 

-48 in the twelfth year of his ministry, the Buddha was visited by a brahmin called Veranja in the Pali soutces, or more 
often Agnidatta in the Chinese sources. He wanted to know why the Buddha did not bow to the aged monks and, having 
asked a series of questions, he invited the Buddha and his monks to spend the rainy season at Veranja (cf. Vinaya, III, p. 
1-6; Anguttara, IV, p. 173-179; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 157), k. 40, p. 679b-680b). When the Buddha, accompanied by 
500 monks, went to Veranja, the brahmin who was at the same time the king of that region, did not receive him in his 
palace. He was too busy with his pleasures and, according to some sources, Mara had disturbed his mind. As there was a 
famine occurring at that time, the monks returned with empty bowls from their alms round. Some horse dealers 
(asvavanij -) gave them some oats ( ma me), according to the Chinese expression, "dry grain measured in patthas" 
(patthapatthamulaka ) according to the Pali sources. For three months the monks were satisfied with this coarse food, but 
when the Buddha ate it, the gods gave flavor (oja) to each mouthful that he took. At the end of three months, the Buddha 
gave notice of his departure to Veranja or Agnidatta. The latter excused himself for his lack of hospitality, offered the 
monks a grand feast and gave a gift to each of them. - According to the Upadana, the Buddha was condemned to eating 
the oats for three months because in the course of one of his previous existences, at the time of the Buddha Phussa, he 
forbade monks to eat rice and had advised them to eat oats. 

This story occurs in many texts but with notable differences. - Pali sources: Vinaya, II, 1-11 (tr. Horner, I, p. 1-1); 
Dhammapadattha, II, p. 153-157 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 193-194); Cullasukajataka (Jataka 430, III, p. 494-495; 
Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 25-26; Milinda, p. 231; Samantapasadika, I, p. 176 sq.; Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 154; Udana 
Comm., p. 265. - Chinese sources: In the Vinayas, Che song liu, T 1435, k. 26, p. 187b-189a; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, 
p. 1-2; Sseu fen liu. T 1328, k. 1, p. 568c-569c; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 96a-13-14. See also Ta fang 
pien fo pao ngen king, T 156, k. 3, p. 137a6-7; Tchong pen k'i king, T 196 (no. 15), k. 2, P. 162c-163c; Hing k'i hing 
king, T 197 (no. 9), k. 2, p. 172a-c; Ratnakuta in Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p,154c20-21; P'ou sa tch'ou t'ai king, T 
384, k. 7, p. 1056a; Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 9, p. 121c; k. 27, p. 261a; k. 38, p. 341b; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 5, 
p. 20a-c. 

The same brahmin appears again in another anecdote which we will meet later (Mpps, k. 22, p. 225a-b). For two days in a 
row, a brahmin filled the Buddha's bowl; the third day, he lost patience. The Buddha in several stanzas praised the 
continuity of generosity; the brahmin filled his bowl again once, but the Buddha refuses food given to him as a result of a 
sermon. As nobody else could eat it, the brahmin threw it into the river which began to boil immediately. Struck by this 
miracle, he became a believer. The Mpps, which places this second story in SravastI in the house of the brahmin P'o lo 
touo che or Bharadvaja (the name of a famous brahmin clan; cf. Malalasekara, II, p. 373), seems to take its information 


115 



[The Buddha] is single-minded ( ekacitta ), without duality ( advaya ). In all things, whatever they may be, 
food and drink ( ahara ), robes and clothing (patavasana ), beds and seats ( saydsana ), praise and blame 
(varnanavijrmbha ), mistrust and respect (vitandanagaurava), the Buddha's mind remains indifferent. It is 
like pure gold which, even when burned, melted, beaten or polished, shows no increase or decrease. [On 
the contrary], the arhats, although they have broken the bonds (bandhana) and have found the Path, still 
retain the traces ( vdsana) [of the passions]; this is why they cannot be called Bhagavat. 

Question. - Bhagavat is one name, but the Buddha has other epithets. 

Answer. - Since the qualities ( guna) of the Buddha are innumerable ( apramdna ), his epithets also are 
innumerable. These epithets include all his glory, for people understand it in many ways. The Buddha 
possesses still other names: he is called Tathagata, etc. 

TATHAGATA 250 


from the partial translation of the Samyuktagama, T 100 (no. 80), k. 4, p. 401 b-c, where the brahmin is also called P'o lo 
t'ou cho (Bharadvaja). - On the other hand, in the complete translation of the Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 1157), k. 42, p. 
308 a-b, the hero of the story is the brahmin Houo yu (86; 134 and 8) from Rajgrha. Now Houo yu is the literal translation 
of Agnidatta, the name of the brahmin from Veranja. - Finally, in the corresponding passage in the Pali Samyutta, I, p. 
174-174, the same brahmin is called Udaya. The result of all this is that Bharadvaja, Agnidatta-Veranja and Udaya are all 
one; Buddhaghosa has already noticed this, and he notes in his Samantapasadika, I, p. Ill, that the real name of the 
brahmin was Udaya but that he was called Veranja because he was born and lived in Veranja. 

In short, the brahmin who, at Veranja, forced the Buddha to eat oats and who, at SravastI or at Rajagrha, ended up by 
filling his bowl three times, had, as his personal name Udaya, as the name of his clan, Bharadvaja, as his surname, 
Veranja (because he was bom and lived in Veranja), and was called Agnidatta (because as brahmin, he worshipped fire). 
Finally, we note that the Mahavastu (III, p. 108, 1. 17-109, 1. 4) puts into the mouth of Udayln the stanzas addressed to 
Udaya in the Samyutta, I, p. 174, which is probably an error. 

249 yjjg g 0C j s often augmented the nutritive value (oja) of the Buddha's food, cf. Milinda, p. 231: sabbakalam, bhante 

Nagasena . patte akianti. And the Milinda remembers that they maintained Buddha's health in this way at Veranja. See 

also Majjhima, I, p. 245; Lalitavistara, p. 264, where the gods suggest to the Bodhisattva that they introduce strength 
through his pores: te romakupair ojahprakshepsyamah. 

250 Eight explanations in Buddhaghosa, Sumaiigala, I, p. 59-67. Many attempts at interpretation by recent writers. E. W. 
Hopkins, Buddha as Tathagata, J. Philol., 1911, p. 205-209, mentions the epic use of tathagata, "in so (grievous) a 
condition", “as good as dead", "dead". - R. Chalmers, Tathagata, JRAS, 1898, p.113-115, comments that this epithet is 
not applied solely to the Buddha. - Rhys Davids, Dialogues, I, p. 73, II, p. 1, notes the confusion that exists between the 
two concepts, Buddha and Arhat. - R. O. Franke, WZKM, IX, P. 347, n. 1; first translates "zur Wahrheit gelangt"; but in 
his study on the Tathagata ( DTghanikdya in Auswahl, Gottingen, 1913, p. 287-301): "der so Gegangene", "derjenige, der 
diesen Weg zuriickgelegt hat". - C. Rhys Davids, Manual of Psychological Ethics, London, 1923, p. 270: "he who has 
won truth". In her Manual of Buddhism for Advanced Students, London, 1932, p. 116, she remarks that at the beginning, 
Tathagata does not designate Sakyamuni particularly, but any disciple whatsover. - M. Walleser, Zur Herkunft des Wortes 
Tathagata, Taisho Gakuho, Apr. 1930, p. 21-33: Tathagata according to Buddhaghosa's interpretation (which glosses 
sattva) means "Mensch" or "Lebewesen" in common language, and it is better translated by "Wiedergekerter" or 
"Vollendeter". - L. de La Vallee Poussin, Dogme et Philosophic, Paris, 1930, p. 169: In classical Buddhism, the Buddha is 
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Why is he called To t'o a k'ie t'o ( tathagata )? 

1. He preaches the natures of the dharmas ( dharmalaksana ) in the way ( tathd ) that he has understood 
(gata) them. 

2. In the way that the [previous] Buddhas have gone by the path of safety (yogaksemamdrga ), thus (tathd) 
the [actual] Buddha is going (gata) and will not go on to new existences ( punarbhava ). 2 ^1 


ARHAT 252 

The Buddha is also called A lo ho (arhat). Why is he called Arhat? 

1. Ara means enemy (ari) and hat means to kill (han). The expression therefore means "killer of 
enemies". 2 ^ 2 Some stanzas say: 

The Buddha has patience (ksdnti) as his armor (varman). 

Energy (vuya) as his helmet (sirsaka), 

Discipline (sfla) as his great steed (mahdsva), 

Dhydna as his bow (dhanus), 


Wisdom (prajna) as his arrows (sara). 

Outwardly, he destroys the army of Mara (mdrasena). 
Inwardly, he destroys the passions ( klesa ), his enemies. 
He is called Arhat. 


qualified as arhat, but the word arhat also designates the disciple who has acquired sainthood. On the other hand, the 
disciple, the arhat, is never qualified as Buddha. - E. J. Thomas, Tathagata and Tathdgaya , BSOS, VIII, p. 781-788: The 
words Tathagata, arhat, are prior to Sakyamuni and Buddhism. Tathagata is the Sanskritization of a Prakrit fonn that has 
nothing to do with tathd and gata. Prior to the Singhalese etymologists, there was no thought of explaining, by way of 
Sanskrit or Pali, these words which are perhaps aryan. - The Chinese and Tibetan traditions of the epithet ’Tathagata" also 
merit attention. For the Chinese equivalents, U. Wogihara, Etymology and Meaning of the word Tathagata (in Japanese), 
Taisho Daigaku Gakuho, Apr. 1930; for the Tibetan equivalents, F. O. Schrader, On some Tibetan Names of the Buddha, 
IHQ, IX, 1933, p.16-48. 

Cf. Sumangala, I, p. 60-62 (second explanation). 

Cf. Buddhaghosa's explanations. Sumangala, I, p. 146; Visuddhimagga, I, p. 198: Tattha drakatta armam.... Bhagava 
arahan ti veditabbo " Because he is far away (draka) [from the passions], because he has destroyed the enemies (ari) [i.e., 
the passions], because he has broken the spokes (ara) [of the wheel of existence], because he is worthy (araha) of 
receiving the necessities, because he stays apart from evil actions, for all these reasons the Blessed One is called 
Arahant." See also Majjhima, I, p. 280; Anguttara, IV, p. 145. 

cf Visuddhimagga, p. 198: Te ca anena kilesarayo maggena hata ti armam hatattdpi arahatn. 
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2. Furthermore, A marks negation and rahat means 'to be born'. The expression means, therefore, "unborn". 
The seeds (bija) of the mind of the Buddha ( buddhacitta ) 'do not arise' in the field of rebirths 
(punarbhavaksetra ), for ignorance ( avidyd ) in him has been dissolved. 

3. Finally, Arhat means worthy ( arhat ) of receiving worship (puja ). The fetters ( samyojana ) have been cut 
in the Buddha, he has attained omniscience ( sarvajnata ); therefore he merits receiving the worship of 
beings in heaven and on earth. This is [71c] why the Buddha is called Arhat. “54 


SAMYAKSAMBUDDHA 

Fie is also called San miao san fo t'o ( samyaksambuddha ). Why? 

1. Samyak means perfectly, sam means fully, and budh means understanding. The expression thus means 
"Fie who understands all dharmas perfectly and completely". “55 

Question. - Flow does he understand perfectly and fully? 

Answer. - 

Fie understands suffering ( duhkha ) as suffering (, duhkhalaksana ), 

Fie understands the origin (samudaya) as origin. 

Fie understands cessation (; nirodha ) as cessation. 

Fie undertands the Path ( mdrga ) as the Path. 

Therefore he is called Samyaksambuddha. 

2. Furthermore, he knows that all the dharmas are truly unchangeable ( abhedya ), without increase or 
decrease. Why are they unchangeable? When the functioning of the mind ( cittapravrtti ) is stopped ( sthita) 
and destroyed ( niruddha ), when the path of speech ( abhildpamdrga ) is cut, he understands that dharmas 
are motionless (acala)^*, like nirvana itself. This is why he is called Samyaksambuddha. 

3. Finally, the languages ( adhivacana ) of all the universes ( lokadhatu ), the ten directions ( dasadis ), the 
languages of beings ( sattva ) in the six destinies (gad), the history of previous lives ( purvajanmanidana ) of 
beings and their birthplaces ( utpddasthdna ) in future generations ( andgatajanma ), the natures of the mind 
(cittalaksana) of all beings in the ten directions, their fetters ( samyojana ), their roots of good ( kusalamula) 


“54 ibid., p. 201: Aggadakkhineyyatta ca civaradipaccaye.... na te annattha pujam karonti. - This is the only valid 
etymological explanation. 

“55 Cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 201: samma samciii ca sabbadhammanampana buddhatta sammasambuddho. 

256 ]j now (bat the Mahayana schools equate samsara and nirvana. Cf. Madh. vrtti, XXV, v. 19-20, p. 535 
(Stcherbatsky, Buddhist Nirvana, p. 205; Lav., Madhyamaka, MCB, II, 1933, p. 29; Lankavatara, p. 42,; 
Madhyantavibhanga, p. 160; Samgraha, p. 127, 265. 
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and their outcome ( nihsarana ): all the dharmas of this kind he knows in detail .-^ This is why he is called 
Samyaksambuddha. 


VIDYACARANASAMPANNA 

He is also called Pi tch'e tcho lo na san pan na (vidydcaranasampanna), i.e., endowed with knowledges 
(vidya ) and practices ( carana ).-^8 why is he called thus? 

The three knowledges (vidya) are: 1) the memory of former existences ( purvanivdsdnusmrti ), 2) the divine 
eye ( divyacaksus ), 3) the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya) 2 ^ 9. 

Question. -What differernce is there between the superknowledges (abhijna) and the knowledges 
(vidya)? 260 

Answer. - The abhijna knows the previous past existences ( atftapurvajanma ), the vidya knows the past 
actions (atitakarman) that are the cause. - The abhijna knows that such and such a being will die here and 
be reborn there, the vidya recognizes [in these deaths and rebirths] the unfailing result of the actions 
(carita) that are its cause (hetupratyaya). - The abhijna knows that [such and such a being] has destroyed 
the fetters (samyojana), but does not know if he will be reborn again or will never be reborn again; the 
vidya knows that once the impurities (dsravaksaya) have been destroyed, one is no longer reborn. These 
three vidyas [are not the prerogative exclusively of the Buddha]; they are also attained by the great arhats 
and the great pratyekabuddhas. 

Question. - If that is so, how are they different from the Buddhas? 

Answer. - Although they have these three vidyas, their knowledge is not complete ( paripurna). In the 
Buddhas, the knowledge is complete: that is the difference. 

Question. - What is incomplete knowledge (aparipurna vidya)? What is complete knowledge (paripurna 
vidya)? 

Anwer. - By means of their knowledge of previous existences ( purvanivdsdnusmrtijndna ), the arhats and 
pratyekabuddhas know themselves and know others in an incomplete way only. Some arhats remember 


’ 2 - > 7 The Buddha derives these consciousnesses from his abhijnas. There is a short bibliography of the abhijnas in 
Samgraha. 

258 Cf.Visuddhimagga, p. 202: Vijjdhipana caranena ca sampannatta vijjacaranasampanno. For the three vijja, it refers 
to the Bhayabheravasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 22) and for the eight vijja to the Ambatthasutta (DIgha, I, p. 100). - For the 
dvandva vijjacarana , DIgha, III, p. 97, 98, 237: Samyutta, I, p. 153, 166; II, p. 284; V, p. 197; Anguttara, II, p. 163; IV, p. 
238; V, p. 237; Suttanipata, v. 163, 289, 442. 

--*9 These are the three vidyas acquired during the three watches under the Bodhi tree: DIgha, III, p. 220, 275; Majjhima, 
I, p. 22, 248; Anguttara, V, p. 211. The Kosa, VII, p. 108, defines them: asaiksi purve.... 

dsravaksayajndnasdksdtkriydvidyd. 

-60 Acording to the Kosa, VII, p. 108, among the six abjinas cited by these sutras (e.g., DIgha, III, p. 281), the last three 
are vidyas: the memory of previous existences, the divine eye and the destruction of the impurities. 
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one, two or three generations, [72a] ten, a hundred, a thousand or ten thousand kalpas, even 80,000 kalpas, 
but beyond that, their memory stops and they know no more. This is why they do not have the complete 
knowledge of the divine eye ( divyacaksurvidya ). [Their knowledge] of future generations (, anagatajanma ) 
likewise [is imperfect]. On the other hand, the Buddha knows the time of arising ( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti) 
and cessation ( bhanga ) contained in a single moment ( ekaksana ), the time of arising of the fetters 
( samyojana ), the time of their duration and the time of their cessation. He knows which fetters are cut 
during the stage of patient acceptance of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksanti) and the patient acceptance of the 
cognition of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksantih). He knows that by freeing oneself thus from the fetters 
(samyojanavimocana ), liberation of conditioned dharmas ( samskrtadharma) is obtained in such and such a 
place, and liberation of unconditioned dharmas ( asamskrtadharma) is obtained in another place, and so on 
up to the patient acceptance similar to the Path (, mdrgopamaksanti ) and the fifteen mind-moments of the 
path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamarga ).^61 All of this is unknown to the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas because their time is limited. It is thus that the Buddha knows the history ( niddna ) of past 
beings ( atitasattva ) and the [moment of the] destruction of their impurities ( dsravaksaya ). He knows the 
future ( andgata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) in the same way. This is why he is said to be "endowed 
with the knowledges and the practices." 

By practices ( carana) we mean here physical and vocal acts kKdyavdkkarman ).^62 p or the Buddha alone, 
physical and vocal acts are perfect (sampanna )^^; in all others, they present faults. He is therefore called 
Vidyacaranasampanna. 


261 The Path proper is the path of abandonment of the passions ( prahanamarga ). It begins with the Path of seeing 
( darsansmdrga ) consisting of the understanding ( abhisamaya ) of the four truths. It is composed of sixteen thoughts, four 
thoughts for each truth. Let us take as example the cognition of the truth of suffering ( duhkhasatya ). At the first moment, 
the arya takes hold of the truth of the suffering of kamadhatu by means of a patient acceptance called duhkhe 
dharmaksanti. At the second moment, he cognizes this same truth by means of a knowledge called duhkhe dharmajhana. 
By this very fact, he cuts the possession (prdpti ) of a certain category of afflictions ( klesa ), then he takes possession of the 
destruction of these afflictions. At the third and the fourth moments, through a new patient acceptance and a new 
knowledge, he takes hold of and then grasps the truth of the suffering of rupa- and arupyadhatu, and expels, in two times, 
the category of afflictions relative to them. The same exercise is repeated four times for the other three truths, which 
makes a total of sixteen moments, involving a total of eight patient acceptances and eight knowledges. At the sixteenth 
moment, the arya obtains the fruit of entry into the stream ( srotadpatti ); he is assured of arriving at liberation. But before 
attaining nirvana, he must still travel the Path of meditation ( bhdvanamdrga ) and destroy the passions which the seeing of 
the truths had not been able to extirpate. - For further details, see Lav., Note sommaire sur le Chemin , Kosa, V, p. IV-XI; 
Notes sur le chemin du Nirvana, Bull, de la Cl. des Lettres de l'Ac. Roy. de Belgique, 1924, p. 282-296; 1925, p. 15-34; 
Morale, p. 93-117. 

262 gy carana ^ the Visuddhimagga, p. 202, means: discipline ( silasamvara ), sense restraint ( indriyesu guttadvarata), 
moderation in eating (bhojane mattanhuta), vigilant zeal (jagariyanuyoga ), the seven virtues ( satta saddahmmd, cf. 
Aiiguttara, IV, p. 3-7) and the four dhyanas of the material realm ( cattari rupdvacarajjhdndni). 

263 g ee below, k. 26, p. 247b-c: the physical, vocal and mental acts of the Buddha are preceded by knowledge and are in 
conformity with knowledge ( sarvakdyavdgmanaskarma jhdnapurvamgama jndnanuparivarti). This is one of the 18 
special attributes of the Buddha ( avenika buddhadharma). 
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SUGATA 264 


He is also called Sieou k'ie t'o ( sugata ). Su means 'good' and gata means either 'to go' or 'speaking' (gad). 
Therefore the expression means the 'Well-gone' or the 'Well-spoken'. 

The Buddha has transcended by all kinds of deep concentrations ( gambhira samddhi) and numberless great 
wisdoms (apramana mahdprajna). Thus a stanza says: 

The Buddha has omniscience ( sarvajndna ) as his chariot. 

By means of the eightfold noble Path, he has gone to nirvana. 

This is why he is called Sugata, well-gone. 

2. He is Sugata, well-spoken, because he preaches the doctrine according to the true nature ( satyalaksana) 
of the dharmas and without being attached ( abhinivesa ) to the doctrine. Taking into account the degree of 
wisdom ( prajndbala ) of his disciples, he uses every skillful means (updya) and the power of his 
superknowledges ( abhijnd ) to convert them (parinama). He alone knows who can be saved, who is sick or 
weakened, what each one needs to be saved, to whom it is suitable to preach generosity (ddna) or 
discipline ( sfla ) or nirvana, to whom he can expound the system ( dharma ) of the five elements 
(pancaskandha ), the twelve causes ( dvddasahetupratyaya) or the four truths (caturdryasatya), etc., in order 
to introduce them into the Path. 

It is under aspects such as these that he knows the extent of knowledge (jndnabala) of his disciples and 
that, consequently, he preaches the doctrine. This is why he is called Sugata, well-spoken. 


LOKAVID 265 

He is also called Lou kia pai (lokavid). Loka means world and vid means to know. The expression thus 
means 'Knower of the world'. 

Question. - How does he know the world? 

Answer. - 1. He knows two kinds of worlds: (i) the animate world (sattvaloka), (ii) the inanimate world 
(i asattvaloka ) in their true nature ( satyalaksana ). He knows the world (loka), its cause (hetu), its destruction 
(nirodha) and the supraworldly Path (lokottaramdrga). 


2 ^ 4 Four explanations in Visuddhimagga, p. 203: Sobhanagamanatta sundaram thanam gatatta sammagatatta samma ca 
gadatta Sugato. "He is Sugata because his path is noble, because he goes to a good place, because his walk is correct, and 
because he speaks (gad) correctly," 

265 visuddhimagga, p. 204: Sabbatha pi viditalokattd pana Lokavidu. The Buddha knows the world of the formations 
(sankharaloka), the world of beings (sattaloka) and the world of space (okasaloka) with all their subdivisions. 
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2. Furthermore, his knowledge of the world is not like conventional knowledge (samvrtijnana) or like 
heretical knowledge ( tirthikajnana ); he knows that the world is suffering (, duhkha ) because it is transitory 
(i anitya ), and non-substantial ( anatmaka ) because it is suffering. 

3. Finally, he knows that the world by its nature is neither eternal ( sdsvata ) nor non-eternal ( asdsvata ), 
neither finite ( antavat) nor infinite ( ananta ), neither changing (c yuta) nor unchanging ( acyuta ). Fie is not 
attached ( abhinivisate ) to such characteristics ( laksana ). Pure ( visuddha ), eternal ( nitya ), unalterable 
(i avipranasa ), [the world] is like space ( dkdsasama ). This is why he is called Lokavid. 


ANUTTARA 266 

[72b] Fie is also called ,4 neon to lo (anuttara ), i. e., Without superior. Why is he Anuttara? 

1. Nirvana is the highest dharma. The Buddha alone knows this nirvana; he has not learned it from another. 
Besides, he guides beings and leads them to nirvana. Just as nirvana is without superior among all the 
dharmas, so the Buddha is without superior among beings. 

2. Furthermore, no-one is his equal and, a fortiori, surpasses him in discipline ( sila ), samadhi and wisdom 
( prajna ). This is why he is called Anuttara. 

3. Furthermore, A indicates negation and uttara means refutation. All the systems of the heretics ( tfrthika ) 
can be refuted and destroyed because they are false ( asatya ) and impure ( avisudda ). But the doctrine of the 
Buddha cannot be either refuted or destroyed because it escapes any discussion 
( sarvavivadasamatikranta ); it is true ( satya ) and pure {visuddha). This is why he is called Anuttara. 


P U RU S AD AM Y AS ARATHI 267 

He is also called Fou leou cha t'an miao so lo t'i ( purusadamyasarathi ). Purusha means man, damya 
means to be converted and sdrathi means the leader of a caravan. The expression thus means 'Leader of the 
caravan of men to be converted'. 


266 visuddhimagga, p. 204: ibid., p. 207: Attand panel gunehi visitthatarassa kassaci abhavato natthi etassa uttara ti 
Anuttaro "There is no-one better endowed with qualities than him; no-one surpasses him." 

Visuddhimagga, p. 207: Purisadamme sdreti ti.... pi amanussapurisa pi. According to this explanation, the purusas 
that the Buddha converts are male beings, whether they are animals (tiracchana), human ( mantissa ) or amanusyas. The 
Visudhimagga gives as example some conversions of animals: Apaldla (Divyavadana, p. 348, 385; Samanatapasadika, 
IV, p. 742; Mahavamsa, XXX, v. 84; Hiuan-tsang, tr. Beal, I, p. 122; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 29). Culodara and Mahodcira 
(Mahavamsa, I, v. 45 seq; Samanatapasadika, I, p. 120); Aggisikha and Dhumcisikha (Samanatapasadika, I, p. 120); 
Aravdla (Mahavamsa, XII, v. 9-20; Samantapasadika, I, p. 65); Dhanapdlaka (this is the well-known elephant ( Nalcigiri ). 
- Conversions of amanusyas, e.g., Alavaka (Sarattha, I, p. 317; Suttanipata Comm. I, p. 217-240); Suciloma and 
Kharaloma (Samyutta, I, p. 207 seq; Suttanipata, II, 5). Sakka (DIgha, II, p. 263 sq.). 

We will see below that the Mpps gives a broader extension to the word purusa; it sees in it not only 'males' but any 
human being whatsoever, male, female or hermaphrodite. 
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1. With his great loving kindness ( mahamaitri ), his great compassion ( mahdkarund ) and his great wisdom 
(mahdjnana) he uses a voice that is sometimes sweet ( saksna ), sometimes harsh ( parusa ), sometimes 
lukewarm (saksnaparusa) so that the caravan ( sdrtha ) does not lose its way.^68 Some stanzas say: 

The doctrine of the Buddha is a chariot, the disciples are the horses, 

The true dharmas are the merchandise, the Buddha is the leader. 

When the horses stray from the path and wander from the way, 

The Buddha corrects them and controls them. 

If they do not spurn his orders, 

He carefully sets them back onto the narrow path. 

But if they are incorrigible, he abandons them. 

This is why he is a peerless leader. 

2. Furthermore, there are five kinds of leaders ( sdrathi ): (i) the law of one’s parents, brothers and sisters 
and the family, (ii) the law of the village head, (Hi) the law of the mandarin. These three laws govern the 
present life, (iv) King Yen lo (Yama) governs the future life, (v) the Buddha ensures the well-being (/ 7 /to) 
[of beings] by present happiness ( ihatrasukha ), future happiness (paratrasukha) and the happiness of 
nirvana (nirvanasukha). This is why he is the supreme leader. People do away with the [first] four laws 
soon enough; they are unable always to observe them. The Buddha governs (tche) men by means of the 
threefold Path ( mdrgatraya ). He never abandons them along the way. Just as the self-nature ( svalaksana) 
of fire ( tejas -) accompanies fire until it is extinguished ( nirodha ), so the Buddha, who procures good 
dharmas ( kusaladharma ) for men, follows them up to their death and does not abandon them. This is why 
the Buddha is called Purusadamyasarathi. 

Question. - The Buddha converts ( vinayati) women (sin) also and makes them fond of the Path. Why is it a 
question of men only [in the name purusadamyasarathi]? 

Answer. - 1. Because men are noble whereas women are lowly, because the woman follows the man and 
because the man [alone] is master of his actions. 

2. Furthermore, women encounter five hindrances ( avarana ): they cannot become cakravartin king, or 
Sakradevaraja, or Maradevaraja, or Brahmadevaraja.269 This is why the Buddha does not say it [here]. 


268 Allusion to Kesisutta of the Anguttara, II, p. 112 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, no. 923, k. 33, p. 234b-c): Aham kho Kesi.... pi 
vinemi. 

269 ■p[ le source j s Majjhima, III, p. 65-66 (missing in Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 723; Anguttara, I, p. 28; Vibhanga, p. 
336; Nettipakarana, P. 93: "It is impossible that in the present and the future a woman should become a perfectly 
enlightened arhat (= the Buddha), a cakravartin king, Sakra, Mara or Brahma. That does not happen." (atthanam etam 
anavakaso.... n'etam thanam vijjati). Thus there are five impossibilities for a woman: she cannot be Buddha or cakravartin 
or Sakra (Indra) or Mara or Brahma. 
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3. Finally, if one said that the Buddha is the leader of the caravan of women ( strfsarathi ), this would be 
disrespectful. By saying that he is [the leader of the [72c] caravan] of men, all classes of [human beings] 
are included. When [one says] "The king is coming", one knows that he is not coming alone but is 
accompanied by his retinue ( parivdra )270; in the same way, when one speaks of men ( purusa ), [mentally] 
one includes hermaphrodites ( ubhayavyanjanaka ), asexual beings (, avyanjanaka ) and women (stri). This is 
why [only] men are spoken of [here]. For these reasons the Buddha is called Purusadamyasarathi. 


SASTA DEVAMANUSYANAM271 

Fie is also called Cho to t'i p'o ma neon clw nan (sasta devamanusyanam). Sasta means teacher, deva 
means gods and manusydndm means men (in the genitive case). The expression thus means "Teacher of 
gods and men". Why is he called teacher of gods and men? The Buddha shows [gods and men] what 
should be done and what should not be done, what is good ( kusala ) and what is bad ( akusala ). Those who 
follow his instructions do not abandon the doctrine of the Path and acquire liberation from their passions 
(,kleshavimoksa ) as reward ( vipdka ). Thus he is called Teacher of gods and men. 

Question. - The Buddha [does not save only gods and men]. Fie can save also the beings who have fallen 
into other destinies ( gati ) such as the nagas, the asuras, etc. 272 Why is it said only that he is the teacher of 
gods and men? 

Answer. - 1. The Buddha rarely saves beings belonging to the other destinies, whereas he frequently saves 
those who are reborn among gods and men. [This is why it is said that he only saves gods and men.] Just as 
when a man is white in color, even if he has black stains on his face, he is not described as a negro, 
because the black is insignificant. 


The Saddharmapundarika, p. 264, retains this rule, but modifies its formulation slightly: Panca sthanani stry adyapi.... 
pancamam avaivartikabodhisattvasthanam. There are exceptions to the rule: thus it is known, p. 263, that the daughter of 
Sagara, king of the nagas "is capable of reaching the state of fully accomplished Buddhahood" ( sa samyaksambodhim 
abhisambodhim samartha). 

The Mpps, which is familiar with the case of Sagara's daughter to which it will allude below, (k. 4, p. 92b) sees here the 
impossibility of maintaining the canonical formula in its integral text. As a good exegetist, it resorts to a compromise that 
consists of retaining the textual plan while completely emptying it of its content: it recognizes that a woman encounters 
five impossibilities, but it enumerates only four of them: women cannot be cakravartin, Sakra, Mara or Brahma. 

This omission is deliberate and is not to be explained by a mere omission for, later on (k. 9, p. 125a6), it will say that a 
woman cannot become a cakravartin king or Sakradevendra or Maradevaraja or Brahmadevaraja, but it carefully omits 
saying that she cannot be Buddha. 

270 jjjg same comparison in Atthasalini, p. 67: Ycithd raja dgato.... yeva dgato tipannayati. 

271 cf. Visuddhimagga, p. 208: Ditthadhammikasampardvikaparamatthehi.... c'etam vuttam. 

272 s ee above the examples of conversions among animals and amanusyas. Visuddhimagga, p. 208-209, tells the story of 
the frog Mandaka which, at Campa, was listening to Buddha preaching, when a cowherder, leaning on his stick, crushed 
his head; it was reborn among the Trayastrimsa gods (cf. Vimanavatthu, V, 1; Vimana Comm., p. 216 sq.; Milinda, p. 
350; Samantapasadika, I, p. 121). 
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2. Furthermore, the fetters ( samyojana ) among men ( manusya ) are light and detachment ( nirvedacitta ) is 
easy to attain ( sulabha ). Wisdom ( prajna ) is sharp (tiksna) among the gods. This is why the Path is easily 
found in these two states. This is not the case in the other destinies ( gati ). 

3. Furthermore, by saying ‘gods’, all the heavenly ( svarga) beings are included; by saying ‘men’, all the 
beings on the earth ( prthivi ) are included. Why? Because in the heavens, the gods are the principal 
(i adhimatra ) beings, and on earth, men are the principal beings. Therefore by saying "gods" all the beings 
in the heavens are included, and by saying ‘men’ all the beings on the earth are included. 

4. Furthermore, among men, moral discipline (silasamvara), the path of seeing the truths 
( satyadarsanamarga ), the path of meditation (, bhavanamarga ), and the fruits of the path ( mdrgaphala ) are 
found. In the other destinies, these benefits cannot be found according to some or very rare according to 
others. 

On the other hand, they are easy to obtain and very frequent among gods and men. This is why the Buddha 
is the teacher of gods and men. 

5. Finally, among men, the causes of happiness ( sukhahetu ) are frequently cultivated; among gods, the 
fortunate reward ( sukhavipdka ) is common. The causes [73a] of happiness are all the good dharmas 
(kusaladharma); happiness ( sukha ) is the reward ( vipdka ) of these good dharmas. In destinies [other than 
those of gods and men], the causes of happiness and fortunate reward are rare. This is why the Buddha is 
the teacher of gods and men. 


BUDDHA 273 

He is also called Fo t'o (buddho) [in the language of Ts'in, scholar]. What dharmas does he know? He 
knows all dharmas, past ( atfta ), future ( andgatd ) and present ( pratyutpanna ), animate and inanimate 
(sattvdsattvasamkhyata ), permanent and impermanent ( nitydnitya ). He knew them all completely under the 
bodhi tree ( bodivrksa ). This is why he is called Buddha. 

Quesion. - Other individuals also know all the dharmas, e. g., Mo hi cheou lo (Mahesvara) [in the languag 
of Ts'in, Great Lord]: he has eight arms ( astabhuja ), three eyes ( trinetra, tiyaksa) and he is mounted on a 
white bull (vrsavdhana) [Nandi]. Or also the god Wei nieou (Visnu) [in the language of Ts'in, Pien wen, 
Univeral Eye]: he has four arms ( caturbhuja ), holds a conch (sahkd) and a wheel ( cakra ), and rides a 
golden-winged bird ( garuda ). Or also the god Kieou mo lo (Kumara): he holds a cock ( kukkuta ), a bell 
(ghanta), a red standard ( lohitapatdkd ) and is mounted on a peacock ( sikhigata ).274 


373 The Visuddhimagga, p. 209, gives four explanations of which here is the first: Yam pana kind heyyam nama. 
sabbass' eva buddhatta vimokkhabtikananavasena Buddho. Cf. Mahaniddesa, p. 457-458; Patisambhida, I, p. 174: n'etam 
namam matara katam.... yadidam Buddho ti. - Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 191-192, refers to the definitions of the Mpps, T 1509, 
k. 70, p. 552b; Nirvanasutra, T 375, k. 16, p. 712b; Kosa, I, p. 1; Buddhabhumisastra, T 1530, k. 1, p. 291b; Vibhasa, T 
1545, k. 143, p. 735b; T 1851, k. 20B, p. 864c. 

374 Mahesvara.Visnu and Kumara, that is, Siva, Visnu and Brahma are the gods of the brahmanical trimurti. 
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1) Mahesvara or Siva - Jou ta tch'eng louen, T 1634, k. 2, p. 46b: When one has purified the tenth level, one acquires 
immense and infinite dharanis and upayas, one realizes all the pratisamvids and all the vasitas, one becomes 
Mahesvaradevaputra, one is also the support of all the universes. Question. - Is this Mahesvara of whom you speak the 
same as or different from the Mahesvara [known] in the world? Answer. - This Isvara of the pure abodes ( suddhavasa ) is 
not the Isvara [known] in the world. He has the same name as your Isvara but he is not the same individual. There is a 
Mahesvara of the pure abodes and there is also a demon Mahesvara ( pisacamahesvara ). - Mahesvara and Visnu are often 
mentioned together, e.g., in the Nagarjuna's Madhyamakasastra, T 1564, k. 1, p. lb; Aryadeva's Satasastra, T 1569, k. 1, 
p. 168a (tr. Tucci, Pre-Dinnaga, p. 1; the Kosavyakhya, p. 7. - In his Comm, on the Kosa, T 1821, K. 7, p. 140a, P'ou 
Kouang, in speaking of Rudra, says: Rudra means violent. This is a synonym for Mahesvara. The god Mahesvara has, as 
a whole, a thousand names, but here below in the phenomenal world, he has sixty and Rudra is one of them. The heretics 
T'ou houei (Pamsupata, Pasupata?) say that Isvara transcends the three worlds ( trailokyatikrdnta ) and that he has three 
bodies: (i) a body of the law ( dharmakaya ) which fills the dharmadhatu; (ii) a body of enjoyment ( sambhogakaya ) that 
abides at the summit of the form realm ( rupadhdtu) in the palace of the Isvaradevas. In the Buddhist texts, it is said that 
the god Mahesvara has three eyes and eight arms and that his body is 6000 yojanas in height; (iii) an apparitional body 
( nirmanakaya ) that adapts its form [to beings] of the six destinies ( gati ), teaches them and converts beings in every way. - 
In his Treatise on the nirvana of the heretics, T 1640, p.l57c (tr. Tucci, T'oung Pao, 1925-26,p. 25 sq.), Aryadeva says: 
The fruit is a result of Mahesvara; Brahma is the cause; Mahesvara is but one nature of three parts: Brahma, Narayana (= 
Visnu) and Mahesvara. The earth (prthivi) is his support. The god Mahesvara is the master of the earth. All animate and 
inanimate beings in the three worlds have come from the god Mahesvara. Mahesvara's body has space ( akasa ) as its head, 
the waters ( dpah ) as urine, the mountains (parvata) as excrement; all beings are the wonns in his belly; the wind (vayu) is 
his vital [breath]; fire ( tejah) is his warmth; sins and merits (apattipunya) are his actions. These eight things comprise the 
body of Mahesvara. The god Mahesvara is the cause of production and destruction. Everything comes from the god 
Mahesvara and is destroyed by him: he is called nirvana. This is why teachers of the school of Mahesvara say that the god 
Isvara produces all things and is the cause of nirvana. - Ki tsang (549-623), of Parthian origin, in his commentary on the 
Satasastra, T 1827, k. 1, p. 244a, adopts these teachings: The beings of the six destinies, gods and terrestrial substances, 
are the body of the god Ishvara. This is why the god Isvara manifests in all three bodies: body of Isvara, body of 
Narayana and body of Brahmadeva. The body of the god Esvara has eight parts: the ether is his head, the sun and moon 
are his eyes, etc. [as above]. - The Mahaparinirvanasutra, translated by Dharmaraksema (385-433) which lasted a long 
time in Central Asia and Kasmir, has a text important for the origins of Saivism, T 374, k. 19, p. 476b: Actually, there is a 
great teacher called Kiel lo kieou t'o kia tchen yen (Krakudha-Katyayana). He knows everything ( sarvajfid ), sees 
everything ( savadrs ) and knows the three worlds. In one instant he could see innumerable infinite universes and so could 
his disciples ( sravaka ). He causes beings to eliminate their faults. Just as the Ganges purifies all sins whatever they may 
be, inner or outer, so this great kind teacher can efface the inner and outer sins of all beings. He teaches these disciples the 
following doctrine: If a person kills all beings and experiences no remorse ( hri ), he will not fall into the evil [destinies]: 
he is like space {akasa) impermeable to dust and water. But those who experience remorse will enter into hell ( naraka ): 
they are like the great oceans that flood the earth. All beings are creatures of the god Esvara. The god Esvara is the joy 
and happiness of beings. He is angry with the sufferings of beings. Sins {dpatti) and merits ( punya ) of all beings are 
controlled by this Isvara. How could one say that men are responsible for sin or merit? When a craftsman constructs a 
wooden robot, this robot walks, sits and lies down, alone it cannot speak. It is the same for beings: the god Isvara is like 
the craftsman, beings are like the wooden robot. 

Except for the eight arms, the description of Siva given here by the Mpps corresponds to the epithets tryaksa, trinetra, 
sadardhanayana "three-eyed god" [Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 219-220), Vrsavdhana ‘Seated on a bull’ [Bhavagirisa, 
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1, 197, 21). On the other hand, it is rather far from the traditional iconographical type: The ascetic generally has four 
anns; the two upper hands hold a drum ( dhakka) and a deer ( mrga ), the two lower arms make the gesture of generosity 
( varadahasta ) and absence of fear ( abhayahasta). As well as his two human eyes, he has a third eye in the forehead. As 
clothing, he wears only a tiger skin, and as a necklace, a live snake. On his high brahmanical head-dress he wears the 
crescent moon, a skull - the fifth head of Brahma - and the siren of the Ganges (R. Grousset, Civilizations de I'Orient , II, 
L'Inde, Paris, 1930, p. 171-172; see also Mythologie asiatique illustre, Paris, 1928, p. 93-98). - This traditional type of 
Siva is decribed precisely in an anonymous undated text, the Che eul t'ien kong yi kouei (Dvadasadevpuj akalpal), T 
1298, p. 386a: In the north-west, the god Isana, also called Mahesvaradeva. He is seated on a yellowish bull (?) His right 
hand holds a kie po pei (kapdla , i.e., a skull) full of blood; his left and holds a san ki tch'ouang (trisula , or trident). The 
color of his body is light blue. His three eyes are blood-shot. He has two fangs sticking upward, and skulls as necklace 
( keyura ), on his head-dress, the crescent moon. 

2) Visnu. See below, k. 8, p. 116a; k. 10, p. 128a and Hobogirin, Bichu, p. 76-68. - His main hands hold the wheel (iron 
wheel with a thousand spokes, symbol of the sun); they give him the epithet Sankhacakradhara (Mahabharata, 3, 189, 
40). For his physical aspect in the epic, Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 204-207; for his mount, the garuda, ibid., p. 108, 
203. Illustrations, Mythologie asiatique illustre, p.103 sq. 

3) Kumara. According to Ki tsang, in his commentary on the Madhyamakasastra, T 1824, k. 1, p. 14c, Kumara means 
'young man'; this is none other than king Brahma of the first dhyana (cf. Kosa, III, p. 2-3), called thus because he has the 
aspect of a young man. He is also called Narayana, that is, the origin of beings. - According to the Pi tsang ki cited in the 
Bukkyo daijiten, p. 310b, the god Kumara has the fonn of a young man with six faces, yellow in color, holding a sword 
and seated on a peacock. - In Brahmanism, this is the god Skanda (cf. Hopkins, Epic Mythology’, p. 227-231). God of war, 
he is Sanatkumara, 'Ever youthful', one of Brahma's sons (Mahabharata, 12, 37, 12). In the eulogy to Siva (ibid., 13, 14, v. 
378), he appears beside Uma, seated on a peacock and holding a bell and a spear. His birth is told in the Mahabharata, 9, 
43-46. Nursed by the Krttikas (Pleiades), he developed six mouths in order to suckle them, hence his epithet of the six¬ 
faced god ( sadanana, sanmukha). 

We may ask why Nagarjuna talks about three gods here, Mahesvara, Visnu and Kumara, whereas in the 
Madhyamakasastra (T 1564, k. 1, p. lb) he mentions only the first two. The question has been asked by Li tsang in his 
commentaries on the Madhyamakasastra (T 1824, k. 1, p,14c) and Aryadeva's Satasastra (T 1827, k. 1, p. 243c-244a). He 
answers in the following way: (i) The three gods of the heretics take the place for them of the three kayas: Isvara is the 
root, like the dharmakaya; Visnu is the enjoyment, like the sambhogakaya; Brahma is produced by emanation in Visnu's 
navel, and he is comparable to the nirmanakaya. But the Mahaprajnaparamitasastra teaches three bodies; this is why it 
mentions three gods. [This is a mistake; the Mpps teaches only two bodies; see Hobogirin, Busshin, p. 181], The 
Madhyamaka and the Satasastra teach only two bodies, that of the law and that of enjoyment; this is why they mention 
only two gods, (ii) Brahma is found in Visnu's navel; there is no need to mention him separately. 

The trinitarian notions implied by the Brahmanical trimurti doctrine and the Buddhist theory of the trikaya mark the end 
of a long evolution. In both systems it appears that dualism probably preceded trinitarianism. The epics formulate the 
trimurti only late in time and in a single passage: Mahabharata, 3, 272, 47. The late epic poems present Visnu and Siva as 
two aspects of the same god; they do not try to establish a trinitarian theology (Cf. Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 231). 
Similarly in Buddhism, the Hlnayana scriptures and many important Mahayana texts recognize only two bodies for the 
Buddha, the fleshly body born from father and mother, and the body of the law. The theories of the trikaya mark the end 
of a long evolution. - Besides, the Brahmanical trimurti is well known to the Buddhist masters; allusion is made to it, e.g., 
T 1640, p. 157c; T 1003, k, 2, p, 611; T 1796, k. 2, p. 595b. 
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Answer. - 1. They cannot be omniscient. Why? Because their mind remains attached (abhinivista) to hatred 
( dvesa ) and pride (, abhhimana ). Some stanzas say: 

Gods of painting and sculpture, 

Gods of tradition and the hymns!, 

These four kinds of gods 

All of them brandish a weapon in one hand. 

Out of weakness they fear others 

Or out of spite they dread them. 

Whether they fear others from necessity 

Or they dread them from weakness, 

The gods are all eternal cowards, 

Unable to escape from the suffering of death. 

Those who revere and honor them 

Can fall into a sea of misery. 

Those who distrust and scorn them 

Can enjoy good fortune here below, 

We should know that these gods are false, unreal. 

This is why the wise man does not believe in the gods. 

Beings in the world 

Wander about as a result of their actions: 

By virtue of merits, they are reborn in the heavens. 

By virtue of mixed actions, they are reborn among humans 
The destiny of the world depends on causes and conditions; 

This is why the wise man does not depend on the gods.^ 75 


“75 By affirming that the gods are false and without reality, that the wise man does not believe in the gods, these stanzas 
depart somewhat from Buddhist tolerance. 

1) Buddhism is atheistic in the sense that its entire system rests on kanna and retribution. All beings transmigrate as a 
result of their actions: these are their past deeds which detennine their good or unfortunate destiny. Action takes the place 
of fate. There is no place for a creator distributing good and evil among his creatures. Buddhism has always opposed 
theistic systems ( aisvarikci ) that make out of their god a Lord ( Isvara ) creator and controller of everything. - Aiiguttara, I, 
p. 174 (= Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 13), k. 3, p. 435b): Those who reduce everything to creation of the Lord 
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(issaranimmana) no longer have any inclination to act, make no effort to do this and avoid it. - Santideva in 
Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 119-126 (tr. Lav., p. 135-137): "God is the cause of the world." - What do you mean by 'God'? 
The elements? Then it's not worth the trouble for a matter of words ( ndmamatra) to take so many pains to prove the 
existence of God. - Are you saying that God is too great for us to be able to understand him? His qualities also transcend 
the mind and how can the quality of maker of the world be attributed to him? Moreover, we will ask what he wishes to 
create ( srastum). Would it be the atman, the 'self of the creatures? But this is eternal. Would it be the elements? They are 
eternal. Would God create himself? He is eternal. Besides, consciousness is not created by God since, at all times, it 
comes from the object; suffering and pleasure proceed from action. Then what is it that God has created? - If God acts 
without wishing, he is evidently subject to another; if he acts by wishing, he is subject to desire. Therefore if he acts, he is 
not sovereign (Isa). - The debate in Kosa, II, p. 311-313: V, p. 19, continues as follows: That things are produced by a 
single cause, by God, Mahadeva or Vasudeva, is inadmissible for many reasons: (i) If things were produced by a single 
immutable cause, they would all arise at the same time; but everyone knows that they arise successively. If the order of 
their production depended on causes external to God, God would no longer be the sole cause, (ii) God creates out of his 
own satisfaction or for that of his creatures. If he creates for his own satisfaction, he has something to gain and he is not 
God. If he creates for the satisfaction of beings, how can you explain that the latter are victims of all the sufferings? (iii) 
To affirm the creative activity of God is to unwarrantedly posit an invisible and uncontrollable Cause and to neglect the 
visible causes the efficacy of which can be proven. 

[On Buddhist atheism, Lav., Atheism, ERE, p. 183; Morale, P. 12-14; Oltramare, Theosophie, p. 228-231], 

2) Atheistic insofar as Buddhism rejects any belief in a Supreme Being, it is theistic insofar as it welcomes gods of all 
kinds into its pantheon. The threefold world is populated with gods. Theologically speaking, it is understood that the deity 
has but a temporary nature, for the gods are subject to transmigration: an animal can be reborn in a divine form just as a 
god can reincarnate in the world of humans or animals. But with this exception, Buddhism, the connections of which with 
popular religions are many, seems to be very favorable towards gods. In his previous existence, the Buddha Sakyamuni 
was king of the Tusita gods. It was at the request of Brahma Sahampati that he agreed to preach the Dharma. During his 
ministry, he dwelt for three months among the gods in order to preach the Abhidhanna to his mother. A quick reading of 
the Lalitavistara allows one to appreciate the importance of the role played by the devas and the devatas in the biography 
of the Buddha. They form a backdrop in front of which the heroic achievement of the Buddha is played out. From the 
beginning, they are represented on religious monuments where the faithful offer them worship. For the Buddhist 
pantheon, see A. Getty, The Gods of Northern Buddhism, Oxford, 1928; Rh. D., Buddhist India, p. 210 sq.; Lav., Dogme 
et Philosophie, p. 173); but the oldest texts insist on the existence of the gods and their beneficence to the faithful. - 
Majjhima. II, p. 212-213: Sangarava asks the Buddha: Do the gods exist? "I know with certainty, O Bharadvaja, that the 
gods exist" ( thannaso me tamviditam yaditam atthi deva). Why did you not say that at the beginning? "Because 
everybody knows very well ( ucce sammatam lokasmim ) that the gods exist." - DIgha, II, p. 88 (cf. Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 
2, p. 12c): Where man has established his dwellings, he supports with his gifts good men who know how to control their 
senses; he brings offerings to all the gods of that place. The gods, revered and honored by him, honor and revere him in 
turn. They surround him with their tenderness like a mother to the child born from her womb. The man who enjoys the 
favor of the gods sees only happiness around himself. - Aiiguttara, III, p. 77: The son of good family with his wealth.... 
honors, respects, reveres and pays homage to the deities who are worthy of his offerings ( balipatiggdhika devatd). Thus 
honored, these very kind deities have compassion for him and say: "Long life to you. May your long life be protected." 
The son of good family, pitied by the gods, can attain prosperity and not decline. - The good deities are all converted to 
Buddhism. They seve as the messengers of the Buddha (cf. DIgha, III, p. 14; Majjhima, I, p. 497), and often go to 
recommend his doctrine to people. Thus they went to find the householder Ugga to tell him: "The Dharma has been well- 
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2. Furthermore, the three gods [Mahesvara, Visnu and Kumara] wish the fulfillment of all their desires for 
those who love them; to those whom they hate, they wish the seven destructions. The Buddha is not like 
that. While he was still the Bodhisattva, he offered his flesh (mdmsa), his head ( siras -), his eyes ( nayana ), 
his marrow ( majja ) and his brain ( mastaka ) to his enemies ( amitracaura ) who had come to kill him.276 


preached by the Buddha." ( svdkhdta, gahcipciti, Bhagavatd dhamma ); Ugga answered them ironically: "O deities, whether 
you recognize it or not, the Dhanna has been well-preached by the Blessed One." [This episode is given by Anguttara, IV, 
p. 211, and the Chinese version of the Madhyamagama, T 26 (no. 38), k. 9, p. 481a) - In a passage from the 
Ksitigarbhasutra cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 89, all the gods, from the devas to the pisacas, give the following 
assurance to the Buddha: Whoever will observe the holy doctrine and bring fame to the Three Jewels, we will protect 
him, we will preserve him and make him prosperous in ten ways. We will prolong his life and will always dispel the 
obstacles that threaten him. We will increase his health, his position, his wealth, his enjoyment and his pleasures, his 
sovereignty, his glory, his good friendships and the perfection of his wisdom. 

We must bear in mind the whole Buddhist tradition in order to appreciate the exact extent of the attacks directed at the 
gods "of painting, sculpture, tradition and hymns." It is not the deities attacked here by Nagarjuna, it is the foolishness of 
their sectarians who claim to raise them to the rank of a supreme Being. 

276 Miracles of generosity accomplished by the Buddha in his past existences. Similar enumerations, below, k. 12, p. 
146b3, 150b2; k. 17, p. 180a23. By borrowing these jatakas from the "Golden Legends" from Northwestern India, the 
Mpps shows its acquaintance with southern Buddhism. The first four miracles cited here are commemorated in the "four 
great stupas of northern India" mentioned by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858c 11 (tr. Legge, p. 32). The Chinese pilgrims who 
passed through Uddiyana and Gandhara - Fa hien about the year 400, Dong yun about 520, Hiuan tsang about 630 - did 
not fail to visit them; their location has been precisely determined by archeologists (cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, 
p. 8-9). 

(i) The "gift of the body" will be retold by the Mpps, k. 16, p. 170b26-28: Seeing a tigress about to devour her babies, he 
gave her the gift of his body. From other sources, mainly the Suvenaprabhasa, we know that the Bodhisattva was called 
Mahasattva, son of Maharatha, king of the Pancalas. His brothers were Mahapranada and Mahadeva. 

Sanskrit sources: Suvarnaprabhasa, ch. 18: Vyagnparivarta (ed. Hokei Odzumi, p. 185-213; ed. Nobel, p. 201-240; 
Jatakamala, ch. 1: Vyaghryataka (ed. Kern, p. 2-8); Avadanakalpalata, ch. 51, v. 28-59 (ed. Chandra Das, II, p. 53-61). 
Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 1532 (no. 4). k. 1, p. 32b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 15-17); P'ou sa pen hing king 
(T 155, k. 3, p. 119a25; Pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no, 1), k. 1, p. 332b-333b; P'ou sa t'eou sseu ngo hou k'i t'a yin 
yuan king, T 172, vol. Ill, p. 424b-428a; Hien yu king T 202 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 352b-353b (tr. Schmidt, Der Weise und der 
Thor, p. 21-26); Kin kouang ming king (T 665 (no. 26), k. 10, p. 450-456; King liu yi suang (T 2121, k. 31, p. 162). 

The stupa of the "gift of the body", on Banj peak in the south-east of Mahaban, was visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b9 
(tr. Legge, pg. 32), by Song yun, T 2092, k. 5., p. 1020b7 (tr. Chavannes, Voyage de Song Yun, BEFEO, III, p. 411), and 
by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, p. 885cl4-20 (tr. Beal, I, p. 145-146; Watters, I, p. 253). 

Iconography: Mathura, J. Ph. Vogel, La sculpture de Mathura, Paris, 1930, p. 62 and pi. XX. - Central Asia, A. 
Griinwedel, Altbuddhistische Kultstatten, Berlin 1912, fig. 446. 447; A. von Le Coq - E.Waldschmidt, Budd. Spatantike. 
VI, 24-25. - Formosa, G. Ecke - P. Dcmieville, Twin Pagodas ofZayton, Cambridge, Mass., 1935, pi 41. 

(ii) The "gift of flesh" will be fully told below, k. 4, p. 87c-88. 

(iii) The “gift of the head": King Candraprabha of Bhadrasila (according to other sources. King Mahaprahasa of Varanasi) 
is renowned for his generosity. The brahmin Raudraksa comes to ask him for his head. The ministers Mahacandra and 
Mahldhara offer him a head made of precious substances; the brahmin does not accept; the king attaches his hair to a tree 
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And so, now that he has become Buddha, he will even less spare his life. This is why only the Buddha can 
bear the name Buddha. One must pay homage ( namas -) [73b] to the Buddha, take the Buddha as teacher 
and not serve the gods. 


SARVANAROTTAMA 


and cuts his head off himself to give it to the brahmin. - The Chinese pilgrims locate the scene near Taksasila, the name of 
which, says Chavannes, must have given rise to the legend by a false etymology: Taksasira = ‘cut-off head’, in place of 
Taksasila = ‘cut-off rock’. - At any rate, the future Buddha renewed the gift of his head during a thousand successive 
births. 

Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, ch. 22, p. 314-328; Avadanakalpalata, ch. 5, (vol I, p. 154-175). 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 5), k. 1, p. 2b-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 17-19(; P'ou sa pen yuan 
king, (T 153 (no. 5), k. 2, p. 62c-64c; Ta fang pien fo pao ngen king T 156, k. 5, p. 149b-150b; Yue kouang p'ou sa king, 
T 166, vol III, p. 406-408 (corresponds to Divyavadana); Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 31), k. 6, p. 387b-390b (cf. Schmidt, 
Der Weise und der Thor, p. 174-183); P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 114, p. 593a26; King liu yi siang, T 2121, K. 25, p. 137a-c. 
The stupa of "the gift of the head" at Taksasila near Shah-Dheri, was visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b7-8 (tr. Legge, p. 
32) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 3, p. 884c21-23 (tr. Beal, I, p. 138: Watters, I, p. 244). 

(iv) The "gift of the eyes": King Sibi gives his eyes to Sakra who transformed himself into a vulture (or a brahmin). The 
gift is rewarded and he soon recovers his sight. 

Pali sources: Sibijataka, no. 499 (Jataka, IV, p. 401-412); Cariyapitaka, I, 8, p. 77-78 (tr. Law, p. 99-100); Milinda, p. 119 
sq. (tr. Rh. D„ p. 179). 

Sanskrit sources: Avadanasataka, I, p. 182-186 (tr. Feer, p. 124-127); Jatakamala, chap. 2: Sibijataka, p. 6-14 (tr. Speyer, 
p. 8-19). 

Chinese sources: Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200 (no. 33), k. 4, p. 218a-c; Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 32), k. 6, p. 390b-392c 
(cf. Scmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 288-300). The stupa of "the gift of the eyes" at Puskarmavati near Carsadda was 
visited by Fa hien, T 2085, p. 858b4-5 (tr. Legge, p. 31) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881z23-24 (tr. Beal, I, p. 
110; Watters, I,p.215). 

(v) The "gift of marrow": When he was king Utpala, the Bodhisattva wrote a text of the Dharma with one of his broken 
bones as pen, his marrow as ink and his skin as parchment. This episode is told in the Kien yu king, T 202, k. 1, p. 351b 
(cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 15; P. E. Foucuax, Grammaire de la langue tibetaine, Paris, 1858, p. 211-212); 
P'ou sa pen jing king, T 155, k. 3, p. 119b 16. The scene occurred at the Monastery of the Lentils ( masurasamghdrdma ) at 
Gumbatai, near Tursak, in Buner, and was visited by Song Yun, T 2092, k. 5, p. 1020b 11-14 (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, 
p. 412) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 3, p. 883al2-13 (tr. Beal, I p. 124; Watters, I, p. 233-234). This episode is also told 
in the Mpps, k. 16, p. 178c and k. 49, p. 412a, but the hero is the brahmin Ngaifa (Dhannarakta) or Lo fa (Dhannarata); 
besides, he writes the stanza "with his skin as parchment and his blood as ink"; there is no mention of marrow. Thus it is 
possible that the Mpps, speaking of the "gift of marrow" was not thinking of this episode. 

In the "gift of marrow", I [Lamotte] rather see an allusion to the jataka where prince Candraprabha "broke one of his 
bones and pushed out the marrow to cure a sick man." This deed is told by the Mpps below, k. 12, p. 146b. It is also 
known to the Ratnakuta where the prince, like the rsi mentioned above is called Utpala (cf. Ta pao tsi king, T310, k. Ill, 
p. 631a; Maitreyaparipriccha, T 349, p. 188c; King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 10, p. 55b). 
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Moreover, the Buddha possesses two things: (i) great qualities ( guna) and the power of the 
superknowledges ( abhijna ), and (ii) an absolutely pure mind ( paramasuddhacitta ) and the destruction of 
the fetters ( samyojananirodha ). Although the gods have an accumulation of merit ( punyasambhdra ) and 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ), their fetters are not destroyed and consequently their mind is not pure. 
Since their mind is impure, their miraculous power is decreased. Among the sravakas and the 
pratyekabuddhas, the fetters are destroyed and the mind is pure; nevertheless, as their accumulation of 
merit (punyasambhdra ) is reduced, their power ( prabhdva ) is weak. In the Buddha, the two qualities [merit 
and purity of mind] are perfected ( paripurna ). This is why he is called Sarvanarottama, Superior to all 
men. He is the only one to surpass all men. 


OTHER EPITHETS 

Bhagavat means endowed with qualities, as has been said above. He is also called: 

A so mo (asama) [in the language of the Ts'in, Without equal], 

A so mo so mo (asamasama) [ibid., Equal to that which is without equal]. 277 
Lou kia na t'a (lokanatha ) [ibid.. Protector of the world]. 

Po lo k'ie (paraga) [ibid.. Having reached the other bank]. 

P’o t'an t'o (bhadanta) [ibid., Venerable one]. 

Che li k'ie na (sriguna) [ibid., Perfection of beauty]. 

These are his innumerable epithets. His parents named him Si ta t'o (Siddhartha) [in the language of the 
Ts'in, Profit-realized one]. When he found the Path and understood all dharmas, he was called Buddha. 
When he accepted the worship of gods and men, he was also called by the names Bhadanta, Sriguna. Thus, 
in various ways, names are given to him according to his qualities. 


THE OMNISCIENT BUDDHA 


277 Asamasama, epithet found, e.g., in the Saddharmapundarika, p. 456, the Mahavastu, III, p. 231, the Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 529, 6379. Burnouf and Kern translate it as 'equal to that which has no equal’; but the early interpretations vary: (i) 
completely incomparable (T 1718, k. 10, p. 1712); (2) the Buddhas are not the same (asama) as beings but the 
dharmakaya is the same (sama) in nature (T 1522, k. 2); (3) There is no equality (asama) between Buddha and non- 
Buddha, there is only equality (sama) between Buddha and Buddha (T 1775, k. 1; T 1721, k. 12); (4) in the nine spheres, 
the mind of beings cannot succeed in equalizing things; it is only in the Buddha sphere that he can; the mind of the 
Buddha is thus equal (sama) to the unequaled (asama) (T 1728, k. 10). In the same way, the six paramitas are equal to the 
unequaled Buddha (T 1509, k. 40). These different interpretations have been gathered together in Hobogirin, 
Ashamashama, p. 38. 
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Question. - You are a partisan of the Ksatriya clan! As son of king Suddhodana, the Buddha was called 
Siddhartha. It is out of [flattery] that you are decorating him with great names and that you call him 
omniscient (sarvajna). He is not an omniscient one. 

Answer. - Not at all! Rather, it is you, maliciously, are jealous and slander the Buddha. The omniscient one 
truly exists. Among all beings the Buddha is unequaled for his beauty (; rupa ), grace (prasdda ) and 
perfection ( rjutva ). By his characteristics (, laksana ), his qualities ( guna ) and his brilliance ( dloka ), he 
surpasses all men ( sarvanarottama ). Humble people who saw his physical marks ( kdyalaksana ) recognized 
him to be omniscient ( sarvajna) and, a fortiori, the Great Man (mahapurusa). 

Thus in the Fang nieoup'iyu king (Gopalakavadanasutra)^^ j s 5 ^- 

The king of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha), P'in p'o so lo, invited the Buddha and his five hundred disciples for 
three months. The king required fresh milk (navamta ksfra) and cream ( sarpais -) to offer to the Buddha 
and the assembly of monks (, bhiksusamgha ). He ordered the cow-herders ( gopdlaka) to establish 
themselves in the neighborhood and to bring fresh milk and cream every day. At the end of the three 
months, the king, out of compassion for these cow-herders, said to them: "Come and see the Buddha, and 
then you can go back and keep your herds." The cow-herders, while coming to the Buddha, talked to one 
another along the way: "We have heard it said that the Buddha is omniscient (sarvajna). We are lowly and 
humble, how could we judge if he is really omniscient? The brahmins, who love cream, always come to 
visit the cow-herders; they are friendly to us. Through them, the cow-herders have heard speak of all kinds 
of works and brahmanical texts. They have spoken to us about the four Wei t'o (Vedas) and the knowledge 
[73c] they contain: therapeutic ( bhaisajya ) and military arts (ksatradharma), astronomy (jyotisa ), 


The craft of cow-herding and in particular the eleven rules to be observed for the well-being of herds have been 
described in almost identical terns by many texts. The documents can be classified into two groups: the 
Mahagopalakasutta and the Gopalalcivaddna. 

1) The Mahagopalakasutta is attested by two Pali editions and four Chinese versions: 

(i) Majjhima, I, p. 220-224 (tr. Chalmers, I, p. 157-159; Neumann, I, p. 514-523. 

(ii) Aiiguttara,V, p. 347-353 (tr. Woodward, V, p. 224-227; Nyanatiloka, V, p. 514-518). 

(iii) Chinese Samyukta: Tsa a an, T 99 (no. 1248), k. 47, p. 342. 

(iv) Chinese Ekottara: Tseng yi a han,T 125, k. 46, p. 794. 

(v) A single sutra transl. by Kumarajiva under the title Fang nieou king, T 123,, p. 546. 

(vi) A single sutra transl. by Hiuan tsang under the title Yuan k'i king, T 124,, p. 547. 

2) The Gopalakavadana, development of the preceding sutra which has come down to us in Sanskrit fragments and two 
Chinese collections: 

(vii) Kalpanamanditika, ed. Liiders, p. 177-178 

(viii) Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no, 61), k. 11, p. 316b-319a (tr. Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p.308-313). 

(ix) Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 2, p. 73b-74c. 

The translation of the eleven rules of the ox-herder present some difficulties. S. Levi has compared the Pali text with the 
Chinese versions no. iii, iv and viii (Asvaghosa, Le Sutrdlamkdra et ses sources, JA, July-Sept., 1908, p. 140-144). The 
comparison of all these sources would take us too long, but here below we will give the Sanskrit and Pali text of the 
eleven rules. 
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sacrificial rites ( yajnadharma ), chants ( gitd ), teaching ( upadesa ), dialectic ( codyadlwrma ): in brief, the 
sixty-four arts ( kald ) in use in the world.-^ The son of Suddhodana (the Buddha) is wise and learned 
(bahusruta); if he knows these things, we cannot object to him in any way. But he has not kept cows from 
the time he was born [like we have]. We will ask him about the secrets of breeding. If he knows them, he is 
truly omniscient." 

While they were talking thus, they entered into the Tchou yuan (Venuvana) and saw the rays of the Buddha 
which lighted up the woods. They approached the Buddha and saw him seated under a tree; he was like a 
golden mountain in size; like a butter-lamp, he shone with great brilliance; like molten gold, he spread a 
golden light over the Venuvana. The cow-herders could not take their eyes off him; their hearts felt great 
joy. They said to one another: 

This lion of the Sakyas, 

Is he omniscient or not? 

When one sees him, one is forced to rejoice, 

The investigation is already conclusive. 

His rays of light are extremely luminous. 

His aspect is noble and grave, 

His physical marks majestic, his qualities perfect. 

He is saluted by the name of Buddha. 

His marks are quite evident 

His power is complete, 

His merits and his qualities are intertwined 

Those who see him are compelled to love him. 

A halo ( vyomaka ) surrounds his body. 

Those who contemplate him cannot be surfeited. 

If the omniscient one exists 

He must necessarily possess these qualities. 

All the paintings, 

Jewelry, ornaments and images 

That would try to imitate this wondrous body 

Are unable to equal it. 


“79 These 64 worldly arts are enumerated in the Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 311-312. 
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He can fulfill those who contemplate him 
And cause them to find supreme happiness. 

[74a]By seeing him, one has absolute conviction 
That he is certainly omniscient. 

Having thought thus, they greeted the Buddha and sat down. They asked him: "How many rules for the 
cow-herder ( gopdlaka ) should be kept so that his herd ( gogana ) prospers ( spdtikr -), how many rules 
should he neglect for his herd to decrease and lose its prosperity (yogaksema)? " The Buddha answered: "If 
he observes eleven rules, the cow-herder is able to make his herd prosper (ekddasabhir ahgaih samnvdgato 
gopdlako bhavyo goganampariharitum spjdtikartum). What are these eleven rules?^^ (l) He knows their 
colors ( rupam jdndti). (2) He knows the distinctive marks ( laksandni jdndti). (3) He knows how to brush 
them ( dsdtikdh sdtayati). (4) He knows how to heal their wounds ( vranam praticchddayati). (5) He knows 
how to make smoke [for them] ( dhumam kartd bhavati). (6) He knows the good paths (vfthim jdndti). (7) 
He knows what the herd needs ( pftham jdndti). (8) He knows the fords ( tfrtham jdndti). (9) He knows 
the good pasturs ( gocaram jdndti). (10) He knows how to milk them (sdvasesadohf bhavati). (11) He 
knows how to pay respect to the leaders of the herd (ye ca te rshabhd gavdm patayas tan atirekapiijdya 
pujayitd hod). The cow-herder who observes these eleven rules can make his herd prosper. In the same 
way, the bhiksu who knows eleven rules can make his good dharmas (kusaladharma) progress 
(vardhayati). 

(1) How does he know the colors? The cow-herder knows the black (krsna), white (avadmata) or mottled 
colors [of his herd]. In the same way, the bhiksu knows that all matter is made up of the four great elements 
(mahabhuta) or of matter derived from the four elements ( updddyarupa ).-^2 

(2) How does he know the distinctive marks? The cow-herder knows the favorable and unfavorable marks. 
When his animals mix with other herds, he recognizes them by these marks. In the same way, the bhiksu, 
finding in someone the mark of good actions, recognizes him to be a wise person (pandita ), finding in 
someone else the mark of bad actions, recognizes him to be a fool ( bdla ).^83 

(3) How does he know how to brush them? The cow-herder brushes ( sdtayati ) them and destroys the 
insects ( dsdtikd ) that drink the blood [of his animals] and aggravate their wounds. In the same way, the 


-80 I [Lamotte] have borrowed the Sanskrit equivalents of these 11 rules from the Kalpanamanditika, p. 177. They 

correspond exactly to the Pali text (Majjhima, I, p. 222; Aiiguttara, V, p. 351; only the order differs: (1) rupannu hoti . 

(11)... atirkapujaya ekapitjayapujeta hoti. 

-81 PTtam jdnmati, in Sanskrit, pftham janati, presents some difficulties. In Pali, pita means drink; and Buddhaghosa 
(Papanca, II, p. 259) comments on this rule by saying: gopalakena.... janaitabbam hoti. - In Sanskrit, pitha, which also 
means 'water' or 'drink', can also mean "time' or 'epoch'. At least this is the meaning Kumarajiva gives the expression in 
the various translations he has made of the Sutra of the cow-herders: T 123: He knows the cows that are in heat ( ngai 
nieou). - T 291: He knows the rule that makes the cows go into and out of rut. - T 1509: He knows what the herd needs. 
282 Qf Anguttara, V, p. 351: bhikkhuyam kind.... yathdbhutampajdndti. 

-83 Ibid., p. 351: bhikkhu kammalakkhano.... pajjanati. 
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bhiksu chases away the insects of perverse views that drink the blood of the roots of good (kusalamula) 
and aggravate the wounds of the mind ( cittavarana ). When he has chased them away, there is safety 
( yogaksema). 

(4) How does he heal their wounds? The cow-herder, with the help of cloth (pata), herbs (trim) or leaves 
(parna), heals the small stings caused by mosquitoes ( masaka ). Similarly, by means of the holy Dharma 
(read yi tcheng fa, saddharmena), the bhiksu heals the wounds inflicted by the six sensory pleasures. He 
does not allow himself to be stung by these bad insects called desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance 
(moha). 

(5) Why does he know how to make smoke? [By making smoke, the cow-herder] drives away the 
mosquitoes (masaka); seeing the smoke at a distance, the cows go towards his house. Similarly, the bhiksu 
preaches the Dharma according to the teachings he has received (yathdsruta)284 and drives away the 
mosquitoes of the fetters (samyojana). By the smoke of their preaching ( dhannadesana ) they invite beings 
to enter into the abode of the non-self (anatman), of the true nature ( satyalaksana ) and of emptiness 
(sunya). 

( 6 ) How does he know the paths? He knows the the good paths to be used and the bad paths to be avoided 
by the herds. In the same way, the bhiksu knows the eightfold noble path ( diydstdngika marga) that leads 
to nirvana; he avoids the bad paths of nihilism (uccheda) or eternalism ( sdsvata ). 

(7) How does he know the needs of the herd? The cow-herder acts in such a way that his animals multiply 
and are not sick. In the same way the bhiksu, when the Dharma is preached to him, experiences the pure 
joy of the Dharma (visuddhadharmaveda) and his roots of good (kusalamula) increase. 285 

(8) How does he know the fords? The cow-herder knows the places easy of access, easy to cross, sheltered 
from the waves (taranga) and from nasty insects (krmi). In the same way, the bhiksu goes to the wise 
monks (bahusruta) and questions them on the Dharma. Preachers (dharmabhdnaka) who know in advance 
if the mind (citta) of their listeners is keen (tiksna) or dull (mrdu), if their passions (klesa) are light or 
heavy, [easily] lead them to good fords and have them cross safely (yogaksema). 286 

(9) How does he know the pastures? The cow-herder knows the places sheltered from ferocious beasts like 
tigers (vydghra) and lions (simha) and nasty insects (krmi). Similarly the bhiksu knows the safety 
(yogaksema) of the four foundations of mindfulness (smrtyupasthand) sheltered from the wild beasts that 
are the passions (klesa) and the evil maras. When he has penetrated there, he knows safety free of 
unhappiness. 

(10) How does he know how to milk them? It is because the cow (vatsd) loves her calf (vatsa) that she 
gives it her mlk. Also when the cow-herder [refrains from depleting her completely] and leaves her some 
milk, the cow is happy and the calf is not left thirsty. The owner of the herd and the cow-herder are both 


“84 ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu yathasutam yathdpariyattam dhammam vittharenaparesam desita hoti. 

“85 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu yathagatappavedite.... pdmujjam. - According to Buddhaghosa (Papanca, I, p. 173) -veda, in 
the expression dhammaveda is synonymous with joy (somanassa). 

“86 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu ye te bhikku bahussutd.... kahkham pativinodenti. 
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benefited each day. Similarly, when the farmers ( vaisya ) and the lay people ( avaddtavasana ) give the 
bhiksu garments ( cTvara ) and food (, ahara ), he knows how to stay within bounds ( mdtra ) and not deplete 
them entirely.287 Thus the generous patrons ( ddnapati ) are content, their faith ( sraddhacitta ) remains 
intact, and the [monk] who enjoys their gifts ( pratigrahaka ) is not wearied [by their alms]. 

(11) How does he know how to pay respect to the leader of the herd? Specially designated big cows watch 
over the herd. It is necessary to take care of them and watch that they do not get thin. The cow-herder gives 
them oil ( taila ), decorates them rings ( keyiira, niska ) and gives them an iron horn (ayahsrnga) as a sign. He 
blushes them, flatters them and calls them [by their name]. In the same way, as is customary (yathdyoga ), 
the bhiksu serves (satkaroti) and venerates (pujayati) the high individuals of the community ( samgha ) who 
protect (pdlayanti) the Buddhadharma, conquer (, abhibhavanti ) the heretics ( tfrthika ) and lead the eightfold 
community to plant (, avaropana ) the seeds of good (kusalamula).28% 

When the cow-herders heard these words, they had the following thought: "[Of all these rules] we 
ourselves knew only three or four. Our masters themselves only know five or six. And so, hearing these 
words of the Buddha, we cry out at the miracle ( adbhuta ). If the Buddha knows the craft of cow-herding, 
he also knows everything else. He is truly omniscient ( sarvajna ), there is no doubt about it." 

This sutra has been recited here fully. By it, we know that the Omniscient one exists. 

Question. - There cannot be an omniscient one in the world. Why? Because nobody has seen the 
Omniscient one. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Just because one cannot see something, one cannot say that it does not exist. 

1. A thing really exists, but since it is hidden ( gudha ), one does not see it. Thus the origin of the clan 
(gotra ) of a man, the weight ( gurutva ) of the Himalayas, the number of grains of sand of the Ganges 
(gangdnadivdlukdsamkhyd ) really exist but one cannot cognize them. 

2. A thing does not exist and, because it does not exist, one does not see it, for example, a second head 
( dvitiya sTrsaka) or a third hand ( trtfya hasta)', it is not because they are hidden that one does not see them. 

Thus, because the Omniscient one is hidden, you do not see him; but nonetheless, he exists. Why is he 
hidden? [Because those who ought to see him] do not possess the required four kinds of faith289, and their 
minds are attached ( abhinivisate ) to error. It is because he is hidden to you that you do not see the 
Omniscient one. 


787 Ibid., p. 352: bhikkhu saddha gahapatikd.... mattam janatipatiggahandya. 

788 ibid., p. 353: bhikkuye te bhikkhu thera rattanna.... pciccupatthdpciti V vic'eva mho ca. 

289 These are the four types of faith that accompany the awareness of the Buddhist truths which are called 
avetyaprasada: faith relating to the Buddha, the Dhanna , the Samgha and the disciplines held by the saints ( dryakdntdni 
sfldni). Cf. DTgha, III, p. 227; Majjima, I, p. 37, 46; II, 51; III, p. 253; Samyutta, II, p. 99; IV. p. 271, 304; V, p. 343, 409; 
Anguttara, I, p. 222; II, p. 56; III, p. 212, 332, 451; IV, p. 406; V, p. 183; Avadanasataka, II, p. 92; Madh. vrtti, p. 487; 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 6823; Bodh. bhumi, p. 161, 327; Kosa, VI, p. 292; Kosavyakhya, p. 605. 
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Question. - There is no Omniscient one because the things that he must know (Jneya ) [to be omniscient] are 
numberless. The dharmas are innumerable ( apramana ) and infinite ( ananta ). If many men together cannot 
know them, how could one single man know them? Therefore there is no Omniscient one. 

[74c] Answer. - if the dharmas are innumerable, the wisdom ( prajna ) of the Buddha itself is immense 
{ananta). it is like an envelope: if the letter is big, the envelope is large; if the letter is short, the envelope is 
small. 

Question. - The Buddha himself has preached the Buddhadharma, but he has not spoken about the other 
sciences, medicine ( bhaisajya ), geography ( bhugolavidya ), astronomy (jyotisa ), arithmetic ( ganana ), 
politics (nfti), etc. If he is omniscient, why has he not spoken of all these sciences? Therefore we know that 
he is not omniscient. 

Answer. - 1. He knows everything, but he talks about it when it is useful and does not talk about it when it 
is useless. If he is questioned, he speaks; if he is not questioned, he says nothing. 

2. Furthermore, he has spoken of everything in general ( samdsatah) as being of three types: (i) conditioned 
phenomena ( samskrtadharma ), (ii) unconditioned phenomena (asamskrtadharma), (iii) inexpressible 
phenomena ( avdcyadhanna ). These three categories include all the dharmas. 

Question. - We know that the Buddha is not omniscient because he did not reply to fourteen difficult 
questions.290 What are these fourteen difficult questions? 


290 These fourteen difficult questions are often referred to in scholasticism by the tenn "Fourteen reserved or non-defined 
points" ( caturdasavyakrtavastuni ). Cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 446; Madli. avatara, p. 250-251 (tr. Lav. Museon, 1911, p. 297-298; 
Kosa, V, p. 43. The Pali canon and the Chinese translation of the Madhyamagama (T 26) list only ten reserved points. (1- 
2) Sassato loko. asassato loko. (3-4) Antava loko. anatava loko. (5-6) Tam jivam tarn sariram, annam jivam annam 
sariram. (7-10) Hoti tathdgato param maraud, na hoti tathdgato param maraud, hoti ca na ca hoti tathdgato param 
maraud, ueva hoti na na hoti tathdgato param maraud. This formula, the most frequent, occurs in DTgha, I, p. 187-188; 
Majjhima, I, p. 157, 426, 484; Samyutta III, p. 213-216; III, p. 258; IV, p. 280. 391-392; V, p. 418. The same fonnula is 
repeated in Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 221), k. 60, p. 804b (corresponding to Majjhima, I, p. 426). 

But most of the Chinese Nikayas are already familiar with these fourteen points. As a general rule, when a Pali sutta 
enumerates ten points only, the corresponding sutra in the Chinese Samyukta counts fourteen: Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 962), 
k. 34, p. 245c (corresponds to Majjhima, I, p. 484); ibid., (no. 963), k. 34, p. 246 (corresponds to Samyutta, III, p. 258); 
ibid., (no. 968), k. 34, p. 248c (corresponds to Aiiguttara, V, p. 186); ibid., (no. 408), k. 16, p. 109a-b (corresponds to 
Samyutta, V, p. 418). - The fourteen points are also in the abridged version of the Chinese Samyukta, T 100 (no. 196), k. 
10. p. 445a; (no. 202), k. 11, p. 448c. - The Chinese version of the DIrgha also has sixteen points by adding two 
supplementary points to nos. 13 and 14 of the fonnula of fourteen points: Tch'ong a han, T 1 (no. 28), k. 17, p. 111a 
(corresponds to Dlgha, I, p. 187-188). - As do all the treatises of scholasticism, the Mpps adopted the fonnula of fourteen 
points. A few rare texts (DTgha, I, p. 16; III, p. 137; Majjhima, II, p. 233) modify the fourteen point formula by adding 
attd in front of the word loka that appears in the first eight points. Thus they say: sassato atta ca loka ca. asassato atta ca 
loka. etc. - This modification has been adopted here by the Mpps. - [There is an abenant formula in the Chinese version 
of the Ekottara, Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 43, p. 784b: Does the self exist? Does it not exist? Does it both exist and not 
exist? Is the world eternal? Is it non-eternal? Is the world finite? Is the world infinite? Is the soul the same thing as the 
body? Is it different from the body? Does the Tathagata die? Does he not die? Is there death? Is there no death?] 
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(1-4) Are the world and the self eternal? Are they non-eternal? Are they both eternal and non-eternal? Are 
they neither eternal nor non-eternal? ( sasvato lokas cdtmd ca, asdsvato lokah cdtmd ca, sdsvatas 
cdsdshvatah ca lokah cdtmd ca, naiva sasvato ndsdsvatas ca lokah cdtmd ca). 

(5-9) Are the world and the self finite? Are they infinite? Are they both finite and infinite? Are they neither 
finite nor infinite? ( Antavdn lokas cdtmd ha, anantavdn lokah cdtmd ca, antavdmh ca lokas cdtmd ca, 
naivdnantavdn ndnantavdms ca lokas cdtmd ca). 

(9-12) Does the Tathagata [or the saint freed from desire] exist after death? Does he not exist after death? 
Does he both exist and not exist after death? Is it false that he both exists and does not exist after death? 
(bhavati tathdgatah param mdrandn na bhavati tathdgatah param marandd bhavati ca na bhavati ca 
tathdgatah param marandn naiva bhavati na na bhavati ca tathdgatah param marandt). 

(13-14) Is the life-principle the same as the body? Is the life-principle different from the body? ( Sa jfvas 
tac chariram, anyo jrvo 'nyac charTram). 

If the Buddha is omniscient, why did he not answer these fourteen difficult questions? 

Answer. - 1. These questions are futile and that is why the Buddha did not answer them. The eternity 
(.sdsvata) of the dharmas is unnecessary ( ayukta ); their cessation ( uccheda) is even more unnecessary. This 
is why the Buddha did not answer. If it is asked how many liters of milk ( ksfra) is given by a cow's horn, 
that is not a proper question and it is not necessary to answer it. Besides, the universe ( lokadhdtu ) has no 
end ( anavastha ): like a chariot wheel ( rathacakra ), it has no beginning and no end (apurvdcarama). 291 


The Buddha always declined answering these questions and some Indianists have used this as an excuse to present him as 
an agnostic. Some are even of the opinion that his agnosticism conceals a total nihilism: if the Buddha refused to provide 
a solution to the great problems that preoccupy humanity, it is because he had answered in the negative in petto, de La 
Vallee Poussin, who has always argued in favor of the blessed nirvana, has put forth and discussed these interpretations in 
his article Agnoticisme, ERE, I, p. 220-225, and in his work. Nirvana, Paris, 1923, p. 85-129. Probably early Buddhism, 
more preoccupied with asceticism than with metaphysics, did not ask these questions, but when they were raised in the 
course of time, it thought they could be evaded by condemning them as irrelevant and even dangerous under the pretext 
that they were not directed towards the discipline of salvation. 

“91 The first point contains the answer to the first two series of questions: "Is the world eternal, etc.", "Is the world finite, 
etc." 

The first question should be rejected because it clashes with the condemnation of the viewpoints of etemalism 
(sasvatadrsti) and nihilism ( ucchedadrsti'). Cf Udana, p. 33: ye hi keci samana va brdhmana va.... bhavasmd'ti vadami. - 
The same text is given in the Tibetan Udanavarga XXXII, 40, p. 136: dge sbyoh bram ze shed pa/.... brjod par byal - 
Madh. vrtti, p. 530: Ye kecid bhiksavo bhavena.... vibhave trsna ca. 

The second question is also to be rejected because the world does not admit a limit and by that very fact avoids the 
categories of finite and infinite. 

[By 'world' ( loka) the universe is meant here. But Kosa, IX, p. 267, tells us that, by /oka, some mean the soul ( dtman ), 
others, transmigration ( samsara ).] 
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2. Furthermore, there is no advantage in answering these questions, but there is the disadvantage of leading 
[the questioner] into error.292 The Buddha knows that these fourteen difficult points hide the four truths 
(catur dryasatya ) and the true nature ( satyalakshana ) of the dharmas endlessly. If there are noxious insects 
at a [75a] ford, people should not be invited to cross there. A place should be safe (yogaksema ) and 
without danger (, anupadrava ) so that people can be invited to cross. 

3. Furthermore, some say that these questions can be understood only by the Omniscient one; since [other] 
men cannot understand them, the Buddha does not reply.293 

4. Furthermore, some people call existent (sat) that which is non-existent ( asat ), and call non-existent that 
which is existent. They are not 'omniscient'. The Omniscient one does not call non-existent that which 
exists, does not call existent that which does not exist; he preaches only the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of 
the dharmas. Why should he not be called omniscient? The sun (surya) does not create the mountains and 
the valley nor does it create the plains, but it does illuminate everything uniformly. In the same way, the 
Buddha does not make non-existent that which exists, does not make non-existent that which does not 
exist. He always speaks the truth ( satya ) and the brilliance of his wisdom (prajndloka ) illuminates all the 
dharmas. He is like a unique path ( ekamdrga ). When people ask the Buddha if the twelve-membered law 
( pratrtyasamutpada ) was created by the Buddha or by another, the Buddha answers: "I have not created the 
twelve-membered law nor has anyone else created it. Whether Buddhas exist or do not exist, birth (jdti) is 
the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of old age and death ( jaramarana ): that is the eternal and enduring 
law. "294 The Buddha teaches that birth is the cause and condition of old age and death, and coming to the 
end [of the causal chain], that ignorance (avidyd) is the cause and condition of the formations (samskdra). 


292 xhis second point concerns the fourth series of questions: "What is the nature of the life-principle?" The answer 
depends on the intention of the questioner. Vacchagotta, who believes in the existence of the soul, receives an answer 
different from Phagguna who disbelieves in it. See above. 

393 Some Buddhists gladly confine themselves to 'the charcoal-burner's faith' without trying to understand the mysteries. 
Cf. Samdhinirmocana, VII, 19, p. 200: Some beings do not understand the Buddhist fonnulas correctly; however, they 
stick to it and are faithful to it. They say: "The sermons preached by the Lord are profound... We don't understand their 
meaning... But the intellect of the Buddhas is profound, the nature of things is also profound. The Tathagata knows, we 
don't know. The preaching of the Tathagata penetrates into each being according to their various levels of faith." - 
Ratnakuta cited inthe Siksasamuccaya, p. 55: yesu casya gambhvresu buddhir... pravartatata iti. 

394 Later (k. 32, p. 298a), the Mpps will return to this sutra and will indicate the reference to it: As is said in the Tsa a 
han (Samyuktagama), a bhiksu asked the Buddha if the twelve-membered law had been made by the Buddha himself or 
by someone else. The Buddha said to the bhiksu: “It is not I who made the twelve-membered law and nobody else has 
made it. Whether Buddhas exist or do not exist, this dharma-nature of the dharmas, this subsistance of the dharmas, is 
stable” (utpadad vd tathdgatandm anutpadad vd tathagatanam sthitaiveyam dharmandm dharmatd dharmasthititd). As a 
result, that being, this is; by the production of that, this is produced, namely, the formations originate from ignorance; 
from the fonnations consciousness originates, and so on up to: [from birth] originates old age, suffering and moaning, 
sadness, grief and despair. This is the origin of this mass of suffering (yad uta asmin satidam bhavati.... 
duhkhaskandhasyotpado bhavati). Conversely, that not being, this is not; from the cessation of that, this ceases, namely, 
by the cessation of ignorance, the formations cease; by the cessation of the formations, consciousness ceases, and so on 
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5. Furthermore, to reply to the fourteen difficult questions would be to commit a fault. If you ask of what 
type is the size or the physique of a son of a barren woman and a eunuch ( vandhydpandakaputra)295 , that 
would not deserve an answer, for such a son does not exist. 

6 . Furthermore, these fourteen difficult questions are wrong views ( mithyddrsti ), are not realities ( satya ). 
Now the Buddha is occupied only with realities. This is why he stops ( sthdpayati ) and does not answer. 

7. Finally, to be silent and not answer is an answer. There are four ways of answering ( vyakarana ): (i) 
answering in a categorical way ( ekdmsena vyakarana)'. [this is how he answers when it concerns], for 
example, the Buddha, the absolute {paramo), nirvana and salvation (yogaksema ); (ii) answering by 
distinguishing (vibhajyavydkarana); (iii) answering by asking a question {pariprcchdvydkarana)\ (iv) 
answering by not replying (sthapamyavyakarana). Here the Buddha answers by not replying.296 

You say that there is no omniscient one! Such a statement is absurd and consitutes a serious falsehood 
(mrsavada). In fact, the Omniscient one exists. Why? Because he has attained the ten powers ( bala ), he 
knows what is possible ( sthana) and what is impossible ( asthana ), he knows the causes and conditions 
(hetupratyaya) and the retribution of actions (, karmavipdka ), he knows the samadhis and the deliverances 
(vimoksa), he knows the good or bad faculties of beings ( sattvendriyavardvara ), he knows the various 
kinds of deliverances from desire (; nandvidharaganirmoksa), he knows the innumerable lineages (sing, 38 
and 5) of all the types of universes ( ndndvidhalokadhdtva-pramdnagotra ), he knows all the abodes 
(vihdra) and their paths ( mdrga ); he knows the conduct ( caryd) and the thoughts ( manasikdra) [of beings] 
in their previous existences ( purvajanma ), he has acquired the discrimination of the divine eye 
(i divyacaksw-vyakti ), he knows the cessation of all the impurities (s ai’vdsravaksaya), he distinguishes 


[by the cessation of birth] old age and death, suffering and moaning, sadness, grief and despair cease. This is the cessation 
of all this mass of suffering (tatrdvidydnirodhdt . nirodho bhavati)." 

This sutra, which is absent in the Pali Samyuttanikaya, has its exact correpondent in the Chinese Samyuktagama (Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 299), k. 12, p. 85b-c) which situates it at Kiu-lieou-cheou Tiao-nieou-tsiu-lo (Kurusu 
Kalmasadamyanigama). This sutra has nothing new in it except its beginning, where the Buddha affirms that the 
pratltyasamutpada has not been made by him or by any other person; the rest is an accumulation of stock phrases 
endlessly repeated in the canonical scriptures, both Pali and Sanskrit. The well-known formula utpadad vd tathdgatandm 
... occurs with several variations in Samyutta, II, p. 25 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 296), k. 12, p. 84b); Anguttara, I, p. 286; 
Visuddhimagga, p. 518; Salistambasutra in Lav., Theorie des douze causes, Gand, 1913, p. 73; Astasahasrika, p. 274; 
Laiikavatara, p. 143; Kosavyakhya, p. 293; Madh. vrtti, p. 40; Panjika, p. 599; Siksasamuccaya, p. 14. Dasabhumika, p. 
65. - L. de La Vallee Poussin (o.c, p. 109) also has found it in brahmanical sources: Bhamatl ad II, 2, 19; Tantravartitika 
(BSS, p. 163). 

“95 Q n this comparison, see above. 

296 Th ese f our wa ys of answering a question ( panhavyakarana ) are mentioned in DIgha, III, p. 229; Anguttara, I, p. 197; 
Milinda, p. 144; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 8, p. 5lb 1; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 29, p. 609a. These texts distinguish 
ekamsavyakaniyo paiiho, vibhajjavyakaramyo panho, patipucchavydkaramyo, thapaniyo paiiho. The Sanskrit text 
reproduced here is taken from the Mahavyutpatti, no. 1658-1661. - Definitions and examples in Kosa, V, p. 44-47. 

NOTE: The lengthy Pali and Sanskrit quotations have been abbreviated. 
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clearly between good (subha) and bad, he preaches a supreme doctrine (agradharma) in all the universes, 
he has acquired the taste of ambrosia ( amrtarasa ), he has found the middle path (madhyama pratipad ), he 
knows the true nature of all conditioned (samskrta) or unconditioned ( asamskrta) dharmas, he has rejected 
forever all desire of the three worlds ( trailokyardga ). It is for these reasons that the Buddha is omniscient. 

[75b] So be it! The Omniscient one exists, but who is it? 

Answer. - It is the supreme one (paramo), the Great Man (mahdpurusa), the one who is venerated in the 
three worlds ( trailokyajyestha ): he is called Buddha. 

Thus the Tsan fo kie (Buddhastotragatha) say: 

First-born (murdhaja) and king cakravartin. 

The Buddha is like the light of the sun and moon. 

He belongs to the noble line of the Sakyas 

He is the crown prince of king Suddhodana. 

At the moment of his birth, he moved three thousand Sumerus and stirred up the water of the ocean. 

In order to destroy old age, sickness and death. 

Out of compassion, he came to the world. 

At his birth, he took seven steps, 

His rays fdled the ten directions. 

He gazed four times and uttered a great cry: 

“My births”, he cried, “are finished.” 

Having become Buddha, I will preach a marvelous doctrine 
I will beat the dram of the Dharma loudly, 

By that 1 will awaken beings 

And the world out of the sleep of ignorance." 

In many forms, such were the miracles (adbhuta) that appeared. 

Gods and men, 

Seeing them, rejoiced. 

The Buddha had a body adorned with the marks. 

A great light shone on his face. 

All men and women 

Could not get enough of seeing him. 

When the child was nursed and fed, 
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His strength surpassed that of a nayuta of gandhahastin. 
The power of his rddhipdda was extreme, 

That of his prajna immense. 

The great rays of the Buddha 
Illuminated his body outwardly. 

In the midst of his rays, the Buddha 
Was like the moon in its splendor. 

The Buddha was criticized in many ways, 

He experienced no sorrow from that; 

The Buddha was praised in many ways, 

He experienced no joy from that. 

His great matin is extended to all. 

Enemies and friends alike, without distinction. 

All classes of intelligent beings 
Know all the effects of that. 

By the power of his ksdnti, lajjd, matin and karuna. 

He conquers the whole world. 

In order to save beings, 

From age to age, he accepts the effort and the pain. 

His mind is always concentrated 
On doing good for beings. 

He has the ten powers (bala) of knowledge (jndna ) 

And the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ). 

He possesses the eighteen special (dvenika) attributes 
And a treasury of immense qualities ( guna ). 

Such are the innumerable 
Powers of his prodigious qualities. 

Like a fearless lion 

He destroys the heretical systems, 

[75c] He turns the peerless wheel of Dharma, 

He saves and delivers the threefold world. 
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His name is Bhagavat. The meaning iartha) of this word is immense ( apramana ) and if one wanted to 
explain it fully, other points would have to be neglected. This is why we have spoken of it in general 
( samasatah ). 
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CHAPTER V: RAJAGRHA 


Sutra : The Buddha was dwelling in the city of Rajagrha (;rajagrhe viharati sma). 

Sdstra: This phrase must be explained now. 

Question. - Why is it said that the Buddha was dwelling at Rajagrha instead of describing the teachings of 
the Prajnaparamita directly? 

Answer. - The author mentions the place ( desa ), the time ( kdla ) and the individuals (pudgala ) so that 
people will trust ( sraddhd ) his story. 


VIHARA 

What is meant by dwelling? 

1. The four bodily positions (iryapatha)™ 7 : sitting ( nisadana ), lying (s ayya), walking ( gamana ) and 
standing ( sthdna ) are called dwelling. The Buddha takes up these positions to frighten Mara's troops 
( marasena ) and so that his disciples will rejoice ( pramodante ) and enter into all kinds of dhyanas. 

2. Furthermore, there are three dwellings: divine abodes ( divyavihdra ), the abode of Brahma 
( brdhmavihdra ) and the abode of the saints ( diyavihdra ).298 

The divine abodes are the abodes of the six classes of the gods of desire ( kdmadeva). 

The brahmaviharas are the abodes of the Brahma gods, etc., up to the gods who are neither with nor 
without perception {naivasamjndndsamjndyatanadeva). 

The abodes of the saints are the abodes of the Buddhas, the pratyekabuddhas and the arhats. 

Of these three types of abodes, the Buddha chooses the aryavihara. But [here], out of compassion 
(i anukampa ) for beings ( sattva ), he abides in the city of Rajagrha. 

3. Furthermore, three things, generosity ( ddna ), discipline (sila) and good thoughts ( kusalacitta ) constitute 
the divyavihara. 

[76a] The four limitless minds ( apramdnacitta ): loving-kindness ( maitri ), compassion ( karund), joy 
( mudita ) and equanimity ( upeksd ) constitute the brahmaviharas. 

The three samddhis, namely, emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness ( dnimitta ) and wishlessness ( apmnihita ) 
are called aryavihara. The Buddha dwells in the aryavihara s. 


~97 On the four uydpathas, see, e.g., Samyutta, V, p. 78; Divyavadana, p. 161: c aturvidham iryatham kalpayati tadyatha 
cahkramyate tisthati nisTdati sayyam kalpayati. 

79^ DIgha, III, p. 220: Tayo vihdra: dibbo viharo. Brahmaviharo, ariyo viharo. 
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4. Finally, there are four kinds of abodes: divyavihara, brahmavihara, diyavihdra and buddhavihdra?-^ 
We have already spoken about the first three. As for the buddhavihdras, these are the innumerable 
samddhis such as the heroic walk ( suramgama ), the ten powers ( bala ), the four fearlessnesses 
(vaisdradya ), the eighteen special attributes (, dvenikadharma ) of the Buddha, omniscience ( sarvajndna) 
and wisdoms ( prajna ) of all kinds. It is also the 84,000 baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ), the means 
of saving men. 3 00 These various Buddha-qualities are the places inhabited by the Buddha: the Buddha 
abides there. 

The brief description of the viharas is finished. 


RAJAGRHA 

Question. - The great cities such as Cho p'o t'i (SravastI), Kia p'i lo p'o (Kapilavastu) and Po lo nai 
(Varanasi) are all royal residences ( rajagrha ). Why does this city alone bear the name of Rajagrha? 

Answer.301 - 1. Some people give the following explanation: A king of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha) had a son 
who, although he had but a single head, had two faces and four arms. The people took this as a bad omen; 
the king therefore cut off the baby's head and abandoned the body in the jungle ( kdntdra ). Li lo (Lila) 
rejoined the two parts of the body and nursed the child with her own milk. In the course of time, he grew 
up and became a man; his strength was so great that he was able to conquer the kings of other kingdoms; 
he owned the whole world and took all the kings, in the number of 18,000 men, and estabished them in the 
midst of five mountains;302 by mea ns of his great power, he governed Yen feou t’i (JambudvTpa). This is 
why the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa give these mountains the name 'City of the kings' residence' 
(rajagrha)?^ 

2. Others say the following: In the city in which the king of Magadha lived, there were fires; each time the 
city burned down, it was rebuilt. This happened seven times. The people of that country were overwhelmed 
by the work imposed upon them. Saddened and fearful, the king assembled all the wise men (pandita ) and 
asked their advice. Some said that he should change the location of the city. The king therefore sought out 
a place where he could settle; he saw these five mountains which formed an enclosure like a wall; he built 


299 Qf Bodh. bhumi, p. 90: tatra sunyatanimittapranihitavihara.... vihara ity ucyate. - Same definition in Samgraha, p. 
137. 

300 ■pjjjg j s t[ le 80,000 or 84,000 dhannaskandhas taught in order to heal the four types of adepts: cf. Mahasamghika 
Vinaya (Przyluski, Concile, p. 155) Theragatha, v. 1024; Sumangala, I, p. 24; Avadanasataka, II, p. 155; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 74, p. 385; Kosa, I, p. 45-47. 

In this paragraph Lamotte follows the translation of E. Chavannes, Cinq cents contes et apoplogues, III, p. 285-290, 
with a few modifications. 

302 These fi ve mountains were called in Pali Vebhara, Pandava, Vepulla, Gijjhakuta and Isigli. Cf. Majjhima, III, p. 68 
(= Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 32, p. 723a); Suttanipata Comm., Ill, p. 285-290). But previously they bore another name. 

303 Same explanation in Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 413; Rajagrha is called thus because many kings, such as Mandhata 
and Mahagovinda, lived there. 
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his palace ( rajakula ) there and settled in the center of this place. This is why this place is called 'City of the 
king's residence' (; rajagrha ).^04 

3. Here is another explanation: In times past, there was in this kingdom a king called P'o seou (Vasu) who 
renounced worldly things (lokadharmanirvinna), went forth from home ( pravrajita ) and became a recluse 
(rsi). At that time, the brahmins who were still householders ( grhasthabrdhmana ) and the hermits who had 
left the world (pravrajirarsi) had a debate. The grhastabrahmanas said: "According to the sacred texts, in 
the offerings to the gods ( devayajna ), living beings must be killed and their flesh must be eaten 
(mdmsa)."3®5 The pravrajitarsis answered: "When sacrifices are made to the gods, living beings must not 
be killed and their flesh should not be eaten."306 The debate went on betweeen them. The pravrajitarsis 
said: "There is a great king here who has left the world to become a recluse. Would you trust ( sraddha ) 
him?" The grhasthabrahmanas replied that they would trust him, and the others said: "We will take this 
man as arbitrator and tomorrow we will go to question him." 

That same night, the grhastatabrahmanas went in advance to the hermit Vasu and, after having asked him 
all the questions about customs, they said to him: "In [76b] tomorrow's discussion, you must help us." 
Thus, the next day at dawn, at the beginning of the discussion, the pravrajitarsis asked the hermit Vasu: "In 
the sacrifices to the gods, should or should one not kill living beings and eat their flesh?" The hermit Vasu 
answered: "The rule of the brahmans is that living beings must be killed in sacrifices to the gods and their 
flesh eaten." 307 f hc pravrajitarsis replied: "According to your own judgment, should living beings be 
killed and their flesh eaten or not?" The hermit Vasu answered: "As it is a matter of sacrifice to the gods, 


304 xhis tradition is also related by Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 923a (tr. Beal, II, p. 165-166): Frequent fires 
erupted at Kusagra, fonner capital of Magadha, which totally destroyed the city. After having rebuilt it many times, king 
Bimbasara, on the advice of his ministers, issued an edict banishing any inhabitant in whose house the fire had broken out 
and forcing him to withdraw into the Sitavana, the 'Cold Forest', used until then as a cemetery. A new fire having erupted 
in his own palace, the king abdicated in favor of his son Ajatasatru and withdrew into the Sitavana. His neighbor, the king 
of Vaisall, judged the time to be propitious to invade Magadha. The frontier princes fortified the Sitavana quickly and, as 
Bimbisara was the main inhabitant, the new city was called the City of the king (Rajagrha). - The old city, which Hiuan 
tsang called Kusagra because of its excellent vegetation, is better known by the name Girivraja (Vimanavatthu Comm., p. 
82). It is also called Vasumatl (Ramayana, I, 7, 32). Barhadrapura (Mahabharata, II, 24, 44), Bimbisarapurl and 
Magadhapura (Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 584). - Hiuan tsang (1. c.) and Fa hien in his Account of the Buddhist Kingdoms 
(tr. Legge, p. 81; Giles, p. 49) tell another tradition attributing the founding of Rajagrha to Ajatasatru. 

305 Sankhayana, II, 16, 1 pennits the killing of animals on the occasion of the ceremony of reception of a host 
( madhuparka ) [according to Monier-Williams, madhuparka is an offering of honey and milk] or of an offering of soma to 
the gods. In other cases, the killing of animals is prohibited. 

306 Q n the prohibition of meat in the Vinayas, see the note by P. Demieville in Benveniste, Textes Sogdiens, p. 189, n. 1. 

307 "K was an a rgument of the brahmins that one has the right to kill living beings for sacrifice because the animals thus 
burned are reborn in the heavens. In the Mo teng k'ie king (T 1300) where there is a strange discussion on the equality of 
the castes, this argument is cast in the teeth of the brahmins: they should see that, in fact, if their claim is true, they ought 
to be all the more eager to sacrifice themselves or those dear to them since the bliss of the devas would thus be assured for 
them or their dear ones. For an analogous argumentation, see Sutralamkara, story 24: Transl. Huber, p. 125-131." 
(Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 241) 
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one should kill living beings and eat their flesh; indeed, these living beings, having died in sacrifice to the 
gods, will be able to be reborn in the heavens." 

The pravrajitarsis exclaimed: "You are greatly mistaken! Your words are untruthful ( mrisdvdda)\ " and they 
spat upon him, saying: "Criminal, disappear!" Immediately the hermit Vasu sank into the earth up to his 
ankles ( gulpha ) because he had been the first to open the door to great sins ( mahdpatti ). The pravrajitarsis 
said to him: "You should speak the truth; if you persist in lying, your whole body will sink into the earth." 
The hermit Vasu answered: "I know that it is not a sin to kill sheep ( edaka ) and eat their meat when it is 
done for the gods." Immediately he sank into the earth as far as his knees ( janu ). In this way, he 
disappeared gradually as far as his thighs (, kati ), then up to his neck ( kantha ). The pravrajitarsis said: "Now 
your deceitful speech has received its punishment in this world. If, however, you decide to speak the truth, 
even though you are under the ground, we can pull you out and allow you to escape from punishment." 
Then Vasu thought thus: "As a noble person, I should not say two different things. Besides, in the Wei t'o 
(Veda) of the brahmans, the sacrifices to the gods are made in all kinds of different ways. If I myself die, 
would that be worthwhile?" Then he said singlemindedly ( ekacittena ): "In the sacrifices to the gods, it is 
not a sin to kill living beings and eat their flesh." The pravrajitarsis shouted: "You are a hardened sinner! 
Then disappear completely, we don't want to see any more of you." Then he was swallowed up completely 
by the earth. From that time until today, the rule given by the recluse Vasu has always been observed: 
When a sheep is killed in the sacrifices to the gods, at the moment when the knife descends on the animal, 
one says to it: "Vasu is killing you."-^^ 

Vasu's son was called Kouang tcho (Vipularatha?). He succeeded his father as king. In turn, he also 
renounced worldly things but he did not become a monk ( pravrajita ). Then he thought: "My father, the 
former king, was swallowed alive by the earth even though he had gone forth from home; if I continue to 
rule the world, I might render myself guilty of a great sin again. Where then should I go? "At the moment 


308 xhe y a f an g ten g t ' 0 j 0 n ; ki n g 5 x 1339, k. 1, p. 644, gives quite a different version of this story which the Hobogirin, 
Baso, p. 58 summarizes in these words: At the time when the Buddha was dwelling in Tusita heaven, Vasu was the head 
of 6,2000,000 merchants whom he was taking to sea to search for jewels. On their return, the fleet was assailed by the 
makaras, waves, wind and the yaksas. Each of the merchants promised Mahesvara to sacrifice a being and in this way 
they avoided these four dangers. On their return, they wanted to go to the temple to fulfill their vow; but on the way, Vasu 
reproached them for being party to such an evil practice and proposed to save the sheep. To this end, he produced by 
metamorphosis a brahmin and a monk; the brahmin set himself at the head of the merchants; he was questioned by the 
monk who accused him of committing a sin by killing beings; the debate was brought before Vasu himself, changed into a 
Seer. Vasu ridiculed the monk who asserted that by making bloody sacrifices, rather than going to heaven, one falls into 
hell: "You will see that for yourself', cried the monk, and at these words, Vasu fell into hell alive. Frightened, the 
merchants released the sheep and all became seers; in their subsequent lifetime they were bom in SravastI where the 
Buddha converted them. As for Vasu, he was drawn out of hell by the luminous power of the Buddha Houa-tsiu 'Flower- 
Collection' coming from the east. Vasu went to pay homage to the Buddha with the innumerable beings whom he had 
converted in the hells. To Sariputra, who was astonished at having previously heard it said by the Buddha himself that 
Vasu had been condemned to remain in hell forever, the Buddha replied that such a belief is false; and he added various 
interpretations of the name Vasu, all tending to prove his non-infernal nature: va means 'heaven', su means 'wisdom'; a 
being who possesses heavenly wisdom cannot be infernal. 
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he had this thought, he heard in the air a voice that said to him: “If, as you travel, you see an extraordinary 
(i adbhuta ) place that is hard (, durlabha ) to reach, you should establish your home there." When these words 
had been spoken, the voice was silent. A little later, having gone out into the country to hunt, the king saw 
a deer ( mrga ) that fled as swift as the wind; he ran after it but was unable to reach it. As he pursued it 
without resting, the members of his [76c] retinue were able to stay with him. In front of him he saw a place 
where five mountains formed a steep and well-sheltered basin; the ground there was level and produced 
fine soft grass; beautiful flowers covered the earth; there were forests of all kinds of perfumed trees which 
bore flowers and fruits in abundance; hot springs (usnodakd) and cold pools ( sftaddga ) everywhere 
presented their purity; this was a marvelous place. On all sides there grew celestial flowers ( divyapuspa) 
with heavenly perfumes ( divyagandha ) and celestial music (, divyaturya ) was heard. When the gandharva 
musicians saw the king, they all withdrew. [The king thought]: "This place is extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and 
nobody has ever seen its like ( apurvadrsta ). This is where I should establish my residence." When he had 
thought thus, all his ministers and his officials who had been following him arrived. The king declared: 
"The voice that I heard in the air told me: 'If you see on your journey an extraordinary place that is difficult 
to find, that is where you must establish your residence. Now I have just discovered this extraordinary 
place; it is here that I must establish my residence." Then he abandoned the city where he had lived 
previously and settled in these mountains. This was the first king to become established there and starting 
with him, his successors, one after the other, lived there. Since this king first had a palace built there, 
thence came the name 'City of the royal residence.' 

The explanation of the origins of Rajagrha in summary is finished. 


GRDHRAKUTAPARVATA 

Sutra: [The Buddha was dwelling] on the K'i cho kiue chan (Grdhrakiitaparvata), the Vulture Peak 
mountain. 

Sdstra : Grdhra means vulture and kuta means peak. 

Question. - Why is it called Vulture Peak mountain? 

Answer. - 1. The summit of this mountain resembles a vulture and the inhabitants of Rajagrha, because of 
this resemblance, agreed to call it Vulture Peak mountain. This is why it is called Grdhrakiitaparvata. 

2. Furthermore, south of Rajagrha, in the Che t'o lin (Sltavana), there were many corpses;309 vultures 
commonly came to devour them and then went to perch on the peak of the [nearby] mountain.3 10 The 


309 Above, we saw that the Sltavana served as a cemetery of Kusagra, the old city. This detail has been confirmed by the 
Divyavadana, p. 264, 268. Going there one day, Anathapindika was seized by fear (Vinaya, II, p. 155). 

310 Th e twofold explanation given here is repeated in many places by Buddhaghosa, e.g., Papanca, II, p. 63: lass a 
pabbatassa gijjhasadisam.... ti vuccati. 
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people then named it Vulture Peak mountain.-’' ' It is the highest of the five montains [of Rajagrha]. It 
abounds in precious forests and waters. The aryas live there. 


THE BUDDHA’S FREQUENT SOJOURNS IN RAJAGRHA AND 
SRAVASTl 

Question. - We have understood the meaning of Grdhrakutaparvata. Why does the Buddha dwell at 
Rajagrha? The custom of the Buddhas is to show their loving-kindness (maitri) towards all. It is like the 
sun (surya) that illuminates everything ( dravya ); there is nothing that does not receive its light. But there 
are great cities like: 

Ngeou tche ni (UjjayinT),^ * ^ 

Fou leou na po fan (Purnavardhana),^ ^ 


311 The Grdhrakutaparvata was visited by Fa hien (Legge, p. 82-83) and by Hiuan tsang (Watters, II, p. 151). 
Cunningham (CAGI, p. 534) identifes it with the modern Sailagiri, two and a half miles north-west of the old city. 

312 UjjayinI, in Pali UjjenI, in Greek Ozene (Ptolemy, VII, i, v. 63; Periple of the Erythrean Sea, v. 48), capital of Avanti, 
situated at 77 degress E and 23 degrees N (Rh. D., Buddhist India, p. 40; CAGI, p. 560). Native city of several disciples 
of the Buddha, it was visited by Hiuan tsang (Beal, II, p. 270; Watters, Travels, II, p. 250). 

313 Purnavardhana was a city and district of Bengal, the name of which is attested under different spellings; 

a. The correct Sanskrit form is Pundravardhana, 'Growth of sugar-cane', in Tibetan, Li kha ra sin hphel or Ba ram sin 
hphel (Mahavyutpatti, no. 4113). It is found in the Sumagadhavadana (Mitra, Nep. Buddh. lit., p. 237, 238) and the 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 4113). But it is the corresponding Prakrit fonn, Pundavardhana, that is most frequent both in the 
Sanskrit texts and the Chinese transcriptions; cf. Divyavadana, p. 21, 402, 427; Mahamayuri in S. Levi, Catalogue 
geographique des Yaksa, p. 40., v. 97; Avadanakalpalata,. T II, p. 861, v. 4; Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 
1053; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 140b9 (where Pundravardhana is transcribed as Fen t'opo t'o. 

b. The Sanskrit fonn Punyavardhana 'Increase of merit' is attested by the Chinese translations Fou tseng (113 and 9; 32 
and 12) in Sumagadhavadana, T 130, p. 845cl7, and Tcheng tseng tch'ang (77 and 1; 32 and 12; 168), in A yu wang king, 
T 2043, k. 3, p. 143bl0. - The variant Purnavardhana is attested by the following transcriptions: 

Fou nap'an to (57 and 2; 163 and 4; 75 and 10; 162 and 9) in A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 107b25. 

Fen nap'o t'o na (18 and 2; 163 and 4; 38 and 8; 170 and 5; 163 and 4) in A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 143bl6. 

Pen na fa t'an na (37 and 6; 163 and 4; 9 and 4; 57 and 12; 163 and 4) in Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10, p. 927al5. 
The Sanskrit fonn Purnavardhana 'Full growth' is represented by the following transcriptions and Chinese translations: 
Fou leou na po t'an (40 and 9; 75 and 11; 163 and 4; 157 and 5; 75 and 13) in Mpps, T 1509, k. 3, p. 76c22. 

Fou leou na po t'o na (40 and 9; 75 and 11; 163 and 4; 157 and 5; 170 and 5; 163 and 4) in Samyuktagama, T 99, k. 24, p. 
170a2. 

The translation Man fou (85 and 11; 40 and 9) occurs in the Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 22, p. 660a5; the Sumagadhavadana, 
T 128, p. 837c 14; and the A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105c 1. 

According to the Divyavadana, p. 21 and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 1053a, Pundravardhana marks 
the eastern limit of the Madhyadesa; beyond that are the frontier lands ( pratyanta ) where the Buddhist discipline is more 
tolerant and allows the use of baths and shoes. By contrast, according to the Pali sources, (Vinaya, I, p. 197; Jataka, I, p. 
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A hi tch'd to lo (Ahicchatra), 


314 


49, etc.), the eastern limit of Madhyadesa is the villages of Kajangala and Mahdsdld. The latter information is confirmed 
by the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 25, p. 182a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 264-265) which comments: In the 
region of the East, there is the village of P'o lo (38 and 8; 122 and 14 = [Maha]sala) whose surname is K'ie Icing (9 and 5; 
163 and 7 = Kajangala)', beyond K'ie lang are the frontier kingdoms ( pratyantajanapada )." From the Avadanasataka, II, 
p. 41, we know that Kajangala has, as its Sanskrit correspondent, Kacahgala. If one is content with comparing all this 
infonnation, one is tempted to identify Pundravardhana with Kajangala. However, such is not the case; Hiuan tsang, 
who, in 638, visited western Bengal (Irana) and eastern Bengal (Pundravardhana and Kamasuvarna), informs us in the Si 
yu ki (T 2087, k. 10, p. 927a) that Pundravardhana was 600 li farther east than Kajangala (transcribed as K'ie tchou wou 
k'i lo: 123 and 10; 75 and 2; 30 and 10; 113 and 4; 122 and 14), and that he had to cross the Ganges to get from one city 
to the other. The pilgrim lingers over the description of Pundravardhana: the region was 4,000 li and the city more than 30 
li. It had 20 Buddhist monasteries sheltering 3000 monks of both the Greater and Lesser Vehicles. It had about 100 
temples consecrated to the gods and the Digambara Nirgrantha (Jains) were especially numerous (cf. Beal, Buddhist 
Records , II, p. 194-195; Watters, Travels, II, p. 184-185). 

For a long time, archeologists have hesitated about the exact site of Pundravardhana; they agreed on placing it in the 
'Bengal Presidency', but proposed identifying it sometimes with the modern district of Pabna (Cunnungham), sometimes 
with the present Rangpur (Fergusson). The discovery of an ancient inscription in Brahml which mentions the gifts made 
to the Sadvargikas by the inhabitants of Pundranagara, has cleared all doubts: Pundravardhana is the present Mahasthan 
Gad in the district of Bogra. [On this inscirption, see D. R. Bhandharkar, El, XX, 2, p. 83; Idem., Important fragmentary 
Inscriptions found at Mahasthan, Bogr District, IA, LXII, 1933, p. 177-178; B. M. Barua, The old Brahml Inscription of 
Mahasthan, IHQ, X, 1934, p. 57-66. - For a description of the site, see P. C. Sen, Pundravardhana - its Site, IHQ, IX, 
1933, p. 722-735], 

It is known from many texts that the Buddha, on the invitation of Sumagadha, the daughter of Anathapindada, came by 
means of magic to Pundravardhana, where he found the arhat Pindola seated in a cave. On this occasion, the Buddha 
described to his monks a former lifetime of Sumagadha: At the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, there lived Kancanamala, 
daughter of Krkin, the king of Benares; to ward off the bad effects of a wicked thought of her father, she offered herself 
as victim and submitted herself to the judgment of the Buddha Kasyapa. - This story is the object of the 
Sumagadhavadana (J. Filliozat, Catalogue du Fonds Sanscrit, Paris, 1941, p. 93, no. 156); the four Chinese translations 
(T 125, k. 22, p. 660a-665b; T 128; T 129; T 130) have been studied by T. M. Tokiwai, Studien zum Sumagadhavadana, 
Darmstadt, 1898. Numerous allusions to this avadana are found in the texts: Divyavadana, p. 402; Tsa a han T 99, k. 24, 
p. 170a; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105c; A yu wang king, T 2043, K. 3, p. 140b (cf. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 266). 
The same sources relate another incident that took place at Pundravardhana at the time of Asoka. The Nirgranthaputras 
who, as we know from Hiuan tsang were numerous in Pundravardhana, had depicted images of the Buddha that showed 
him prostrating before the Nirgrantha. Asoka became angry and sent an anny of yaksas and nagas against them which, on 
a single day, put to death 18,000 Nirgranthas. Cf. Divyavadana, p. 427; A yu wang tchouan,T 2042, k. 2, p. 107b; A yu 
wang king, T 2043, k. 3, p. 143b (Przyluski, Ashoka, p. 278). 

■^^TheTaisho texts has A lan tch'd to lo (a70 and5; 140 and 14; 159;36and3; 122 and 14) which S. Levi, Alexandre et 
Alexandrie dans les documents indiens, MSL, p. 418, n. 1, sees as Alexandria in Egypt. But the whole context indicates 
that it is not a matter of foreign cities but cities in India which the Buddha may have visited but where he did not reside 
for a long time. If A lan tch'd lo transcribes Alexandria, it is not a matter of Alexandria in Egypt but some other 
Alexandria founded by the Macedonian conqueror during his expedition into India: Alexandria of Arie or Herat (Strabo, 
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XI, 524 sq; XV, 723; Pliny, Hist. Nat., Vi, 61, 93); Alexandria of Arachosia or Kandahar; most likely Alexandria of 
Caucasia, i.e., of the Hindu-Kush (Arrien, Anabasis, III, 28. 4; IV, 22. 3; Diodorus of Sicily, XVII, 83; Quintus-Curcus, 
VII, 2, 22) which may be located at Parvan, the actual Djebel-Seradj (J. Hachkin, Recherches archeologoques a Begram, 
Paris, 1939, p. 4). 

However, it is doubtful that A lan tcho to lo transcribes Alexandria. The Han of China knew Alexandria in Egypt under 
the name of Li k'an (93 and 8; 177 and 3) or Li kien (93 nd 8; 177 nd 9); on this subject see P. Pelliot in TP, 1915, p. 690; 
JA, 1921, p. 139. - On the other hand, the Alasanda of the Milindapanha (p. 82, 327, 333, 359) is transcribed in the 
Chinese versions by the three characters A li san (170 and 5; 140 and 6; 66 and 8) which implies an original Alesan (cf. P. 
Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapanha, p. 168, n. 2). All of this calls for further research, first of all to 
verify the spelling of the name. In the oldest manuscripts, Tempyo Mss. (A.D. 729), etc., the city is designated under the 
name A hi (164 and 11) tcho to lo, which immediately suggests Ahicchatra. This doubt is lifted by the Fan fan yu, T 2130, 
k. 8, p. 1038a9, which also transcribed A hi (30 and 9) tcho to lo, and, to avoid any confusion, adds the translation Che 
san (142 and 3; 120 and 12), i.e., 'Serpent-parasol', in Sanskrit, Ahicchatra. This city is mentioned in the MahamayurT, 
studied by S. Levi in JA, 1915, p. 19-138. 

Ahicchatra, 'capital of northern Pailcala; today Ramnagar, near Aonla, in the Barailly district of Rohilkand; it was part of 
the kingdom of Drupada, in Mahabharata (I, 5516). Ptolemy records the Adeisattroi (VII, 1, v. 71) and the city of 
Adisdara (VII, 1, v. 53)' (S. Levi, o.c., p. 95). Hiuan tsang visited Wo hi chi ta lo: "Outside the main city, there is a naga 
pool beside which thre is a stupa built by king Asoka. It is there that the Tathagata, while he was still in the world, 
preached the Dharma for seven days for the benefit of a nagaraja." (Si yu ki, Y 2087, k. 4, p. 893a; tr. Beall, I, p. 200-201; 
Watters, I, p. 331-332). E. Bazin-Foucher, Sar une monnaie du Pahcdla, ML, I, p. 145-153, compared this Buddhist story 
of the naga with information given to Cunningham by the brahmins of Rohilkhand: "They told a strange story of a 
snake... An old tradition going back to the Mahabharata, has it that Drona, the conqueror of Pancala, one day found Adi, 
the founder of the 'fort', asleep in a cradle fonned by the hood of a cobra; his future elevation to the throne was then 
foretold; and it is this extraordinary occurrence that gave the city its name of Snake-parasol." The same writer sees in the 
form Ahicchatra the product of a popular etymology and proposes to read Adicchatra, 'Parasol of Adi', based on the 
reading Adhicchatra found in the List of Brahmi Inscriptions of Liiders and on the variant Adisatra, attested in a 
manuscript of Ptolemy (Paris, no. 4805). According to him, the naga, the appointed protector of Ahicchatra (cf. 
Divyavagana, p. 435 sq.), was represented on a coin from northenn Pancala showing an individual hitherto unknown but 
who is none other than a many-headed naga (Cunningham, Coins of Ancient India, pi. VI, no. 15; CHA, pi. V, no. 3). - 
But the king of the snakes Ahicchatra is not linked indissolubly with the city bearing his name. In the Dhammapadattha, 
III, p. 241-247 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 63-67), he lives in a great mound of sand ( mahdvdlukdrdsi) erected by 
Aggidatta and his companions at the borders of the lands of the Ahga-Magadhans and the kingdom of the Kurus 
(Angamagadhanah ca Kururatthassa ca antara). Moggallana, sent by the Buddha to Aggidatta and his companions to 
convert them, upon not being received by the latter, wanted to take possession of the sand mound inhabited by the snake. 
A struggle ensued; by his magical power, Moggallana triumphed over the snake and the next day, when Aggidatta and his 
friends came to the hill to see what had happened to Moggallana, they found him sitting on the sand; Ahicchata, the snake 
king, set food around him and, spreading his hood to the size of a bell-tower, he held it above the head of the Elder 
(nagaraja valukarasim.... upati dhdresi). 

315 Puskaravati (Prang, Carsadda and Rajar), capital of Gandhara, on the left bank of the Swat river. This is the 
Poukelaltis, Peukelaotis or Peukolaltis of the Greeeks (cf. P. Chantraine, in Arrien, L'lnde, p. 24, n. 1). For the geography 
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All these great cities are populous and wealthy and nevertheless the Buddha did not reside there.Why 
did he stay [so] often in the cities of Wang cho (Rajagrha)317 and Chop'o t'i (Sravasti)^ 18? Although he 
stayed sometimes at Po lo nai (Varanasi^ 19, at Kia p'i lo po (Kapilavastu^^ at Tchan p’o (Campari, 
at So tch'e to (Saketa)322 ; a t Kin chan pi (Kausamb 1)323 ; a t Kieou leou (Kurup , etc., nevertheless he 


of Gandhara, refer to A. Foucher, Sur la geographic ancienne du G ., BEFEO, I, 1901, p. 322; Notes sur I'itineraire de 
Hiuan tsang en Afghanistan, in Etudes Asiatiques, 1923, I, p. 236; De Kdpishi a Pushkaravati, BSOS, VI, 2, p. 341. - 
Puskaravatl had a coinage representing, on the obverse side, the goddess of the city with the inscription Pakhalavadi 
devada; on the reverse side, the Indian bull with the inscription TAYPOC, Usabhe. The goddess bears a mural crown and 
holds a lotus in her right hand (cf. CHI, p. 557 and pi. VI, 10). - Her temple was outside the city near the western gate 
and, according to Hiuan tsang, her image worked miracles. See Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 881a (tr. Beal, I, P. 109; Watters, 
I, p. 214). - The Greek kings who succeeded at Puskaravatl identified her with Artemis, for coins of the Artemis type 
(Indian bull) were struck by Artemidor and Peukolaos. - Hiuan tsang (1. c.) venerated a great stupa north of the city 
(according to Foucher, the mound of Bala-Hissar), built by Asoka on the place where the Buddha gave the gift of his 
eyes. 

316 According to DTgha, II, p. 146, the six great cities at the time of the Buddha were Campa, Rajagrha, Sravasti, Saketa, 
KausambI and Varanasi. According to the Mpps, the Buddha stayed mainly in eight cities, especially in Rajagrha and 
SravastI. 

317 Rajagrha, capital of Magadha (Bihar), the present Rajgir south of Patna. Its location has been definitively identified 
and excavated by Marshall, AR Arch. Survey, 1905-1906, 1925-1926. See B. C. Law, Rajagrha in Ancient Literature, 
M. Arch. Survey, no. 58, Delhi, 1938. - The Buddha stayed there during the 1st, 2nd, 4th, 17th and 20th varsa of his 
ministry (Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 3). 

31° SravastI, capital of Kosala (Aoude), the present village of Saheth-Maheth in U.P. Cf. Marshall, Excavations at Sahet- 
Mahet, AR Arch. Surv., 1907-1908, p. 82; 1910-1911, p. 3; B. C. Law, SravastI in Indian Literature, M. Arch. Surv., no. 
50, Dalhi, 1935. - For the 45 varsas of his ministry, the Buddha spent 25 at Sravasti (See below, k. 9, p. 125c; 
Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 3). 

311 Varanasi or Kasi, on the central Ganges, the actual Benares. - It was at Benares in the Deer Park that the Buddha 
preached his first sermon, the Dharmacakrapravartanasutra. He returned there several times afterwards (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 
189, 216, 289; Samyutta, I, p. 105; V, p. 406; Aiiguttara, I, p. 110, 279; III, p. 392, 300). There he converted Yasa and 
many outstanding people (Vinaya, I, p. 15). 

330 Kapilavastu, in Nepal, principal city of the Sakya clan. Its location has been discovered near the village of Paderia, 
two miles north of Bhavanpur. Cf. P. C. Mukherji, Antiquities in the Tarai, Nepal: the region of Kapilavastu, AR Arch 
Surv., 1901; V. A. Smith, Kapilavastu, in ERE, VII, p. 659. - The Buddha was bom in the LumbinI park (Rumindel) east 
of the city; he stayed there until his departure for enlightenment. He returned during the first year of his ministry and 
made a large number of conversions (Ken pen chou... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 143 sq; Rockhill, Life, p. 51 sq.; Feer, 
Extraits, p. 50 sq.; Nidanakatha, p. 87 sq.). He returned again to pacify the conflict between Sakya and Koliya concerning 
the RohinI river (Dhammapadattha, III, p. 254), and during the punitive expedition of Vidudabha (Jataka, IV, p. 144 sq.). 

331 Campa, capital of Ahga (Bengal), the location of which is probably marked today by the two villages, Campanagara 
and Campapura, near Bhagalpur (CAGI, p. 3). The Buddha visited there several times (Vinaya, I, p. 312; Samyutta, I, p. 
195; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 59, 168; V, p. 151, 189). 

332 Saketa, a city in Kosala, near Ayodhya with which it may be confused. Its site has been identified with the ruins of 
Sukan Koy on the Sai, in the district of Unao of the present province of Aoude (Malasekera, II, p. 1086, It is the Sageda 
of Ptolemy (VII, 1,71). 
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stayed most often at Rajagrha and Sravasti. How do we know that he stayed especially in these two places? 
We see that the Buddhist sutras are mostly located at these two cities and rarely in another.325 

Answer. - 1. Although the great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ) of the Buddha [77a] reaches all equally, the 
great cities like Ujjayinl, etc., are frontier-countries (pratyantajanapada). That is why the Buddha does not 
reside there.326 

2. Moreover, criminals ( mleccha ) are numerous there and, as their roots of good are not ripe 
(i aparipakvakusalamula ), [the Buddha does not reside amonsgt them]. Thus some stanzas say: 

The sun's rays shine equally [on all]; 

The mature flowers bloom at once, 

But the flowers not yet in bloom 

Do not necessarily open up. 

In the same way, when the Buddha 

Preaches the Dharma [to all] with the same feelings ( samacitta ) to all. 

The roots of good that are already ripe blossom at once, 

Those that are not so do not open up. 

This is why the Bhagavat 

Resides amongst those who show the three following qualities: 

Keen knowledge ( tiksnajndna ), ripe roots of good ( paripakvakusalamula ), 

Reduced fetters ( samyojana ) and reduced afflictions ( klesa ). 

3. Furthermore, it is out of gratitude that the Buddha frequently resides at Rajagrha and Sravasti. 

Question. - Why is it out of gratitude that he often stays in these two cities? 


323 KausambI, capital of the Vatsas, today Kosam on the Jumna, 50 km. from Allahabad. It had several parks, Kukkuta 
and Ghositarama, where the Buddha frequently stayed. 

324 Kum is a country rather than a city. It is one of the sixteen Mahajanapadas listed in Dlgha, II, p. 200; Anguttara, I, p. 
213. etc. The country corresponds to the district of Thanasar, capital of Indraprastha, near the present city of Delhi 
(CAGI,p. 379). In one of its villages, Kalmasadamya, the Buddha preached some of his most important sermons, such as 
the Mahanidana and the Mahasatipatthanasutta. 

325 Woodward, Kindred Sayings. V, p. XVIII, has determined that among all the sutras of the four Nikayas, 871 were 
given at Sravasti, 9 in the Dlgha, 73 in the Majjhima, 736 in the Samyutta, 54 in the Anguttara. 

326 Buddhist texts frequently express their distrust towards the frontier lands. Cf. Karanaprajnapti in Lav., Cosmologie, p. 
335: "Why is the Bodhisattva not bom among the barbarian thieves of the frontiers? The people of the frontiers lack 
manners and doctrine: there would have been no common ground between the Bodhisattva and them." To live in a border¬ 
land is one of the conditions making it difficult ( aksana ) to practice the Buddhadharma (Dlgha, III, p.263-265; Anguttara, 
IV, p. 225-227). 
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Answer. - The kingdom of Kiao sa lo (Kosala) is the native land of the Buddha. This is why the Buddha 
one day replied to king P'in p'o so lo (Bimbasara) with these stanzas:-^^ 

There is a wondrous country 

Situated on the borders of the Himavat; 

Opulent and rich in various treasures. 

It is called Kosala. 

Being of the solar clan and Sakya family, 

I was born in that place. 

Filled with disgust with old age, sickness and death, 

I have left home to search for Buddhahood. 

4. Moreover, the leader of Kosala, king Pu sseu ni (Prasenajit), lived in the great city of SravastI, and the 
Buddha, in his quality of king of Dharma ( dharmardja ) also lived in that city, for the two leaders should 
live in the same place. 

5. Furthermore, Kosala is the country of the birth-body (janmakdya) of the Buddha, and it is out of 
gratitude that the Buddha often lives in SravastI. 

Question. - If it is out of gratitude that he often lives in SravastI, why does he not often live also in 
Kapilavastu, which is closer to his birth-pace? 

Answer. - Among the Buddhas, clinging ( bandhana ) has been extinguished; there are not even traces 
(vdsand) of it left. When he goes to visit his parents ( bandhu ), he feels no emotion (ndsti 


327 These stanzas are taken from the story of the first meeting between king Bimbasara and the future Buddha when he 
was still a wandering monk. The oldest Pali sources do not know this episode (cf. Thomas, Life, p. 69), but it is related in 
Pabbajasutta of the Suttanipata, III, i, v. 405-424 (tr. Fausboll, SBE, X, p. 67; Chalmers, p. 100); Nidanakatha, p. 66; 
Dhammapadattha, I, p. 85 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 195); Mahavastu, II, p. 198-200; Lalitavistara, ch. XVI, p. 237- 
243 (tr. Foucaux, p. 205-209); Buddhacarita, ch. X (tr. Johnson, p. 141-148); Fang kouang ta chouang yen king, T 187 
(no. 16), k. 7, p. 578c-580a; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 23, p. 758 (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 178-183); Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 5, p. 947c-948a; Fo so hing tsan, T 192 (no. 10), k. 3, p. 19-20; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng 
che, T 1450, k. 4, p. 118b- 119a (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 27). 

The stanzas cited here depart somewhat from the old tradition attested by the complete agreement between the Suttanipata 
and the Mahavastu: 

Suttanipata, v. 422-423: JJju janapado raja.... na kdme abhipatthayam. 

Mahavastu, II, p. 199: Nijajanapada raja.... na kdmcim abhiprdrthaye. 

"At the side of the Himavat, O king, there live a people endowed with wealth and energy, the inhabitants of Kosala. They 
are of the solar race in lineage, Sakya by birth. From this family I have gone forth, having no attraction for the sense 
pleasures." 

The corresponding stanzas of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya are in T 1450,k. 4, p. 118c-119a3. 
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nanatvasamjna)?^’ On the other hand, the majority of his Sakya disciples have not eliminated their desire 
(i avitdrdga ) and, when they go home to their relatives, they feel attachment ( sangacitta ). 

Question. - Why then does he not protect his disciples who are natives of Sravasti [from these emotions] 
but, on the contrary, often stays in Sravasti? 

Answer. - a. The disciples [native] to Kapilavastu were numerous. When the Buddha returned for the first 
time to his own country, the [three] Kasyapa brothers as well as the thousand bhiksus who originally had 
followed the brahmanical rule and practiced austerities in the mountains, had a sad appearance. King 
(Suddhodana), the Buddha's father, seeing them, found that these monks were not looking bright enough. 
Then the Bhagavat made a choice among the Sakya dignitaries and they were joined to the other less 
vigorous monks. Their families sent a message to restrain them from becoming monastics. 329 Some of 
them, well-disposed, tasted the joy of the Path; others found no joy in it. [Thus] these Sakya monks [from 
Kapilavastu] were not authorized to return to their [77b] native land, but this was not the case for the 
disciples originally from Sravasti. This is why the Buddha often resided in Sravasti but seldom in 
Kapilavastu. 


328 xhis absence of emotion is one of the eighteen special attributes ( avenikadharma ) of the Buddha. 

329 To interpret this episode which told here in a very concise way, refer to Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 222: Shortly after 
the Buddha had attained enlightenment, the Buddha converted Uruvilvakasyapa, his brothers and their followers, a 
thousand in number. They freed themselves from the klesas and their hair fell out. [As Jatilas, they wore matted hair]. 
They accompanied the Sublime One to Kapilavastu as has been fully described in the Life of the Buddha. King 
Suddhodana was converted and tamed, but the Sakyas were proud of their caste. As for the Buddha Bhagavat, one could 
never grow weary of looking at him whose body was perfect, neither fat nor lean. But the brahmins and the others who 
practiced mortificartion for a long time had become emaciated; inwardly they had intellect but outwardly they were very 
ugly. They were in no condition to follow the Buddhist practices. At that time, the king, the Buddha's father, had this 
thought: "If I make the Sakyas enter into the religious life, they will be in a condition to follow the Buddha." Having 
thought thus, he had the drum beaten and made this proclamation: "You would oblige me by sending one man from each 
family of the Sakyas to enter into the religious life." - See also the passage of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya translated by 
Feer, Extraits, p. 62-63. 

The first return of the Buddha to Kapilavastu, the city of his birth, is told in detail in Mahavastu, III, p. 112-117; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 143 sq. It is represented at SancI (Foucher, Beginnings ofb. Art,, pi IX, 2) and on 
the bas-reliefs of Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddique, I, p. 459-464). Errors excepted, the Pali sources say nothing 
of the edict issued by Suddhodana requiring each family to send one son and that the number of forced recruits rose to 
five hundred: Mahavastu, III, p. 176: raAa Suddhodana aha: kuldto kuldto ekah.... abhiniskramanti pravrajyayd. The 
same edict is mentioned in the Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 53, p. 900b (transl. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 353); Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 13, p. 974b; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 47), k. 8, p. 299b; Ken pen chouo...p'o 
seng che, T 1450, k. 9, p. 144b (cf. Rockhill, Life, p. 53). Hiuan tsang (Watters, Travels, II, p. 11) visited the place, near 
Kapilavastu, where the Buddha admitted "eight princes and five hundred Shakyas" into the order. But it is probably 
necessary to distinguish the ordination of the 500 Sakyas from that of the eight princes along with the barber Upali, which 
took place not at Kapilavastu but at Anupiya in the country of the Mallas where the Buddha stayed for some time after 
having left his natal city (Vinaya, II, p. 180; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 133; IV, p. 127; Manoratha, I, p. 191). 
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b. Moreover, according to the rules of the anchorites ( pravrajitadharma ), it is forbidden to have access to 
one's relatives, for attachment to relatives ( bandhahga ) is like a fire ( tejas ) or a snake ( scirpa ). If the 
disciples of the brahmins staying at home ( grhasthabrdhmana) are unable to dwell in their native land 
during their training (siksa), what then can be said of the sramanas who have gone forth from their home 
(pravraji tasramana) ? 

c. Furthermore, Kapilavastu is not as big as Sravastl, which has 90,000 households.If the Buddha 
stayed there only seldom, he could not have saved many people. This is why he stayed there often. 

d. Furthermore, in Kapilavastu, the Buddha's native land, the inhabitants had practiced (caiyd) for a long 
time, their roots of good were ripe ( paripakvakusalamula ) and their wisdom keen ( tiksnaprajna ). The 
Buddha stayed there only a short time to preach the Dharma. He did not have to stay there long and, once 
his work of salvation was done, he went away. But at Sravastl, some inhabitants had just started to practice, 
others had practiced for a long time; among some, the roots of good were ripe, among others they were not; 
some had sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), others did not. Many of them, by the study of treatises of all kinds, 
had crushed their minds while trying to sharpen them and had entered into the stream of all kinds of wrong 
views (nanamithyadrstijala); they had served all kinds of teachers ( dcdiya ) and venerated all kinds of gods 
( deva ). People of mixed practice ( misracaryd ) were numerous [amongst them]. This is why the Buddha 
stayed among them for a long time. 

If a physician ( vaidya ) who is caring for an ulcer ( ganda, visphota) determines that the ulcer is already ripe 
( paripakva ), he breaks it open, extracts the pus (puya ) and, having given a medication ( bhaisajya ), he goes 
away. If the ulcer is not yet ripe, he stays for a long time to smear it with ointment ( anjana ). The Buddha 
acts in the same way. If his disciples have roots of good that are ripe, he converts them by means of his 
Dharma, then he goes elsewhere. But if the disciples whom he must save have unripe roots of good, he 
must remain with them for a long time. If the Buddha appears in the world ( pradurbhavati ), it is precisely 
to save beings and lead them to the element of nirvana ( nirvdnadhdtu ), to safety (yogaksema ) and to the 
blissful abodes ( sukhavihdra ). This is why he frequently resides in Sravastl and rarely in Kapilavastu. 

e. The Buddha attained supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttard samyaksambodhi ) and took on 
(samanvdgata) the dharmakdya in the kingdom of Mo k'ie t'o (Magadha) on the banks of the river Ni lien 
cha (Nairanjana) in the village of Won leou louo (Umvilva). This is why he frequently resides in Rajagrha. 


BUDDHA’S PREFERENCES FOR RAJAGRHA 

Question. - Now we know the reasons why the Buddha often stayed in Rajagrha and Sravastl. But of these 
two cities, why did he reside more often in Sravastl? 

Answer. - 1. It is out of gratitude for the benefits of his native land that he stayed in Sravastl frequently. All 
beings think about their birthplace. A stanza says: 


330 g ee a j so b e iow, k. 9, p. 125c. According to Buddhaghosa, Sravastl had 57,000 homes (Samantapasadika, III, p. 614) 
and its population was 18 'crores' (Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 371). 
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All the teachers who teach ( upadesdcaiya ) 

Are attached to the system that they know. 

In the same way, every person loves his homeland. 

Even having gone forth from home ( pravrajita ), they still want it. 

It is to repay the benefits of the country of his dharmakaya that the Buddha often stays at Rajagrha. A 
stanza says: 

[77c] The Buddhas of the past and the future 

And the Buddhas of the present 

Honor ( pujayanti ) their dharmakaya 

And pay homage (vandana) to it and venerate ( gurukdra ) it. 

Since the dharmakaya prevails over the body of birth (janmakaya), it is at Rajagrha that the Buddha resides 
more often. 

2. Furthermore, [the Buddha stays more often at Rajagrha] because the Tso chan (caityas) and the Tsing 
cho (viharas) are more numerous there than elsewhere. 

Thus Rajagrha has five viharas: 

i. Tchou yuan (Venuvanaj^l, 


331 Actually Rajagrha had many other stopping places. Besides those cited here, the SItavana, the Ambavana of JTvaka, 
the Pipphaliguha, the Udumbarikarama, the Moranivapa with its Paribbajakarama, the Tapodarama, the Latthivana, the 
Maddakucchi, the Supatitthacetiya, the Pasanakadetiya, the Sumagadha pool (See Malasekera, s.v.). 

The Venuvana, or Bamboo Park, was given to the Buddha by king Bimbasara (Vinaya, I, p. 39 sq.; Kou k'iu hien tsai yin 
kouo king, T 189, k. 4, p. 651c; Tch'ou fen chouo king, T 489, k. 2, 767a; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, K. 33, p. 798b; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 138b). - When he stayed at Venuvana, the Buddha settled by preference at 
Kalandaka or Karadakanivapa (cf. DTvya, p. 262, 143). According to some sources, this field was the property of a citizen 
of Rajagrha called Kalandaka; he had made a gift of it to the heretics, but with the help of the yaksas, he later recovered it 
and offered it to the Buddha (Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, , k. 45, p. 860c-86lb; Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 314-315; 
Tchong pen k'i king, T 196,k. 1, p. 163b; Hiuan tsang, in Beal, II, p. 160 and Watters, Travels, II, p. 156). - A king fell 
asleep in this field and, about to be bitten by a snake, awoke in time at the noise of a kalandaka (squirrel, jay or magpie). 
Out of gratitude, he planted the field with bamboo so that the kalandaka s living there would always have food ( nivdpa). 
Hence the expression Kalandakanivapa. The commentaries on the Udana, I, p. 60, and on the Suttanipata, II, p. 410, tell 
the story without mentioning the name of the king. But we know from the Chinese sources that it was Bimbasara (Tchong 
hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 11, p. 965b-c; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 137c-138b; Rockhill, Life, p. 
43). 

The Venuvana was an ideal place of retreat for the monks, "neither too far nor too close to the city, good for coming and 
going, easy of access for those who wished to see the Buddha, not too busy during the day, sheltered from noise and 
shouting during the night, isolated and concealed from people, auspicious for meditation" (Vinaya, I, p. 39; Majjhima, III, 
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ii. Sa to pan na k'ieou ho (Saptapamaguha)^^, 

iii. Yin t'o che lo k’ieou a (Indrasilaguha)-^, 

iv. P'ip'o lopo non (Vaibharavana), 

v. Sa po chou houen tche kia po p'o lo (Sarpasundaikapragbhara)334 
The Venuvana is located on the flat plain. 

There are not as many viharas in the other places: 

a) At Sravastl there is a stopping-place called Tche houan tsing clw (Jetavanavihara).335 There is another 
called Mo k'ie lo mou t'ang (Mrgaramatrprasada).336 But there is no third stopping-place. 


p. 13; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 145), k. 36, p. 655b). It was surrounded by a wall eighteen cubits high with a gate and 
towers (Samanata, III, p. 576; Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 419). 

332 The Vaibhara was one of the five mountains surrounding Rajagrha. At its foot was the Cave of Seven Leaves, 
Saptaparnaguha, in Pali Sattapanniguha, where the first Council was held. The Sanskrit reading Saptaparnaguha is 
attested by the Mahavastu, I, p. 70,1. 15. 

333 Indrasalaguha, or more likely, Indrasailaguha. The reading, Indrasalaguha ', 'Cave of the Indrasala [tree]', has, as 
evidence, the Pali form, Indasdlaguhd, the inscription at Barhut (2nd century B.C.) idasalaguha, the inscription of 
Tch'ang a han Tl, k. 10, p. 62c 1, Yin t'o so to k'ou. - On the other hand, the reading Indrasailaguha, 'Indra's rock cave', is 
attested by the Sanskrit fragments (Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 61, n. 2), by the Chinese transcriptions and translations 
Yin t'o lo che che (Tchong a han, T 26, k. 33, p. 632c29), Yin t'o lo che lo kiu ho (Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 
925b4), Che k'ou (Fa hien, in T 203, k. 6, p. 476a). According to Waldscmidt, the Pali form Indasala should be the proper 
reading, and Indrasaila would be a faulty Sanskritization. Waldschmidt also mentions the reading 'Salahohle von 
Indrasaila' in Tibetische Lebensbescreibung, transl. by Schiefner, p. 255, where the two variants saila and sdla are 
juxtaposed. This combined reading is probably a recent invention and was already known to Buddhaghosa who explained 
that the cave was between two mountains and an indasala tree grew at its entrance (Sumangala, III, p. 697: sa dvinnam 
pabbatanam.... sahkham gatci). - When the Buddha was in this cave, Sakka (Indra) came to ask him a series of questions 
that are recorded in the Sakkapahhasutta. We have several versions: Sanskrit version in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p.58- 
113); Pali version in DIgha, II, p. 263-289; Chinese translations in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 14), k. 10, p. 62b-66a; Tchong 
a han, T 26 (no, 134), k. 33, p. 632c-638c; Ti che so wen king, T 15; Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 73), k. 6, p. 476a- 
478b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 53-69. - The Chinese pilgrims who visited this cave found fragments of the 
Sakkapanhasutta engraved on the rock: Fa hien, p. 180; Watters, Travels, II, p. 173). - The visit of Indra has been 
represented on the monuments at Barhut (Cunningham, Bhdrhut, pi. XXVIII, 4), at SancI (Fergusson, Tree and Serpent 
Worship, pi. XI, XXIX, 1); at Bodhgaya (Coomarasamy, Bodhgayd, p;. XLVII, 1); at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 246, 247; Hallade, Composition plastique, pi. XXI, 127; XXIV, 140; at Mathura (Vogel, Mathura, pi. 
LO, b; LIII b). 

334 Sarpasundikapragbhara is a conjectural form. Only the Pali reading is attested: Sappcisondikapabbdra. The Tsa a han, 
T 99 (no. 252), k. 9, p. 60c, translated Che t'eou yen (142 and 5; 181 and 7; 46 and 29) or 'Slope of the Serpent's Head'. It 
is a large cave located in the Sitavana near Rajagrha (DIgha, II, p. 116; Samyutta, IV, p. 40). According to Buddhaghosa 
(Sarattha, II, p. 368) it was called thus because it resembled the hood of a snake (s appaphanasadisataya evam 
laddhanamam pabbhdram). 


159 



b) In the region of P'o lo nai ssen (Varanasi), there is only one stopping-place, the vihara of Lou lin 
(Mrgadava) called Li chep'an t'o na (Rsipatana). 337 


335 -pijg j e tavana was offered to the Buddha by Anathapindada who had first bought it from its owned, Jeta, for the price 
of its surface covered in pieces of gold. The story of the gift is in the Vinaya, II, p. 158 sq. (tr. Rh. D. - Oldenberg, III, p. 
187-188); Wou fen liu. T 1421. k. 25, p. 167b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 50, p. 939b-c; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 34;, p. 
244c; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 8, p. 139c; Nidanakatha, p. 92-93. - It is represented at Sand (north 
torana, left abutment), at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. LVII), at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, fig. 
239). - The Buddha stayed there for nineteen varsas (Dhammapadattha, I, p. 3) and, when the Mrgaramatrprasada was 
built, he stayed at Jetavana and at Mrgaramatrptasada alternately, spending the day at one and the night at the other 
(Suttanipata Comm., I, p. 336). - The Jetavana was visited by Fa hien (tr. Giles, p. 31 sq.) and Hiuan tsang (Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 382) who found it in ruins. - On the actual state of the site, see P. Vogel, Excavations at Sahet-Mahet, AR 
Arch. Surv., 1907-1908, p. 81 sq. 

336 Th e monastery of Mrgaramatrprasada was built in the Purvarama, east of SravastI by Visakha, daughter-in law of 
Mrgara but her 'mother' in the Buddhadharma. 

333 Rsipatana or Rsivadana, on the outskirts of Benares where the Deer Park (Mrgadava or Mrgadaya) is located. It is 
there that all the Buddhas must give their first sennon (Sumangala, II, p. 424) and the Buddha preached the 
Dharmacakrapravartanasutra to the five monks (Vinaya, p. 8); it is one of the four great pilgrimage places, determined by 
the Buddha (DIgha, II, p. 140). 

In the texts there are various explanations of the terms Rsipatana, 'Fall of the Sages'. 

i. According to Buddhaghosa (Manoratha, II, p. 180; Papanca, II, p. 188; Sarattha, III, p. 296), it is due to the fact that the 
rsis (i.e., the Buddhas and Pratyekabuddhas) come down there (patana) to proclaim their Dharma and celebrate the 
uposatha (buddhapaccekabuddhasamkhdtdnam ismatn.... ti attho). 

ii. A legend has been invented to explain the tenn: Mahavastu, I, p. 357: "In a big forest half a yojana from Benares, there 
lived 500 pratyekabuddhas. They entered into parinirvana after having each pronounced a stanza of the 
Khaggavisanasutta (Suttanipata, v. 35-75). Rising up into the air, they changed into fire ( tejodhatum samapadyitva) and 
entered into full parinirvana, In their own fire, their flesh and blood were consumed and their bodies fell to the ground." - 
Lalitavistara, p. 18-219: "Near Benares, in the Mrgadava at Rsiptana, five hundred pratyekabuddhas who lived there, 
having heard the voice [announcing the conception of the Bodhisattva], rose up into the sky to the height of seven tal 
trees and, having attained the region of ‘fire like extinguished torches’, entered into full nirvana. Whatever bile, phlegm, 
sinews, nerves, bones, flesh and blood they had disappeared, completely consumed by the fire; the pure relics ( sanrani) 
alone fell to the ground. And because the rsis fell there in this way, from that time on this place was given the name of 
Rsipatana" (tr. Foucaux, p. 20). The Lalitavistara precedes this legend with an identical story applied, not to 500 
pratyekabuuddhas, but to one single one, the pratyekabuddha Matanga; Fa hien (tr. Legge, p. 94) reproduces the latter 
version of the legend which he locates, not at the moment of the Buddha's conception, but seven days after his 
enlightenment. - Finally, the parinirvana of the 500 pratyekabuddhas and the fall of their bodies are also told in the Fo 
pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 6, p. 677a (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 25-26). - Luders, Bharhut u. d. buddh. Literatur, p. 
41-44, has identified this story on a relief at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. XLII, 5). But apart from the reading 
Rsipatana, there is often the reading Rsivadana, 'Face of the Rsi', for which no explanation, even legendary, has yet been 
found. See Mahavastu, I, p. 43, 161, etc.; Divyavadana, p. 393, 464. 

In the Rsipatana there was the Mrgadava 'Deer Park' or Mrgadaya 'Gift of the deer', which Hiuan tsang described 
minutely in Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 905b (tr. Beal, II, p. 45; Watters, II, p. 48); the precision of his information has been 
brought to light by the series Excavations at Sdrnath published by Marshall and Konow in AR Arch. Surv, 1904-1905. 
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c) At P'i ye li (Vaisali) there are two stopping-places: the first is called Mo ho p'an (Mahavana) and the 
second Mi heou tch'e ngan (Markatahradatlra).338 

d) At Kieou chan mi (Kausambl) there is a stopping-place called K'iu che lo yuan (Ghosilarama).339 

In all these regions, there was either a stopping-place having a vihara or an empty ( sunya ) forest. But 
Rajagrha had many viharas suitable for meditators ( dhydyin ), and since these stopping-places were in safe 
(yogaksema ) areas, the Buddha stayed there frequently. 


There is a legend explaining the name Mrgadava: "Two deer-kings led a herd of 500 deer. One of these kings was the 
Bodhisattva. The king of the country wanted to go hunting, so the two deer-kings begged him on bended knees to be 
content with two deer daily which they would send him for his kitchen. The agreement was made, and it was the turn of a 
pregnant hind to go to her death. Filled with compassion for her, the Bodhisattva, in the fonn of one of the deer-kings, 
presented himself in her place at the palace. The king of the country, ashamed to be less generous than a deer, forbade 
hunting in his kingdom and gave this forest to the deer under the name 'Deer Park' " (Chavannes). This legend occurs with 
some variants in detail in Pali Jataka, I, p.145 sq.; Mahavastu, I, p. 359-366; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 18), k. 3, p. 
12bl3a (cf. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 68-71); Ta tchouang yen louen king, Y 201 (no. 69), k. 14, p. 338a-339a (tr. Huber, 
Sutralamkara, p. 411-416); Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 20), p. 527a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 35-37); Hiuan tsang, Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 906a-b (tr. Beal, II, p. 50-51; Watters, II, p. 54-55). 

338 Yajgaii j s the present-day Besarch on the Gandaki, in the district of Muzafferpur in Tirhut (Cf. V. Smith, JRAS, 1907, 
p. 267; J. Marshall, AR Arch. Surv., 1903-1904). Its main monastery was the Ktitagarasala ‘Hall of the Belvedere”, 
described at length in Sumaiigala, I, p. 310; Papanca, II, p. 267. But whweas the Pali textx locate it in the Mahavana 
‘‘Large Forest”. The Sanskrit texts place it on the Markalahradallra “Shore of the Monkey Pool”. Thus, when a Pali sutta 
beings with the phrase: Bhagavd Vesaliyam mahdvane kutagdrasalayam, the corresponding Sanskrit sutra (known by the 
Chinese Agama) begins with Bhagavan Vaisdlim upanisritya viharati markataheadatfre kutagdrasalayam. (Compare, 

e. g., Pali Samyutta, I, p. 29, with the Samskrit Samyukta in T 99 (no. 1274), k. 48, p. 359a, and T 100 (no. 272), k. 14, p. 
290c, and T 100 (no. 34), k. 2, p. 384b). The same indication Markatahradatlre is also found in the post-canonical texts: 
Mahavastu, I, p. 300;Divyavadana, p. 136, 200; Avadanasataka, I, p. 8, 279. - However that may be, the Mpps says 
nothing here about the Ktitagarasala and mentions only the stops in the Mahavana, the great forest extendoing from 
Vaisali to the Himalaya (Sumangala, I, p. 309) and in the Markatahradatira. This pool is thus called because it had been 
dug out by the Buddha for the monkeys. Hiuan tsang, who visited it (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, p. 908b; tr. Beal, II, p. 68; 
Watters, II, p. 65) tells us that to the south of the pool there is a stupa commemorating the offering of honey to the 
Buddha by a monkey. This episode is told in the Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 32), k. 8, p. 471a; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 
1448, k. 18; Ken pen chouo... p’o seng che, T 1450, k. 12, p. 163c; Mo ho seng k’i liu, T 1425, k. 29, p. 464a; Hien yu 
king, T 202 (no. 54), k. 12, p. 420c-430c (cf. I. J Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, chap. XL, p. 347); A. Schiefner, 
Tibetische Lebensbeschreibung, p. 302. It is represented at Sanchl (Fergusson, Tree and Serpent Worship, pi. X, XII, 
XXVI), at Bharhut (Cunningham, Bhdrhut, pi. XV and XXX), at Gandhara (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, p. 1, p. 513, 

f. 254), and in Bepalses miniatures (Id., Iconographie bouddhique, pi. VII, X). 

The Mpps also fails to mention the Ambaldlivana given to the Buddha by the well-iknown courtesan, very close to 
Vaisali (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 231-233; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 72; Hiuan tsang, tr. Beal, II, p. 68; Watters, II, p. 69). 

339 Ghosila (in PaEi Ghosaka) and the 500 ascetics of the Himavat whom he maintained had gone to SravastI to invite 
the Buddha. When the latter accepted their invitation, they built dwellings at Kausambl to receive him and his monks. 
The construction of Ghosila was called Ghosilarama, in Pali, Ghositararma. Cf. Dhammapadattha, I, p. 207-208 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 280); Papanca, II, p. 390. 
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3. Furthermore, at Rajagrha there were six heretic teachers, Fou na lo (Piirana), who claimed to be 
omniscient ( sarvajna ) and were rivals of the Buddha.340 There were also the brahmacarins Tch'ang chao 
(Dirghanakha), P'o ts'o sing (Vatsagotra), Kiu kia na ta (Kokanada), etc., all the great heretical teachers 
(tirthikamahopadesacarya)?^ ' Finally, there was the dyusmat Che li k'ou to (Srlgupta).342 fj p’ 0 ( a t0 
(Devadatta), A cho che (Ajatasatru),343 e tc., who wished to harm the Buddha, did not believe in the 
Buddhadharma and were filled with jealousy ( Trsyd ). 

[78a] Since these individuals were at Rajagrha, the Buddha often stayed there. In this way, near a place 
where poisonous herbs ( visatrna ) grow, there must be a medicinal herb ( osadhi). Some stanzas say: 

If the lion (, simha ), 

King of all the wild beasts, 

Roars out against small insects ( pranika ), 

340 p or puj-gjja an( j the heretic techers, cf. B. C. Law, Six heretical Teachers in BS, III, p. 73-88; Barua, History of Pre- 
Buddhist Philosophy, Calcutta. 

341 DIrganakha has already been mentioned. - The conversion of Vatsagotra is recounted in detail in the three 
Vacchagottasuttas in the Majjhima (no. 71-73), I, p. 481-497. The last two may be found in the Chinese Samyukta, Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 962 and 964), k. 34, p. 245b sq. In the Samyukta, all these sutras are located at Rajagrha, in the 
Kalandakavenuvana, which confirms the assertion of the Mpps according to which Vatsagotra lived in Rajagrha. On the 
other hand, in the Pali Majjhima, the related suttas on the same individual are located respectively at Vaisall, SravastI and 
Rajagrha. - Kokanada is a parivrajaka who debated with Ananda on the eternity of the world and the other reserved 
points. A Kokanadasutra has been discovered in central Asia by Griinwedel, published by R. Pischel, Bruchstucke des 
Sanskritkanons des Buddhisten aus Idykutsari TP, SPAW, XXV, 1904, p, 820. Very close, the Chinese version of Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 967), k.34, p. 248b (cf. S. Levi, Le Samtyuktagama Sanscrit et les feuillets de Griinwedel, TP, 1904,p. 297- 
309). The corresponding Pali sutta is in Aiiguttara, V, p. 196. 

342 Srlgupta, brother-in-law of Jyotiska and disciple of Piirana. To avenge his teacher who had been ridiculed by 
Jyotiska, he invited the Buddha and his monks to dine, prepared poisoned food, had a ditch dug filled with hidden fire and 
threw his wife, Jyotiska's sister, into a dungeon. Disregarding the warnings of the devas, the Buddha accepted this 
invitation. Under his feet, the fire-filled ditch was changed into a pool covered with lotuses. Srlgupta freed his wife and 
asked her to intercede for him with the Buddha, then he came himself and asked for pardon. The Buddha reassured him 
and ordered the monks to chant the samprakyata which renders poisonous food harmless. Srlgupta is well known to the 
Sanskrit and Chinese sources: Avadanakalpalata, ch. VIII, (T i, p. 258-270); Tseng yi ahan T 125, k. 41, p. 773c; Ta 
tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 67), k. 13, p. 327c-333a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 361-386); To hou tchang tcho 
king, T 545, vol. XIV, p. 840 sq. (Tibetan correspondent: Dpal sbas, Mdo XVI, 17; Csoma-Feer, p. 262; OKC, no. 883); 
Che song liu, T 1435, k. 61, p. 464b: Ken pen chouo... mou to kia, T 1452, analyzed fully by S. Levi, Le Sutralamkara et 
ses sources, JA, July-Aug. 1908, p. 154-158; Hiuan tsang (tr. Beal, II, p. 151; Watters, II p. 150); Yi tsing (tr. Takakusu, 
p. 39). - In the Pali sources, Sirigotta is a lay devotee, filled with devotion to the Buddha and scorned by the Nirgrantha. It 
is his friend Garahadinna who offers to the Buddha the poisoned food described above; cf. Dhammapadattha, I, p. 434- 
447 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 92-99); Milinda, p. 350. 

343 The traps laid for the Buddha by Devadatta and Ajatasatru are well known. It suffices here to refer to the handbooks: 
Kern, Histoire, I, p. 186; Manual, p. 38; Thomas, Life of Buddha, p. 132; T. W. Rhys-Davids, Devadatta, in ERE, IV, p. 
675-677. 
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He is laughed at by all. 

If it is against the tigers ( vydghra ), wolves 
And other ferocious beasts 
That he roars so powerfully, 

He is valued by the experts. 

The teaching masters are like the ferocious tigers, 

But, in their midst, [the Buddha] fears nothing. 

These great sages have seen much, heard much ( bahusruta ), 
But amongst them [the Buddha] is foremost. 


Since these great sages ( mahapandita ) and great learned one ( bahusruta ) live at Rajagrha, the Buddha 
often stays there.. 

4. Furthermore, king P'in p'o so lo (Bimbasara) had gone to K'ieye sseu cho (Gayaslrsa) to see the Buddha 
and his followers, the 1000 Kie fa (Jatilas) who [had become] arhats. Then the Buddha preached to the 
king who attained the state of Siu t'o houan (srotaapanna, entiy into the stream). After that, the king 
invited the Buddha in these words: "I would like the Buddha and his community ( samgha ) to come to my 
city of Rajagrha and accept, for their lifetime, the clothing ( cfvara ), leather (carman), food ( ahara ), beds 
and seats ( sayanasana ) and medicines ( bhaisajya ) that I will furnish for them." The Buddha accepted his 
invitation and that is why he frequently resides at Rajagrha.344 

5. Furthermore, of the four directions (dis) in Yen feou t'i (Jambudvlpa), the east ( purva dik) is the foremost 
because the sun rises there; next are the south ( daksind dik), west ( pascima dik) and north ( uttard dik). In 
the west, the country of Magadha is the most powerful. In the country of Magadha, the city of Rajagrha is 
the most powerful: it contains 120,000 households. After the Buddha's nirvana, king A cho che 
(Ajatasatru), whose lineage had weakened, abandoned the great city of Rajagrha and built a small city one 
yojana in size nearby called Po lo li fou to lo (Pataliputra). 345 jf the latter prevails over all the other cities, 
what then should be said of Rajagrha? 


344 F or Bimbasara's invitation, see above. 

345 Pataliputra, presently Patna, below the point where the Gandak from the north and the Sone from the south flow into 
the Ganges (L. A. Waddell, Discovery of the exact site of Pataliputra, Calcutta, 1892; AR, Arch Surv 1912-1913). - In 
times gone by, the city was called Kusumapura or Puspapura "City of flowers' (Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 8, p. 910c; 
DIpavamsa, XI, v. 28; Mahavamsa, IV, v. 31; Mahabodhivamsa, p. 153; later it was called Pataliputra following the 
wedding of a young brahmin with a branch of pdtala or begonia (Hiuan tsang, ibid., tr. Watters, II, p. 87). - Shortly before 
his death, the Buddha went to the village of Pataligrama where the ministers of Ajatasatru, Sunldha and Varsakara, built a 
fortress to serve as defense against the Vrjis. The Buddha foretold the greatness of that city from that time on, but 
declaring that it would be menaced by the threefold perils of fire, flood and disharmony. Escorted by the two ministers, he 
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6. Furthermore, at Rajagrha there are many intelligent people ( medhavin ) learned and wise, which is not 
the case in the other lands. 


7. Furthermore, some men, before attaining the Path, wait for the time, the place and the wished-for 
individual. The Buddha knows in advance that Che t'o houan yin (Sakradevendra) and 80,000 devas should 
attain the Path at Magadha in the Rock Cave ( sailaguha ).^46 That is why he often stayed at Rajagrha. 

8. Furthermore, this land is wealthy; when one begs for one's food, one obtains it easily. This is not the 
case in the other lands. This wealth is the result of three causes: 

i. King Bimbasara had given orders that food always be provided near his palace for 1000 bhiksus.347 

ii. Chou t'i k'ie (Jyotiska), born among humans, nevertheless possessed the wealth of a god. 348 

iii. A po lo lo (Apalala), king of the nagas, was converted because of a good thought ( kusalacitta ) and 
became a disciple of the Buddha. To prevent famines ( durbhiksa ), he caused an unceasing beneficial rain 
to fall. That is why this country is wealthy.349 


went to the Ganges; the gate through which he left the city and the place where he crossed the Ganges received the names 
of Gautamadvara ‘Gautama's gate' and Gautamatlrtha 'Gautama's ford' respectively (Vinaya, I, p. 226-230; Drgha, II, p. 
84-89); Udana, VIII, 6, p. 85-90; Chinese versions of Mahaparinirvanasutra, T 1, k. 2, p. 12; T 5, p. 162b-c; T 6, p. 177c; 
Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 14, k. 36, p. 384c; Rockhill, Life, p. 127). - Pataliputra soon supplanted Rajagrha and became 
the capital of Magadha under king Udayin or Udayibhadra, son of Ajatasatru, the Kunika of the Jain sources (Vinaya, tr. 
Rh. D. - Oldenberg, II, p. 102). In any case, Munda, grandson of Ajatasatru, made Pataliputra his residence (Anguttara, 
III, p. 57; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 679a). However, according to Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 8, p. 911a. it was a 
certain Asoka (Kalasoka?), great-grandson of Bimbasara, who changed the capital of Magadha from Rajagrha to 
Pataliputra. - Shortly after Kalasika, the throne of Magadha passed to the Nanda dynasty, then to that of the Mauryas. 
Megasthenes, ambassador of Seleukos in the service of Candragupta, about 305 BC, has left for us a description of the 
city of Palimbothra (= Pataliputra): "This city extends, on each side, in its greatest length, 80 stades (15 km.); in width, 15 
stades (3 km.); a moat surrounds the entire city 6 plethres (180 m.) in width, 20 cubits (15 m.) in depth. The surrounding 
wall has 570 towers and 64 gates" (Arrien, X, 6; tr. P. Chartraine, Les belles Lettres, p. 37). These dimensions hardly 
agree with the information given by the Mpps which attributes to Pataliputra a circumference of one yojana. 

346 This is the Indrasailaguha; see above. 

347 s ee above. 

348 p or t [ le s t or y 0 f jyotiska and a description of this wealth, refer to the Dhammapadattha, p. 207-221 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends, III, p. 319-331); Divyavadana, XIX, p. 262-290 (tr. H. Zimmer, Karma, ein buddhistischer Legendenkrans, 
Miinchen, 1925, p. 105-174); Fo wou po ti tseu, T 199 (nO. 17), p. 195; Chou t'i k'ie king, T 540, vol. XIV, p. 825; Tapan 
nie p'an king, T 375, k. 28, p. 789a; Rockhill, Life, p. 65-70, 94-95. 

349 Evidently this is the serpent Alala, protector of Magadha. The story of his conversion is told in the P'ou sa pen hing 
king, T 155, k. 2, p. 116a-l 19a, and summarized in Hobogirin, Aharara, p. 10, in the following words: The pool of Yeou 
lien, near Rajagrha, is the home of a dragon named Sundara which destroyed the crops in the Magadha. A brahmin 
subdued it by means his magic and the population rewarded him with gifts, but when the Buddha was about to establish 
Rajagrha, his beneficent activity sufficed to repress the activity of the dragon and the people stopped offering gifts to the 
brahmin. Irritated, he vowed to become a dragon along with his wife and two children; to be assured of the realization of 
this vow, he acquired the merit of offering a meal to the Buddha's four great disciples. Then he took the place of the 
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[78b] Thus, after the nirvana of the Buddha, the sthavira Mo ho kia cho (Mahakasyapa), wishing to gather 
together the scriptures, looked for a wealthy country where begging would be fruitful and where the 
scriptures could be quickly collected. After reflecting, he thought of Rajagrha where, under the order of 
king Bimbasara, food was always prepared for 1000 bhiksus. True, the king was dead, but this custom had 
not been abolished. At Rahagrha food was easy to find and the scriptures could easily be collected 
there. ^50 In other countries, this was not always the case: "When the alms-round is made, the heretics 
(i tfrthika ) would come to engage in debates; if one debated with them, the gathering of the scriptures would 
suffer; if one did not engage in debate with them, they would say: 'These sramanas are not good for us.' “ 
For all these considerations, Mahakasyapa chose 1000 great arhats and went to the Grdhrakutaparvata to 
compile the basket (pitaka ) of the texts there. For these three reasons, we know that begging was 
successful in the land of Magadha. 

On the other hand, in the Agamas and in the Vinaya, it is said that at P'i ye li (Vaisall), there are often 
famines (durbhiksa)r’- > * Similarly, the Hiang nan t'o p'o nan t'o long wang hiong king 


dragon Sundara and began to ravage the crops, of which he left only the straw, hence his name Palala 'Without straw'; his 
wife, changed into a dragon, received the name Pi cheou ni, and one of his sons, the name K'i chan ni. King Ajatasatru 
asked the Buddha for help; aided by Vajrapani, who split the mountain with his thunderbolt, the Buddha subjugated the 
dragon, his wife and children, and all the dragons and demonic creators of illnesses were saved in the naighboring 
kingdom of Vaisall. - A somewhat different story, but also located in Magadha, is told in a commentary on the 
Ekottaragama, the Fen pie kong to louen, T 1507, k. 5, p. 559): The brahmin Fan che, who had taken birth in the form of 
the dragon Apalala and ravaged the crops in Magadha, was transported to the north-west of India: the Mpps, below at k. 
9, p. 126b, tells us that the Buddha went to north-western India to the land of Yue tche and there subjugated the king of 
the dragons, Apalala. A large number of texts tell this legend of the north-west of India: Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 
1448, k. 9, p. 40b (tr. in Przysluski, ibid., p. 510): In northern India, the dragon Apalala, vanquished by the Buddha aided 
by the yaksa Vajrapani, was converted along with his wife and children. [The Buddha predicted that one hundred years 
after his nirvana, the disciple Madhyantika would convert the poisonous dragon Huruta in Kasmir]. - Several texts allude 
to this episode: Divyavadana, p. 348, 385; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 604), k. 23, p. 165b22; Legend of Asoka in T 2942, k. 1, 
p. 102b and T 2043, k. 2, p. 135b. 

Hiuan tsang locates in a pool near the sources of the Shubhavastu (Swat) the place where the Buddha, with the aid of 
Vajrapani's thunderbolt, tamed the dragon Apalala, the reincarnation of the brahmin Gangi. However, in order to assure 
his livelihood, the Buddha permitted him to raise a storm every twelve years (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 3, 882b-c; tr. Beal, I, p. 
122; Watters, I, p. 229). 

Other dragons, also tamed by the Buddha, are possibly identical with Apalala; for example, the dragon Aravala that 
ravaged Kasmir and was tamed by Madhyantika (Samantapasadika, I, p. 65; Mahavamsa, XII, v. 9-20, tr. Geiger, p. 82; 
Chan kien p'i p' cha liu, T 1462, k. 2, p. 685a, tr. by Przyluski, N.-O. de llnde, p. 562), and the dragon Ho lo (53 and 10; 
122 and 14), [probably Aravala], converted by the Buddha (Hien kie king, T 425, k. 4, p. 30b). For the monuments, see 
Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 544-553. 

350 Qf Vinaya, II, p. 285: Atha kho therdnam bhikkunam.... upgaccheyyun ti. - The same deliberation in the other 
Vinayas, cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 140, 172, 20294, 226. 

Famines at Vaisall are mentioned in the Vinaya, IV, p. 23; Mahlsasaka Vinaya, Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 22, p. 152b. 
But the city of Rajagrha was not free of them as far as is known: Vinaya, II, p. 175; Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 
1450, k. 20, p. 202c. 
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(Nandopanandagarajadamanasutra)352 sa y S that at Cho p’o t’i (Sravastl) also there were famines. There 
were frequent famines in the other contries as well. But this is not the case for Magadha. This is why we 
know that Magadha is wealthy and that begging there is successful. 

9. Finally, between two mountains, Rajagrha is a well-protected retreat. In the other lands, the monasteries 
(vihara ) are on level ground; numerous crowds enter, leave and come and go as they please. These are not 
well-protected retreats. In the mountains of Rajagrha there are many viharas; contemplatives ( dhyayin ) and 
aryas who all love sheltered retreats settle there in great numbers. The Buddha, chief of contemplatives and 
aryas, frequently resides at Rajagrha. 

These are the various reasons why he often stays at Rajagrha. 


BUDDHA’S PREFERENCES FOR GRDHRAKUTAPARVATA 

Question. - If it is true that the Buddha resides preferentially at Rajagrha, why does he dwell more often on 
the Grdhrakutaparvata rather than at Venuvana? 

Answer. - I have already answered that question: the aryas and contemplatives ( dhyayin ) are happy in 
sheltered places. 

Question. - But at Rajagrha there are four other mountains: the Pi p'o lo po nou (Vaibharavana). etc. Why 
does he stay less often there than at Grdhrakutaparvata? 

Answer. - 1. Of the five mountains [of Rajagrha], the Grdhrakutaparvata is the best. Why is that? Because 
its monastery ( vihara ) is close to the city but difficult of access; this is why the crowds do not go there. But 
as it is near the city, begging is not tiring. That is why the Buddha resides frequently on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata and not elsewhere. 

2. Moreover, it is on the Grdhrakutaparvata that the sthavira Mo ho kia cho (Mahakasyapa) compiled the 
three baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). When he had saved the beings who could be saved, he 


352 a short sutra, the Pali original of which is reproduced in its entirety by Buddhaghosa in his Visuddhimagga, II, 
p.398-401 (title in Jataka, V, p. 126,1. 22), translated into Chinese by the Scythian Tche k'ien, under the title Long wang 
hiong ti king, T 597, vol. XV, p. 131, and into Tibetan under the name Kluhi rgycilpo dgah bo her dgcih hdul bain mdo, 
Mdo XXX, 21 (Csoma-Feer, p. 289; OKC, no. 755, p. 228). The Buddha along with 500 bhiksus went to the Trayastrimsa 
heaven which overhangs the palace of the naga king, Nandopananda. Angry, the latter wrapped himself seven times 
around Mount Meru to hide it from the Buddha's sight. Rastrapala and Bhadrika proposed to the Buddha to overcome 
him, but it was Maudgalyayana who was charged with this task. A terrible struggle ensued. The naga finally took to flight 
but, pursued and being brought back by Maudgalyayana, he changed himself into a young brahmin who took refuge in the 
Buddha. - The conversion of Nandopananda, which bears a striking resemblance to that of the dragon Apalala, is told or 
simply mentioned in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 28, p. 703b sq.; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 4, 1. 11; Divyavadana, p. 307, 
329, 395; Legend of Asoka (in Przyluski, Asoka, p. 257). - Below, the Mpps, k. 32, p. 300a-b, has Nanda and Upananda, 
two brothers, who want to destroy Sravastl. 
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wanted, like the Buddha, to enter nirvana. 353 In early morning ( purvahna ), having taken his bowl and his 
cloak (patracivaram dddya), he entered Rajagrha to beg (rdjagrham pinddya prdvikisat). Then he 


353 Tijg nirvana of Mahakasyapa, on which the Pali sources are silent, is related in a whole series of texts in greater or 
lesser detail: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 44, p. 789a; Mo ho mo ye king, T383, k. 2, p. 1013b; Mi 16 hia lota tch'eng fo king, 
T 456, p. 433b; Divyavadana, p. 61-62 (= Ken pen chouo...yao che, T 1448, k.6, p 25a-b; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 
1451, k. 40. p. 408c-409c (tr. J. Przyluski, Le Nord-Ouest de I'Inde, JA, 1914, p. 522-528); P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 20, p. 
99b, and especially k. 135, p. 698b: Kosa, VII, p. 120; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 4, p. 114a-l 16b (tr. Przyluski, 
Ashoka, p. 327-340); A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 7-8, p. 152 sq.; Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 863c (tr. Legge, p. 92-93); 
Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 9, p. 919b-c (tr, heal, II, p. 142-144; Watters, II, p. 143-146). - Because of their 
precision, here is a translation of two of these sources: 

T 456, p. 433b: At that time, Maitreya with his disciples went to the Grdhrakutaparvata. Having come to the foot of the 
mountain, peacefully and with slow steps he climbed the Lang tsi mountain (94 and 7; 157 and 6; probably Kukkurapada, 
'Wolf-track Mountain'). Having come to the summit, he tapped the mountain with his toes. Then the great earth shook 
eighteen times up to the top of the mountain. Maitreya then struck the mountain with two fingers of his hand and, like a 
cakravartin king, opened the gate of a large city. Then with heavenly-perfumed oil, king Brahma anointed the head of 
Mahakasyapa, struck the great gong gandi and blew the great conch of the Dhanna ( dharmasankha ). Mahakasyapa awoke 
from nirodhasamapatti, threw his upper garment over his shoulder ( ekamsam uttarasafigam krtva), knelt on his right knee 
(daksinam janumandalam prthivyam pratisthdpya) and, with his palms of his hands pressed together ( anjalim pranamya ), 
he took the samghatl of the Buddha Sakyamuni [of which he was the holder] and offered it to Maitreya, saying: "The 
great Teacher Sakyamuni, tathagata, arhat samyaksambuddha, when he was about to enter into nirvana, entrusted me with 
this religious robe to offer to you, O Venerable One." Then the great assembly asked Buddha Maitreya: "Who is on the 
summit of this mountain, this man with the head of an insect, tiny, ugly, carrying the robe, who made offerings to the 
Venerable One?" Then the Buddha Maitreya said to his great disciples: "Do not scorn this man... it is Mahakasyapa." 
Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 135, p. 698b: At the time of nirvana, why does the Buddha not keep the body of emanation 
(nirmanakaya) in order to continue to preach the Dhanna and benefit beings after his nirvana? Why, on the other hand, 
does the sthavira Mahakasyapa, after his parinirvana, keep his body and remain for a long time? The sthavira 
Mahakasyapa had gone to Rajagrha to beg his food and after he had eaten, he climbed the mountain of Ki tsou (172 and 
10; 157: Kukkutapada). This mountain had three peaks and looked like a cock's foot. The sthavira penetrated to the 
middle and, seated with crossed legs ( paryankam baddhva), he made the following declaration: "I wish that my body with 
my patched robes ( pamsukula ), my bowl (pdtra) and my staff ( danda ) may remain for a long time, for 57 kotis and 60 
hundred thousands of years, without decaying. When the Tathagata Maitreya, the fully enlightened arhat 
(samyaksambuddha ) ,will appear in the world ( pradurbhuta ), I will give him [this robe] that belonged to the Buddha." 
Having made this vow, he entered parinirvana and then the three peaks of the mountain closed into one over the sthavira 
who remained in perfect posture. When the Buddha Maitreya will appear in the world, he will lead numberless men and 
gods to the summit of this mountain and say to the assembly: "Do you want to see the great disciple Kasyapa who was 
foremost among all the disciples of Sakyamuni who practiced the rules of strict austerity ( dhutaguna )?” The assembly 
will answer: "We would like to see him." Then the Tathagata Maitreya will strike the summit of Kukkutapadaparvata with 
his right hand and the peak will separate again into three parts. At that moment, Kasyapa with his patched robes, his bowl 
and his staff will rise up into space ( dkasa ). The immense crowd of gods and men, seeing this miracle ( pratiharya ), will 
cry out at the miracle ( adbhtadharma) and their hearts will be moved. The Bhagavat Maitreya will preach the Dhanna as 
is proper and all will be able to see the truths. 
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ascended Grdhrakutaparvata^^ anc j said to his disciples; "Today 1 will enter [78c] nirvana-without-residue 
{nirupadhisesanirvana)." Having spoken thus, he enterd his house and, seated cross-legged ( paryankam 
dbhujya), he perfumed his body with pure absorptions (, andsravasamapatti ). The disciples of 
Mahakasyapa entered Rajagrha and said to the officials: "Do you know that the sthavira Mahakasyapa has 
today entered into nirupadhisesanirvana?" At these words, all the officials felt very sad. They said: "The 
Buddha has already disappeared (; niruddha ) and now Mahakasyapa who protected (pdlayati) the 
Buddhadharma also wants to enter nirupadhisesanirvana!" At twilight, officials and bhiksus met at the 
Grdhrakutaparvata. That same night, the sthavira Mahakasyapa came out of his concentration ( samdpatter 
vyutthdya), entered the assembly and sat down. He praised impermanence ( anityatd ): "All conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ), the results of causes and conditions ( pratityasamutpanna ), are impermanent; 
non-existent yesterday, existent today, tomorrow they return to non-existence; therefore they are 
impermanent. Being impermanent, they are suffering ( duhkha ). Being suffering, they are without substance 
(i andtmaka ). As they are without substance, the sage (pandita ) should not be attached ( abhinivisate ) to 'me' 
and 'mine' (ddymdtmfya). If he is attached to 'me' and 'mine', he experiences immense sadness and 
suffering. The mind ( citta ) should experience disgust ( samvega ) in the presence of all the universes ( loka) 
and seek renunciation ( vairdgya )." Proclaiming in every way the suffering at the heart of the universes 
( lokadhdtu ), he freed his mind in order to enter into nirvana. When he had finished preaching, he put on 
the robe (s amghdti) that he had received from the Buddha^ 5 once more and, taking his robe ( cfvara ), his 
bowl (pdtra ) and his staff ( danda ), he rose up into space like the golden-winged bird ( garuda ), [assumed] 
the four bodily postures (, kdyerydpatha ); seated, lying down, walking and standing. In his one body there 
appeared innumerable [79a] bodies that filled the universes of the east, then these innumerable bodies 


3^4 p[ c ascended the Grdhrakuraparvata and still more precisely, according to most of the sources (T 1451, p. 409b; T 
1545, p. 698b; T2042, p. 114c; T 2085, p. 863c; T 2987, p. 919b) the mountain ‘cock's foot' ( kukkutpadci ), probably a 
mountain chain making up part of the Grdhrakutaparvata massif; at least this is what may be inferred from the passage 
from T 456, p. 433b, translated above. Fa hien placed the Kukkutapada three li south of the bodhi tree (T 2087, p. 868c), 
Hiuan tsang placed it 100 li east of the Mo ho river (T 2087, p. 919b), and Yi tsing, near the bodhi tree (Chavannes, 
Religieux eminents, p. 47). - We know from Hiuan tsang and Yi tsing (l.c.) that this mountain was also called Gurupada, 
the mountain of'Teacher's foot'. - In the place of the reading 'Cock's foot' (Ki tsou: Kukkutapada), three sources at least 
(T 383, p. 1013b; T 456, p. 433b; T 1861, p. 270c) read 'Wolf-track' mountain ( Lang tsi). Watters, Travels, II, p. 144, 
followed by Demieville, Origine des sectes bouddhiques, MCB, I, 1931-32, p. 30, propose Kokapada as the Sanskrit 
equivalent. I [Lamotte] would assume that the three Chinese versions translated by Lang tsi an original Sanskrit having by 
mistake Kukkurupada , 'Dog's-foot', in place of Kukkutapada, 'Cock's-foot'. - Finally we note that two sources, apparently 
among the oldest (T 125, p. 789a; T 453, p. 422b) locate the nirvana of Kasyapa at the village of P'i t'i (81 and 5; 64 and 
9: Videha) in the country of Mo kie (Magadha). 

355 In the Samyutta, II, p. 221 (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, II, p. 149; tr. Geiger, II, p. 284), Kasyapa tells Ananda how 
he exchanged his robe made of patches of material (patapilotikdnam sahghdti) for the tattered used rags ( sanani 
pdmsukulani nibbasanani) of the Buddha. - The same sutra occurs in the Chinese version of the Samyuktagama, T 99 (no. 
1144), k. 41, p. 303b; T 100 (no. 119), k. 6, p. 418c. - On the other hand, in Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 9, p. 919c, the robe 
which Kasyapa had to give back to Maitreya is the monastic robe of the Buddha, all embroidered with gold, a gift of his 
aunt. 
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became one single body again. From the upper part of his body there came forth fire ( agni ), while from the 
lower part there came forth water (iidaka)\ then from the upper part there cameforth water, while from the 
lower part there came forth fire. 356 And he repeated the same phenomenon in the directions of the south, 
the west and the north. The community felt disgust for the world ( lokasamvega ) and all its members 
rejoiced. Then Mahakasyapa with his robe, his bowl and his staff made the following vow on the summit 
of Grdhrakiitaparvata: "I wish that my body will not rot. When Mi Id (Maitreya) becomes Buddha, my 
skeleton ( asthisamghata ) will reappear and with him I will save beings." Having reflected in this way, he 
penetrated right into the rock forming the mountain summit as if entering soft mud; and after he had 
penetrated into it, the mountain closed up once more.357 [ n future generations, the human lifespan will be 
84,000 years and a man's height 80 feet. When the Buddha Maitreya comes, the height of the Buddha will 
be 160 feet, his face will measure 24 feet and his halo ( vyomaka ) will be 10 li. Then, when beings learn 
that the Buddha Maitreya has appeared in the world ( prddurbhuta ), all together will embrace the religious 
life (pravrajita) to follow the Buddha. When the Buddha will proclaim the Dharma in the assembly 
{samgha) for the first time, 99 prabhedas of human beings will attain the state of arhat and will be 
endowed ( samanvdgata ) with the six superknowledges ( abhijiid ); in the second great assembly, 96 
prabhedas of human beings will attain the state of arhat; in the third there will be 93 prabhedas?^. These 
in turn will save innumerable men. At that time, people will often be lazy ( kusida ) and the Buddha 
Maitreya, seeing men in that state, will strike Grdhrakiitaparvata with his fingers; then the skeleton of 
Mahakasyapa, clothed in his samghati, will appear and prostrate at the feet of Maitreya, rise up into space 
and [once more] manifest the transformations ( parindma ) described above. Then the disciples of Buddha 
Maitreya, full of astonishment, will ask: "Who is this man? We say 'man' but he is so tiny. He is dressed in 
monk's robes and can accomplish the transformations." The Buddha Maitreya will reply: "This man is a 


356 j n other words, Kasyapa, according to the words of T 2042, p. 1145a, accomplished the 18 parindmas: these are the 
abhijnadharmani of the Mahavyutpatti, no. 210 sq. In mentioning the multiplying and then the reducing to a single one of 
Mahakasyapa's body, the Mpps is referring to the sixth and seventh abhijndkarmart: eko bhdva bahudhd bhavati, bahudvd 
bhutvaiko bhavati. - As for the phenomenon of emitting fire from the upper part of the body and water from the lower 
part and vice versa, this is known as the twin miracle (yamakaprdtiharya ). The Buddha accomplished this on several 
occasions (cf. Nidanakatha, p. 77, 88, 193; Sumangala, I, p. 57; Mahavastu, III, p. 115; Divyavadana, p. 161, 378) and the 
saints often produced it at the moment of their entry into nirvana (see above, the nirvana of Gavampati). On the 
mechanism and meaning of this miracle, see Dhammapadattha, III, p. 214-215 (tr. Burlingame, Legends , III, p. 45-47); P'i 
p'o cha, T 1545, k. 135, p. 698c.. 

35? According to some sources, when the rock closed up over Kasyapa, he at once entered into nirvana 
(Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1451, k. 40, p. 409a; Legend of Asoka, T 2042, K. 4, p. 115a; Vibhasa, T 1545, K. 135, p. 
698b; Hiuan tsang, T 2087, k. 9, p. 910). - According to other sources, and the Mpps is one of these, Kasyapa is merely 
slumbering or in nirodhasamapatti and will enter nirvana only after having given the Buddha's robe back to Maitreya 
(Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 44, p. 789a; T 456, p. 433b). 

358 According to the numerical system adopted by the Mpps (below, k. 5, p. 94b), wan, in Sanskrit prabheda, is 
equivalent to 10,000. - In other sources, the three asemblies of Maitreya are of different numbers: Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 44, p. 978a, attributes to them 96, 94 and 92 kotis of members [the koti, in Chinese yi, equals 10,000,000]. These are 
also the numbers in Maitreyavyakarana, v. 77080 (ed. S. Levi, Maitreya le consolateur, ML, Paris, 1932, II, p. 388: 
prathamah samnipdto 'sya.... muktandm santacetasam. 
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disciple of the past Buddha Sakyamuni. He is called Mahakasyapa, He is the foremost of the bhiksus who 
dwell in the forest ( aranyavdsin ), who have no desire ( alpeccha ), are content [with little] ( samtusta ) and 
follow the strict observances ( dhutagunavadin ).^59 ]-[ e j s a g rea t arhat who possesses the six 
superknowledges (, abhijna ) and the deliverances ( vimoksa ). During his time, the human lifespan was 100 
years; births were rare and deaths were frequent. If, with his minuscule body, Mahakasyapa was able to 
accomplish such great things, why do you not accomplish such miracles with your great bodies and your 
sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya )?" Then the disciples, shamefully, will experience great disgust ( samvega) 
[for the world] and the Buddha Maitreya, conforming with the dispositions of the assembly, will preach all 
the truths ( dharma ). Some will become arhats, non-returners ( andgamin ), once-returners ( sakrdagamin ), 
enterers into the stream ( srotadpanna ); others will plant the roots of good ( kusalamula ) [which will make 
them] pratyekabuddhas; others will acquire the patient acceptance of unborn dharmas 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ) and will become irreversible bodhisattvas ( avaivartikabodhisattva); finally, 
others will be reborn among gods and men ( devamanusya ) and enjoy all kinds of happiness. - From that we 
know that the Grdhrakutaparvata is a blessed and propitious place. The aryas love to reside [79b] there. 
The Buddha, the chief of the aryas, frequently resides on the Grdhrakutaparvata. 

3. Moreover, the Grdhrakutaparvata is the residence of Buddhas of the past ( atfta ), the future ( andgata) 
and the present (pratyutpanna ). Thus it is said in the Foa leou na mi ti li tseu king 
(Purnamaitrayanlputrasutra)360 : "The Buddha said to Puma: 'When the trichiliomegachiliocosm 
(trisdhasamahdsahasralokadhatu ) will will be burned up [at the end of] the kalpa, I will return and will 
always stay on this mountain. But weighed down by their fetters ( samyojandlingita ) and unable to see the 
qualities ( guna ) of the Buddha, beings will not see me.'" 

4. Moreover, the Grdhrakutaparvata is pure and fresh. It welcomes the Buddhas and bodhisattvas of the 
three times. No place is equal to it. That is why the Buddha stays there often. 


359 p f Divyavadana, p. 61: ayam sravakah Kdsyapo.... agro nirdistah. - In the Anguttara I, p. 23, Kasyapa was already 
proclaimed the foremost of the dhutavada or dhutangadhara; in the corresponding passage of the Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 3, p. 557b, he is said to be the foremost of those who practice the twelve dhutas. - The dhutangas or dhutagunas are the 
very strict rules favored by some Buddhists, in number either twelve or thirteen: Vinaya, V, p. 131, 193; Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 1127-1139; Milinda, p. 359; Dharmasamgraha, ch. LXIII, p. 13 (to be compared with Fa tsi ming chou king, T 764, p. 
661a); Visuddhimagga, p. 59, to be compared with Kiai t'o tao louen, T 1648, k. 2, p. 404b (cf. P, V, Bapat, 
Vimuttimagga and Visuddhimagga, Poona, 1937, p. 16 sq.). Kern, Histoire , II, p. 16-18; Manual, p. 75-76, has a good 
paragraph on the dhutangas. 

360 p araa Maitrayanlputra, in Pali Punna Mantanlputta, the most famous of the preachers (Anguttara, I, p. 23) plays only 
an eclipsed role in the canonical scriptures: he preaches the pratltyasamutpada to Ananda in the Samyutta, III, p. 105 (cf 
Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 261), k. 10, p. 66a) and debates with Sariputra in the Rathavinltasutta of the Majjhima I, p. 146 sq. 
(cf. Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 9), k. 2, p. 430a: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 33, p. 733c). On the other hand, he is rather 
important in the Greater Vehicle; thus, in the Saddharmapundarlka, the Buddha says that Purna Maitrayanlputra, having 
fulfilled the tasks of a bodhisattva, will attain the state of samyaksambuddha after numberless and measureless kalpas, 
and will be the tathagata Dharmaprabhasa who will be born in the very land of the Buddha. 

NOTE: The lengthy Sanskrit and Pali quotations have been abbreviated. 
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5. Moreover, the Mahayana sutras were most often preached at the Grdhrakutaparvata, rarely elsewhere. 
Why? Because this place is pure and constitutes a marvelous retreat. The Buddas of the three times and the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions praise (varnam vadanti ) and honor ( pujayanti ) this place. The devas, 
nagas, yaksas, garudas, gandharvas, kimnaras, mahoragas and other very powerful deities protect 
( pdlayanti ), honor and venerate ( satkurvanti ) this place. A stanza says: 

This Grdhrakutaparvata 

Is the residence of the Buddhas, 

The refuge of the arya: 

It protects them all. 

Suffering is abolished there, 

Alone, it keeps the true Dharma. 

6. Finally, it is there that the innumerable bodhisattvas of the ten directions, wise, marvelous and very 
powerful, come to see the Buddha Sakyamuni, greet him, pay their respect to him and listen to his Dharma. 
This is why the Buddha preaches the Mahayanasutras so often on the Grdhrakutaparvata, The Prajna is the 
most important of these sutras and, since he wishes to preach it today, why should it not be on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata? 

We have just explained in summary ( samdsatah ) why the Buddha resides on the 
Grdhrakutaparvata. 
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CHAPTER VI: THE GREAT BHIKSU SAMGHA 

• • 

Text commented on in this chapter (Cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4; Satasahasrika, p. 2-4): 

Mahatd bhiksusamghena sardham pancamatrair bhiksus ahasraih (1) sarvair arhadbhih (2) ksmasravair 
(3) nisklesaih (4) suvimuktacittaih suvimuktaprajhair (5) dAIeyair (6) mahdndgaih (7) krtakrtyair (8) 
apahrtabhdrair bharasahair (9) anuprdptasvakdthaih (10) pariksinabhavasamyojanaih (11) 
samyagajhasuvimuktair, ekapudgalam sthdpayitvd yad utdyusmantam Anandam saiksam 
srotadpannamr’^ * 

"The Buddha was accompanied by a great samgha of five thousand bhiksus; all were arhats, had destroyed 
the impurities, were free from the afflictions; their minds were well freed; their minds as well as their 
wisdom were tamed; they were great 'nagas'; they were accomplished and complete, 2 they had laid down 
the burden but were capable of bearing it; they had assured their own personal benefit; they had completely 
broken the fetters of existence; they were completely freed by perfect knowledge with the exception of 
Ananda who, being of the saiksa level, had [merely] entered the stream." 

Sutra'. Accompanied by a great samgha of bhiksus ( mahatd bhiksusamghena sardham). 

Sdstra: 

SARDHAM 

Sardham 'accompanied by' indicates the identity of place ( desa ), time ( kdla ), mind ( citta ), discipline (sila), 
views ( drsti ), path ( mdrga ) and deliverance ( vimoksa ). 3 


MAHAT 

Mahat, in the language of the Ts'in, means 'great', numerous ( sambahula ), or superior ( srestha ).364 

1. This samgha is great because it surpasses all the others, because it has broken all the obstacles (avarana) 
and because the gods ( deva ), kings ( rdjan ) and other great individuals respect it ( satkurvanti ). 

2. This samgha is numerous because there are five thousand members. 

3. This samgha is superior because it is able to refute the teachings (upadesa) of the 96 heretical sects (read 
wai tao = fifthika).-^ 


361 \y e ma y notice that this formula departs from the traditional text at certain points: three epithets are omitted, namely, 
vasibhutaih, krtcikaraniyaih and sarvacetovasiparamapdramitdpraptaih; on the other hand, bhdrcisahciih occurs here only. 

362 Rather free translation of krtakrtyaih which means 'having accomplished what had to be done'. 

363 Cf. Buddhaghosa, Sumangala, p. 35: Tena bhikkhusamghena ditthisilsdmannasamghdtasamkhdtena samanaganena ti 
attho. Saddhin ti ekato. 

364 cf. ibid., p. 35: Mahatd ti gunamahattena pi mahatd sahkhdmahattena pi. So hi bhikkhusamgho gunehi mahd ahosi 
apicchatadigunasatasamannagatastta, samkhaya pi mahd paheasatasamkhatatta. 
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BHIKSU 

[79c] What is a bhiksu? The bhiksu is a mendicant. 

1. He is called bhiksu because of his pure means of livelihood ( parisuddhdjiva ). Thus it is said in a 
sutra ;366; 

"Sariputra entered the city to beg his food; when he had obtained it, he sat down against a wall (kudyam 
nisrdya nyasidat) to eat. Then a brahmacarinl named Tsing mou (Sucimukhl) came to see Sariputra and 
asked him: 


365 Qf Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 410. 

366 ■pkg Sucimukhl sutra, taken from Samyutta, III, p. 238-240 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, III, p. 189-191). The 
Chinese version is in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 500), k. 18, p. 131c-132a. Here are the main passages: 

1. Ekam samayam ayasma Sdriputto Rdjagahe viharati Veluvane Kalandakanivape. 

2. Atha kho ayasma Sdriputto pubbanhasamayam nivasetvd pattacivaram adaya Rdjagahe pindaya pdvisi. Rdjagahe 
sapaddnam pindaya caritva tarn pindapdtam anhaturam kuddam nissaya paribhunjati. 

3. Atha kho Sucimukhl paribbdjikd yenayasmd Sdriputto tenupasahkami. upcisahkamiyva dyasmantam Sariputtum etad 
avoca L 

4-7. Kim nu kho samana adhomukho .... ubbhamukho .... disdmukho .... vidisdmukho bhuhjasiti. Na khvaham bhagini 
adhomukho .... ubbhamukho ....disdmukho .... vidisdmukho bhuhjdmiti. 

8. Kathahcarahi samana bhuhjasiti. 

9. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand vatthuvijja tiracchdnavijjaya micchdjivena jivikam kappenti. ime vuccanti bhagini 
samanabrdhmana adhomukhd bhuhjantiti. 

10. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand duteyyapahinagamandnuyogd miccajivena jivikamkappenti, ime vuccanti 
bhagini samanabrdhmandubbhamukhd bhuhjantiti. 

11. Ye hi keci bhagini samanabrdhmand duteyyapahinagamananuyoga micchdjivena jivikam kappenti. ime vuccanti 
bhagini samanabrdhmna disamukha bhihjantiti. 

12. Ye hi keci samanabrahamana ahgavijjdtiracchanavijjaya micchajivikam kappenti, ime vuccnati bhagini 
samanabrdhamana vidisdmukhd bhuhjantiti. 

13. So khdvam na bhagini vatthuvijja ... na nakkhattavijjd ... na duteyyapahinagamananuyoga ... na ahgavijja 
tiracchdnavijjaya micchdjivena jivikam kappemi. Dhammena bhikkham pariyesdmi dhammena bhikkham pariyesitvd 
bhuhjdmiti. 

14. Atho kho Sucimukhi paribbdjjikd Rdjagahe rathiyaya rathiyam sihghdtakena sihghdtakam upashkamitvd evam 
arocesi. Dhammikam samana sakyaputtiya dhdram dharenti anavajjam samana sakyaputtiya cihdram dharenti. detha 
samananam sakyaputtiyanam pindan ti. 

The Chinese version of the Tsa a han follows the Pali text closely but at the end adds an interesting detail which the Mpps 
does not mention: "At that time, some tlrthika pravrajikas heard the tlrthika Sucimukhl who was praising the sramanas, 
sons of the Sakyas. Out of jealousy, they killed the tlrthika pravrajika Sucimukhl. After her death, she was reborn among 
the Tusita gods because she had faith ( sraddhacitta ) in the venerable Sariputra." 

The main differences that we notice between the various redactions of the Sutra of Sucimukhl oblige us to recognize that 
the Mpps has borrowed its quotation from a canonical collection departing considerably from the tradition represented by 
the Pali Samyuttanikaya and the Chinese Samyuktagama. 


173 



- O Sramana, are you eating? 

-1 am eating. 

- Sramana, are you eating with your face down ( adhomukho bhunjasi )? 

- No, sister, he answered. 

- Are you eating with your face up in the air (; urdhvamukho bhunjasi )? 

-No. 

- Are you eating with your face turned in the four cardinal directions ( dinmukho buhjasi )? 

-No. 

- Then are you eating with your face turned in the four intermediate direction of the horizon ( vidisdmukho 
bhunjasi)! 

- No, not that. 

Then Sucimukhl said to him: 

- There are four ways to eat. I have asked you and you answer in the negative. I don't understand. You 
must explain. 

Sariputra said to her: 

- There are monks ( pravrajita ) who compound medicinal herbs ( osadhi ), plant grain and cultivate trees, 
etc. Those who follow these impure means of livelihood (, asuddhajiva ) 'eat with their face down'. - There 
are monks who observe the stars ( naksatra ), the sun and the moon ( suryacandramas ), the wind and the 
rain ( vdyuvarsa ), the clouds and the clear sky (: megavidyut ), the thunder and lightning. Those who follow 
these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face up in the air'. - There are monks who flatter important 
people, carry their messages in the four directions of the horizon and solicit their favor with specious 
words. Those who follow these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face turned in the four cardinal 
directions.' - There are monks who study all kinds of magical spells {mantra), curses, charms, etc. Those 
who follow these impure ways of livelihood 'eat with their face turned in the four intermediate directions of 
the horizon'. As for me, I do not want any of these four impure ways of getting my food; I follow this pure 
way of livelihood ( parisuddhdjTva ) which consists of begging my food (pindapdta ). 

Then, hearing him speak of this pure food conforming with the Dharma (parisudda dhdnnika dhdra), 
Sucimukhl rejoiced and had faith {sraddhd). Sariputra attained the [80a] state of srotaapanna for having 
preached the Dharma." 

Therefore one is called bhiksu in accordance with this pure means of livelihood which consists of begging 
one's food. 
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2. Furthermore, bhi means to cut ( bhid) and ksu means afflictions (ksud = klesa). The person who has cut 
the afflictions is called bhiksu. 367 

3. Furthermore, the [monk] who has gone forth from home ( pravrajita ) is called bhiksu. It is like the 
eastern (Hou), Chinese (Han) and Tibetan slaves who each have their name. 

4. Furthermore, the one who says, from ordination ( upasampad) onward: "I, the bhiksu so-and-so, will 
observe the precepts (sfla) for my whole life. "368 

5. Furthermore, bhi means to frighten (bhi) and ksu means ability (ksam). The one who has the power to 
frighten Mara and his followers [is called bhiksu]. When the monk goes forth from home (pravrajita ), 
shaves his head, puts on the saffron robe ( kdsdya ) and receives the precepts (sfla), Mara is frightened 
because he thinks: “This man will definitely enter into nirvana in time." It is as the Buddha said: "The man 
who shaves his head, puts on the saffron robe ( kdsdya ) and resolves (ekacittena) to accept the precepts, 
will know how gradually to cut the bonds ( bandhana ) and decrease suffering: he will enter into nirvana." 


SAMGHA 

What does samgha mean? In the language of the Ts'in, samgha means assembly. The gathering together of 
many bhiksus in one place is called samgha. In the same way, a group of large trees is called a forest 
(vana). Taken separately, the trees do not make up a forest, but if they are cut down one by one, there is no 
longer a forest. In the same way, taken separately, the bhiksus do not make up a samgha, but if they are 
removed one by one, there is no longer a samgha. The bhiksus must be gathered together to constitute a 
samgha .369 

There are four types of samgha: 1) the assembly having shame ( hrfmat), 2) the shameless samgha 
(dhnkya), 3) the assembly of dumb sheep (i edamuka),® 4) the true samgha ( bhuta ).371 


36? Bhinnaklesatvad bhiksuh is a traditional etymology; cf. the commentaries of the Vibhanga, p. 328, the Vimanavatthu, 
p. 29, 214, and the Petavatthu, p. 51; Mahayutpatti, no. 8753; Kosha, IV, p. 97. - More detailed, the Mahaniddesa, p. 70, 
which proposes: sattannam dhammanam bhinnattd bhikkhu. 

368 This i s the monk who has received the usual ordination by the fourfold action of public declaration 
(jnapticaturthakakarmanopasampanno bhiksuh). Cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 1, p. 2b9 ( = Mahavyutpatti, no. 8754). - 
The natticatutthakamma is described in the Vinaya, I, p. 56, 317 sq.; II, p. 89; III, p. 156; IV, p. 152. 

36? According to Buddhaghosa and the Pali commentators, the samgha assumes a commonality of views and precepts; cf. 
Sumangala, I, p. 230: ditthisilasamghatena samghato ti samgho. 

370 The Chinese translation Ya yang is an imaginative interpretation of the Sanskrit edamukha 'deaf-mute', where the 
word eda 'deaf has been combined with eda 'sheep'. Cf. Hobogirin, Ayo, p. 45. 

371 The Ti tsang che louen king, T 411, k. 3, p. 740c, also distinguishes four types of samgha: 

1) s. in the true sense ( paramarthasamgha ). 2) s. in the ordinary sense (samvrtisamgha), 3) s. of mute sheep 
( edamukasamgha. ), 4) shameless s. (Wou ts'an khei = dhnkyasamgha). The definitions that it gives correspond to those of 
the Mpps. - The same division of the samgha, increased by one point, is repeated by Samghabhadra in his Chouen tcheng 
li louen T 1562, k. 38, p. 557c: 
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1. What is the samgha having shame? This assembly observes the precepts ( sila ) without transgressing 
them; its [actions of] body and speech ( kdyavakkarman ) are pure ( visuddha ); it knows how to distinguish 
the beautiful from the ugly but has not attained the Path. 

2. What is the shameless samgha? This assembly violates the precepts; its [actions of] body and speech are 
impure; there is no evil that it does not commit. 

3. What is the assembly of dumb sheep? This assembly does not violate the precepts but its faculties are 
dull ( mrdvindriya ) and it lacks wisdom ( prajnd). ft is unable to discern the beautiful and the ugly, the light 
and the heavy, that which is sinful (dpatti ) and that which is not sinful (andpatti). If there is some business 
in the samgha where two people are arguing, it is not capable of cutting through the question and remains 
silent without saying a word like a white sheep that cannot make a sound until it is butchered. 

4. What is the true assembly? The true assembly is that of the saiksas and the asaiksas who reside in the 
four fruits (phala ) and practice the four paths leading to them. 


PANCAMATRA BHIKSUSAHASRA 

Sutra: [The assembly] was very numerous; a section of five thousand [men]. 

Sdstra : What is meant by very numerous? We call a [sum] which increases and rarely decreases very 
numerous. In a numerous assembly, if a group is taken out, there is a 'section'. Here in an assembly of ten 
thousand bhiksus, a section of five thousand men is taken. Hence the expression 'section of five thousand 
men'. 


1. ARHAT 

Sutra'. All were arhats. 

Sdstra: What does arhat mean? 

1. Ara means enemy ( ari ) and hat means to kill ( han ). He who has destroyed all these enemies that are 
called the afflictions ( klesa ) is called an arhat. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats who have destroyed all the impurities ( ksindsrava ) deserve ( arhanti ) veneration 
( puja ) by the gods and men of all the universes ( loka ). 

3. Finally, a designates negation and rahat designates birth. He who will never again be reborn in future 
generations is called arhat. 


2. KSENASRAVA 


1) ahnkyasamgha, 2) edamukhasamgha, 3) s. of partisans (P'ong tand seng = paksisamgha), 4) samvrtisamgha, 5) 
paramdrthasamgha. - Similar division in a commentary on the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1440,k. 2, p. 513b: 1) 
edamukasamgha, 2) ahrikyasamgha, 3) bhinnasamgha, 4) visuddasamgha, 5) paramdrthasamgha. 
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Sutra: They have destroyed the impurities. 

Sastra: They are called ksihasrava because they have completely eliminated the three impurities ( dsrava ) 
of the threefold world. 


3. NISKLESA 

Sutra'. They were free of the afflictions. 

Sastra : They are called nisklesa because they have destroyed all the fetters ( samyojana ), the attachments 
(updddna ), the bonds ( bandhana ), the obstacles ( nivarana ), wrong views ( drsti) and the envelopment of 
desire (paiyavasthdna ). 


4. SUVIMUKTACITTA, SUVIMUKTAPRAJNA 

Sutra'. Their mind was completely liberated as well as their wisdom. 

Sastra: Question. - Why are they suvimuktacitta and suvimuktaprajhal 

Answer. - 1. The heretics ( tfrthika ) who have renounced pleasure (virakta) acquire liberation of mind 
(cetovimukti) on one single point and by a single path, but they are not freed from all the obstacles 
(i avarana ). This is why the arhats alone are called suvimuktacitta and suvimuktaprajna. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats have acquired liberation of mind ( cetovimukti ) by a twofold path: the path of 
seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ) and the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ); this is why they are 
called suvimuktacitta. As for the Saiksas, while they have acquired deliverance of mind, they are not yet 
completely liberated because they still retain a residue of the fetters ( samyojana ). 

3. Furthermore, the dharmas auxiliary to the path ( mdrgapdksikadharma ) are not complete in the heretics 
(tfrthika). They seek the path by cultivating one single quality ( guna ) or two qualities but they are unable 
to find the path. According to them, the person who is seeking purity ( visuddha ) by alms-giving ( ddna) 
alone or by sacrificing to the gods ( devayajna ) can escape from grief (daurmanasya) and be reborn in a 
land of eternal bliss ( nityasukha ). Others speak about an eightfold path ( mdrga ) to go to purity: 1. 
individual insight ( svdvabodha ), 2. tradition ( sruti ), 3. study of the texts ( sutrddhydyana), 4. fear of inner 
suffering ( ddhydtmikaduhkhabhaya ), 5. fear of suffering inflicted by great beings 
(mahdsattvaduhkhabhaya), 6. fear of suffering inflicted by the gods (devaduhkhabhaya), 7. the acquisition 
of a good teacher ( dcdiyaldbha ), 8. generosity practiced on a grand scale ( mahdddna ). They say that only 
the eighth method [namely, generosity] merits the name of the path of purity ( visuddhimdrga ). 

Finally, some heretics consider only alms-giving (ddna) and discipline (sTla) as pure; others, alms-giving 
and dhydna ; yet others, alms-giving and the pursuit of wisdom (prajndparyesana). All these paths are 
incomplete. The person who calls the absence of any quality or just a few qualities purity (visuddhi) will be 
able to attain liberation of mind ( cetovimukti) to a certain degree but he will not be completely liberated 
(suvimukta), for in him the path of nirvana is not complete ( paripurna ). 
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[80c] A stanza says: 

The man who lacks qualities will be unable to cross 

The ocean of birth, old age, sickness and death. 

The man endowed with a few qualities will not be able to do more. 

The Path of good practices has been proclaimed by the Buddha. 

Here the Sin po t'o fan tche king (Subhadrabrahmacarisutra)-^- i s cited: 

"The brahmacarin Subhadra, 120 years old and possessing the superknowledges ( abhijnd), was on the 
shore of lake A na po ta to (Anavatapta).373 During the night in a dream he saw everybody without eyes, 
with bodies naked and deep in shadow; the sun had disappeared, the earth destroyed, the ocean dried up 
and Sumeru toppled over by wind-storms. He woke up frightened and said to himself: ‘What does this 
mean? My life has reached its end since the teachers of heaven and earth are about to fall. ’ Perplexed, he 
could not understand why he had had this bad dream. Formerly, he had a goddess friend 
(kalyanamitradevata ).374 she ca me down from the sky and said to Subhadra: ‘Fear not; there is an 
omniscient one (sarvajna) called Buddha who, during the last watch of the night, will enter into nirvana 
without residue (nirupadhisesanirvana); the dream which you have had is not about you at all. 75 


372 The conversion of Subhadra, to which the Mpps will return later (k. 26, p. 250a) is told in full in a series of texts: 
DIgha, II, p. 148-153 (tr. Rh. D., P. 164-169; Franke, p. 239-242); Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra: T 1 (no. 
2), k. 4, p. 25a-b; T 5, k. 2, p. 171c-172a; T 6, k. 2, p. 187b-c; T 7, k. 2, p. 203b-204b; Ta pan nie p'an king, T 375, k. 36, 
p. 850c sq.; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 979), k. 35, p. 253c-254c; Tsen yi a han, T 125, k. 37, p. 752; Ken pen chouo... tsa cho, 
T 1451, k. 38, p. 396 (cf. Rockhill, Life. p. 138); Avadanasataka, I, p. 227-240 (tr. Feer, p. 151-159); Siuan tsi po yuan 
king, T 200 (no. 37), k. 4, p. 220c-221b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 903c (tr. Beal, II, p. 35-36; Watters, II, p. 
30-34); Dhammapadattha, III, p. 375-378 (tr. Burlingame, Legends’, III, p. 130). 

373 In most sources, Subhadra is a citizen of Kusinagara; the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1451, k. 38, p. 396a) has him 
living on the shore of Lake Mandakini; according to the Mpps and the Tibetische Lebensbeschreibung (tr. Schieffner, p. 
291), he lived in the north near Lake Anavatapta. 

374 i n a previous existence when Subadhra was the bhiksu Asoka, this deity friend already had informed him of the 
imminent nirvana of the Buddha Kasyapa (cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 238). 

375 in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1451, k. 38, p. 396a, it is a fig tree that warned Subhadra: At that time, there was 
in Kusinagara a decrepit heretic parivrajaka called Subhadra, 120 years old. The citizens of Kusinagara respected him, 
venerated him and paid homage to him as to an arhat. Not far away, there was a large lotus lake called Man t'o tche eul 
(Mandakini) on the shore of which there grew a Won t'an po tree (Udumbara or Ficus glomerata). Once, at the time when 
the Bodhisattva was dwelling among the Tusita gods and had descended into his mother's womb in the form of a white 
elephant, that tree began to produce a flower bud. When he came into the world, the flower bud took on a more and more 
brilliant color. When he was an adolescent, it began to open up. When he was filled with disgust for old age, sickness and 
death and withdrew into the mountainous forests, it grew a little and took the shape of a crow’s beak. When he devoted 
himself to asceticism, it seemed to wither. When he gave up asceticism, it came back to life. When he took nourishment, 
it recovered its former form. When he attained supreme enlightenment, it expanded. When the god Brahma invited the 
Buddha to turn the wheel of the Dhanna at Benares, the fig tree and its flower shone brilliantly and its marvelous perfume 
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The next day, Subhadra went to the forest of Kiuyi na kie (Kusinagara). He met Ananda and said to him: ‘I 
have heard that your teacher teaches a new path to nirvana and today, during the [last] watch of the night, 
he is going to undergo cessation ( nirodha ). I feel some doubts (kdnksd) and I would like to see the Buddha 
so that he can dispel them.’ 

Ananda replied: ‘The Bhagavat is on the point of death. If you question him, you will tire him out.’ 

Subhadra repeated his request three times, but Ananda answered him in the same way each time. 

The Buddha heard this conversation from a distance and he ordered Ananda: ‘Let the brahmacarin 
Subhadra come here and question me freely. That will be my last talk. He will become my disciple shortly. ’ 

Then Subhadra, admitted into the presence of the Buddha, exchanged friendly salutations (, sammodamm 
katham vyatisdiya) and sat down to one side ( ekdnte nyausidat). He said to himself: ‘Some heretics who 
have renounced desires (anunaya) and wealth ( dhama ) and have gone forth from home ( pravrajita ) have 
not found the Path (margo), Only the sramana Gautama has found it.’ Having had this thought, he spoke to 
the Buddha: ‘In the territory of Yen feou t'i (Jambudvipa). six teachers claim each to be omniscient 
(sarvajnd). Is this statement correct?’ 

The Bhagavat answered with these stanzas:^76 


filled all the neighborhood. When the Buddha in his compassion had saved all the beings capable of being saved and had 
retired to Kusinagara where he lay down for the last time, the fig tree and its flower died, to the great terror of the 
spectators. Then Subhadra, seeing this transfonnation, had this thought: "There must be a misfortune at Kusinagara." At 
that moment, the protector goddess of the land (rdstrapdla) caused it to thunder and proclaimed to the people: "Today, in 
the middle of the night, the Tathagata will enter into nirupadhisesanirvana." 

376 Here for comparison are the Pali redaction (DIgha, II, p. 1521) and the Sanskrit (Avadanasataka, I, p. 231) of these 
famous stanzas: 

DIgha: Ekanatimso vayasa Subhadda . ito bahiddha samano pi n'atthi. 

Avadanasataka: Ekdnnatrimsatho vayasa Subhadra.... ito bahir vai sramani 'sti ndnyah. 

The only main difference between these two redactions is the variant pradesavakta in the place of padesavatti. - These 
stanzas have tried the sagacity of the translators: 

Rhys Davids, Dialogues , II, p. 167: But twenty-nine was I when I renounced the world, Subhadda, seeking after Good. 
For fifty years and one year more, Subhadda, since I went out, a pilgrim have I been, through the wide realm of System 
and of Law. - Outside of that, there is no samana. 

Kern, Histoire du Bouddhisme dans I'Inde, p. 232: J'etais age de vingt-neuf ans, Subhadra, lorsque je devins moine, 
recherchant la saintete. II y a plus de cinquante ans. Subhadra, depuis que je suis devenu moine, me mouvant sur le terrain 
de la regie legale, en dehors duquel il n'y a pas d'ascete. 

Franke, Dighanikdya in Auswahl iiberzetzt, p. 240: Ich ward Asket mit neunundzwanzig Jahren, Subhadra, um des 
Hcilsweg zu erfahren, und mehr als funfzig Jahre sind verstrichen, seit ich, Subhadra, bin dem Heim entwichen. Wer 
meines Wegs ein Stuck durchmass als Wandrer, heisst Samana allein mit Rccht. Kein andrer! 

Of these three translations, that of Kern has the merit of conforming closest to the interpretation of Buddhaghosa in 
Sumaiigala, II, p. 590. The Buddha left home (pravrajita) at twenty-nine years of age. This date is given by the Pali and 
Sanskrit stanzas cited above and confirmed by T 1, p. 25b; T 7, p. 204a; T 26, k. 56, p. 776b; T 99, p. 254b; T 125, p. 
752b; T 1451, P. 396c. On the other hand, in the Mpps, the Buddha left home at the age of nineteen years. This is perhaps 
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‘I was nineteen years old 

When I left home to seek the Path of the Buddhas. 


Since 1 left home 

More than fifty years have passed. 

In pure morality, dhyana and wisdom 
Heretics have no share in these. 

Having not the slightest share, 

How then would they be omniscient? 

In a system where the eightfold noble path ( aiydstangika marga ) does not occur, the first, second, third 
and fourth fruits (phala ) are missing; in a system where the eightfold noble path is found, the first, second, 
third and fourth fruits are present. O Subhadra, in my doctrine, there is the eightfold noble path and 
consequently the first, second, third and fourth fruits are present. The other systems, those of the heretics 
(tTrthika ), are all void ( sunya ): they contain neither the Path nor the fruits nor the [true] sramanas , nor the 
[true] brahmanas. Therefore in my great assembly there is the true lion's roar ( simhandda ).’377 

Having heard this doctrine ( dhanna ), the brahmacarin Subhadra immediately attained the state of arhat. He 
said to himself: ‘I must not enter nirvana after the Buddha.’ Having had this thought, he sat down opposite 
the Buddha with crossed legs (paryankam abhujya ) and then, by means of his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ), he emitted fire from his body which consumed it entirely. Thus he attained his cessation 

(nirodha).”37% 


a simple lapsus, but I [Lamotte] do not feel myself authorized to correct the text, since at least three sources fix the 
departure from home at nineteen years of age: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 7, p. 41c; Sieou hing pen k'i king, T 184, k. 2, 
p.467c; T'ai tseu jouei ying pen k'i king, T 185, k. 1, p. 475b. The last two of these even fix the exact date of departure, 
the 7th day of the 4th month of the 19th year of the Buddha. 

377 Compare Dlgha, II, p. 151 and Avadanasataka, I, p. 232-233. 

DIgha: Yasmim kho Subadda dhammavinaye.... pi tattha samano na upalabbhati. 

Yasmin ca kho Subadda dhammavinaye.... tattha samani upalabbhati. 

Imasmim kho Subhada dhammavinaye.... idha atiyo samano. idha catuttho samano. 

Suhhdparappavadd samanehi ahiie . loko arahantehi assa. 

Avadanasataka: Yasya Subhadra dharmavinaye.... sramanas tatra nopalabhyate. 

Yasmims tu Subhadra dharmavinaye.... caturtah sramanas tatropalabhyate. 

Asmims tu Subhadra dharmavinaye.... santtito bahih sramana va brahmana va. 

Sunyahparapravadah sramnair.... samyaksimhanddam nadami. 

The Mpps, which ends the homily by saying: "It is thus that in my great assembly, one can truly utter the lion's roar", is 
closer to the Sanskrit version where this finale occurs than to the Pali where it is absent. Apart from this phrase, the three 
texts agree perfectly. 

37% The Mahaparinibbanasutta (DIgha, II, p. 153) merely says that after the Buddha's homily, Subhadra was admitted 
directly into the order instead of having to wait the four months of probation imposed on members of a heretical sect, and 
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This is why the Buddha said: "Without qualities (guna), or with a few rare qualities, the auxiliary dharmas 
to the Path ( mdrgapdksikadharma ) are not complete ( paripurna ); one cannot find salvation." The Buddha 
has said: "When all the qualities are complete, one is able to save disciples." In the same way, a lesser 
physician ( vaidya ) who has only one or two kinds of medicine ( bhaisajya ) at his disposal is unable to cure 
serious sicknesses ( guruvyddhi ), whereas a great physician who has all the medicines can cure all the 
sicknesses. 

Question, - If it is by elimination of all the afflictions ( klesa ) of the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ) that the 
mind finds liberation ( vimukti ), why did the Buddha say that the mind finds its deliverance by elimination 
of grasping (trsna)?379 

Answer. - a. Grasping ( trsna ) is capable of fettering the mind because of its great power. This is why the 
Buddha spoke about it without saying anything about the other afflictions {klesa). When grasping is cut, 
the other afflictions are also cut by the same fact. 

b. Moreover, when it is said: "The king has arrived", we know that he is necessarily accompanied by his 
retinue (parivara ).^80 p is the same for grasping. Or again, when the head ( siras ) is seized, the rest of the 
body follows. It is the same for grasping. When it is cut, we know that all the other afflictions are also cut. 

c. Finally, all the fetters ( samyojana) depend ( apeksante ) on craving ( trisna ) or on wrong view ( drsti ). The 
afflictions {klesa) that depend on grasping fetter {avrinvanti) the mind {citta); those that depend on wrong 
view fetter wisdom (prajna). And so, when grasping is eliminated, all the fetters dependent on it are also 
eliminated and one attains deliverance of mind (cetovimukti); when ignorance {avidyd) is eliminated, all the 
fetters dependent on wrong view are eliminated and one attains deliverance of wisdom (prajnavimukti). 

4. Furthermore, these five thousand arhats are irreversible {aparihdnadharman) and have attained the 
knowledge relative to non-production of dharmas ( anutpdda jnana); this is why it is said that their mind is 
completely liberated as well as their wisdom ( suvimuktacitta, suvimuktaprajna), for they do not regress.381 


attained arhathood. But the majority of sources tell us, along with the Mpps, that Subhadra, not wanting to survive the 
Buddha, entered nirvana along with him. This detail is given by the four Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 
1, p. 25b; T 5, p. 172b; T 6, p. 187c; T 7, p. 204b), by the Samyuktagama (T 99, p. 254b-c), the Ekottaragama (T 125, p. 
753c). the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1451, p. 397a; Rockhill, Life, p. 138), the Avadanasataka, I, p. 234, and by Hiuan 
tsang. 

379 Samyutta, I, p. 39-49: tanhdya vippahanena nibbdnam iti vuccati, tanhaya vippahanena sabbam chindati 
bandhanam. Cf. Tsa a han, T 99, k. 36, p. 264bl2. 

380 Qf Atthasalinl,p. 67: Yathd raja dgato ti vutte.... dgato tipahhayatv. "When it is said 'The king has come', it is clear 
that he has not come alone, but that he has come with his retinue." 

Of the six types of arhat distinguished by scholastic Buddhism (Kosa, VI, p. 251; Puggalapannatti, p. 12), five, the 
parihanadarmas, etc., have only fortuitous deliverance ( sdmayiki vimukti) in view of being continually kept. Only the 
sixth, the akopyadharma, possesses an unshakeable ( akopya ) deliverance of mind independent of the circumstances 
(i asamayiki). The first five are susceptible of falling from deliverance; the sixth is definitively liberated. The five thousand 
arhats fonning the Buddha's entourage here are the unshakeable ones; this is because their mind is completely delivered 
(,suvimuktacitta ). On the other hand, Godhika, of whom we are about to speak, risked falling from deliverance. 
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The arhats susceptible of regression ( parihanadharman ) obtain [only] an occasional liberation 
(samayavimukti); thus K'iu t'i kia (Godhika), etc., although they attained liberation, were not completely 
liberated ( suvimukti ), as a result of the possibility of regression ( parihanadharma ). 38 ^ 


5. AJANEYA 383 

Sutra'. Their minds were tamed. 

Sastra : 1. Their minds remain even ( sama ) and indifferent ( ananya ) to marks of [81b] respect ( arcana ) 
and worship (puja ), as well as to hatred, curses and blows. Whether precious jewels or paving stones are 
thrown at them, they consider them as absolutely the same. Whether their hands and feet are cut with a 
knife or their body anointed with sandalwood ( candana ), it is the same and indifferent to them. 38 ^ 

2. Furthermore, their minds are tamed because they have cut passion ( rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), pride 
(i abhimana ) and delusion ( moha ) at the root. 

3. Finally, these arhats do not like what is pleasant, do not hate what is hateful, are not deceived by what 
leads to error. They are watchful over their six sense organs. This is why their minds are tamed. A stanza 
says: 

The man who watches over the six sense organs 
Is like a well-trained ( dAdneya ) horse. 

This true sage 
Is honored by the gods. 

On the other hand, fools ( bdla ) do not know how to watch 
views ( drsti ) inspired by passion (rdga), hatred (dvesa) and 
horse. That is why the arhats are called djdneya. 


over the sense organs. Not having cut wrong 
delusion (moha), they are untamed like a bad 


6. MAHANAGA 385 


383 Godhika made futile efforts to attain arhathood. He obtained only occasional deliverance of mind (samayiki vimukti) 
from which he fell six different times, In his disgust, he committed suicide, obtained the state of arhat at the moment of 
death, and thus attained nirvana. Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 120-122 where the expression samadhikd cetovimutti which occurs 
several times should be corrected to sdmciyikd cetovimutti ]; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 431-433 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, 
p. 90-91); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1091), k. p. 286a-b; Y 100 (no. 30), k. 2, p. 382c-383a; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 60, p. 312b; 
Kosa, VI, p. 262. 

383 As will appear from the explanations which follow, djdneya (from the root a + jan) is given here linked with the root 
a + jna. This is also the explanation of Buddhaghosa and the Pali commentators, cf. Jataka, I, p. 181; Dhammapadattha, 
IV, p. 4. . 

38 ^ See Hobogirin, Byodo, p. 272. 

383 According to the Dhammapadattha, mahdnaga means kunjarasamkhdtd mahdhatthine. 
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Sutra : They were great 'nagas' 

Sdstra: 1. Mahat means snake or elephant. Among the innumerable other arhats, these five thousand arhats 
are extremely powerful; this is why they are compared to a snake and an elephant. 

In the water, the snake is very strong; on earth, the elephant is very strong. - A great elephant ( gajapati ), 
well trained, can destroy a great army ( send ): it marches right up to it and does not turn back; it does not 
fear weapons (dyudha), does not turn back before water or fire; it does not swerve, it never turns back; 
when death comes, it does not avoid it. In the same way, the arhats who cultivate the dhyanas and wisdom 
(prajna ) are able to destroy Mara's army and the fetters ( samyojana ), their enemies. Whether one insults 
them or strikes them, they feel no anger or hatred. They have no fear and do not dread the fire and water of 
old age (jara) and death ( marana ). - The great naga, coming out of the ocean and mounted on a great cloud 
(megha), covers ( praticchadayati ) space ( dkdsa ). Emitting a great lightning bolt ( vidyut) that lights up 
heaven and earth, he lets fall an abundant rain ( varsa) that waters everything. In the same way, the arhats 
coming out of the ocean of dhydna and wisdom (prajna ), mounted on the cloud of loving-kindness ( maitri) 
and compassion (karuna), water the beings who can be saved. Manifesting great light (dloka) and all kinds 
of emanations (parindma ), they proclaim the true nature (bhutalaksana) of dharmas and rain down on the 
minds of their disciples so that the latter can bring forth the roots of good ( kusalamula ). 


7. KRTAKRTYA 

Sutra : They were accomplished (so tso = krtya) and complete (yi pan = b-ta). 

Sdstra : Question - What is meant by krtya and what is meant by krtal 

Answer. - 1. They are krtya because they have obtained the good dharmas [81c] (, kusaladharma ) such as 
faith ( sraddhd ), discipline (if/a), equanimity ( upeksd ), concentration (samddhi), etc. - They are b~ta 
because they have obtained the good dharmas, such as wisdom (prajna ), energy ( vuya ), the deliverances 
(vimoksa), etc. - Having these two types of [good] dharmas in full, they are called krtakrtya. 

2. Furthermore, the afflictions ( klesa ) are of two kinds: 1) those that depend on craving ( trsndpeksa ), 2) 
those that depend on wrong views (drstapeksa). The arhats are krtya because they have cut the afflictions 
that depend on craving; they are krta because they have cut the afflictions depending on wrong views. 

3. Furthermore, they are krtya because the see clearly the material dharmas ( rupidharma ); they are b~ta 
because they see clearly the non-material dharmas (drupyadharma). It is the same for the other pairs of 
dharmas: visible (sanidarsana) and invisible ( anidarsana ), offering resistance ( sapratigha ) and not 
offering resistance (apratigha), etc. 

4. Furthermore, they are krtya because they have cut the bad (, akusala ) and the morally undefined 
(avydb-ta) dharmas; they are b-ta because they meditate on the good dharmas ( kusaladharmamanasikara ). 

5. Furthermore, they are krtya because they are endowed ( samanvdgata ) with the wisdom that comes from 
hearing (srutamayTprajna) and the wisdom that comes from contemplating ( cintamayf prajna); they are 
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b-ta because they are endowed with the wisdom that comes from meditation (bhavanamayiprajna). 3^6 it 
is the same for all triads of drams. 

6. Furthermore, they are krtya because they have attained [the four nirvedhabhagiyas called] heat 
( usmagata ), peak ( murdhan ), acquiescence or patience ( ksdnti ) and the highest of worldly dharmas 
(laukikdgradharma); they are krta because they have attained the acquiescence or patience producing right 
knowledge of suffering ( duhkhe dharmaksanti ) and the other pure roots of good ( andsrava kusalamula). 

7. They are krtya because they have attained the path of seeing the truths ( satyadarsanamdrga ); they are 
krta because they have attained the path of meditation ( bhdvandmdrga ). 

8. They are krtya because they have acquired the path of the aspirants ( saiksamdrga ); they are b-ta because 
they have acquired the path of the masters ( asaiksamdrga ). 

9. They are krtya because they have obtained liberation of mind ( cetovimukti); they are krta because they 
have obtained liberation of wisdom ( prajndvimukti ). 

10. They are krtya because of destruction of all the impurities ( sarvdsravaksaya ); they are krta because 
they have attained total liberation. 

11. They are krtya because they have destroyed all the fetters ( samyojana ); they are b-ta because they have 
obtained definitive deliverance ( samayavimukti ). 

12. They are b-tya because they have assured their own personal interest ( svakdrtha ); they are krta because 
they have assured the interest of others (pardrtha ). 

These are the meanings of the epithet krtakrtya. 


8. apahrtabhara, BHARASAHA 

Sutra : They had set down the burden but were capable of carrying it. 

Sdstra: The five aggregates ( skandha ) are heavy ( dausthula ) and bothersome ( saddvihethaka ); that is why 
they are called burden ( bhdra ). Thus the Buddha said: "What is the burden? The five skandhas are the 
burden."3^ The arhats are said to be apahrtabhara because they have set down this burden. 


386 jijg p lrst p ra jfia i las as its object the name ( ndman ); the second, the name and the thing ( artha ); the third, the thing 
alone. Those who possess them can be compared to three men who are crossing a river: the one who cannot swim does 
not abandon the swimming apparatus for even moment; the one who can swim a little sometimes holds onto it, sometimes 
lets go of it; the one who can swim crosses without any support. - For these three prajhas, cf. DTgha, III, p. 219; 
Vibhanga, p. 324-325; Visuddhimagga, p. 439; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 42, p. 217c; Kosa, VI, p. 143. 

387 Bharah katamah? pahcopdddnaskanddh ; phrase taken from the Sutra on the burden and the bearer of the burden 
(Bhara or Bharaharasutra), of which there are several versions: Pali version in Samyutta, III, p. 25-26; Sanskrit versions in 
Kosa, IX, p. 256; Kosavyakhya, p. 706, Tattvasamgraha, I, p. 130 (cf. S. Schayer, Kamalasilas Kritik des Pudgalavada, 
RO, VIII, 1932, p. 88); Chinese translations in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 73), k. 3, p. 19a-b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 17, p. 
631a-632a. - This sutra is frequently quoted: Sutralamkara, XVIII, 103, p. 159; Visuddhimagga, II, p. 479, 512; 
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The arhats are also bharasaha, able to bear the burden: 


1. In the Buddhadharma, two burdens of qualities must be borne: that of the interest of oneself ( svakdrtha ) 
and that of the interests of others ( parartha ). The interest of oneself is destruction of all the impurities 
(. sai-vasravaksaya ), [82a] definitive deliverance ( vimukti ) and other similar qualities ( guna ). The interest of 
others is faith ( sraddha ), discipline {sila), equanimity (upeksa), concentration (samadhi), wisdom ( prajna ) 
and other similar qualities. The arhats are called bharasaha because they are capable of bearing their own 
burden and that of others. 

2. Furthermore, just as a vigorous ox (go-) can carry heavy loads, so these arhats who have acquired the 
faculties ( indriya ), the powers ( bala ), an awakening ( avabodha) and a path ( mdrga) that is free of 
defilements ( andsrava ) can bear the heavy load of the Buddhadharma. This is why they are called 
bharasaha. 


9. anupraptasvakArtha 

Sutra: They have assured their personal interest. 

Sdstra: What is meant by personal interest ( svakdrtha ) and personal disadvantage? 

1. Personal interest is the practice of the good dharmas (kusaladharmacaiyd). Personal disadvantage is the 
opposite, irreligion ( adharma ). 

2. Furthermore, faith (sraddha), discipline (sila), equanimity (upeksa), concentration (samadhi), wisdom 
(prajna) and the other qualities (guna) surpass all wealth ( dhana ), win present, future and eternal happiness 
(ihaparatranityasukha), and lead to the city of immortality (amrtanagara). For these three reasons, they 
are called personal interest. Thus it is said in the Sinp'in (Sraddhavarga):^8 

The person who acquires faith and wisdom 

Possesses the foremost of treasures. 

All the other wealth of the world 

Is not equal to this treasure of the Dharma. 

3. Furthermore, the attainment of present happiness (ihasukha), future happiness (paratrasukha) and the 
eternal happiness of nirvana (nirvdnanityasukha) is called personal interest. The rest is personal 
disadvantage. A stanza says: 


Nyayavartitika (Bibl. Ind.), p. 342. - European interpretations: L. de La Vallee Poussin, JRAS, 1901, p. 308; JA, 1902, p. 
266; Opinions, p. 83 sq.; Nirvana, p. 36; Minayeff, Recherches, p. 225; E. Elardy, JTAS, 1901, p. 573; Keith, Buddhist 
Philosophy, p. 82; S. Schayer, Ausgewahlte Kapitel aus des Prasannapadd, Crakow, 1932, p. X. 

388 ■pkg Sraddhavarga is one of the chapters of the Dhannapada. The stanza cited here is missing in the Pali 
Dhammapada but occurs in the Sanskrit Udanavarga, X, 9, p. 116: yo jivaloke labhate sraddham.... asyetare dhanam. 
This also occurs in the Tibetan Udanavarga, X, 9, p. 36: mkhas gah htsho bahi hjig rten na .... de yi nor g€an phal bar 
zad. 
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The world knows all kinds of strange doctrines on the path. 

It behaves just like [stray] cattle. 

It is necessary to seek the right knowledge and doctrine of the path 

In order to escape from old age and death and enter into nirvana. 

4. Finally, the noble eightfold path (diydstdhgika marga ) and the fruit of the religious life 
( srdmanyaphala ) are called the personal interest of the arhats. As these five thousand arhats have obtained 
the Path and its fruit and enjoy this twofold personal benefit, they are described as anuprdptasvakdrtha. 


10. P ARIKSEN AB HAVAS AMYOJ ANA 

Sutra'. They had completely broken the fetters of existence. 

Sdstra: There are three types of existence ( bhava ): existence [in the world] of desire ( kdmabhava ), 
existence in the world of form ( rupabhava) and existence in the formless world (, drupyabhava ). By virtue 
of actions belonging to the domain of the realm of desire (kdmadhdtvacarakarman ), one will be reborn 
later in this realm to undergo the retribution of these actions (karmavipdka ): this is what is called 
kdmabhava, existence [in the world] of desire. [Mutatis mutandis], it is the same for the rupa- and 
drupyabhava. That is what is understood by existence. 

The arhats have broken the fetters (pariksinabhavasamyojana ) [of this existence]. These fetters 
( samyojana ) are nine in number: attraction ( anunaya ), aversion ( pratigha ), pride ( maria ), ignorance 
( avidyd ), doubt ( vicikitsd ), wrong view ( drsti ), unjustified esteem (pardmarsa ), avarice ( mdtsarya ) and 
envy (frsya). 389 These samyojanas encompass all of existence and this existence encompasses all the 
samyojanas. Hence the expression pariksinabhavasamyojana. 

Question. - The fetters have indeed been broken in the arhats for they have eliminated all the afflictions 
( klesa ), but their existence {bhava) cannot be cut. [82b] Indeed as long as they are not nirvanized, they are 
still furnished with the five aggregates (skandha ), the twelve bases of consciousness {dyatana) and the 
eighteen elements of existence (, dhatu ). 

Answer. - This is not a difficulty, for by mentioning the result [the suppression of existence] here, we mean 
to speak of the cause [the suppression of the fetters]. 

Although the Buddha said: "By giving food, the generous patron (danapati) gives five things: life (ayus-), 
color (varna), strength ( bala ), pleasure {sukha) and intelligence {pratibhdna j, 39 ® food does no t necessarily 
give these five things: there are well-nourished people who die, others who are insufficiently nourished 


389 See Kosa, V,p. 81-84. 

399 Ariguttara, III, p.42: Bhojanam bhikkhave dadamano dayako patiggahakanam pahca thanani deti. Katamdni pahca? 
Ayum deti, vannam deti. sukham deti, balam deti, patibhdnam deti. - Chinese version in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, p. 
681a-b; Che che hou wou fou pao king, T 132, vol II, p. 854c. 
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who nevertheless live. [Usually] food is the cause of the five benefits given; this is why the Buddha said 
that by giving food, five things are given. A stanza says: 

By withdrawing all food, death is certain. 

But even if one eats, death is always possible. 

This is why the Buddha has said: 

By giving food, five things are given. 

Thus also a man can eat "five pounds of gold": although gold is not edible, by means of its power of 
purchase, it is the cause of food. This is why one says "eating gold". 

The Buddha also said that women are defilers of morality ( sflamala ). Actually, women are not the defilers 
of morality; rather, they are the cause ( hetu ) of defiling of morality and this is why it is said that they are 
the defilers of morality. 

If a man falls from on high, even before he has reached the ground, it is said that he is dead. Although he 
may not be dead [at the moment when he falls], we know that he will die; that is why it is said that he is 
dead. 

In the same way when the arhats have broken their fetters ( samyojana ), we know that their existence 
(bhava) also will necessarily be broken. That is why it is said that they have completely broken the fetters 
of existence ( pariksmabhavasamyojana ). 


11. samyagAjnasuvimukta 

Sutra: They were completely delivered by means of complete knowledge. 

Sdstra. - Compare the brahmacarin Mo kien t'i (Makandika). His disciples were carrying his corpse 
(kunapa ) on a litter ( khatvd ) through the city ( nagara ). While they were walking ( hatta ) through the 
crowd, they proclaimed: "Those who see the body of Makandika with their eyes will all obtain the path of 
purity ( visuddhimdrga ), all the more so those who will venerate ( vandanti ) and honor ( pujayanti ) it." Many 
people believed their words.391 Having heard of this, the bhiksus addressed the Buddha: "Bhagavat, what 
is this about?" The Buddha replied with these stanzas: 

To seek for purity in the contemplation of an abject individual 

Is neither knowledge nor the true path. 

391 The Anguttara, III, p. 276-277, gives a list of religious orders contemporaneous with the Buddha: Ajivika, Nigantha, 
Mundasavaka, Jatilaka, Paribhajala, Magandika, Tedandika, Avirrhala, Gotamaka and Devadhammika. T. W. Rhys- 
Davids has studied this list and has succeeded in identifying most of these congregations (Dialogues of the Buddha, I, p. 
220-221; Buddhist India, p. 145). With regard to the Magandikas, he says: "This name is probably derived from the name 
of the founder of a corporate body. But all their records have perished and we know nothing of them otherwise." The 
present passage of the Mpps tells us that these Magandikas, one of whom are known, are the disciples of the brahmacarin 
Magandika who promenaded the corpse of their teacher and promised salvation to those who contemplated it. 
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When the fetters and afflictions fill the mind. 

How could one find the pure path in one single glance? 

If one glance sufficed to attain the path, 

Of what use would wisdom and the treasury of the qualities be? 

It is wisdom and the qualities that lead to purity; 

To seek for purity by one glance is not reasonable. 

This is why it is said that the arhats are completely liberated by perfect knowledge ( samyagdjiid ). 


WHY THE ARHATS SURROUND THE BUDDHA 

Question. - The arhats who have done what is needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) should have no need to look 
for company. Why then are they always near the Buddha and not elsewhere, so that they save beings? 

Answer. - 1. If all beings of the ten directions without exception should honor the Buddha, the arhats, from 
gratitude for the benefits they have received, should [82c] honor him doubly. How is that? These arhats 
have received immense qualities ( apramanaguna ) from the Buddha: knowledge ( jnana ), destruction of the 
fetters ( samyojanacheda ), increase in the mind of faith (sraddhacittabahulTkara). This is why these very 
virtuous arhats stay close to the Buddha, to taste the blissful taste of the qualities ( gunasukharasa ), to 
venerate him (pujayati ), serve him ( satkaroti ) and recognize his benefits. Because they surround the 
Buddha, their buddha-qualities increase. - The Brahmakayikadevas surround Brahma devaraja, the 
Trayastrimsadevas surround Sakra devendra, the asuras surround their god Vaisramana, the minor kings 
surround the noble cakravartin king, the sick and the convalescents surround the great physician 
(mahdvaidya); in the same way, the arhats keep close to the Buddha and, because they surround him and 
venerate him, their buddha-qualities increase. 

Question. - The arhats who have done what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) and assured their personal 
interest ( anuprdptasvakdrtha ) have no need to listen to the Dharma. Then why is the Buddha accompanied 
by five thousand arhats when he preaches the Prajnaparamita? 

Answer. - Although the arhats have done what needed to be done, the Buddha wants to put them to the 
proof with the doctrine of profound wisdom (gambh iraprajnd) . Thus: “The Buddha said to Sariputra:^^? 

- In the Po lo yen king (Parayana), in the question of A k'i t'o (Ajitapanhe), it is said (Suttanipata, v. 1038): 

There are all kinds of aspirants ( saiksa ) 


392 Extract from the Bhutasutta of the Samyutta, II, p. 47 sq. (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, II, p. 36; tr. Geiger, II, p. 69 
sq.); Chinese translation in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 345), k. 14, p. 95b-c: 

Ekam samayam Bhagavd Savatthiyam viharati.... ayasmd Sdriputto tunhiahosi. 

The stanza from the Parayana explained in the sutra is taken from the Suttanipata, v. 1038. It is also cited in the 
Nettipakarana, p. 17 and the Jatakas, IV, p. 266. 
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And people who have experienced the truth ( samkhyatadharma ). 

The doctrine practiced by these people, 

I would like that you to tell it to me precisely. 

First, what is an aspirant ( saiksa ) and what is a person who has experienced the truth (, samkhyatadharma )? 

But Sariputra remained silent. Three times the Buddha asked him the same question, three times Sariputra 
remained silent. Then, to prompt him to the right answer, the Buddha said to Sariputra: 

- That which arises ( bhutam idam).... 

Sariputra continued: 

- Bhagavat, that which arises... that which arises must also perish (yad bhutam tad nirodhadharman iti). He 
who practices the teaching of the arising [and the destruction] of the conditioned (, samskrta ) is called 
saiksa. But the one who has found the teaching of the non-production of things ( anutpddadharma ) by 
means of wisdom is called Samkhyatadharma. 

This sutra has been cited at length here. 

2. Furthermore, the arhats stay close to the Buddha and listen to his doctrine because those who have not 
yet attained the impure or pure dhyanas ( sdsravdndsravasamddhi ) wish to attain them, and those who have 
already attained them wish to deepen them. 

3. Furthermore, [the arhats surround the Buddha] to enjoy the bliss of his presence ( abhimukhatdsukha ). 
Thus, in the Nan t'o kia king (Nandakasutra)T^3 it is said: "Just now I am listening to the Dharma." 

4. Furthermore, the arhats who stay close to the Buddha can never get their fill of listening to the Dharma. 
Thus in the P'i Ion t'i kia king (Pilotikasutra), Sariputra says [83a] to Pilotika;394 "In my Dharma, one 
never gets enough of listening to the doctrine." 

5. Furthermore, if the Buddha, the great teacher ( mahasastri ) himself listens attentively to the Dharma 
preached by his disciples, it is not necessary to ask why the arhats, quite perfect ( krtkrtya ) though they may 
be, in turn listen to the Dharma [preached by the Buddha]. If a satiated person starts to eat again when he 
finds exquisite food, how could a famished man not eat it? This is why the arhats, although they have done 
what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ), always stay close to the Buddha to hear the Dharma. 

6. Finally, the Buddha as well as the arhats dwell (viharati) in the state of deliverance (vimuktidharma). 
Endowed with these dharmas of dwelling ( vihdradharmasamprayukta ), they are surrounded ( parivrnvanti ) 
and mutually adorned ( alamkurvanti ). Thus it is said in the Tchan t'an p'iyu king (Candanopamasutra):^95 


393 p ro bably this is the Nandakasutta of the Samyutta, V, p. 398-390; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 833), k. 30, p. 213c-214a: 
Nandaka, a minister of the Licchavis, was listening to a sermon of the Buddha in the Kutagarasalapartisnat Vaisall when 
it was announced that his bath was ready. He answered: "Enough of outer baths! I will be content with this inner bath 
which is the goodness of the Blessed One" (alam dani etena.... idam Bhagavati pasddo). 

394 -pbe parivrajaka Pilotika was a declared supporter of the Buddha. He appears in the CuIIahatthipadopamasutta: 
Majjhima, I, p. 175; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 146), k. 36, p. 656a. 
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"When there is a forest of candana (sandalwood), the erandas (Ricin) surround it; When there is a forest of 
erandas, the candanas surround it. If there are candanas, the candanas are considered to be the forest; if 
there are erandas, they serve as the entourage ( parivara )."396 p j s t] le same for the Buddha and the arhats. 
The Buddha abides ( vihdrati ) in the good dharmas ( kusaladharma ) and in deliverance (vimukti) and so do 
the arhats. Endowed with the dharmas of abiding ( viharadharmasamanvagata ), they surround and adorn 
one another mutually. The Buddha surrounds the great assembly ( mahasamgha ) like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, is surrounded by ten precious mountains, like the white king of the elephants in rut 
(pdndaragandhahastin ) is surrounded by white elephants in rut, like the king of the lions ( simha ) is 
surrounded by lions. In the same way the Buddha, a field of merit ( lokdnuttara ), is surrounded and 
accompanied by his disciples. 


WHY ANANDA IS NOT AN ARHAT 

Sutra: Except for Ananda who, being on the level of the saiksas, was [just] a stream-enterer ( ekapudgalam 
sthdpayitvd yad utayusmananta Anandam saiksam srotadparmam). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does it say ‘except for Ananda’? 

Answer. - Because Ananda is not among the arhats whom we have just praised above. Why? He is of the 
rank of saiksa and has not yet eliminated desire ( vftardga ). 

Question. - The venerable Ananda is the third patriarch (clcdrya), head of the great assembly;^97 f or 
numberless kalpas he planted the seeds of nirvana {nirvana bija); he always stays near the Buddha; he is 
the keeper of the baskets of the Dharma {dhannapitakadhara). How is it that this venerable one, who ha 
with sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ), has been able to come so far without having eliminated desire and is not 
yet a saiksa? 

Answer. - 1. The venerable Ananda, from the beginning, had made the following vow: "I wish to be the 
foremost {agra) of those who have heard much (bahusruta) ."398 [On q le other hand], because of their 
buddha-dharmas, the arhats who have done what needed to be done ( krtakrtya ) can no longer serve or 
venerate anyone. Having accomplished the 'grand business' in the Buddha- dharma, [namely] the 


395 There is a Tchan t'an chou king (Candanasutra), T 805, vol. XVII, p. 750, translated by an anonymous author during 
the eastern Han dynasty (25-220 AD) but the phrase cited here does not occur there. 

396 An obscure comparison the intention of which is to show how the Buddha and the arhats, without distinction of rank, 
are gathered in the forest. Cf. Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 26: "In the thick forest, there are campakas and erandas growing; 
although as trees are of unequal height, they are equal as members of the forest. In the same way, among the monks, old 
or young, distinctions should not be made." 

39? Before his death, Sakyamuni entrusted Kasyapa to watch over his doctrine; later, Kasyapa transmitted the Dharma to 
Ananda. For these patriarchs, see Przyluski, Asoka, chap. II, p. 44-53. 

398 According to the Ahguttara, I, p. 24, and the stories of the first Council (Przyluski, Concile, p. 39, 210, 225, 229). 
Ananda became the foremost of those who have heard much. 


190 



destruction of the afflictions (klesaprahana), they remain seated with the Buddha on the palanquin of 
deliverance ( vimuktikhatvd ). 

2. Furthermore, the sthavira Ananda, who has listened, retained and meditated on all kinds of sutras,399 
has vast wisdom ( prajna ), whereas his concentration of mind ( cittasamgraha ) is average. Yet both of these 
qualities are necessary to obtain the state [of arhat which consists of] destruction of the impurities. This is 
why the sthavira Ananda is [still] just a stream-enterer. 

3. Furthermore, out of love for the Buddha's service, Ananda was his servant ( upasthdyaka ) 400, and he 
said to himself: “If I should attain the state that involves the destruction of the impurities (dsravaksaya) too 
soon, I would distance myself from the Buddha and I could no longer be his servant." This is why Ananda, 
[83b] who could have been an arhat, had decided not to take up this state. 

4. Furthermore, [the conditions] of place, time and individuals not having come together, where and how 
could he have compiled the Dharma? The thousand arhats [who must constitute the Council] were not on 
the Grdhrakutaparvata, the place fixed [for the Council]; the time of the Bhagavat's death had not yet come, 
the sthavira P'o k'i tseu (Vrjiputra) was not present. This is why the sthavira Ananda does not destroy his 
impurities. In order that Ananda be able to destroy them and [thus participate in the Council], three 
conditions were necessary: the Bhagavat must die, the assembly that is to be entrusted with compiling the 
Dharma must be assembled, and Vrjiputra must address [to Ananda] the official exhortations 
(dharmdvdda).^ ^ 

5. Finally, the venerable Ananda is in no way comparable to other men in his disgust ( samvega ) for the 
things of the world ( lokcidharma ). From birth to birth, Ananda is of royal lineage ( rdjamamsa ), 02 his 
beauty ( saundaiya ) is incomparable ( anupama ) and his merits (punya ) are immense ( apramdna ). A close 
relative of the Bhagavat, he always accompanied the Buddha as servant ( upasthdyaka ). Inevitably he said 
to himself: "I am the Buddha's servant, I know the precious baskets of Dharma ( dharmapitaka ). I am not 


399 The depository of the holy words, Ananda received and retains the totality of the sutras (cf. Przyluski, Concile, p. 39- 
40); according to the Theragatha, v. 1024, p.92, he had learned 82,000 dhammas from the Buddha and 2,000 from his 
colleagues. 

400 \y e have seen above how Ananda became the upasthdyaka of the Buddha. 

491 It was because of these exhortations of Vrjiputra (Vajjiputta) that, after the Buddha's nirvana, Ananda made the 
efforts necessary to become arhat. See Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 54, p. 967a; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 39, p. 
406a (cf. T. Rockhill, Life, p. 155); Kia cho kie king, T 2027, p. 6b; Legend of As oka in T 2042, k. 4, p. 113a; T 2043, k. 
6, p. 151a. The stanza of exhortation addressed to Ananda by Vrjiputra is told in all these sources with some variations. 
The Pali translation is known to us by stanza 119 of the Theragatha, p. 17 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p. 106): 
Rukkhamulagahanam pasakkiya .... kim te bilibilikd karissatiti. This stanza is also found in Samyutta, I, p. 199, where it 
is addressed to Ananda by a forest deity. See also the Chinese versions of the Samyukta, T 99 (no. 1341), k. 50, p. 369c; 
T 100 (no. 361), k. 16, p. 491b. 

492 According to the Apadana, p. 53, in the course of his lifetimes, Ananda was a king fifty-eight times: 
Atthapahnasakkhatuh ca cakkavatti.... mahiya karayissati. 

He actually appears as a king in a series pf Jatakas, the list of which may be found in Malalasekara, I, p. 267. 
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afraid to let to let go of the destruction of the impurities (asaravaksaya) [when the time comes].” With this 
motivation, he was not in a hurry [to become an arhat]. 


ORIGIN OF THE NAME ANANDA 

Question. - What is the origin of the venerable Ananda's name? Is it of ancient origin (purdna )? Is it a 
name given to him by his parents? Does it rest on [good] reasons? 

Answer. - This name is of ancient origin; it was also given to him by his parents and it rests on good 
reasons. 

1. Why is this name of ancient origin? 

a. In one of his earlier lives, the [present] Buddha Che kia wen (Sakyamuni) was a potter ( kumbhakara ) 
called Ta kouang ming (Prabhasa). At that time, there was a Buddha called Sakyamuni; his disciples were 
called Cho li fan (Sariputra), Mou k'ien lien (Maudalyayana) and A nan (Ananda).403 The Buddha and his 
disciples went to the house of the potter to spend the night. On that occasion, the potter gave three things: a 
seat made of straw ( trindsana ), a lamp ( dipa ) and honey syrup ( madhumaireya ) and he made a gift of them 
to the Buddha and the community of monks ( bhiksusamgha ).404 Then he made the following vow 
(pranidhi ): "Later, after five unfortunate generations of old age (jard ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana), I will be Buddha. I will be called Sakyamuni like the present Buddha and my disciples will bear 
the names of the present disciples of the Buddha." By virtue of this vow of the Buddha, [our hero] is 
named Ananda. 

b. Furthermore, from birth to birth, Ananda had made the following vow: "Among the disciples of the 
Buddha, I will be the foremost of those who have heard much (bahusrutdndm agrah), by the name 
Ananda." 

c. Finally, from birth to birth, by the virtue of patience ( ksdntipdtamitd ), Ananda had expelled all hatred 
(i dvesa)\ this is why he was always reborn very beautiful ( sundara ). Because of this beauty which made all 
who saw him rejoice, his parents named him Ananda which, in the language of the Ts'in, means 'Joy'. 

This was his name according to the old traditions. 


According to the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 892a, and the Kosa, IV, p. 228, the ancient Sakyamuni was the first 
Buddha whom the present Sakyamuni venerated. - At that time, the latter was a potter named Prabhasa, cf. Kosavyakhya, 
p. 432: Prabhasanamna .... pranidhanam krtam. - The Mahavastu, I, p. 47, also is aware of a buddha Sakyamuni who 
lived an infinite number of numberless kalpas ago, also from Kapilavastu, and who received the generosity of the present 
Sakyamuni, then a merchant ( sresthin ). 

404 p Qr more details, see k. 12, p. 150b: "The buddha Sakyamuni, then in his first production of the mind of 
enlightenment ( prathamacittotpada ), was the king named Kouang ming (Prabhasa); he was seeking buddhahood and 
practiced generosity. When he was reborn, he was the potter who gave some bath utensils and honey syrup to the buddha 
Sakyamuni and his disciples. Then, when he was reborn, he was the wife of a great sresthin who offered a lamp to the 
buddha Kiao tch'en jo (Kaundinya). All of these are what is called the lesser gifts of the bodhisattva." 
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2. Why did his parents give him the name Ananda? 

Once there was a king of the solar clan ( dditagotra ) named Che tseu kia (Simhahanu). This king had four 
sons: 1) Tsing fan (Suddhodana), 2) Po fan (Suklodana), 3) Hou fan (Dronodana), 4) Kan lou wei 

(Amritarasa).^^ 

King Suddodana had two sons: 1) Fo, the Buddha, 2) Nant'o (Nanda).406 
[83c] King Suklodana had two sons: 1) Po t'i (Bhadrika), 2) Y'i cha (Tisya). 

King Dronodana had two sons: 1) T'ip'o ta to (Devadatta), 2) A nan (Ananda). 

King Amritadana had two sons: 1) Mo ho nan (Mahanaman), 2) A ni Ion t'eou (Aniradda). 

As for his daughter, Amritarasa, she had a son called Che p'o lo (Danapala).407 

Then the bodhisattva Si ta t'o (Siddhartha) grew up; renouncing the state of cakrvartin king, he went forth 
from home ( pravrajita ) in the middle of the night and went to the country of Ngeou leou pi lo (Umvilva) 
on the banks of the river Ni lien chan (Nairanjana) where he practiced asceticism ( duskaracarya ) for six 
years. But king Suddhodana, who loved his son, regularly sent messengers to ask about him and bring back 
news of him: "Has my son attained the path? Is he sick? Is he dead?"408 The messenger came back to tell 
the king: "The bodhisattva is nothing but skin, bones and sinews to hold it all together. He is very weak. 
Today or tomorrow will be the end of him." The king experienced great sadness at these words; he plunged 
into the ocean of grief: "My son has renounced becoming a cakravartin king and now he will not succeed 
in becoming buddha. Is he then going to die without attaining anything?" The king grieved greatly. 


405 Here the Mpps adopts the genealogy of the Mahavastu I, p. 351.13, 355.19: Rajno Simhahanusya Sakyardjho catvari 
putra darika ca Suddhodana Suklodano Dhautodano Amrtodano Amita ca darika. - The Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 3, 
p. 676a gives the same information. - On the other hand, the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (Ken pen chouo ... p'. seng che, T 
1450, k. 2, p. 195a; Rockhill, Life, , p. 13, attributes four sons and four daughters to Simhahana: Suddhodana, Suklodana, 
Dronodana, Amrtodana, Suddha, Sukla, Drona, Amrta. - According to the Singhalese chronicles (DIpavarnsa, III, 45, p. 
29; Mahavamsa, II, 20, p. 14), SIhahanu had five sons and two daughters: Suddhodana, Dhotodana, Sakkodana, 
Sukkodana, Amitodana, Amita, Pamita. - The genealogy proposed by the Che eul yeou king, T 195, p. 146c requires the 
greatest stretch of the imagination. 

4^6 Suddhodana had two main wives: Maya who gave birth to the Buddha and Mahaprajapati who bore Nanda. 

407 xhis genealogy is to be compared with that of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1450, k. 2, p. 105a: 

Suddhodana had two sons: the Bhagavat and Nanda. 

Suklodana had two sons: Tisya and Bhadrika. 

Dronodana had two sons: Mahanaman and Animddha 

Amrtodana had two sons: Ananda and Devadatta 

Suddha had one son: Suprabuddha 

Sukla had one son: Mallika 

Drona had one son: Cheng li 

Amrta had one son: Mahabala 

408 p rom q le Mahavastu II, p. 207-209 and the Dulwa (Rockhill, Life, p.28-29, we know that Suddodana sent messengers 
to his son every day to gather news about him. 


193 



But the bodhisattva, renouncing asceticism, partook of the milk soup (pdyasa ) of a hundred flavors,409 
and his body recovered its strength. Having bathed in the waters of the Nairanjana river, he went to the 
Bodhi tree, sat down on the diamond seat ( vajrasana ) and proclaimed the following oath: "I will remain 
seated with crossed legs until I realize omniscience; until I have attained omniscience, I will not rise from 
this seat.I® 

Then king Mara, at the head of a troop of eighteen kotis of warriors, came to the Bodhisattva and tried to 
bring about his ruin. But by the power of his wisdom (prajhdbala ), the Bodhisattva destroyed Mara's army. 
Mara retired, vanquished, and said to himself: "Since the Bodhisattva is invincible, I will torment his 
father." He went to king Suddhodana and said to him slyly: "Your son died today in the second part of the 
night (pascime ydme)."^ * ' At these words, the king was stunned and collapsed on his bed like a fish on hot 
sand.412 Weeping miserably, he utred this stanza: 

Ajita lied [in his predictions], 

The good omens are no longer verified. 

My son had the propitious name Siddhartha 

But none of these goals has been realized. 

Then the deity of the Bodhi tree ( bodhivrksadeatd ), Ta houan hi (Ananda?)413 by name, came to king 
Suddhodana holding a celestial flower, and said the following stanza to him: 


409 xhis was offered to him by one or several maidens of the village of Senapati or Senani. Some texts mention only one 
maiden, Sujata (Nidanakatha, p. 68; Dhammpadattha, I, p. 80; Mahavastu, II, p. 203-206), or Nandabala (Buddhacarita, 
XII, v. 109; T 189, k. 8, p. 639). - In other sources, the offering was made by two maidens, Nanda and Nandabala (T 184, 
k. 2, p. 469c-470a; T 190, k. 25, p. 770c; Ken pen chou ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 121c; Rockhill, Life, p. 30; 
Divyavadana, p. 392). - In the Lalitavistara, p. 267 sq., Sujata is accompanied by nine friends. 

41® The words of this oath are given in many sources: Nidanakatha, p. 71: Kamatn taco ca nahdru ca atthi.... pallamkam 
bhindissami, - Buddhacarita, XII, v. 120: Bhinadmi tavas naitad... yavat ktrtakrtatam. - Lalitavistara, p. 289: Ihasane 
susyatu me sarTram.... naivasanat hdyam atas calisyate. - The oath is not mentioned in the Ariyapariyesanasutta, 
(Majjhima, I, p. 160-175) where Sakyamuni himself relates the efforts he made to attain enlightenment; on the other hand, 
we find them in the corresponding sutra of the Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 204), k. 56, p. 777al2. 

411 In the Mahavastu, II, p. 207-209 and the Nidanakatha, p. 67. it is said that the messengers (or the gods) seeing the 
Bodhisattva deep in asphanaka meditation and not breathing, thought that he was dead and announced his death to 
Suddhodana. But the king refused to believe them. - The Mpps represents a different tradition here. 

412 The same comparison in the Sanskrit Udanavarga p. 10, which compares the unfortunates to fish cooked in hot water 
(matsya ivdtiva vipacyamdndh). 

412 In the P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 125, p. 655b, the deity of the Bodhi tree is called Ti yu (Satyavac?); she seduced king 
Pusyamitra who was persecuting Buddhism. - In the Lalitavistara, p. 278, the bodhivrksadevatas are four in number: 
Venu, Valgu, Sumanas and Ojapati. In the same place, there is a detailed description of the bodhi tree. 

The anecdote telling how Suddhodana, deceived by Mara who announced the death of his son to him has a parallel in a 
passage from the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, of which the following is a translation: 
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Ken pen chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 124b-c: When Mara papimat was conquered by the Buddha, his bow flew 
from his hands and his banner fell to the ground; his palace was completely destroyed. King Mara, vexed and 
disappointed, disappeared along with 36 kotis of warriors. He went to Kapilavastu and said to the crowd: "The 
bodhisattva Sakyamuni who was practicing asceticism ( duskaracarya ) and who was sitting on the diamond seat 
(vajrasana ) on a pile of grass, has just died." Hearing these words, king Suddhodana, along with his household, ministers 
and officials, were thrown into consternation as if they had been burned in a fire. The inhabitants and the three great 
queens (devi), Gopika, etc., remembering the qualities of the Bodhisattva, sank down to the ground lamenting; their faces 
were washed and they were slowly brought back to life. They wept ceaselessly. The servants and slaves encouraged and 
massaged them, but their sadness was without limit. Then the deity Pure Faith (Suddhasraddha), seeing that Mara had lied 
and knowing the Bodhisattva had attained enlightenment, was very joyous and declared everywhere: "You must know 
that Sakyamuni is not dead but has attained anuttarasamyaksambodhi." Then king Suddhodana, his entourage and all the 
citizens of Kapilavastu, hearing this news, leapt with joy. Yasodhara, learning that the Bhagavat, the Bodhisattva, had 
attained supreme knowledge, joyfully gave birth to a son. King Dronodana also had a son. At that moment there was a 
lunar eclipse; king Suddhodana, seeing this stroke of good fortune, felt great joy. He ordered the city to remove all rubble, 
to wash the ground with sandalwood ( candana ) perfumed water, to place incense-burners at the crossroads and to bum 
precious perfumes, to hang multicolored banners in the streets and to spread fresh flowers on the ground. He set up free 
clinics at the four gates of the city and in the streets. At the eastern gate, gifts were gathered together; sramanas, 
brahmanas., tlrthikas, brahmacarins, as well as the poor, the orphans and the needy came to beg, and all kinds of gifts 
were given to them. It was the same at the southern, western and northern gates and the city streets. The king joined his 
ministers to give a name to Yasodara's son. The servants of the harem first wished to give him the name of the king, but 
as the moon was hidden by Rahu at the birth of this child, it was fitting to call him Rahula. In his turn, king Dronodana, 
for his own son, gave the same gifts as above. He gathered his relatives to give a name for his child and asked them by 
what name they should call it. His relatives replied: "On the day of his birth, the citizens of Kapilavastu rejoiced 
(i ananda ); therefore he should be called Ananda." 

Comparison of this passage from the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya with the information of the Mpps poses a series of 
interesting questions regarding the parents and the date of birth of Ananda and Rahula. 

We must give up trying to know who is the father of Ananda. Three names are suggested: 

1) Amrtodana in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1450, k. 2, p. 105a), the Dulwa (Rockhill, Life, P. 13, 32), the Che eul 
yeou king (T 195, p. 146c), the Sumangala, II, p. 492 and the Manoratha, I, p. 292. - 2) Dronodana in the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T 1450, k. 5, p. 124b-c) and the Mpps (T1509, k. 3, p. 83c). - 3) Suklodana in the Mahavastu, 
III, p. 176.14. 

According to the Mpps and the passage of the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya translated in the present note, Ananda was bom 
on the day that Sakyamuni attained enlightenment. - On the other hand, we see Ananda participating in the test of skill in 
the arts ( Silpasamdarsana ) when Sakyamuni was still an adolescent; cf. Lalitavistara, p. 152; Fo pen hing rsi king, T 190, 
k. 13, p. 710b. - According to some late sources, such as the Burmese biography (Bigandet, p. 43), Ananda was born on 
the same day as the Buddha (cf. Kern, Histoire , I, p. 28; Manual, p. 14); however he is not included in the list of 
coaetanei of the Buddha given by the Nidanakatha, p. 54. 

According to the Nidanakatha, p. 60, Rahula was bom on the day that Sakyamuni, his father, left home, and the future 
Buddha went to kiss him before leaving (ibid., p. 62). But it is generally agreed that Yasodara conceived Rahula a short 
time before the departure of the Buddha (Mahavastu, II, p. 159; Rockhill, Life, p. 24), but gave birth to him six years later 
on the day that the Buddha attained enlightenment. Cf. Tsa pao tsang king, T 203 (no. 27), k. 10, p. 496b (tr. Chavannes, 
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Your son has attained the Path, 

He has scattered the army of Mara. 

His brilliance is like the rising sun 
He lights up the ten directions. 

The king replied: "First a god came to tell me that my son was dead, and now you come to tell me that he 
has conquered Mara and attained the Path. These two pieces of news are contradictory; whom should I 
believe?" 

The deity of the tree answered: "This is the truth ( satya ), it is not a lie ( mrsdvdda ). The god who previously 
came to tell you the lie that you son was dead was Mara; full of jealousy (irsya), he came to make you 
grieve. Today all the devas and nagas offer [your son] flowers (puspa) and perfumes ( gandha ); they are 
hanging silk cloths from the sky (dkdsa). Your son's body emits a brilliant light that fills heaven and earth.” 

At these words, the king was freed from all his sadness and said: "Although my son may have renounced 
becoming a cakravartin king, today he has become the king who will turn the wheel of the Dharma 
(dharmacakrapravartaka ). He has surely attained great benefit and lost nothing." The king's mind 
experienced great joy (dnanda). At that moment a messenger arrived from the palace of king Dronodana to 
say to king Suddhodana: "Your noble brother has had a son." The king's mind felt great joy. He said: "This 
day is highly propitious; it is a day of joy", Addressing the messenger, he said: "This child should be called 
Ananda." 

That is why his parents called him Ananda. 

3. How does this name rest on good reasons? 

Ananda was handsome ( abhirupa ) and graceful ( rdsmadika ) like a clear mirror (ddarsa). His body was 
pure. When women saw him, their passions ( kdmacitta ) were aroused;^ ^ this is why the Buddha ordered 
Ananda to wear a covering over his shoulders (amsavastra)A * 5 As he gladdened the mind ( citta ) and the 
eyes ( caksus ) of all who saw him, he was called Ananda, 'Great Joy'. 

On this subject, the Tsao louen tcho tsan (Sastrakrtstuti) says: 

His face is like the full moon, 

His eye like a blue lotus flower. 

The water of the ocean of the Buddha's Dharma 

Flows in the mind of Ananda. 


Contes, III, p. 136); Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 5, p. 124c; Rockhill, Life, p. 32; Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, 
k. 17, p. 182b. 

414 When the palace women were invited by Prasenajit to choose a preacher amongst the eighty disciples of the Buddha, 
they unanimously chose Ananda (Jataka, I, p. 382). 

415 We know that the Buddhist monks had their right shoulder uncovered. Cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 270, 
who takes as proof the Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 65-66. 
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He brings forth great joy 

In the minds and to the eyes of those who see him. 

Those who come to see the Buddha 
He introduces without any flaw in ceremonial.^ 16 

Thus although Ananda could have attained the state of arhat, he did not destroy the impurities in order [to 
continue] to serve and honor the Buddha. Because of these great qualities ( guna ) and although he himself 
was not asaiksa, he dwelt among the asaiksas; although he had not eliminated desire, he resided among 
those who had eliminated it ( vftardga ). Also, since among the five thousand members of the assembly, he 
was not really an arhat, the text says that [all were arhats] except for Ananda. 


416 Ananda managed interviews with the Buddha and when necessary, sent away undesirable visitors. Cf. Malalasekera, 
I, p. 252. 
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CHAPTER VII: THE FOUR ASSEMBLIES 


Sutra: The Buddha was also accompanied by five hundred bhiksunis (nuns), five hundred upasakas (lay 
men) and five hundred upasikas (lay women); all had seen the holy truths ( pancamatrair bhiksunisatair 
upasakair updsikdbhis ca sardham sarvair drstaryasatyaih ). 

Sdstra: Question. - There were five thousand bhiksus; why did the other assemblies each consist of five 
hundred members? 

[84b] Answer. - In women (stri), wisdom ( prajna ) is often deficient ( hrasva ) while the afflictions ( klesa) 
and defilements (mala) are serious (guru). Almost always seeking happiness and pleasure (nandirdga), 
they are rarely capable of breaking their fetters (samyojana) and obtaining deliverance (vimoksa). And so 
the Buddha said: "This teaching of dependent origination (pratityasamutpada) is supreme (paramo), 
profound (gambhfra) and difficult to grasp (durlabha), but the destruction of all the afflictions 
(sai'vaklesaksaya), renunciation (vairdgya) and the attainment of nirvana (nirvanadhigama) are even more 
difficult to find (durdrsa). That is why women attain it more rarely than the bhiksus." 

Having families, the upasakas and the upasikas have impure (asuddha) minds; unable to destroy their 
impurities (dsrava), they are content with understanding the four noble truths (dryasatya) and acting as 
aspirants (saiksa). Thus a stanza says: 

Despite its splendid body, the peacock (barhin, mayura) 

Cannot fly as far as the swan (hamsa). 

In the same way, the layman (avaddtavasana), despite his wealth and nobility. 

Is not the equal of the monk (pravrajita) whose qualities are eminent. 

Thus, although the bhiksunis have gone forth from home (pravrajita) and renounced worldly activities 
(lokakarman), their wisdom is deficient. This is why there are only five hundred bhiksunis who have 
attained arhathood (arhatf). - In the two lay assemblies, [upasakas and upasikas] who live at home and are 
busy there, those who have found the Path are rare (cf. the variant: to tao tcho chao). Each of them consists 
also of five hundred members. 

Question. - Why does the siitra not praise these three communities as it has the five thousand arhats? 

Answer. - Because the praise of the great assembly [of bhiksus] is also valid for the others. Moreover, if 
the three communities were praised separately, the heretics (tfrthika) would ask why the bhiksunis [in 
particular] were praised and would slander them. If the lay people were praised, they would say it was to 
flatter them. That is why the siitra does not praise them. 

Question. - In other Mahayanasutras, the Buddha is accompanied by a great assembly of bhiksus 
numbering eight thousand, sixty thousand or a hundred thousand. Yet this Mahaprajnaparamitasutra is the 
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most important of the sutras. Thus it is said in the Tchou lei p'in (Parlndanaparivarta):^^ "Losing the other 
sutras as a whole is a light sin ( apatti), but losing a single word (pada) of the Prajnaparamita is a very 
grave sin." From this, we know that the Prajnaparamita is the most important sutra. A very numerous 
assembly would be needed at this most important sutra; why is the number of its auditors ( srdvaka) 
restricted to five thousand bhiksus and to the groups of five hundred each of bhiksunls, upasakas and 
upasikas? 

Answer. - 1. If the size of the crowd of listeners is restricted, it is because the sutra is very profound 
(gambhira ) and hard to fathom (, durvigahya ). In the same way, when a king ( rdjan ) possesses real jewels 
( ratna ), he does not tell this to ordinary people ( prthagjana ), but he does announce it to great individuals, 
his confidants. When a king holds council, he deliberates with his ministers, his confidants, his experts, but 
he does not admit the lesser officials. 

2. Furthermore, 6500 individuals [who make up the audience of the Prajnaparamitasutra]^ * ^ have all 
attained the Path; although they do not understand all of the profound Prajnaparamita, nevertheless they 
believe in it and are able to acquire the fourfold faith of pure knowledge (, andsrava avetyaprasdda ) .419 In 
other sutras, the auditors ( srdvaka ) are more numerous, but not all have obtained the Path. 

[84c] Finally, we have praised the ten million arhats amongst whom the five thousand best were selected. It 
was the same for the bhiksunls, the upasakas, and upasikas. Being difficult to find ( durlabha ), these 
'victorious ones' (jina) are not numerous. 


417 The Panndanaparivarta or 'Chapter of the Final Will' is the 90th and last chapter of the Pancavi sati, T 
221, k. 20, p. 146b-c; T 223. k. 27, p. 423c-424a. 

41® Namely, 5000 bhik us plus the three groups of 500 people in the other assemblies. 

419 Faith relating to the Buddha, the Dharma, the Sa gha and the moralities dear to the saints (cf. Kosa, VI, 
P-292). 
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CHAPTER VIII: THE BODHISATTVAS 


THE PLACE OF THE BODHISATTVAS IN THE ASSEMBLY 


Sutra : The Buddha was also accompanied by bodhisattva-mahasattvas (, bodhisattvair mahasattvas ca). 

Sdstra : Question. - If the order of seniority is followed, the bodhisattvas come first, then the bhiksus, the 
bhiksunls, the upasakas and the upasrkas, for the bodhisattvas come right after the Buddha. If the reverse 
order were followed, first would be placed the upaslkas, then the upasakas, the bhiksunTs, the bhiksus and 
finally the bodhisattvas. Why are the bhiksus mentioned first here, then the three assemblies [bhiksum, 
upasaka, upasika] and then, last, the bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - 1. Although the bodhisattvas come right after the Buddha, they have not destroyed all their 
afflictions ( klesa ); this is why the arhats are spoken of first. In the arhats, wisdom ( prajnd) is small, but 
they are already ripened (paripakva ); in the bodhisattvas, wisdom is rich, but they have not destroyed their 
afflictions. That is why the arhats are spoken of first. 

There are two kinds of Buddhist doctrine, the esoteric ( abhisamdhidharma ) and the exoteric 
( prakdsitadharma ). In the exoteric, the Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and [85a] arhats are all fields of merit 
( punyaksetra ) because their afflictions (klesa) have been destroyed without residue. In the esoteric, it is 
said that the bodhisattvas have obtained acquiescence in the teaching of the non-arising of dharmas 
(i anutpattikadharmaksanti ), that their defilements are destroyed, that they possess the six superknowledges 
(abhijna) and that they work for the benefit of beings. It is from the exoteric point of view that the sutra 
places the arhats before the bodhisattvas. 

2. Furthermore, by the power of skillful means ( updya ), the bodhisattvas appear, enter into the five 
destinies (gati), experience the five passions (paiica kdmaguna) with the view of influencing beings.If 
they were placed above the arhats, gods and men would be worried and have doubts. This is why they are 
mentioned after the arhats. 

Question. - That is the reason they are placed after the arhats. But why are they placed after the upasakas 
and upasrkas? 

Answer. - 1. Although the four assemblies have not completely destroyed their impurities ( ksindsrava ), 
they will destroy them without further delay; this is why they are presented under the name of auditors 
(sravakasamgha). 


420 p or t [ le sa i va tion of beings, the bodhisattvas assume diverse forms of existence; they assume emanation bodies 
( nirma.nakd.ya) to work for the benefit of all. See references in Sam„raha, p. 42. 
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To place the bodhisattvas among these four assemblies would be unsuitable. Thus the bhiksunls, who have 
received innumerable disciplinary rules (samvara), ^ should come after the bhiksus but before the 
novices ( srdmanera ); however, as the Buddha did not bestow any ceremonial on them, they come after the 
novices. It is the same for the bodhisattvas: they should be placed at the head of the three classes of saiksas, 
but as that would not be suitable, they are placed at the tail end. 

2. Furthermore, some claim that, because of their wisdom ( prajna) and their qualities ( guna ), the 
bodhisattvas surpass the arhats and pratyekabuddhas and for this reason they are mentioned separately. 

Question. - In the sutras of the sravakas [i.e., the Lesser Vehicle], four assemblies only are spoken of. Why 
is an assembly of bodhisattvas added here separately? 

Answer. - There are two types of Path ( mdrga ): that of the sravakas [Lesser Vehicle] and that of the 
bodhisattvas [Greater Vehicle]. The four assemblies, bhiksu, bhiksunl, upasaka, upaslka, form the path of 
the sravakas; the bodhisattva-mahasattvas form the path of the bodhisattvas. For this reason, in the texts of 
the sravakas, the beginning of the sutra does not say that the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place 
with such and such bodhisattvas; it simply says that the Buddha was dwelling in such and such a place with 
such and such bhiksus: for example: "The Buddha was dwelling in Varanasi with five hundred bhiksus", 
"The Buddha was dwelling in the land of Gaya with a thousand bhiksus", "The Buddha was dwelling in 
SravastI with five hundred bhiksus". This is the way all their sutras begin; they never say that the Buddha 
is accompanied by any number of bodhisattvas whatsoever. 

Question. - There are two kinds of bodhisattvas: those who have gone forth from the world ( pravrajita ) 
and those who stay in the world ( grhastha ). The grhastha bodhisattvas are usually cited among the bhiksus 
and bhiksunls. Why does the sutra cite them separately here? 

Answer. - 1. Although they are usually ranked in the four assemblies, it is fitting to cite them separately. 
Why? Because if the bodhisattvas are necessarily included in the four assemblies, the four assemblies do 
not necessarily include the bodhisattvas. Why is that? They include the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas, 
people who seek to be reborn among the gods, others who seek to enjoy their life: these four kinds of 
people are not ranked among the bodhisattvas. Why? [85b] Because they have not produced the mind [of 
bodhi] nor do they wish some day to be Buddha. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattvas, having obtained faith in the doctrine of non-arising of dharmas 
(anutpattikadharmaksanti), have suppressed all these names and conventions ( sarvanamasamketa ) that 
characterize samsara and have left the three worlds; [thus] they are not ranked in the number of beings 
(sattva). If the sravakas who have become arhats and are nirvanized are not counted in the number of living 
beings, what can be said about the bodhisattvas? Thus in the Po lo yen (pdrdyana ) to the Question of Yeou 
po che (Upaslvapariprccha), a stanza says: 4-22 


421 For the monastic precepts, see Kern, Histoire, II, p. 121-125; Oldenberg, Bouddha, p. 415-419, and above all the 
comparative study of E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke des Bhiksumpratimoksa, Leipzig, 1926. 

422 Suttanipata, V, 6; Upaslvamanavapuccha, v. 1075-1076: 

Upaslva: Atthangato so uda va so va so na 'tthi.... tatha hi te vidito esa dhammo. 
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After cessation ( nirodha ), is it impossible to reappear? 

He who has disappeared is not reborn? 

Having entered into nirvana, does one remain there always? 

May the great Sage tell me the truth! 

The Buddha answered: 

He who has disappeared cannot be defined; 

He escapes from causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), from names and characteristics ( namalaksana ). 

He has gone beyond the way of all speech ( sarvavddapatha ); 

In one moment he disappears like an extinguished fire. 

If the arhats have destroyed all names and conventions ( samketa ), all the more so are the bodhisattvas able 
to destroy all dharmas. Do they not destroy them by knowing their true nature (bhutalaksana) and by 
attaining the dharmakdyal This is why the Mahayana mentions the bodhisattvas separately from the four 
assemblies. 

Question. - At the beginning of the Mahayana sutras, why are two assemblies mentioned, bodhisattvas and 
sravakas, whereas at the beginning of the sutras of the sravakas, only the assembly of bhiksus is mentioned 
and not that of the bodhisattvas? 

Answer. - 1. It is in order to distinguish the two Vehicles, the Vehicle of the Buddhas ( buddhaydna ) and 
the Vehicle of the listeners ( sravakayana ). The Sravakayana is narrow ( hum ), the Buddhayana is broad 
(vipula ); the Sravakayana is that of personal interest (svakdrtha ), action for oneself; the Buddhayana is that 
of benefit for all. 

2. Furthermore, the Sravakayana teaches in particular the emptiness of the individual ( sattvasunyatd ), 
whereas the Buddhayana teaches both the emptiness of the individual and the emptiness of dharmas 
( dharmasunyatd ). 

These are the differences that distinguish the two Vehicles. The Mahayana sutras speak of the two 
assemblies, sravaka and bodhisattva. Thus it is said in the Tsan mo ho yen kie (Mahayanastotragatha): 


Bhagava: Atthangatassa napamdnam atthi;.... smuhata vadopcithdpi sabbe ti. 

"When the saint has disappeared, can one say that he is no longer, can one say that he is free of pain forever? Please 
explain this to me, O Sage, because you know. - About the one who has disappeared, there is no means of knowing him; 
there is nothing more of him by means of which one would speak about him; all the facts that constituted him are 
abolished; abolished are all the ways of speech." 

The same idea is expressed by the Samyutta, IV, p. 376-377: "The saint cannot be described as form, feeling, perception, 
volition, consciousness; in him, all the elements have been suppressed ( pahiha ), uprooted ( ucchinnamula ), reduced to the 
state of a palm tree stump ( tdlavatthukata ), reduced to nothing ( anabhavakata ), rendered incapable of later rebirth 
(ayatim anuppadakata). He is profound ( gambhira ), unmeasurable ( appameyya ), unfathomable ( duppariyagdha ) like the 
great ocean. One cannot say: he is, he is not, he both is and is not, or he neither is or is not." 
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The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Are able to bring joy to all; 

They bring benefit by means of the true Dharma 
And cause the supreme Path to be found. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Have compassion for all. 

They give their head and their eyes 
And sacrifice them like a wisp of straw. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Observe the pure precepts {sila). 

Like the plow-ox that loves its tail 
But has no cares about its own life. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Have attained supreme patience ( ksdnti ). 

To slash their body 

To their eyes is like cutting grass. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
[85c] Are zealous and untiring. 

Their effort (prayoga ) is ceaseless 
Like sailors on the high seas. 

The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Cultivate innumerable samadhis. 

Abhijnas, the aryamarga and balas. 

They have acquired the pure vasitas 
The practitioners of the Mahayana 
Discern the characteristics of dharmas; 

They do not destroy true wisdom 
When they are endowed with it. 

Their knowledge is inconceivable. 

The power of their compassion is immense. 
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Without entering into distinctions, 

They consider all dharmas in the same way. 

The carts of the ass, horse, camel and elephant 
Although similar, are not comparable; 

In the same way, the bodhisattva Vehicle differs from that of the sravaka: 

The one is great, the other is small. 

Great loving-kindness ( maitri ) is its axle-tree’ 

[86a] Wisdom ( prajna ) is its two wheels, 

Energy (virya) is its steed, 

Discipline (if/a) and the samadhis are its nails. 

Patience ( ksdnti ) and shame ( lajjd ) are its timbering. 

The dharams are its reins. 

The Vehicle of the Mahayana 
Can cross over anything. 

Question. - At the beginning of the sutras of the sravakas, only the assembly of the bhiksus is spoken of. In 
the sutras of the Mahayana, why is not the assembly of bodhisattvas the only assembly spoken of? 

Anawer. - It is because the Mahayana is broad ( vipulya ) and all the Vehicles enter into it, whereas the 
Vehicle of the sravakas is narrow and does not contain the Mahayana. Thus the Ganges does not contain 
the great ocean because it is narrow, whereas the great ocean can receive all the rivers because it is vast. It 
is the same for the Mahayana. A stanza says: 

The Mahayana is like the sea, 

The HInayana is like the water contained in the hoofprint of an ox ( gopada udakam). 

The small cannot contain the great: 

This comparison is applicable here. 422 

DEFINITION OF BODHISATTVA 424 

Question. - What do the words bodhi and saliva mean? 


422 The water contained in the hoofprint of an ox (gopadam udakam ) is compared to the immense waters of the ocean 
(mahdsamudro ’parimitajaladharah) in the same way that the smallest is compared with the greatest. Cf. Anguttara, IV, 
p. 102; Milinda, p. 287; Samdhinirmocana, p. 207-208, Divyavadana, p. 397. 

424 For this entire section, see the excellent article Bosatsu in Hobogirin, p. 136-142. 
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Answer. - 1. Bodhi is the path of the Buddhas ( buddhamdrga ); sattva is either a being or a great mind.425 
The bodhisattva is the being who is going to obtain the mind, indestructible ( aheya ) and infrangible 
(acyuta) like a diamond mountain (vajraparvata), of the qualities ( guna ) of the Path of the Buddhas. Such 
is the great mind. Some stanzas say: 

All the Buddha-attributes, 

Wisdom ( prajna ), discipline (sila) and meditation ( samddhi) 

That are profitable to all 
Are called 'bodhi'. 

The unshakeable ( aksobhya ) mind, 

Able to patiently accomplish the dharmas of the Path, 

Indestructible (aheya) and infrangible (acyuta). 

This mind is called 'sattva'. 

2. Furthermore, sat means to praise (stava) the holy Dharma, tva means the essential nature (bhdvalaksana) 
of the holy Dharma. The bodhisattva is so called because his mind is beneficial to himself and to others, 
because he saves all beings, because he knows the true nature (bhutasvabhdva) of all dharmas, because he 
travels the Path of supreme perfect enlightenment (anuttarasamyaksambodhi) and because he is praised by 
all the aryas. Why is that? Among all the attributes (dharma), that of the Buddha is foremost and because 
the bodhisattva wishes to attain it, he is praised by the aryas. 

3. Furthermore, the bodhisattva is so called because he seeks to gain the Path in order to liberate all beings 
(sattva) from birth (jdti), old age (jam) and death (marana). 

4. Furthermore, three kinds of Paths (mdrga) are called 'bodhi': i. the Path of the [86b] Buddhas, ii. the Path 
of the sravakas, iii, the Path of the pratyekabuddhas. That of the pratyekabuddhas and of the sravakas, 
while leading to a bodhi, are not, however, qualified as bodhi. But the bodhi contained in the qualities of 
Buddha (buddhaguna) are qualified as Bodhi. This is what is called 'bodhisattva'. 

Question. - For how many reasons is he called Bodhisattva? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva is so called for three reasons: he possesses the great vow (mahdpranidhdna), 
his mind (citta) is unshakeable (acala, aksobya) and his energy (virya) is irreversible (avaivartika). 

Furthernore, some say that he is called Bodhisattva starting from the first production of the mind of bodhi 
(prathamacittotpdda), when he made the vow to become Buddha and to save all beings. A stanza says: 

When, at the moment of the first cittotpdda, 


4“-* The same interpretation of sattva as 'mind’ in various Chinese commentaries cited by the Bukkyo daijiten, p. 1626, 
and by Hobogirin, p.139, which refers to T 1521, k. 2; T 1575, k. 1, T 1718, k. 2. - There is also a good definition of 
bodhisattva-mahasattva in the Buddhabhiimisastra, T 1530, k. 2, p. 300a. 
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He made the vow to become Buddha, 

He has surpassed all the universes 

And is worthy to be venerated (pujd) by men. 

He is called Bodhisattva during the interval [of time] starting from the first production of mind 
( prathamacittotpada ) up to the ninth uninterrupted path {anantarya) when he enters into the diamond 
concentration (vajrasamadhi).® 

REGRESSING OR NON-REGRESSING BODHISATTVA 

There are two kinds of bodhisattvas, with regression (vaivartika) or without regression (, avaivartika ) 42 ^ as 
is the case for the arhats who are susceptible of falling back ( parihanadharman ) or not susceptible of 

falling back ( aparihdnadharman).^% 

The non-regressing bodhisattvas are called the true bodhisattvas for they are it truly; the others, the 
bodhisattvas susceptible of falling back, are called bodhisattva [by extension]. In the same way, those who 
have found the fourfold Path ( caturvidha mdrga j 42 ^ are called the true assembly (samgha) for they are 
really it; the others, those who have not found the Path, are called assembly [by extension]. 

Question. - How do we know whether a bodhisattva is with regression or without regression? 

Answer. - In the Prajnaparamita, in the chapter of the A pi po tche (Avaivartikaparivarta), 4 30 the Buddha 
himself defined the characteristics ( laksana ): regression has such and such characteristics, non-regression 
has other characteristics. 


426 The jjjjjth anantarya causes the abandonment of the ninth category of afflictions of the bhavagra; as it breaks all the 
anusayas, it receives the name 'concentration like a diamond' ( vajropamisamddhi ). - The vajropamisamadhi is attained by 
the bodhisattva in the tenth bhumi, at the end of the stage of meditation ( bhavanavastha ); he cuts the last obstacles 
(dvarana ) on the path. Immediately following it (hence its name anantarya), the bodhisattva undergoes the revolution of 
the support (asrayaparavrtti), realizes mahanirvana and mahabodhi and enters onto the Buddha level. On this subject 
which demands lengthy development, I [Lamotte] will limit myself to providing a few references: Kosa, IV, p. 231; VI, p. 
190, 228-229, 264, 300; VII, p. 62; VIII, p. 192, 195; E. Obermiller, Doctrine ofP. P„ p. 44; Uttaratantra, p. 223; Bodh. 
bhumi. p. 403; Sutralamkara, XIV, v. 45; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 83, 157; Samgraha, p. 273; Siddhi, p. 3, 162, 563, 611, 
653, 667, 685. 

422 This subject will be taken up again later, k. 74, p. 579c. 

428 See Kosa, VI, p. 253. 

429 The Path is of four types: preparatory path ( prayoga ), uninterrupted path {anantarya), path of deliverance ( vimukti ) 
and path of excellence ( visesa ). See Kosa, VI, p. 277-278. 

42 ® This is one of the chapters of the Pancavimsati entitled Pou t'ouei tchouan p'in in Hiuan tsang's translation, chap. 53 
(T 220, k. 448, p. 260b-264a),T weiyue tche p'in in Moksala's translation, chap. 56 (T 221, k. 12, p. 80a-87c), Pou t'ouei 
p'in in Kumarajrva's translation, chap. 55 (T 223, k. 16, p. 339-34lb). Very close, chap. 17 of the Astasahasrika, entitled 
AvivartanTyakdralinganimittaparivarta, the original Sanskrit of which may be found in the edition of R. Mitra, p. 323- 
340. 
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1. If the bodhisattva practices or meditates on one single dharma, he is called a non-regressing bodhisattva. 
What is this one single dharma? 

It is the continual and resolute accumulation of good dharmas ( kusaladharmasamuccaya ). It is said that by 
resolutely ( ekacittena ) accumulating good dharmas, the Buddhas have attained supreme perfect 
enlightenment {anuttarasamyaksambodhi). 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses one single dharma is without regression. What is this one 
single dharma? It is right effort ( vfiya ). Thus the Buddha asked Ananda: "Ananda, are you speaking about 
effort?" - “Yes, Bhagavat." “Ananda, are you praising effort?" - "Yes, Bhagavat." - "Ananda, one must 
practice, cultivate and remember effort until one leads men to the attainment of supreme and perfect 
enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ^."431 ^ n( j so f or th. 


1 The Mpps will refer to the same text twice again: 

At k. 15, p. 173c: When Ananda was preaching the seven minds of awakening ( kieyi ) to the bhiksus and had come to the 
mind of awakening called effort (vi> ya), the Buddha said to Ananda: "Are you speaking of the mind of awakening called 
effort?" Ananda replied "Yes, I am speaking of the mind of awakening called effort." [The Buddha asked] the same 
question three times, [and Ananda made] the same response three times. Then the Buddha arose from his seat and said to 
Ananda: "There is nothing that people who love and practice effort cannot attain; without fail they will succeed in 
attaining Buddhahood." 

At k. 26, p. 249c: One day the Buddha said to Ananda: "Proclaim the Dharma to the bhiksus; my back aches, I am 
going to lie down for a while." Then the Bhagavat folded his upper garment ( uttarasa“ghci ) in four, spead it on the 
ground, and with his cloak ( samghati ) as pillow ( bimbohana ), he lay down. Then Ananda preached the seven meanings 
of awakening ( kio yi). When he came to the awakening of effort ( virya ), the Buddha woke up and said to Ananda: "Are 
you praisiing effort?" Ananda relied: "I am praising it." And this was repeated three times. Then the Buddha said: 
"Good! good! Those who cultivate effort well will succeed in obtaining anuttarasamyaksambodhi and, all the more so, 
all the other bodhis." [What the Mpps here calls the seven Minds or the seven meanings of awakening (in Sanskrit 
sambodhyanga) are the seven saddahammas of Pali scholasticism. They are the possessions of the man of faith 
(saddho ) who is reserved ( hirima ), quiet ( ottappi ), learned ( bahussuto ), energetic ( draddhaviriyo ), vigilant and mindful 
(upatthtasati) and endowed with wisdom ( pannava ). See DTgha, III, p. 252, 282, Samyutta, II, p. 207; Ahguttara, IV, p. 
109 sq.; Majjhima, I, p. 356.] 

The sutras of which the Mpps gives extracts are the Sekhasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 353-359) which, error excepted, has no 
correspondent in the Chinese Agama. But the version used by the Mpps differs somewhat from the Pali text, of which 
here are the main lines: The Buddha was dwelling among the Sakyas at Kapilavastu in the Nyagrodharama. Having 
preached to the Sakyas until late in the night, he said to Ananda: Explain, O Ananda, the path of practice ( sekha 
pdtipada)\ my back aches, I would like to lie down ( pitthim me agilayati tarn aham dyamissdmi). Ananda obeyed and 
the Bhagavat, having folded his cloak in four ( catuggunam samghatim pannapetva), lay down on his right side in the 
lion's pose ( dakkhinena passena sihaseyyam kappesi), with one foot on top of the other (pcide padam accadhaya ), 
attentive, lucid with his mind fixed on the moment of awakening (sato sampajano utthanasannam manasikaritva). 
Ananda then explained to Mahanaman, the Sakyan, how the disciple of the Buddha should be endowed with discipline 
(silasampanna ), guarding his senses ( indriyesu guttadvara), measured in his food ( bhojane mattannu), devoted to 
wakefulness (jagariyam annuyutta), endowed with the seven good dharmas ( sattahi saddhammehi samannagata), 
familiar with the four dhyanas (c atunnam jhdndnam nikdmaldbhi) . When this sermon was finished, the Buddha arose 
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3. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses two dharmas is without regression. What are these two 
dharmas? Knowing that all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and never abandoning beings. The person who does 
that is a non-regressing bodhisattva. 

[86c] 4. Finally, the bodhisattva who possesses three dharmas is without regression: 1) Resolutely 

(i ekacittena ) he has made the vow ( pranidhdna ) to become Buddha, and this resolution is unshakeable 
(cicala) and infrangible ( aheya ) like diamond (vajra). 2) His compassion (karunacitta) for all beings 
penetrates his bones ( asthi ) and marrow ( mafia ). 3) Fie has attained the samadhi of wisdom 
(prajndsamadhi ) and sees all the Buddhas of the present ( pratyutpanna ). Thus he is called non-regressing 
bodhisattva. 


THE BODHISATTVA IN THE ABHIDHARMA SYSTEM 432 

1. Definition 

In the Abhidharma, the disciples of Kia tchan yen ni tseu (Katyayamputra) say: Who is called bodhisattva? 
Fie who has awakened himself and then awakens others is called bodhisattva; he who necessarily will 
become Buddha is called bodhisattva. 433 Bodhi is the wisdom ( prajna ) of the saint who has destroyed the 
impurities (, ksfnasrava ). The person born from this wisdom, protected by the sages and served by the sages, 
is called bodhisattva. 


and congratulated him: Good, good! Ananda, you have explained the path of practice well to the Sakyas of 
Kapilavastu. 

Thus, in the Pali Sekhasutta, the Buddha congratulates Ananda when his sermon is finished. On the other hand, in the 
version followed here by the Mpps, he interrupts Ananda at the moment when the latter was speaking of exertion, i.e., 
when he arrived at the fifth of the seven good dharmas ( sattasaddhamma ) and when he says (according to the Pali text 
(Majjhima, I, p. 356) that the good disciple "rests energetic in order to destroy the bad dharmas and acquire the good 
ones, remains stable, firm in his demeanor, not rejecting the yoke of the good dharmas" ( araddhaviriyo viharati 
akusalanam dhammanam pahdndya kusaldnam dhammdnam upasapadaya, thdmava dalhaparakkamo anikkhittadhuro 
kusalesu dhammesu). By expressing himself in this way, Ananda was doing nothing other than repeating a phrase that 
appears in all the sutras (e.g., DIgha, III, p. 237, 268, 285; Majjhima, II, p. 95, 128; Samyutta, V, p. 197 sq.; Aiiguttara, I, 
p. 117, 224-246; II, p. 250 sq.; Ill, p. 2, 11, 65, 152 sq.; IV, p. 3, 110, 153 sq., 234, 352-353, 357; V, p. 15, 24, 27-28, 90- 
91; Udana, p. 36). The corresponding Sanskrit formula which differs by only one word, is known to the Sutralamkara, ed. 
Levi, p. 115: sthdmavan vityavalutsahidrdhapardkramo 'niksiptadhurah kusalesu dharmesu. 

432 The Mpps refers to the Abhidharma doctrines here only to counter them in the following section. It draws all its 
information from the Vibasa, T 1545, k. 176 and 177, p. 883-892. The present account will be taken up again later by 
Vasubandhu in the Kosa, IV, p. 220-223 and by Satnghabhadra in the Chouen tcheng li louen, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590-591. 

433 Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 887c (Hobogirin, p. 137): The being who is capable of actions of retribution 
producing the wonderful marks is called bodhisattva. Just the person whose enlightenment (bodhi) and destiny (gati) both 
are definitively assured ( niyata ) is called a true bodhisattva. Bodhi alone is assured starting from the production of the 
mind of enlightenment (cittotpada), but it becomes the destiny only with the faculty of accomplishing the actions 
productive of the wondrous marks. 
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They also say that he is called bodhisattva as soon as he has produced the non-regressing mind 
(i avaivartikacitta ). 

They also say that he must have eliminated five dharmas and gained five dharmas in order to be called 
bodhisattva. What are these five dharmas? 

1) He is freed from the three unfortunate destinies ( durgati ) and is always reborn among gods ( deva ) and 
men ( manusya ). 2) He escapes from poverty ( ddridya ), from commoners ( nfcakula ) and always belongs to 
a noble family (uccakula ). 3) He is never a female ( stnbhava ) but always a male ( pumbhava ). 4) He is free 
of physical defects and weaknesses ( vaikalya ); his organs are complete (avikalendriya ). 5) He never has 
lapses of memory ( sampramosa ) but remembers his past existences (jatismara).^^ - Possessing the 
wisdom (prajhd ) of his past lives ( purvanivdsa ), staying away from evil people, always searching for the 
path of Dharma ( mdrgadhanna ), drawing disciples to himself, he is called bodhisattva. 


2. Actions producing the thirty-two marks 

They also say that he is called bodhisattva starting from the moment when he has accomplished the actions 
producing the thirty-two marks ( dvdtrimsallaksanakarman ) 435 

Question. - When does he accomplish the actions producing the thirty-two marks? 

Answer. - After the three incalculable periods (asamkhyeyakalpa).^^ 

Question. - How long is an asamkhyeya? 

Answer. - An asamkhyeya is a number so great that divine or human calculators cannot comprehend it.437 
Thus: 


434 Tjj ese fi ve points are also found in the Vibhasa, k. 176, p.887a. - They also occur in a karika of the Kosa, IV, p. 222: 
sugoccakulapurnaksah puman jatismara 'vivrt, and repeated in Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590b. 

4^ Cf. Kosa, IV„ p. 220: Bodhisattvo kuto? - Yavat laksanakarmakrdyathah. 

436 Th e career 0 f the bodhisattva in all these sources is three asamkhyeyakalpas plus one hundred supplementary kalpas. 
- The Pali sources generally count four asamkhyeyas and a hundred thousand kalpas: Cariyapitaka, I, v. 1; Jataka, I, p. 2; 
Visuddhimagga, I, p. 302. - The Mahayana hesitates between three, seven and thirty-three asamkhyeyas, which it 
connects with the progress of the bodhisattva before and during his stay in the bhumis: Madh. vrtti, p. 431; Samgraha, p. 
209-211; Siddhi, p. 731-733; Aloka, p. 988. 

437 p or t p e me thod or methods of calculating the asamkhyeya, see the plentiful but confused notes of de La Vallee 
Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 188; IV, p. 224. Four ways of calculating are explained in the Mahavyutpatti; the first two (chap. 
246 and 247) are taken from the Buddhavatamsaka, T 278. k. 29, p. 586; T 279, k. 45, p. 237; and in Sanskrit in the 
edition of the Gandavyuha of D. T. Suzuki, Kyoto, 1934, I, p. 133. - The third computation (Mahavyut., chap. 248) is 
taken from Lalitavistara (ed. Lefmann, p. 147-148). - The fourth (chap. 149) is taken from the Kosa, III, p. 190; it also 
occurs in Bu ston, I, p. 120-121. 

The numbers used in southern Buddhism have been studied by W. Kiefel, Kosmographie des Inder, p. 336. 

Below at k. 5, p. 94b-c, the Mpps will give an extract from the Acintyasutra ( = Gandavyuha) containing a long list of 
numbers increasing each time by one zero starting from ten. 
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[87a] 1 + 1 


= 2 

2x2 = 4 

3x3 = 9 

10x10 = 100 

10x 100 = 1,000 

10x 1,000 = 10,000 

1,000 x 10,000 = 10,000,000 or one koti 

10 million kotis = one nayuta 

10 million nayutas = one bimbara 

10 million bimbaras = one gata 

Beyond the gata is the asamkhyeya. 

This is how the asamkhyeya is calculated. When one has passed over the first asamkhyeya, one passes 
through the second; when one has passed through the second, one passes through the third. According to 
the rules of arithmetic ( ganana ), one counts from one to a hundred and when the hundred is finished, one 
returns to one. In the same way, after one asamkhyeya, the bodhisattva returns to one. 

During the first asamkhyeya, the bodhisattva does not know if he will become a Buddha or not. - During 
the second asamkhyeya, he knows that he will be Buddha but does not dare to proclaim: "I shall be 
Buddha." - During the third asamkhyeya, he knows confidently that he will be Buddha and he dares to 
proclaim fearlessly ( bhaya ): "Later I shall be Buddha. "438 

For Buddha Sakyamuni, the first asamkhyeya goes from the ancient Buddha Sakyamuni to the Buddha La 
na che k'i (Ratnasikhin). 439 p rom that time on, the Bodhisattva was free of all female births. - The second 
asamkhyeya goes from the Buddha Ratnasikhin to the Buddha Jan tang (Dlpamkara). That was when the 
Bodhisattva offered seven blue lotus blossoms ( nflotpala ) to the Buddha Dlpamkara, laid out his garment 
of antelope skin ( ajinavasa ) and spread out his hair (kesa) to cover the mud ( kardama ). On that occasion, 
the Buddha Dlpamkara made the prediction: "Later you will be Buddha under the name Sakyamuni. "440 _ 


438 p assa g e taken from the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 886c. 

439 During the first asamkhyeya, Sakyamuni venerated 75,000 Buddhas; during the second, 76,000, during the third, 
77,000. The Buddhas venerated at the end of these three asamkyeyas were, respectively, Ratnasikhin, Dlpamkara and 
Vipasyin. Cf. Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 178, p. 892c; Kosa, IV, p. 227; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 391b. 

440 ’Djjg i e g enc [ i s one of the oldest in Buddhism: A young student ( brahmacarin ) or novice ( manava ) named Sumedha, 
Megha or Sumati, according to various sources, bought from a maiden five of the seven blue lotus flowers which she had. 
He threw them as an offering to the Buddha Dlpamkara who was passing by, and the lotuses remained suspended in the 
air around the Buddha's head. Converted by this miracle, the young man then laid out on the muddy ground the antelope 
skin which served as his garment and spread out his long hair as a mat; prostrating thus, he pronounced the solemn vow 
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The third asamkhyeya goes from the Buddha Dipamkara to the Buddha P'ip'o che (Vipasyin). - After these 
three asamkhyeyakalpas, the Bodhisattva accomplishes the actions producing the thirty-two marks.441 

Question. - In what place are the actions producing the thirty-two marks accomplished? 

Answer. - In the realm of desire ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) or in the formless 
realm (, arupyadhatu ). Of the five destinies ( gati ) of the desire realm, they are accomplished in the human 
destiny (; manusyagati ). Of the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ), they are accomplished in Jambudvlpa. The 
Bodhisattva accomplished them as a male ( puman ) and not as a female. He accomplished them in the 
epoch in which the Buddhas appear, not in an epoch when there are no Buddhas. He accomplished them 
with the view of Buddhahood and not with any other goal.44? 

Question. - Are the actions producing the thirty-two marks bodily actions ( kdyakannan ), vocal actions 
( vakkarman ) or mental actions (manaskarman )? 


that he would also become Buddha. Then Dipamkara predicted that he would one day become Buddha under the name 
Sakyamuni. 

This legend is attested by a large number of sources. Here are some of the main ones: 

Pali: Nidanakatha, p. 2-14 (tr. Rh. D., Buddhist Birth Stories, p. 3-31); Dhammapadattha, I, p. 83-84 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends., I, p. 193-194); Buddhavamsa, p. 6-18 (tr. Law, p. 8-22); Suttanipata comm., I, p. 49. 

Sanskrit: Mahavastu, I, p. 232-243; Divyavadana, p. 246-252 (tr. H. Zimmer, Karman, ein buddhistischer Legendkranz, 
Miinchen, 1925, p.42-60). 

Tibetan: Mar me mdszad kyis lun bstan pa = DTpamkaravyakarana, Mdo XV, no. 8 Cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 258: OKC, 
no.855, p. 330. Translated in Feer, Extraits, p. 305-321. 

Chinese: The legend is found in the Agamas: Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 11, p. 597a-599c. It is also found in most of the 
Chinese biographies of Sakyamuni, e.g., Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 86), k. 8, p. 47c-48b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 
316-321). - A very detailed story in the Dharmagupta Vinaya, Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 31, p. 785a (summarized in 
Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 134). 

Iconography: Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, p. 273-279; E. Waldschmidt, Gandhdra, Kutscha, Turfan, Leipzig, 
1925, pi. 52; Chavannes, Mission archeologique dans la Chine septentrionale, pi. 284; Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas 
ofZayton, Haivard, 1935, pi. 32, no. 2. 

The offering of the future Sakyamuni to the Buddha Dipamkara took place in Nagarahara, a city of the Lampaka, 
corresponding to the present Jelal-Abad. The place was visited by Fa hien (tr. Legge, p. 38) and by Hiuan tsang, T 2087, 
k. 2, p. 878c (tr. Beal, I, p. 92; Watters, I, p. 183). 

Naturally, there are some differences among the various versions of the legend. We will note only that the Pali sources 
ignore the meeting with the maiden, whereas the Mahavastu says nothing about the hair which the Bodhisattva stretched 
out on the mud. On the other hand, the two episodes are told in the Divyavadana which, having its exact parallel in the 
Chinese Ekottaragama, seems to be one of the oldest sources. 

441 The Bodhisattva accomplishes these actions in the course of the hundred cosmic ages that follow the three 
asamkhyeyas: Kosa, IV, p. 224; Samghabhdra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c. But these hundred kalpas are often neglected and 
then it is said that the state of Buddhahood is attained at the end of three asamkhyeyas. 

442 Same details in the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 887c; Kosa, IV, p.223-224; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c. 
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Answer. - They are mental actions and not bodily or vocal actions. Why? Because mental action alone is 
profitable. 443 

Question. - Mental action ( manaskarman ) concerns the six consciousnesses ( vijnana ). Are the actions 
producing the thirty-two marks accomplished by the mental consciousness ( manovijndna ) or by the other 
five consciousnesses? 

Answer. - They are accomplished by the mental consciousness and not by the other five consciousnesses. 
Why? Because the five consciousnesses are incapable of discernment ( vikalpa ). This is why they are 
accomplished by the mental consciousness .444 

Question. - Which mark is set in place first? 

[87b] Answer. - According to some, it is the mark that consists of having the feet well set 
( supratisthitapada ), because first it is necessary to be well established in order that the other marks be 
fixed. According to others, the mark fixed first is that which consists of having deeply set black eyes 
(i abhimlanetra ), for it is with an eye of this kind that the One with great loving-kindness ( mahdmaitra ) 
looks upon beings. These two opinions, whatever may be said about them, are incorrect: When the causes 
and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) of the marks are gathered, there is a first realization [for all the marks 
together]; so how could the feet well planted be the first? 

Question. - Are the actions accomplished by one volition ( cetand ) or by several volitions? 

Answer. - Thirty-two different volitions accomplish the thirty-two marks by reason of one volition for each 
mark. But each mark taken separately, is adorned (, alamkrta ) with a hundred merits (puny a). 

Question. - What is the extent of each of these merits?446 


443 Qf Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 887b: What is the nature ( svabhava ) of the actions producing the marks? Are they 
actions of body, speech or mind? - They have the nature of these three actions, but mental action is the main one 
(i adhipati ). Some say that they are only mental actions and not bodily or vocal. Why? Because mental action is sharp 
(tiksna), whereas bodily and vocal actions are dull ( mrdu ). Do the actions that produce the marks belong to the sphere of 
the mafias or to the five consciousnesses ( vijnana )? - They belong to the sphere of the mafias and not to the five 
consciousnesses. Why? Because mental action is endowed with concept ( vikalpa ) and functions after examination 
(nirupana ); on the contrary, the five consciousnesses are without concept and arise as a consequence of the manas- 
element ( manodhdtu ). 

444 Qf q le s j x consc i OUS nesses, the mental consciousness alone is endowed with the two special vikalpas called 
examination ( nirupana ) and memory ( anusmarana ); the other five consciousnesses (the visual, auditory, olfactory, 
gustatory and tactile consciousnesses) lack them. In other words, the visual consciousness knows blue, but it does not 
know "It is blue". Only the mental consciousness is capable of this operation. Cf. Kosa, I, p. 60; Samgraha, p. 19. 

445 The Kosavyakliya (cited in Kosa, IV, p. 226) and Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 590c) count a hundred volitions 
and consequently a hundred merits for each mark to be realized. 

446 Thgi-g are several opinions on the extent or measure of each merit of the Bodhisattva: here the Mpps will mention 
seven: the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 177, p.889c sq.) mentions eleven; the Kosa (IV, p. 227) mentions only three; 
Samghabhadra (T 1562, k. 44, p. 591a) limits it to five. 
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Answer. - According to some, each merit is equivalent to that which assures the cakravartin king power 
over the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ). A hundred merits of this kind would realize one single mark. 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to that which gives Che t'i houan yin (Sakradevendra) 
mastery (vasitd) over two classes of gods.447 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to that which gives the king of the Paranirmitavasavartin gods 
the power over the world of desire (kamadhatu).^ ° 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to the merit that has as its fruit the enjoyment of all beings 
with the exception of the bodhisattva close to bodhi (samnikrstabodhisattva). 

According to others, each merit is equivalent to the collective merit of all the beings of earth and heaven at 
the end of a kalpa, merit which has as its retribution the formation of a trichiliomegachiliocosm 
( trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu ). 

According to others, this merit is immeasurable ( aprameya ), incomparable ( anupama ) and unknowable 
(ajneya). It is equivalent to that which one person would gain by caring for and healing all the beings of a 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu in the case where these would all be blind ( andha ) and without eyes; or 
where they had all been poisoned and he took care of them and cured them; or where they were about to 
die and he was able to save them and deliver them; or where they had all lost their discipline (slid) and he 
was able to teach them and bring them back to pure discipline ( visuddhisfla) and right view. All of that 
would be equivalent to only one single merit [producing the marks]. 

According to yet others, this merit is immeasurable ( aprameya ) and incomparable (anupama). When the 
Bodhisattva has entered the third asamkhyeya, his mind (citta) and his volition (cetand) have a great 
activity; he accomplishes the actions producing the thirty-two marks. This is why his merits are immense 
and only the Buddha can know them. 

Question. - During how long a time does the Bodhisattva accomplish the [actions producing] the thirty-two 
marks? 

Answer. - During a hundred kalpas if he goes slowly, during ninety-one kalpas if he goes quickly. The 
Bodhisattva Sakyamuni realized the thirty-two marks in ninety-one kalpas .449 


447 Sakra commands two lower classes of gods of kamadhatu: the Catunnaharajikas and the Trayastrimsas (cf. Beal, 
Catena, p. 93). 

448 ■p[ le Paranirmitavasavartins are the higher gods of kamadhadtu; their leader, called Vasavartin in DIgha, I, p. 210; 
Mahavastu, I, p. 263; II, p. 360, is none other than Mara (see below, k. 10, p. 134c; Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 123; Huber, 
Sutralamkara, p. 110). 

44? In these one hundred kalpas during which normally the Bodhisattva accomplished the actions producing the marks, 
Sakyamuni, thanks to his effort (virya), skipped over nine. Therefore his effort lasted only 91 kalpas instead of 100. Cf. 
Mahavastu, III, p. 249: viryakayena sampanno ... nava kalpdni sthayesi vTryenapurusottamah. - Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, 
p. 890b; Kosa. IV, p. 225; Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 44, p. 591a; Fu ti king louen, T 1539, k. 7, p. 327a; Kouan fo san 
mei hai king, T 643, k. 7, p. 679b (tr. Przyluski, Le Nord-Puest de I'lnde, JA, 1914, p. 566). Also, as he himself said 
several times, his natural memory covered only these 91 kalpas: Samyutta, IV, p. 324; DIgha, II, p. 2; Majjhima, I, p. 483; 
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Thus it is said in a sutra: 


450 

"Once, in times gone by, there was a Buddha named Fou cha (Pusya)45 '; at the same time there were two 
Bodhisattvas; the first named Sakyamuni and the second Maitreya. The Buddha Pusya wanted to see if the 
mind ( citta ) of the Bodhisattva [87c] Sakyamuni was pure or not. He examined it and saw that his mind 
was not pure but that the minds of his disciples were pure. As for the Bodhisattva Maitreya, his mind was 
pure but that the minds of his disciples were not pure. Then the Buddha Pusya said to himself: "It is easy to 
change quickly the mind of a single man, but it is difficult to change quickly the mind of a crowd." Having 
had this thought, wanting the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni to become Buddha quickly, the Buddha Pusya 
climbed the Himavat mountain ( himavantam parvatam abhiruhya), found a rock cave filled with jewels 
(ratnaguham pravisya)^^ and there entered into the concentration of fire ( tejodhdtum samapannah ). 3 

At the same time, the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, who then was a heretical sage ( tirthikarsi ), climbed the 
mountain gathering herbs. He saw the Buddha Pusya seated in the jewel-cave in the concentration of fire, 
emitting a great brilliance. At this sight, he experienced great joy ( dnanda ); he had faith and paid homage. 


Divyavadana, p. 282. For more details, see L. de La Vallee Poussin, Les neuf Kalpa qu'a franchi Sakyamuni pour 
devancer Maitreya, TP, 1928, no. l,p. 17-21. 

450 This story is told in the Avadanasataka, no. 97, II, p. 175-177 (tr. Feer, p. 412-414; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k.4, 
p. 670a (tr. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 14); Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 299 (no, 97), k. 10, p. 253c-254a; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, k. 177, p. 890b; Kosa, IV, p. 229 and Kosavyakhya, p. 432; Chouen tcheng li louen of Samghabhadra, T 1562, k. 
44, p. 591c; Fo ti king louen, T 1530, k. 7, p. 327a. Here are a few extracts from the Avadanasataka, II, p.175 sq.: 
Bhutcipurvam bhiksavo 'ttte 'dhvani Pusyo ndma samyaksambuddho loka udcipcidi... So ‘parena .... ekdya gdthaya 
stutvan: 

na divi bhuvi va nasmimi like na vaisravanalaye.... 
purusavrsabha tvattulyo 'nyo mahasramanah kutcih II 
Atha Pusya samyakambuddhah .... saddt: Sddhu sddhu satpurusa 
anena balavfryena saannena dvijttama / 
nava kalpdhparavrttdh samstutyada tathatcigatam. II 

451 The Buddha in question sometimes appears under the name of Pusya (Mahavastu, III, p. 240; Avadanasataka, T 190; 
T 200; Tibetan version of the Kosa where shar rgyal translates Pusya), sometimes under the name of Tisya (T 1530; T 
1562; Chinese translations of the Kosa by Paramartha and Hiuan tsang). Tisya is not, however, synonymous with Pusya. 
In the Mahavastu (III, p. 240-243), the Buddha Tisya appears 95 kalpas before Sakyamuni and makes the prediction to 
Pusya; the latter appears 92 kalpas before Sakyamuni and gives the prophecy to Vipasyin. These facts are more or less 
confirmed by T 190 (Beal, Romantic Legends, p. 14) where Tisya and Pusya precede Sakyamuni by 95 and 94 kalpas 
respectively. Tisya (variant Pusya) is also the name of a lunar mansion (Cancri). 

452 j n mos t sources, the miracle took place in a jewel cave ( ratnaguha ); the Vibhasa specifies a cave of vaidurya. T 200 
locates the scene under a tree. 

453 j 1530 and T 1562 confirm this type of concentration adopted by Pusya. This tejodhatusamadhi, concentration on 
the fire element, also called jyotisprabhasamadhi, concentration on the brilliance of fire, consists of considering the 
element fire and, by the power of this examination, making one's body incandescent and emitting flames and smoke. It is 
often followed by nirvana. Cf. Mahavastu, I, p. 556; Divyavadana, p. 186; Udana, 9, p. 93; Przyluski, Asoka, p. 26; 
Concile, p. 10, 31, 66 , 116 (the nirvana of Gavampati). 
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Standing erect on one leg, his palms joined towards the Buddha, he considered him attentively. Without 
blinking his eyes, for seven days and seven nights he praised the Buddha with one single stanza: 

Either in heaven or on earth, there is no equal to the Buddha. 

In the universes of the ten directions, there is no-one comparable to him. 

If one considers all the beings in the universe, 

No-one is like the Buddha. 

For seven days and seven nights, he contemplated the Buddha thus without blinking his eyes. This is how 
he freed (pratyudddvartate ) nine kalpas and reached supreme perfect enlightenment 
(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) in ninety-one kalpas.454 

Question. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, intelligent ( medhdvin ) and well-learned, was capable of 
composing all sorts of marvelous stanzas. Why then does he praise the Buddha with one single stanza for 
seven days and seven nights? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni valued his mental intentions and valued the fact of not chattering. If 
he had praised the Buddha with still more stanzas, his mind would now and then have been distracted 
(viksiptacitta). This is why he praised the Buddha with the same stanza for seven days and seven nights, 

Question. - Why was the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni's mind impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? 
Why was the mind of the Bodhisattva Maitreya impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? 

Answer. - The Bodhisattva Sakyamuni was totally preoccupied with the good of beings ( sattvahita ) and 
but little with himself, whereas the Bodhisattva Maitreya preoccupied himself much with his own person 
and little with other beings. 


454 The various versions of this legend agree in essence and often in detail. They all intend to explain how the 
Bodhisattva Sakyamuni, by praising the Buddha Pusya with a stanza repeated for seven days and seven nights, succeeded 
in outstripping his colleague, the Bodhisattva Maitreya; the merit that he acquired by praising the Buddha freed him of 
nine cosmic periods and he reached Buddhahood in ninety-one periods instead of one hundred. 

One source, however, tells the facts in another way and, as a consequence, has a different import: this is the Siuan tsi po 
yuan king (T 200, k. 10, p. 253c-254a, the Chinese counterpart of the Sanskrit Avadanasataka). There is no question of 
any kind of emulation between Sakyamuni and Maitreya. Both address their praise to the Buddha together. Here is the 
translation of this passage: 

"Once, innumerable generations ago, in the land of Po lo nai (Varanasi), a Buddha appeared in the world: he was called 
Pusya. He was seated under a tree crosslegged. I (Sakyamuni) and Maitreya were two bodhisattvas. We went to this 
Buddha, made all kinds of offerings ( nanapuja ) and, standing on one leg for seven days, we praised him with this stanza: 
"Either in heaven or on earth, nobody is like the Buddha. In the universes of the ten directions, nobody is comparable to 
him. If one considers everything in the universe, nothing is like the Buddha." 

The Mpps is referring probably to this latter source; attaching it below (p. 92c) to refute the Abhidharma doctrines 
explained here, it will make the following comment: "You believe that only the Buddha Sakyamuni saw the Buddha 
Pusya in his jewel cave and praised him with one single stanza during seven days and seven nights. The Avadanasataka is 
the only one not to speak of it. If you do not know it, that is not a good enough reason." 
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During the ninety-one kalpas from the Buddha P'ip'o che (Vipasyin) to the Buddha Kia cho (Kasyapa), the 
Bodhisattva [Sakyamuni] accomplished the actions producing the thirty-two marks and, when he had 
accumulated ( upacita ) them, his six virtues ( paramita ) were perfected ( paripurna ). 


3. The six virtues 

What are the six virtues {paramita )? The virtues of generosity (, dana ), discipline ( sila ), patience ( ksdnti ), 
exertion (virya), meditation (, dhyana ) and wisdom ( prajna ). 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill ( paripiparti ) the virtue of generosity? 

Answer. - He gives everything unrestrictedly, and when he has given even his body, his heart feels no 
regret, for example, king Che p'i (Sibi) who gave his body to the pigeon {kapota).^-’-’ 


455 The 'gift of the flesh' for the ransoming of a pigeon [along with the 'gift of the eyes' and the 'gift of the flesh to 
receive a teaching'] is one of the deeds of the famous king Sibi. 

Sanskrit sources: It has been wrongly claimed that we have no Indian Buddhist version of this ransoming of the pigeon. 
The Kalpanamanditika, p. 181, contains fragments, unfortunately very mutilated, of this episode. - The Avadanakalpalata, 
II, v. 109 (vol. I, p. 49) alludes to the gift of the eyes, but also to the ransom of the pigeon: sivijanmani candhaya 
dattam... kapotah syenakad. Its chap. LV (vol II, p. 119-135) tells how king Sarvamdada (Sibi's surname?), at the price of 
his flesh bought a pigeon claimed by Indra who was disguised as a hunter. - Finally, the Laiikavatara, p. 251, contains a 

faithful summary of the episode in its traditional form: Indrenapi ca devadhiptyam . duhkena mahatdlambhitah. "Even 

Indra, who has acquired sovereignty over all the gods, had to take the form of a vulture because of his evil habit of eating 
meat in his past existences. Pursued by this vulture, Visvakarman, who had assumed the fonn of a pigeon, got up onto the 
scales. In order [to save him], king Sibi, who had compassion for the innocent, had to suffer great sorrow." 

[Note: Chavannes {Contes, IV, p. 85), in error, attaches the Jataka no. 2 and the Pali Jataka no. 499 to 'the gift of the 
flesh'. These texts deal only with 'the gift of the eyes.' 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou king, T 152 (no. 2), k. 1, p. lb (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 7-11); P'ou sa pen hing king, T 
155, k. 3, p. 119a24-25; Pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 333b-334a; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 
64), k. 12, p. 321-323 (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 330-341); Hien yu king, T 202, K. 1, P. 351c (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise 
und der Thor, p. 16-20); Tchong king, T 208 (no. 2), k. 1, p. 531c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 70-72); King liu yi siang, 
T 2121, k. 25, p. 137c-138a. 

Brahmanical sources: S. Levi, in JA, 2908, p. 246 refers to the Mahabharata, III, 139-131; III, 195; XIII, 32 (where the 
hero is Vrsadarbha); Kathasaritsagara, I, 7: Brhatkathamanjan, I, 3, v. 81. 

Jain sources: Karunavajrayudha, where the name of the hero is Vajrayudha (cf. Winternitz, Literature, II, p. 548. 

The stupa of 'the gift of the flesh', situated near the village of Girarai on the boundary between the district of Peshawar 
and Bouner, was visited by Fa hien T 2085, k. 5, p. 1021 c 15 (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, p. 427) and by Hiuan tsang, T 
2087, k. 3, p. 883al4-18 (tr. Beal, I, p. 125; Watters, I, p. 234). 

Iconography: Gandhara (L. D. Barnett, Antiquities of India, London, 1913, pi XXII); Mathura (Vogel, Mathura, pi. XXc); 
Amaravatl (A. Foucher, Les sculptures d'Amaravati, RAA, V, 1928, p. 15, pi VIII, fig 1); Nagarjunikonda (J. Ph. Vogel, 
Excavations at Nagarjunikonda, An. Bibl., V, 1930 and pi. Ilb); Central Asia (Griinwedel, Buddh. Kultstdtten, fig, 130 
and 251); Barabudur (Foucher, Beginnings ofb. Art, pi. XXXVI, 2). 
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[88a] In one of his previous lives, the Buddha Sakyamuni was a king named Sibi; this king was reverent 
(; namas ), had received refuge ( sarana ) and was very energetic ( viryavat ) and full of loving-kindness 
(maitri) and compassion ( karund ); he considered all beings with the love of a mother for her child. 

At that time there was no Buddha. The life of Che t'i houan yin (Sakradevendra) was exhausted and about 
to end. Sakra said to himself: "Where is there an omniscient Buddha? I have some problems in various 
subjects and I have not been able to cut through my doubts ( samsaya )." He knew there was no Buddha and, 
returning to the heavens, he sat down sadly. A skillful magician ( dciksa nirmdtr )^ , the god P'i cheou kie 

mo (Visvakarman) asked him: "Devendra, why are you so sad?" Sakra answered: "I was looking for 
someone who is omniscient and I have been unable to find him. That is why I am sad." Visvakarman said 
to him: “There is a great bodhisattva endowed with generosity (ddna ), discipline ( sfla ) meditation ( dhydna) 
and wisdom ( prajna ). Before long, he will be Buddha." Sakra replied with this stanza: 

Bodhisattvas who produce the Great Mind, 

Eggs of fish and flowers of the mango tree: 

These three things are rather common. 

But it is rare that they bear fruit. 

Visvakarman replied: "This king Sibi of the Yeou che na clan is disciplined, very kind, very 
compassionate, meditative and wise; before long he will be Buddha." Sakradevendra then said to 
Visvakarman: "Let us go to examine him to see if he possesses the marks ( laksana ) of a bodhisattva. You 
will change yourself into a pigeon ( kapota ) and I will be a falcon ( syena ). You will pretend to be afraid and 
will take refuge in the king's armpit; I will chase you." Visvakarman answered: "Why torment the great 
Bodhisattva in this way?" Sakradevendra replied with this stanza: 

I no longer have any bad intentions. 

In the same way that real gold must be tested, 

It is necessary to test this bodhisattva in this way 

And find out if his resolve is strong. 

When Sakra had spoken this stanza, Visvakarman changed himself into a pigeon with red eyes and red 
feet, while Sakradevendra changed himself into a falcon. The falcon pursued the pigeon swiftly; the latter 
flew directly to take refuge in the king's armpit: trembling with fear, with troubled eyes, it uttered moans. 

Then a numerous crowd 

Declared at this sight: 

‘This king is very kind 

All beings trust him. 


456 Mother-Williams: nirmdtr, 'creator, artist'. 
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This pigeon, this little bird. 

Has taken refuge in him as in its nest. 

That is the mark of a bodhisattva. 

He will be Buddha before long.’ 

Then the falcon, perched on a nearby tree, said to king Sibi: "Give me my pigeon." [88b] The king 
answered: "It is I who took it first, it is not yours. Since I have produced the Great Mind, I welcome all 
beings ( sattva ) and I wish to save all beings." The falcon said: "O king, you want to save all beings; am I 
not part of them? Why should I be the only one not to enjoy your compassion? Would you deprive me of 
my daily food?" The king replied: "What do you eat? 

I have made the vow to protect every being that takes refuge in me. What food do you need? I will give it 
to you." The falcon answered: "I need fresh meat." The king began to think: "That is difficult to find 
without killing animals. Must I then kill something to give it to him?" Reflecting thus, his decision 
remained firm and he spoke this stanza: 

The flesh of my own body 

Subject to old age, sickness and death. 

Will start to rot before long. 

I will give it to him. 

Having had this thought, he called a servant to bring a knife, cut the flesh of his thigh and gave it to the 
falcon. The falcon said to the king: "O king, you are giving me fresh meat, but in all fairness, you should 
give me a weight of flesh equal to the weight of the pigeon. Make no mistake!" The king said: "I will use 
my scales (tula).” He placed [the piece] of flesh on one side and the pigeon on the other, but the pigeon 
was heavier than the flesh of the king. Then he ordered the servant to cut his other thigh, but that too was 
still too light. In turn he cut his two feet, his ramp, his two breasts, his neck and his back. He sacrificed his 
whole body, but the pigeon was still heavier than the flesh of the king. Then his ministers and his family 
put up a curtain (vitana) and sent away those who were present, because the king could not be seen in that 
state. But king Sibi said to them: "Do not send the people away, let them come in and watch", and he added 
these stanzas: 

May the gods, men and asuras 
Come and contemplate me. 

A great mind, an extreme resolve is necessary 
To attain Buddhahood. 

Whoever is seeking Buddhahood 
Must bear great suffering. 

If one cannot maintain one's resolution 
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One should give up the vow [of bodhi]. 

Then the Bodhisattva, with bloody hands, took the scales and wanted to climb up on them: he maintained 
his resolve to balance the weight of the pigeon with his whole body. The falcon said to him: "Great king, 
that is very difficult. Why are you doing that? Rather give me the pigeon." The king answered: "The 
pigeon has taken refuge in me, I will never give it to you. If I sacrifice my whole body, it is not to gain 
treasure or out of concern. At the price of my body, I want to attain Buddhahood." With his hands, he took 
the scales, but as his flesh was exhausted and his muscles torn, he could not make his way there and, trying 
to climb up [onto the scales], [88c] he fell down. Reprimanding his own heart, he said: " You must be 
strong and not anxious. All beings are plunged into an ocean of suffering. You yourself have sworn to save 
them all. Why be discouraged? The pain [that you are suffering] is small; the sufferings of hell ( naraka ) 
are great. If they are compared, yours do not make up a sixteenth part. If I who am wise, full of energy, 
disciplined and meditative, if I suffer such pain, what about people without wisdom who are plunged into 
hell?" Then the Bodhisattva, resolutely trying to climb up, took the scales and gave the order to his servant 
to help him. At that moment, his resolve was strong and he regretted nothing. 

The devas, nagas, asuras, pisacas, manusyas praised him greatly. They said: "To act in this way for a little 
pigeon is extraordinary ( adbhuta )." Then the great earth (prthivi ) trembled six times, the great sea 
(samudra) swelled its waves ( taranga ), the dead trees began to blossom, the gods caused a perfumed rain 
to fall and threw flowers. The goddesses sang his praises: "He will surely become Buddha." Then the 
devarsi came from the four directions [to praise him], saying: "This is a true Bodhisattva who will soon 
become Buddha." 

The falcon said to the pigeon: "The test is finished; he has not spared his own life. He is a true 
Bodhisattva" and added this stanza: 

In the garden of compassion. 

He has planted the tree of omniscience. 

We must pay homage to him; 

He should not be caused any more pain. 

Then Visvakarman said to Sakradevendra: "Devendra, you who possess miraculous power, you should 
make this king whole in body again." Sakradevendra replied: "It need not be me. The king himself is going 
to swear that his great heart was joyful [when] he sacrificed his life and gave it so that all beings could seek 
Buddhahood." 

Sakra then said to the king: "When you cut off your flesh and you were suffering so cruelly, did you feel 
any regret?" The king answered: "My heart was joyful ( ananda ). I felt no irritation or regret." Sakra said to 
him: "Who could believe that you did not feel anger or irritation?" Then the Bodhisattva made this vow: 
"When I cut my flesh and when my blood flowed, I felt neither anger nor irritation. I was resolved 
{ekacitta) and without regret, for I was heading to Buddhahood. If I am speaking the truth, may my body 
become as it was before." Hardly had he pronounced these words than his body became as it was before. 
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At this sight, men and gods became very joyful and cried out at this miracle: "This great Bodhisattva will 
surely become Buddha. We must honor him whole-heartedly and wish that he will become Buddha soon. 
He will protect us." Then Sakradevendra and Visvakarman returned to the heavens. 

It is by acts of this kind that the Bodhisattva fulfills the virtue of generosity. 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of discipline ( silaparamita )? 

Answer. - By not sparing his life when it is a question of keeping the pure precepts (visuddhasila). Thus 
king Siu t'o siu mo (Sutasoma), for the sake of the great king Kie [89a/ mo cha po t'o (Kalmasapada) went 
so far as to offer his life, but did not violate the precepts. 45 7 

There was once a king called Sutosoma,45 8 full of energy (vuyavat), observer of the precepts ( sfladhara ) 
and always faithful to his given word ( satyavddin ). One morning he mounted his chariot with his 
courtesans ( ganikd ) and entered a garden ( drmama ) to walk about. When he left the gates of the city, a 
certain brahmin who had come to beg said to the king: "The king is very powerful (mahaprabhava) and I 
am a poor man ( daridra ). May he have pity on me and give me something." The king replied: "I agree. I 
value the teachings of saints ( tathdgata ) such as yourself; we will make mutual gifts to one another." 
Having made this promise, the king entered his garden where he bathed and disported himself. 

Then a two-winged king named 'Gazelle's Foot' (Kalmasapada)^^ came swiftly and, from the midst of his 
courtesans, seized the king and flew away with him: one would have said it was the golden-winged bird 


457 A well-known Jataka where Sutosoma is none other than the Buddha, whereeas Kalmasapada is Ahgulimala: 

Pali sources: Mahasutasomajataka, Jataka no. 537 (V, p. 456-511); Cariyapitaka, III, 12, p. 100-101 (tr. Law, p. 124-125). 
Sanskrit sources: Jatakamala, no. 31, p. 207-224 (tr. Speyer, p. 291-313); Bhadrakalpacadana, chap. 34 (tr. S. Oldenburg, 
On the Buddhist Jatakas, JRAS, 1893, p. 331-334); Laiikaavatara, p. 250-251, contains a summary: Bhutapurvam atite 
'dhvani rajabhut... asaditavan mdmsahetoh. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 41), k. 4, p. 22b-24b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 143-154; Hicn yu king, 
T 202 (no. 52), k. 11, p. 425-427 (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 300-326); Kieou tsa p'i yu king, T 206 (no. 
40), k. 2, p. 517 a-c (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 405-406); Jen wang pan jo po lo mi king, T 245, k. 2, p. 830; Chinese 
versions of the Laiikavatara (T 670, k. 4, p. 513c; T 671, k. 8, p. 563a; T 672, k. 6, p. 623c); King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 
25, p. 139a-b. 

Iconography: Enamelled brick at Pagan (Griinwedel, Buddhistische Studien, fig. 39); frieze at Aurangabad (A. Foucher, 
Une representation du Sutosoma-jataka sur une frise d'Aurangabad, ML, I, 261-271 and pi. XXI-XXII); Ajanta (JA, 
Apr.-June, 1921, p. 213). 

Study: R. Watanabe,77ie Story of Kalmasapada, JPTS, 1909, p. 236-310. 

458 The Bodhisattva, called Sutosoma in most of the sources, is called P'ou tiling (Samantaprabhasa) in T 152 (p. 22b) 
and T 245 (p. 830a). Sutosoma belonged to a well-known family of the Kauravas (Jataka, V, p. 457, Jatakamala, p. 207) 
and resided at Indapatta (Jataka, V, p. 457) a city located on the present site of Delhi. 

459 The anthropophagous Kalmasapada does not have a well-defined identity. In T 152, p. 22c, it is a king named A k'iun 
(170 and 5; 123 and 7). - In the Pali Jataka, it is Brahmadatta, king of Varanasi (Benares). - In T 245, p. 830a, it is a 
young prince, son of the king of T'ien lo (Devala?) - In T 202, p. 425a, it is the son of Brahmadatta, king of Benares and a 
lioness. - In the Sanskrit sources (Jatakamala, p. 209, Bhadrakalpavadana, chap. 34; Laiikavatara, p. 250), he appears as 
the son of a king and a lioness and, as his father was called Sudasa, he was named Saudasa or Simhasaudasa. - He is more 
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(garuda) seizing a serpent ( naga ) in mid-ocean. The women lamented and wept; in the garden, in the city, 
within and without, there was turmoil and consternation. 

Kalmasapada, carrying the king, traveled through space ( akasa ) and came to his home where he set 
Sutasoma down amidst the ninety-nine kings [whom he had already captured] .460 King Sutosoma began to 
weep. Kalmasapada said to him: "Great ksatriya king, why are you crying like a baby? Every man must 
die; everything composite must decay." King Sutosoma replied: "I am not afraid of death, but I am afraid 
of not fulfilling my promises. From the time that I was born, 1 have never lied ( mrsavada ). This morning, 
as I was leaving the gates, a certain brahmin came to me to ask for alms and I promised to return to give 
him charity. I do not doubt impermanence ( anityatd ), but if I disappoint this [brahmin] in his expectation, I 
am committing a sin ( dpatti) of deception. That is why I am weeping." Kalmasapada said to him: "Your 
wish will be satisfied. Since you are afraid to break your promise, I allow you to return [home]; you have 
seven days in which to give alms to the brahmin; after that time, you will return here. If you have not come 
back in that time, by the power of my wings, I will easily bring you back." 

King Sutosama was able to return to his native land and give alms to the brahmin as he wished. He set the 
crown prince ( kumdra ) on the throne. Calling his people together, he excused himself in these words: "I 
know that I have not settled eveiything; my governing was not [always] according to the Dharma. I 
recognize your loyalty. If I am not dead by tomorrow, I shall return directly." Throughout the whole 
country, his people and his family struck their foreheads to the ground trying to keep him, saying: "We 
want the king to mind his country and to continue his kind protection. He should not worry about 
Kalmasapada, king of the raksasas. We will build an iron castle ( ayogrha ) surrounded by choice soldiers. 
No matter how powerful Kalmasapada is, we are not afraid of him." But Sutosoma, who disagreed, spoke 
this stanza: 

Faithfulness to one's word ( satyavada ) is the foremost of the commandments; 

The man of his word ascends the stairway to heaven. 

The man of his word, no matter how small, is great; 

The liar goes to hell. 


familiar under the name of Kalmasapada, which certain Chinese sources translate as Po tsou (187 and 6; 157), Pan tsou 
(96 and 6; 157), i.e., 'Speckled Foot' (cf. T 202, p. 425b; T 245, p. 830a); according to the Hien yu king (T 202, p. 425b), 
this surname was given to him because, bom of a lioness, he had feet marked with spots like a lion's for. In his 
Sumangalavilasinl, II, p. 483, Buddhaghosa proposes another explanation: When the anthropophagous king, banished by 
his subjects, took flight, an acacia spine pierced his foot, and this wound left a scar like a speckled piece of wood (tassa 
kirapade ... hutva ruhi). 

The village where this man-eater was tamed was called Kalmasadamya (in Pali, Kammasadamma). It is situated in the 
land of the Kurus, and the Buddha preached several important sutras there. Cf. Dlgha, II, p. 55, 290; Majjhima, I, p. 55; 
II, p. 26; Samyutta, II, p. 92; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 10, p. 60a29; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 24, p. 578b; Divyavadana, p. 
515,516. 

460 [ n x 202 (p. 426a) and T 243 (p. 830b), it was 999 kings whom Kalmasapada had captured. 
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I wish to keep my promise today. 
Rather lose one's life than break it. 


[89b] My heart feels no regret. 

Having reflected in this way, the king departed and returned to Kalmasapada who, seeing him from afar, 
rejoiced and said to him: "You are a man of your word who does not break his promises. Every man seeks 
to save his own life. You had the chance to escape from death, but you came back to fulfill your promise. 
You are a great man ( mahapurusa )." 

Then Sutosoma praised faithfulness to one's word: "The one who keeps his word is a man; he who breaks it 
is not a man." He praised truth ( satyavdda) in every way and disparaged falsehood ( mrsdvdda ). Listening 
to him, Kalmasapada developed pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi) and said to king Sutosoma: "You have 
spoken well; in return I will release you; you are free. I grant you also the ninety-nine kings, [your co¬ 
prisoners]. May they return, each as he will, to their own countries." When he had spoken thus, the 
hundred kings returned [to their homes]. 

It is in Jatakas such as this that the Bodhisattva fulfills the virtue of discipline. 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of patience ( ksdntipdramita )? 

Answer. - When people come to insult him, strike him, beat him, slash him, tear off his skin, cut him to 
pieces and take his life, his mind feels no hatred ( dvesa ). Thus, when king Kia li (Kali) cut off his hands 
( hasta ), feet (pdda ), ears ( karna ) and nose ( nasa ), the bhiksu Tchan (Ksanti) kept a strong mind 
(i drdhacitta ) without emotion (cicala ).461 


461 The Mpps tells the story of the bhiksu Ksanti in the following way: In a great forest, Ksantirsi was cultivating 
patience ( ksanti ) and practicing loving-kindness ( maitri ). One day, king Kali along with his courtesans entered the forest 
to walk about and disport himself. Having finished his meal, the king stopped to sleep a little. The courtesans, walking 
about in the blossoming forest, saw the rsi, paid their respects to him ( vandana ) and sat down at his side. Then the rsi 
praised patience and loving-kindness; his words were so fine that the women could not get enough of listening to him and 
stayed with him for a long time. King Kali woke up and, not seeing is courtesans, seized his sword ( asipatta ) and 
followed their footsteps. When he found them around the rsi, his lustful jealousy overflowed; with furious eyes, 
brandishing his sword, he asked the rsi: "What are you doing there"? The rsi replied: "I am here to practice patience and 
cultivate loving-kindness." The king said: "I am going to put you to the test. With my sword, I will cut off your ears 
(karna), your nose (nasa) and your hands (hasta) and feet (pdda). If you do not get angry, I will know that you are 
cultivating patience." The rsi answered: "Do as you wish." Then the king drew his sword and cut off his ears, his nose, 
then his hands and feet and asked him: "Is your mind disturbed?" The rsi answered: "I cultivate patience and loving¬ 
kindness; my mind is not disturbed." The king said: “There lies your body without any strength; you say that you are not 
disturbed, but who would believe you?" Then the rsi made this oath: "If I am truly cultivating loving-kindness and 
patience, may my blood (sonita) become milk (ksira)." At once his blood changed into milk; the king, astounded, 
departed with his courtesans. But then, in the forest, a naga-king (nagaraja), taking the side of the rsi, caused lightning 
and thunder and the king, struck by lightning, perished and did not return to his palace. 

This anecdote is often told to illustrate the patience of the Bodhisattva (represented here by the bhiksu Ksanti) and the 
wickedness of Devadatta (here, the evil king). 
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Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of exertion ( viryaparamita )? 

Answer. - When he possesses great exertion of mind. Thus the bodhisattva Ta che (Mahatyagavat), putting 
his life at the disposal of all [his friends], swore to empty the water of the ocean until it was completely 


Pali sources: Khantivadajataka, no. 313 (III, p. 39-43); Jataka, I, p. 45; III, p. 178; VI, p. 257; Dhammapaddattha, I, p. 
149 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 241); Khuddakapatha Comm., p. 149; Buddhavamsa Comm., p. 51; Visuddhimagga, I, 
p. 302. 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, III, p. 357-361; Jatakamala (no. 28), p. 181-192 (tr. Speyer, p. 153-168); Avadanakalpalata 
(no. 38), I, p. 932-941; Vajracchedika, v. 14, p. 31; Kosa, IV, p. 229. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 44), k. 5, p. 25 (tr. Chavannes, Contes , I, p. 161-154; Seng k'ie lo tch'a so 
tsi king, T 194, k. 1, p. 119a; Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 63). k. 11, p. 320a; T 201 (no. 65), k. 12, p. 325c (tr. 
Huber, Sutrdlamkdra, p. 325, 352); Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 12), k. 2, p. 359c-360b (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der 
Thor, p. 60-63); Kin kang pan jo po lo mi king, Y 235, p. 750b; Ta pan nie p'an king, T 374, k. 31, p. 551a-b, Ta fang 
teng ta tsi king, T 397, k. 50, p. 330b; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 5, p. 119b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 3, p. 
882b (tr. Beal, I, p. 121; Watters, I, p. 227); King liu siang, T 2121, k. 8, p. 40b-c. 

Khotanese sources: Translation of the Vajracchedika, Hoernle, Remains, p. 282. 

Iconography: Samath: AR Arch. Surv. 1907-1908; Central Asia: Le Coq-Waldscmidt, Spatantike, VI, 11-12; Formosa: 
Ecke-Demieville, Twin Pagodas ofZayton, pi. 41 above. 

In Liiders, Bharhut und die buddh. Literatur, p. 119-121, there is a comparison between the Pali text of the Jataka and the 
Sanskrit text of the Mahavastu. 

The sources enumerated here differ in details. The Bodhisattva tortured by the king is called Ksdntivadin (in the 
Mahavastu, Ksantivada), Ksdntirsi or Ksanti. He was bom, under the name of Kundaka, into a rich family from Kasi or 
Benares (Pali Jataka) or into a brahmin family in the city of Fou tan na (Putana) in southern India (T 374, p. 551a). The 
Mahavastu, III, p. 357, has him coming miraculously from Uttarakuru into the garden ( udycina) of king Kalabha of 
Benares in the Kasi region ( Ksantivado rsi Uttarakurudvipato rddhTye dgatva tahim udydnabhumTyam dsati)\ but it is 
possible that udyana, 'garden' should be corrected to Uddiyana, four or five li east of Moung kie li (Maiigalapura or 
Manglaor (Si yu ki, k. 3, p. 882b). - The cruel king who tortured Ksanti is usually called Kali. The reading Kalingaraja 
found in the Vajracchedika in Sanskrit is a faulty correction that the Chinese translators have not accepted. Apart from 
Kali, the reading Kaldbu is also found (Pali sources, T 194, p. 119a; T 374, p. 551a) and Kalabha (Mahavastu). This king 
reigned in Benares in the Kasi region (Varanaslye, Kasijanapade). According to some sources, he himself tortured Ksanti; 
according to others (especially all the Pali sources), he was mutilated by his servants. The sage had excited the anger of 
the king by preaching the Dharma to his women or also, according to T 152, p. 25, and T 194, p. 119a, by refusing to 
show him the direction taken by a deer. In the Mahavastu, as soon as they were cut off, the limbs secreted milk. The Pali 
Jataka and the Jatakamala state that Ksanti died of his wounds and went to heaven ( samadhirudha divam); as for Kali, the 
earth swallowed him up and he fell into Avici hell. 


223 



dry, and his resolve was firm .462 Here again, the Bodhisattva praised the Buddha Pusya for seven days 
and seven nights standing on one leg without blinking his eyes. 463 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of meditation ( dhyanaparamita) ? 

Answer. - When he obtains mastery ( vasita ) over all the dhydnas of the heretics ( tfrthika ). Thus king 
Chang cho li (Sankhacarya), seated in meditation, had no in- (ana) or out- ( apdna ) breath. A bird came and 
laid her eggs in his top-knot which was in the form of a conch ( sahkhasikhd ); the bodhisattva remained 
motionless (acala) until the fledglings flew away.464 

Question. - How does the Bodhisattva fulfill the virtue of wisdom (prajhaparamita )? 

Answer. - When his great mind reflects (manasikaroti) and analyses ( vibhanakti ). Thus the brahmin K'iu 
p'in t'o (Govinda), the great minister ( mahdmdtya ), divided the great earth (; mahaprthivi) of JambudvTpa 
into seven parts; he also divided into seven parts a determined number of large and small cities ( nagara ), 
of villages (; nigama) and hamlets (antardpana).^-’ Such is the virtue of wisdom. 


462 -phe story of Mahatyagavat will be told at length at k. 12, p. 151-152. It is also found in the Mahavastu, II, p. 89-91; 
Lieou tou tsi king, T 142 (no, 9), k. 1, p. 4a-5a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, p. 89-91); Hien yu king, T 202, (no, 40), k. 8, p. 
404b-409c (cf. Schmidt, Der Weise und der Thor, p. 227-252); King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 9, p. 47b-48a. The theme of 
the man who tried to empty the water of the ocean is met again in an anecdote of the Mahasamghika Vinaya, translated 
by Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 308-312, and in the Cheng king, T 154 (no. 8), k. 1, p. 75b-76a). 

463 g ee a b 0 y e . 

464 Tbe Mpps, k. 17, p. 188a-b, tells this anecdote as follows: Sakyamuni at one time was a rsi named Chang cho li 
(Sankhacarya) with a top-knot in the shape of a conch ( sahkhasikhd ). He always practiced the fourth dhyana, interrupting 
his breath (anapana); seated under a tree, he remained immobile. A bird, seeing him in this posture, mistook him for a 
piece of wood and laid her eggs (anda) in his top-knot ( sikhd ). When the Bodhisattva came out of the dhyana and noticed 
that he had the bird's eggs on his head, he said to himself: "If I move, the mother will certainly not come back, and if she 
does not come, the eggs will spoil." Therefore he re-entered dhyana and stayed there until the little birds flew away. 

The case of ankhacarya is not exceptional: "We know that the yogin in the old legends remained immobile on one leg: 
the birds made their nests in their hair" (Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 183). The King liu yi siang (Chavannes, Contes, 
III, p. 237-238) tells of a brahmin in contemplation for three hundred years on whose body there grew a tree. 

King Sankha is well-known in Buddhist legend. He appears in the Gayaslrsasutra, T 464, p. 481cl, and he is known for 
his quarrels with his brother Likhita (cf. Chavannes, Contes, IV, p. 120, 132). 

465 Extract of a passage from the Mahagovindlyasutra which was summarized by Senart in the following way: "Once 
there reigned the king Disampati. He had as purohita and counsellor the brahmin Govinda. When the latter died, he 
followed the advice of his son, prince Renu, and replaced Govinda by Govinda's son, Jyotipala, who was called 
Mahagovinda. The six ksatriya royal electors ( rdjakartdrah ), on the death of Disampati, assured his succession to Renu 
by promising to distribute the kingdom amongst the seven of them. When the time came, it was Mahagovinda who took 
charge of this division of the land, assigning to each his capital; he remained in charge of all their affairs; at the same time 
he taught seven thousand brahmins and seven hundred snatakas." 

The sutra of Mahagovinda is in the Dlgha, II, p. 220-252 (tr. Rh. D., Dialogues, II, p. 259-281; Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 3), 
k. 5, p. 30b-34b; Ta kien kou p'o lo men yuan k'i king, T 8, vo, I, p. 207-213. 
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This is how the Bodhisattva fulfills the six virtues. 


4. Sojourn in the Tusita heaven. 

The Buddha became a disciple under the Buddha Kasyapa, observed the pure precepts 
( visuddasiksdpada),6 practiced the qualities ( guna ) and was reborn in the heaven of the Teou chouai 
(Tusita). 

Question. - Why was the Bodhisattva born in the Tusita heaven and not above or below it? Possessing 
great power ( prabhdva ), he could have been reborn wherever he wished. 

Answer. - 1. According to some, by virtue of the retribution of actions ( karmavipdkahetoh), he had to be 
reborn in that place. 

2. Furthermore, at a level (bhiimi) lower than that, the fetters ( samyojana ) are too [89c] heavy; in a higher 
level, they are too light. In the heaven of the Tusitas, the fetters are neither too heavy nor too light, for 
there, wisdom ( prajhd ) is safe (yogaksema ). 

3. Futhermore, the Bodhisattva does not want to miss the time when he is to become Buddha 
(buddhapradurbhdvakdla). If he were born in a lower level where the lifespan ( dyus ) is short ( hrasva ), his 
life would be over before the time of his coming as Buddha; if he were born in a higher level where the 
lifespan is long (dirgha), his life would be prolonged beyond the time of his becoming Buddha. But among 
the Tusita gods, the span of life coincides with the period when Buddhas appear.467 

4. Finally, the Buddha always dwells in a middling destiny ( madhyagati ). Now the Tusita gods are placed 
in the middle of the gods [of kamadhatu] augmented by the Brahmakayikas: they surpass three classes of 
gods, the Caturmaharajakayikas, [the Trayastrimsas and the Yamas] and are below the other three classes, 
the Nirmanaratis, the Paranirmitavasavartins and the Brahmakayikas. Having come from the Tusitas, the 


T. W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues, II, p. 270, gives a list of the cities and the tribes that befell to the share of each of the 
seven kings; this may be found in DTgha, II, p. 235-236; Mahavastu, III, p. 208; Tch'ang a han, T 1, p. 33a: 


City 

Tribe 

King 

1. Dantapura 

Kalinga 

Sattabhu 

2. Potana 

Assaka 

Brahmadatta 

3. Mahissatl 

Avanti 

Vessabhu 

4. Romka 

Sovlra 

Bharata 

5. Mithila 

Videha 

Renu 

6 . Campa 

Anga 

Dhattarattha 

7. BaranasI 

Kasi 

Dhatarattha 


466 The Buqqha was called Jyotipala at tat time. 

46? The Tusita gods live 4,000 years, but the days that constitute these years are each equal to 400 ordinary years (Cf. 
Anguttara, I, p. 214; Kirfel, Kosmographie derlnder, p. 194). 


225 



Bodhisattva was bom in Madhyadesa 'Central land'.468 q W as in the middle of the night that he came 
down from heaven ( avatdra ); it was in the middle of the night that he left the land of Kia p'i lo p'o 
(Kapilavastu) and after having traveled the Middle Path ( madhyama pratipad), he attained supreme and 
perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ); it was the Middle Path that he preached to men; finally, 
it was in the middle of the night that he entered nirvana without residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ). Because 
he loved these 'middles', he was born in the intermediate heaven [of the Tusitas]. 


5. The four 'vilokanas' and the entry into the womb^9 

When the Bodhisattva had taken birth in Tusita heaven, he examined the world of men in four ways: I) 
examination of time ( kdlavilokana ), ii) examination of place ( desanavikolana ), iii) examination of family 
(kulavilokana ), iv) examination of mother ( upapattisthdna ). 

What is the examination of time? There are eight periods in which Buddhas appear: When the human 
lifespan is 84,000, 70,000, 60,000, 50,000, 40,000, 30,000, 20,000 and 100 years.470 jhe Bodhisattva says 
to himself: "The duration of the human lifespan is one hundred years; the time of appearance of the Buddha 
has arrived." This is the examination of time. 

What is the examination of place? The Buddhas are always born in Madhyadesa, for it abounds in gold and 
silver, precious substances, foods, picturesque places, and its ground is pure. 

What is examination of family? The Buddhas are born into two kinds of family, either the ksatriyas or the 
brahmins, for the ksatriyas have great power (prabhdva ) whereas the brahmins have great wisdom 
(prajhd ). It is there that the Buddhas are born according to the need of the times. 


468 The Madhyadesa in question here is vaster than the Madhyadesa of the old brahmanical literature. The latter is 
practically identical with the Aryavarta whereas the Madhyadesa of the Buddhist texts includes fourteen of the sixteen 
Mahajanapadas. For its precise limits, see Malalasekera, II, p. 418-419. Madhyadesa is the birthplace of noble individuals 
( purisajamya ), including the Buddha (cf. Sumangala, I, p. 173; Astasahasrika, p. 336). 

469 -pjjg sources are no t in agreement on the number of the Bodhisattva's vilokanas: 

1. Four vilokanas: Examination of time ( kdla ), continent ( dvipa ), country ( desa ) and family ( kula ): Mahavastu, I, p. 197; 
II, p. 1; Lalitavistara, p.. 19-20 (tr. Foucaux, p. 20-21). 

2. Five vilokanas: examination of mother or parents is added ( mdta -, janettmlokana): Nidanakatha, p. 48-49; 
Dhammapaddattha, I, p. 84; Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng, T 1450, k. 2, p. 106b-c (cf. Rockhill, Life , p. 15). 

3. Eight vilokanas, adding to the previous five the examination of the period of gestation ( ayu ), the month of birth ( masa) 
and the date of leaving ( nekkhamma ): Milinda, p. 193. 

4^0 According to the Dlgha, II, p. 2-7, the duration of the human lifespan was 80,000 years under Vipasyin, 70,000 under 
Sikhin, 60,000 under Visvabhu, 40,000 under Krakucchanda, 30,000 under Kanakamuni, 100 under Sakyamuni. See Rhys 
Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha , II, p. 6. - These numbers are confirmed by various texts: Tch'an a han, T. 1, k. 1, p. 1; 
Ts'i fo king, T 2, p. 150; Ts'i fo fou mou sing tseu king, T 4, p. 159; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 45, p. 790 [under Vipasyin, 
the human lifespan is 84,000 and not 80,000 years]; Tch'ou yao king, T 212, k. 2, p. 615c. - Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 135, p. 
700c ad Kosa, III, p. 193, have established that the Buddhas appear during epochs of decrease of the lifespan, when the 
duration of life decreases from 84,000 to 100 years. 
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What is the examination of the mother? The bodhisattva asks himself who is the mother who will be able 
to bear a bodhisattva as strong as Narayana.471 

When this examination is finished, he determines that only the family of king Suddhodana, residing in 
Kapilavastu in Madhyadesa, is capable of conceiving the Bodhisattva. Having thought thus, he descends 
from Tusita heaven and enters the womb of his mother ( mdtrkuksi ) without loss of his full-mindedness. 

[90a] Question. - Why do all the Bodhisattvas in their last birth (pascima punarbhava) come from heaven 
and not from among men)? 

Answer. - 1. Because they have climbed up to the supreme destiny ( agragati ) and, of the six destinies 
(,gati ), that of the gods is the highest. 

2. Furthermore, coming from heaven, they possess all kinds of beauty (saundaiya) and miracles ( adbhuta) 
which they would not have at their disposal if they were to come from a human destiny. 

3. Finally, because men venerate ( satkurvanti ) the gods. 

Question. - All people have a disturbed mind ( samalacitta) at the moment of reincarnation (pmtisamdhi ) 
when they enter the womb of their mother ( mdtrikuksi ).472 Why then is it said that the Bodhisattva has an 
undisturbed mind when he enters his mother's womb? 

Answer. - 1. According to some, at the moment of reincarnation ( pratisamdhi ), all beings have a disturbed 
mind (viparyastamati); but since the Bodhisattva has no loss of mindfulness (ndsti bodhisattvasya musita 
smrtih ), it is said that he enters his mother's womb with an undisturbed mind. When he is in the 
intermediate existence ( antardbhava ), he knows that he is in the intermediate existence. - When he is in the 
stage of the Ko Jo Jo (kalala), he knows that he is in the kalala stage, i.e., when, seven days after 
conception, the semen and blood ( surasonita ) coagulate (sammurchanti)^^. - When he is in the stage of 
the Ngo feou t'o (arbuda), he knows that he is in the stage of arbuda, i.e., two weeks after conception, he 
resembles an ulcer. - When he is in the stage of the K'ie na (ghana), he knows that he is in the ghana stage, 
i.e., three weeks after conception, he resembles frozen cream. - When he is in the stage of the Wou p'ao 
(pesin), he knows that he is in the pesin stage. - When he comes into the world, he knows that he comes 
into the world.474 And so , as h e h as no i oss 0 f mindfulness ( smrtihani), it is said that he enters his 
mother's womb with correct mind. 


471 Narayana is the one who has narayanabala, the strength of the seventh tenn of a series beginning with the elephant in 
which each tenn is ten times the preceding one. See P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 30, p. 155a; Kosa, VII, p. 73-74. 

472 cf. Samgraha, p. 55. 

473 It is thanks to the vijnana that the semen and blood coagulate to form the embryo. For this sammurchana, see 
Samgraha, p. 13-14. 

474 ytjg Mppj d oes no t enumerate the five embryonic stages in the traditional order: kalala, arbuda, pesin, ghana, 
prasakha, which are found, e.g., in Samyutta, I, p. 206; Milinda, p. 125; Mahavyutpatti, no. 4067-4071; Tsa a han, T 99 
(no. 1300), k. 49, p. 337c; Kosa, II, p. 255; II, p. 58; IV, p. 119. - Here the Mpps omits the prasakha stage which is also 
omitted in Milinda, p. 40 and Visuddhimagga, p. 236. - Some texts have eight embryonic stages; 1-5. kalala ... prasakha, 
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2. Let us take another being [than the Bodhisattva] in the intermediate existence ( antardblmva ). If it is a 
male (pitman ), he experiences a lustful mind ( rdgacitta ) for his mother ( mdtr ) and says to himself: "This 
woman and I will make love"; on the other hand, he experiences hostility ( pratigha ) towards his father 
( pitr ). If it is a female, she experiences a lustful thought for her father and says to herself: "This man and I 
will make love” and, on the other hand, she experiences hatred for her mother.475 The Bodhisattva does 
not have these thoughts of aversion (pratigha) or of attraction (anunaya); he knows in advance who his 
mother and father are. He says: "This mother and father will nourish (posayati ) my body. Being based 
(asritya) on them, I will take birth and will attain supreme perfect enlightenment 
(anuttarasamyaksambodhi)." It is with this pure mind (visuddhacitta) that he thinks of his parents and, at 
the moment of reincarnation (pratisamdhi), he enters into the womb (garbham avakramate). Consequently, 
it is said that he enters his mother's womb (matrikuksi) with correct mind. 


6. Birth and the thirty-two 'laksanas' 

At the end of ten months, with correct mind and without loss of mindfulness, the Bodhisattva left his 
mother's womb, took seven steps and uttered these words: "This is my last birth" (pascima punarbhava). 
King Suddhodana asked the experts in marks ( laksanapratigrdhaka ): "Look and see if my son has the 
thirty-two marks of the Great Man (dvatrimsad mahdpurusalaksana). If he has these thirty-two marks, he 
will have two possibilities: if he stays at home ( grhastha ), he will be a cakravartin king; if he goes forth 
from home ( pravrajita ), he will be a Buddha." The experts said: "The crown prince (kumara) really does 
have the thirty-two marks of a Great Man; if he stays at home, he will be a cakravartin king; if he leaves 
home, he will be a Buddha." The king asked: "What are the thirty-two marks?" The experts replied: 

1. Supratisthapddatah. "The soles of his feet are well set down." The soles of his feet are set down on the 
ground without a gap, not even a needle, could be inserted. 

2. Adhastdt pddatalayos cakre jdte sahasrdre sandbhike sanemike tryakaraparipurne. "On the soles of his 
feet are two wheels with a thousand spokes, a hub and a rim and [90b] having three perfections." He has 
obtained this mark spontaneously (svatah); it was not made by an artisan. The divine artists like 
Visvakarman are not able to make such a perfect mark. 

Question. - Why could they not make it? 

Answer. - Because these divine artisans such as Visvakarman do not achieve the depth of wisdom (prajhd ). 
This mark of the wheel is the reward for good actions (kusalakarmavipaka). Although the divine artisans 
have obtained their knowledge [technique] as a reward of their life, this mark of the wheel comes from the 
practice of the roots of good (kusalamulacaryd) and wisdom (prajhd ). The knowledge of a Visvakarman is 


6. kesalomdvasthd (appearance of hair and nails), 7. indriydvasthci (appearances of the senses), 8. vyahjanavastha 
(appearance of the organs). Cf. Kosa, III, p. 38, n. 1; Bukkho daijiten, p. 1420c. 

475 These behaviors of the gandharva, the disincarnate being seeking a womb, are described in almost the same words in 
Kosa, III, p. 50-51. 
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the result of one single existence, but this mark of the wheel comes from a wisdom extending over 
innumerable kalpas. This is why Visvakarman could not make it and, still less, the other divine artisans. 

3. Dirghdngulih: "He has long fingers." His fingers are slender and straight; their arrangement is 
harmonious and the joints are accentuated. 

4. Ayatapddapdrsnih : " He has a broad heel." 

5. Jdldngulihastapddah : "The digits of his hands and feet are webbed." He is like the king of the swans 
(hamsa): when he spreads his fingers, the webs show, when he does not spread his fingers, the webs do not 
show.^"^ 

6. Mrdutarunapanipadah : "His hands and feet are soft and delicate." Like fine cotton cloth (suksmam 
karpdsakambalam), these members surpass the other parts of his body. 

7. Utsangacaranah : "He has a prominent instep." When he treads on the ground, his foot neither widens 
nor retracts. 


476 B u t ; n Sanskrit, jala does not mean 'web', and Bumouf, reluctant to place the Buddha "in the class of palmipeds", 
understands: "The digits of his hands and feet are reticulate." Foucher (Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 306-312) adopts this 
interpretation and sees in these networks the lines of a hand "which have always played a part in chiromancy and, in our 
day, are used in judicial identification." Moreover, he establishes that, in representations of the Buddha, "the Gandharan 
sculptors showed only detached hands and hands separated from their sculptures, and did so only when constrained by the 
special needs of the construction." This opinion is held by J. N. Banerjea, The webbed fingers of Buddha , IHQ, VI, 1930, 
p. 717-727. W. F. Stutterheim, Le jalalaksana de Vintage du Bouddha, Act. Or., VII, 1928, p. 232-237, referring to a 
passage of the Sakuntala, claims that jala means the red lines of tha hand held up to the light of the sun. A. K. 
Coomaraswamy, The webbed finger of Buddha, IHQ, VII, 1931, p. 365-366, accepts Stutterheim's translation in the 
original meaning of jala and explains, along with Foucher and Banerjea, the semantic shift of jala, in the sense of 
membrane, as a misinterpretation of the sculptures. Answer of J. N. Banerjea, The webbed fingers of Buddha, IHQ, VII, 
1931, p. 654-656.. 

Nevertheless, the texts are explicit. Without saying anything about the stereoptyped Tibetan translation: phyags dan €abs 
dra bas hbrel pa, "his hands and feet are attached by a membrane", the old translators and commentators agree in 
attributing to the Buddha hands and feet like "the king of the swans", and Senart, Legende du Bouddha, p. 145, was 
perhaps correct to understand 'membrane'. Here are some references: 

DIrghagama, third mark (T 1, p. 5b: His hands and feet have a netted membrane (wang man: 120 and 8; 120 and 11) like 
the king of the geese (ngo wang). - Madhyamagama, T 26, P. 686b: His hands and feet have a netted membrane (wang 
man) like the king of the geese (yen wang). - Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, sixth mark (T 1450, p. 108c): His hands and feet 
have a netted membrane (wang man). - Lalitavistara of Divakara, thirtieth mark (T 187, p. 557a): The digits of his hands 
and feet all have a membranous net (wang man: 120 and 8; 177 and 7). - Abhiniskramanasutra, seventh mark (T190, p. 
692c): The space between the digits of the Kumara's hands and feet is netted (lo wang). - Pancavimsati, third mark (T 
220, vol. 6, p. 967b): between each of the digits of the Bhagavat"s hands and feet there is a netted membrane (man wang) 
like in the king of the geese (yen wang). - Dasasahasrika, p. 108: tasya hastapadayor jalany avanaddhani yadrsam 
anyapurusandm nasti. - Vibhasa, sixth mark (T 1543,p. 888a): His hands and feet are marked with a netted membrane 
(wang man), that is to say, between the digits of the Buddha's hands and feet there is a net-membrane like the digit of the 
king of the geese (ngo wang). - Aloka, p. 918: rajahamsavaj jdldvanaddhdngulipdnipddata. 
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The soles of his feet (pddatala ) are like a red lotus (padma ) in color; between the toes there is a membrane; 
the ends of his feet are the color of real coral (pravdda ); the toenails ( nakha ) have the color of polished red 
copper ( tdmra ); the upper side of his feet are golden in color ( suvarnavama ) and the hairs ( roma ) covering 
it are the azure of lapis-lazuli (vaidurya). These colors are marvelous; one would say an assortment of 
jewels, a varicolored necklace. 

8. Aineyajangah : "He has the limbs of an antelope." His legs taper gradually ( anupuratanuka ) as in 
Aineya, the king of the antelopes ( mrgardja ). 

9. Sthitdnavanatdjdnupralambabdhuh: "Standing upright without bending over, his arms reach down to his 
knees." Without bending or straightening up again, he can touch his kness with the palms [of his hands]. 

10. Kosagatavastiguhyah: "The secret part of his abdomen is concealed within a sheath" as in an elephant 
of good birth or a high-bred horse (tadyathd varagotra djdneya hasty, djdneyo vdsvah). 

Question. - Then why did his disciples see his secret parts when the Bodhisattva attained supreme complete 
enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi )? 

Answer. - He showed them his sexual organs to save beings and dissipate the doubts of the crowd. Besides, 
according to some, the Buddha manifested ( nirmimite ) an elephant or a well-bred horse and said to his 
disciples: "My sexual organs are like that."477 


477 Q n this subject, the Mpps will make the following comments later (k. 26, p. 251c): 

"The Buddha showed the mark of his tongue and his cryptorchidy. Some people had doubts about these two 
characteristics of the Buddha's body; they should have been able to attain the Path but because of these doubts, they did 
not. That is why the Buddha showed them these two marks. He put out his tongue and it covered his whole face: although 
his tongue was large, it went back easily into his mouth. Some people, seeing the Buddha put out his tongue, may have 
felt contempt because putting out one's tongue is the mark of a small child. But when they saw him put his tongue back in 
and preach the Dharma without any difficulty, they felt respect and cried out at the wonder. Some people had doubts 
about the cryptorchidy of the Buddha, an invisible mark; then the Bhagavat created a marvelous elephant or a wondrous 
stallion and, showing them, he declared: "My cryptorchidy is an invisible mark quite like that." Some even say that the 
Buddha took out his sex organs and showed them to someone to suppress his doubts. Teachers ( upadesacarya ) say that 
[by this action] the Buddha shows his great compassion for, if a man sees the Buddha's cryptorchidy, he can accumulate 
roots of merit ( kusakamula ) and produce the mind of anuttarasamyaksambodhi." 

We know in fact that several times the Buddha exhibited his sex organs and showed his tongue to the brahmins, experts in 
marks, who had come to examine him. Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela were successively favored with this sight. The 
episode is always told in the same words in the Pali sources whereas the Chinese versions introduce some modifications. 
Ambatthasutta in DTgha, I, p. 106; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 13, p. 87c; Fo k'ai kiai fan tche a p'o king, T 20, p. 263b (in the 
latter text, the Buddha just puts out his tongue). 

Brahmayusutta in Majjhima, II, p. 143; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 41, p. 688b; Fan mo yu king, T 76, p. 885b. 

Selasutta in Suttanipata, III, no. 7; Majjhima, II, no. 92 (same as preceding). 

The story is always the same: The brahmin comes to see if Gautama has the thirty-two marks of a Buddha. He easily 
detennines the superhuman marks on the body of the Sakyan with two exceptions: the abnonnal arrangement of the sex 
organ ( kosohitci vatthaguhya, literally, the part to be hidden by clothing enclosed in a sheath, and the hugeness of the 
tongue, pahutajivhcita). Then the Buddha thought: "This brahmin does indeed see in me the thirty-two marks of the Great 
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11. [Nyagrodha] parimandalah : Like the nyagrodha tree, the Buddha's body is rounded and is of the same 
size on all four sides. 

12. Urdhvdgraromah: "His hair rises up." On his body his hair curls upwards ( tasya kdye kesaromani 
dtdny urdhvam akuncitani). 

13. Ekaikaromah : From each of his pores there arises a single hair ( tasyaikaromakupebhya ekaikdni 
romdni jatdni); his hairs are not disarranged ( aviksiptdni)', they are blue-black (; nUani ), of the color of lapis- 
lazuli (vaidurya), curved to the right (pradaksindvartani) and standing up ( urdhvdgrdni ). 

14. Suvarnavarnah : "He is golden in color." 

Question. - What is this golden color? 

Answer. - Placed beside gold ( suvarna ), iron ( ayas ) has no brilliance. The gold of today compared to the 
gold of the time of a Buddha has no brilliance. The gold of the time of a Buddha compared to the gold of 
the river Jambu ( jambunadasuvarna ) has no brilliance. The gold of the river Jambu compared with the 
golden sand of the great ocean ( mahdsamudra ), on the path of a cakravartin king has no [90c] brilliance. 
The golden sand compared with the golden mountain has no brilliance. The golden mountain compared 
with Sumeru has no brilliance. 

The gold of Mount Sumeru compared with the gold of the Trayastrimsa gods' necklaces ( keyura ) has no 
brilliance. The gold of the Trayastrimsa gods' necklaces compared with the gold of the Yama gods has no 
brilliance. The gold of the Yama gods compared with the gold of the Tusita gods has no brilliance. The 
gold of the Tusita gods compared with the gold of the Nirmanarati gods has no brilliance. The gold of the 
Nirmanarati gods compared with the gold of the Paranirmitavasavartin gods has no brilliance. The gold of 


Man except for two. He hesitates about these two, he doubts and does not have conviction or certainty ( kankhati 
vicikicchati nadhimucchati na sampasidati), namely, the abnormal arrangement of my sex organ and the huge size of my 
tongue." Then the Bhagavat created in his own image a magical apparition ( tatharupam iddhabhisamkharam 
abhisamkhasi) so that the brahmin saw his sex organ enclosed in a sheath. Then the Bhagavat, putting out his tongue, 
touched and patted ( cinumasi patimasi) his two ears ( kannasota ), his two nostrils ( nasikasoti ) amd covered his whole 
forehead with his tongue ( kevalam pi nalatamandalam jivhaya chadesi). 

Such an exhibition shocked Menander deeply: in the Milindapanha (p. 167 sq.), he asks Nagasena how the Buddha was 
able "to show his cryptorchidy ( kosohita vatthaguhya) to the brahmin Sela in the midst of the four assemblies, in the 
presence of gods and men." Nagasena answers that the Bhagavat did not show his secret parts but rather showed a 
magical phantom ( na Bhcigavd guhyam dassesi, iddhiya puna chayam dassesi). And by adding modesty, Buddhaghosa, in 
Sumaiigala, I, p. 276, thinks it is proper to add that the apparition thus created was fully clothed in his undergarment 
(nivasananivattha ), girdled with a belt ( kdyabcmdhcmabaddha ), covered with a robe ( civaraparuta ), and that it consisted 
solely of spectral substance ( chayarupakamcitta). 

But we ask in vain with Rhys Davids ( Dialogues of the Buddha, I, p. 131, n. 1) how Ambattha and others could have seen 
the Buddha's cryptorchidy in a fully clothed phantom. This is why it may be preferable to accept the explanation 
proposed here in the Mpps and believe that the Buddha created a magical elephant or stallion, saying to his disciples "My 
sex organ is like that." 
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the Paranirmitavasavartin gods compared with the gold of the Bodhisattva's body has no brilliance. Such is 
this mark of the golden color. 

15. Vyamaprabhah : "He has an aura the breadth of an armspan." He has an aura the breath of an armspan 
(yyama) on all four sides. In the center of this aura the Buddha has supreme beauty; his splendor is equal to 
that of the king of the gods (devardja).^% 

16. Suksmacchavih: "He has fine skin." Dust does not adhere to his body (r ajo 'sya kdye ndvatisthati ); he is 
like the lotus leaf ( utpala ) that holds neither dust nor water. When the Bodhisattva climbs a mountain of 
dry earth, the earth does not stick to his feet. When the wind blows up a storm to destroy the mountain 
which becomes dispersed as dust, not a single dust grain sticks to the Buddha's body. 

17. Saptotsadah: "The seven parts of his body are well-developed." Seven parts of the body: the two hands 
( hasta), the two feet (pdda ), the two shoulders ( amsa ) and the nape of his neck ( grfvd ) are rounded, of fine 
color and surpass all other bodies. 

18. Citdntardmsah : "The bottom of his armpits are well-developed." They are without bumps or hollows. 

19. Simhapurvardhakayah: The front part of his body is like that of a lion." 

20. Brhadrjukdyah: "His body is broad and straight." Of all men, his body is the broadest and the 
straightest. 

21. Susamvrttasaskandah: "His shoulders are completely rounded." He has no peer amongst those who 
straighten their shoulders. 

22. Catvarimsaddantah : "He has forty teeth", neither more nor less. Other men have thirty-two teeth; their 
body consists of more than three hundred bones ( asthi ) and the bones of their skull ( sfrsakdsthi ) are nine in 
number.47*1 The Bodhisattva has forty teeth and his skull is a single bone. In him, the teeth are numerous 
but the bones of the skull are few; among other men, the teeth are few but the skull bones are numerous. 
This is how the Bodhisattva differs from other men. 

23. Aviraladantah : "His teeth are closely spaced." No coarse ( sthula ) or fine ( suksma ) material can get in 
between his teeth. People who do not know the secret mark of his teeth say that he has but one single tooth. 
One could not introduce a single hair (roman) between them. 

24. Sukladantah : "His teeth are white"; they surpass the brightness of king Himavat. 


478 This mark constitutes the usual brilliance ( prakrtiprabha ) of the Buddha. In the phantasmagoria of the Prajnas, the 
Buddha first emits rays from all parts of his body, then from all the pores of his skin; then only finally does he manifest 
his usual brilliance, an armspan in width, to make himself known to the spectators; see below, k. 8, p. 114c. 

479 The Mpps departs here from the facts of the Vibasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 888c: Other men have only 32 teeth and their 
body contains 103 bones; the Buddha has 40 teeth; how can it be said that his body contains only 103 bones and not 
more? Among other men, the bones of the skull are nine in number, whereas in the Bhagavat the skull is only one piece. 
This is why the Buddha also has 103 bones. 

The Buddha's teeth are relics highly sought after: cf. Hobogirin, Butsuge, p. 204. 
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25. Simhahanuh: "He has the jaw of a lion." Like a lion, king of the beasts, his jaw is straight ( sama ) and 
broad ( vipula ). 

[91a] 26. Rasarasdgraprdptah: "He has the best of all tastes." Some say: When the Buddha puts food into 
his mouth ( mukha ), all foods take on an exquisite flavor ( rasagra ). Why? Because in all these foods there 
is the essence of exquisite flavor. People who do not possess this [26th] mark cannot give off this essence 
and as a consequence do not have this exquisite taste. - Others say: When the Buddha takes food and puts it 
in his mouth, the ends of his throat (gala) secrete ambrosia ( amrta ) which concentrates all flavors 
(rasa).480 As this food is pure, we say that he possesses the best of all tastes (rasandm rasagrah). 

27. Prabhutajihvah. "He has a broad tongue". When the Buddha sticks his great tongue out of his mouth, it 
covers all the parts of his face up to the top of his hair (sarvam mukhamandalam avacchddayati 
kesapaiyantam). But when he puts it back in, his mouth is not fdled up. 

28. Brahmasvarah. "He has the voice of Brahma."481 Five kinds of sounds come from the mouth of 
Brahma, king of the gods: i) deep as thunder; ii) pure and clear, able to heard from afar and delighting the 
listeners; iii) penetrating and inspiring respect; iv) truthful and easy to understand; v) never tiring the 
listeners. These are also the five intonations from the mouth of the Bodhisattva. - [Other marks] "He has 
the voice of a sparrow ( kalavinkabhanin )": his voice is pleasant ( manojna ) like the song of the kalavinka 
bird. 

"He has the voice of a dram (, dundubhisvara )": his voice is deep and powerful like that of a great dram. 

29. Abhimlanetrah : "His eyes are deep blue" like a beautiful blue lotus (nilotpala). 

30. Gopaksmanetrah : "His eyelashes are like those of an ox." Like the king of the oxen, his eyelashes are 
long ( dirgha ), beautiful ( abhirupa ) and well-arranged (aviksipta). 

31. Usmsasirsah: “His head is crowned with a protuberance." The Bodhisattva has a bony chignon like a 
fist on his head.482 

32. Urnd: "He has a tuft of white hairs." A tuft of white hair grows between his eyebrows (urnd cdsya 
bhruvor madhye jdtd), neither too high nor too low. It is white ( svetd ), whorled to the right 
( pradaksindvartd ), growing easily and at the height of five feet.483 

The experts in marks added: "In earth and heaven, the youg prince ( kumdra ) possesses the thirty-two marks 
of the Great Man ( mahapurusalaksana ) which all Bodhisattvas possess." 


480 According to T 261, k. 4, p. 883, everything that the Tathagata consumes, drinks, solid food, fish, is transfonned into 
ambrosia in contact with his four canine teeth. 

481 p or these fi ve , eight ten and sixteen qualities of the voice of Brahma, cf. Hobogirin, Bonnon, p. 133-134. 

482 p or this mark, see Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 289-300; A. K. Coomaraswamy, The Buddha's cuda, hair, 
usnisd and crown, JRAS, 1928, p. 815-840; J. N. Banerjea, Usmsasiraskata in the early Buddhist images of India, IHQ, 
VII, 1931, p. 499-514. 

483 p or the urna, see Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 288-289. 
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Question. - The cakravartin king also possesses these thirty-two marks. In what way are those of the 
Bodhisattva different? 

Answer. - The marks of the Bodhisattva prevail over those of the cakravartin king in seven ways: they are 
i) very pure, ii) very distinct (vibhakta), iii) ineffaceable, iv) perfect, v) deeply marked, vi) conforming 
with the practice of wisdom ( prajndcarydnusarin ) and not conforming to the world ( lokanusarin ); vii) 
lasting ( desastha ). The marks of a cakravartin king do not have these qualities. 

Question. - Why are they called marks ( laksana )? 

Answer. - Because they are easy to recognize. Thus water, which is different from fire, is recognized by its 
marks. 

Why does the Bodhisattva have thirty-two marks, neither more nor less?484 

Some say: The Buddha whose body is adorned (, alamkrta ) with the thirty-two marks is beautiful ( abhirupa) 
and well-arranged ( aviksipta ). If he had less than thirty-two marks his body would be ugly; if he had more 
than thirty-two marks he would be untidy. Thanks to the thirty-two marks, he is beautiful and well- 
arranged. Their number cannot be increased or decreased. The bodily marks [91b] are like the other 
attributes of the Buddha ( buddhadharma ) which cannot be increased or decreased. 

Question. - Why does the Bodhisattva adorn his body with marks? 

Answer. - 1. Some people have attained purity of faith ( sraddhavisuddhi ) by seeing the bodily marks of the 
Buddha.485 This j s w hy h e adorns his body with marks. 

2. Furthermore, the Buddhas triumph ( abhibhavanti ) in every way: they triumph by means of their physical 
beauty ( kdyarupa ), power {prabhdva ), clan ( gotra ), family (jdti ), wisdom ( prajnd ), dhyana, deliverance 
(vimukti), etc. But if the Buddhas did not adorn themselves with marks, these superiorities would not be as 
numerous. 

3. Finally, some say that supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) resides in the body of 
the Buddhas but that if the corporeal marks did not adorn their body anuttarasamyaksambodhi would not 
reside in them. Thus when a man wishes to marry a noble maiden, the latter sends a messenger to him to 
say: "If you wish to marry me, you must first decorate your house, remove the filth and the bad smells. You 
must place in it beds, covers, linen, curtains, drapes, wall-coverings and perfumes so as to decorate it. Only 
after that will 1 enter your house." In the same way, anuttarasamyaksambodhi sends wisdom ( prajnd ) to the 
Bodhisattva to say to him: "If you want to attain me, first cultivate the marvelous marks and adorn your 
body with them. Only after that will I reside in you. If they do not adorn your body, I will not reside in 
you."486 This is why the Bodhisattva cultivates the thirty-two marks and adorns his body with them, to 
attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 


484 See the reply of Parsva to this question in the Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 177, p. 889a. 

485 Tijj s was the case notably for Ambattha, Brahmayu and Sela. See above. 

486 This prosopopeia of the Buddha and anuttarasamyaksambodhi is characteristic of the Prajnaparamita literature which 
tends to make out of prajna the Mother of the Buddhas; cf. T 220, k. 306, p. 558b: All the Tathagatas depend on the 
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7. Enlightenment and Buddhahood 

Then the Bodhisattva gew up gradually and, having seen an old man, a sick man, he experienced disgust 
(.nirveda ) for worldly things. At midnight, he left his home (abhiniskramana) and practiced asceticism 
(i duskaracarya ) for six years. Then he ate some sweetened milk-broth (pdyasa ) of sixteen restorative 
qualities offered to him by the brahman! Nant'o (Nanda) and, under the tree of enlightenment ( bodhivrksa ), 
he defied Mara's army of 18,000 kotis of warriors and attained supreme perfect enlightenment 
( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). 

Question. - What qualities must he have to attain in order to be called Buddha? 

Answer. - 1. He is called Buddha when he has acquired the knowledge of cessation ( ksayajhdna ) and the 
knowledge of non-arising ( anutpddajndna).^ 

2. According to others, he is called Buddha when he has acquired the ten strengths ( dasa baldni), the four 
fearlessnesses ( catvdri vaisdraydni ), the eighteen special attributes ( astddasdvenikd buddhadhanndh ), the 
three knowledges ( tisro vidydh), the [four] penetrations ( catasrah pratisamvidah), the three 
smrtyupasthanas or equanimities (i. When one listens to the Dharma and one respects it, the Buddha feels 
no joy. ii. When one does not listen to the Dharma and one scorns it, the Buddha feels no sadness, iii. 
When one both respects and scorns the Dharma, the Buddha feels no emotion), great loving-kindness 
(mahamaitri) and great compassion ( mahdkarund ), the thirty-seven auxiliaries to enlightenment 


profound Prajnaparamita to realize ( sdksdtkara ) the true nature ( tathata ), the summit ( nisthd ) of all dharmas and attain 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. That is why it is said that the profound Prajnaparamita gives birth to the Buddhas, is 'the 
Mother of the Buddhas'. - In the chapter dedicated to the Mother of the Buddhas, the Pancavimsati (T 223, k. 14, p. 323b) 
says that the actual Buddhas of the ten directions contemplate the profound Prajnaparamita with their buddha-eye because 
it gives birth to all the Buddhas who have attained it, that all the Buddhas who have attained it, attain it and who will 
attain anuttarasamyaksambodhi, attain it thanks to Prajnaparamita. - Many sutras are dedicated to the glorification of the 
'Mother of the Buddhas': cf. T 228, 229 and 258. - Many times, the Mpps shows in what sense this metaphor should be 
taken: k. 34, p. 314a: The Prajnaparamita is the Mother of the Buddhas. Among parents, the mother is the most 
meritorious; this is because the Buddhas consider the prajna as their mother. The pratyutpannasamadhi (described in T 
416-419) is their father: this samadhi can only prevent distractions ( viksiptacitta ) so that prajna may be realized, but it 
cannot perceive the true nature of dharmas. Prajnaparamita itself sees all the dharmas and discerns their true nature. As a 
result of this great merit, it is called Mother; - k. 70, p.550a: Prajnaparamita is the Mother of the Buddhas, this is why the 
Buddha is supported by being based on it. In other sutras it is said that the Buddha relies on the Dharma and that the 
Dharma is his teacher, but here the Buddha declares to Subhuti that this Dharma is the Prajnaparamita. 

All these metaphors prepare the way for the 'Sakti-ism' of the Vajrayana which pairs the Buddhas and bodhisattvas with 
female deities, with Mahisls such as Locana, PandaravasinI, Mamaki, Tara, etc. Cf. H. von Glasenapp, Buddhistische 
Mysterien, p. 154 sq. 

487 These two knowledges comprise bodhi: by means of the first, one knows in truth that the task has been accomplished; 
by means of the second, one knows that there is nothing further to be accomplished (Kosa, VI, p. 282; VII, p. 10). But it 
should not be forgotten that there are three kinds of bodhi and that only the Buddha possesses anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 
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(saptatrimsad bodhipaksyadharamah) and awareness of the general and specific characteristics of 
everything (, sarvadharmasvasamanyalaksana ) .488 

Question. - Why is he called Bodhisattva as long as he has not attained Buddhahood and loses this name 
when he has acquired Buddhahood? 

Answer. - As long as he has not attained Buddhahood, his mind remains subject to [91c] desire (trsn a) and 
attachment ( sahga ); he seeks to secure anuttarasamyaksambodhi; this is why he is called Bodhisattva. But 
when he has attained Buddhahood and acquired the various great qualities ( guna ) of the Buddhas, he 
changes his name and is then called Budda. Thus a prince ( kwndra ) is called prince as long as he is not 
king ( rdjan ), but when he becomes king, he is no longer called prince. Since he is king, he is no longer 
called prince even though he is the son of a king. In the same way, as long as the Bodhisattva has not 
attained Buddhahood, he is called Bodhisattva, but when he has attained Buddhahood, he is called Buddha. 

In the Sravaka system, the disciples of Mahakatyayamputra define the Bodhisattva in the way that we have 
just described. 

THE BODHISATTVA IN THE MAHAYANA SYSTEM 


The practitioners of the Mahayana say: The disciples of Katyayamputra are beings [immersed] in samsara; 
they do not recite and do not study the Mahayanasutras; they are not great bodhisattvas; they do not 
recognize the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of dharmas. By means of their keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and 
their wisdom ( prajnd ), they have theories about the Buddhadharma: they define the fetters ( samyojana ), 
cognition ( jnana ), samadhi, the faculties ( indriya ), etc. If they commit errors in these various subjects, 
what would happen if they were to give us a theory ( upadesa ) regarding the Bodhisattva? If a weak man 
who wants to jump across a little brook does not succeed in crossing over, what would he do if he comes to 
a great river except to sink and drown and be lost? 

Question. - How is he lost? 


1. Actions producing the thirty-two marks 

Answer. - The disciples of Mahakatyaniputra have said that one is called bodhisattva after three 
asamkhyeyas. But already in the course of these three asamkhyeyas, the bodhisattva has experienced no 
regret in giving his head ( siras ), his eyes ( nayana ), his marrow ( majja ) and his brain; such a sacrifice could 
not be attained by the arhats or the pratyekabuddhas. 

Thus at one time, the Bodhisattva, the great chief of a caravan ( Sa t'o p'o, sdrthavd ) was voyaging on the 
ocean. A violent wind having destroyed his ship, he said to the merchants: "Take hold of my head (siras), 
my hair (kesa), my hands ( hasta ) and my feet (pdda ) and I will take you across." When the merchants took 


488 g ee t i le definition of these various attributes in Samgraha, p. 285-305. 
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hold of him, he killed himself with his knife ( sastra ). As a general rule, the ocean does not retain corpses 
(, kunapa ); a brisk wind began to blow and brought them to the shore.489 who would dare to deny that this 
was an act of great compassion ( mahakarunika )? 

When he had finished the second asamkhyeya and not yet entered into the third, the Bodhisattva received 
from the Buddha Dipamkara the prophecy ( vydkarana ) that he would be Buddha. Then he rose up into the 
sky ( akasa ), saw the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) and, standing up in space, he praised 
the Buddha Dipamkara. 490 flic Buddha Dipamkara had said to him: "In one asamkhyeya, you will be 
Buddha with the name Sakyamuni." Since he did indeed receive this prophecy ( vydkarana ), could one say, 
without committing a grave error, that he was not already Bodhisattva? 

[92a] The disciples of Katyayanlputra have said that, during the three asamkhyeyas, the Bodhisattva did 
not possess the marks ( laksana ) of the Buddha and did not yet accomplish the actions producing the thirty- 
two marks ( dvatrimsalaksanakarman ). [If this is so], how would they know that he is Bodhisattva? 
Everything must first manifest its characteristic marks; it is only later that one can recognize its reality. If it 
has no marks, one does not cognize it. 

We Mahayanists say: Receiving the prophecy that one will be Buddha, rising up into the sky, seeing the 
Buddhas of the ten directions, these are not the great marks. What was predicted by the Buddha is that one 
will act as a Buddha. The fact of acting as Buddha is the great mark. You ignore this mark and you adopt 
the thirty-two marks [of the Great Man]. But the cakravartin kings also possess these thirty-two marks;491 


4^9 This story is told in the Mahavastu, III, p. 354-355: 

Bhutcipurvam bhiksavo atiiam adhvanejambudvipe vdnijaka .... sarvasatvandm anugrahapravrtd. 

The same story in the Tibetan Karmasataka, 28, II, 13 (tr. Feer, p. 49-51), where the sarthavaha has the name Dbyig dga 
(Vasunandana) and, as in the Mahavastu, his companions were saved by holding onto his floating corpse. 

In the Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 50), k. 10, p. 42c-422b, the sarthvaha, who lived at the time of Brahmadatta, king of 
Benares, is called Le na choye (Ratnajaya). - In the Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 67), k. 6, p. 36b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, 
I, p. 245-247), he is brought back to life by Sakra. - Other details may be found in the Ta pei king, T 380, k. 4, p. 963b. 

490 xhis phenomenon of levitation is mentioned, among other sources, in the Mahavastu, I, p. 239: Samanantaravydkrto 
.... DTpamkarena Megho manavo.... saptatdlan cibhyudgatcih. - The frieze of Sikri, in the Lahore Museum, which shows 
the Bodhisattva four times in the same panel, places him, the last time, at the top of the frieze above the Buddha 
Dipamkara (cf. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique , I, p. 275). 

491 The thirty-two marks adorn the body of the Buddhas and the cakravartin kings. It is said and often repeated that "for 
a young man endowed with the thirty-two marks, there are two paths and no others; if he remains at home he will be a 
cakravartin king; if he leaves home, he will be a perfect accomplished Buddha" (among other sources, cf. DIgha, II, p. 16- 
17). 

These marks are possessed, in hill or partially, by yet other individuals: The Kathavatthu, IV, 7, p. 283, in its refutation of 
the Uttarapathakas, uses as an argument the non-bodhisattvas "who partially possess the marks" (padesalcikhanehi 
samannagata). - According to the Yin kouo king, T 189, K. 2, p. 628b, among the Sakyas at the time of the Buddha, there 
were five hundred young princes endowed with a certain number of marks: three, ten, thirty-one or even thirty-two; in 
those who possess thirty-two, they were not very distinct ( vyakta ). - The Tsa p'i yu king, T 207, p. 522c, tells of a 
cakravartin king, father of 999 sons of whom some had twenty-eight marks, some had thirty and others had thirty-one. 
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devas and also maharajas produce them by transformation ( nirmana ); Nan t'o (Nanda)^^, T'i p’o la 
(Devadatta)^^. etc., possessed thirty; P'o po li (Bavari)494 had three; the wife of Mo ho kia cho 
(Mahakasyapa) had the mark of 'the golden color' (suvarnavarna).^-’ Even people of our generation have 


492 Nanda had thirty marks. At k. 29, p. 273a, the Mpps will be more explicit: "Other individuals than the Buddha 
possessed the marks.... Thus Nanda, from one lifetime to the next, obtained the adornment of the physical marks; in his 
last lifetime, he left home, became a monk ( sramana ) and, when the samgha saw him at a distance, they mistook him for 
the Buddha and rose to meet him." This is an allusion to the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Che song liu, T 1435, K. 18, p. 130 
(cf. the Tokharian fragment of the same Vinaya in Hoemle, Remains, P. 369): "The Buddha was dwelling in Kapilavastu. 
At that time, the ayusmat Nanda, the younger brother of the Buddha who had been bom to a sister of the Buddha's 
mother, had a body quite like the Buddha's with thirty marks and four inches shorter than the Buddha. Nanda had a robe 
the same size as the Buddha's. When the bhiksus were gathered together either at meal time or in the afternoon, if they 
saw Nanda coming at a distance, they arose to go and greet him: 'Here is our great leader coming!' When they came near, 
they saw that it was not the Buddha..." The same story occurs in the other Vinayas, especially in the Pali Vinaya, IV, p. 
173, where there is no mention of the thirty marks. But this detail is known to the Ken pen chouo ... tsa che, T 1451, K. 
56, p. 912b. 

493 Bavari had three marks. The Mpps, k. 29, p. 273a, will return to this individual, but the passage presents difficulties. 
Poussin in Siddhi, p. 737, translates it as follows: "When Maitreya was a lay person, he had a teacher named Po p'o li 
(Bavari), who had three marks: the urna, the tongue covering the face and the cryptorchidy." I [Lamotte] rather would 
understand it as: "When Maitreya was a 'White-Garment' ( avadatavasana ), his teacher, Po p'o li, had three marks: the 
urna, the tongue covering his face and the cryptorchidy." This translation is called for not only by the Mpps, k. 4, p. 92a, 
which attributes three marks to Bavari, but also by the Parayana (Suttanipata, v. 1019) which recognizes in him the same 
quality: visamvassasatum dyu.... vedan'pmaragu. "He is 120 years old, in his family he is Bavari; he has three marks on 
his body; he is learned in the three Vedas." Bavari is especially known to the Vatthugathas of the Parayana (Suttanipata, 
V, 1) and to the 57th story of Hien yu king, T 202, k. 12, p. 432b-436c (see P. Dcmieville, BEFEO, XX, p. 158; S. Levi, 
JA, Oct.-Dec. 1925, p. 320-322; Melanges Linossier, II, p. 371-373). In these latter texts, Bavari has only two marks: 
black hair ( asitakesa) and the broad tongue (prabhutajihva )..., he is 120 years old..., he had 500 disciples." 

494 Devadatta had thirty marks as the Mpps will say later (k. 14, p. 164c28). This detail is known to Hiuan tsang (Si yu 
ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900a), which has him say: "I have thirty marks, a few less than the Buddha; a great assembly follows 
me; how am I different from the Tathagata?" - We know that elsewhere Devadatta claimed to the equal to the Buddha in 
family and superior to him in his magical powers (Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 47, p. 803a; Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 
257). 

495 Thg w jf e of Kasyapa had a body golden in color. The Ken pen chouo ... pi tch'ou ni p'i nai yo, T 1443, k. 1, p. 909b, 
tells about her marriage with Kasyapa: "When Kasyapa had grown up, he had a golden statue made and declared to his 
parents that he would marry only a woman golden in color like the statue. His parents had three other statues made and 
each of the statues was carried about in one of the four directions so that the maidens would come and wonder at it. When 
young Miao hien (Bhadra) arrived, she was so beautiful that the brilliance of the statue was eclipsed. Kasyapa's father 
made arrangements with Miao hien’s father and the marriage of the two young people took place." (Chavannes, Contes, 
IV, p. 151) - An analogous account occurs in Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 9), p. 524a-525a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 
14-20); Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, K. 45, p. 862b. - The Apadana, II, p. 578-584, dedicates a chapter to the then Bhadda 
Kapilani; it tells her earlier lives and her last lifetime and mentions, in v. 58, her marriage to Kasyapa: 
ghanakaheanabimbena.... vijjitassa me. - See also the comm, on the Therigatha in Rh. D„ Psalms of the Sisters, p. 47-48, 
and Manoratha, I, p. 375-376. 
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one or two of these marks, such as deep black eyes (, abhinilanetra ), long arms ( dfrghabahu ), the upper part 
of the body like a lion ( simhapurvardhakaya ), etc. These various marks are encountered more or less 
frequently. So why do you attach so much importance to them? 

In what sutra is it said that the Bodhisattva does not accomplish the actions producing the marks during the 
three asamkhyeyakalpas? Nan t'o (Nanda) had given a bath to the Buddha Pi p'o che (Vipasyin) and 
wished to obtain pure beauty ( saundarya ). On the stupa of a pratyekabuddha he had painted a wall blue, 
and while drawing the image of the pratyekabuddha, he made the vow ( pranidhdna ): "I wish to obtain the 
mark of the golden color {suvarnavarna) always." Finally, he built the steps on the stupa of the Buddha 
Kasyapa. 496 As a result of these three merits {punya ), he enjoyed happiness in all his lifetimes and 


496 s ee below, Mpps, k. 29, p. 273a: "In a previous lifetime, Nanda had given a bath to the samgha and made the 
following vow: ‘I wish, from existence to existence, to be beautiful ( abhirupa ) and graceful ( prasahika ).’ In the course of 
another lifetime, having found the stupa of a pratyekabuddha, he drew the picture of this pratyekabuddha and made the 
following vow: ‘I wish that my body be adorned with the mark of the golden color from lifetime to lifetime.’ 

Cf. Mahakarmavibhanga, p. 38: yatha aryasundaranandena kila Krakuhhande . caprdpta me suvarnavarnata. 

S. Levi, who edited this text, found the final stanza in the Fo wou po ti tseu tseu chouo pen k'i king, T 199, p. 199b, also 
repeated in the Ken pen chouo ... yao che, T 1448, k. 17, p. 87b: "Nanda tells that at the time of the Buddha Vipasyin, he 
had given a warn bath-house to the samgha (or: baths of warm perfumed water) while pronouncing the wish that he 
himself and the community be always pure and clean, stainless and without impediments, of irreproachable conduct, and 
with the color of the lotus. Next he was born among the gods, then among humans, always of marvelous beauty. Later, 
seeing the stupa of a pratyekabuddha, he repaired it (or whitewashed it) and covered it with perfumed plaster and 
pronounced the vow: ‘I wish that my organs be always complete, that my body be golden in color.’ And he was reborn in 
Benares, the second son of king Kia t'o or Tchi wei ni; seeing the stupa of the Buddha Kasyapa, he hung a parasol over it. 
And the stanza of the Karmavibhanga is summarized: ‘For having bathed the community, for having plastered a stupa 
with golden colored plaster, for having given a parasol to the stupa, I have attained innumerable blessings’." 

S. Levi refers again to the Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 57, p. 917, which he briefly summarizes: "The first episode took 
place at the time of Vipasyin, at Pandumatl where the king Pandu was reigning; later, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, 
the king of Benares was called Ki li che (Krsi). The second son of this king, giving a golden parasol to the stupa of 
Kasyapa, also made the vow of being reborn with a golden colored body." 

The Pali Apadana, I, p. 57, could also be cited, which does not agree with T 199. Nanda received his golden colored body 
from having given a robe to the Buddha Padumuttara: Padumuttarassa hhagavato lokajetthassa.... hemavanno hhavissasi. 
But the more detailed story occurs in the Mulasarvativadin Vinaya, Ken pen chouo...tsa che, T 1451, k. 12, p. 260c-261c. 
In view of the repute received by the legend of Nanda since the discoveries at Nagarjunikonda (see J. P. Vogel, RAA, vol. 
XI, 1937, p. 115-118), It seems useful to give the translation: 

Having conceived some doubt, the bhiksus questioned the Great Teacher in order to dissipate them: "Bhadanta, what 
actions did the bhiksu Nanda previously perform so as to have a golden-colored ( suvarnavarna ) body, to be adorned with 
thirty marks ( laksana ), to have a body only four inches shorter than the Bhagavat, and so that the Great Teacher, having 
compassion for a man so attached to pleasures that he drew him out of the ocean of samsara and estabished him at once 
into definitive nirvana ( atyantikanirvana )? Please explain this to us." 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: That is due to the ripening of the fruit of actions previously accomplished by the bhiksu 
Nanda, etc.... And he spoke this stanza: ‘Actions do not perish even after hundreds [of millions] of kalpas. Meeting the 
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favorable complex of conditions and time, they bear fruit for their creator (na pranasyanti karmani kalpakotisatair api, 
samagrim prapya kdlam ca phalanti khalu dehinam).’ 

a. Ninety-one kalpas ago, when the human life-span was 80,000 years, there appeared in the world the Buddha Vipasyin, 
tathagata, arhat, completely enlightened ( samyaksambuddha ), endowed with the knowledges and the practices 
([vidyadharanasampanna ), thus-come ( sugata ), knower of the world ( lokavid ), without superior ( anuttara ), leader of those 
to be converted (puruscidcimyasdrathi), teacher of gods and men ( sasta devamanusyandm), buddha, bhagavat. 
Accompanied by 62,000 bhiksus, he traveled amongst men. He reached the city of Ts'in houei (Bandhumatl), a royal 
residence, went to the forest and dwelled there. This Bhagavat had a half-brother, very attached to pleasures, whom 
Vipasyin, tathagata, arhat, samyaksambuddha, had drawn out of the ocean of samsara and had made him leave the world 
(pravrajita) to place him happily in ultimate nirvana. At that time, the king of the land was called Yeou ts'in 
(Bandhumati): he governed his people justly; his estates were prosperous, opulent, abundant, happy and peaceful; there 
were no quarrels, no discord, no troubles, no misdeeds, no sickness; the buffalo, the cattle, the rice and the sugarcane 
were plentiful. But the half-brother of the king was very carried away by pleasure. Hearing that the Buddha and his 
community were staying in the Bandumati forest, the king ordered the princes, his relatives, his servants, ministers and 
ladies of the harem to go as a retinue to the Buddha. Prostrating at the feet of the Buddha, they withdrew and sat down at 
one side. But the king's brother, deep in his pleasures, did not want to go [with the others]. Then the ministers' sons and 
other friends went to him and said: "Good friend, don't you know that the king, the princes, the whole court, ministers and 
people have gone to the Buddha Vipasyin to pay their respects, and by hearing the precious Dharma, they have obtained 
excellent deliverance? The human condition is very rare, but now you have obtained it. Why do you want to give yourself 
up to your pleasures without wanting to free yourself?" Hearing these reproaches, the king's brother was filled with 
shame; bowing his head, he joined his companions and they went together. At that time, the bhiksu who was the Buddha's 
brother saw these friends who had gone together and asked them: "Gentlemen, why are you going with this man?" The 
friends gave the reason. The bhiksu said to them: "I am the Buddha's brother; once when I was living in the world 
( grhastu ), I also was very attached to pleasures; fortunately, the Great Teacher [my brother] forced me to abandon them 
and made me find peace ( ksema ) and ultimate nirvana. There are still such fools as I was [at one time]. These kind friends 
who are leading him away with them are really doing him a great service. You can go to the great Teacher who has no 
equal. When you are near him, have deep faith." The companions came to the Buddha who, considering their faculties 
and their earnestness, preached the Dharma to them. [The king's brother] arose from his seat and, throwing his upper 
garment over one shoulder ( ekdmsam uttarasahgam kftvd), he joined his palms to the Bhagavat (yena Bhagavdms 
tenahjalim pranamya) and said: "Bhagavat, I would like to invite the great teacher and his noble assembly to come 
tomorrow to take a bath in my pool." The Buddha accepted by way of silence, and the young man, having understood that 
the Buddha accepted, bowed down to the Buddha's feet, took his leave and went away. Then he went to [his brother] the 
king, paid his respects and said: "Great king, I have gone to the Buddha, I have heard the Dharma, I have faith and I feel 
disgust ( samvegacitta ) for pleasures. I have asked the Buddha and the samgha to come tomorrow to take a bath in the 
pool. The Tathagata, the great Teacher, has kindly accepted. The Buddha is entitled to the respect of gods and men; it 
would be fitting if the king would have the streets cleaned and the city decorated." The king said to himself: "The Buddha 
is going to come to the city; I should have it decorated. My brother's taste for pleasure is incorrigible; it is truly 
extraordinary ( adbhuta ) that the Buddha should have subdued it." [Addressing himself to his brother], he said: "Good, 
you may go and prepare the things necessary for the bath ( snanopakarana ); I will decorate the city in the best possible 
way." Very happy, the king's brother took his leave and went away. The king then said to his ministers: "Proclaim 
everywhere the following edict: Tomorrow the Bhagavat will be within our walls. All of you needy people and strangers 
must decorate the city, clean the streets and come before the Great Teacher with perfumes and flowers." The ministers 
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obeyed and had the royal edict proclaimed everywhere. At once, in the entire city, the crowd began to remove the dirt, 
spread perfumes, bum aromatics, hang banners and strew flowers; the city was like the pleasure palace ( nandanavana ) of 
Sakra, king of the gods. However, the king's brother had prepared hot water and perfumed oils, decorated the bath and set 
out beds. When the Buddha Vipasyin was about to enter the city, the ministers, the crown prince, the queen, the palace 
people, the courtesans and the citizens went out to meet him, prostrated at his feet and returned to the city following him. 
Then the king's brother led the Buddha into the bath filled with perfumed water. He saw that the Buddha's body was 
golden in color, adorned with the 32 major marks and the 80 minor marks ( anuvyanjana ); at this sight, he felt great joy 
and deep faith. When the bath was finished and the Buddha had put on his garments again, he prostrated at the feet pf the 
Bhagavat and made the following vow ( pranidhana ): "I have had the great good fortune today of meeting an eminent 
field of merit ( punyaksetra ) and rendering him a small service. In reward for this good action, I would like my body, in 
future lifetimes, to be golden in color like that of the Buddha. The Buddha has already drawn his own brother from the 
pleasures to which he had been attached and has placed him in safety and definitive nirvana. I would also like later to be 
the brother of a Buddha and have a golden colored body; and if I delight in luxuries, I would like the Buddha to force me 
to come out of the deep river of impure desire and lead me to nirvana and the safety of peace ( ksemapada). 

The Buddha added: Have no doubts, O bhiksu. He who was then the pleasure-loving briother of king Bandhuma is the 
present bhiksu Nanda. It is he who once invited the Buddha Vipasyin to take a perfumed bath in his bath-house and who, 
with pure heart, wished for the reward I have said. Today he is the Buddha's brother and has a body golden in color; as he 
delighted in pleasures, I have forced him to go forth, renounce desire and leave home to reach nirvana and the safety of 
peace. 

b. Then the bhiksus, having another doubt, asked the Bhagavat: "Bhadanta, what action did the bhiksu Nanda once 
perform to have his body now adorned with the thirty mahapurusalaksana? 

The Buddha said to the bhiksus: That is the result of actions that he accomplished.... (as above). Once in a village there 
was a rich sresthin who had many material goods, great wealth and vast and extensive possessions. He had a garden 
(udyana ) foil of flowers and fruits, with springs and pools, woods and hills, able to serve as shelter for monks. At that 
time, there were pratyekabuddhas who appeared in the world and settled in retreats out of compassion for beings; there 
was no Buddha in the world; these pratyekabuddhas were the only field of merit (punyaksetra ) at the time. One day a 
venerable pratyekabuddha, traveling among men, came to the village and, looking about the area, stopped in the garden. 
Seeing him, the gardener said: "Sugata, rest here from your weariness!" The venerable one settled in that place and during 
the night, entered into the concentration on fire ( tejahprabhasamadhi). Seeing this, the gardener said to himself: "This 
Bhadanta has accomplished extraordinary things." Then in the middle of the night, he went to his master and said: 
"Master, from now on you may rejoice. A Bhadanta has come to spend the night in your garden; he is endowed with 
marvelous powers and possesses the abhijnas; he emits great rays of light ( rasmi) that light up the whole garden." At 
these words, the sresthin hastily went to the garden and, prostrating at the feet of the venerable one, said to him: "Noble 
One, it is great happiness for me that you have come here to beg your food. Stay here in this garden; I will always give 
you your food." Seeing his enthusiasm, the pratyekabuddha accepted. He stayed in the garden where he penetrated the 
sublime concentrations and the bliss of deliverance ( vimoksasukha ). The he said to himself: "My rotting body has 
wandered [for a long time] in samsara; I have done what had to be done ( krtakrtya ), I must now enter nirvana and realize 
the unborn ( anutpada )." Having this thought, he rose up into the sky, entered into the concentration of the brilliance of 
fire ( tejahprabhasamadhi ) and manifested all the miracles ( pratiharya ); he sent forth great rays; in the upper part of his 
body he shone with reddish light; from the lower part of his body there flowed clear water. When he had rejected his 
body, he realized the unborn and nirvana without residue ( nirupadhisesanirvana). Then the sresthin took his corpse, 
cremated it with aromatics and extinguished the funeral pyre with creamy milk. He gathered the ashes, placed them in a 
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wherever he was bom, he always acquired great beauty. With this stock of merit (punyasesa ), he was 
reborn at Kapilavastu into the Sakya clan as younger brother [variant ti, preferable to ti tseu] to the 
Buddha. He possessed thirty marks of the Great Man and pure beauty. He went forth from home 
(pravrajita ) and became arhat. The Buddha has said that of his five hundred disciples, the bhiksu Nanda 
was foremost in beauty. These marks are thus easy to obtain ( sulabha ). Then why do you say that the 
Bodhisattva must 'plant' ( avaropayati) them during ninety-one kalpas while others obtain them in one 
single lifetime (janmanft That is a serious error. 

You [disciples of Katyayamputra] say: "In the course of the first asamkhyeyakalpa, the Bodhisattva does 
not know whether or not he will become Buddha. - In the course of the second asamkhyeyakalpa, he does 
indeed know that he will be Buddha, but does not dare to announce it. - At the end of the third 
asamkhyeyakalpa, he does indeed know that he will be Buddha and he announces it to men." Where did 
the Buddha say that? In what sutra did he teach that? Is it in the Three Baskets of the Listeners 
(sravakadharmatripitaka ), or is it in the sutras of the Greater Vehicle ( m a hay an as u tra) ? 

The disciples of Katyayamputra. - Although the Buddha did not say it in the Tripitaka, it is reasonable and 
plausible. Moreover, it is what the A p'i t'an pi p'o cha (Abhidharmavibhasa) teaches in the chapter on the 
Bodhisattva (Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 176, p. 886c). 


new urn, built a stupa and hung it with parasols ( chattra ). Filled with respectful faith, he anointed [the stupa] with thirty 
kinds of perfumed waters and made the vow ( pranidhana ) to seek the marks [of the Great Man], 

The Buddha added: "Have no doubts, O bhiksus. The sresthin is now Nanada. As a result of such faith and respect he has 
now acquired as reward the thirty marvellous marks.” 

c. Then the bhiksus had another doubt and asked the Bhagavat: "Bhadanta, what action did the bhiksu Nanda formerly 
perform in order that, in the case that he did not leave home (pravrajita) and reject pleasures, that he would definitely 
have played the part of a powerful cakravartin king? 

The Buddha said to the bhikshus: This is the result of actions that he accomplished, etc.... fas above) Once, during the 
good kalpa ( bhadrakalpa) when the human lifespan was 20,000 years, the Buddha Kasyapa appeared in the world. 
Endowed with ten appellations [tathagata, arhat, etc.], he was staying in Varanasi at Rsipatana, in the Mrgadava. At that 
time, the king of the city, Ki li chi (Krkin) governed the people justly as a great king of Dharma. The king had three sons, 
the oldest, the second and the youngest. When the Buddha Kasyapa had finished his ministry, he entered into nirvana like 
a flame which has been extinguished. The king took the Buddha's corpse, cremated it with aromatic sandalwood 
(i candana ), etc., and extinguished the funeral pyre with perfumed milk. He gathered the ashes ( sarTra ), placed them in a 
golden urn, erected a great stupa made of four jewels, one yojana long and wide and one-half yojana in height. At the 
time of circumambulation, the king's second son placed a parasol ( chattra ) on top. 

The Buddha added: Have no doubts, O bhiksus. He who was then the second son of the king is today Nanda. It was he 
who, out of respect, offered a parasol which he placed on the top of the stupa. As a reward for this good action, for 2500 
lifetimes he has been a powerful cakravartin king, reigning over one continent ( dvipaka ) and in this actual lifetime, if he 
had not left home (pravrajita ), he would also have been a powerful king with the wheel and would have acquired great 
sovereignty (aisvarya). 
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The Mahayanists. - From the first production of the mind of bodhi (prathamacittotpdda ), the Bodhisattva 
knows that he will be Buddha. Thus, when the [92b] bodhisattva A tcho lo (Acala)49^ in the presence of 
the Buddha Tch'ang cheou (DIrghapani?), first produced the mind [of bodhi], he attained the diamond seat 
(vajrdsana) and immediately acquired buddhahood; errors ( vipaiydsa ) and impure thoughts 
(i avisuddhacitta ) do not arise in him. The four bodhisattvas of the Cheou leng yen san mei 
(Suramgamasamadhi) received the prophecy ( vydkarana ): the first received the prophecy without having 
produced the thought of bodhi; the second received the prophecy at the moment when he was about to 
produce the thought of bodhi; before the third one recieved it, the others all knew [that he would be 
Buddha], but he himself did not know it; before the fourth one received it, the others and he himself knew 
it. Then why do you say that in the course of the second asamkhyeyakalpa the Bodhisattva knows the 
prophecy but does not dare to proclaim [that he will be Buddha]? - Besides, the Buddha has said that for 
innumerable kalpas the Bodhisattva realizes the qualities ( guna ) in order to save beings. In these 
conditions, why do you speak of [only] three asamkhyeyakalpas, which are finite and limited? 

The disciples of Katyayanlputra. - Although it is a matter [of these numberless asamkhyeyas] in the 
Mahayanasutras, we do not believe in them entirely. 

The Mahayanists. - That is a grave error, for [the Mahayanasutras] are the true Buddhadharma 
(saddharma ) coming from the very mouth ( kanthokta ) of the Buddha. You cannot reject them. Moreover, 
you derive your orgin from the Mali ay an a;^^ | low can y 0U sa y that you do not entirely believe it? 

You [disciples of Katyayanlputra] also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes the actions producing the 
thirty-two marks in the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the realm of form ( rupadhdtu ) or in the 
formless realm (arupyadhatu)." [Without a doubt], in the arupyadhatu there is neither body ( kdya ) nor form 
(rupa) and, as these thirty-two marks are bodily adornments, it is not possible to accomplish the actions 
that produce them in the arupyadhatu. But why could they not be accomplished in the rupadhatu? In the 


49? Acala, or Acalanatha, is well-known in Vajrayana Buddhism and the Shingon sect; he is one of the five vidyarajas, 
protectors of the Dhanna. He is closely connected to Vairocana and Prajnaparamita with whom he forms a trinity. He is 
shown bearing a sword and surrounded by flames. Cf. Griinwedel, Mythologie d. Buddh., p. 162; W. Dc Visser, Ancient 
Buddhism in Japan, Leiden, 1935, p. 144 sq.; Glasenapp, Buddh. Mysterien , p. 80, 84, 98. 

498 Historically the Greater Vehicle is later than the Lesser Vehicle but its practitioners often claim an origin at least as 
old for it. The well-known stanza ciddv avydkarandt of the Sutrala a kara, ed. Levi, p. 3, repeated in Siddhi, p. 176, affirms 
that the Greater Vehicle is the authentic 'word of the Buddha' because "from its beginning, it coexists in the Lesser 
Vehicle (samapravrtteh)" , and the commentary explains: samakalam ca Sravakayanena Mahayanasya pravrttir 
upalabhyate na pascat. - According to some Mahayanists, the scriptures of the Greater Vehicle, like those of the Lesser 
Vehicle, must have been compiled after the Buddha's death, and the Mpps, k. 100, p. 756b, seems to confirm them: 
"There are those who say: Whereas Mahakasayapa, at the head of the bhiksus, compiled the Tripitaka on 
Grdhrakutaparvata immediately after the Buddha's nirvana, the great bodhisattvas, ManjusrI, Maitreya, etc., taking 
Ananda with them, compiled the Mahayana. Ananda knew how to measure the extent of the aspirations and conduct of 
beings; that is why he did not preach the Mahayana to the sravakas [whom he judged to be unable to understand this 
teaching]." For this compilation of the Greater Vehicle which took place on Mount Vimalasvabhava, south of Rajagrha, 
see also the quotations gathered by Bu ston, II, p. 101. 


243 



rupadhatu there are the great Brahmarajas who usually invite the Buddhas to turn the wheel of the Dharma 
(i dharmacakra ). Wise and pure, they are capable of seeking Buddhahood. Why do they not accomplish the 
actions producing the thrity-two marks? 

You also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes these actions in his human births ( manusyagati ) and not in 
the other destinies." But he can accomplish them equally in animal or other destinies. Thus So k'ie ton long 
wang (read So k'ie [lo] long wang ton = Sagaranagarajaduhita), the daughter of Sagara, king of the nagas, 
is a bodhisattva of the tenth level ( dasamci bhumi);^9 the naga king A na p'o ta to (Anavataptanagaraja) is 
a seventh-level bodhisattva ( saptamd bhumi )^ , and the king of the asuras, Lo heou (Rahu) is also a great 


499 Saddharmapundarlka, p. 263-265 (tr. Burnouf, Lotus, p. 160-162; Kern, p. 251-253). - Although female and only 
eight years of age, the daughter of Sagara, king of the nagas, had acquired anuttarasamyaksambodhi, which consitutes the 
state of Buddha. As the bodhisattva Prajnakuta and Sariputra refused to believe that a woman could attain this high rank, 
she suppressed the signs indicating her sex in herself, showed herself endowed with male organs and transformed herself 
into a bodhisattva who went to the south. In this part of space there was the universe Vimala; there, seated near the trunk 
of a bodlii tree made of the seven precious substances, this bodhisattva appeared in the condition of perfectly 
accomplished Buddha, bearing the thirty-two marks of the Great Man, having the body adorned with all the secondary 
marks, emitting light which spead in the ten directions and teaching the Dharma. 

Here is the Sanskrit text of this passage: Sagaranagarajaduhita... tat strmdriyam anatarhitam purusendriyam... spjutitva 
dharmaadesanam kurvanam. - According to the previous indications, the Mpps is quite correct in making the daughter of 
Sagara a tenth level bodhisattva, the ultimate stage of the career of the Bodhisattva and immediately preceding the 
attainment of Buddhahood. 

In telling the story of Sagara's daughter, the Mpps is referring to the Saddharmapundarlka; Kumarajlva, the translator of 
the Mpps, therefore was familiar with this story. This is worthy of note, for the passage referring to Sagara's daughter was 
originally missing from the translation of the Sdhp made by Kumarajlva in 406; it was inserted only later, in the time of 
the Souei, in the form of a special chapter entitled Devadatta (cf. T 262, k. 4, p. 34b-35c). A tradition claims that the 
chapter originally appeared in Kumarajlva's version, but was removed at Th'ang-ngan. However that may be, the 
Devadatta chapter is old since its contents appeared as early as 286 AD in Dharmaraksa's translation of the Sdgp (cf. T 
263, k. 6) and was circulated at the end of the 5th century in Serindia and China independently of the rest of the Sdhp. On 
this question, see the P. Dcmieville's note in Bibliographie Bouddhique , VII-VIII, 1937, p. 95-96 on the work of K. Fuse 
(in Japanese). 

500 yjj e Mppj w iU return to this individual later (k. 30, p. 344a): Among the beings immersed in the animal destinies, 
some do and others do not obtain Buddhahood; thus Anavataptanagaraja, Sagaranagaraja, etc., obtain Buddhahood. - 
Anavatapta is one of the eight great naga-kings; he lives in the Anavatapta pool from which flow the four great rivers of 
the world (see below, k. 7, p. 114a; k. 8, p. 116a). According to the Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 18, p.l 17a, he does not have the 
three misfortunes of the other three dragon-kings, which are: i) wind and hot sand bum their skin and bones; ii) a violent 
wind blows in their palace and uncovers it; iii) the garuda bird torments them in the midst of their play. According to the 
Jou lai hing hien king, T 291, k. 2, p. 602c, the rains that emanate from his body make Jambudvlpa fertile. - For more 
details, see Hobogirin, Anokudatsu, p. 33. - Whereas the Mpps makes Anavatapta a bodhisattva of the seventh level, 
Hiuan tsang (Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 869b) claims that he was a bodhisattva of the eighth level before taking on the fonn 
of a naga. 
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bodhisattva.501 Why do you say that the Bodhisattva cannot accomplish the actions producing the thirty- 
two marks in destinies other [than the human destiny]? 

You also say: "The Bodhisattva accomplishes them in the human destiny and in Jambudvipa." It is 
reasonable to say that he cannot accomplish them in Yu tan lo (Uttarakuru), for there men are without 
individuality (?) (F: personnalite), attached to pleasure ( rakta ) and without sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ). 
But why could they not accomplish them in the other two continents, K'iu t'o ni (GodanTya) and Foup'o t'l 
(Purvavideha) where merit (punya ), wisdom ( prajnd ) and duration of life ( dyus ) are much greater than in 

Jambudvlpa?502 

You also say: "A volition ( cetand ) is necessary to accomplish each mark." But in the time of a finger snap, 
the mind ( citta ) arises and ceases sixteen times; in one thought, there is neither duration ( sthiti ) nor parts 
(vibhdga);$Q3 how could it accomplish a mark of the Great Man? [On the other hand], a mark of the Great 
Man cannot do without a mind for its accomplishment. Therefore [only] the [92c] coming together of many 
volitions ( bahucetandsamyoga) can accomplish one single mark. In the same way, in order to carry a heavy 
load, one single man is not enough; the united strength of several men is necessary. Similarly, in order to 
accomplish a mark, a great mind is necessary and to this effect, the joining of many volitions is 
indispensible. Therefore it is called 'the mark of one hundred merits' ( satapunyalaksana ). It is impossible 
that a single volition could accomplish a determined mark. If other things cannot be accomplished by a 
single volition, what can be said of the mark of one hundred merits? 

Why do you say that the mind of the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni was impure whereas that of his disciples was 
pure, that the mind of Bodhisattva Maitreya was impure whereas that of his disciples was pure? Where was 
that said? We cannot find anything like that in the Tripitaka or in the Mahayana. This statement is your 
imagination. You believe that only the Bodhisattva Sakyamuni saw the Buddha Pusya in his cave of 
precious stones and praised him with one single stanza for seven days and seven nights. But the 
Bodhisattva Maitreya also praised the Buddha Pusya in every way. The A po t'o na king (Avadanasiitra or 
the Avadanasataka) is the only one that does not say anything about it. If you do not know that, that is not a 
sufficient reason. Then you add that the mind of Maitreya's disciples was pure; that is a complete 
contradiction. 


501 Rahu, personification of the eclipse, appears in two well-known suttas in the Samyutta, the Candimasutta and the 
Suriyasutta, which the Mpps will reproduce later (k. 20, p. 136b). The palace of Rahu is described in the Tch'ang a han, T 

I, k. 20, p. 129b. - Rahu has a city called Kouang ming, four parks, four wives called Jou ying 'Shadow’, Tchou hieing 
'Perfume', Miao tin 'Marvelous Forest' and Cheng to 'Eminent Virtue'; his lifespan is 5,000 years where each day equals 
500 human years (Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 42). 

502 xijggg f our continents are described in Kosa, III, p. 145. 

503 Sixteen mind moments arise and cease in the time that a material dharma lasts. "It is better to consider as a self this 
body made up of the four great elements rather than the mind. We see that this body lasts one year ... one hundred years 
and more. But that which bears the name of mind (citta), spirit ( manas ), consciousness ( vijnana ) by day and by night is 
bom as one and dies as another. In the same way that a monkey grasps one branch, lets it go, takes another...." (Samyutta, 

II, p. 94-95: Tsa a han, T 99, k. 12, p. 81c). - "Like a mountain river..., there is no khana, laya, muhutta where it rests, but 
it flows on...; the life of men is short...That which arises cannot cease." (Anguttara, IV, p. 137). 
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2. The six virtues 


You say: “[By the virtue of generosity], the Bodhisattva gives everything without feeling regret, like king 
Sibi who, to save the pigeon, gave his flesh to the falcon without feeling any regret." To give wealth 
( amisadana ) is a lesser gift ( hmadana ); to give one's body ( kdyaddna) is a middling gift ( madhyadana ); to 
give anything whatsoever, provided that the mind is detached ( nihsahga ) is the highest gift ( agraddna 
[By telling the story of the gift of the body by king Sibi], why do you praise the middling gift as if it were 
the complete perfection of the virtue of generosity ( ddnapdramitaparipuri )? 

Although its intention ( citta ) may be lofty and full of loving kindness ( maitri ) and compassion (koruna), 
this [middling] generosity may or may not involve wisdom (prajna). [King Sibi] is like a man who would 
sacrifice his body for his parents, his family or his teacher. Since he knows that he is sacrificing his life for 
a pigeon, his generosity is middling. 

[The disciples of Katyayamputra], - The Bodhisattva [sacrifices himself] for all beings, for his parents, for 
his teacher, or for all people. This is why [if we accept your definition of highest generosity where 
detachment plays the essential part], the gift of the body will [never] constitute the complete virtue of 
generosity. 

[The Mahayanists]. - Although he sacrifices himself for all beings, his mind {citta) is impure ( avisuddha ), 
for he does not know that he himself is non-existent ( andtmaka ); he does not know that the one who 
receives his gift (pratigrdhaka) is not a person, is not his teacher; he does not know that the thing given by 
him ( deyadravya ) is in reality neither the same as {eka) or different {anya) from him. Since his mind {citta) 
is attached {sakta) to the three concepts [of donor, recipient and thing given], it is impure {avisuddha). It is 
in this world {lokadhdtu) that he will receive the reward of his merit {punyavipdka ); he will not be able to 
go directly to Buddhahood. Thus it is said in the Prajnaparamita that the three things [donor, recipient and 
the thing given] are non-existent (amipalcibdhcift^ and that he should not be attached to them. 

This is applied to the virtue of generosity but it is valid also [for the other virtues] up to and including the 
virtue of wisdom. [According to the disciples of Katyayamputra], to divide the great earth, the cities, towns 
and villages and to make seven parts of it is the perfection of the virtue of wisdom [93a] 
( prajndpdramitdparipuri ). But the virtue of wisdom is immense {apramana) and infinite {ananta) like the 
water of the ocean. To divide the earth is only ordinary mathematics ( ganana ); it is a modest part 
(hinabhaga) of conventional wisdom {samvrtiprajnd), like one or two drops of water {bindu) in the ocean. 


504 -pjjg highest generosity which constitutes, properly speaking, the virtue of generosity ( danapdramita) rests in essence 
on knowledge free of concept ( nirvikalpakapdramitci) which makes it triply pure ( Irimandalaparisuddha ); it consists of 
making no distinction between the thing given {deya), the donor ( dayaka) and the recipient (pratigrdhaka ). Cf. 
Pancavimshati, p. 264; Satasahasrika, p. 92; Bodhicaryavatara, IX, st. 168; Panjika, p. 604; Uttaratantra, p. 120, 254; 
Samgraha, p. 185, 225; Siddhi, p. 629 n. 

505 Qf Pancavimsati, p. 264: tatra katamd lokottard danapdramita? .... tadvipdkam ca nopalabhate. - Cf. Satasahasrika, 
p. 92. 
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The true prajnaparamita is called the 'mother of the Buddhas' ( buddhamdtri ) of the three times ( tryadhvan ); 
it reveals the true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmasatyalaksana). This prajnaparamita has no point of 
coming or point of going; it is like a magic show (mayo), an echo ( pratisrutka ), the moon reflected in water 
(udakacandra ) which one sees and which immediately disappears. Out of compassion and, although this 
wisdom has but a single nature ( ekalaksana ), the aryas define it using all kinds of conventional expressions 
(namasamketa ) as being the precious treasure of the wisdom of the Buddhas ( buddhaprajndratnakosa ). 
You are speaking grave errors. 


3. The time of appearance of the Buddhas 

You speak of the four examinations ( vilokana ) made by the Bodhisattva: 1) examination of time 
(kdlavilokana), 2) examination of place ( desavilokana ), 3) examination of clan ( kulavilokana ), 4) 
examination of mother ( upapattisthdnavilokana ). You add that that the Buddha appears in the world 
( prddurbhavati) when the human lifespan ( dyus ) is 80,000, 70,000, 60,000, 50,000, 40,000, 30,000, 
20,000, 100 years. - But if the Buddhas always have compassion ( anukampa ) for beings, why do they 
appear only at these eight times and not at others? Just as a good medicine ( osadhi) once swallowed, cures 
the sickness (v yddhi), so the Buddhadarma does not depend on time. 

[The disciples of Katyayamputra], - Although the Bodhisattva has compassion for beings and although the 
Buddhas do not depend on time, when the lifespan surpasses 80,000 years, long-lived people ( dfrghdyus) 
revel in pleasures ( sukha ); their fetters, lust, desire, etc. ( rdgatrsnddisamyojana ) are heavy ( sthula ) and 
their faculties are weak ( mrdvindriya ). This is not the time to convert them. On the other hand, when the 
lifespan is less than 199 years, people have a short life ( alpdyus ) and are overcome with suffering 
( duhkha ): their fetters, hatred, etc. ( dvesddisamyojana ) are thick (sthula). This period of pleasure [when the 
lifespan is more than 80,000 years] and this period of suffering [when it is less than 199 years] are not 
times favorable to finding the Path ( mdrgaldbha ). This is why tha Buddhas do not appear [at those times]. 

[The Mahayanists], - 1. The lifespan of the gods is more than 10,000 years; that is because of their previous 
life ( purvajanma ). Although they have plenty of pleasures (sukha) and their sensual desires (ragatrsna) are 
heavy (sthula), they are able to find the Path (mdrga). What could be said then of people who are not 
happy and whose thirty-two impurities are easily corrected, [except that they find the Path even more easily 
than the gods]? This is why, even when the human lifespan is greater than 80,000 years, the Buddhas must 
appear in the world. At this time, people are not sick and their minds are joyful; consequently, their 
faculties are keen (tfksnendriya) and they are virtuous. As a result of their virtues and their keen faculties, 
they can easily find the Path. 

2. Furthermore, under the Buddha Che tseu kou yin wang (Simhadundubhisvararaja), the human lifespan is 
100,000 years; under the Buddha Ming wang (Alokaraja), it is 700 asamkhyeyakalpas; under the Buddha A 
mi t'o (Amitabha), it lasts innumerable asamkhyeyakalpas. How can you say that the Buddhas do not 
appear when the human lifespan is longer than 80,000 years? 

[93b] [The disciples of Katyayamputra]. - These teachings are in the Mahayanasutras, but in our system it 
is not a question of the Buddhas of the ten directions (dasadigbuddha) but only of the one hundred 
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Buddhas of the past ( atitabuddha ), Sakyamuni, K'iu tch'en jo (Krakucchanda), etc., and the five hundred 
Buddhas of the future ( andgatabuddha ), Maitreya, etc.506 

[The Mahayanists]. - In the Mahayanasutras, we speak of the Buddhas of the three times ( tryadhvan ) and 
the ten directions ( dasadis ) for various reasons. In the universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the ten directions, all the 
torments rage: old age {jam ), sickness (y yadhi) and death ( marana ), lust, ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and 
delusion (moha), etc.; this is why the Buddhas must appear in these regions. It is said in a sutra: "If old age, 
sickness, death and the afflictions (klesa) did not exist, the Buddhas would not appear."507 Furthermore, 
wherever there are many illnesses (v yddhita), there should be many physicians {vaidya). 

In one of your Sravaka texts, the Tch'ang a ban (Dlrghagama), king P'i cha men (Vaisravana) addresses 
the following stanza to the Buddha: 

I bow before the Buddhas, past, future and present; 

I take refuge ( sarana ) in the Buddha Sakyamuni.5®^ 

506 p or t p e num ber and names of the past and future Buddhas, refer to Malalasekera, II, p. 295 and Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 
195-197. 

507 Qf Aiiguttara, V, p. 144: Tayo bhikkhave dhammd loke na samvijjeyyum . Jdti ca jam ca marmanan ca. 

508 jpg same passage of the Dlrghagama will be cited later at k. 9, p. 126a: 

In the Dlrghagama, a sutra says: There was a king of the asuras, gauardian of the northern region; along with many 
hundreds of Loft's of asuras, he went to the Buddha during the last watch of the night and, having prostrated to the 
Buddha, he sat down at one side; emitting pure light, he illumined the entire Jetavana with a great light. Joining his palms 
together, he praised the Buddha with these two stanzas: 

Great hero, I take refuge in you! 

Buddha, the greatest among those who walk on two feet. 

What you know by means of your wisdom-eye 
The gods are unable to understand. 

Whether they are past, future or present, 

I bow before all the Buddhas. 

Thus today taking refuge in the Buddha, 

I also pay homage to the Buddhas of the three times." 

This passage is the beginning of the Atanatikasutra of which two versions exist. The first has a proof: 1) the Sanskrit text 
found in central Asia and published by H. Hoffmann, Bruchstiicke des Atanatikasutra , Leipzig, 1939, p. 33; 2) the 
Chinese translation by Fa hien, entitled P'i cha men t'ien sang king, T 1245, p. 217a; 3) the Tibetan translation of the 
Bkah hgyur, entitled Kun tu rgyu ba dan kun tu rgyu ba ma yin pa dan htun pain mdo (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 327). In this 
version, the sutra takes place in SravastI in the Jetavana, and Vaisravana addresses two stanzas to the Buddha. - The 
second version has as proof: 1) the Pali Atanatiyasuttanata of the DIghanikaya, III, p. 194; 2) the Tibetan translation of 
the Bhah hgyur, entitled Lean lo can gyi pho bran gi mdo (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 288). In this second version, the sutra is 
located at Rajagrha on Grdhrakutaparvata, and Vaisravana does not address any stanzas to the Buddha. 

The extracts given here by the Mpps are taken from the first version. To be convinced of this, a glance at the Sanskrit text 
published by Hoffmann, l.c., p. 33 is sufficient: 

evam maya srutam. ekasamayam bhagavdm srdvastydm viharati sma jetavane .... velayam gdthdm babhase, 
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In this sutra of yours, it is said that the king bows down before the Buddhas of the past ( atita ), the future 
(. anagata ) and the present ( pratyutpanna ) and that he takes refuge in Buddha Sakyamuni. Thus we know 
that, in the present, there Buddhas other [than Sakyamuni]. If the other Buddhas did not exist, why would 
the king first bow down to the Buddhas of the three times, then afterwards take refuge specially ( prthak ) in 
Sakyamuni? This king had not yet renounced all desire ( avftardga ), but he was at the side of Sakyamuni 
and, as a result of the affection and respect he had for him, he took refuge in him. As for the other 
Buddhas, he bowed down before them. 


4. Place of appearance of the Buddhas 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra], - The Buddha said: "Two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in the 
same world (ekasmin lokadhatu), just as two cakravartin kings do not appear simultaneously in the same 
world."^9 Therefore it is wrong that presently there are other Buddhas [than Sakyamuni]. 


nam'astu te mahavira.... 
tvdm cahamsaranam gatahll 

Instead of indicating the title of the sutra, the Mpps, citing this passage twice, refers only to the collection, the 
Dirghagama. The Dirghagama which it uses is not the Pali DTghanikaya of the Theravadin-Vibhajjavadins since the 
Atanatikasuttanata found there does not contain the stanzas spoken by Vaisravana in honor of the Buddha. Neither is it 
the Dirghagama translated into Chinese about 412-413 by Buddhayasas under the name Tch'ang a han (T 1) and which 
actually belongs to the Dharmaguptas (cf. the arguments of Watanabe, Przyluski and Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke buddh. 
Sutras, Lepzig, 1932, p. 229); indeed, this collection does not contain the Atdnatikasutra. 

We have noticed several times already that the Mpps, citing 'the Vinaya' without any more precision, almost always is 
referring to the Che song liu (T 1435), the Sarvastivadin Vinaya. We may therefore assume that the Dirghagama which is 
being used here also belongs to the Sarvastivadin school. The Sarvastivadins had a collection of eighteen 'great sutras' of 
which the sixth, the A t'cha na kien (in the Ts'in language: 'Sutra of the council of the demonic spirits') is none other than 
the Atdnatikasutra (cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b; translation in S. Levi, Sur la recitation primitive des textes 
bouddhiques, JA, May-June 1915, p. 419). Four of these 'great sutras' have been found at Chotscho in central Asia, in a 
small anthology of sutras ed. by E. Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke buddh. Sutras, Leipzig, 1932: these are the Mahdiniddina, 
the Sakraprasna, the Bimbasdra and the Mahasamdjasutra. This anthology is indisputably of SarvaOtivadin provenance 
(cf. Waldschmidt, p. 228). 

509 a phrase which the Mpps will return to later, (k. 9, p. 125a) which is found in several sutras. 

a) In Pali, e.g., in Anguttara, I p. 27-28: Atthdnam etam bhikkhave anavakaso yam .... acarimam uppajjeyyum n'etam 
thdnam vijjatti. 

b) In Sanskrit, e.g., in Kosavyakhya, p. 338: Asthanam anavakaso yad apurvacaramau dvau tathagatau loka 
utpadyayeyatdm. 

c ) In mixed Sanskrit, e.g., in Mahavastu, III, p. 199: Asthanam khalv etam anavakdsam .... loke utpadyensuh. 

We know from the Kosavyakya that asthanam refers to the present and anavakdsah to the future. Thus it may be 
translated: "It is impossible that in the present, in the future, two Tathagatas appear in the same world without one 
preceding and the other following." 

The phrase appears in many sutras, e.g., DTgha, II, p. 225; III, p. 114; Majjhima, III, p. 65; Anguttara, I, p. 27; Milinda, p. 
236; Mahavastu, III, p. 199; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 5, p. 31a; k. 12, p. 79a; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 47, p. 724a. - The great 


249 



[The Mahayanists]. - 1. No doubt the Buddha said that; but you misunderstand the meaning of his words. 
The Buddha means that two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in the same 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu (or trichiliomegachiliocosm); he does not say that in the universes of the 
ten directions ( dasadiglokadhatu ) there are not actually [several] Buddhas. Thus, two cakravartin kings do 
not appear simultaneously in the same caturdvlpika (or universe of four continents), for these very 
powerful beings have no rival in their domain. Consequently, in one caturdvlpaka there is one single 
cakravartin only. In the same way, two Buddhas do not appear simultaneously in one single 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. Here the sutra puts the Buddhas and the cakravartin kings on the same 
level. If you believe that there are [other] cakravartins in the other caturdvlpakas, why do you not believe 
that there are [other] Buddhas in the other trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus?510 

2. Furthermore, one single Buddha cannot save all beings. If one single Buddha could save all beings, there 
would be no need for other Buddhas and only one single Buddha would appear. But the qualities of the 
Buddhas ( buddhadharma ), who save beings to be converted ( vaineya ), perish as soon as they arise 
(jatamatra nirudhyante ) like the flame that is extinguished when the candle is used up; indeed, conditioned 
dharmas ( samskrtadharma ) are transitory ( anitya) and empty of self nature ( svabhavashunya ). Thus, in the 
present, there must be yet other Buddhas.^ ' ' 

[93c] 3. Finally, beings are numberless and suffering ( duhkha ) is immense. This is why there must be 
magnanimous bodhisattvas and numberless Buddhas who appear in the world to save beings. 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]. - It is said in the sutra that the Buddha appears from age to age after a 
number of years as immense as the flower of the Ngeou t'an p'o lo (Udumbara) tree which appears once at 
regular times.^ 12 If the ten directions were full of Buddhas, the Buddha would appear easily, he could 
easily be found and we would not say that it is difficult to meet him. 


treatises have tried to interpret it: see, e.g., Kosa, III, p. 198-201; Bodh. bhumi, p. 92; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 152; and 
especially Samgraha, p. 332-333, 338. 

The interpretation given here by the Mahayanists is recorded in the Madhyantavibhanga, p. 152: tathagatayos 
cakravartinos .... api caturdvlpaka evety apcire. - Tr. : "The [sutra] says that two Tathagatas and two cakravartins do not 
arise [simultaneously in the same world}. According to some, the world in question is a trichiliomegachiliocosm if it 
concerns Tathagatas, but a universe-of-four-continents if it concerns the cakravartins. According to others, in both cases it 
is a matter of a universe-of-four-contintents." The Kosavyakhya, p. 338, also mentions this two-fold explanation: "What 
should be understood by 'this same world? By 'this same world' one should understand either one single caturdvlpaka or 
one single trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu." 

511 In several places (p. 272-273, 284, 328-329), the Samgraha shows how there must be one and many Buddhas at the 
same time. 

The post-canonical texts repeat ad nauseam that the appearance of a Buddha is as rare as the appearance of a flower 
on the Udumbara tree ( Ficus glomercita) which bears fruit but does not have visible flowers: - Lalitavistara, p. 105: 
tadyathd audumbarapuspam . loke utpadyante. 

Tr. "Just as the Udumbara flower very rarely appears in the world, in the same way very rarely, in the course of many 
nayutas of kotis of kalpas, do the Buddha Bhagavats appear in the world." - Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 2: 
tadyathaudumbarapuspanam loke .... sudurlabhah pradurbhavah. Tr. "Just as, in the world, the appearance of the 


250 




[The Mahayanists]. - No! It is in one single mahasahasralokadhatu that the Buddha usually appears after an 
immense number of years. It is not a question of the ten directions. Because sinners do not know how to 
honor him and do not seek the Path (marga), we say that the Buddha appears from age to age after an 
immense number of years. Moreover, as punishment for their sins ( dpattipdka ), these beings fall into the 
evil destinies ( durgati ) where, for innumerable kalpas, they do not even hear the name of Buddha 
pronounced and still less see one. Due to these people, the appearance of the Buddha is said to be rare. 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]. - If there really are numerous Buddhas and bodhisattvas in the ten 
directions, why do they not come to save all beings from sin ( apatti ) and suffering (, duhkha )? 


Udumbara flowers is very rare, in the same way the appearance of the Tathagatas who desire the interest, who desire the 
good, who are foil of compassion, is very rare." Saddharmapundarika, p. 39: tadyathapi nama udumbarapuspam ... 
dharmadesanam kcithayati. Tr. "Just as the Udumbara flower appears only at certain times and in certain places, so are the 
times and places rare where the Tathagata teaches the Dharma." - Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 396: "The Buddha is like the 
Udumbara flower wich is very hard to find." - The Mpps will return twice to this comparison at k. 9, p. 125c. 

By glancing at these post-canonical and late works, many other examples of this comparison may be found. On the other 
hand, it does not occur in the Pali suttas. Moreover, the Mpps is explicit: "It is said, in the sutra, that the Buddha appears 
from age to age like the Udumbara flower." Having found nothing comparable in the Pali canon, I [Lamotte] have turned 
my search towards the fragments of Sanskrit sutras discovered in central Asia where the Sarvastivadin influence was 
dominant. Here the comparison in question has been found in a fragment of the Mahaparinirvanasutra, published by E. 
Waldschmidt, in his Beitrage zur Textgeschichte des Mahaparinirvanasutra, Nachrichten v. d. gesell. der Wissens. zu 
Gottingen, Philol. Hist. Klasse, Band II, Nr. 3, 1939, p. 58 as note. In the Pali Mahaparinibbanasuttanta (DIgha, II, p. 155- 
156), the last moments of the Buddha are described in the following way: The Buddha asked the monks if they have any 
doubts concerning the Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha; on Ananda's negative relply, he answered: Now, O monks, I 
have just this to say: All that is composite will decay; work tirelessly. These were the last words of the Tathagata. - But 
the fragment of the Mahaparinirvanasutra in Sanskrit is more detailed. Having reported the negative reponse of Ananda, 
the text continues: atha bhagavan uttarasahgam ekante vivrtya .... tatra tathdgatasya pascima vaca, Tr. "Then the 
Bhagavat lifted his undergarment on one side and said to the monks: Look, O monks, at the body of the Tathagata. Look 
well, O monks, at the body of the Tathagata. Why? The Tathagatas, saints, the perfectly enlightened ones, are as rarely 
seen as an Udumbara flower. Well then, O monks, be tranquil! Everything compounded is perishable. Those were the last 
words of the Tathagata." 

The Mpps is therefore quite right when it tells us that the comparison with the Udumbara flower occurs ‘in a sutra’. As E. 
Waldschmidt comments, it also occurs in the Chinese versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra: 

T 1, k. 4, p. 26b: "The Tathagatas appear in the world from age to age like the Udumbara flower which appears once in an 
epoch." 

T 6, k. 2, p. 188b: "Usually it is difficult to meet a Buddha. There is on earth an Udumbara tree which does not flower but 
which bears fruit; if it produces a flower, then there is a Buddha in the world." 

T 5, k. 2, p. 172c: "In Jambudvlpa there is a venerable king of the trees called Udumbara; it has fruits but no flowers. 
When it has flowers, then there is a Buddha in the world." 

Previously we have seen that the flower of the Udumbara that grew north of Lake MandakinI blossomed at the same time 
as the Buddha Sakyamuni and died at the same time he did. 
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[The Mahayanists]. - These beings [have accumulated] faults ( dpatti ) and very serious taints (mala) for 
innumerable asamkhyeyakalpas. Although they have accrued all sorts of other merits ( punya ), they do not 
possess the qualities ( guna ) required to see a Buddha. Thus they do not see any. Some stanzas say: 

When the reward for merits is far off. 

When sins ( dpatti) are not erased, 

For that time, one cannot see 

The Bhadanta, the man endowed with power. 

Among the arya bhadanta (i.e., the Buddhas) 

Their intentions are unchangeable: 

Out of loving kindness (: maitri ) and compassion (anukampa) for all men, 

They want to save them at all times. 

But it is necessary that the merits (punya ) of beings be ripe, 

That their wisdom ( prajnd ) and their faculties (indriya) be keen, 

That they thus fulfill the conditions of salvation 
In order they may then attain deliverance. 

In the same way that the great naga king 
Makes the rain fall in accordance with wishes, 

So it is in accordance with his former actions, sins or merits 
That each man is recompensed 

[The disciples of Katyayanlputra]: [According to you], the Buddha is able to save men full of merits 
(punya) and endowed with wisdom (prajnd) but does not save men deprived of merits and wisdom. If that 
is so, men full of merits and endowed with wisdom do not derive their salvation from the Buddha. 

[The Mahayanists]: These merits and this wisdom do indeed derive their origin from the Buddha. If the 
Buddha did not appear in the world, the bodhisattvas would teach as Path (mdrga) the ten good causes 
(dasakusalaniddna)-’ ' 3 the four limitless ones (catvary apramdndni )514 an( j the various causes and 
conditions (hetupratyaya) that assure the retribution of sins and merits (dpattipunyavipdka) in the course of 
rebirths (punarbhava). If there were no Bodhisattva, this is the admonition found in all kinds of sutras: 
"The person who practices this doctrine carries out meritorious actions." 


The ten wholesome paths of action ( kusalakarmapatha) will be described below, k. 8, p. 120b. 

514 Loving kindness (maitri), compassion (karma), joy (mudita) and equanimity (upeksa). See bibliography in Samgraha 
p. 52. 
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Furthermore, whatever the merits ( punya ) and the wisdom ( prajna ) of men, [94a] if the Buddha did not 
appear in the world, men would receive their reward ( vipdka ) in this world but they would not be able to 
find the Path ( mdrga ). [On the other hand], if the Buddha appears in this world, men find the Path and this 
is a great benefit. Thus, although a person has eyes, he sees nothing if the sun (surya) does not rise; light is 
necessary so that he can see something. However, he cannot say: "I have eyes; of what use are they to me?" 
The Buddha has said: "Two causes, two conditions give rise to right vision: 1) hearing the Dharma from 
another's mouth; 2) reflecting properly oneself. "5 15 Thanks to these merits, a man can be assured of a 
wholesome mind ( kusalacitta ), sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom {prajna ) and thus reflect 
correctly. This is why we know that men derive their salvation from the Buddha. 

These are the various and numerous errors [which we, Mahayanists, discover among the disciples of 
Katyayamputra], but as we wish to give the teaching {upadesa) of the Prajnaparamita, we cannot expand 
further on secondary subjects. 


Anguttara, I, p. 87: Dve 'me bhikkhavepaccaya sammaditthiya .... yoniso ca mansika.ro. - Cited also in Kosavyakhya, 
p. 188 and Samgraha, p. 65. - The Nettipakarana, p. 8, explains that the wisdom coming from meditation (bhavanamayf 
panna) is the knowledge {nana) produced parato ca ghosena paccattasamutthitena ca yonisomanasikarena. 
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CHAPTER IX: THE MAHASATTVAS 

The Sutra says: Mahasattva. What is a mahasattva?516 

Answer. - 1. Maha means great, and sattva means being or bravery. The person who is able to accomplish 
a great work without regressing or turning back in his bravery is called mahasattva. 

2. Moreover, he is called mahOattva because he is the chief of many beings. 

3. Furthermore, he is called mahaOattva because he feels great loving kindness ( mahamaitri) amd great 
compassion ( mahakaruna) for many beings; he establishes them ( avasthdpayati ) in the Greater Vehicle, he 
travels the great Path (mahamarga) and attains a very high place. 

4. Furthermore, he is called mahasattva because he is endowed ( samanvagata ) with the marks of the Great 
Man ( mahapurusalaksana ). 

The characteristics ( laksana ) of the mahasattva are described in the Tsan fo kie (Buddhastotragatha): 

Only the Buddha is the unique man, the foremost, 

Father and mother of the threefold world, the omniscient one, 

Among all beings he has no peer, 

Flomage to the Bhagavat who is unequaled! 

Common people practice loving kindness in their own personal interest. 

They seek a reward by making gifts. 

[94b]The Buddha, in his great loving kindness, has no such goal. 

Fie is as beneficent towards his enemies as towards his friends. 

5. Furthermore, he is called mahasattva because he must preach the Dharma and destroy the great wrong 
views ( mithyadrsti ) and the afflictions ( klesa ), such as great craving (mahatrsna), pride ( abhimana ), great 
attachment to the self ( atmasneha ), etc., in all others as well as in himself. 

6. Finally, like the great ocean ( mahasamudra ), beings ( sattva ) are without beginning and without end 
(i apurvamadhyacarama ). A skillful teacher of arithmetic ( ganandcdrya ) who would keep track for 
numberless years would not reach the end of them. This is what the Buddha said to the bodhisattva Wou 
tsin yi (Aksayamati): "If all the universes ( lokadhdtu ) of the ten directions to the ends of space (dkasa) 


516 'Mahasattva' refers to the altruistic virtues of the Bodhisattva, whereas the word 'bodhisattva' indicates rather his 
personal qualities. At least this is the most current interpretation; cf. Aloka, p. 22: bodhciu sarvadharmasaktatayam 
svarthasampadi sattvam abhiprayo yesam te bodhisattvah. sravaka api syur evam ity aha: mahasattva iti. mahatydm 
pararthasampadi sattvam yesam te mahasattvah. mahasattvam canyatha 'pi tlrthikasadhujanavat syad iti 
bodhisattvagrahanam. - The epithet 'mahasattva' is rendered in Tibetan as sems dpah chen po "Great hero of mind", and 
in Chinese as Ta che "Great hero", Ta tschong cheng or Ta yeou ts'ing "Great being". Other definitions in Hobogirin, 
Mahasatsu, p. 141-142. 
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formed a single body of water, and innumerable and incalculable beings came, each with a hair, and took 
away one drop of it, there would still remain an incalculable number of beings. If by thus removing a drop 
on the end of a hair they succeeded in completely emptying this great body of water, the number of beings 
would still not be exhausted." This is why the number of beings is limitless ( ananta ), immense 
(apramdna ), incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and inconceivable (acintya)P ' 7 The [bodhisattva] wishes to save 
them all, free them all from suffering and establish them all in the happiness of unconditioned safety 
(i ascimskrtayogaksemasukha ). He is called mahasattva because he has made this great resolution to save 
these numerous beings. 

Thus, Ngeou cho na yeou p'o yi (Asa, the upasika) ^^said to the bodhisattva Siu ta na (Sudhana) in the 
Pou k’o sseu yi king (Acintyasutra):^ 19 


517 xhat the number of beings is infinite ( sattakayo ananto) is an old teaching. In his note on Le Buddha eternel, Siddhi, 
p. 807-808, de La Vallee Poussin has brought together a few references: 

Kosa, III, p. 10: Even if no new being were to appear, even if innumerable Buddhas were to make innumerable beings 
attain nirvana, the beings of the innumerable universes would never be exhausted. 

Mahavastu, I, p. xxxiii: But, Kasyapa objects, if so many Buddhas exist and a single one leads an infinite number of 
creatures to nirvana, soon they would lead all beings there. Katyayana answers by means of the immense number of 
prthagjanas which exist following the statement of the Buddha. 

Cheou tchang louen, T 1657, p. 505b: Each of the Bhagavats who appear in the world lead an incalculable number of 
beings to nirvana. Nevertheless, beings are not exhausted because they are infinite, like space. This is the teaching of the 
bodhisattva Vasubandhu. 

518 The name of this upasika, Asa 'Hope' in the original Sanskrit, is transliterated in a bizarre fashion in all the Chinese 
translations. There is Ngeou cho na (85 and 11; 135 and 2; 163 and 4) in the Mpps, k. 4, p. 94bl4. - Hieou cho (9 and 4; 
64 and 8) in T 278, k. 47, p.697c7, and in T 279, k. 63, p. 342c21-22. - Yi cho na (9 and 4; 135 and 2; 163 and 4) in T 
293, k. 7, p. 693b21. 

Sudhana was addressed by Sagarasvaja in the following words: 

a. Gandavyuha, p. 99: gaccha kulaputrehaiva .... bodhisattvacaryaydm siksitavyam. - Go, then, O son of noble family! 
Here in the Dakhan there is a region called Samudravetadi where there is a park called Samanatavyuha, east of the city of 
Mahaprabha; there dwells the Buddhist laywoman, Asa, the wife of prince Suprabha. Go and find her and ask her how the 
bodhisattva should exert himself in the practice of the bodhisattva. 

Instead of Samudravetadi, Mitra, Nep. Buddh. Lit., p. 91, reads Samudravelatl ‘Shore of the Ocean'. 

b. T 278, k. 47, p. 697c: Here in the Dekhan, there is a region called Hai tch'ao (85 and 7; 85 and 12: 'Flow of the 
Ocean'), where there is a park ( udyana ) called P'ou tchouang yen (Samantavyuha); it is there that the upasika called 
Hieou cho (9 and 8; Asa ?) lives. Go and find her and ask her, etc. 

d. T 293, k. 7, p. 693b: Go south from here. You will come to the region of Hai tch'ao (85 and 7; 85 and 12; Flow of the 
Ocean). It has a large city called Yuan man kouang (41 and 10; 85 and 11; 10 and 4): Mahaprabha). That city has a king 
called Miao yuan kouang (38 and 4; 31 and 10; 10 and 4: Supraprabha). East of this city there is a park called P'ou 
tchouang yen (Samantavyuha). The king has a wife called Yi cho na (9 and 4; 135 and 2; 163 and 4: (Asa ?): she is an 
upasika, she lives in this forest and is engaged in the practices of a bodhisattva. Go there and find her and ask her, etc. 

519 Acintyasutra, i.e., the Gandavyuhasutra, a section of the Avatamsaka. The passage quoted here occurs: i) in the 
Sanskrit text of the Gandavyuha, ed D. T. Suzuki-H. Idzumi, Kyoto, 1934-1936, p. 195-110; ii) in the version by 
Buddhabhadra, T 278, k. 47, p. 698c25 sq.; iii) in the version by Sisananda, T 279, k. 64, p. 344b3 sq.; iv) in the version 
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"The bodhisattva-mahasattvas do not produce the thought of supreme perfect enlightenment to save just 
one man alone ( na khalv ekasamdharanatayd bodhisattvdndm mahdsattvdndm anuttardyam 
samyaksambodhau cittam utpadyate). Nor to save just two, three, etc., up to ten. Nor to save just 100 (po = 
sata), 1,000 ( ts'ien = sahasra), 10,000 (wan = prabheda), 100,000 (che wan = laksha), 1,000,000 (po wan = 
atilaksa), 10,000,000 (yi = koti), 100,000,000 (che yi = madhya), 1,000,000,000 (po yi = ayuta), 
10,000,000,000 (ts'ien yi = mahayuta), 100,000,000,000 (wan yi = nayuta)... [and so on, each term ten 
times as great as the preceding, up to the 122nd term of the series 1, 10, 100, 1,000... called anabhilapya- 
anabhilapya and equal to 1 followed by 121 zeros]. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save a number of beings equal to that of the atoms 
(paramdnu ) contained in one country, or in two or three up to ten, or one hundred, a thousand, ten 
thousand, one koti, one ayuta, one nayuta up to anabhildpydnabhildpya countries. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save a number of beings equal to that of the atoms 
contained in Jambudvipa, or in GodanTya, Uttarakuru and Purvavbideha. 

[95a] They do not produce the thought of bodhi just to save the number of beings equal to that of the 
atoms contained in one sahasra-cudika-lokadhatu (small chiliocosm), or in one dvisahasra-madhyama- 
lokadhatu (dichiliocosm, medium universe), or in one trisahasra-mahasaharsra-lokadhmatu 
(trichiliomegachiliocosm), or in two, three, up to ten, a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand, one koti, one 
ayuta, one nayuta and up to anabhildpydnabhildpya trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi in order to serve and honor (pujopasthdnatd ) just one Buddha, 
or a number of Buddhas equal to that of the number of atoms contained in one country, or even a number 
of Buddhas equal to that of the atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of 
trisahasramahmasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to purify just one single buddhafield 
(ekabuddhaksetraparisodhana) or even a number of buddhaksetras equal to that of the number of atoms 
contained in anabhildpydnabhildpya number of trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to assure just one single teaching of the Buddha 
(ekatathdgatasdsanasamdhdrana) or even a number of tathdgatasdsana equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to prevent the cessation of one single lineage of Buddhas 
(ekabuddhavamsachedandvarana), or even that of a number of buddhavamsa equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to know in detail just one single vow of Buddha 
(ekabuddhapranidhdnavibhaktiparijnd), or even a number of buddhapranidhdna equal to that of the atoms 
contained in an anabhildynabhilpya of tris.... 


of Prajna, T 293„ k. 8, p. 695c sq. The quotation of the Mpps does not reproduce any of these four versions exactly. The 
long list of numbers has been abridged in the three Chinese versions; that of the Sanskrit text does not correspond exactly 
with the list found here. The Mpps thus uses a special version of the Gandavyuha which has not come down to us. 
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They do not produce the thought of bodhi to adorn one single buddhafield 
(i ekabuddhaksetravyuhavatarana ), or even a number of buddhaksetra equal to that of the atoms contained 
in an anabhildpydnabhildpya of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to know in detail one single Buddha assembly 
(ekabuddhaparsanmandalavibhaktyavatarana), or even a number of buddhaparsanmandala equal to that 
of the atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabjildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to remember one single preaching of the Buddha 
(ekatathdgatadharmacakrasamdhdrana ), or even a number of tathdgatadharmacakra s equal to that of the 
atoms contained in an anabhildpydnabhildpya number of tris.... 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi to cognize (avatarana)^® the thoughts of one single being 
(ekasattvacitta), or the faculties of one single being ( ekasattvendriya ), or the succession of the cosmic 
periods ( kalpaparampard ) in one single trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 

They do not produce the thought of bodhi in order to destroy the afflictions of just one single being [95b] 
(i ekasattvaklesasamuccheda ), or even the klesas of a number of beings equal to the atoms contained in an 
anabhildpydnabhildpya number of trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 

But here are the aspirations (pranidhdna ) of the bodhisattva-mahasattvas. The bodhisattvas produce the 
thought of bodhi and realize supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) [for the following 
ten purposes]: 

1) in order to convert the beings of the ten directions (anavasesasarvasattvavinaydya), 

2) in order to serve and honor all the Buddhas of the ten directions 

(anavasesasai'vabuddhaksetraparisodandya), 

3) in order to purify all the buddha fields of the ten directions 

( anavasesasarvabuddhakhetraparisodhandya ), 

4) In order to retain firmly all the teachings of the Buddhas of the ten directions 

(anavasesabuddhasdsanasamdhdrandya), 

5) in order to know in detail all the buddha fields ( sarvabuddhaksetrabhaktyavatandya ), 

6) in order to know in depth all the buddha assemblies ( sarvabuddhaparsanmandaldvatarandya ), 

7) in order to know in detail the minds of all beings ( sarvacittdvagdhanatdyai ), 

8) in order to cut through the afflictions of all beings (, sarvasattvaklesasamuccheddya ), 

9) in order to know in depth the faculties of all beings (sarvasattvendritavataranardyai). 

These headings are the main ones ( pramukha ); they summarize the hundred, thousand, ten thousand, ten 
millions of asamkhyeya rules relating to the Path ( mdrgadhannapaiydya ) which the bodhisattva must 


Monier-Williams: avatarana = descending, translation. 
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know and penetrate. By means of this wisdom ( prajna ) and knowledge (j nana) the bodhisattvas adorn all 
the buddha fields." 

Asa [also] said: " O son of noble family ( kulaputra ), thus would I like to have a universe ( lokadhatu ) 
where all beings are completely pure ( visudda ) and where all the afflictions ( klesa ) are cut through 
(, samucchinna )." 

Sudhana asked: "What is deliverance ( vimoksa )?" 

Asa answered: "It is the banner of freedom-from-grief and of safety ( asokayogaksemadhvaja ). I know this 
single gate of deliverance ( ekavimoksamukha ), but I am unable to understand these bodhisattvas; their 
great mind is like the ocean for they are in possession of all the buddhadharmas ( ete bodhisattvah 
sagarasamacittah sarvabuddhadharmasampraticchanataya); their mind is unshakeable like Mount 
Sumeru ( merukalpdcalacittdh ); they are like the king of physicians for they are able to cure all [the 
sicknesses] of the afflictions ( bhaisajardjopamdh sarvaklesavyadhipramoksanatyd); they are like the sun 
for they are able to scatter all the shadows [of ignorance] ( ddityakalpdh sarvavidyandharavidhamanataya); 
they are like the earth for they are able to support all beings (dharamsamah 
sarvasattvdsrayapratisthanabhutataya); they are like the wind for they can strengthen all beings 
( mdrutasadrsah sarvajagadarthakaranataya ); they are like fire for they can burn away the afflictions of all 
the heretics ( tejokalpdh sarvatirthikaklesadahanatayd)', they are like cloud for they can make the rain of 
Dharma ( meghopamd dharmavarsapravarsanataya ) fall; they are like the moon for the rays of their merits 
light up everything ( candropamah punyarasmibhih sarvalokakaranataya ); they are like Sakradevendra for 
they protect all beings ( sakropamdh sarvajagadaraksapratipannataya). The practices of the bodhisattvas 
( bodhisattvacaiyd ) are very profound ( gambhira ); how could I be know them all?" 




The bodhisattvas are called mahasattva because they make the great vow ( mahapranidhana ), because they 
want to do the great work and because they want to arrive at the great place. 

Finally, in the Mahaprajnaparamitasutra, [in the chapter entitled] Mo ho sa to sicmg (Mahasattvalaksana), 
521 the Buddha himself said that such and such characteristics are the characteristics of the mahasattvas; 
and the great disciples such as Cho li fou (Sariputra), Siu p'ou t'i (Subhuti), Fou leou na (Purna), etc., each 
have spoken about this chapter, therefore it was necessary to give it frilly here. 


521 This chapter dedicated to 'Characteristics of the Mahasattva' is part of the Pancavimsati. It is called 
Sarvasattvagratacittaparivarta in the Sanskrit text (ed. N. Dutt, p. 169-172); - Mo ho sa p'in (Mahasattvaparivarta) in 
Moksala's version, T 221, chap. XV, k. 3, p. 19c-20a; - Mo ho sa p'in (Mahasattvaparivarta) in Dhannaraksa's version, T 
222, chap. XI, k. 5, p. 178-181; - Kin kangp'in (Vajraparivarta) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, chap. XIII, k. 4, p. 243b- 
244a. 
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CHAPTER X: THE QUALITIES OF THE BODHISATTVAS 


Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4; Satasahasrika, p. 4-5): 

Bodhisattvaih sardham sarvair (1) dharampratilabdhaih (2) samadhipratilabdhaih sunyatd- 
nimittapranihitagocaraih (3) samatdksdntipratilabdhair (4) asangadharantpratilabdhair (5) pancabhijnair 
(6) ddeyavacanair (7) akusfdair (8) apagataldbhayasascittair (9) niramisadharmadesakair (10) 
gambhiradharmaksantiparamgatair (11) vaisaradyapraptair (12) marakarmasamatikrantaih (13) 
karmavaranapratiprasrabdhaih (14) pratityasamutpannadharmanirdesakusalair 

(15) asamkhyeyakalpapranidhanasusamdrabdhaih (16) smitamukhair purvabhilapibhir (17) 
mahdparsanmadhye vaisaradyasamanvagatair (18) anantakalpakotidharmanirdesanihsaranakusalaih. 

He was accompanied by bodhisattvas who possessed the dharanis, who coursed in the concentrations of 
emptiness, signlessness and wishlessness^^, w ho possessed the equalities and the patiences, who had 
acquired the unhindered dharanis, who possessed the five superknowledges, who had words worthy of 
faith, who were without laziness, who had rejected covetousness and ambition, who preached the doctrine 
with disinterest, who had crossed over to the other shore of the acceptance of the profound dharmas, who 
had attained the fearlessnesses, who had gone beyond the works of Mara, who were freed of the action 
obstacle, who were skilled in teaching dependent origination, who had formulated their vows for 
incalculable periods; they spoke with smiling faces; in the great assembly, they were endowed with the 
fearlessnesses; for innumerable kotis of kalpas, they were skilled in preaching the Dharma and in 
surpassing. 

1. DHARANIPRATILABDHA 

[95c] Sutra\ All these bodhisattvas possessed the dharanis, coursed in the concentrations of emptiness, 
signlessness and wishlessness, possessed the equalities and the patiences. ( Sai’vair dharampratilabdhaih 
sunyatanimittapranihitasamadhigocaraih ). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does the sutra then praise the bodhisattva-mahasattvas by means of these three 
points? 

Answer. - 1. In order to emphasize the real qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattvas, the sutra must praise them. 
It praises that in which one ought to have faith in order that one may believe in it. It praises the 
bodhisattvas because all beings do not believe in their profound ( gambhira ) and pure ( visuddha ) qualities. 

2. Furthermore, in the beginning the sutra mentioned the bodhisattva-mahasattvas because they possessed 
the dharanis, the concentrations ( samddhi ), the patiences ( ksdnti ) and the other qualities (guna). 


5“ This is the usual translation for apranihita. Monier-Williams gives for pranihita : 'directed towards, committed, 
resolved, detennined, fixed upon, intent upon, one who has his thoughts concentrated on one point', etc. 
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Question. - We understand the reason for the order followed here, but what is it that is called a dharani? 
What is a dharani? 

Answer. - 1. In the Ts'in language, dharani means 'capable of holding' ( dhdrana ) or 'capable of preventing' 
( vidharana ). 

a. 'Capable of holding': Joining all sorts of good dharmas ( kusaladharma ), dharani 'holds' them ( dharayati) 
so that they are not dispersed or lost.523 ft j s like a good vessel ( bhdjana ) filled with water from which the 
water does not leak out. 

b. 'Capable of preventing': Detesting the roots of evil ( akusalamula ), dharani prevents them ( vidharayati) 
from arising. It prevents the committing of evil by those who would want to commit it. That is what is 
called dharani. 

This dharani is associated with mind (cittasamprayukta) or dissociated from mind ( cittaviprayukta ), impure 
(sdsrava) or pure (andsrava), nonmaterial ( drupya ), invisible ( anidarsana ), not offering resistance 
( apratigha ); it is contained in one element ( dhdtu ), one basis of consciousness ( dyatana ) and one aggregate 
(skandha), namely, dharmadhatu, dharmayatana and samskaraskandha.524 

Nine knowledges (jndna) cognize it [Note: it is outside the knowledge of destruction of the afflictions 
(ksayajndna)]. One single consciousness ( vijndna ) is aware of it [Note: the mental consciousness 
( manovijndna )]. According to the Abhidharma, this is the definition of dharani. 

2. Furthermore, the bodhisattva who possesses dharani, ( smrtibala ) is able to retain and not forget all the 
teachings that he has heard ( srutadharma ) by the power of his memory,. 

3. Furthermore, dharani accompanies the bodhisattva always. Like a chronic fever, it never leaves him; like 
a ghost, it always follows him. It is like the good and the bad disciplines ( samvara ). 

[96a] 4. Furthermore, dharani prevents the bodhisattva from falling into the two chasms of the earth. It is 
like the kind father who rescues his son as he is about to fall into a ditch. 

5. Finally, when the bodhisattva has the power of the dharanls, neither king Mara, his family nor his 
warriors can unsettle him, destroy or conquer him. He is like Mount Sumeru which the worldly wind 
cannot shake. 

Question. - How many types of dharani are there? 

Answer. - There are many types:^5 


523 cf. Lalitavistara, P. 35: dharanipratilambho dharmalokamukham sarvabuddhabhasitadharanatayai samvartate. 

For these categories, see Kosa, I, p. 30. 

525 Among the various types of dharani, we may note: 

a. Mahadharmadharanl, Siddhi, p. 613-614. 

b. Sruta-, vibhajyajnana- and ghosapravesadharanis hilly defined here and to which the Mpps will return at k. 28, p. 268. 

c. Dharma-, artha-, mantra- and ksantilabhadharanls in Bodh. bhumi, p. 272-273. 

d. The twelve dharanls of the Mahavyutpatti, no. 747-758. 
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1) The first is called srutadharadharam. The person who possesses this dharani never forgets the words 
and the teachings that he has heard with his ears. 

2) There is also the vibhajyajnanadharanT. The person who possesses it knows in detail the qualities of 
beings, how tall they are or how short they are, how beautiful or how ugly they are. A stanza says: 

Among elephants, horses and metals 

Among wood, stones and garments, 

Among men, women, and waters. 

There are all kinds of differences. 

Individuals [of the same species] bear the same name 

But their values differ. 

The person who possesses this dharani 

Can always distinguish them. 

3) Finally there is the ghosapravesadhdram. The bodhisattva who possesses it hears all kinds of words and 
neither rejoices nor is irritated by sounds. For kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
(,ganganadfvdlukopamakalpa ) all beings may slander him and abuse him, but he would feel no irritation. 

Question. - The impurities ( asrava ) are not destroyed ( ksfna ) in the bodhisattva: how then can he withstand 
this evil treatment for kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 

Answer. - 1) We have said that here it is a matter of the bodhisattva who has acquired this dharani [and not 
of all bodhisattvas indiscriminately]. 

2) Furthermore, although he has not destroyed his impurities, the bodhisattva possesses great wisdom 
(mahdjndna), keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and is able to be attentive ( manasikara ). Fie chases away any 
angry thought by saying to himself: "If my ear (s rotendriyd) did not perceive sounds at such a great 
distance, to whom would these insult reach?" 

3) Moreover, if he hears insults, he passes them by. Who would be irritated by what he does not 
distinguish? It is the ordinary person ( prthagjana ) who is attached to the self and who develops hatred 
(dvesa ) by distinguishing 'yes' and 'no'. 

4) Moreover, the person who knows that words perish as soon as they arise ( jdtamdtrd nirudyante) and that 
'before' and 'after' are not joined, feels no anger. He knows that dharmas have no inner guide; [under these 
conditions] who insults, who is irritated? 

The person who hears various words from different sides [considers] some as good and others as bad. But 
if good and bad are indeterminate ( aniyata ), one does not get irritated when one is insulted. The person 
who knows that words are indeterminate (i.e., neither good nor bad) feels neither anger nor joy. If his 
friends insult him, he is not angry insulted though he may be; but if his enemies slander him, he feels 
animosity. If he has to undergo wind or rain, he goes back into his house or takes his coat; if the ground is 
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thorny, he puts on his shoes; if it is very cold, [96b] he makes a fire; when it is hot, he looks for water. He 
looks for a remedy ( pratikara ) for all these troubles without getting irritated about them. [The bodhisattva] 
acts in the same way with regard to insults and nastiness. It is only by loving-kindness ( maitri) and 
compassion {koruna) that he puts an end to them; he never experiences anger. 

5) Furthermore, the bodhisattva knows that all dharmas are non-arising ( anutpanna ), unceasing 
(aniruddha) and empty of self-nature (s vabhavasunya). If anyone hates him, insults him, strikes or kills 
him, he considers that as a dream ( svapna ), as a [magical] metamorphosis ( nirmdna ): "Who then gets 
angry, who is insulting?" 

6) Finally, if, during kalpas as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( gangdnadivalukopamakalpa ), beings 
praise him and offer him robes ( civara ), food ( dhdra ), flowers (puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ) and necklaces 
(, keyiira ), the bodhisattva who has acquired this dharanl (read t'o lo ni instead of jen ) feels no emotion, no 
joy, no attachment. 

Question. - Now we know all the reasons why the bodhisattva does not get angry [when he is insulted], but 
we do not know why he feels no joy ( muditd ) when his qualities ( guna ) are praised. 

Answer. - 1) The bodhisattva knows that all offerings and all tributes ( satkdra ) are transitory ( anitya ). If 
today there are reasons why people come to praise and honor him, tomorrow there will be others who will 
expose him to hatred, blows and death. This is why he is not joyful [when he is praised]. 

2) Furthermore, the bodhisattva says to himself: "They come to praise and honor me because I have 
qualities (guna) and wisdom ( prajnd ). It is my qualities and not my person that they praise. Why should I 
be joyful?" 

3) Furthermore, "If this person praises my activity ( kdritra ) and my qualities (guna), it is out of desire for a 
reward (phalavipdka) rather than out of admiration for me. Thus, when a man plants seed-grain, waters it 
and cultivates it, the earth feels no joy." 

4) "If someone honors me and I welcome him joyfully, my merit (punya) will be slight and his also will be 
of little value." This is why he does not rejoice. 

5) Finally, the bodhisattva considers all dharmas as a dream (svapna) or an echo (pratisrutka). He asks 
himself: " Who is praising me? Who is rejoicing? I have not found deliverance (vimoksa) in the threefold 
world (tridhdtuka); my impurities (dsrava) have not been destroyed (ksfna); I have not attained 
Buddhahood. Why should I rejoice in obtaining praise? If anyone should rejoice, it is only the Buddha, the 
unique man (eka pudgala), for all qualities (guna) are perfected (paripurna) in him." This is why the 
bodhisattva feels no joy in receiving all sorts of praise, tribute or offerings. 

These are the characteristics of the ghosapravesadhdram. There are yet other dharams: 

Tsi mie t'o lo ni (santidharanT), Wou pien t'o lo ni (anantadharanT), Souei ti kouan t'o lo ni 
(bhumyanupasyanadharam), Wei to t'o lo ni (anubhavadharam), Houa yen t'o lo ni 

(padmavyuhadharanf), Yin tsing t'o lo ni (gosaparisuddhidharam), Hiu k'ong tsang t'o lo ni 
(gaganagarbhadharam), Hai tsang t'o lo ni (sagaragarbhadharam). Fen pie tchou fa ti t'o lo ni 
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(sarvadharmabhumiprabhedadharam), Ming tschou fa yi t'o lo ni (sarvadharmarthalokadharam)526 and so 


on. 

In all (samdstah), there are five hundred dharanls. If they were all described in detail, it would be endless. 
That is why it is said that the bodhisattvas have acquired the dharanls ( dharampratilabdha ). 


2. SAMADHIGOCARA 

The three concentrations ( samadhi ) are those of emptiness ( sunyata ), wishlessness (, apranihita ) and 
signlessness ( dnimitta ).^27 

1) Some say: Sunyata is seeing that the five aggregates ( skandha ) are not the self ( andtman ) and do not 
belong to the self ( andtmya ). - Apranihita is, within the sunyatasamddhi, not producing the three poisons 
(trivisa , namely, passion, aggression and ignorance) in the future.528 _ Animitta has for its object 
(i dlambana ) the dharma free of the following ten marks (, dasanimittarahita ): a) the five dusts (rajas, 
namely, color, sound, smell, taste and touch); b) male and female; c) arising (utpdda), continuance ( sthiti), 
cessation (bhahga). 

2) Others say: Sunyatasamddhi is the concentration in which one knows that the true nature of all dharmas 
(sarvadharmasatyalaksana) is absolutely empty (atyantasunya). - When one knows this emptiness, there is 
apranidhdna. 

What is apranidhdna ? It is not considering dharmas to be empty ( sunya ) or non-empty ( asunya ), existent 
(sat) or non-existent (asat), etc. The Buddha said in a stanza from the Fa kin (Dharmapada): 

When one considers existence, one is afraid; 

When one considers non-existence, one is also afraid. 

This is why one should not be attached to existence 


526 Except for the ananta- and the padmavyuhadharam cited in the Mahavyutpatti, no. 751 and 753, the restoration of 
the Sanskrit terms is conjectural. 

527 The three samadhis are not always cited in the same order or defined in the same way: 

i) The Pali sources have sunnato samadhi, animitto samadhi, appanihito samadhi : Vinaya, III, p. 93; Dlgha, III, p. 219; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 360; Milinda, p. 337. Definitions in AtthasalinI, p. 179 sq. - Same order in Kosa, VIII, p. 184. 

ii) Sunyatasamddhi, apranihitasamadhi, animmittasamadhi in most of the Sanskrit and Chinese sources: Tch'ang a han, T 
1 (no. 9), k. 8, p. 50b; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 16, p. 630b; P'i p'o cha. T 1545, k. 104, p. 538a; Sutralamkara, XVIII, 77, 
ed. Levi, p. 148; Bodh. bhumi, p. 276, which has good definitions. 

528 j n sunyatasamddhi, one knows that whatever is conditioned (s amskrta) is not the self, does not belong to the self, that 
it is empty (sunya) without self nature (svabhdvavena virahita). As a result, in the next samadhi, the apranihitasamadhi, 
one does not form either pranidhana or apranidhdna towards them or, in the words of the Mpps, one does not feel 
passion (rdga), aggression (dvesa) or ignorance (moha) towards them. Apranihita thus consists of not producing the three 
poisons towards future conditioned phenomena. Cf. the definition of Bodh. bhumi, p. 276: apranihitasamadhih katamah. 
iha bodhisattvasya .... ity ucyate. 
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Or to non-existence. 


This is aparanihitascimadhi. 

What is dnimittasamddhf! All dharmas are free of marks ( animitta ). Not accepting them, not adhering to 
them is dnimittasamddhi. A stanza says: 

When words ( vdda ) are stopped 

The functioning of the mind ( cittapravrtti ) also ceases. 

This is non-arising ( anutpdda ), non-cessation ( anirodha ) 

The similarity with nirvana. 

3) Furthermore, siinyata is the eighteen emptinesses ( astadasasunyatd ).^29 . Apranihitasamadhi is not 
searching for any kind of bhdva or existence. (Note: the five gatis, upapattibhava, purvakalabhava, 
maranabhava, antardbhava and karmabhava; cf. Kosa, III, p. 117). - Animittasamadhi is suppressing all 
the marks of the dharmas ( sarvadharmanimitta ) and not paying attention to them ( amanasikdra ). 

Question. - There are dhydnas and attainments ( samdpatti) of all sorts. Why talk here only about these 
three concentrations ( samddhi )? 

Answer. - In these three samadhis, the attentiveness ( manasikdra ) is close to nirvana; as a result, the mind 
of the person is neither too high nor too low, but evened out ( sama ) and motionless (cicala). This is not the 
case in other states [of mind]. This is why we speak here only of these three samadhis. In the other 
samapattis, sometimes it is desire ( kdma ) that predominates, sometimes pride (mana), sometimes wrong 
views (i drsti ); but in these three samadhis, it is the absolute ( paramdrtha ), the true reality ( bhutdrtha ), the 
ability to attain the gates of nirvana. This is why, among all the dhyanas and samapattis, these three 
emptinesses are the three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) and are also called the three samadhis, for 
these three samadhis are the true samadhi. The other samapattis also have the name 'samapatti'. Moreover, 
except for the four principal dhyanas ( mauladhydna ), the concentrations from the andgamya up to the 
bhavdgra [97a] are called samapatti and also samadhi, but not dhyana. As for the four dhyanas, they are 
called samapatti or also dhyana or also samadhi. The other concentrations as well are called samapatti or 
also samadhi: for example, the four apramanas, the four drupyasamdpattis , the four pratisamvids, the six 
abhijiids, the eight vimoksas, the eight abhibhvdyatanas, the nine anupurvasamdpattis, the ten 
krtsndyatanas and the other samapattidharmas. 

Some say that there are twenty-three kinds of samadhi; others say sixty-five, still others say five hundred. 
But as the Mahayana is great, there are innumerable samadhis, such as: 

Pien fa sing tchouang yen san mei, Neng tchao yi ts'ie san che fa to san mei, Pou fen pie tche kouan fa sing 
ti san mei, Jon won ti fo fa san mei, Jou bin k'ong wou ti won pien tchao san mei, Jou lai li hung kouan san 
mei. Fo wou wei tchouang yen li p'in chen san mei, Fa sing men siuan tsang san mei, 


529 n s t and definition of the 18 sunyatas in Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 24, 195-198; commentary in Mpps, k. 31, p. 
285b-296b. 
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Yi ts'ie che kiai wou ngai tchouang yen pien yue san mei, Pien tchouang yen fa yun kouang san mei. 

The bodhisattva acquires innumerable samadhis of this kind. 

Furthermore, in the Prajnaparamita, in the Mo ho yen yi chapter (Mahayanartha)^^®, the 108 samadhis are 
enumerated as a whole (samdsatah: the first is the Hiu k'ong pou tche pou jan san mei 
(Suramgamasamadhi) and the last is the Hiu k'ong pou tche pou jan san mei 
(Akasasangavimuktinirupalepasamadhi). If they were to be enumerated in detail, there are innumerable 
samadhis. This is why the sutra says that the bodhisattvas have acquired the concentrations 
(samadhipratilabdha ) and course in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness 

( sunyatapranihitanimittagocara ). 

Question. - The sutra says first of all that the bodhisattvas have obtained the concentrations ( samddhi- 
pratilabdha); why does it then say that they course in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness 
(sunyatapranihitanimittagocara )? [Is that not a tautology?] 

Answer. - First the sutra speaks about samadhi but says nothing about its characteristics. Now it wants to 
speak about its characteristics and it enumerates emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness. When someone 
courses in emptiness, wishlessness and signlessness, it can be said that they have acquired the true 
samadhis ( bhutalaksanasamddhi ). Some stanzas say: 


He who observes the purity of the precepts ( silavisuddhi ) 
Is called a true bhiksu. 

He who contemplates emptiness ( sunyatd) 

Has truly obtained the samadhis. 

He who demonstrates zeal ( viiya ) 

Is called a true devotee. 

He who has attained nirvana 
Is called truly blessed. 


3. SAMATAKSANTIPRATILABDHA 


530 xhis chapter, dedicated to the Meaning of the Mahayana and where the 108 samadhis are enumerated, is part of the 
Pancavimsati. It is entitled Mo ho yen p'in (Mahayanaparivarta) in Moksala's version, T 221, chap. XIX, k. 4, p. 22c-24c; 
- San mei p'in (Samadhiparivarta) in Dharmaraksa's version T 222, chap. XVI, k. 6, p. 188c-193a; - Wen tch'eng 
(Yanapariprccha) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, XVIII, k. 5, p. 250a-253b. - A Sanskrit list of the 108 samadhis occurs 
in the Pancavimsati,. ed. N. Dutt, p. 142-144; Mahavyutpatti, no. 506-623. 
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The bodhisattvas have acquired the equalities (samata)-’^ ' and the patiences ( ksanti ). 

Question. - What are the equalities and what are the patiences? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of equalities ( samatd ): equality toward beings ( sattvasamatd ) and equality 
toward dharmas ( dharmasamatd ).^32 There are also two types of patiences (ksanti), patience towards 
beings ( sattvaksdnti) and patience towards dharmas ( dharmaksanti ). 

1) What is sattvasamatd ? This is to share one's thoughts ( citta ), memories (smrti), affection (anunaya) and 
benefits ( arthakriyd ) equally with all beings. 

Question. - By the power of loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) one grants an equal part in 
one's memories to all beings, but one cannot consider all in the same way. Why? 

[97b] The bodhisattva follows the path of truth (satyamarga), is free of error ( viparydsa ) and is in accord 
with the nature of phenomena (, dharmalaksana ). How could he consider the good person and the evil 
person, the great man and the small man, a human and an animal ( tiryanc ), as identical (eka) and equal 
(samap. In the evil person there is really an evil nature (, akusalalaksana ); in the good person there is truly a 
good nature ( kusalalaksana ); the same for the great man and the small man. The specific nature of the cow 
(golaksana) occurs in the cow and that of the horse (asvalaksana) occurs in the horse. The specific nature 
of the cow does not occur in the horse and that of the horse does not occur in the cow, for the horse is not 
the cow. Each being has its own specific nature. Would not the bodhisattva be making a mistake in 
considering all as identical and equal? 

Answer. - If the good nature and the evil nature truly existed, the bodhisattva would be making a mistake 
[in confusing the good person and the evil person], for he would be misconstruing the nature of dharmas 
(dharmalaksana). But phenomena are non-real: the good nature is not real, the evil nature is neither many 
nor rare. That which is not a human is not an animal. [Among phenomena] there is neither identity (ekatva) 
nor difference (prthaktva). This is why your objection is not valid. Some stanzas define the nature of 
dharmas as follows: 

Non-arisen (anutpanna), non-destroyed (aniruddha). 

Unceasing (anucchinna), non-eternal (asasvata). 

Neither identical (eka) nor different (anya), 

Without coming or going, 

Dharmas resulting from causes (pratftyasamutpanna) 

Escape from all vain prolixity (prapanca ). 

The Buddha is able to define them; 


531 p Qr t [ le e q Ua iities, see Hobogirin, Byfidfi, p. 270-276. 

532 Sattvasamatd and dharmasamatd are well described in Bodh, bhumi, p. 286: bodhisattvo 'nukampdsahagatena 
cittena samacitto ....cetasa sarvasattvesu samacitto viharati. 
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I pay homage to him. 

Furthermore, in regard to beings, [the bodhisattva] is not attached ( ndbhinivisate ) to a nature (, laksana ) of 
any kind of nature; beings are empty of characteristics ( laksanasunya ); from this point of view, they are 
identical ( eka ), equal ( sama ), without difference ( ananya ). Seeing this is s attvasamatd. The person who 
maintains an unfettered equality of mind ( cittasamata ) toward them enters directly into the absence of 
regression (, avinivartana ); he is called samataksdntipratilabdha. The bodhisattva who has acquired the 
equalities and the patiences experiences no hatred or anger toward beings. He loves them like a loving 
mother loves her son. A stanza says: 

To consider sounds as echoes ( pratisrutka) 

And bodily actions as reflections ( pratibimba ); 

The person who sees things thus, 

How could he not be patient? 

This is what is called sattvasamataksanti. 

2) What is dharmasamataksantil [The bodhisattva] is established in the doctrine of non-duality 
(i advayadharmaparydya ) and the doctrine of the true nature ( satyalaksanadharmaparydya ) in respect to all 
dharmas, good ( kusala) or bad ( akusala ), impure ( sdsrava ) or pure ( andsrava ), conditioned (samskrta) or 
unconditioned (asamskrta), etc. Then when he has penetrated deeply into the true nature of dharmas 
( dharmanam satyalaksanam), his patience of mind (cittaksdnti) enters directly into the elimination of 
controversy (. nirdvandva ) and the absence of obstacles (, andvarana ). This is what is called 
dharmasamatdksdnti. A stanza says: 

Dharmas are non-arisen ( anutpanna ) and non-destroyed (, aniruddha ), 

Neither unborn nor non-destroyed, 

Both non-arisen and non-destroyed, neither non-arisen nor non-destroyed, 

Both neither non-arisen nor non-destroyed, nor arisen nor destroyed. 

[97c] Those who have acquired deliverance ( vimoksapratilabdha ) [Note: deliverance is the suppression of 
wrong views] reject all vain prolixity ( prapanca ). When the path of discourse ( vddamdrga ) is suppressed 
( samucchinna ), one penetrates deeply into the Buddha's Dharma. The mind is penetrating, free of obstacles 
(i andvarana ), immoveable (cicala) and non-regressing (avinivartana). This is what is called 
anutpattika[dharma]ksdnti. This is why it is said that the bodhisattvas are samataksdntipratilabdha. 


4. ASANGADHARANIPRATILABDHA 

Sutra: These bodhisattvas have obtained the dharam without obstacles (asahgadhdranfpratilabdha). 
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Sastra: Question - The sutra has already said that the bodhisattvas have obtained the dharanls 
(i dharanTpratilabdha ); why does it repeat here that they have obtained the dharam without obstacles 
( asangadharani )? 

Answer. - 1) Because the asangadharani is very important. Just as the samadhi called 'King of Samadhi' is 
the most important of all the samadhis in the way that a king is relative to his subjects; just as the 
'Deliverance without Obstacles' ( asahgavimoksa ) [Note: this is the deliverance acquired when one reaches 
Buddhahood] is the most important of all the vimoksas, so the asangadharani is superior to all the 
dharanls. 

2) Furthermore, the sutra says first that the bodhisattvas have acquired the dharanls, but we do not know 
what kind of dharam. There are small dharanls such as those obtained by the cakravartin kings, the rsls, 
etc.: for example, the srutadharadharanT, the sattvaprabhedadharani, the namahsaranaparityagadharanl. 
Other people can likewise possess the lesser dharanls of this kind. But this asangadharani cannot be 
obtained by heretics ( tfrthika ), sravakas, pratyekabuddhas and [even] the beginning bodhisattvas 
(ddikdnnikabodhisattva). Only the bodhisattvas full of immense merit ( apramdnapunya ), wisdom ( prajha ) 
and great power ( mahdbala ) are able to possess it. That is why it is spoken of separately here. 

3) Finally, these bodhisattvas who have assured their own interest ( anuprdptasvakdrtha ) desire only to 
benefit beings, preach the Dharma to them and convert them ceaselessly. They use this asangadharani as 
basis. This is why the bodhisattvas always practice the asangadharani 


5. PANCABHIJNA 


Sutra\ These bodhisattvas possessed all the five superknowledges ( sarvaihpancabhijhaih). 

Sastra: The five abhijhds are: i) magical power (. rddhi ), ii) the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), iii) the divine ear 
(divyasrotra ), iv) knowledge of others' minds ( paracittajhdna ); v) memory of former lifetimes 
(purvan ivdsdn usmrti ).533 

A. What is rddhi or magical power?534 

1) There are four kinds of gamana or movement:535 /) to go by flying like a bird (yathd sakunih paksi) 
without encountering any obstacles (dvarana);^^ ii) to change distance into proximity 


533 ftig sources for these abhijnas are numerous. See Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. Abhihha; P'i p'o cha, T 1545.p. 727b; 
Kosa, VII, p. 97-126; Mahavyutpatti, np. 202-209; Dharmasamgraha, ch. XX; Pancavimsati. 83-88; Dasabhumika, p. 34- 
37; Madh. avatara, p. 56 (tr. Lav., in Museon, 1907, p. 301); Siksasamuccaya, p. 243; Panjika, p. 428; Sutralamkara, ed. 
Levi, VII, 1;XXI, 48; Bodh. bhumi, p. 58; Uttaratantra, p. 148. 180, 199; A p'i ta mo tsi louen, T 1605,k.7,p. 691b;Ap'i 
ta mo tsa tsi louen, T 1606, k. 14, p. 759c. - Among the works, we may mention: P. Dcmieville, La memoire des 
existences anterieures, BEFEO, XXVII, 1927, p. 283-298; L. de La Vallee Poussin, Le Bouddha et le Abhijna, 1931, p. 
335-342; S. Lindquist, Siddhi und Abhihha, eine Studie liber die klassischen Wunder des Yoga, Uppsala, 1935. 

534 The main source is the Sutra of the Rddhyabhijna, the Pali text of which is in Digha, I, p. 78; Majjhima, I, p. 34; 
Aiiguttara, III, p. 280; and the Sanskrit text in Pancavimsati, p. 83; Kosavyakhya, p. 654; Mahavyutpatti, no. 211-230. 
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(i durasyasanmkarana ) and thus to arrive without going;537 ///) diving and emerging 
(nimajjanaunmajjana); iv) moving in one moment (ekciksanagamana).^^ 

2) Nirmana or creation consists of making small what is large, making large what [98a] is small, 
multiplying what is singular and creating all kinds of objects (dravya). The creations of heretics ( tirthika ) 
do not last longer than seven days whereas the mastery of creation ( nirmanavasita ) of the Buddha and his 
disciples has unlimited duration. 

3) The dryarddhi or noble magical power consists of purifying unpleasant and impure substances 
(apriydvisuddhavastu) constituting the six classes of outer objects ( bdhydyatana ) by means of a glance: 
color, sound, etc., or also making pleasant and pure substances (priyavisuddhavastu ) impure. Only the 
Buddha has this dryarddhi.- ^ 

Rddhyabhijhd is the result of the development ( bhdvand ) of the four bases of miraculous power 
(rddhipada ).^40 Having a material object ( rupdlambana ), rddhipada and abhijnd are produced 
successively and cannot be acquired simultaneously. 

B. Abhijna of the divyacaksus or divine eye. A pure form ( rupaprasdda ) derived from the four great 
elements ( caturmahdbhutabhautika ) that occurs in the eye is called divyacaksus. It is able to see beings 
(sattva) and substances ( dravya) that occur in the six destinies ( sadgati ) of its own level and of lower 
levels. The divine eye is never incapable of distinguishing between a nearby ( samnikrsta ) and a distant 
( viprakrsta ) form ( rupa ), between a coarse ( sthula ) and a subtle ( suksma ) form. 

There are two kinds of divyacaksus , the one that comes from retribution ( vipdkalabdha ) and the one that 
comes from practice ( bhdvanlabdha ). In so far as it makes up part of the five abhijnas, the divyacakusus 
comes from practice and not from retribution. Why? Because it is acquired by continual attentiveness 
(satatamanasikdra) to all types of lights ( dloka ). Furthermore, some say that the bodhisattvas who have 


535 The Kosa knows of only three movements: movement of transport, movement of adhimoksa, rapid movement like the 
mind. 

536 g ee explanations of Visuddhimagga, p. 396. 

53? This is done by the power of resolve ( adhimoksa ). - Patisambhidha, II, p. 209, cited in Visuddhimagga, p. 401: Sace 
so iddhimd cetovasippatto brahmalokam gantukdmo hoti, dure pi santike adhttdti: Transl.: If this magician who has 
acquired mastery of mind wants to go to the world of Brahma, he does adhitthana so that what is far away becomes close 
at hand: “May it be close at hand” and it becomes close. 

538 This displacement rapid as thought ( manojava ) belongs to the Buddha; cf. Kosa, VII, p. 113. 

53? DIgha, III, p. 112, has already distinguished iddhi sasavd sa-upadhikd "no ariyd" (the iddhi of miracles) from iddhi 
asasava anupadhikd "ariyd" which is equanimity (upekkhd). This distinction is repeated in Kosa, VI, p. 285. 

540 Kosa, VII, p. 123, develops this further: Because of a preparatory practice (prayoga ) consisting of meditation on light 
and sound (dloka. sabda) - the practitioner being supported by the dhyanas - in the practitioner's eye and ear (which are of 
kamadhatu) a 'pure rupa' (rupaprasdda, cf. Kosa, I, p. 13), a subtle and excellent substance derived from the great 
elements (bhautika) is caused, having the level of the dhyana that had been used as point of support. This rupa constitutes 
eye and ear; it sees and hears; it constitutes what is called the divine eye, the divine ear. Arising as a result of a substance 
(rupa) of the level of the dhyanas, the organs are divine in the proper sense of the word. 
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acquired acquiescence in the doctrine of non-arising ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ) are not limited to the six 
destinies ( sadgati). It is solely in order to convert beings by virtue of their dharmakaya that they appear in 
the ten directions ( dasadis ). In the bodhisattvas of the threefold world ( tridhdtuka ) who have not yet 
attained the dharmakaya, the divyacakusus results sometimes from practice and sometimes from 
retribution. 

Question. - The qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattvas surpass those of the arhats and the 
pratyekabuddhas. Why praise their divine eye of lesser quality which is shared with ordinary people 
(prthagjana ) and not praise their eye of wisdom ( prajndcaksus ), their Dharma eye ( dharmacaksus ) or their 
Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus )?^41 

Answer. -There are three kinds of gods ( deva ): i) the metaphorical gods ( sammatideva ), ii) the gods by 
birth ( upapattideva), iii) the pure gods (visuddhideva) .^42 The cakravartin kings and other maharajas are 
called sammatideva. The gods of the caturmaharajakayika heaven up to those of the bhavagra are called 
upapattideva. The Buddhas, the dharmakaya bodhisattvas, the pratyekabuddhas and the arhats are called 
visuddhideva. These obtain the divine eye by practice and this is called the divyacaksurabhijnd. This eye of 
the Buddhas, the dharmakaya bodhisattvas and the visuddhidevas, cannot be acquired by ordinary people 
(prthagjana) who lack the five abhijnds, nor can it be acquired by the sravakas and the pratyekabuddhas. 
Why? The lesser arhats see a sahasralokadhatu if their intellect is small, a dvisahasralokadhatu if their 
intellect is great. The higher arhats see a dvisahasralokadhatu if their intellect is small, a trisahasraloka- 
dhatu of their intellect is great. It is the same for the pratyekabuddhas. 343 _ Such is the 
divyacaksurabhijnd. 

C. What is the abhijhd of the divyasrotra, or the divine ear? It is a subtle form ( rupaprasada ) derived from 
the four great material elements ( caturmahdbhutabhautika ) which occurs in the ear and which allows all 
the [98b] sounds ( sabda ) and words of the gods, men and beings in the three unfortunate destinies [the 
hells, the pretas and animals] to be heard. How is the divyasrotrabhijnd obtained? It is obtained by practice 
( bhdvand ), by continually reflecting on all kinds of sounds. Such is the divyasrotrabhijnd. 

D. What is the abhijnd of the purvanivdsdnusmrti, or memory of previous lifetimes? It is the faculty of 
going back in memory over the course of days, months and years as far as the period of the gestation in the 


341 These 'eyes' will be defined below, k. 7, p. 112b. 

342 These three types of gods to which the Mpps will return later, k. 7, p. 112b, have already been mentioned in the 

canonical literature: Cullaniddesa, p. 307; Vibhanga, p. 422: Tayo deva: sammatideva, upapattideva, visuddhideva . 

arahanto vuccanti. 

Later, at k. 22, p. 227c, the Mpps will explain that there are four kinds of gods. "The nominal gods, the gods by birth, the 
gods of purity and the gods of native purity. The nominal gods are, for example, the king who is called T'ien tseu (Son of 
god, or devaputra)." According to Levi, Devaputra, JA, Jan-Mar. 1934, p. 11, this is an allusion to the Kusana dynasty 
whose princes Kaniska, Huviska, Vasudeva, have always taken the title of devaputra. This fact is worth remembering in 
the matter of dating the Mpps. 

343 Kosa, VII, p. 124. The mahasravakas, wishing to see by the divine eye, put forth a great effort, see a dvisahasra 
madhyama lokadhdtu. The pratyekabuddhas see a trisahasra mahdsahasra lokadhdtu. The Buddha bhagavat sees the 
asamkhya lokadhdtu', he sees whatever he wishes. 
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womb and, finally, past existences:^4 one lifetime, ten lifetimes, a hundred, a thousand, ten thousand, a 
koti of lifetimes. The great arhats and pratyekabuddhas can go back over 80,000 great kalpas. The great 
bodhisattvas and the Buddhas know an unlimited ( aparmdna ) number of kalpas. Such is the 
purvanivasanusmrtyabhijna. 

E. What is the abhijna of paracittajnana or knowledge of others' minds? It is knowing if another's mind 
( paracitta ) is stained ( samala ) or stainless ( vimala ). The practitioner first considers [his own mind] in its 
arising ( utpdda ), its duration ( sthiti ) and its destruction ( bhanga ). By ceaselessly reflecting on it 
(satatamanasikdra) he succeeds in discerning in others the signs ( nimitta ) of joy ( muditd ), of hatred 
( dvesa ) and of fear ( bhaya, visdda). Having seen these signs, then he knows the mind.545 This is the first 
gate of the knowledge of others' minds. 

We have finished the explanation of the five abhijnas. 


6. ADEYAVACANA 

Sutra: Their words are worthy of faith ( adeyavacanaih ).546 

Sdstra: The devas, manusyas, nagas, asuras and all great men accord faith to their speech and this is the 
reward ( vipdka ) for their language that is free of frivolity ( asambhinnapraldpa ). The punishment for those 
of frivolous speech^4? is that nobody believes them even if they speak the truth. Some stanzas say: 

They fall among the pretas, 

Flames shoot out of their mouth. 

On all sides, they utter loud cries: 

This is the punishment for their sins of speech. 


They have heard much ( bahusruta) and seen much ( bahudrsta ). 

544 Kosa, VII, p. 103: the practitioner who wishes to remember previous lifetimes begins by seizing the nature ( nimittam 
udgrhya = cittaprakdram paricchidya) of the mind which is about to perish; from this mind, he goes back by considering 
(ntanasikurvan ) the states which immediately succeed one another in the present existence back to the mind at 
conception ( pratisamdhicitta ). When he reaches a moment of mind of the intennediate existence ( antardbhava ), the 
abijna is realized. 

545 Kosa, VII, p. 102: The practitioner who wishes to know others' minds first considers, in his own series, the nature 
(nimitta) of the body and of the mind: "Such is my body, such is my mind." When he has considered his own body and 
his own mind, envisaging in the same way the series of another, he takes into account the nature of the body and the mind 
of another: in this way he knows the mind of another and the abhijna arises. When the abhijna is realized, the practitioner 
no longer considers the body, the riipa; he knows the mind directly. 

546 Adeyavacanata was one of the qualities of Anathapindika; cf. Vinaya, II, p. 158. - This virtue is described in Bodh. 
bhumi, p. 28-29: yatpunah sraddheyo bhavatipratyayitah .... iyatn ucyate adeyavacanata. 

547 F r jy 0 ious speech ( sambhinnapralapa ) is one of the ten akusalakarmapathas; cf. below, k. 8, p. 120b. 
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They preach the Dharma in the great assemblies, 
But as a result of their lack of good faith ( chanda ) 
Nobody believes them. 


The person who desires vast renown (ming wen = yasas ) 

And wishes to believed by people 

Should therefore show straightforwardness 

And avoid frivolous discourse ( sambhinnapraldpa ). 

7. AKUSlDA 

Sutra'. They were without laziness (, akusTdaih ). 

Sdstra: In householders ( grhastha ), laziness ( kausidya ) ruins wealth ( dhana ) and merits ( punya ); among 
monastics ( pravrajita ), it ruins celestial happiness ( svargasukha ) and the bliss of nirvana ( nirvdnasukha ); 
in both, one's good name (yasas) is lost. Even great culprits and great thieves avoid laziness. A stanza says: 

Laziness ruins good minds. 

The shadows of ignorance replace the light of wisdom. 

All good resolutions disappear. 

Great works also are doomed to failure. 

This is why the bodhisattvas are said to be akusfda. 


8. APAGATALABHAYASASCITTA 

Sutra: Apagataldbhayasascittaifr, they have renounced greed ( labhacitta ) and ambition (yasascitta ).^48 

Sdstra : Greed is like a thief; it destroys the root of the qualities ( gunamula ). Just as a heavy frost destroys 
the five grains, so greed and ambition destroy the young shoots (bya) of the qualities (guna) and prevent 
them from prospering. The Buddha made the following comparison ( upamdna ): "Just as a horse-hair rope 


548 There are eight lokadharmas with which a person may be especially preoccupied and which lead to his ruin: gain 
(Icibha) and glory (yasas ) are among them. Cf. DIgha, III, p. 260; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 156 sq.; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 40, 
p. 764b. The canonical scriptures many times note the dangers of gain and honors ( labhasakkdra: cf. Vinaya, II, p. 196; 
Ittivuttaka, p. 73), of gain, honor and fame (labhasakkhdrasiloka: cf. Majjhima, I, p. 192; Samyutta, II, p. 227, 237; 
Anguttara, II, p. 73; II, p. 343, 377). 
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(valarajju ) binds a man, tears his skin ( chavi) and breaks his bones ( asthi), so the [98c] greedy man 
destroys the root of the qualities. "^49 Some stanzas say: 

Those who enter into a forest of sandalwood ( candana ) 

Gather up only leaves (parna); 

Or who go into the seven-jewel mountain ( saptaratnagiri ) 

Collect only crystals ( sphatika ). 

[In the same way], some men having entered into the Buddha’s Dharma 

Do not seek the bliss of nirvana 

But turn back to the pursuit of wealth and honors: 

They are cheating themselves! 


This is why the disciple of the Buddha 

Who wants to taste the taste of ambrosia ( amrtarasa ), 

Must abandon this blend of poison 

And zealously seek the bliss of nirvana. 

Just as a heavy frost 
Destroys the five cereals, 

So the man attached to wealth and pleasures 
Destroys respect (hri) and discipline ( dhuta ). 

From now on in this life, he burns up the roots of good; 
In the next life, he falls into hell. 

Like Devadatta 


549 xhis comparison occurs in Samyutta, II, p. 328, in the Rajjusutta which, error excepted, does not appear in the 
Chinese Tripitaka: Seyyathapi bhikkhave balavd puriso dcilhaya .... atthim chetva citthiminjam ahacca titthati. "If a man 
wraps a strong horse-hair rope around his leg tightly and saws it back and forth, the rope will cut through his skin, flesh, 
muscles and bones successively, and will not stop until it has pierced the marrow; in the same way, gain, honors and 
glory successively cut through the skin, etc." 

This comparison is repeated in the Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no, 41), k. 7, p. 293a, but E. Huber, in his 
translation of the Sutralamkara, has understood it wrongly: "Greed is more terrible than an enemy ... Such is the anguish 
of the rough rope (as note: We do not know what this anguish consists of) that tears the skin, destroys the flesh and bone 
and does not stop before having penetrated the marrow." Mao cheng is not a “rough rope" but a horse-hair rope 
(valarajju) with which limbs are sawed off. 
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Who was lost out of greed. -^0 

This is why the bodhisattvas are said to be apagataldbhayasashcitta. 


9. NIRAMISADHARMADESAKA 

Sutra'. They preached the Dharma disinterestedly ( nirdmisadharmadesakaih ). 

Sdstra: It is out of loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) that they preach the Dharma to 
beings, without greed for robes ( cfvara ), food ( dhdra ), fame ( yasas ) or power (prabhdva ). If they preach 
the Dharma, it is with great loving-kindness and great compassion because their minds (citta ) are pure 
( visuddha ) and because they have attained acquiescence in the doctrine of the non-arising of phenomena 
( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ). Some stanzas say: 

The learned preacher, rational, skillful in speech. 

Who preaches the Dharma well and stimulates people's spirits 

But who transgresses against the doctrine and commits wrongdoings 

Is like a cloud that thunders but cannot produce any rain. 


The accomplished person, learned and wise, 

But reticent, clumsy in speech and not eloquent. 
Cannot reveal the precious treasure of the doctrine: 
He is like a small shower without thunder. 


The undisciplined person without wisdom 
Who preaches badly and lacks good behavior 
Is an evil teacher without shame: 

He is like a little cloud with no thunder and no rain. 


The learned person, wise and eloquent. 

Who preaches the Dharma skillfully and stimulates people's spirits, 
Who observes the doctrine fearlessly with an honest heart, 


550 Dcvadatta is the archetype of those destroyed by their greed and selfish preoccupations. See Anguttara, IV, p. 160: 
Atthahi asaddhammehi abhibhuto .... etc. 
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Is like a great cloud that thunders and rains abundantly. 


551 


The great leader of the doctrine, guardian of the mirror of the doctrine. 

Who illuminates the Buddhadharma, treasury of wisdom, 

Who, guardian and propagator of the sayings, who rings the bell of the doctrine. 
Is like an ocean-going ship that assures to all the crossing of the sea. 


[99a] Like the king of the bees gathering nectar 

He preaches according to the counsel and intentions of the Buddha. 
He helps the Buddha, illuminates his doctrine and saves beings: 
Such a teacher of the doctrine is very difficult to find. 


10. GAMBHIRADHARMAKSANTIPARAMGATA 

Sutra: They have crossed over to the other shore of the patience relating to the profound dharmas 
( gambhiradharmaksantiparamgataih ). 

Sdstra: What are the profound dharmas ( gambhiradharma )? 

1) The twelve causes and conditions ( dvddasahetupratyaya) are called gambhiradharma. Thus the Buddha 
said to Ananda: "The twelve causes and conditions (or pratltyasamutpada) are profound ( gambhira ), 
difficult to probe ( durvigdhya ) and difficult to understand ( duranubodha )." 

2) Also, we call gambhiradharma the breaking of the thread (Jala) of the sixty-two wrong views 
( drstigata ) relating to the past ( atita ) and the future ( andgata ). Thus the Buddha said to the bhiksus: "The 
foolish ignorant person (bdlo srutavdn ) who wants to praise the Buddha finds only meager praises. In 
order to praise the Buddha truly, one should praise the purity of the precepts (, silasuddhi ), renunciation of 
desire ( vairdgya ), the profound doctrine ( dharma gambhira), difficult to sound ( durvigdhya ) and difficult 
to understand (duranubodha)."^^ 


551 These first four stanzas seem to be a versification of a passage of the Anguttara, II, p. 102 (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, 
k. 18, p. 635a) devoted to the four types of rain-clouds ( valdhaka ): The person who speaks and does not act ( bhasita no 
kattd) is compared to a cloud that thunders and does not rain ( gajjita no vassita ); the person who acts but does not speak 
(kattd no bhasita), to a cloud that rains but does not thunder ( vassita no gajjita ); the person who does not speak and does 
not act ( n'eva bhasita no kattd), to a cloud that neither thunders nor rains ( n'eva gajjita no vassita ); the person who speaks 
and acts (bhasita ca kattd ca), to a cloud that both thunders and rains (gajjita ca vassita ca). 

552 Brahmajalasutta in DIgha, I, p. 12 (Tchang a han, T 1, k. 14, p. 89c 18-21; Fan wang lieou che eul kien king, T 21, p. 

266a): Idam kho tam bhikkhave appamattakam . sammd vadammana vadeyyum. "Such, O monks, are the trifles, the 
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Here the Fan wang king (Brahmajalasutra) should be discussed fully. 

3) The three gates of deliverance ( vimoksamukha ) are also called ( gambhiradharma ) as the Buddha said in 
the Prajnaparamita. The gods praised him, saying: "O Bhagavat, this doctrine is profound", and the Buddha 
replied: "This profound doctrine has as its meaning ( artha ) emptiness ( simyatd ), wishlessness ( apranihita) 
and signlessness ( dnimitta )." 

4) The explanation of the nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmalaksananirmocana ) is also called 
gambhiradharma : the true ( satya ) nature, indestructible ( aksaya ) and immutable ( aksobya , acala). 

5) Finally, we also call gambhiradharma the exclusion of inner conceptual knowledge 
(i adhydtmacittasamjndjndna ) and the fixing of the concentrated mind ( samdhitacittaikdgratd) on the pure 
true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmavisuddhasatyalaksana ). Just as, in the thick of a fog, one sees 
something that is not yellow as yellow, so by the play of conceptual knowledge one finds dharmas that are 
merely superficial. Just as a pure eye, not surrounded by fog, sees correctly as yellow that which is yellow, 
so the pure eye of wisdom (prajnacaksurvisuddhi), freed from conceptual knowledge, sees the true nature 
of dharmas. - When mixed with a yellow substance, clear water becomes yellow (pita)’, the water changes 
color [according to the dye]: blue (nila), red ( lohita ), white (avaddta), etc. It is the same for the mind: By 
the activity of conceptual knowledge, the fool ( bdla ) finds various natures in dharmas. Seeing that the true 
nature of dharmas is neither empty (sunya) nor non-empty (asunya), neither existent (sat) nor non-existent 
(asat), and penetrating deeply into this doctrine without deviations or blockage, this is what is called 
"having crossed over to the other shore of the acquiescence relating to profound dharmas" 
(gambhiradharmaksdntipdramgata). Pdramgata (in Chinese, tou) means "having obtained" the 
gambhiradharma. When [this acquiescence] is full, complete and without obstacle (asahga), one has 
"reached the other shore" (pdramgata ). 


11. VAISARADYAPRAPTA 

Sutra\ They have obtained the fearlessnesses (vaisdradhyaprdptaih). 

Sdstra: The bodhisattvas are endowed with the four vaisdradyas. 

Question. - The bodhisattvas have not 'done what had to be done’ (krtakrtya) and have not acquired 
omniscience (sarvajndna)’, how can the sutra say that they have acquired the four vaisdradyas? 


minute details of the simple morality of which worldly people speak when praising the Tathagata. But there are other 
profound dhannas, difficult to see, difficult to understand, peaceful, exquisite, eluding controversy, subtle and cognizable 
only by the wise. These are the ones which the Tathagata himself recognized and realized and which he truly propounds; 
one should speak of these when one wants to praise the Tathagata properly in a manner confonning to the truth." 
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Answer. - The vaisdradyas , the fearlessnesses, are of two types: the vaisdradya of the Buddha and the 
vaisdradya of the bodhisattva.553 These bodhisattvas do not possess the vaisaradyas of the Buddha but 
they have acquired those of the [99b] bodhisattva. This is why they are called vaisdradyaprapta. 

Question. - What are the four vaisdradyas of the bodhisattva? 

Answer. - 1) He preaches the Dharma in the assembly with assurance because he remembers everything 
that he has heard, because he has acquired the dharanis and because he always remembers without 
forgetting. 

2) In the assembly he preaches with assurance because he knows all beings, the means of liberating them, 
the strength or weakness of their faculties ( indriya ) and, in this way, he preaches the Dharma to them 
according to their needs (yathdyogam ). 

3) In the assembly he preaches the Dharma with assurance because he sees in the [four] directions - east 
( purvasyam disi), south ( daksinasyam disi), west {pascimdydm disi) and north ( uttarasydm disi) - in the 
four intermediate directions ( vidis ) and also at the zenith ( upasistdd disi ) and the nadir ( adhastdd disi), that 
there is nobody who can come and make any objection ( codana ) to which he would be unable to reply 
correctly. 

4) In the great assembly he preaches the Dharma with assurance for he authorizes all beings to set 
objections for him; he answers appropriately according to their wishes and he is able to cut through the 
doubts ( samsayacchedana ) of all beings. 

12. MARAKARMASAMATIKRANTA 

Sutra'. They have passed beyond the works of Mara ( mdrakarmasamatikranaih ). 

Sdstra : 1) There are four kinds of maras: a) the affliction-mara (klesamdra), b ) the aggregate-mara 
( skandhamdra ), c) the death-mara ( mrtyumdra ), d) the son-of-god-mara (, devaputramdra ), chief of the 
parinirmitavasavartin gods. 554 By attaining the state of bodhisattva, these bodhisattvas have destroyed the 
klesamdra', by acquiring the dharmakaya, they have destroyed the skandhamdra', by being always one- 
pointed ( ekacitta ), by not adhering to any (heavenly) sphere and by entering into the immoveable 
concentrations ( acalasamddhi ), they have destroyed the paranirmitavasavartin devaputramdra. This is why 
it is said that they have passed beyond the works of Mara. 


553 ■pkg vaisaradyas of the Buddha are listed in the Mahavyutpatti no. 131-134; those of the bodhisattva, ibid., no. 782- 
785. See also Samgraha, p. 59, for a short bibliography of the vaisdradyas. 

554 These four maras are mentioned in Mahavastu, III, p. 273, 281; Madh, vrtti, p. 442; Dharmasamgraha, ch. LXXX; 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 198. - The late Pali sources recognize a further mara, abhisahkhara-mara; cf. Malalasekera, II, p. 
611-613. 
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2) Furthermore, in the Prajnaparamita, in the chapter on Kio mo (Maravabodhaparivarta),555 the Buddha 
spoke of the activities and the works of Mara. When one has completely gone beyond the activities and 
works of Mara, one merits the epithet mdrakarmasamatikrdnta. 

3) Furthermore, rejection of the true nature of dharmas (s arvadharmasatyalaksana) and the other 
destructions of this kind are called mara as well. 

4) Finally, the afflictions ( klesa ), the fetters ( samyojana ), the bonds of desire ( kamabandhana ), the 
outburst of attachment (; rdgaparyavasthdna ), the aggregates, the bases of consciousness and the elements 
( skandhayatanadhatu ), the god Mara ( mdradeva ), Mara's people ( marakayika ), Mara's servants 
(marajana), etc., are also called Mara. 

Question. - Where is it that the bonds of desire ( kamabandhana ) and other fetters ( samyojana) are called 
mara? 

Answer. - In the Tsa tsang king (Ksudraka), 556 the Buddha addressed the following stanzas to king 

Mara;557 

Thi s chapter dedicated to Mara is in the Pancavimsati. It is entitled Kio mop'in (Maravabodhaparivarta) in Moksala's 
version, T 221, chap. XLVII, k. 10, p. 72c-74b; - Mo chep'in (Marakarmaparivarta) in Kumarajlva's version, T 223, chap. 
XLVI, k. 13, p. 318b-320b. The Marakarmaparivarta, chap. 21 of the Astasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 385-396, is very 
similar. 

556 s. Levi, Les seize Arhats protecteurs de la loi, Extract of JA, 1916, p. 32 sq., shows how the Chinese translators 
rendered the name Ksudraka dgama by the words Tsa tsang, 'mixed collection [pitaka]' in order to distinguish it from Tsa 
a han, the traditional designation for the Samyukta dgama. But I [Lamotte] doubt whether Tsa tsang king restores an 
original Ksudrakagama, because the Mpps is familiar with only four agamas, namely, Ekottara, Madhyama, DIrgha and 
Samyukta (cf. Mpps. T 1509, k. 2, p. 69c; k. 33, p. 306c) , in contrast with Pali Buddhism which knows five nikayas, 
namely, DIgha, Majjhima, Samyutta, Aiiguttara and Khuddaka. If it then cites a Ksudraka, it cannot be under the title of 
dgama, but only under the name of a sutra or group of separate sutras. This is why, in the manner of the Kosavyakhya, p. 
33 ( Arthavargiydni sutrani ksudrakapathyante ), I [Lamotte] have translated Tsa tsang king only as "ksudraka". 

55? These stanzas occur, with a few differences, in the Suttanipata, v.436-439, 443-445, 449, and Lalitavistara, p. 262- 
263, the texts of which follow: 

Suttanipata: Lalitavistara: 

436) Kdmma tepathamd send.... Kdmcis teprathamma send.... 

catutthi tanhaq puvuccati// trsna send carurthika// 

437) Pancamt thmamiddhhan te.,,, Pancamistyanamiddham te.... 

makkho thambho te atthamo// krodhamraksau tathastami// 

438) Icibho siloko sakkaro.... Ldbaslokau ca satkdro.... 

pare ca avajanati// yas ca vai dhvamsayet paran// 

439) Esa, Namuci, te send.... Esd hi Namuceh send 

jetva ca labhate sukham// krsnabandho pratdpmah/ 

440) Esa munjam parihae.... 
yatice jive parajita// 

441) Pagdlhd ettha na dissanti.... Atravagddhd drsyante 
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Desires ( kdma) are your first army (send), 

The army of sadness ( arati ) is the second, 

The army of hunger and thirst (ksutpipdsd) is the third. 

The army of greed (trisna) is the fourth. 

The fifth is the army of languor and torpor ( stydnamiddha ), 

The army of fear ( bhaya ) is the sixth. 

Doubt ( vicikitsd ) is the seventh army 

The army of anger ( krodha ) and hypocrisy (mraksa) is the eighth. 

The ninth army is covetousness ( labdhd ) 

And attachment to vain glory ( mithyaysas ), 

The tenth army is self-praise (atmotkarsa) 

And distrust of others (pardvajnd). 

[99c] These, your armies, 

No person in the world 

Or any god 

Can destroy them. 

By the power of wisdom's arrow, 


yena gachanti subbhata// 

442) Samanta dhajinim disva.... 

Md mam (hand acavayi// 

443) Yam te tarn na-ppasahati (sic].... 
dunam pattam va asmana// 

444) Vasimkaritvd samkappam.... 
sdvake vinayam puthu// 

445) Ty-appamattcipahitattd.... 
yattha gantva na socare// 

449) Tassa sokaparetassa vmd.... 
tatt' ev' antaradhayatha// 


Ete sramanabrahmanah. 

Yd te send dharsayati.... 

te dmapdtram ivambuna// 
Smrtim supasthitam krtvd.... 
kim karisyasi durmate// 

(In prose) Evam ukte Marah .... 
tatraivantaradhdt. 
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By cultivating concentration and wisdom, 
I will smash your army, O Mara, 

Like a clay pot (, amapatra ). 

With a mind solely cultivating wisdom 
I will save the world. 

My disciples, full of energy, 

Ever mindful, will cultivate wisdom. 


Following my example, they will progress in accordance with the Dharma 
And will certainly reach nirvana. 

Even though you do not want to let them, 

They will go where you cannot go. 


Then king Mara, on hearing this, 

Angry and confused, departed; 

And the evil army of maras 
Also disappeared and vanished. 

Such is the mara of the fetters ( samyojana ). 

Question. - Where are the five aggregates ( skandha ), the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ) and the twelve bases of 
consciousness ( ayatana ) named mara? 

Answer. - On Mount Mo kiu lo (Makula), the Buddha taught [the following] to the disciple Lo t'o 
(Radha):^^^ "The form aggregate ( rupaskandha ) is mara; feeling ( vedand ), perception ( samjna ), formation 

558 ■pkg Mppg seems to attach great importance to the Radhasutras to which it often refers (see also k. 31, p. 282al8 and 
p. 295b28). Radha appears in the 46 suttas of the Radhasamyutta (Samyutta, III, p. 188-201) and in the sutras no. 111-129 
of the Tsa a han, T 99, k. 6, p. 37c-41b. But whereas the Radhasuttas of the Samyutta take place at Savatthi, the 
Radhasutras of the Tsa a han are located, as here, on Mount Mo kiu lo (64 and 11; 64 and 5; 122 and 14). Two questions 
arise: Where is Mo kiu lol Is there a connection between Mo kiu lo and Sravastl? 

There is a Mankulapabbata in the Comm, of Buddhavamsa, p. 3, and a Makula or Mankulakarama in the legend of Puma. 
The traditions relating to this individual are found in Majjhima, III, p. 267-270 (tr. Chalmers, II, p. 307-308); Samyutta, 
IV, p. 60-63 (tr. Woodward, Kindred Sayings, IV, p. 34-36); Tsa a han, T 99, no. 215, k. 8, p. 54b, and no, 311, k. 13, 
89b-c; Divyavadana, p. 24-55 (tr. Bumouf, Introduction, p. 200-245); Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 1, p. 7c-17a; 
Theragatha Comm., in Rh. D., Brethren, p. 70-71; Karmavibhanga, p. 63-64; PapancasudanI, V, p. 85-92; 


280 



(samskdra ) and consciousness ( vijndna ) are also mara. 559 Wishing to create for oneself a material 
existence ( rupdtmabhdva) in the future ( anagatajanma ) is to seek an unstable sphere ( calasthdna ); wishing 
to create a non-material existence ( drupydtmabhdva ) is again seeking an unstable sphere; wishing to create 
an aware, non-aware, neither aware nor non-aware existence {samjnd-asamjnd-naivasamjndndsamjnd- 
dtmabhdva ) is still seeking an unstable sphere. This instability is a bond of Mara ( mdrabandhana ); stability 
is the elimination of bonds, deliverance from evil." At this place, the Buddha said that the skandhas, dhdtus 
and dyatanas are mara. 

It goes without saying that the vasavartin devaputramara, the marakayikas and the marajanas are mara. 


SaratthappakasinI, II, p. 374-379. - In T 99, p. 89b, Si fang chou lou na "Srona of the west"; in T 1448, p. 12a, - Chou na 
po lo k'ie, "Sronaparantaka". He was born at Surparaka [in Pali, Supparaka; - in T 1448, p. 7c, Chou po lo kia ], at the time 
of the Greeks the major port of India on the sea of Oman (Periple of the Erythrean Sea, ed. H. Frisk, 52; Ptolemy, ed. L 
Renou, VII, i, v. 6). Honored by Asoka with a rock edict (Hultsch, Inscr. of Asoka, p. 118), but reduced today to the rank 
of a modest locality by the name of Sopara in the district of Bombay. A Buddhist stupa has been discovered here with 
relics enshrined in stone, silver and gold caskets, as well as a coin from king Andhra Gautamlputra Satakarni. 

Puma, having become a rich merchant, went to SravastI with a large caravan; there he met the Buddha, was converted and 
entered the Order where he was distinguished by his zeal. One day he requested from the Buddha a short sermon that he 
could memorize so as to return to the Sronaparantakas; this is when the Buddha preached the Punnnovadasutta 
(Majjhima, III, p. 267-270). Puma returned to his compatriots, the Sronaparantakas. According to the PapancasudanI and 
the SaratthappakmasinI (loc. cit.) he lived in Ambahattapabbata, then successively in Samuddagirivihara, and Matulagiri, 
and finally in Makula(kd)rama (variant Mahkulaldrdma). In this monastery, located "not too near and not too far from the 
mercantile city of Surparaka" (cf. Papanca, V, p. 87: vanijagamassa natiduro naccasanno). Puma gathered around 
himself a large number of male and female disciples, and with the sandalwood which his brother had given him, he built a 
mandalamala "circular pavilion" (Papanca, II, p. 377), also called by the Divyavadana, p. 43, candanamdla prasada, 
"monastery or palace with levels or a sandalwood pavilion" (see the explanations by S. Levi in Karmavibhanga, p. 63 and 
64 as note: this palace is represented on a miniature studied by Foucher, Iconographie bouddhique, pi. I, no. 6). The 
Buddha flew there with 500 arhats and stayed overnight. The Papanca and the Sarattha (loc. cit) tell us that on returning, 
he stopped near the river Narmada (in Pali, Nammada, the present Nerbudda, which marks the boundary between 
Uttarapatha and Daksinapatha); he was received by the king of the nagas at whose request he left his foot-print on the 
bank. - In all likelihood, the Makulapabbata where Puma had built his monastery is identical with Mo kiu lo chan where 
the Tsa a han and the Mpps locate the Radhasutras. 

But then why does the Samyutta locate the Radhasuttas at Savatthi? Would it be out of a spirit of rivalry, in order to make 
Gangetic India the sole cradle of Buddhist texts and eliminate Aparanta (western India) from the map of holy places? The 
reason is simpler: SravastI and the big ports of Aparanta were in close touch. SravastI was separated from Surparaka by a 
distance of 100 to 125 yojanas (cf. Divyavadana, p. 44; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 214) which could be traveled in one night 
(ekarattiparivasena ) if the performance of Bahiva Daruclriya (Udana, I, 10, p. 7) is to be believed. We have seen that 
Puma, a native of Surparaka, led his caravans to SravastI; we know from the Divyavadana, p. 34, that the SravastI 
merchants brought their wares to Surparaka to load them onto the ships. The latter city was also an export and import port 
of western India. The Apadana, II, p. 476 and Jataka, III, p. 188 tell us that there was regular traffic between Surparaka, 
Bharukaccha, the actual Broach) and the enigmatic Suvama-bhumi, the Chruse Chersonesos of the Greeks. The echo of 
the Radhasutras preached at Surparaka would have been heard at SravastI or vice versa. 

5^9 cf Samyutta, III,p. 195: Rupam kho Rcidhci Metro vedana .... vihhanam Maradhammo. 
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Question. - Why is he called Mara? 

Answer. - He is called Mara because he carries off (harati) the ayusmat and because he destroys the good 
root of the dharmas of the Path and of the qualities (gz//?a).The heretics ( tirthika ) call him Yu tchou 
(Kamadhipati), Houa tsien (Kusumayudha) or also Won tsien (Pancayudha).560 [ n the Buddhist texts, he is 
called Mara because he destroys all good works. 

His actions and works are called marakarman. 

Question. - What are the works of Mara? 

Answer. - 1) They are defined in the chapter of the Kio mo (Maravabodhapari vartajQ 6' 

2) Furthermore, if people have had to undergo happiness and misfortune in the course of successive 
lifetimes, the causes are the fetters ( samyojana ) as well as king Mara, who is called the enemy of the 
Buddha (, buddhavairin ), the thief of the holy ones (, dryacaura ). Because he destroys [100a] the actions of 
all who are ascending the current ( pratisrotagdmin ), because he has a horror of nirvana, he is called Mara. 

3) Mara has three types of actions: a) play (lila), laughter ( hdsya ), idle chatter ( dlapd), singing ( gftd), 
dancing (nrtya), and everything that provokes desire ( rdga); b) iron fetters ( bandahana ), beating 
( ghattana ), whipping ( kasa ), wounds ( praharadana ), spikes ( kantaka), knives ( sastra ), slashing 
(. samchedana ) and everything that is caused by hatred ( dvesa); c) [demented mortifications] such as being 
burned, being frozen, tearing out one's hair (kesolluncana ), starving, jumping into the fire, throwing 
oneself into the water, falling onto spears and everything that results from stupidity (moha). 

4) Finally, the great hindrances ( ddFnava ), impure attachments to the world, that is all the work of Mara. 
Hatred of the good, scorn of nirvana and of the path to nirvana are also the work of Mara. Plunging into the 
ocean of suffering without ever awakening and innumerable errors of this kind are all the work of Mara. 
When one has rejected and abandoned these, one is marakarmasamatikranta. 


13. KARMAVARANAPRATIPRASRABDHA 

Siitra: They were liberated from the action-obstacle ( karmdvaranapratiprasrabdhaih ). 

Sastra: The person who is liberated from all evil actions ( papakarman ) is called 
karmdvaranapratiprasrabdha. 

Question. - There are three kinds of obstacles ( avarana ): i) the obstacle consisting of the afflictions 
(klesavarana), ii) the obstacle consisting of action ( karmdvarana ), iii) the obstacle consisting of retribution 
(vipdkdvarana j.^62 Why does the siitra set aside two of these and speak only of the karmdvarana here? 


560 ■p[ le e pithets of Kama, god of love, are innumerable: Kusuma: -astrah, -ayudhah, -isuh, -banah. -sarah; Panca: - 
isuh, -banah, -sarah. These five annies are: aravindam asokam ca cutam ca navamallikd / nilotpalam ca pahcaite 
Pancabanasya sayakah. 

56' See above. 

562 a detailed study of these three obstacles may be found in Kosa, IV, p. 202-205. 
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Answer. - Of these three obstacles, action is the greatest. Once accumulated ( upacitta ),^63 actions last for 
hundreds of koti of kalpas without being lost, changed or deteriorating; they produce their fruit of 
retribution ( vipdkaphala ) without loss of time; when these long-lasting actions meet the favorable complex 
[of conditions] and time ( sa„rm prdpya kalam ca ), they produce their fruit of retribution.^64 

They are like rice grains ( sdlibija ) that have fallen on the ground which, at the proper time, germinate 
without being lost or deteriorating. That is [the teaching] of the omniscient ( sarvajna .) buddhas worthy of 
respect by all. If Sumeru, king of the mountains, cannot reverse his actions, what can be said about an 
ordinary person (prthagjana )? Some stanzas say: 

The wheel of transmigration ( samsdracakra ) drags man along 

With his afflictions ( klesa ) and his fetters ( samyojana ). 

Very powerful, it turns freely; 

Nobody can stop it. 

Actions carried out during previous lifetimes 
Change into all kinds of forms. 

The power of action is very strong; 

It has no equal in the world. 

The actions of previous lifetimes are the masters 
Forcing a person to undergo their retribution. 

The wheel turns by the power of actions, 

It turns in the sea of samsara. 

The waters of the ocean can dry up. 

The earth of Sumeru can be exhausted, 

But the actions of previous lifetimes 
Are never used up, never exhausted. 

Actions accumulated ( upacitta ) for a long time 
Follow their creator 


563 Action accomplished (krta) and action accumulated ( upacitta ) must be distinguished. Action is said to be 
'accumulated' because of its intentional nature ( samcetanatah ), its completion ( samdptatva ), absence of regret ( kaukrtya) 
and counteragent (pratipaksa ), its accompaniment (pcirivara ) and retribution ( vipcikci). See Kosa, IV, p. 243-244. 

564 Paraphrase 0 f a well-known stanza endlessly repeated in the Vinayas and the Avadanas, such as the Divya, the 
Avadanasataka, etc.: na pranasyanti.... khalu dehinam. "Actions do not perish, even after hundreds of millions of cosmic 
periods. Meeting the desired complex [of conditions] and time, they ripen for the spirit." 
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Like a creditor 


Relentlessly following his debtor. 565 

Nobody can escape 

The fruit of the retribution of action; 

There is no place to escape it; 

One cannot escape it by asking for pardon. 

[100b] Action relentlessly pursues 

The beings of the threefold world. 

It is like the K'o li lo tch'a .566 

This action was defined by the Buddha. 

Wind does not penetrate into solids, 

The waves do not turn back in their course, 

Space suffers no harm, 

Neither does non-action. 

Actions have tremendous power 
Which is never ineffectual. 

When the time of retribution has come 
One cannot escape from it, one cannot avoid it. 
From the earth [one can] rise up to the sky 
From the sky, one can penetrate the Himavat, 
From the Himavat, one can plunge into the ocean: 
Nowhere will one escape from action.567 


565 An allusion to a theory of the Samittlyas on the mechanism of retribution: good or bad action perishes as soon as 
bom, but it deposits in the series ( samtana ) of the agent a certain entity called avipranasa comparable to the page on 
which debts ( rinapattra ) are recorded. See Madh. vrtti, p. 317-323 (tr. Lamotte, in MCB, IV, 1935-36, p. 276-280); 
Madh. avatara, p. 126,1. 12 (tr. Lav. Museon, 1910, p. 318); Karmasiddhiprakarana , MCB, IV, 1935-36, p. 230, n. 37). 

566 K' 0 n i 0 tck'a is the name of a tree according to the Bukkyo daijiten, p. 212a. 

567 Qf the s tanza of Divyavadana, p. 532, 561, and the Sanskrit Udanavarga, p. 98: 
naivantarikse na samudramadhye .... yatra sthitam na prasaheta karmall 

It has its Pali correspondent in Dhammapada, no. 127: 

na antalikkhe na samuddamajjhe .... yatthatthito munceyyapdpakamma.ll 
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Action forever follows us, 

Never does it leave us. 

It goes straight on, it does not miss its time 
Like the tide which follows the moon. 

This is why, [in order to praise them], it is said that the bodhisattvas are liberated from every action- 
obstacle ( sarvakarmavaranapratiprasrabdha ). 


14. PRATIIT Y AS AMUTP ANN ADH ARM ANIRDE S AKU SAL A 

Sutra'. They were skilled in teaching dependent origination ( pratityasamutpannadharmanirdesakusalaih)■ 

Sdstra: They are capable of teaching the twelve-membered ( dvddasangapratftyasamutpada )568 in 
different ways ( ndnddharmaparydyaih ). 

Affliction ( klesa ), action ( karman ) and basis ( vastu ) arise one after the other ( krama ) according to a 
continuous development ( paramparaprabandha ); this is called the twelve-membered 
pratlty asamutpada .569 

Three of these [twelve members] are called affliction (klesa)'. ignorance ( avidyd ), craving ( trsnd) and 
grasping ( updddna ); two members are called action (karman)'. formations (samskara) and coming into 
existence (bhava)', the other seven are called bases ( vastu ).570 

In genera/ (samdsatah), the three categories, affliction (klesa), action (karman) and suffering (duhkha) are 
mutual and reciprocal causes and conditions (parampardnyonyahetupratyaya): 1) Klesa is cause and 
condition for karman [because avidyd precedes the samskara s and updddna precedes bhava ]; 2) karman is 
cause and condition for duhkha [because samskara precedes vijndna and bhava precedes jati]; 3) duhkha is 
cause and condition for duhkha [because vijndna precedes namarupa; ndmarupa precedes saddyatana; 
saddyatana precedes sparsa; sparsa precedes vedand; jati precedes jaramarana ]; 4) duhkha is cause and 
condition for klesa [because vedand precedes trsna\.^\ Since klesa is cause and condition for karman, 
karman cause and condition for duhkha, and duhkha cause and condition for duhkha, it is a matter of 
mutual and reciprocal causes and conditions. 

1. Avidyd, ignorance, is all the afflictions (klesa) of past existence (atityajanma). 


It is often quoted in the Vinayas: cf. Che song liu, T 1435, k. 36, p. 260b; Ken pen chouo ... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 18, 
p. 192c. 

568 in the third chapter of the Kosa, p. 60-138, there is a complete explanation of the problems related to 
pratltyasamutpada, along with an abundant bibliography. The monograph of L. de La Vallee Poussin, Theorie des douze 
causes, Gand, 1913, is still very instructive. 

569 Cf. Kosa, III, 68, 116. 

5^0 ibid., p. 68. 

571 ibid., p. 69. 
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2. From avidyci there arise actions (karman) which realize fruition in a universe ( lokadhatu ). These are the 
samskaras, formations. 

3. From samskara there arises a defiled mind ( samalacitta ), initial cause of the [present] existence. 
Because it is aware in the way that a calf ( vatsa ) is aware of its mother, it is called vijnana, consciousness. 

4. This vijnana produces both the four formless aggregates ( arupiskandha) [perception ( samjha ), feeling 
( vedand ), volition (samskara), consciousness (vijnana)] and form (rupa) which serves as base them. This is 
name and form, namarupa. 

5. From this namarupa there arise the six sense organs, eye, etc. (caksurddisadindriya). These are the 
saddyatanas, the six [inner] bases of consciousness. 

6. The meeting (samnipdta) of organ (indriya), object (visaya) and a consciousness ( vijnana ) is called 
sparsa, contact. 

7. From sparsa there arises vedand, sensation. 

8. Within vedand there arises an adherence of mind (cittdbhinivesa) called craving or thirst, trsnd. 

9. The tendency caused by trsnd is called updddna, grasping, attachment. 

10. From this updddna comes action (karman) which brings about the new existence 
(punarbhavahetupratyaya) which is called bhava, the act of existence. 

11. As a consequence of this bhava, one reassumes the five aggregates (skandha) of the new lifetime 
( punarbhava). This is called jdti, birth. 

12. The decay of the five skandhas coming from this jdti is called jardmarana, old-age-and-death. 
Jardmarana gives rise to dissatisfaction (daurmanasya), sorrow [100c] (parideva) and all kinds of worries 
(soka); and thus the mass of suffering (duhkhaskandhasamudaya) accumulates. 

If the purity of the true nature of dharmas (dharmasatyalaksanaviusuddhi) is considered one-pointedly 
(ekacitta), ignorance (avidyd) vanishes. When avidya has disappeared, the formations (samskara) also 
vanish and, as a result, [all the members of pratltyasamutpada disappear one after the other] until the entire 
mass of suffering (duhkhaskandhasamudaya) vanishes. The person who, by means of these soteriological 
means (updya) and by not being attached to wrong views (mithyddrsti), is able to teach people, is said to be 
skillful (kusala). Also said to be skillful is the person who, examining these twelve causes-and-conditions, 
rejects any system and refuses to adhere to it so as to understand only the true nature [underlying the 
pratltyasamutpada]. Thus, in the Prajnaparamita in the chapter entitled Pou k'o tsin (Aksayaparivarta), the 
Buddha says to Subhuti: "Avidya is indestructible (aksaya) like space; the samskaras are indestructible like 
space and similarly [all the members of pratltyasamutpada] and the mass of suffering 
(duhkhaskandhasamudaya) are indestructible like space. The bodhisattva should know that. The person 
who understands that cuts off the head of ignorance without falliong into it. The person who sees the 
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twelve-membered pratityasamutpada in that way will sit on the throne of bodhi ( bodhimanda ) and will 
become omniscient (sarvajnd)." 572 


15. ASAMKHYEYAKALPAPRANIDHANASUSAMARABDHA 

Sutra : They have formulated the vows since incalculable periods ago 

(i asamkhyeyakalpapranidhdnasusumdrabdhaih ). 

Sdstra: The meaning of the word 'asamkhyeya' has already been explained above in the chapter on the 
Bodhisattva. As for the word 'kalpa', the Buddha defined it by the following comparisons: 

"Suppose there is a rocky mountain {sailaparvata) four thousand li [in size] to which a venerable monk 
(i dyusmat ) comes once every hundred years ( varsasatasyatyayena ), brushing against it with his silk robe 
(kdsika vastra): this great rock mountain would be worn out before a kalpa passes."573 . "Suppose there is 

a great city ( nagara ) of four thousand li, full of mustard seeds ( sarsapa ), unsorted and not leveled out, and 
that a venerable monk comes once every hundred years and takes away one seed: the mustard seeds would 
have disappeared before a kalpa would have passed."^74 

During innumerable kalpas of this kind, the bodhisattva has formed the great vow to save all beings. This is 
what is called the vow of the Great Mind. In order to save all beings, the fetters ( samyojana ) must be cut 
through and supreme perfect enlightenment ( anuttarasamyaksambodhi ) must be realized. This is what is 
called vow. 


16. SMITAMUKHAPURVABHILAPIN 

Sutra: They speak with a smiling face ( smitamukhapurvdbhildpibhih ). 

Sdstra : Because they have uprooted hatred ( dvesa ), chased away envy ( Frsyd ), nd always practice great 
loving-kindness ( mahdmaitri ), great compassion ( mahdkarund ) and great joy ( mahdmuditd ), because they 


572 This passage of the Aksayaparivarta occurs in the Paiicavimsati; Moksala's transl., T 221, ch. LXVIII, k. 15, p. 
106a26-106b8; - Kumarajlva's transl., T 223, ch. LXVII, k. 20, p. 364bl0-24; - Hiuan-tsang's transl., T 220, k. 458, p. 
315c3-22. 

573 Pabbatasutta: Samyutta, II, p. 181; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 949), k. 34, p. 242c; T 100 (no. 342), k. 10, p. 487c; Tseng yi 
a han, T 125, k. 51, p. 825c: Seyyathdpi bhikkhu mahaselopabbato .... gaccheyya na tv eva kappo. 

574 Sasapasutta: Samyutta, II, p. 182; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 948), k. 34, p. 242c; T 100 (no. 3421), k. 16, p. 487c; Tseng yi 
a han, T 125, k. 51, p. 825b: Seyyathdpi bhikkhu ayasam nagaram yojanam .... pariydddnam gaccheyya na tv eva kappo. 
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have avoided the four kinds of evil speech ( mithyavada ),^5 they have acquired a pleasant face. Some 
stanzas say: 

Seeing a mendicant monk 
He treats him in four ways: 

As soon as he sees him, he looks at him kindly, 

He goes to meet him and speaks to him respectfully. 

He gives him a seat 
And fulfills all his wishes: 

[101a] With such generous inclinations 

The state of Buddhahood is quite close. 

The person who avoids the four sins of speech; 

Lying ( mrsdvdda ), slander (paisunya ), 

Harmful speech (parusya) and frivolous speech ( sambhinnapralapa ) 

Gains a magnificent reward 

The kind, gentle person who seeks the Path, 

Wishes to save beings, 

And avoids the four sins of speech 
Is like a harnessed horse. 


17. MAHAPARSANMADHYE VAISARADYASAMANVAGATA 

Sutra : In the great assembly, they are endowed with the fearlessnesses ( mahaparsanmadhye 
vaisaradyasamanvagataih). 

Sdstra : As a result of their great merits, their firm qualities and their wisdom, they have acquired a supreme 
dharanl of eloquence ( niruktidhdram) and, in the midst of the great assembly, they enjoy the fearlessnesses 
(vaisharadya ). Some stanzas say: 


575 The f our mithyavadas are lies ( mrsavada ), scandal (paisunya ), harmful speech (parusya ) and frivolous speech 
(sambhinnapralapa). Cf. DIgha, I, p. 4, 138; III, p. 232; Majjhima, I, p. 361-362; Samyutta, II, p. 167; Kosa, IV, p. 164- 
166. 
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Inwardly, his mind, his wisdom and his merits are slender; 

Outwardly, he resorts to fine words: 

He is like a bamboo ( venu ) without pith 
That shows only its exterior. 

Inwardly, his mind, his wisdom and his merits are vast; 

Outwardly he makes use of true words: 

He is like a beautiful diamond ( vajra ) 

The inner and outer power of which are complete. 

Moreover, they are endowed with the fearlessnesses, they are handsome, of noble family and of great 
power. Their discipline (sila), their concentration ( samadhi ) and their wisdom ( prajna ) are perfect. Having 
nothing to fear, this is why they are fearless in the midst of the great assembly. Some stanzas say: 

The person of little merit and without wisdom 

Is unable to occupy a high seat. 

He is like a wolf in the face of a lion 

That crouches down and does not dare to come out. 

The great sage is without fear, 

He can occupy the lion's seat. 

He is like the lion whose roar 
Makes all the beasts tremble. 

Having accumulated immense and infinite wisdom and merit, they have nothing to fear. Some stanzas say: 
The person who has destroyed all his faults 
And succeeds in avoiding the minor sins, 

A great virtuous person of this kind 
Has no vow that cannot be realized. 

This person of great wisdom 
Is free of suffering in this world, 

Because for such a person 
Samsara and nirvana are identical. 
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Finally, they have acquired only the fearlessnesses belonging to the bodhisattva. Thus, in the P'i na p'o na 
wang king,576 it is said that the bodhisattvas acquire only the four fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ). This has 
been said above. 

18. ANANTAKALPAKOTIDHARMADESANANIHSARANAKUSALA 

Sutra : For innumerable koti of kalpas, they have been skilled in preaching the Dharma and in surpassing 
( anantakalpakotidhannadesandnihsaranakusalaih ). 

Sdstra: They themselves have thoroughly cultivated the roots of good [101b] ( kusalamula ), such as zeal 
(i apramdda ), etc. This was not for just one, two, three or four lifetimes, but indeed for innumerable 
asamkhyeyakalpas that the bodhisattvas have accumulated qualities ( guna ) and wisdom ( prajnd ). A stanza 
says: 

They have produced the great thought for beings; 

The person who disdains and scorns them 
Commits an unspeakably grave sin. 

Flow much more guilty the person who wants to harm them! 

Moreover, for incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and immeasurable ( aprameya ) kalpas, the bodhisattvas have 
cultivated their body, practiced discipline ( sila ), exercised their mind ( citta ) and their intelligence ( mati ), 
understood themselves arising ( utpdda ) and cessation ( nirodha), the bonds (bandhana) and deliverance 
(vimoksa), intractability ^71 (pratiloma) and adaptability^^ ( anuloma)\ they understand the true nature of 
dharmas ( dhannasatyalaksana ); they possess the three kinds of analysis ( nirmocana ), namely, of text 
(sruta), of meaning ( artha ) and of acquisition ( Idbha ); they understand the various sermons 
(ndnddharmaparyaya) without difficulty (pratigha ); in order to preach the doctrine they use the virtue of 
skillful means ( updyakausalyapdramitd ) and the virtue of wisdom ( prajnapdramitd ); all the words of these 
bodhisattvas are the words of the aryas to whom it is appropriate to accord faith. Some stanzas say: 

The person who is intelligent but who lacks knowledge 

Does not know the true nature. 

Fie is like an eye that can see nothing 

In complete darkness. 

The learned person who has no wisdom 


576 Lamotte says he does not know what sutra this is. 

577 Lamotte translates pratiloma as "rebellion" in French, in English 'intractibility’’. Monier Williams gives: reverse, 
inverted, adverse, hostile, disagreeable, unpleasant, in inverted or reverse order, against the natural course or order. 

57% Lamotte translates anuloma as "adaptation", in English, adaptability. Monier Williams gives: natural direction, in 
order, regular, successive, conformable. 
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Also does not know the true meaning. 
He is like a lamp (dfpa) in full daylight 
Where the eye would be absent. 


As for the learned person of keen wisdom, 

His words merit trust. 

The person who has neither wisdom nor knowledge 
Is just an ox in a human body. 

Question. - The sutra should say that the bodhisattvas for innumerable koti of kalpas are skilled in 
preaching the doctrine; why does it also say [that they are skilled] in surpassing ( nihsarana )? 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas preach easy subjects to the ignorant and the disciples; they preach difficult 
subjects to the learned ( bahusruta ) and the masters with keen wisdom ( tfksnaprajnopadesa ). Among 
teachers of mediocre knowledge, they diminish themselves; among the saiksa and the learned ( bahusruta ), 
they welcome objections with courage and joy. Among all beings, they give evidence of great power 

(anubhava ). Thus, a stanza in the T'ien houei king (Devasamajasutra)^^ sa y s: 

His face, his eyes and his teeth gleam 
And light up the great assembly. 

He outshines the brilliance of all the gods 
Who all disappear. 

This is why it is said that for innumerable koti of kalpas the bodhisattvas have been skilled in preaching the 
doctrine and in surpassing. 


579The Taisho edition has T'ien houei king "Sutra of the assembly of gods", but one should read Ta houei king "Sutra of 
the great assembly" according to the Souei and T'ang editions. Ta houei king is the title given to the Mahasamajasutra in 
the Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 19), k. 12, p. 79b, and in the Che song liu, T 1435, k. 24, p. 174b which, in order to avoid 
error, also adds the title in transcription: Mo ho cha mo k'i kien. There are several editions of this text, which E. 
Waldschmidt has studied in detail: 

1) Sanskrit text, Mahasaajasutra, occurring in central Asia and published in Waldschmidt, Bruchstiicke, p. 149-206. 

2) Pali text, Mahasamayasuttanta, in Dlgha (no. 20), II, p. 253-262. - Cf. Samyutta, I, p. 26-27. 

3) Chinese translations in Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 19), k. 12, p. 79b-81b; Ta san mo jo king, T 19, vol. I, p. 258-259; Tsa a 
han, T 99 (no. 1192), k. 44, p. 323a; T 100 (no. 105), k. 5, p. 41 la. 

4) Tibetan translations: Hdus pa chen pohi mdo or Mahasamayasutra (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 288; OKC, no. 750, p. 226); 
Mdo chen po hdus pa chen polio mdo €es bya ba or Mahasamajasutranamamahasutra, of which there are two versions (cf. 
OKC, no. 332, p. 112; no. 688, p. 174). 

This sutra is cited under the title of Mahdsamajrya in Karmavibhanga, p. 156. 

Error excepted, the stanza which the Mpps attributes to it here does not occur in any of these versions. 
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CHAPTER XI: THE TEN COMPARISONS 


Text of the sutra commented upon in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 4-5; Satasahasrika, p. 5). 

(19) Mdydmancidakacaridrdkdsapratisrutkdgandharvanagarasvapnachdydpatibimba- 

nirmanopamadharmadhimukatair (20) asangavaisbradyapratilabdhaih (21) sattvacittacaritajnaih 
suksmajndndvatdrakusalaih. 

These bodhisattvas accept that dharmas are like a magic show, a mirage, the moon reflected in water, 
space, an echo, a city of the gandharvas, a dream, a shadow, a reflection in a mirror, a metamorphosis. 
They have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses. Knowing the process of mind and the behavior of 
beings, they are skilled in saving them by means of their subtle wisdom. 


19. THE TEN UPAMANAS 

[k. 6, 101c] Sutra\ These bodhisattvas accept that dharmas are like 1) a magic show, 2) a mirage, 3) the 
moon reflected in water, 4) space, 5) an echo, 6) a city of the gandharvas, 7) a dream, 8) a shadow, 9) a 
reflection in a mirror, 10) a creation ( mdydmancidakacandrdkdsapratisrutkd - 
gandharvasvapnachdyapratibimbanirmdnopamadharmddhimuktaih ).^80 


-^0 According to the teaching of the Prajnas and Nagarjuna, dhannas or phenomena are empty of self-nature 
(svabhavasunya ) because they result from causes ( pratftyasamutpanna ). These dharmas that are empty of self-nature, 
arising from dhannas that are themselves empty of self-nature, really do not arise ( anutpanna ): they are non-existent. But 
if things are non-existent, how can they be seen, heard, and experienced? It is to this question that the ten comparisons 
that are presented here reply: they are seen in the way that one sees a magical object, they are heard in the way that one 
hears an echo, they are experienced in the way that one experiences things in a dream, etc. 

A. Although canonical Buddhism and the Lesser Vehicle, which is its extension, limit their criticism to negation of the 
pudgala and acknowledge a real existence in dharmas, professions of nihilism in the spirit of pure Nagarjunaism may be 
found here and there in their scriptures. The Mpps will give a specimen of them: this is a stanza taken from the Samyutta, 
III, p. 142, often reproduced in the Pali texts: 

phenapindupamam rupam vedaba bubbidupama, 
mancikupama sanna sankhard kadalupamd. 
mdyupamanca vinnanam dipitadiccabanduna. 

"Form is like a mass of foam, feeling like a bubble of water, perception is like a mirage, volition is like the trunk of a 
banana tree, consciousness is like a magic show: this is what the Buddha, a relative of the sun, has taught." 

The Dhammapada, v. 170, may also be cited: 

yatha bubbulakam passe, yathd passe marTcikam. 
evam lokam avekkhantam maccuraja na passati. 

"See the world as a bubble of water, see it as a mirage. The lord of death does not see the person who considers the world 
in this way." 

Furthermore, most of the comparisons used by the Prajnas already occur in the canon but are presented in a different 
spirit; see Rhys-Davids-Stede, s.v. maya, marici, etc. 
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B. In order to explain dharmanairatmya, the Prajnas resort to ten type-comparisons of which the Mpps gives a specimen 
here. But their number is not fixed at ten and they do not follow the same order. 

Pancavimsati, Sanskrit text, p. 4: 1) maya, 2) marfci, 3) dakacandra, 4) svapna, 5) pratisrutka, 6) pratibhasa, 7) 
pratibimba, 8) nirmana (idem in Mahavyutpatti, no. 854). 

Ibid., Hiuan tsang's tr., T 220, vol. VII, p. Ib22: 1) maya, 2) marici, 3) svapna, 4) dakacandra, 5) pratisrutka, 6) 
khapuspa (sky flower), 7) pratibimba, 8) chaya, 9) nirmana, 10) gandharvanagara. 

Ibid., Moksala's tr., T 221, k. 1, p. la 17: 1) maya, 2) svapna, 3) pratisrutka, 4) pratibhasa, 5) chaya, 6) nirmana, 7) 
budbuda, 8) pratibimba, 9) marici, 10) dakacandra. 

Ibid., Kumarajlva's tr„ T 223, k. 1, p.217a: cf. Mpps. 

Satasahasrika, Sanskrit text, p. 5: 1) maya, 2) marici, 3) udakacandra, 4) svapna, 5) pratisrutka, 6) pratibhasa, 7) 
gandharvanagara, 8) pratibimba, 9) nirmana. 

Ibid, p. 1209: The category 'bodhisattva' is also unreal, like the following things: dkasasakuni, svapna, maya, marici, 
udakacandra, pratisrutka. pratibhasa, bimba, tathdgatanirmita. 

The Vajracchedika, p. 46, puts all of this into verse: tadyathdkase 
tdrakd timiram dipo ayasvasydya budbudam/ 
svapnam ca vidyud abhratn ca evam drastavyam samskrtamll 
"The conditioned should be thought to be like a star in space, shadows, a lamp, hoarfrost, a water bubble, a dream, a flash 
of lightning a cloud. - See the Khotanese commentary in Hoernle, Remains, p. 287. 

C. The Vaipulyasutras repeat this entire nomenclature: 

The Lalitavistara, p. 181, when listing the qualities of the bodhisattva, ends with the following list: 
mdydmaricisvapnodakacandrapratisrutkdpratibhdsopamasarvadharmanaydvatirnah. - The Avatamsaka, T 279, k. 44, p. 
232b, repeats it in regard to the ten ksantis. 

D. The great Madhyamaka masters, Nagarjuna, Deva, Candraklrti, Santideva, explain the ten comparisons in detail: 
Madh. karika and Madh. vrtti: maya, p. 45, 443, 449; marici, p. 188. 346. 457, 549; udakacandra and ambucandra, p. 53, 
109, 173; akasapuspa and khapuspa, p. 182; pratisrutka, p. 215, 518; gandharvanagara, p. 334, 340, 419; svapna, p. 289; 
bimba and pratibimba, p. 345, 495, 540 544, 545, 591; nirmana, p. 334, 552; aldtacakra, p. 173, 219, 238, 419; taimirika 
(a person suffering from ophthalmia), p. 30, 75, 261, 274, 445, 523. 

Catuhsataka, XIII, v. 325 (ed. Vaidya, p. 108; ed. Bhattacharya, p. 197): 
aldtacakranirmdnasvapnamdyambucandrakaih/ 
dhumikantah pratisrutkdmaricyabhraih samo bhavah// 

"Existence is like a burning brand brandished in a circle, a creation, a dream, a magic show, the moon reflected in water, 
a fog, an echo in the midst [of the mountains], a mirage, a cloud." 

E. The sutras from which the Vijnanavadin school is derived have adopted these comparisons: 

Laiikavatara, p. 25: 

maydsvapnopamah kena katham gandharvasamnibhah/ 
maricidakacandrdbhah kena loko bravihi me// 

"Tell me how is the world like a magic show, a dream, like [a city] of the gandharvas, like a mirage and the moon 
reflected in water?" 

The citations can be infinitely multiplied by referring to D. T. Suzuki's Index to the Laiikavatara Sutra, Kyoto, 1934, s.v. 
maya, marici, etc. 

Samdhinirmocana, I, v. 4-5, where the example of the magic show is fully developed. 
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1. Like a magic show (maya) 

Sdstra: These ten comparisons serve to explain empty dharmas ( sunyadharma ). 

Question. - If all dharmas are empty ( sunya ) like a magic show (maya), why are they seen ( drsta ), heard 
(. sruta ), felt ( ghrata ), tasted ( dsvadita ), touched (sprsta) and known ( vijhdta )? If they truly did not exist, 
how could one see them ... and know them? - Furthermore, if they are seen out of error although they do 
not exist, why do we not see sounds ( sabda ) and hear colors ( rupa)l - If all dharmas are equally empty 
(sunya) and non-existent (asat), why are some of them visible (sanidarsana) and others invisible 
(i anidarsana )? Being empty, dharmas are like a finger (ahguli) of which the first nail (nakha) is non¬ 
existent and likewise the second. Why is it that we do not see the second nail and we see only the first?-’*'’' 
Therefore we know that the first nail, which really exists, is visible, whereas the second, which does not 
really exist, is invisible. 

Answer. - Although the nature of dharmas (dharmalaksana) is empty, we can distinguish visible dharmas 
(sanidarsana) and invisible dharmas (anidarsana). Take, for example, magical elephants (hastin) and 
horses (aiva) and other things of this kind: we know very well that they are not real and yet we see their 
color, we hear their sounds; they correspond to the six sense-objects and they are not mixed up one with 
the other. In the same way, although dharmas are empty, we can see them, we can hear them, and they are 
not confused one with the other. 


Dasabhumika, p. 47: Ninth equality: 

sarvadharmamdydsvapnapratibhdsapratisrutkodakacandrapratibimbanirmdnasamatd. 

F. The Vijnanavadin masters Vasubandhu, Asanga, Hiuan tsang, etc., have used these comparisons. 

Vimsika, p. 1: examples of the taimirika, the gandharvanagara and svapna. 

Trimsika, p. 35: Vijhanam ca mdydgandharvanagarasvapnatimirdddv asaty alambane jayate (Consciousness arises 
like a magic show, like a city of the gandharvas, like a dream, like ophthalmia, etc., although its object does not exist.) - 
Ibid., p. 40: tatpristhalcibdhena jnanena mayamancisvapnapratisrutkodakacandranirmitasaman sarvcidharmdn pratyeti 
(By subsequent knowledge, one understands that all dhannas are like a magic show, a mirage, a dream, an echo, the moon 
reflected in water, a creation). 

Sutramkara, XI, 29-30, ed. Levi, p. 62: 

mdydsvapnamancibimbasadrsah .... vibuddhottamaih// "Like a magic show, a dream, a mirage and a reflection, like an 
image and an echo, like the moon reflected in water, and like a creation: this is how the fonnations are and have been 
elucidated by the Buddhas, the supreme enlightened ones." 

Samgraha, p. 122-124, where the dependent nature (paratantrasvabhava ) is compared successively to maya, marici, 
svapna, pratibimba, pratibhasa, pratisrutka, udakacandra and parinama. - The explanations given by the Bhasya are 
especially clear. 

Madhyantavibhanga, p. 229: tatha maya svatmany avidyamdne na hastyadyatmand .... gandharvanagarapratisrutkadayo 
veditavyah. 

Siddhi, p. 532, which repeats the explanations of the Samgraha. 

Lamotte says: "The meaning of this comparison escapes me." 
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Thus, in the To niu king (Therisutra) the then asks the Buddha: "O Bhagavat, is [102a] ignorance ( avidya ) 
internal ( ddhydtmika )?" 

"No." 

"Is it external ( bahirdhd )?" 

"No." 

"Is it both internal and external?" 

"No." 

"O Bhagavat, does this ignorance come from the previous lifetime ( purvajanma )?" 

"No." 

"Does it come from the present lifetime ( ihajanma ) and does it pass to the next one (punarjanma )?" 

"No." 

"Does this ignorance have an arising ( utpdda ) and a cessation ( nirodha )?" 

"No." 

"Is there a truly existent dharma that could be called ignorance?" 

"No." 

Then the therl said to the Buddha: "If ignorance is not internal, not external, neither internal nor external, if 
it does not pass from the previous lifetime to the present lifetime and from the present lifetime to the 
following lifetime, if it does not have a true nature, how can ignorance be the condition (pmtyaya ) for the 
formations ( samskara ) and so on [for the twelve members of [pratityasamutpada] up to this accumulation 
of this mass of suffering ( duhkhaskandhasyotpddah )? O Bhagavat, it is as if a tree has no root ( mulct)', how 
could it produce a trunk ( skandha), knots ( granthi ), branches ( sdkhd ), leaves (data), flowers (puspa) and 
fruit (phala )?" 

The Buddha replied: "The nature of dharmas is emptiness. However, worldly people (prthagjana), ignorant 
(i asrutavat ) and without knowledge ( ajhdnavat ), produce all kinds of afflictions ( klesa ) in regard to 
dharmas, [of which the main one is ignorance]. This affliction is the cause and condition {pmtyaya ) for 
actions of body, speech and mind ( kdyavdgmanaskarman) which are the cause of a new existence 
( punarjanma ). As a result of this existence we experience suffering (duhkha) or pleasure {sukha). Thus, if 
the affliction (i.e., ignorance) did not truly exist, there would be no actions of body, speech and mind, and 
we would not experience suffering or pleasure. When a magician {mdydkdra) creates all kinds of objects 
by magic, are these magical products internal (ddhydtmika) according to you?" 

"No." 

"Are they external?" 

"No." 
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"Are they both internal and external?" 

"No." 

"Do they pass from the previous lifetime to the present lifetime and from the present lifetime to the next 
lifetime?" 

"No." 

"Do the products of magic have a birth ( utpada ) and a cessation ( nirodha )?" 

"No." 

"Is there really a dharma that is the product of magic?" 

"No." 

Then the Buddha said: 

"Do you not see, do you not hear, the musical instruments ( vddya, turya) produced by magic?" 

"Yes, I see them and I hear them." 

"Then", continued the Buddha, "if the magic show is empty ( sunya ), deceptive ( vaiicaka ) and without 
reality, how can one get musical instalments by magic? 

"Bhagavat, although the magic show has no basis, one can hear it and see it." 

"Well," said the Buddha, "it is the same for ignorance. It is not internal, it is not external, it is not both, 
neither is it neither internal nor external. It does not pass from the past lifetime to the present lifetime nor 
from the present lifetime to the next lifetime; it has no true nature, it has neither birth nor cessation. 
However, ignorance ( avidyd ) is the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) for the formations ( samskara ) and 
so on up to the accumulation of this mass of suffering ( duhkha-skandhasyotpadah ). When the magic show 
is over, the products of magic vanish. In the same way, when ignorance is destroyed ( ksina ), the formations 
also are destroyed and so on [for the twelve members of pratltyasamutpada] up to the complete 
disappearance of the mass of suffering." 
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Moreover, this example of the magic show demonstrates that, among beings, all conditioned dharmas 
(samskrtadharma ) are empty (sunya) and without solidity (, adhruva ). And so it is said that all the 
formations ( samskara ) are like a magic show that deceives little children; they depend on causes and 
conditions (hetupratyaydpeksa), they are powerless and do not last for a long time 

[102b] ( acirasthitika ). This is why the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as a magic show. 


2. Like a mirage (marici) 

When the light of the sun (surydloka) and the wind ( vdyu ) stir up the dust (rajas), there is a mirage; in the 
desert (kdntdra), it appears as if there were gazelles ( ghotakamrga ) and, on seeing them, not knowing, we 
assume the presence of water ( vdri ). It is the same for the characteristics of male and female ( strfpurusa ): 
when the sun of the fetters (samyojana) and the afflictions ( klesa ) has heated up the dust of the formations 
(samskara) and the wind of bad thoughts (mithya-manasikara) swirls in the desert of transmigration 
(samsara), the person without wisdom asserts the characteristics of male and female (strfpurusa). This is a 
mirage. 

Furthermore, if the sight of the mirage from afar (viprakrsta) calls up the notion of water ( ydrisamjnd ), 
from close up (samnikrsta) this notion disappears. In the same way, when the ignorant person is far away 
from the holy doctrine (aryadharma), he is ignorant of the non-existence of self (anatman), the emptiness 
of dharmas (dharmasunyatd), and attributes to the aggregates (skandha), the elements (dhdtu) and the 
bases of consciousness (dyatana) the characteristics of a person, male or female [which are foreign to it]. 
But when he has come close to the holy dharma, he discovers the true nature of dharmas 
(dharmasatyalaksana) and scatters the illusions (vancana) and false notions (mithydsamjnd). This is why 
the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as a mirage. 


3. Like the moon reflected in water (udakacandra) 

Actually, the moon (candra) is situated in space (dkdsa) but its reflection (bimba) appears in the water 
(udaka). In the same way, 'the moon' of the true Dharma (bhutadharma) is in 'the space' of suchness 
(dharmatd) and the peak of existence (bhutakoti), but its 'reflection' - the wrong notions of 'me' and 'mine' 
(dtmdtmfyanimitta) - appear in the 'water' of the minds of fools (bdlacitta), gods or men. This is why 
[dharmas] are like the moon reflected in water. 

Furthermore, when a little child (bdlaka) sees the moon reflected in the water, he is happy and wants to 
grab it, but the adults who see it make fun of him. In the same way, the ignorant person, seeing his body, 
believes in the existence of a personal self (atman): lacking true knowledge, he sees all kinds of dharmas 
and, having seen them, he is happy and wants to grasp (udgrhnati) the characteristics of male or female 
(strfpurusa), etc.; but the aryas who have found the Path make fun of him. A stanza says: 

Like the moon reflected in water, like the water of a mirage, 

Like attainments in a dream, death and birth are like that. 
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The person who wants to really secure them 
Is a fool whom the aryas ridicule. 

Finally, it is in clear water that one sees the reflection of the moon; when the water is disturbed, the 
reflection vanishes. In the same way, it is in the pure water of an ignorant mind ( avidydcitta ) that the pride 
of self (i asmimana ) and the reflections of the fetters ( samyojana ) appear; but when the stick of wisdom 
( prajnadanda ) stirs up the water of the mind, one no longer sees the self or the other reflections of the 
fetters. This is why the bodhisattvas think that dharmas are like the moon reflected in water. 


4. Like space (akasa) 

Space is just a name ( ndmamdtra ) and not a real dharma.582 Space is invisible ( adrsya ) but, looking at it 
from afar, the eye perceives a light blue color. In the same way, dharmas are empty ( sunya ) and non¬ 
existent ( asat): the person who is still far away from pure true wisdom ( andsravasatyaprajna ) does not 
discover its true nature ( satyalaksana ) but sees in it atman, men (punts ) and women (stri), houses ( grha ) 
and cities (nagara), all kinds of different things ( dravya ), and his mind clings ( abhinivisate ) to them. When 
a little child ( bdlaka ) looks at the blue sky, he says that he sees a real color (varna); but those who fly up 
very high and come closer [to the sky] see nothing; it is when we look at it from a distance that we [102c] 
assert that we see a blue color. It is the same for dharmas. This is why the sutra says that they are like 
space. 

Moreover, space is always pure by nature ( svabhdvavisuddha ), but when it is overcast and covered [by 
clouds], people say that it is impure (, avisuddha). In the same way, the dharmas are always pure by nature, 
but when they are obscured by desire ( raga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and delusion (; moha ), people declare them to 
be impure. Some stanzas say: 

During the summer months ( grisma ), there is thunder, lightning and rain. 

Dark clouds cover the sky, the weather is not calm; 

In the same way, in ignorant ordinary people ( prthagjana ), 

All sorts of afflictions ( klesa ) cover over the mind. 

In a wintry ( hemanta ) sky, sometimes the sun shines, 

But usually it is dark and clouds cover it over. 

In the same way, the person who has acquired the first or second fniiP^ 

Is still darkened by the defilements of desire. 

In a spring ( vasanta ) sky, the sun is about to shine forth. 

But is still covered by dark clouds. 


58“ Cf. the refutation of space in Madh. vrtti. p. 129-130. 
583 -pijg srotaapattiphala and the s akrddgdmiphala. 
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In the same say, in the person who has renounced desire ( vTtaraga ) and has acquired the third fruit,584 
Residues of ignorance and pride still hide the mind. 

In autumn ( sarad ), the sun is not covered by clouds, 

The sky is pure like the water of the oceans. 

Having accomplished what had to be done ( krtakrtya ), being of an immaculate mind,585 
The arhat also is completely pure. 

Moreover, space is without beginning, middle or end (apurvamadhyacarama). It is the same for dharmas. 
In the Mahayana, the Buddha said to Siu p'ou t'i (Subhuti): "Space is beginningless, without middle and 
without end; and it is the same with dharmas." This text should be cited in full. This is why it is said that 
dharmas are like space. 

Question. - Space is a truly existent dharma. Why? If space were not a real dharma, it would not have the 
activity ( kdritra ) of rising up or lowering, going or coming, bending or spreading out, leaving or entering, 
etc., since it would not have the room in which to move. 

Answer. - i) If space were a truly existent dharma, it should have an abode ( adhisthdna, dspada). Why? 
Because without an abode, there are no dharmas. If space resides in holes (chidra), 5°6 S p ace would reside 
in space; therefore space does not reside in cavities. If it resided in any reality whatsoever, this abode 
would be real ( bhuta ) and not empty ( sunya ) and thus space would be unable to reside there and would 
have nothing to accommodate it. 

ii) Moreover, you say that space is the place of abiding ( adhisthdna ), but in a stone wall ( sailabhitti ) which 
truly exists, there is no place of abiding. If there is no place of abiding, there is no space. Since space has 
no abode, there is no space. 

Hi) Finally, space does not exist because it has no specific characteristic (laksana). 587 Each dharma has its 
own characteristic and it is because of this characteristic that we recognize its existence. Thus earth 
( prthivi ) has solidity ( khakkhatatva ) as its characteristic; water ( ap -), humidity ( dravatva ); fire ( tejas ), heat 


584 jjjg anagamiphala. 

585 Thg arhatphalci. 

586 p or t [ le Sarvasivadin-Vaibhasikas, space is the hole, opening, or the void (c hidram akasadhatvakhyam); it is light 
(alokci ) and darkness ( tamos ). For the Sautrantikas, it is just the absence of a resisting body 
(sapratighadravyabhavamatra ). See references in Kosa, I, p. 49-50. 

587 xhis paragraph and the following one are according to the commentary of the Madh. karikas, V, 1-2, p. 129-130: 
nakasam vidyate kimcit purvam .... bhave kramatdm kuha laksanam. "Space does not exist prior to the nature of space 
(namely, the absence of an obstacle: anavarana), for it would be without nature if it existed prior to its nature. - A 
substance without nature does not exist anywhere. Since a substance without nature does not exist, to what would this 
nature apply?" 
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(usnatva); wind (vayu), movement (fra«atva);5^consciousness (vijnana), intellection ( vijnaptitva ); 
wisdom ( prajnd ), insight ( bodhana); nirvana, cessation ( uccheda ). Not having such a characteristic, space 
does not exist. 

Question. - Space has a characteristic, but as you do not cognize it, you say [103a] that it does not exist. 
The characteristic of space is absence of rupa (matter). 

Answer. - That is not correct. Absence of rupa means elimination of matter, but that is not a separate 
dharma any more than the extinguishing of a lamp ( dfpa ) is not a distinct dharma. This is why space has no 
self-nature. 

Moreover, space does not exist. Why? You speak of rupa by saying that the absence of rupa is the self¬ 
nature of space; if that were so, insofar as rupa does not arise, the specific nature of space does not exist. 

Finally, you say that rupa is an impermanent dharma ( anitya ), but that space is a permanent ( nitya ) dharma. 
Before rupa existed, there should have therefore been a dharma called space, since it is eternal. If rupa is 
not absent, the self-nature of space does not exist, and if this nature does not exist, space does not exist 
either. This is why space is a mere name without any reality. The dharmas are also like space; they are 
mere names without any reality. Consequently, the bodhisattvas believe that dharmas are like space. 


5. Like an echo (pratisrutka) 

In a narrow valley, a deep gorge or an empty house, when a sound ( sabda ) or a noise is made, from this 
sound [that is produced] another sound arises that is called an echo. The ignorant person thinks that there is 
somebody who is repeating his words, but the wise person knows that the echo is not due to a third person 
and that it is solely by a reverberation of the sound ( sabdasparsa ) that there is a new sound called an echo. 
The echo is empty (sunya) of reality but it is able to deceive the ear organ ( srotrendriya). In the same way, 
when a person is about to speak, there is a wind (vdyu) in his mouth (mukha) called Yeou t'o na (udana) 
that passes to the nostrils ( ndbhi ); when it strikes the nostrils, an echo is produced and at the moment that it 
comes out, it strikes in seven places and subsides. That is language (abhildpa). Some stanzas say: 

The wind called udana 

Strikes the nostrils and rises up; 

This wind then strikes in seven places: 

The nape of the neck, the gums, the teeth and the lips, 

The tongue, the throat and the chest. 

Thus language is produced. 

The fool does not understand that; 


588 p or the na tu re 0 f the four elements, cf. Majjhima, III, p. 240-241; Pitrputrasamagamasutra, cited in 
Siksasamuccaya, p. 245; Mahavyutpatti, no, 1842-1843; Kosa, I, p. 22. 
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Hesitant, obstinate, he produces dvesa and molm. 

The person endowed with wisdom 
Is not worried, does not cling, 

And does not commit any mistake; 

He adheres solely to the [true] nature of dharmas. 

Bending and staying straight, bending and straightening up, 
[The sound] that comes and goes manifests the language. 
There is no agent there. 

This [language] is a magic show. 

How would anyone know 

That this skeleton, this bundle of nerves, 

Would be able to produce language 
Like molten metal ejects water? 

[103b] This is why the bodhisattvas regard dharmas as an echo. 


6. Like a city of the gandharvas 

When the sun rises, we see a city ( nagara ) of buildings with stories^^ ( kutdgdra ), palaces ( rdjakula ), 
with people coming in and going out. The higher the sun rises, the more indistinct this city becomes; it is 
just an optical illusion without any reality. This is what is called a city of the gandharvas. People who have 
never before seen it and who discover it some morning in the east believe in its reality and hurry towards it; 
but the closer they come, the more unclear it becomes and when the sun is high, it disappears. Tormented 
by hunger and thirst ( ksutpipdsd ), the people who perceive a haze like a herd of gazelles ( ghotakamrga ) 
believe in the presence of water and hasten towards it, but the closer they come, the more the illusion 
becomes blurred. Exhausted, worn out, they come to a high mountain or a narrow valley; they utter cries 
and groans and the echo replies to them; they believe in the presence of inhabitants and try to find them, 
but they tire themselves out in vain and find nothing. Finally, when they have reflected and understood, 
their illusion disappears. In the same way, the ignorant man thinks he sees an atman and dharmas in the 
aggregates ( skandha ), the elements ( dhdtu ) and the bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) which are empty 
(sunya) of any reality. Prey to desire ( rdga ), anger {dvesa) and obstinacy ( cittdbhinivesa ), they wander in 
the four directions to satisfy their desire. Lost and deceived, they are plunged into poverty and misery. But 
when they have recognized the non-existence of the atman and real dharmas by means of wisdom ( prajna ), 
their mistake ( vipaiydsa ) disappears. 


589 


Lamotte translates kutdgdra as 'etage'. Monier-Williams gives ‘an upper room, apartment on the top of a house'. 
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Furthermore, the city of the gandharvas is not a city; it is the mind of the person who sees it as such. In the 
same way, fools ( bala ) conceive of that which is not a body as a body (kayo) and as a mind (citta) that 
which is not a mind. 

Question. - A single example would suffice in understanding; why multiply the comparisons ( upamdna ) in 
this way? 

Answer. - i) We have already answered this question [by saying] that the Mahayana is like the waters of 
the ocean and it contains absolutely all dharmas. Since the Mahayana multiplies the arguments 
(, hetupratyaya ), the large number of comparisons is not a fault. 

ii) Moreover, the bodhisattvas have profound and sharp knowledge ( jnana ); it is by means of all kinds of 
teachings ( dharmaparyaya ), reasonings ( hetupraydya ) and comparisons ( upamdna ) that they eliminate 
dharmas. In order that people should understand, it is necessary to multiply the examples. 

iii) Finally, in the texts of the sravakas, we never find the example of the city of the gandharvas,590 but 
there are all kinds of other comparisons to illustrate impermanence ( anityatd). [For example, a sutra says]: 
"Form (; rupa ) is like a ball of foam ( phenapinda ); feeling ( vedand ) like a water bubble ( budbudha ); 
perception (, samjna) like a mirage ( marfci ), volition ( samskdra ) like the trunk of a banana tree 
(kadalfskandha); consciousness ( vijnana ) like a magic show ( mdyd ) and a magic net ( mdydjdla )."^1 l n 
the sutras, these are the comparisons used to illustrate emptiness. Since the city of the gandharvas is a 
different comparison, it is mentioned here. 

Question. - In the sravaka texts, the body ( kdya ) is compared to a city;592 w hy i s the example of the city of 
the gandharvas given here? 


59® Actually, the word gandhabbanagara does not appear in the Pali-English Dictionary of Rhys Davids-Stede. 

591 Stanza from the Phenasutta: 

a. In Pali, in Samyutta, III, p. 142; Cullaniddesa, p. 680: phenapindupamam rupam vedand bubbidupamd .... 
mayupamanca vinnanam dipitadiccabandhuna. 

It is commented on in the Visuddhimagga, p. 479 as follows: phenapindo viya rupam .... mdyd viya vinnanam , 
vancakato. 

b. In Sanskrit, in Madh. vrtti, p. 41: phenapindopamam rupam vedand budbudopamd.... vijndnam uktam adityabandhana. 

c. In Tibetan, in Madh. avatara, p. 22: gzugs ni sbu ba rdospa hdra .... iii main giien gyis nkah stsal to. 

d. In Chinese, in Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 265), k. 10, p. 69al8-20; Wou yin p'i yu king, T 105, p. 501bl8-20; Chouei mo so 
p'iao king, T 106, p. 502al6-18. 

59? For example, Samyutta, IV, p. 195-195 ( = Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1175, k.43, p. 315b-316a): Seyyathdpi bhikkhu radio 
paccantimam nagaram dalhudddpam .... sammaditthiya pe sammasamadhissa ti. 

[Imagine, O monk, a border city of some king, with solid foundations, with walls and solid towers, having six gates. 
There is a wise gate-keeper, careful and intelligent, who turns away certain visitors and allows others to enter. Having 
come from the east, a pair of express messengers speak to the gate-keeper: “Hey, man! Where is the lord of this city?" 
And the gate-keeper answers: "Gentlemen, he is in the square [within the city]." Then the pair of express messengers give 
the lord of the city a true message and then go back by the same road they came. Two other pairs of express messengers, 
coming from the west and the north, do the same. 
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Answer. - In the example of the city used by the sravakas, the subject of comparison exists as such 
( dravyasat ), whereas the city has merely nominal existence (prajnaptisat ). But in the city of the 
gandharvas, the subject of comparison itself is non-existent; it is like the burning brand flourished in a 
circle (i alatacakra )^93 that deceives the human eye. In the sravaka texts, the example of the city is used 
only to refute the atman. Here we use the example of the city of the gandharvas so that the bodhisattvas of 
keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) penetrate the emptiness of dharmas deeply, which is why these are compared 
to a city of the gandharvas. 


I have given you, O monk, a parable and here is the meaning of it: 

The city, O monk, signifies the body composed of the four great elements, resulting from a father and a mother, nourished 
by rice and whey, undergoing eternal wear and tear, erosion, dissolving and disintegrating. 

The six gates, O monk, signify the six inner bases of consciousness (the eye organs, the ear organ, etc.). 

The gate-keeper, O monk, signifies attentiveness. 

The pair of express messengers, O monk, signify calmness and concentration, 

The lord of the city, O monk, signifies consciousness. 

The square in the inner city, O monk, signifies the four great elements, earth, water, fire and wind. 

The true message, O monk, signifies nirvana. 

The road on which to depart, O monk, signifies the noble eight-fold Path, namely, right view and the rest, and right 
concentration. 

The Buddha did not say any more about the lord of the city, but we know from Buddhaghosa (Sarattha, III, P. 60 sq.) that 
it is about a dissolute young prince whom the two messengers lead back to the right path. 

- In the Tsa a han, p. 315, the parable is slightly different and the Pali version has contaminated the interpretation, which 
follows: "Imagine there is a city in a border land, having well-constructed walls, solid gates and smooth roads. At the four 
gates of the city there are four guards; they are intelligent, wise, and know those who enter and those who depart. In this 
city there is a courtyard where the lord of the city is seated. When the messenger from the east arrives, he asks the guard 
where the lord of the city is, and the guard answers: "The lord is inside the city sitting in the courtyard." Then this 
messenger goes to the lord of the city, gets his orders and returns by the same road. The messengers from the south, west 
and north do the same and each returns to their place of departure. 

The Buddha says to the monk: I have told you a parable, now I will explain its meaning: The city is the person's body, 
coarse matter.... the well-constructed walls are the right views ( samyagdrsti ). The smooth roads are the six inner bases of 
consciousness ( adhydtmika sadayatana). The four gates are the four abodes of consciousness ( vijnanasthiti ). The four 
guards are the four foundations of mindfulness ( smrtyupasthana ). The lord of the city is consciousness ( vijnana ) and [the 
other] aggregates of attachment ( upadanaskandha ). The messengers are calmness and contemplation (read tche kouan = 
samathavipasyana in place of tcheng kouan). The true message is the four absolute truths ( paramarthasatya , which 
probably should be corrected to aryasatya). The path of departure is the eight-fold noble Path. 

We may notice that the true message, symbolic of the four truths does not appear in the Chinese version, but rather 
appears in the interpretation which follows, directly borrowed from the Pali text, where the messengers communicate to 
the lord of the city th e yathabhuta vacana. The text of the Tsa a han has thus been contaminated by the Pali version. 

The example of the burning brand flourished in a circle which gives the illusion of a ring of fire (alatacakra) is not 
found in the Pali scriptures but is used by the Madhyamaka: cf. Madh. vritti, p. 173, 219, 238, 49; Catuhsataka, v. 325. - 
It is also found in the Laiikavatara, p. 9, 42, 9, 106, 287, and the Kosa, I, p. 93,; III, p. 212; V, p. 23. The Kosavyakhya 
defines it as follows: aldte sighrasamcardt tatra tatrotpadyamane 'latacakrabuddhir bhavati. - The brahmanical texts also 
use this comparison. 
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7. Like a dream (svapna) 

[103c] There is no reality in a dream but nevertheless we believe in the reality of the things seen in a 
dream. After waking up, we recognize the falsity of the dream and we smile at ourselves. In the same way, 
the person deep in the sleep of the fetters ( samyojananidra) clings ( abhinivisate ) to the things that do not 
exist; but when he has found the Path, at the moment of enlightenment, he understands that there is no 
reality and laughs at himself. This is why it is said: like in a dream. 

Moreover, by the power of sleep ( nidrdbala ), the dreamer sees something there where there is nothing. In 
the same way, by the power of the sleep of ignorance ( avidydnidrd ), a person believes in the existence of 
all kinds of things that do not exist, e.g., 'me' and 'mine' (dtmdtmiya), male and female, etc. 

Moreover, in a dream, we enjoy ourselves although there is nothing enjoyable there; we are irritated 
although there is nothing irritating there; we are frightened although there is nothing to be afraid of there. 
In the same way, beings of the threefold world ( traidhdtukasattva ), in the sleep of ignorance, are irritated 
although there is nothing irritating, enjoy themselves although there is nothing enjoyable, and frightened 
although there is nothing to be afraid of. 

Finally, there are five types of dreams: i) In the case of physical unbalance ( kdyavaisamya ), when the hot 
vapors predominate, one dreams a lot, one sees fire ( tejas ), yellow (pita ) and red (lohita) ; ii) when the cold 
vapors predominate, one sees especially water ( ap -) and white ( avaddta ); Hi) when the windy vapors 
predominate, one sees particularly flights [of birds] and black ( krsna ); iv) when one has thought a lot 
[during the day] and reflected well on what one has seen and heard ( drstasruta ), one sees all of that again 
in dream; v) finally, the gods send dreams to teach about future events. These five types of dreams are all 
without reality; they are false visions. - It is the same for people [who are awake]: beings who are in the 
five destinies (gati ) see the atman in four ways because of their material visions: i) the form aggregate 
(rupaskandha) is the atman; ii) form (rupa) belongs to the self, to the 'me' ( dtmfya ); iii) in the atman, there 
is rupa. iv) in rupa, there is atman. 

What they say here about rupa they also apply to feeling ( vedand ), perception ( samjna ), the formations 
(samskdra) and consciousness (vijnana): this makes 4 x 5 = 20 ways [of considering atman]. But when 
they have found the Path and true wisdom has awakened them, they know that [this so-called atman] has 
no reality. 

Question. - You should not say that the dream has no reality. Why? Because every mind depends on causes 
and conditions (hetupratyaya) in order to be produced and, in the dream, consciousness ( vijnana ) has all 
sorts of conditions (pratyaya ). Without these conditions, how could consciousness arise? 

Answer. - It’s nothing of the sort: in dream, we see something although we should not see it. We see, for 
example, a human head ( manusyasiras) with horns ( visdna) or dead bodies flying through space ( dkdsa ). 
Actually, people do not have horns and dead bodies do not fly. Thus the dream has no reality. 

Question. - But human heads really exist and in addition, horns also exist; it is by a mental confusion 
(cittamoha) that we see a human head with horns. There really is space (dkdsa) and there really are beings 
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that fly; it is by mental confusion that we see dead bodies that fly. It is not on account of that that the dream 
has no reality. 

Answer. - Even though there are truly human heads and even though there are truly horns, a human head 
with horns is nothing but a false vision. 

Question. - The universe ( lokadhdtu ) is vast and, in the course of previous lifetimes ( purvajanma ), the 
causes and conditions [that determine these consciousnesses] have been varied. There may be strange lands 
(i desdntara) where the heads of people grow horns, where the people have but one hand or one foot, or 
where they are but one foot tall, or where they have nine heads. What is strange about humans having 
horns? 

Answer. - It is possible that in other lands people may have horns; but in a dream, one sees only what one 
knows in this very land where 'people with horns' do not occur. 

Moreover, some see in dreams the limits of space (dkdsa) or the limits of the directions (dis) [104a] and of 
time ( kdla ). How are such things true? In what place could space, directions and time be absent? This is 
why in a dream we see as existent things that do not exist. 

You were asking how consciousness could be produced in the absence of conditions (pratyaya ). Even 
though the conditions [consisting of] the five sense objects were lacking, the conditions [necessary for the 
production] of dharmas ( dhannapratyaya ) arise by the efficacy ( balapravrtti ) of thinking ( manasikdra) 
and of the mind. If somebody tells you about a man with two heads, this statement would produce [in you] 
a concept (samjnd) and, in a dream, you will see as existent that which does not exist. It is the same for the 
dharmas: they are non-existent and nevertheless they are seen ( drsta ), heard ( sruta ) and cognized ( vijiidta ). 
A stanza says: 

All dharmas 

Are like 

A dream, a magic show 
A city of the gandharvas. 

This is why the bodhisattvas believe that dharmas are like a dream. 


8. Like a shadow (clmya) 

A shadow is visible but cannot be grasped. It is the same for dharmas: the organs ( indriya) and the sense 
objects are seen {drsta), heard {sruta), cognized {vijndta) and felt {mata), but their reality is ungraspable. A 
stanza says: 

True wisdom, 

Ungraspable on all four sides, 

Cannot be touched 


306 



Like a blazing inferno. 

Dharmas are impregnable, 

They must not be grasped. 

Moreover, it is necessary that light be intercepted so that the shadow appears: without this interception, the 
shadow would be absent. In the same way, it is necessary that the fetters ( samyojana ) and the afflictions 
(klesa ) hide the light of correct seeing ( samyagdrsti ) so that the shadow of the atman and of dharmas 
appear. 

Moreover, the shadow walks when the person walks, the shadow moves when the person moves, the 
shadow stops when the person stops. In the same way, the shadow of good or bad actions 
(,kusalakusalakarman ) moves when the past existence ( purvajanma ) moves, but it remains stationary when 
the present existence ( ihajanma ) is stationary because the retribution of actions ( kannavipaka ) has not 
been cut. When the sins (dpatti) and merits {punya) are ripe {paripakva ), the shadow disappears. Some 
stanzas say: 

Action follows [its perpetrator] through the air, 

It pursues him among the rocks, 

It accompanies him in the depths of the earth. 

It enters the waters of the ocean with him, 

It pursues him always and everywhere: 

The shadow of actions is indissoluble. 

This is why dharmas are like a shadow. 

Finally, the shadow is empty ( sunya ), non-existent (asat); one may search hard for its reality but one can 
never find it. Similarly, all dharmas are empty and without reality. 

Question. - It is not true that the shadow is empty and without reality. Why? It is said in the A p'i t'an 
(Abhidharma): "What is called 'visible'? Blue {nila), yellow {pita), red (/0/7/to), white {avaddta), black 
(b~sna), deep red, light blue, light {dloka) and shadow (chdya). Moreover, bodily action (kdyakarman) and 
the three kinds of derived matter {updddyarupa) are called 'visible' or rupayatana." Why do you say that 
the shadow does not exist? Furthermore, the shadow truly exists because it has causes and conditions 
( hetupratyaya ): its cause is the tree ( vrksa ); its condition is light {dloka); when these two principal [factors] 
come together, the shadow is produced. Why do you say that it does not exist? If there is no shadow, the 
other dharmas that also possess causes and conditions would not exist either. - Finally, [104b] this shadow 
has a visible color. Long {dirgha) or short {krasva), big (mahat) or small {alpa), thick ( sthida ) or thin 
{suksma), crooked {kutila) or straight (riju); when the shape {samsthana) moves, the shadow also moves. 
All of that is visible. This is why the shadow must exist. 

Answer. - The shadow is empty {sunya) and non-existent {asat). You quote a passage from the 
Abhidharma, but the interpretation that you give it is that of a person. People often mistreat the meaning of 
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scriptural texts ( dharmapraydya ) and take their inventions as reality. Thus it is said in the P'i p'o cha 
(Vibhasa): "The atoms ( paramanu ) are subtle, indestructible and incombustible; therefore they are 
eternal. "594 And again, "The dharmas of the three times pass from the future ( andgata ) to the present 
( pratyutpanna ), and from the present to the past (atfta) without deteriorating."595 : these texts favor 
eternalism (sasvatd). On the other hand, it is also said: 

" Conditioned dharmas (samskrtadharma), arising and perishing ever anew, do not last ( asthitika )."596 
This text favors nihilism ( uccheda ). Why? Because [that which is conditioned] no longer exists after 
having existed. Thus in the Abhidharma, there are all sorts of statements that contradict the words of the 
Buddha. We cannot resort to it to establish that the shadow is a type of material dharma ( rupadharma ). 

When a rupadharma arises, it necessarily has a smell ( gandha ), a taste (rasa), tangibility (sprastavya), etc. 
This is not the case for the shadow. Therefore it does not exist. The jug (ghata), for example, is cognized 
by two organs ( indriya ), the eye organ ( caksurindriya ) and the organ of touch (kdyendriya). If the shadow 
existed, it should be cognized by these two organs. But that is not the case and, consequently, the shadow 
has no true substance. It is but a 'trompe-oeuiT ( caksurvancana ). If one takes a burning brand and 
flourishes it rapidly in a circle, one draws a circle in the air with it, but this circle has no reality. Similarly, 
the shadow has no real substance. If it were a true substance, it could be destroyed or made to disappear, 
hut as long as its screen ( samsthdna ) is intact, the shadow is indestructible. This is why it is empty. Finally, 
since it depends on a screen (samsthdnam apeksate) and has no independence (aisvarya), the shadow is 
empty. But even though it is empty, its notion exists and the eye sees it. This is why dharmas are compared 
to a shadow. 


9. Like a reflection (bimba) in a mirror 

The reflection in the mirror is not produced by the mirror ( ddarsa ), nor by the face ( vaktra ), nor by the 
person holding the mirror (ddarsadhara), nor by itself ( svatah ); but it is not without causes and conditions 
(hetupratyaya) 


594 P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 75, p. 389c26. 

595 Ibid., k. 76, p. 303al4-15, referring so as to criticize the opinion of the Darstantikas and Vibhajyavadins: "The 
samskaras enter from the future into the present and from the present they enter into the past." 

5 9 ^ Ibid., k. 76, p. 394a29-394b2 (tr. Poussin, La controverse du temps, MCG, V, 1936-37, p. 14): "True dhannas 
(saddharma), arisen ( jata ), existent ( bhuta ), created (krta ?), conditioned ( samskrta ), having an effect (sakaramya), 
produced in dependence ( pratityasamutpanna ), are by their nature perishable ( ksayadharman ), doomed to disappear 
(vyayadharman ), objects of detachment ( viragadharman ), doomed to destruction ( nirodhadharman ), doomed to 
deterioration ( nasyanadharmaka ). That these dharmas do not deteriorate is out of the question.” 

597 This is the canonical doctrine; cf. Selasutta in Samyutta, I, p. 134; Tsa a han, T 99 (no, 1203), k. 45, p. 327b-c; T 100 
(no. 219), k. 12, p. 455a: nayidam attakatam bimbam na ... hetubhahga nirujjhati. 

Kosa, III, p. 34-36, denies the real existence of the reflection because two things do not exist in the same place, because 
there is no series, because it arises from two causes. 
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i) Why is it not produced by the mirror? Because there is no reflection if the face does not come in front of 
the mirror. Thus it is not produced by the mirror, ii) Why is it not produced by the face? Because there is 
no reflection without the mirror. iii) Why is it not produced by the person holding the mirror? Because 
there is no reflection without mirror or face, iv) Why is it not produced by itself? Because in the absence of 
the mirror and the face, there is no reflection. To be produced, the reflection depends ( apeksate ) on the 
mirror and the face. Thus the reflection is not produced by itself. How is it not lacking causes and 
conditions? If it were without causes and conditions, it would exist eternally. If it existed eternally, it 
would be produced even in the absence of the mirror and the face. Thus it is not without causes and 
conditions. 

It is the same for the dharmas: they are not produced by themselves ( svatah ), nor by another (parat ah), nor 
by both together (; ubhayatah ); but they are not without causes and conditions.^98 

i) Why are they not produced by themselves? They are not produced by themselves because the atman does 
not exist, because all dharmas come from causes and are not sovereign and because dharmas depend 
(i apeksante ) on causes and conditions, ii) They are not produced by another. [104c] If they do not 
themselves exist, their neighbor would not exist either. Creation by another would suppress the efficacious 
role played by sins and merits (pdpapurtyabala ). Creation by another is of two types, good (kusala) or bad 
(i akusala ); the good must produce happiness (sukha), the bad must produce unhappiness (duhkha), If there 
is a mixture of bad and good, what is the cause and condition from which the happiness arises and what is 
the cause and condition from which the unhappiness arises? If both are absent, the self and other are 
likewise absent, iii) If happiness and unhappiness arise without causes and conditions, the person would be 
eternally happy and free of all unhappiness. If there is neither cause nor conditions, the person could not 
realize the cause of happiness or escape the cause of unhappiness. All dharmas are necessarily from causes 
and conditions. It is stupid to ignore that. Thus a person gets fire ( agni ) from wood (dam), water (udaka) 
from earth (prthivl ), and wind (anila) from a fan (vijana). Each of these things has its causes and 
conditions. The causes and conditions of this mass of unhappiness and happiness are the following: the 
actions (karmari) of the past lifetime (purvajanma) are the causes and the good or bad behavior 
(sucaritaduscarita) of the present lifetime (ihajanma) are the conditions from which suffering and 
happiness come. These are the different causes and conditions of suffering and happiness. In truth, there is 


This is the essence of the Nagarjunian doctrine given in the first stanza of the Madh. karika (Madh, vrtti, p. 12; 
Tchong louen, T 1564, k. 1., p. 2b): 

na svato napiparato na dvabhyam napy ahetutah/ 
utpanna jdtu vidyante bhmavah kvacana ke cana// 

"Never, anywhere in any case, do substances exist that are bom from themselves, or from another, or from both, or 
without cause." 

In conformity with this point of the initial argument, causality by way of itself ( svakrtatva ) where the identity of cause 
and effect has been refuted in Madh. vrtti, p. 13 and Madh. avatara, p. 82 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1910, p. 280); causality by 
way of another ( parakrtva ), in Madh. vrtti, p. 36 and 78; combined causality (ubhayakrtatva) in Madh. vrtti, p. 38 and 
233; absence of any causality ( ahetusamutpannatva ) in Madh. vrtti, p. 38, 182; Madh. avatara, p. 207 (tr. Lav., Musseon, 
1912, p. 260). 
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no agent ( kdraka) or any enjoyer ( vedaka). The five aggregates (pahcaskandha) are without activity ( kriyd ) 
or enjoyment ( vedand ). The ignorant person who finds happiness enjoys it and clings to it; if he finds 
unhappiness, he feels irritation; when his happiness disappears, he tries to recover it. 

A child, seeing [its] reflection (bimbo) in a mirror ( ddarha ), is happy and becomes infatuated with it; but 
when this well-loved reflection has disappeared, the child breaks the mirror to try to recover it; wise people 
make fun of it. In the same way, those who, having lost their happiness, try to regain it, are mocked by the 
aryas who have found the Path. This is why dharmas are like a reflection in a mirror. 

Moreover, the reflection in a mirror is truly empty ( siinya ), without arising ( utpdda ), without cessation 
(nirodha), but it deceives the eyes of fools (bdla). In the same way, dharmas are empty, without arising, 
without cessation, but they deceive the eyes of worldly people ( prthagjana ). 

Question. - The reflection in the mirror is the result of causes and conditions. If there is a face, a mirror, a 
person holding the mirror and a light, provided these causes are brought together, the reflection is 
produced. Thus the reflection is both cause (hetu) and result (phala ). Why do you say then that it is empty 
of reality, without arising or cessation? 

Answer. - Being the result of causes and conditions, the reflection is not independent; therefore it is empty 
(sunya). A truly existent dharma cannot be the result of causes and conditions. Why? If the cause ( kdrana ) 
pre-exists in the cause, there is no effect (kdiya); if the cause does not pre-exist in the cause, there is no 
result either. Thus, if cream ( dadhi ) pre-exists in milk ( ksira ), the milk is not the cause of the cream, for the 
cream pre-exists. If the cream does not pre-exist in the milk, everything would happen as in water ( udaka ) 
where there is no cream: the milk is not the cause of the cream. If the cream existed without cause, why 
would water not produce cream?599 [f the milk is the cause of the cream, the milk, which itself is not 
independent, also comes from a cause; it derives its origin from the cow (go); [105a] the cow takes its 
origin from water (udaka) and grass (trim), and thus there are infinite (ananta) causes. This is why it 
cannot be said that the result (kdiya) exists (bhavati) in the cause (kdrana), or that it does not exist (na 
bhavati) in the cause, or that it both exists and does not exist (bhavati ca na bhavati ca), or that it neither 
exists nor does not exist (naiva bhavati na na bhavati) in the cause. Dharmas resulting from causes and 
conditions (pratftyasamutpanna) do not have self- nature (svabhdva). They are like a reflection in a mirror. 
Some stanzas say: 

If dharmas come from causes and conditions. 


599 According to Nagarjuna, modification (anyathdtva) of substances is impossible. He establishes this thesis (Madh, 
vrtti, p. 242) in the following way: 

tasya ced anyathdbhavah ksiram eva .... bhavdndmprasetsyatiti nayuktam etat. 

"If the modification [of substances] were possible, milk would be identical with cream. Our adversary will say that it is by 
the disappearance of the state 'milk' that the state 'cream' is produced. But if our adversary does not want the milk to be 
identical with the cream because they are opposite to one another, it will follow that the cream can arise from anything 
that is not milk. But how is that? Could the cream arise from water? It is therefore unreasonable to claim that the cream 
comes from that which is different from it. Since the modification of substances is impossible, it is wrong to claim that 
substances have an essence because changes are observed." 
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They are truly empty of self-nature; 

If these dharmas were not empty. 

They would not be the result of causes and conditions. 
It is like reflections in a mirror; 

They do not come from the mirror, nor from the face, 
Nor from the person who holds the mirror, 

Nor from themselves; but they are not without cause. 
[Dharmas] are neither existent nor non-existent. 

Not both existent and non-existent: 

To refuse to accept these theses 
Is what is called the Middle Way. 

That is why dharmas are like the reflection in the mirror. 


10. Like a metamorphosis (nirmana) [manifestation, appearance] 

The fourteen minds of metamorphosis ( nirmdnacitta ) are: (1-2) In the first dhyana, two minds, viz. that of 
kamadhatu and that of the first dhyana; (3-5) In the second dhyana, three minds, viz., that of kamadhatu, 
that of the first dhyana and that of the second dhyana; (6-9) In the third dhyana, four minds, viz., that of 
kamadhatu and those of the first, second and third dhyanas; (10-14) In the fourth dhyana, five minds, viz., 
that of kamadhatu and those of the first, second, third and fourth dhyanas.600 

These fourteen minds of metamorphosis accomplish eight kinds of nirmana'. (1) reducing to the size of an 
atom ( paramanu ), (2) enlarging to the point of filling up space ( dkdsa ). (3) becoming as light as the feather 
of a crane ( sdrasaloman ), (4) exercising sovereignty ( vasitvakarana ) by growing bigger, shrinking, 
lengthening, narrowing, etc., (5) possessing the Indrabala, the power that surpasses that of humans, (6) 
being far distant and coming close, (7) making the earth shake ( kampana ), (8) obtaining whatever one 
desires: being single and becoming many ( eko bhutva bahudhd bhavati), being many and becoming single 
(bahudhd bhutva eko bhavati), passing through stone walls ( tirah kudyam gacchati), walking on water 
{udake gacchati), walking in space ( dkdse kramati), touching the sun and the moon with one's hand 
(suryacandramasau pdnind dmdrsti), transforming the four great elements, i.e., changing earth (prthivi ) 
into water (ap-) and water into earth, fire ( tejas ) into wind and wind (vdyu) into fire, stone ( saila ) into gold 
and gold ( suvarna) into stone.601 


600 -pijg f our t een nirmanacittas are distributed in the four dhyanas according to the following principle: "The 
nirmdnacitta, the result of a certain dhyana, is the ground of that particular dhyana or of a lower ground." See Kosa, VII, 
p. 115-116. 

601 The Mpps seems to have artificially combined a list of 16 maharddhis with a list of 7 abhijnakarman. 
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There are four other kinds of nirmana : (1) In the realm of desire ( kdmadhatu ), substances ( dravya ) can be 
transformed by means of herbs ( osadhi ), precious objects ( ratnadravya ) and magical means; (2) beings 
endowed with the superknowledges (, abhijna ) can transform substances by their magical power 
( rddhibala ); (3) the devas, nagas, asuras, etc., can transform substances by means of the power of 
retribution ( vipdkabala ) of their [previous] lifetimes; (4) beings rewarded in a lifetime in the form realm 
(rupadhatu) can transform substances by the power of concentration ( samddhibala ).^02 


a. The list of the 16 maharddhi occurs in Samgraha, p. 221-222; Bodh. bhumi, p. 58-63. It mentions the powers of 
making the earth shake ( kampana, no. 1), of transfonning ( anyathibhdvakarana , no. 5), of concentrating and developing 
( samksepaprathana , no. 7), which correspond to nos. 7, 8 sub fine, 1 and 2, of our list. 

b. The list of the abhijnakarman is mentioned in more than 20 places in the Pali scriptures (DIgha, I, p. 78; Samyutta, II, 
p. 121; Aiiguttara, I, p. 170) and its Sanskrit version appears in Pancavimsati, p. 83; Kosavyakhya, p. 654, Mahavyutpatti, 
no. 215-223, 227. 

Pali Version: So anekavihitam iddhivivham paccanubhoti: 1) .... 2) ekopi hutvdhutvd bcihudhd hoti. 3) bahudhdpi hutva 
eko hoti. 4) avibhavam tirobhavam [api paccanubhoti]. 5) tirokuddam tiropdkrarn tiropabbatam asajjamdno gacchati 
seyyathd pi akase. 6) pathavvya pi ummujjanimmujjam karoti seyyathd pi udake. 7) udake pi abijjamdno gacchati 
seyyathd pi pathaviyam. 8) akase pi pallahkena kamati seyyathd pi pakkhi sakuno. 9).... 10).... 11) ime pi candimasuriye 
evam mahdnubhdve pdnina parimajjati yava Brahmalokd pi kayena va samvatteti. 

Sanskrit Version: So 'nekavidham rddhividhim pratyanubhavati : 1) prthmm api kampayati. 2) eko 'pi bhutva bahudhd 
bhavati. 3) bahudhapi bhutva eko bhavati. 4) avirbhdvam tirobhavam api pratyanubhavati. 5) tirahkudyam 
tirahprdkamaram tirahparvatam apy asakto gacchati tad yathdpi ndma akase pctksi sakunih. 6) prthivydm spy 
unmajjanimajjam karoti tadyathapi ndmodake. 7) udake 'bhidyamano gacchati tad yathdpi ndma prthivyam. 8) akase 
paryankena kramati tadyatha sakunih paksi. 

9) dhumciyate api prcijvalty api tad tathdpi ndma mahdn agniskandhah. 10) udakam api kciycit pramuhcciti tad yathdpi 
ndma mahdmeghah. 11) imdiv api suryacanararcimasau evam maharddhikau mahanubhavau pdnina pardmrsati yavad 
Brahmalokad api kayam vasena vartayati. 

60- Kosa, VII, p. 122, lists five kinds of rddhi: i) produced by meditation ( bhdvanaja ), ii) innate ( upapattildbhika ), iii) 
realized by magical phrases ( vidya or mantra krta ), iv) by plants ( osadokrta ), v) coming from actions ( karmata ). 

Like other texts of the Lesser and Greater Vehicles (Avatamsaka, Mahayanasamgraha, Mahavibhasa, etc.), the Mpps is 
aware of the transmutation of metals. On this subject, see A. Waley, References to alchemy in Buddhist scriptures , BSOS, 
VI, 4, 1932, p. 1102-1103. We should remember that the biographers of Nagarjuna, Chinese as well as Tibetan, present 
him above all as an alchemist possessing the elixir of life and able to change stone into gold (cf. Long chou p'ou sa 
tchouan, T 2047, p. 184a; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 10. p. 930a; Bu ston, II, p. 13; Taranatha, p. 73; S. Levi, 
Kanishka et Shatavhahana , JA, Jan.-Mar. 1936, p. 103-107). From these references to alchemy in the Mpps, we must not 
conclude, as does O. Stein, References to alchemy in Buddhist scriptures, BSOS, VII, 1, 1933, p. 263, that the Chih Tu 
louen can hardly be earlier than the 8th century. First, it has not been proven that the author of the Mpps is identical with 
the Nagarjuna to whom the Rasaratndkara, a work of the 7th or 8th century, is attributed. As does alchemy, it constitutes 
one of the elements of tantric Buddhism the origins of which go back further than is generally admitted. G. Tucci, The 
first mention of Tantric Schools, J. Asiatic Soc. Bengal, XXVI, 1930, p. 128-132, has shown that one tantric sect, that of 
the Kapalikas, is at least as old as Harivarman and Asanga. Finally, and this is the decisive point, the Mpps was translated 
by Kumarajlva who lived from 344 to 413 A.D. 
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These imaginary creatures are not subject to birth (Jdti), old age (Java ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death 
(marana); they experience neither unhappiness (, duhkha ) nor happiness ( sukha ) and thus are different from 
humans. This is why they are empty and non-existent. In the same way, all dharmas are without arising 
( utpdda ), duration ( sthiti ) and cessation ( bhanga ); this is why they are compared to nirmdnas. 

Furthermore, the products of nirmdna have no fixed substance ( aniyatadravya ); [105b] only insofar as 
they arise from the mind [of metamorphosis] do they have an activity (kidyd), but they do not truly exist. It 
is the same for human lifetimes; for origin, they have no cause; they come from the minds (citta, 
synonymous here with karman) of the past existence giving rise to the existence of the present life which is 
absolutely without reality. This is why dharmas are compared to a nirmdna. 

When the nirmdna mind ( nirmdnacitta ) has vanished, the manifestation ( nirmdna ) vanishes as well. It is 
the same with dharmas: when the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) have disappeared, the fruit (phala ) 
disappears as well, for it is dependent as is the product of nirmdna. 

Although they are empty of reality, the nirmdnas can cause beings to experience joy ( muditd ), hatred 
( dvesa ), sadness ( daurmanasya ), suffering ( duhkha ) or confusion ( moha ). In the same way, although 
dharmas are empty and unreal, they can cause beings to experience joy (muditd), hatred (dvesa), sadness 
(daurmanasya), fear (bhaya), etc. This is why they are compared to a nirmdna. 

Moreover, the products of metamorphosis (ninndnajadharma) lack beginning, middle and end 
(i apurvamadhyacarama); it is the same with dharmas. When the nirmdnas arise, they do not go anywhere; 
when they vanish, they do not go anywhere. It is the same with dharmas. 

Finally, the nirmdnas are pure (laksanavisuddha) like space (dkdsa); they are not attached to (sakta) nor 
defiled by (klista) sins or merits (pdpapunya). It is the same for the dharmas, for suchness (dharmatd), the 
true nature (tathatd) or the summit of existence (bhutakoti) is itself (svatah) always pure (nityasuddha). 
Thus the four great rivers of Jambudvlpa, ^03 each of which has five hundred tributaries, have their waters 
polluted in various ways; but when they flow into the great ocean, they are perfectly clear. 


603 -pijg canon i ca i a nd post-canonical scriptures list five great rivers (paiica mahanadiyo) in Jambudvlpa: Gaiigd, 
Yamuna (Jamna), Sarabhu (Sarju), Aciravati (Rapti), Main (Gaya district). Cf. Vinaya, II, p. 237, 239; Samyutta, II, p. 
135; V, p. 401; Anguttara, IV, p. 101; V, p. 22; Milinda, p. 70. 87. 380; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 2, p. 428c; Tsa a han, T 
99, k. 30, p. 215a; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 1, p. 772b; T 1544, k. 1, p. 918c. 

Although the Mpps is aware of these paiica mahanadiyo which it enumerates at k. 28, p. 266a, here it means the four 
great rivers which flow out of Lake Anavatapta: Gahga. Sindhu (Indus), Vaksu (Oxus) and Slid (Tarim). It will describe 
these fully below (k. 7, p. 114a). The perspective of the Mpps is vaster than that of the canonical scriptures whose horizon 
was limited to Gangetic India. At least this is the reason given by the Vibhasa, T 1543, k. 5, p. 21c-22a: "When the 
Bhadanta (Katyayanlputra) composed this Jnanaprasthana, he was in the East [i.e., in eastern India]; this is why he cites 
as example the five rivers commonly seen in the East. But actually there are four great rivers in this Jambudvlpa, each of 
which gives rise to four secondary rivers: the Ganga, the Sindhu, the Vaksu and the SIta." These four great rivers are 
known and cited in southern Indian Buddhism in preference to the paiica mahanadiyo: cf. DIrghagama Cosmography (T 
1, k. 18, p. 116c; T 23, k. 1, p. 289a; T 24, k. k. 1, p. 313a; T 25, k. 1, p. 368a); the Vibhasa (l.c.), the Kosa, III, p. 147; 
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Question. - It cannot be said that the nirmanas are empty. Why? Because the mind of metamorphosis [on 
which it is dependent] comes from the development ( bhdvand ) of a samadhi. It is with this mind [of 
metamorphosis] that all kinds of nirmanas are realized. Whether it is a man or a thing, this nirmdna has a 
cause (hetu) and produces an effect (phala ). How can it be empty? 

Answer. - We must repeat the answer that we have already given with regard to the shadow ( chaya ). 
Although the cause and condition ( hetupratyaya ) of the nirmdna exist, the result, viz., the nirmdna, is 
empty. It is as empty as the speech {vac) that comes out of the mouth. Even though the mind {citta) and the 
mouth ( mukha ) produce this word, it does not exist by the fact of the mind and the mouth alone. The object 
designated (ukta) by this word may just as well exist as not exist. If we talk about a second head ( dvitfya 
strsaka) or a third hand ( trtfya hasta), we cannot say that this head or this hand exists even though they 
arise from the mind [that conceives them] and the mouth [that speaks of them]. Thus the Buddha said: "By 
examining that which does not arise {anutpdda), one is freed from that which arises; by being based on the 
unconditioned ( asamskrta ), one is freed from the conditioned {samskrta)." Although the non-arisen dharma 
(i anutpannadharma ) does not exist, it can play the role of cause and condition {hetupratyaya), and it is the 
same for the unconditioned {asamskrta). Although the nirmdna itself is empty, it can itself give rise to a 
mind. As with the other nine points of comparison {upamdna), magic show {mdyd), mirage {market), etc., it 
can engender all sorts of minds even though it does not exist. 

Furthermore, the nirmdna cannot be included in the six causes {hetu) and the four conditions 
(pratyaya)P®4 As it is not associated (samprayukta) with them, it is empty {sunya). 

Finally, empty [things] are not empty because they are invisible {anidarsana) but because they lack true 
activity {kdritra). This is why dharmas are compared to a nirmdna. 


the Saddharmasmrtyupasthana (in S. Levi, Pour Vhistoire du Rdmdyana , JA, Jan.-Feb., 1918, p. 150); Hiuan tsang, Si yu 
ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 809b (tr. Watters, Travels, I, p. 32-34). 

As in the present passage of the Mpps, the Cosmography of the Drrghagama (l.c.) and the Sin ti kouan king,T 159, k. 4, p. 
307b, attributes 500 tributaries to each of the four great rivers. In contrast, the Vibhasa (k. 5, p. 22a) enumerates four 
tributaries to each of them (cf. Levi, 1. c., p. 151). 

Eastern and northern traditions are contrasted in a passage from Milinda: while the Pali version enumerates (p. 70) the 
pahea mahanadiyo (Ganga, Yamuna. Aciravatl, Mahl), the corresponding passage in the Chinese translation cites the four 
great rivers flowing out of Anavatapta (Ganga, Sindhu, Sita, Vaksu) plus a fifth river, still unidentified, the Chep’iyi, and 
attributes 500 tributaries to each of these rivers (Cf. Demieville, Les versions chinoises du Milindapahha , BEFEO, XXIV, 
1924, p. 152-153; 230-231). 

This is not the only example where the two traditions do not agree about the same text. Thus the Saptasuryodayasutra 
tells us that at the time of the third [variant; fourth] sun, the 'great rivers' dry up and disappear. In some versions of this 
sutra (Pali Anguttara, IV, p. 101; Chinese Madhyamagama, T 26, k. 2, p. 428c), these rivers are the Ganga, the Yamuna, 
the Sarabhu, the Aciravatl and the Mahl. On the other hand, in other versions of the same sutra (Sa po to sou li yu nai ye 
king, T 30, p. 812a; Chinese Ekottaragama, T 125, k. 34, p. 736b; Mpps, T 1509, k. 31, p. 290b), the rivers in question are 
the Ganga, the Sindhu, the Sita and the Vaksu. 

It is to this latter tradition, the northern tradition, that the Mpps belongs. 

604 Qf Kosa, II, p. 245 (six hetu)', II, p. 299 (four pratyaya). 
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Question. - Any dharma whatsoever is as empty ( sunya ) as the ten points of comparison [used here in the 
sutra]; why does the sutra limit itself to these ten comparisons and not give as example mountains 
( pai’vata ), rivers ( nadi ), stone walls ( sailakudya ), etc? 

[105c] Answer. - Although all dharmas are empty, there are differences (visesa) among them: emptiness is 
harder to see in some than in others. Here the sutra compares [dharmas] the emptiness of which is hard to 
see [with other dharmas, e.g., magic show, mirage, etc.], the emptiness of which is easy to see.. 

Moreover, there are two types of dharmas: those that are the object of an erroneous judgment 
(cittdbhinivesasthdna ) and those that are not the object of an erroneous judgment ( cittdnabhinivesasthdna ). 
Here we are using the second type in order to understand the first type. 

Question. - Why are the ten points of comparison not the object of erroneous judgment? 

Answer. - Because these ten points [magic show, mirage, etc.] do not last for a long time ( acirasthitika) 
and because they arise and perish easily. This is why they are not the object of an erroneous judgment. 

Moreover, there are people who know that these ten points bring about auditory and visual delusions, but 
who do not know that dharmas are empty. This is why the sutra compares dharmas [to these ten points] 
here. If people believed in the reality of the ten points of comparison [used by the sutra], they would not 
understand the various objections [raised here against the reality of dharmas] because they would hold [the 
magic show, the mirage, etc.] to be real. If these ten points of comparison do not fulfill their role [in the 
discussion], we would need to resort to yet other demonstrations ( dharmaparyaya ). 


20. ASANGAVAISARADYAPRATILABDHA 


Sutra'. They have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses ( asangavaisaradyapratilbadhaih ). 

Sastra : Their mind encounters no obstacle ( dvarana ), neither exhaustion ( ksaya ) nor cessation ( nirodha ), 
in regard to the various aggregates ( skandha ), elements ( dhdtu ), bases of consciousness ( dyatana ) or 
causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ). Thus they have unhindered fearlessnesses ( asangavaisdradya ). 

Question. - The sutra said above that in the midst of infinite assemblies the bodhisattvas are endowed with 
the fearlessnesses ( anantaparsanmadhya vaisdradyasamanvdgatah ); why does it repeat here that they 
have unhindered fearlessnesses? 

Answer. - Above, it was a question of the cause (hetu) of the vaisdradyas, here it concerns their effect 
(phala). In the assemblies ( samgha ), including those of the bodhisattvas, their preaching ( dhannadesand) 
is inexhaustible ( aksaya ), their teaching ( upadesa ) indomitable ( anapakarsa ) and their mind ( citta) 
imperturbable, for they have acquired the unhindered fearlessnesses. Moreover, the sutra said above that 
they are fearless in the midst of infinite assemblies, but one does not know by virtue of what power they 
are fearless. This is why here it adds that they are fearless because they have acquired an unhindered power 
( asangabala ). 

Question. - If the bodhisattvas, like the Buddha, have these unhindered fearlessnesses, how does the 
Buddha differ from them? 
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Answer. - We have said that the bodhisattvas who have the power of the fearlessnesses [106a] experience 
no fear in respect to any dharma. But that is not the [superior] fearlessnesses enjoyed by the Buddha. 

Moreover, there are two kinds of unhindered dharmas (, asahgadharma ), universal ( sarvaga, sarvabhumika) 
and non-universal ( asarvaga ). The person, for example, who experiences no difficulty in a whole series of 
texts ( sdstra ), from one text to a hundred thousand texts, or who experiences no fear in front of a whole 
series of assemblies ( samgha ), from one to a hundred thousand assemblies, is non-universal. In the same 
way, the bodhisattvas do not encounter any obstacle in their own wisdom ( prajna ) but rather in that of the 
Buddha. Thus when the Buddha dropped his begging bowl (pdtra ), the five hundred arhats and the 
bodhisattvas, Maitreya, etc., were unable to catch hold of it.6^5 i n the same way, the bodhisattvas 
encounter no obstacles in their own power ( bala ), but they do in that of the Buddha's wisdom. It is in this 
sense that we say that the bodhisattvas have unfettered fearlessness ( asahgavaisaradya ). 


21. AVATARAKUSALA 

Sutra : Knowing the course ( gati ) of the mind and the conduct ( carita ) of beings, they were skilled in 
saving them ( avatarakusala) by means of their subtle wisdom ( suksmajndna). 

Sdstra: Question. - How do the bodhisattvas know the minds and conduct of beings? 

Answer. - They know the minds and the actions of beings; they are like the light of the sun which shines 
everywhere; they know where the thoughts and acts of beings will lead and they instruct them on these 
subjects, saying: "Beings have two types of courses (gati): either their mind is always in search of pleasure 
(sukha) or their wisdom succeeds in distinguishing good from bad. Do not follow your inclinations 
(.sahgacitta ); apply yourselves to wisdom (prajna ), redirect your thoughts. For innumerable kalpas you 
have accumulated actions of mixed value (misrakarman) without stopping; you pursue only worldly 
pleasures ( lokasukha ) without understanding that they are suffering ( duhkha ); you do not see that the world 
that covets pleasure falls into misfortune and will be reborn in the five destinies (gati). Who is able to undo 
what has been done by the mind? You are like a mad elephant (gandhahastin) that tramples, destroys, 
pillages and demolishes without allowing itself to be controlled. Who will be able to tame you? If you find 
a skillful tamer, you will escape the torments of the world, you will understand the impurity of the rebirths. 
The fetter of misfortune is like hell (niraya). If one is reborn there, it is old age ( jam ), sickness (vyddhi), 
death (marana), suffering (duhkha), sadness ( daurmanasya ), and all kinds of confusion; if one is reborn in 
the heavens (svarga), one will fall back down in the threefold world (traidhdtuka). There is no peace. Why 


605 Qf Lalitavistara, p. 270 (tr. Foucaux, p. 232): When the Bodhisattva had eaten the honey milk-broth ( madhupdyasa ) 
that Sujata had offered, not caring about the golden vase (suvarnapatri), he dropped it in the water. Sagara, king of the 
nagas took it and went to his home. However, Indra, having taken the shape of a garuda with a lightning-bolt in his beak, 
tried to take the golden vase away from the naga king with no success. Then in his usual form, he courteously asked for it 
and brought it back to the Trayastrimsa heaven to build a caitya for it and to pay homage to it. - This 'theft of the bowl' is 
represented on a medallion on the balustrade of Amaravati (see RAA, XI, 1937, pi XVI, or Histoire universelle des Arts, 
published by L. Reau, vol. IV, Arts musulmans et Extrlme-Orient, Paris, 1939, p. 142, fig. 103). 
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do you cling to pleasures?" Such are the various reproaches ( avadya ) made by the bodhisattvas to them, 
and this proves that they know the mind and conduct of beings. 

Question. - How do they save them by means of their subtle wisdom? First, what is subtle wisdom 
(, suksmajnana ) and what is coarse wisdom (, sthulajnana )? 

Answer. - Coarse wisdom is a purely mundane skill (, laukikanaipunya ); generosity ( dana ), discipline ( sfla ), 
and concentration ( samddhi) are called subtle wisdom. 

Furthermore, the wisdom of generosity is a coarse wisdom; the wisdom of discipline and concentration 
(sflasamadhijnana) is subtle wisdom. 

Furthermore, the wisdom of dhyana is coarse wisdom; dhyana without bliss ( prasrabdhi ) is a subtle 
wisdom. [106b] 

Furthermore, it is a coarse wisdom that grasps all the characteristics of dharmas ( dharmalaksana ), but it is 
a subtle wisdom that does not accept or reject any characteristic of dharmas. 

Finally, destroying ignorance ( avidyd ) and the other afflictions ( klesa ) and discovering the nature of 
dharmas is a coarse wisdom; but penetrating into the true nature, incorruptible and imperishable like gold 
(suvarna), indestructible and unchangeable like diamond ( vajra ), untarnishable and ungraspable like space 
(i dkdsa ), is a subtle wisdom. 

These are the innumerable subtle wisdoms that the bodhisattvas have acquired and which they teach 
beings. Thus the sutra says that, knowing the course of the mind and the activity of beings, the bodhisattvas 
are skilled in saving them by means of the subtle wisdom. 
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CHAPTER XII: UNHINDERED MIND 


Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter (cf. Pancavimsati, p. 5, Satasahasrika, p. 5): (22) 
apratihatacittair, (23) adhimatraksantisamanvagatair, (24) yathatmyavataranakusalaih. 

These bodhisattvas had a mind without obstacles; they were endowed with utmost patience; they excelled 
in saving appropriately. 




22. APRATIHATACITTA 

Sutra'. Their mind had no obstacles ( apratihatacitta ). 

Sdstra: How is their mind unhindered? 

i) In respect to all people, enemies ( vairin ), relatives ( bandhu ) or neutral ones, their impartiality 
( samacittatd ) is complete (, apratigha ). 

ii) [This impartiality] is extended to beings of all the universes ( sarvalokadhdtusattva ): they feel no 
hostility ( dghdta) if someone comes to torment them; they feel no joy ( muditd ) if they are honored in many 
ways. A stanza says: 

They have no attachment 

Towards the Buddha or the bodhisattvas; 

They have no hostility 

Towards heretics or bad people. 

This purity [of mind] is called apratihatacitta. 

Hi) Finally, their mind is without obstacles in regard to dharmas. 

Question. - But these bodhisattvas have not attained buddhahood and do not yet possess omniscience 
(sarvajnana ); why does their mind not encounter obstacles in regard to the dharmas? 

Answer. - Having attained immense pure wisdom (, apramdnavisuddhaprajnd ), their mind is free of 
obstacles with regard to dharmas. 

Question. - But since they have not reached buddhahood, they cannot possess immense wisdom 
(i apramanajnana ); since they retain a residue of fetters ( bandhana ), they cannot have pure wisdom. 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas [in question here] are not the bodhisattvas with fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ), 
who are bound to actions and limited to the threefold world ( traidhdtuka ). All of them have acquired the 
sovereignty of the dharmakaya (, dharmakdyaisvarya ) and transcended old age (jard ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and 
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death (marana); out of compassion for beings, they dwell in the universes ( lokadhatu ), move about in and 
adorn the buddha-fields (buddhaksetra) and convert beings. Having acquired sovereignty ( aisvarya ), they 
wish to become Buddha and to succeed therein.^06 

Question. - If the bodhisattvas of the dhannakaya are no different from the Buddha, why are they called 
bodhisattva; why do they serve the Buddha and listen to his teaching? If they are different from the 
Buddha, how do they possess the immense and pure knowledge (i apramdnavisuddhajndna )?607 

Answer. - Although they have attained the dharmakaya and transcended old age, sickness and death, they 
differ slightly from the Buddha; they are like the moon of the fourteenth day ( caturdasicandra) which we 
wonder whether it is full (puma) or not. Thus the bodhisattvas have not yet become truly Buddha although 
they act as Buddha and preach the Dharma. The Buddha himself [106c] is like the moon of the fifteenth 
day (pahcadasicandra) which is undeniably full. 

Furthermore, there are two types of immense purity (apramdnavisuddhi). The first is limited, but those 
who cannot measure it call it immense; this is, for example, [the number] of drops of water in the ocean 
(samudrabindu), or [the number] of grains of sand in the sands of the Ganges ( ganganadivalukd ); unable 
to evaluate it, people describe it as immense. But for the Buddhas and bodhisattvas, there is no limited 
immensity: the immense and pure wisdom of the bodhisattvas is unlimited. For gods, humans, sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas, [the wisdom] that cannot be measured is called immense wisdom (apramdnajndna), but 
the bodhisattvas, at the moment they find the path of non-arising (anutpddamarga), cut through the fetters 
(samyojana) and acquire pure wisdom (visuddhajndna). 


606 -pjjg Mppj distinguishes two types of bodhisattvas: the bodhisattva of fleshly body (mamsakaya b.) who is reborn as a 
result of his actions; the bodhisattva of dharmakaya (dharmakaya b.) who transcends ordinary existence and exists in 
accordance with the dharmadhatu. The bodhisattva abandons his fleshly body and attains a body of dharmadhatu when he 
enters into the samyaktvaniydma and acquires the patient acceptance that accepts and understands non-arising 
(anutpattikadharmakshanti). Cf. Mpps, k. 30, p. 278a; k. 34, p. 309b; k. 38, p. 340a. These passages have been translated 
and explained by L. de La Vallee Poussin in Siddhi, p. 780-784. 

607 p or jpg S ( r ; C ( ana i 0 gy 0 f the Buddhas and bodhisattvas, the Hobogirin, Bosatsu, p. 149, has collected a number of 
references of which several have been taken from the Mpps. In general, it can be said that the great bodhisattva is ‘the 
result of the dharmadhatu' (dharmakdyaprabhdvita): cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 159, citing the Tathagataguhyasutra, whereas 
the Buddha is ‘the sovereign of the dharmadhatu' ( dharmakdyavasavartin ): cf. Lankavatara, p. 70. 

608 Qf k 29, p. 273b (tr. Poussin in Siddhi, p. 737): "If the bodhisattvas are the dhannakaya, teach the Dharma, save 
beings, in what way do they differ from the Buddhas? The bodhisattvas have great magical powers, reside in the ten 
bhumis, possess the dhannas of the Buddha; however, they remain in the world in order to save beings: therefore they do 
not enter into nirvana and they teach the dhanna to people. But they do not really have a body of the Buddha. They 
liberate beings, but within certain limits; whereas the beings liberated by the Buddha are immeasurable, they have a 
buddha body but they do not fill up the ten directions. The Buddha-body fills innumerable universes and the beings to be 
converted all see the body of the Buddha. The bodhisattvas are like the moon on the fourteenth day: they shine, but not 
as much as the moon of the fifteenth day." At k. 94, the Mpps will make this comparison again: "The bodhisattvas are like 
the moon of the fourteenth day that does not yet raise the tide; the Buddhas are like the moon of the fifteenth day." 

The Ratnakuta, cited in Madh. avatara, p. 5 (tr. Poussin, Museon, 1907, p. 255), compares the bodhisattvas to the new 
moon (zla ba tshes pa) and the Buddha to the full moon (zla ba ha ba). 
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Question. - If it is at this moment that they cut through the fetters, what do they still have to cut through 
when they become Buddha? 

Answer. - Purity ( visuddhi ) is of two types: i) At the moment when they become Buddha, they expel the 
bonds ( bandhandni samudghatayanti) and obtain real purity completely; ii) At the moment when they cast 
off the fleshly body ( mdmsakdya ) and acquire the dharmakdya , they [simply] break the bonds ( bandhandni 
chinnanti ): this is the [lesser] purity. It is like a lamp ( dfpa ) that chases away the shadows ( andhakdra ) and 
fulfills its role, but there is a more powerful lamp that shines still more brightly. For the cutting of the 
fetters ( samyojanachchedana ), it is the same for the Buddhas and bodhisattvas: [the fetters] that are broken 
in the bodhisattvas may be described as 'broken', but in comparison with those that are broken in the 
Buddhas, they have not completely disappeared. This is what is called the immense and pure wisdom 
(i apramanavisuddhajnana ) by virtue of which the bodhisattvas have an unhindered mind towards 
(i apratihatacitta ) all dharmas. 


23. ADHIM ATRAKS ANTIS AM AN V AGAT A 

Sutra'. They were endowed with utmost patience (, adhimdtraksdntisamanvdgataih ). 

Sdstra : Question. - We have already discussed the patience of equanimity ( samatdksdnti ) and the patience 
with respect to dharmas (, dharmaksanti ); why does the sutra say again that the bodhisattvas are endowed 
with utmost patience? 

Answer. - The increase ( vrddhi ) of the two patiences you have just mentioned is called utmost patience 
( adhimatraksanti ). 

Moreover, the patience of equanimity ( samatdksdnti ) may be held by beings ( sattva ); the patience 
consonant with the Dharma ( dhanndnulomiki ksdntih) is the patience relating to profound dharmas 
( gambhtradharma ): the increase ( vrddhi ) of these two patiences realizes ( sdksdtkaroti ) the patience relating 
to non-arising (, anutpattikadharmaksdnti ).^09 During his last fleshly existence ( caramamdmsabhava ), the 
bodhisattva contemplates the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) and their emanations 
( nirmana ): he is seated in space opposite them. This is what is called 'endowed with utmost patience'. It is 
like in the sravaka system where the increase ( vrddhi ) of heat ( usmagata ) is called summit ( murdhan ) and 
the increase of summit is called patience ( ksdnti ): they are not distinct dharmas but merely [three] different 
degrees [of one and the same thing].610 Thus it is the same for the utmost patience (adhimatraksanti) and 
the patience of equanimity (samatdksdnti) [which constitute different degrees of the same patience]. 


609 Qf q le ti lree ksantis in the Sukhavativyuha, p. 55 (v. 32): ghosdnuga-, anulomikl- and anutpattikadharmaksdnti, as 
well as the satyanulomdh ksantayah of the Divya, p. 80. 

An allusion to the four auxiliaries of penetration or insight ( nirvedhabhdgiya ): heat (usmagata), summit 
( murdhdnah), patience ( ksdnti ) and supreme dharma (laukikdgradharma). 

Although the tenn nirvedhabhdgiya (in contrast to hmabhdgiya) occurs in the canonical scriptures (cf. DTgha, III, p. 251, 
277; Samyutta, V, p. 345; Aiiguttara, III, p. 427; Vibhanga, p. 330), the theory of the four auxiliaries of penetration 
appears only in the scholasticism of the Lesser Vehicle (cf. Divyavadana, p. 80; Kosa, VI, p. 169). It concerns the four 
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Furthermore, there are two kinds of patience: the patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ) and the patience 
towards dharmas ( dharmaksanti ). The patience towards beings relates to beings: if beings as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges ( gahgdnadfvdlukopamasattva ) persecute you in every way, you do not feel any 
anger ( dvesa ); if they honor you ( arhayanti ) and pay homage to you (pujayanti ) in every way, you 
experience no joy ( muditd ). Moreover, you know that beings have no beginning (, agra ); if they have no 
beginning, they have no causes and conditions (hetupratyaya); if they have no causes and conditions, they 
have no end either. Why? Because the beginning and the end are interdependent ( anyonydpekha ). If they 
have neither beginning nor end, they have no middle ( madhya ) either.^!! When things are seen in this 
way, one does not fall into the [107a] two extreme views ( antadvaya ) of eternalism ( sasvata ) and nihilism 
( uccheda ); it is by means of the way of safety (yogaksema ) that one considers beings without producing 
wrong views (mithyadrsti) . This is what is called patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ). 

The patience relating to dharmas ( dharmaksanti ) is the unhindered mind ( apmtihatacitta ) relating to 
profound dharmas ( gambhfradharma ). 

Question. - What are the profound dharmas? 

Answer. - See the explanation already given for gambhfradharmaksanti. By gambhfradharma we mean the 
following: In the twelve-membered pratltyasamutpada, the result is produced successively; the result 
(phala ) is not present in the cause ( hetu ), but neither is it absent; it is from this intermediate state that it 
arises. This is called gambhfradharma. 


roots of good ( kusalamula) practiced in the path of preparation ( prayogamarga ) immediately preceding the path of seeing 
(i darsanamcirga). Cf. Kosa, V, p. IV; Obermiller, Doctrine ofP.P., p. 20. 

The four nirvedhabhagiyas have been adopted by the masters of the Greater Vehicle and make up part of the bodhisattva 
Path; they must be practiced during the level of activity in faith ( adhimukticaryabhumi ), the stage preparatory 
(prayogamarga ) to entry into the bhumis (cf. Obermiller, o.c., p. 34-37). In the scholasticism of the Greater Vehicle, the 
four nirvedhabhagiyas correspond to four concentrations ( samadhi ): the acquisition of light ( alokabhdghiya) , the increase 
of light ( dlokavrddhi ), penetration of one part of the truth ( tattvaikadesanupravesa ), the concentration immediately 
preceding the path of seeing ( antaryasamadhi ). Moreover, in the Vijnanavadin school, these nirvedhabhagiyas and these 
samadhis are connected with a fourfold knowledge: lesser paryesana, greater paryesana, lesser yathabhutaparijhana, 
greater yathabhuta-parijhana. 

Here are some references: In the Prajna literature: Abhisamaya, p. 5 (v. 26), p. 279V. 1-4); Aloka, p. 36, 63, 663 (cf. 
Obermiller, Analysis, p. 8-9. 63). - In the Madhyamaka literature: Madh. vrtti, p. 362 n.; Bodhicaryavatara, IX, v. 41; 
Panjika, p. 426. - In the Yogacara literature: Sutralamkara (ed. Levi), VI., v. 9: XIV, v. 23-26; 

Abhidharmasamuccayavyakhya, T 1606, k. 8, p. 734c; Uttaratantra, p. 86; Madhyantavibhanga, p. 27; Samgraha, p. 161, 
169-170; Siddhi, p. 575-584, 602-603. 

611 Another paraphrasing from Madh. Karika, XI, 2, p. 220-221: 

naivdgram navaram yasya tasya madhyam kuto bhavet/ 
tasman natropapasyante purvaparasahakramah// 

"How could that which has neither beginning nor end have a middle? Consequently, there is no series consisting of an 
initial and a final term." 
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Furthermore, when the three gates of liberation ( vimoksamukha), namely, emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness 
( animitta ) and wishlessness ( apranihita ), are penetrated, the eternal bliss of nirvana is found. This also is a 
gambhiradharma. 

Finally, it is also a gambhiradharma to consider dharmas as neither empty ( shnya ) nor non-empty 
(i asiinya ), neither with marks ( sanimitta ) nor without marks ( animitta ), neither active ( sakriya ) nor inactive 
(akriya) and, by considering them thus, not to attach one's mind to it. Some stanzas say: 

Dharmas resulting from causes and conditions 

Are called empty of nature ( sinyalaksana ), 

Are described as conventional ( prajhaptisat ), 

Are called the Middle path ( madhyamd pratipad). 

If dharmas really existed 

They would not return into nothingness. 

Not existing after having existed ( bhutva abhdva ) 

Is what is called annihilation ( uccheda ). 

When there is neither eternalism nor nihilism, 

Neither existence nor non-existence, 

The basis of the mind and of consciousness disappears 

And words are exhausted. 

Faced with these gambhiradharma s, the mind of the bodhisattvas experiences neither difficulty (, dvarana ) 
nor repugnance ( vipratisdra ) nor any setback. This is why they are endowed with utmost patience 
( adhimdtraksdntisamanvdgata ). 


24. Y ATH ATM Y A V AT ARANUKU SAL A 

Sutra: They excelled in saving appropriately (yathdtmydvatdrakusalaih ). 

Sdstra: The systems of the heretics ( tirthikadharma ), while saving beings, do not save them appropriately, 
because all kinds of wrong views ( mithyddrsti ) and fetters ( samyojana) remain. 

- The two vehicles, [that of the sravakas and that of the pratyekabuddhas], while possessing the means of 
salvation, do not save as they should (yathdyogam ), for their adepts, not being omniscient ( sarvajna ), use 
only rather rudimentary skillful means ( updyacitta ). It is only bodhisattvas who can save appropriately. 

[There is a good and a bad way of saving beings, just as there is a good way and a bad way to cross a river 
or to cure a sickness.] Thus, to take someone across to the other shore, the master ferryman ( taranacarya ) 
is able to use a fisherman's straw raft ( kaivartatrnakola ) or a big boat ( nau -); there are notable differences 
between these two ways of crossing. In the same way, [the sravakas and pratyekabuddhas lead beings to 
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the other shore of salvation by using the straw raft of the Lesser Vehicle, whereas the bodhisattvas take 
them across in the ship of the Greater Vehicle]. Or again, there are different remedies for curing sicknesses 
(vyddhi), such as medicinal herbs ( osadhi) or cauterization with a needle; but there is a still more 
wonderful herb called Sou t'o chan t'o (Suddhasanta?) which it suffices that the sick person looks at it and 
all his ills are cured. Although these remedies seem similar, their quality differs. It is the same for the 
sravakas and pratyekabuddhas in their methods of converting beings: asceticism ( tapas ), dhutanga, 
practice of the three nights ( prathama-madhyama-pascima-ydma ), exertion (vfryacitta) and ecstasy 
(i dhydna ). According to the sravaka doctrine, one finds the Path by considering suffering ( duhkha); 
according to the bodhisattva doctrine, the mind finds purity ( visuddhi ) by considering the dharmas as free 
of bonds ( handhana ) and free of deliverance ( moksa ). Compare the Wen chon che lo pen yuan 
(Manjusrya vadana): 

Manjusn said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, once in times gone by, (bhutapurvam atfte ’dhvani) - [107b] 
innumerable incalculable periods ago - there was a Buddha called Che tseuyin wang (Simhanadaraja). The 
lifetime of the Buddha and of beings was a hundred thousand kotinayuta years; the Buddha saved beings 
by the three Vehicles (ydnatraya ); the country was called Ts'ien kouang ming (Sahasraloka). In this land, 
the trees ( vrksa ) were made of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) and emitted immense and pure sounds of the 
Dharma ( apramanavisuddhadharmasvara ): the sounds of emptiness ( sunyata ), signlessness ( animitta ), 
wishlessness ( apranihita ), non-arising ( anutpdda ), non-cessation ( anirodha ) and nothingness ( dkimcanya ). 
The beings who heard these sounds found their minds opening up and discovered the Path. When the 
Buddha Simhanadaraja preached the Dharma to the first assembly, 99 kotis of human beings attained the 
state of arhat. It was the same for the bodhisattva assembly: all these bodhisattvas had acquiescence of the 
teaching of non-arising ( anutpattikadharmaksdnti ), they penetrated all sorts of religious texts 
( dharmaparydya ), they saw innumerable Buddhas whom they served ( arcana ) and honored (pujd ), they 
were able to save innumerable and incalculable beings, they possessed innumerable dharammukhas, they 
used innumerable samadhis of all kinds; from the first production of mind (prathamacittotpdda ), they had 
crossed through the gate of the Path. It would be impossible to cite and list all these bodhisattvas and 
describe the beauties ( alamkdra ) of this buddha-field ( buddhaksetra ). Finally, when the Buddha had 
converted them all, he entered into nirvana-without-remainder ( nirupadhisesanirvana ); his Dharma lasted 
60,000 more years and then the trees stopped emitting the sounds of the Dharma ( dharmasvara ). 

There were, at that time, two bodhisattva bhiksus named Hi ken (Prasannendriya) and Chengyi (Agramati). 
The Dharma teacher Prasannendriya, of frank and simple manner, had not renounced the things of the 
world ( lokadhanna ) and did not distinguish good from evil. His disciples were intelligent ( medhdvin ), 
loved the Dharma and understood admirably the profound meaning ( gambhirartha ). Their teacher did not 
recommend moderation in desires (alpecchdsamtusti) to them or the observance of the precepts ( sflacaryd) 
or the practice of the dhutas. He spoke to them only of the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas which 
is pure ( visuddha ). He said to them: 'The dharmas are characterized by desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and 
delusion ( moha ), but all these characteristics ( laksana ) may be reduced to the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of 
the dharmas which is without hindrance ( apratihata ).' It was by these soteriological means ( updya ) that he 
instructed his disciples and introduced them into the knowledge of the unique nature ( ekalaksanajndna ). 
Thus his disciples felt no hostility (pratigha ) or affection ( anunaya) for people and, as their minds were 
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unperturbed, they had obtained the patience towards beings ( sattvaksdnti ); provided with the patience 
towards beings, they acquired the patience relating to the dharmas ( dharmaksdnti ). In the presence of the 
true doctrine, they remained motionless (cicala) like a mountain. 

By contrast, the Dharma teacher Agramati, clinging to the purity of the precepts ( sflavisuddhi ), practiced 
the twelve dhutas, had acquired the four dhyanas and the formless absorptions (arupyasamapatti). His 
disciples were of weak faculties (mrdvindriya) and clung to distinguishing the pure (suddha) [practices] 
from the impure ( asuddha ) ones; their minds were always disturbed [by qualms]. 

On various occasions, Agramati went to the village (grama) among the disciples of Prasannendriya, and 
seated there, he praised the precepts (sfla), moderation in desires (alpecchdsamtusti), the practice of 
solitude (aranya) and the dhyanas. He criticized their teacher Agramati, saying: "This man, who preaches 
the Dharma and teaches people, introduces them into wrong views (mithyddrsti). He says that desire 
(rdga), anger (dvesa) and delusion (moha) are not an obstacle (pratigha ), that people of mixed practices 
(misracaryd) are not really pure." The disciples of Prasannendriya, who had keen faculties (tiksnendriya) 
and the patience relating to [107c] dharmas, asked Agramati: 

- O Venerable One, what are the characteristics of desire? 

- Desire has affliction as its nature. 

- Is this affliction of desire internal (ddhydtmam) or external ( bahirdhd )? 

- This affliction of desire is neither internal nor external. If it were internal, it would not depend on causes 
and conditions (hetupratyaya) to take birth; if it were external, it would not have anything to do with the 
self and would be unable to torment it. 

People then retorted: 

- If desire is neither internal (adhymatmam) nor external (bahirdhd) nor in the [four] directions; in the east 
(purvasyam disi), in the south (daksinasydm disi), in the west (pascimdydm disi) or in the north 
(uttarasyam disi), nor in the four intermediate directions (vidiksu), nor at the zenith (uparistdd disi) nor at 
the nadir (adhastdd disi), one might look everywhere for its true nature and one would never find it. This 
dharma does not arise (notpadyate) and does not cease (na nirudhyate) and, since it lacks the 
characteristics of birth and cessation (utpddanirodhalaksana), it is empty (sunya) and non-existent 
(akimcana). How could it torment [the atman]? 

Deeply displeased on hearing these words, Agramati could not reply. He rose from his seat, saying: "[Your 
teacher] Prasannendriya deceives many beings and clings to wrong ways (mithydmdrga)." This bodhisattva 
Agramati did not know the ghosapravesadhdranv, he was happy when he heard the speech of the Buddha 
and grieved when he heard a heretical (tirthika) word; he was sad when he heard speak of the three evil 
(akusala) things and rejoiced when he heard speak of the three good things (kusala)', he hated speaking 
about samsara and loved to speak about nirvana. Leaving the dwellings of the vaisya, he went back to the 
forest and returned to his monastery (vihdra). He said to his bhiksus: "You should know that the 
bodhisattva Prasannendriya is an impostor who leads people to evil. Why? He claims that the nature of 
desire, hatred and delusion (ragadvesamohalaksana) as well as all the other dharmas is not an obstacle." 
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Then the bodhisattva Prasannendriya had this thought: "This Agramati who is so fierce is covered with 
faults and will fall into great sins ( mahdpatti ). I am going to teach him the profound Dharma 
(gambhfradharma ). Even if he cannot grasp it today, this teaching will earn him buddhahood later." Then 
gathering the samgha together, Prasannendriya spoke these stanzas: 

Raga is the Path, 

Dvesa and mo ha are also the Path. 

In these three things are included 
Innumerable states of buddhahood. 

Whoever makes a distinction 
Between rdga-dvesa-moha and the Path 
Departs as far from the Buddha 
As the sky is far from the earth. 

The Path and rdga-dvesa-moha 
Are one and the same thing. 

The person who listens to his fears 
Wanders far from buddhahood. 

Raga is not born, it does not perish. 

It is incapable of calling forth anxiety; 

But if the person believes in the atman 
Raga will lead him to bad destinies. 

To distinguish existence ( bhava ) from non-existence ( abhava ) 

Is not freeing oneself from them. 

[108a] Recognizing their fundamental identity 

Is to win the victory and realize buddhahood. 


Prasannendriya spoke seventy more stanzas of this kind and at that moment, 30,000 devaputras found 
acquiescence in the doctrine of non-production (, anutpattikadharmaksdnti); 18,000 sravakas, detached from 
all dharmas, found deliverance ( vimoksa ). The bodhisattva Agramati fell into hell ( niraya ) where he 
suffered torments for 10,000,000 years; then he was reborn among humans where he was exposed to 
ridicule for 740,000 lifetimes. For innumerable kalpas he never heard the name of the Buddha pronounced, 
but, as his sin was becoming lighter, he heard the Buddhist doctrine preached. Becoming a monk 
(pravrajita ) in search of the Path, he gave up the precepts (silo) and so, for 603,000 lifetimes, he 
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completely neglected the precepts. Finally, for innumerable lifetimes, he was a sramana, but although he no 
longer neglected the precepts, his faculties remained closed ( dvrta). - As for the bodhisattva 
Prasannendriya, he is the Buddha in the eastern region ( purvasydm disi) beyond 100,000 koti s of buddha- 
fields ( buddhaksetra ): his land is called Pao yen (Ratnavyuha) and he himself is named Kouangyu je ming 
wang (Suryalokasamatikramantaraja). 

Manjusn [continued this story], saying to the Buddha: "At that time, I was the bhiksu Agramati; I knew 
that 1 had to endure these immense sufferings." Manjusn said again: "Those who seek the Path of the three 
vehicles (ydnatrayamdrga ) and do not want to undergo such suffering should not reject the [true] nature of 
dharmas or give themselves up to hatred ( dvesa )." 

The Buddha then asked him: "When you heard these stanzas [of Prasannendriya], what benefit did you get 
from them?" Manjusn replied: "When I heard these stanzas, I came to the end of my suffering. From 
lifetime to lifetime I had sharp faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom ( prajna ), I was able to find the 
profound Dharma ( gambhiradharma ) and I excelled in preaching the profound meaning ( gambhirartha ); I 
was foremost among all the bodhisattvas." 

Thus 'to be skillful in preaching the [true] nature of the dharmas' is 'to excel in saving appropriately 
(ydthd tmyd vataranakusala).' 
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CHAPTER XIII: THE BUDDHA-FIELDS 


[k. 7,108a] Text of the sutra commented on in this chapter [cf. Pancavimsati, p. 5; Satasahasrika, p. 5-7]: 

(25) Apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhitair 

(26) apramdnabuddhaksetrabuddhdnusmrtisamddhisatatasamitdbhimukhibhutair, 

(27) aparamitabuddhddhyesanakusalair (28) nanadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusalaih, 

(29) samadhisatasahasrabhinirharavikndanakusalair evamvidhais capramanair gunaih samanvagataih. 
Tadyathb Bhadrapdlena ca bodhisattvena mahasattvena Ratndkarena ca Sdrthavdhena ca Naradattena ca 
Subhaguptena ca Varunadattena ca Indradattena ca Uttaramatina ca Visesamatina ca Vardhamanatina ca 
Amoghadarsina ca Susamaprasthitena ca Suvikrdntavikramind ca Nityodyuktena ca Aniksiptadhurena ca 
Suryagarbhena ca Anupamacintind ca Avalokitesvarena ca Manjusriya ca Ratnamudrahastena ca 
Nityotksiptahastena ca Maitreyena ca bodhisattvena mahasattvena, evampramukhair 
anekabodhisattvakotiniyutasatasahasaih sdrdham sarvair ekajdtipratibaddhair bhuyastvena 
kumdrabhutaih. 

These bodhisattvas took possession of an infinite number of buddha-fields by means of their aspirations; 
they always turned to the concentrations commemorating the Buddhas of innumerable buddha-fields; they 
excelled in inviting innumerable Buddhas; they excelled in destroying various wrong views, entanglements 
and defilements and were endowed with innumerable qualities of this kind. [The Buddha was thus 
accompanied] by the bodhisattva- mahasattvas Badhrapala, etc. (see the listing in the text) at the head of 
countless hundreds of thousands of kotinayutas of bodhisattvas who were all in a state of uncertainty 
awaiting succession and were still to accede to Buddhahood. 




25. BUDDHAKSETRAPRANIDHANAPARIGHRHETA 

Sutra: They have taken possession of an infinite number of buddha-fields by means of their aspirations 
( apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhrtaih ). 

Sdstra: Seeing the wondrous infinities (, apramanavyuha) of the buddha-fields (buddhaksetra),^ these 
bodhisattvas formed all kinds of aspirations (pranidhdna ). 

[108b] There is a buddha-field free of all suffering ( duhkha ) where the question of the threefold evil 
(pdpatrya ) has never been heard. The bodhisattva who has seen it formulates the following aspiration: 
"When I will be Buddha, may my field be thus free of all suffering and may the threefold evil never be 
heard of there." 


612 p Qr t [ le buddha-fields, see Hobogirin, Butsudo, p. 198-203. 
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There is a buddha-field adorned with the seven jewels ( saptaratnalamkrta ) which is always bathed in clear 
light ( visuddhaprabha ) although it has neither sun (surya) nor moon ( candramas ). [The bodhisattva who 
has seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may my field be always bathed 
thus in pure light." 

There is a buddha-field where all the beings practice the ten wholesome actions ( dasakusala ) and have 
great wisdom ( mahaprajna ), where garments, coverlets and food appear at will. [The bodhisattva who has 
seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may beings in my field also find 
garments, coverlets and food at will." 

There is a buddha-field where the pure bodhisattvas have the physical appearance of the Buddha with his 
thirty major marks ( laksana ) and his brilliant light, where there is no question of sravakas or 
pratyekabuddhas and where women (sin) are completely absent; all the inhabitants follow the profound 
marvelous Path of the Buddhas, travel in the ten directions and convert all beings. [The bodhisattva who 
has seen it] formulates the following aspiration: "When I will be Buddha, may the beings in my field be 
like this." 

This is how the bodhisattvas aspire to and attain all the marvels ( ndndvidhavyuha ) of innumerable buddha- 
fields, and this is why the sutra says that they have acquired an infinite number of buddha-fields by means 
of their aspirations ( apramanabuddhaksetrapranidhanaparighrhfta ) 

Question. - But by virtue of the purity of their conduct and their actions ( caritakarmavisuddhi ), the 
bodhisattvas automatically obtain good rewards ( subhavipdka ). Why must they first aspire to them in order 
to obtain them later? A farmer who has grain, must he still wish for it? 

Answer. - Merit (punya ) is ineffective without aspiration (praniddna ). Making the aspiration 
( pranidhdnaprasthdna ) is the guide that leads to the result. In the same way, metal-casting requires a 
master, the crude metal [itself] being formless ( aniyata ). Thus the Buddha said: "Some people cultivate 
(bhdvayanti) the limited merit of generosity ( ddna ) or morality (slid), but are ignorant of the law of merit; 
learning that there are wealthy happy people, they always think about them and endlessly wish for [similar] 
happiness; at the end of their life, they will be reborn among wealthy happy people. Others cultivate the 
limited merit of generosity or morality, but are ignorant of the law of merit; hearing about the existence of 
the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and Paranirmitavasavartin gods, they 
endlessly wish for [similar] happiness: at the end of their life, they will be reborn among those gods. This 
happiness is the result of their wish. "613 In the same way, it is by aspiring for the pure universes 
( visuddhalokadhdtu ) that the bodhisattvas acquire them later. Therefore it is thanks to their aspirations 
( pranidhana ) that they possess superior fruits ( agraphala ). 


Summary of a sutra related to danupapattiyo, 'rebirths due to the practice of generosity', which may be found in 
Anguttara, IV, p. 239-241 (tr. Woodward, Gradual Sayings, IV, p. 163-164: 

Atth'imd bhikkhave danupapattiyo. Katama attha? Idha bhikkhave ekacco ddnam deti samanassa va brahmanassa va .... 
Imd kho bhikkhave atthadanupapattiyo ti. 
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Furthermore, the adornment of the buddha-fields ( buddhaksetrdlamkdra ) is important. By itself, cultivation 
of the qualities ( guna ) of the bodhisattva would be unable to realize it; this is why the power of aspiration 
is necessary. Thus, an ox (go-) has the strength to draw a cart ( ratha ) but a driver ( nayaka) is needed to 
reach the destination. It is the same for aspirations [108c] related to the pure universes: merit is like the ox, 
aspiration is the driver. 

Question. - [If you are to be believed], one would gain no merit if one did not make an aspiration. 

Answer. - Yes! One would gain merit, but not as when the aspiration is added. If one thinks endlessly of 
the goal, the merit increases ( vardhate ). 

Question. - If merit entails retribution, people who commit the ten sins^l^ but do not wish for hell ( niraya ) 
as retribution would not have to suffer hell as punishment [for their faults]. 

Answer. - Although sin ( apatti) and merit {punya ) are necessarily retributed {niyatavipdka), only those 
who formulate aspirations ( pranidhana ) cultivate ( bhdvayanti) merit; endowed with the power of the 
aspirations, they obtain a great fruit of merit ( vipdkaphala ). As was said above, sin {apatti) has suffering 
(i duhkha ) as retribution; but all the beings [who commit it] wish to find happiness; nobody wishes for 
suffering or hell {niraya). This is why sin has but a limited punishment whereas merit finds unlimited 
reward {apramdnavipdka). According to some, even the greatest sinner who has fallen into the Avici hell 
will suffer his punishment for one kalpa,^^ whereas the very meritorious person, residing in the sphere of 
neither perception-nor-nonperception {naivasamjndndsamjndyatana), will enjoy his reward for 80,000 
great kalpas.616 In the same way, the bodhisattvas who have aspired to the pure universes 


614 The ten evil paths of action {dasdkusalakarmapatha), murder ( prd.ndtipd.ta), etc. 

616 According to the sravakas, adherents of the Lesser Vehicle, the damned remain in Avici hell for one kalpa: 

i) The Itivuttaka, II, 18, p. 11, says that the schismatic is cooked in hell for one kalpa: apayika nerayiko kappattho 
samghabhedaka .... bhitvana kappam nirayahi paccan. "The schismatic falls into the abyss, he falls into hell for one 
kalpa. Creating schisms, living in irreligion, he falls away from safety. Having destroyed the unity of the community, he 
is cooked in hell for one kalpa." 

ii) The Buddha declared that Devadatta, guilty of schism, would be damned for one kalpa: Apdyiko Devadatta nerayiko 
kappattho atekiccho "Devadatta has fallen into the abyss, fallen into hell for a kalpa; he is unpardonable." This judgment 
is repeated in Vinaya, II, p. 202; Majjhima, I, p. 393; Aiiguttara, III, p. 402;; IV, p. 160; Itivuttaka, p.85; Tchong a han, T 
26(no. 112), k. 27, p. 600c; A neou fong king, T 58, p. 854a. 

Vinaya, II, p. 394: Aiiguttara, V, p. 75: Samaggam kho samgham bhinditvd kappatthikam kibbisam pasavati kappam 
nirayamhi paccati "Having broken the unity of the community, he has committed a sin which will last for one kalpa: he 
will cook in hell for a kalpa." 

Later scholasticism discusses the length of the kalpa passed in hell: is it a small kalpa (antarakalpd) or a great kalpa 
(mahakalpa ): cf. Kathavatthu, II, p. 476; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 116, p. 601c; Kosa, IV, p. 207. On the duration of the 
lifespan of the damned, see Kirfel, Kosmographie derlnder, p. 205-206. 

616 The lifespan is 20,000 kalpas in akasanantyayatana, 40,000 kalpas in vijnananatyayatana, 60,000 kalpas in 
akimcanyayatana, 80.000 kalpas in naivasamjnanasamjnayatana or bhavagra. - The first three numbers are given by 
Aiiguttara, I, p. 267-268; the fourth is given in Kosa, III, p. 174. 
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(visuddhalokadhatu) will travel the Path for countless kalpas and will attain nirvana, eternal bliss 
( nityasukha ). 

Question. - However, look at the sin that consists of criticizing the Prajnaparamita, the sin discussed in the 
Ni li p'in (Nirayaparivarta): when the antarakalpa [spent in Avici] is ended, the guilty one falls into other 
hells ( niraya ).617 How can you say that the very great sinner suffers his punishment in hell for just one 
kalpa? 

Answer. - The Buddhist doctrine, which is intended for beings, uses two [different] ways ( mdrga ): the way 
of the bodhisattva (read P'ou sa tao = bodhisattvamdrga ) and the way of the sravaka ( srdvakamdrga ). In 
the way of the sravaka, the Buddha says that the person guilty of the five dnantarya crimes will suffer hell 
(niraya) for only one kalpa; in the bodhisattva way, the Buddha declares that the enemy of the 
Buddhadharma, after having spent an antarakalpa [in Avici], will go to yet other hells to undergo 
innumerable sufferings there (read k'ou = duhkha, in place of tsouei = apatti). According to the theory of 
the sravakas, a single great merit will be rewarded during 80,000 kalpas; according to the theory of the 
bodhisattvas, it will be rewarded during innumerable asamkhyeykalpas. 

This is why merit requires aspiration [in order to be truly efficacious]. It is in this sense that the sutra says 
that the bodhisattvas are adorned with an infinite number of buddha-fields 
(apramdnabuddhaksetrapranidhdnaparigrhita) by means of their aspirations. 


26. BUDDHANUSMRTISAMADHI 

Sutra: They always turn to the concentration commemorating the Buddhas of numberless buddha-fields 
(apramdnabuddhaksetrabuddhdnusmrtisamddhisatatasamitdbhimukhTbhutaih) 

Sdstra: The countless buddha-fields ( apramdnabuddhaksetra ) are the buddha-fields of the ten directions. - 
The concentration commemorating the Buddhas ( buddhdnusmrtisamddhi ) is that which, by means of the 


617 The Nirayaparivarta is one of the chapters of the Pancavimsati and the Astasahasrika. The passage alluded to here is 
in Pancavimsati T 220, k. 435, p. 187c; T 221, k. 9, p. 63a; T 223, k. 11, p. 304c. In the Astasahasrika, T 224, k. 3, p. 
441b; T 225, k. 3, p. 488a; T 225, k. 3, p. 523a; T 227, k. 3, p. 550c. Here are a few extracts of the Sanskrit text of the 
Astasahasrika, ed. R. Mitra, p. 179-180: 

Asyah khcilu punah Subhute prajndpdramitaydh pratyakhydnena pratiksepena .... mahanti mahdnirayaduhkhdni 
pratyanubhavisyanti. " By criticizing, by rejecting, by insulting this Prajnaparamita, O Subhuti, one criticizes, one rejects, 
one insults the omniscience of the Buddha Bhagavats. Those [who act in this way] will be banished from the presence of 
the Buddha Bhagavats, deprived of the Dharma, sent away by the community. For them this will be the definitive and 
complete exclusion from the Three Jewels. As a result of a sin of such magnitude, they will be reborn in the great hells for 
many hundreds of millions of kotiniyutas of years. They will pass from one great hell to another great hell. When they 
have thus gone from one great hell to another, the destruction of the world by fire will occur. And when this destruction 
of the world by fire has taken place, they will fall into the great hells of other universes. It is in these great hells that they 
will be reborn. In these great hells they will suffer the great torments of hell." 
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mind's eye ( cittacaksus ), perceives all the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadis ) and the three times 
(tiyadvan ) as if they were present. 618 

Question. -Then what is the buddhanusmrtisamadhi ? 

Answer. - It is of two types: i) According to the sravaka system, it is to see with the eye of the mind one 
single Buddha filling the ten directions; ii ) according to the bodhisattva system, it is to recollect all the 
Buddhas of the ten directions and the three times[109a] who are present in numberless buddhaksetras. 
Also the sutra says that the bodhisattvas always direct themselves towards the concentrations 
commemorating the Buddhas of countless buddha-fields. 

Question. - The concentrations ( samddhi ) of the bodhisattvas are of infinite variety; why does the sutra 
praise only the bodhisattvas who devote themselves always to the buddhanusmrtisamadhi? 

Answer. - i) Because by commemorating the Buddhas these bodhisattvas reach buddhahood. This is why 
they devote themselves always to the buddhanusmrtisamadhi. 

ii) Furthermore, the buddhanusmrtisamadhi is able to drive away the afflictions ( klesa ) of all sorts and the 
sins ( dpatti ) of former lifetimes ( purvajanma). Other samadhis can drive away desire ( rdga) but not hatred 
(dvesa)\ others can drive away hatred but not desire, still others can drive away delusion (moha) but not 
desire or hatred; finally, others can drive away the threefold poison ( trivisa) but not the sins of earlier lives. 
Only the buddhanusmrtisamadhi is capable of eliminating all the afflictions and all the sins. 

Hi) Finally, the buddhanusmrtisamadhi has the great merit of being able to save beings and this is precisely 
what these bodhisattvas want. The buddhanusmrtisamadhi is able to destroy sins quickly, better than all the 
other samadhis. Here is proof of it:^ ^ ^ Once there were five hundred merchants who had gone to sea to 


”1° Commemoration in general, and especially commemoration of the Buddhas, was practiced already in the Lesser 
Vehicle. It was applied applied sometimes to six objects (DTghaJII, p. 250, 280; Anguttara, III, p. 284, 312 seq., 452; V, 
p. 329 seq.; Patisambhidha, I, p. 28), sometimes to ten (Anguttara, I, p. 30, 42; Laliravistara, p. 31). 

Commemoration of the Buddhas was greatly expanded in the Greater Vehicle; the seven-fold recollection of the 
dharmakaya in Samgraha, p. 314-316, and the ten-fold recollection of the qualities of the Tathagata in Bodh. bhumi, p. 
91, should be noted. 

619 Th e s tory that follows is taken from the legend of Dharmaruci, told in detail in Divyavadana, chap. XVIII, p. 228-262 
(tr. H. Zimmer, Karman. ein buddhistischer Legendenkranz, Munchen, 1925, p. 1-79). It is essential to know the major 
outlines of this legend in order to understand the allusions that abound in the story of the Mpps. 

In the course of his earlier lifetimes, Dharmaruci had met the future Buddha Sakyamuni: i) Under the Buddha 
Ksemamkara, Dharmaruci was a captain in command of a thousand men ( sahasrayodhin ), while Sakyamuni was a 
merchant who decorated a stupa in honor of the Buddha Ksemamkara (Divyavadana, p. 242-246). - ii) Under the Buddha 
DIpamkara, Dharmaruci was Mali, friend of Sumati, the future Sakyamuni, who offered lotuses to the Buddha DIpamkara 
and made his hair into a mat for him. Mali was angry at seeing DIpamkara walking on the hair of a brahmin; nevertheless, 
he entered the Order of the Buddha along with his friend, but, as punishment for his anger, he fell into the hells 
(Divyavadana, p. 246-254). We have already come across this famous incident, of which a certain number of references 
have been collected; in the sources indicated, Dharmaruci does not appear always under the name Mati but also under the 
name Meghadatta (mainly in the Mahavastu), while Sakyamuni is called Sumati, Megha or Sumedha. - iii) Under the 
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Buddha Krakucchanda, Dharmaruci was a merchant's son ( vanigdaraka) and became guilty of various crimes: he lived in 
carnal sin with his mother, poisoned his father, stabbed an arhat, killed his mother and burned monasteries before being 
welcomed into the Order by a bhiksu tripita 'monk learned in the Tripitaka', who was none other than the future Buddha 
Sakyamuni (Divyavadana, p. 254-262; the same story differing in details in Mahavastu, I, p. 243-244). - 4) Under the 
Buddha Sakyamuni, Dharmaruci lived two lives: 

a) Whereas his former friend became Buddha, Dharmaruci, as punishment for his crimes, had taken birth as a monstrous 
fish that swallowed everything that it came across. One day when the fish had opened its mouth about to swallow a ship, 
the passengers called upon the Buddha for help. On hearing this cry that recalled to him his past existences and crimes, 
the fish Dharmaruci had remorse and closed its mouth. This is the episode told here. 

b) Deprived of food, the fish died of hunger and Dharmaruci was reborn into a family of brahmins in Sravastl. While 
bearing him in her womb, his mother was tormented by ravenous hunger (Divyavadana, p. 234). During his youth, he 
could never get enough to eat (ibid., p. 235); he was on the point of committing suicide when, at the advice of an upasaka, 
he became a monk (ibid., p. 236). There again his appetite proved to be ravenous; in order to pacify him a little, a 
householder (grhapati ) had him swallow the contents of a wagon loaded with provisions for 500 people (ibid., p.237- 
239). Finally, the Buddha Sakyamuni took Dharmaruci to the sea-shore near the carcass of a giant fish and told him, to 
his great amazement, that these fragments of bone ( asthisakala ) had once belonged to him. Then the Buddha disappeared 
miraculously and returned to Sravastl, to the Jetavana, leaving Dharmaruci in contemplation before his own skeleton 
(ibid., p. 239-240). In the course of his meditation, Dharmaruci traveled over all the stages of the Path and reached 
arhathood. Going back over the course of his lives and aware of the favors his old friend had rendered him, he 
miraculously returned to the Jetavana. When Sakyamuni saw him, he made only a discrete allusion to the fonner lifetimes 
they had had together and welcomed him with these simple words: Cirasya Dharmaruce .... Sucirasya Dharmaruce ..... 
Sucirascirasya Dharmaruce (It has been a long time, Dharmaruci! It has been a very long time, Dharmaruci! It has indeed 
been a very long time, Dharmaruci!) And Dharmaruci agreed: Cirasya Bhagavan, Sucirasya Bhagavan, Suciracirasya 
Bhagavan (Chinese Ekottara, T 125, k. 11, p. 507b; Mahavastu, I, p. 246; Divyavadana, p. 241; Apadana, II,p. 430, v. 
20 ). 

Archeologists became interested in the giant fish because of a Bharhut medallion depicting a ship with three people about 
to be engulfed by a marine monster (cf. Cunningham, Bharhut, pi. XXXIV, 2; A. Foucher, Memoires concernant I'Asie 
Orientale, III, p. 8; B. Barua and K.C. Sinha, Bharhut Inscriptions, Calcutta, 1926, p. 61; Luders, Bharhut und die 
buddhistische Literatur, p. 73-79: Die Geschichte von Timitimigila). The sources dealing with it are more numerous than 
is generally thought: 

Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, p. 231-232. - Mahavastu, I, p. 244-246. - Avadanakalpalata, II, p. 777-778, v. 16-25. 

Pali sources, hitherto neglected or forgotten: Pali Apadana, II, p. 430, v. 13-20, of which the following is the text: 

13. Akarim cinantariyah ca ghdtayim dutthamdnasa 

tato cuto mahavicim upapanno suddrunam . 

20. Disvd disva muni aha ciram DhammarucTti mam. 

It is Dharmaruci who is speaking: "I committed a heinous sin of immediate retribution and committed murder with an evil 
mind; I died and was reborn in the cruel great hell. Plunged into the hells, for a long time I wandered unhappily and never 
met the hero Sumedha, the bull among men. For a kalpa, I was the fish Timingala in the ocean: seeing a ship nearby in the 
ocean, I approached it. Seeing me, the frightened merchants called upon the excellent Buddha. Gotama, they cried. 
Hearing the great cry which they uttered, I remembered my fonner propensities. Then I died and was reborn at Savatthi in 
a great brahmin family. I was Dhammaruci, filled with horror for any sin; having seen the Lamp of the World, I went, at 
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search for precious stuffs. They encountered Mo k'ie lo (Makara), king of the fish ( matsyaraja the 
water of the sea rushed into its gapiing mouth and the ship was about to be engulfed. The captain 
(karnadhara)62 1 asked the man in the look-out: "What do you see?" He answered: "I see three suns 
(i dditya ), ranges of white mountains ( avadataparvatardji ) and a waterfall (jalaprapdta) at the entrance to a 


the age of seven years, to Jetavana and embraced the monastic life. Three times during the day and three times during the 
night I went to the Buddha and each time he saw me, the Muni said: "It has been a long time, O Dhammaruci." 

Chinese sources: Hien yu king, T 202 (no. 23), k. 4, p. 379b (abridged). - Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no, 30), p. 529a-b (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 51-53): this version is very similar to that of the Mpps. - King liu siang, T 2121, k. 43, p. 226b. 
The story of the Mahavastu has been influenced by an episode in the legend of Puma who also rescued his brother and 
five hundred merchants from Surparaka from a stonn. He rejoined them miraculously and, seated cross-legged on the 
edge of the boat, he calmed the stonn raised by the yaksa Mahesvara. The episode is told in Divyavadana, p. 41-42 (tr. 
Bumouf, Introduction, p. 228-230) and in the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 3, p. 13a. In other sources, the 
merchant from Surparaka miraculously saved is called, not Dharukarnin, but Stavakarnika (Avadanasataka, II, p. 166; 
Buddhacarita, XXI, v. 22, in E. H. Johnston, The Buddha's Mission and last Journey, Extract of Acta Or., XV, 1937,p. 53, 
where Rna stod translates the Sanskrit Stavakarnika). 

620 xhis fish is called Mo kie (Makara) in the Hien yu king and the Tsa p'i yu king; timitimihgila on the Bharhut 
medallion, the Mahavastu and the Divyavadana (where the variant timingila also occurs); timingilagili (probably to be 
corrected as timingilagila ) in the Avadanakalpalata; timingala in the Apadana. 

The proper reading is that of the Avadanakalpalata: timingilagila, in Tibetan ha-mid mid-par byad-pahi-ha 'the fish-that- 
swallows a fish-swallower'. Three kinds of fish must be distinguished: i) The ti mi, described as follows in the 
Raghuvamsa, XIII, 10: 

Sasattvam adaya badimukhambhah scimmilayanto vivrtananatvat/ 
amisirbhis timayah sarandhrair urdhvam vitanvanti jalapravahan// 

"See these sharks (timi) that suck in the water with the animals in it at the mouths of rivers; suddenly they shut their 
gullets and emit columns of water into the air through the holes in their heads." (tr. L. Rcnou) 

ii) The timingila, in Tibetan ha-mid 'swallower of tinmt Indeed, the Amarakosa, I, 10, 19, has: 
timihgilas timim girati: gr nigarane. 

iii) The timingilagila, in Tibetan ha-mid mid par byed pa, 'a swallower of timingila'. 

Thus there are three kinds of fish of different sizes, the smallest of which is swallowed by the middle one, and the middle 
one by the largest. This fits in perfectly with the Hindu concepts of life in the seas. Cf. Divyavadana, p. 230. "In the great 
ocean, the living beings are divided into three size-ranges (skandha): in the first are the fish 100, 200 and 300 yojanas in 
length; in the second, those 800, 900, 1000 up to 1400 yojanas in length; in the third, those 1500, 1600 and up to 2100 
yojanas in length. In the great ocean, these kinds of fish are always eating one another; those in the first size-range 
(bhumi) are devoured by those in the second; those in the second are devoured by those in the third. There is a fish there 
called Timingila [to be corrected to Timingilagila] that, surpassing the third range, comes up to the surface. When it opens 
its mouth, a funnel of water is sucked into it violently; drawn in by this mass of water, fish of all kinds, turtles, sea horses, 
dolphins, whales, etc. pass from its mouth into its belly. When it moves, it is so huge that its head, even from afar, seems 
to be a mountain as high as the sky and its two eyes from afar are like two suns in the sky." 

The captain ( karnadhdra ) or chief of the merchants (sdrthavdha) is called Sthapakarnika (variants: Thapakarni, 
Thapakarnika, Sthapakarnika) in the Mahavastu. Cf. the Stavakarnika of the Avadanasataka and the Buddhacarita. 
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cave."6“ The captain shouted: "It is the Makara, the king of the fish; he is holding his mouth agape; the 
first sun is the real sun, the other two suns are his eyes ( aksi ); the white mountains are his teeth ( danta ): the 
waterfall is the sea water that is lushing into his mouth.^-3 Let each of you call upon the gods for help." 
Then each of the men called upon the god whom he worshipped,624 but with no success. 625 Among them 
there was an upasaka who observed the five precepts ( pancasiksapadaparigrMta upasaka )626 who said to 
the others: "We should all cry out together Na mo fo (Namo buddhdya)', the Buddha is unsurpassable 
(i anuttara ); he will know how to help us." All the passengers unanimously ( ekacittena ) agreed and with one 
voice ( samaravena ) they cried: Namo buddhdya (Homage to the Buddha). Now in an earlier lifetime 
(purvajanma ), this fish had been a bad disciple of the Buddha (duhsilasravaka) ; 62 7 he still had the 
memory of his former lifetimes ( purvanivasdnusmrtijndna ). Hearing the name of the Buddha pronounced, 
he felt remorse, closed his mouth and the sailors were saved.628 

If the simple commemoration of the Buddha ( buddhanusmrti ) can thus efface grave sins and save from 
danger, what are not [the benefits] of the concentration commemorating the Buddhas 
( buddhanusmrtisamddhi )? 

z'v) Moreover, the Buddha is king of Dharma ( dharmardja ), while the bodhisattvas are but the captains. 
Worship and respect belong to the Buddha Bhagavat alone; that is why we must always commemorate the 
Buddhas. 


622 j n ti le Divyavadana, p. 231, the captain gives the following explanation Yat tad bhavantah sruyate timitimihgila iti 
timitimingilabhayam .... sutyavadavalokyete etav aksitarakau. 

623 [ n the Tsa p'i yu king, the look-out says: "I see two suns that appear above; below is a white mountain; in the middle 
is a black mountain." 

624 j n the Divyavadana, p. 232, the merchants invoked Siva, Varuna, Kuvera, Mahendra, Upendra; in the Mahavastu, p. 
245, Siva, Vaisravana, Skandha, Varuna, Yama, Dhrtarastra, Virudhaka, Virupaksa, Indra, Brahma, Samudradevata; in 
the Hien yu king, some invoke the Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha, others call upon the deities of the mountains and 
rivers, their parents, their wives and children, their brothers [as in the legend of Purna] and their servants. 

625 Th e T sa p'i ytt king says " "The stronger their prayers, the faster the boat went." 

626 -pijg Divyavadana and the Hien yu king simply say 'an upasaka'. The Mpps mentions specifically that he held the five 
precepts; not to kill, not to steal, to abstain from forbidden sexual relations, not to he and not to partake of alcohol. 
Scholars discuss the question of knowing if these obligations are essential to the quality of upasaka. Cf. L. de La Vallee 
Poussin, Notes sur le chemin du Nirvana, BCLS, session 5 Jan, 1925, no. 1, p. 20, n. 2. - In the Tsa p'i yu king, it is the 
ship's captain the sarthavaha, who advises them to call upon the Buddha. - In the Mahavastu, p. 245, it is the ayusmat 
Purnaka: hearing the merchants invoking their deities, he arose from the mountain Tundaturika into the air and stood 
above the ship. The merchants wished to take refuge in him by calling him Bhagavat. Purnaka told them that he is not the 
Bhagavat, but a simple sravaka; he advised them to cry out as with a single voice Namo buddhasya. 

622 j n the Divyavadana, p. 232, the merchants' cry first reached the ears of the Buddha who was at Srasvastl in the 
Jetavana, and the Buddha then transmitted it to the giant fish. 

628 \y e i lave seen a bove that the fish died of hunger and was reborn at SravastI; this was Dharmaruci's last life; he was 
converted and attained arhathood. 
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v) Moreover, by always commemorating the Buddhas, we acquire all kinds of qualities ( guna ) and benefits 
(artha ). In the same way that a great minister ( mahdmdtya ) who has received special favors always 
commemorates his master, so the bodhisattvas, who owe qualities of all kinds and immense wisdom to he 
Buddha, feel gratitude and ceaselessly commemorate the Buddha. 

[109b] You may ask why the bodhisattvas always commemorate the Buddhas instead of practicing the 
other samddhis as well. But to say that they always commemorate the Buddhas does not mean that they 
neglect the other samddhis', what it does mean is that they practice the buddhanusmrtisamadhi more often. 

vz) Finally, the sutra has already mentioned the samadhis of emptiness ( sunyatd ), signlessness ( dnimitta ) 
and wishlessness ( apranihita ), but did not say anything about the buddhdnusmrtisamadhi. That is why it is 
spoken of here. 


27. AP ARIMIT AB UDDH ADH YE S AN AKU SAL A 

Sutra: They excelled in inviting innumerable buddhas ( aparimitabuddhddhyesanakusalaih ). 
Sastra: The invitations^^ [which they address to the Buddhas] are of two typesi^O 


6-9 It is understood that, before and after he has entered into the bhumis, the bodhisattva must cultivate the awakened 
mind by the practice of the six or ten paramitas. In order to reach the culmination of his career, he must then impose upon 
himself painful efforts that will be prolonged over three, seven, or even thirty-three asamkhyeyakalpas (cf. Samgraha, 
p.209-211; Siddhi, p.731-733). 

In actual fact, however, it seems that the cultivation of the awakened mind is less complicated than it seems at first sight. 
In order to progress in his career, it will suffice that the bodhisattva faithfully accomplish certain rituals, to which the 
Mahayana theoreticians will attach increasing importance. 

A text that makes up part of the Ratnakuta, the Ugradattapariprccha (cited in the Siksasamuccaya, p. 290) recommends 
that the bodhisattva, pure and clad in clean clothes, three times during the day and three times during the night, carry out 
the Triskandha, namely, the confession of sins, acceptance of the good and invitation to the Buddhas. Here is the text: 

Aryogrdattapariprcchdydm hi trirdtre tridivasasya ca . pdpadesandpunydnumodand-buddhddhyesandkhydh. 

The Mpps also mentions this threefold practice and, according to the explanations it gives here, it appears that the 
Triskandha consists of the following practices: 

i) Pcipadesana , confession of sins. 

ii) Buddhdnusmrti-anumodand-samdddpana, commemoration, rejoicing and exhortation of the Buddhas. 

iii) Adhyesand and ydcana, invitation to the Buddhas to preach the Dharma and prayer to the Buddhas to delay their entry 
into nirvana. 

But it is Santideva who recommends these spiritual exercises mainly in his Bodhicaryavatara, chap. II-III, and his 
Siksamuccaya, p. 290-291 (tr. Bendall-Rouse, p. 263-265). There the threefold practice, so-called because it is done three 
times during the day and three times during the night, consists of at least six parts: 

i) Vandana and pujana: veneration and worship of the Buddhas, etc. 

ii) Saranagamana, taking refuge in the Buddhas, etc., and pcipadesana , confession of sins. 

iii) Punydnumodana, rejoicing in virtue. 

iv) Adhyesand, invitation to the Buddhas to preach the Dharma. 
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i) When a Buddha becomes buddha, the bodhisattvas ceremoniously invite him three times during the night 
and three times during the day: throwing their upper garment over one shoulder ( ekdmsam uttardsangam 
b-tvd), with joined palms ( anjalim pranamyd), they say to him: "In the buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ) of the 
ten directions ( dasadis ), countless Buddhas, once they have become buddha, do not turn the wheel of 
Dharma ( dharmacakra ). I, so-and-so, invite all the Buddhas to turn the wheel of Dharma for beings to save 
them all."631 

ii ) When the Buddhas are about to abandon their life of immense duration ( aparimitciAus ) and prepare to 
enter nirvana, the bodhisattvas, three times during the day and three times during the night, throw their 
upper garment over one shoulder and with joined palms, say: "I, so-and-so, invite the countless Buddhas of 
the buddha-fields of the ten directions to remain for a long time in this world, for countless kalpas, for the 
salvation and welfare of all beings. "632 

This is how the bodhisattvas invite innumerable Buddhas. 

Question. - The Buddhas have a pattern according to which they must preach the Dharma and save all 
beings. Whether they are invited or not, this pattern remains the same. Then why must they be invited? 
Besides, although it is possible to invite the Buddhas who are close by, how is it possible to invite the 
Buddhas of the innumerable buddha-fields of the ten directions? They cannot even be seen! 

Answer. - z) Although the Buddhas are obliged to preach the Dharma and need no human invitation, the 
person who invites them gains merit ( punya ) by doing so. In the same way, even though the king finds 
plenty of delicacies to eat at home, many people still invite him in order to gain his favor and obtain his 
advice. 


v) Yacana, prayer to the Buddhas to delay their entry into nirvana. 

vi) Parinamana, dedication of merit for the good of beings. 

Blit, as Santideva comments, many of these exercises are mixed up one with another: the vandana is included in the 
papadesana, and the yacana is joined to the adhyesana (cf. Siksasamuccaya, p. 290). [In Tibetan, this practice is called 
Phung-po gsum-pahi mdo] 

630 adhyesana, invitation, and yacana, prayer. 

631 Fonnula of the adhyesana in Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 10: Ye ca dasaddisi lokapradipa .... cakru anuttara 
vartanatayai. 

"And these lamps of the world, in the ten directions, who have attained enlightenment and overcome detachment, I invite 
all these protectors to turn the unsurpassable wheel [of Dharma], 

In the Bodhicaryavatara, III, v. 4: Sarvasu diksu sambuddhan prarthaydmi .... mohad duhkhaprapatindm. "With joined 
palms I request the perfect Buddhas of all the directions to light the lamp of Dharma for those whom delusion has caused 
them to fall into misfortune." 

632 Fonnula of yacana in the Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 11: Ye 'pi ca nirvrti darsitukdmas .... sarvajagasya hitaya 
sukhdya. 

"And so with joined palms, I beg these Buddhas who wish to manifest their nirvana, that they wait for a number of kalpas 
as large as the number of grains of sand in a [buddha]-field for the good and welfare of the entire world." 

In the Bodhicharyavatara, III, v. 5: Nirvdtukdmdms ca jindn yacaycimi.... andham idam jagat. "And I also entreat those 
Victorious Ones who wish to enter nirvana that they wait for endless kalpas lest this world become blind." 
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/'/') Moreover, if one feels friendship ( maitricitta ) for beings and one wishes them happiness, one gains 
great merit even though these beings do not get any. It is the same when one invites the Buddhas to preach 
the Dharma. 

iii) Furthermore, there are Buddhas who have not been invited to preach and who have entered directly into 
nirvana without having preached the Dharma. Thus, in the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarikasutra), the 
Bhagavat Yo pao (Prabhutaratna), whom nobody had invited [to preach], entered nirvana directly but, later, 
his fictive nirmanakaya and his stupa made of the seven jewels ( saptaratna ) appeared simultaneously in 
order to confirm the prediction of the Saddharmapundarikasutra.^^^ - Similarly also the Buddha Sin chan 
to fo (Susantabuddha): as his disciples had not yet ripened the seeds of good (, aparipakvakusalamula ) [and 
were consequently unable to grasp his teaching], he entered directly into nirvana, but, to save beings, he 
left [behind] a fictive Buddha ( ninnanabuddha ) which lasted for a kalpa. - The present Buddha 
Sakyamuni, having become buddha, waited 57 days before preaching the Dharma. 63 4 He said to himself: 


633 Cf. Saddharmapundanka, chap. XI: Stupasamdarsana, p. 248-249 (tr. Burnout, p. 150-151; Kern, p. 236-237). When 
Sakyamuni was in the process of preaching the holy Dharma, a precious stupa appeared in the sky above the assembly. A 
voice came from it which praised Sakyamuni who opened the stupa and there found the preserved body of Prabhutaratna: 
Atha khcilu bhagavah Sakyamunis tcithdgatas tasyam veldyam svan .... dharmaparyayasya sravandyehagatah. 

"Then at that moment the blessed Tathagata Sakyamuni, seeing all the assembled Tathagatas miraculously created from 
his own body..., arose from his seat and flying up, remained suspended in the air. The four assemblies all together arose 
from their seats and stood, palms joined in respect, with eyes fixed on the face of the Bhagavat. Then with his right hand, 
the Bhagavat divided this great stupa made of precious stones which was suspended in the air; and having divided it, he 
opened the two halves completely. Just as the two halves of the gate of a great city open up when the piece of wood 
holding them closed is removed, so the Bhagavat, having separated this great stupa into two parts with the index finger of 
his right hand, opened it. Hardly had this great stupa of precious stones been opened, when the blessed Tathagata 
Prabhutaratna appeared seated cross-legged on his throne, his limbs dried out but his body not decreased in size, as if 
deep in meditation; and at this same moment, he pronounced the following words: "Good, good, O blessed Sakyamuni, it 
is well said, this explanation of the Lotus of the holy Dharma which you are about to make; it is good, O blessed 
Sakyamuni, that you explain this Lotus of the holy Dharma to the assemblies; I too, O Bhagavat, have come to hear this 
Lotus of the holy Dharma." (tr. Burnouf) 

634 These 57 days that separated the enlightenment from the first sermon are problematic chronologically in the 
biography of the Buddha. The sources do not agree on the number of weeks that elapsed between these two events. 

The Pali Vinaya (vol. I) counts four weeks which the Buddha spent respectively: 1) under the bodhirukkhci (p. 1); 2) 
under the ajapalanigrodhci (p. 3); 3) under the mucalinda (p. 3); 4) under the rajdyatana (p. 3). 

The Nidanakatha (p. 77-80) counts seven weeks that the Buddha spent respectively: 1) at the mahabodhimanda; 2) by the 
animisacetiya; 3) by the ratanacankamacetiya; 4) by the r atanagharacetiya; 5) under the ajapalanigrodha; 6) with 
Mucalinda', 7) under the rajdyatana. - The DIpavamsa, I, v. 29-30, has almost the same details: during the seventh week, 
the Buddha stayed in the Khlrapala park. 

The Mahavastu (vol. Ill) also counts seven weeks. The Buddha passed the first two under the bodhidruma (p. 273 and 
281); he spent the third in dirgha cahkrama (p. 281). During the last four, he stayed respectively in the dwelling of the 
naga Kala (p. 300), in the dwelling of the naga Mucilinda (p. 300), under the ajapalanyagrodha (p. 301), in the 
Ksirikavana at the Bahudevata-caitya (p. 303). The Mahavastu concludes by saying: "Thus the Bhagavat spent the seven- 
week retreat during 49 days." 
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"My Dharma is profound ( gambhira ), difficult to penetrate ( durvighaya ) and difficult to understand 
(i duranubodha ). Beings attached to worldly things ( alayarama ) are unable to understand it."635 

[109c] Nevertheless, Sakyamuni did not enter into silence in the bliss of nirvana. At that time, the 
bodhisattvas and the Sakradevendra and Brahmadevaraja gods came to bow down before him with joined 
palms (anjalim pranamya) and invited him to turn the wheel of Dharma ( dharmacakra ) for beings. The 
Buddha accepted their invitation in silence and then went to Po Jo nai (Varanasi) in the Lou Jin (Mrgadava) 
where he turned the wheel of Dharma. Under these circumstances, how can you say that it is useless to 
invite the Buddhas? 

;v) Finally, it is customary for the Buddhas to consider beings, not in order to know whether they are noble 
or lowly, light or heavy, but to know if they invite them. It is as a result of this invitation that they preach 
the Dharma. Even if beings did not invite the Buddha face-to-face, the Buddha, who always knows their 
minds, hears their invitation. Supposing even that the Buddhas do not see and do not hear [those who invite 
them], there would still be the same merit of inviting them; how much more so when they are able to see 
you and hear you. 

Question. - If it is so advantageous to invite the Buddhas, why invite them only on the two occasions 
indicated above? 

Answer. - It is not necessary to invite them in other circumstances, but in those two, it is indispensable to 
do so. 

If the Buddhas preached the Dharma without being invited, the heretics (tirthikd) might say: "Since his 
Buddha quality definitely has been established, does he not speak so much and act so much out of clinging 
to his own system ( dharmabhinivesa )?" That is why, in order to teach, the Buddhas should be invited. 


The Lalitavistara (p. 377, 379-381) locates the seven weeks as follows: The Buddha spent the first week seated on the 
bodhi-seat; he spent the second in dirgha cankrama', during the third, he stayed on the bodhimanda; in the fourth, he 
accomplished the dahara cankrama. During the last three, he stayed successively with Mucilinda, under the 
ajapalanyagrodha, and finally under the tarayana tree. - Cf. Beal, Romantic Legend, p. 236 seq. 

At the end of the seventh week, exactly 49 days after his enlightenment, at the invitation of Brahma Buddha agreed to 
preach the Dharma. But according to the Mpps, the first sermon at Benares did not take place until the 57th day. 
Therefore eight days elapsed between Brahma's invitation and the sermon at Benares. From the Mahavastu (III, p. 324- 
328) and the Lalitavistara, p. 406-407 (tr. Foucaux, p. 338-339), we know that this week was spent by the Buddha 
traveling from Gaya to Varanasi. According to the Nidanakatha, p. 81, having remained a few more days at the 
bodhimanda, the Buddha resolved to be at Benares on the day of the full moon of the Asadha month (June-July). On the 
fourteenth, he arose early in the morning and traveled 18 yojanas so that he arrived the same day towards evening at 
Rsipatana near Benares. That same evening, he preached the Dharmacakrapravartanasutra. 

635 Cf. Vinaya, I, p. 4: ayarn dhammo gambhfro duddciso duranubdho .... dlayardmaydm ca prajaydm durdrisam imam 
sthdnam ; Wou fen liu, T 1321, k. 15, p. 103c; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 31, p. 786c. 

On the enigmatic fonnula alayarama, dlarata, alayasammudita, see also Majjhima, I, p. 167; Samyutta, I, p. 136; 
Aiiguttara, II, p. 131. - We know that the Vijnanavadin school resorted to these texts to prove the existence of the store- 
consciousness (i dlayavijhana ) by means of scripture. See Sa a graha, p. 26; Siddhi, p. 180; S. Levi, Autour d'Asvaghosa, JA, 
Oct.-Dec., 1929, p. 281-283. 
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People might also say: "If he knows the [true] nature of dharmas, he should not covet a long life. By 
remaining so long in the world, he is in no hurry to enter into nirvana!" This is why prayers [for him to stay 
here] are needed. If the Buddhas preached without being invited, people would say that the Buddha is 
attached to his own system and wants to make it known to people. This is why the Buddhas must await 
people's invitation to turn the wheel of Dharma. 

The heretics ( tfrthika ) themselves are attached to their own systems; with or without invitation they preach 
to people. The Buddha has no attachment or fondness for his doctrine; it is out of compassion ( karund ) for 
beings that he preaches when he is invited; if he were not invited, he would not turn the wheel of Dharma. 
Some verses say: 

The Buddhas say: "What is true? 

What is false? 

The true and the false 

Are both non-existent. 

Thus the truth consists 

Of not being discursive about the dharmas." 

It is out of compassion for beings 

That they turn the wheel of Dharma. 

Moreover, if the Buddha preached the doctrine without being invited, he would have preached his own 
discoveries (pratibhd ), his own beliefs ( grdha ) and would certainly have answered the fourteen difficult 
questions. But when the gods invited him to preach, where it was a matter only of cutting through old age 
(jam ), sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ), he did not engage in controversial questions 
(.nigrahasthdna ); this is why he did not answer the fourteen difficult questions and avoided any criticism. 
For this reason he must be invited to turn the wheel of Dharma. 

Furthermore, although born among humans, the Buddha nevertheless acts as a Mahapumsa: despite his 
great compassion (karund), he does not preach without being invited. If he preached without an invitation, 
he would be criticized by the heretics (tirthika)', therefore first he must be invited. [110a] Again, the 
heretics belong to the sect of the god Brahma and, if Brahma himself invites the Buddha, the heretics give 
in. 

Finally, the bodhisattvas regularly accomplish a threefold practice ( triskandha ) three times during the day 
and three times during the night: 1) In the morning, throwing the upper garment over one shoulder 
(ekdmsam uttardsangam b-tvd) and with joined palms ( krtanjali ), they pay homage to the Buddhas of the 
ten directions, saying: "I, so-and-so, in the presence of the Buddhas of the ten directions, confess the faults 
and sins of body, speech and mind that I have committed for countless kalpas, in my present lifetime and in 
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past lifetimes. I vow to wipe them out and not to commit them again. "636 During the night, they repeat this 
formula three times. 2) They commemorate the Buddhas of the ten directions and the three times, their 
activities ( carita ), their qualities ( guna) and those of their disciples. They praise them (, anumodante ) and 
exhort them ( samdddpayanti ). 3) They supplicate the Buddhas of the ten directions to turn the wheel of 
Dharma and invite them to remain in the world for countless kalpas to save all beings. By accomplishing 
this threefold practice, the bodhisattvas gain immense merit and approach buddhahood. This is why they 
must invite the Buddhas. 


28. N AN ADRSTIP ARY A V ASTH AN AKLE S APRAS AM AN AKU SAL A 

Sutra : They excelled in destroying various wrong views, entanglements and afflictions 
( nanadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusalaih ). 

Sdstra : A. There are many kinds of wrong views ( drsti): 

1 ) Two types of drsti: the view of eternalism ( sdsvatadrsti ) and the view of nihilism ( ucchedadrsti ).°37 
Sasvatadrsti is an adherence of the mind ( cittaksdnti) which holds the five aggregates ( skandha ) to be 
eternal ( nitya ); ucchedadrsti is an adherence of the mind which holds the five aggregates to be perishable. 
Beings often fall into these two wrong views. The bodhisattvas who have suppressed them within 
themselves are also able to suppress them in others in order to establish them in the Middle Way 
(madhyama pratipad). 

2 ) Two types of drsti: the view of existence (, bhavadrsti ) and the view of non-existence (vibhavadrsti).63% 

3) Three types of drsti: adherence to all dharmas ( sarvadharmaksanti ), non-adherence to all dharmas 
( sarvadharmesv aksdntih), both adherence and non-adherence to all dharmas ( sarvadarmesu 
ksdntyaksdntih). 

4) Four types of drsti ;639 /) The world is eternal, the world is not eternal, the world is both eternal and 
non-eternal, the world is neither eternal nor non-eternal (sasvato lokah, asasvato lokah, sasvatas 
cdsdsvatas ca lokah, naivasasvatas nasasvatals ca lokah). ii ) The world and the self are finite, infinite, 
both finite and infinite, neither finite nor infinite (antavdn lokas cdtmd ca, anantavan lokah cdtmd ca, 
antavdms canantavams ca lokas cdtmd ca, naivantavan nanatavams ca lokas cdtmd ca). Hi) The Tathagata 
[or the saint free of desire] exists after death, does not exist after death, both exists and does not exist after 
death, neither exists nor does not exist after death (bhavati tathdgatah param marandn, na bhavati 


636 Fonnula of papadesana in Bhadracarlpranidhana, v. 8: yac ha krtam mayipdpa bhaveyyd .... tam pratidesayamTahu 
sarvam. "And the sins committed by me, under the impulse of attachment, hatred or delusion, of speech or of mind, I 
confess them all." See also a more developed formula in Bodhicaryavatara, I, p. 154; II, p. 240; III. p. 130; Kosa, V, p. 
17. IX, p. 265. 

632 This is antagrahadrsti: Anguttara, I, p. 154; II, p. 240; III, p. 130; Kosa, V, p. 17; IX, p. 265. 

6-^ Cf. Samyutta, III, p. 93; Majjhima, I, p. 65; Anguttara, I, p. 83; Kosa, IX, p. 265. 

639 Q ne f a ii s i n t 0 these drstis when one comes to a decision about the 'fourteen difficult questions'. 
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tathagatah param maranad, bhavati ca na bhavati ca tathagatah param maranan, naiva bhavati na na 
bhavati ca tathagatah param maranat). 

5) Five types of drsti'P 40 /) s atkdyadrsti (view related to the accumulation of perishable things, i.e., the 
five skandhas), ii ) antagrdhadrsti (view of believing in the extreme theories of eternalism or nihilism); in) 
mithyddrsti (wrong view which consists of denying that which really does exist), iv) drstipardmarsa 
(holding wrong views in high esteem), v) silavrataparamarsa (holding morality and disciplinary practices 
in exaggerated esteem). 

These various views increase in number up to 62 drstigata.^^ 

These views are brought about by various causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ), are discovered by various 
sciences ( jndnaparydya ), are understood by various teachers ( dcdiya ); they constitute all kinds of fetters 
(samyojana ) under various characteristics and cause diverse sufferings to beings. This is why they are 
called 'various views' ( ndnddrsti ). The meaning of the word drsti will be explained fully later. 

B. There are ten manifestly active defilements (paryavasthdna );642 /) anger (krodha), ii) hypocrisy 
(mraksa), Hi) lethargy ( stydna ), iv) languor ( middha ), v) regret (kaukrtya), vi) agitation (auddhatya), vii) 
shamelessness ( ahrikya ), viii) non-embarrassment ( anapatrdpya ), ix) avarice ( mdtsarya ), x) envy, ( Trshyd ). 
- Moreover, because they fetter the mind, all the afflictions are called manifestly active defilements 
( paryavasthdna ). 

C. The afflictions ( klesa ) are called klesa (in Chinese, fan nao) because they vex (fan ) and torment (nao) 
the mind. 

[110b] There are two types of klesa: inner attachment (adhyatmikasahga) and outer attachment 
(bdhyasahga). The klesas of inner attachment are the five drstis, doubt (vicikitsd), pride ( mdna ), etc.; the 
klesas of outer attachment are lust (rdga), hatred ( dvesa ), etc. Ignorance ( avidyd ) is both inner and outer. 

There are two other types of bonds ( bandhana): those that depend on craving ( trsndpatita ) and those that 
depend on wrong views ( drstipatita ). 

There are also three types of bandhana: those that depend on lust ( rdgaptita), those that depend on hatred 
( dvesapatita ) and those that depend on delusion (mohapatita)P^ They are called klesa. 

Some people list ten paryavasthanas; others, 500.644 yj^ ki e g as are called 'all the fetters ( samyojana ). 
There are nine samyojanas, seven anusayas and a total of 98 bandhanas.^^ 


640 Kosa, V, p. 15-18. 

641 These 62 drstigatas are described in the Brahmajalasutra; they have their root in satkdyadrsti. 

642 Kosa, V, p. 90. 

6 42 Kosa, p. 87). 

644 y[j e Vaibhasikas claim 10 paryasvasthanas (Kosa,V, p. 90, others, 500 (P'i ni mou king, T 1463, k. 8, p. 850, on 
Hobogirin, Bound, p. 124). 

645 There are 6 anusayas: raga, pratigha, mana, avidya, drsti, vimati (Kosa, V, p. 2). - They make 7 by dividing raga into 
two (Kosa, V, p. 3; DIgha, III, p. 254, 282; Anguttara, IV, p. 9; Samyutta, V, p. 60; Vibhanga, p. 383; Jnanaprasthana, T 
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According to the K'ia tchan yen tseu a p'i fan (Katyayanlputrabhidharma), these ten paiyavasthdnas and 
98 bandhanas make 108 klesas .^46 ] n the Tou tseu eid a p'i fan (Vatslputrlyabhidharma), the samyojanas 
are the same in number, but the paiyavasthdnas are 500. 

The bodhisattvas destroy all these passions in themselves by all kinds of means ( updya ), and they excel in 
destroying those of others as well. 

Thus, at the time of the Buddha, three brothers heard speak of three courtesans (vesya): Ngan lo p'o li 
(AmrapaEi) of Vaisali, Siu man na (Sumana) of Sravastl and Yeou po lo p'an na (Utpalavarna) of 
Rajagrha. Hearing everyone praise the incomparable beauty of these three women, the three brothers 
thought of them day and night and could not get them out of their minds. In dreams, they possessed them. 
Once awakened, they said to themselves: "These women did not come to us and we did not go to these 
women; nevertheless, pleasure was produced. Because of them we woke up. Are all dharmas like that?"647 
Then they went to the bodhisattva P'o t'o p'o lo (Bhadrapala) to ask him about this. Bhadrapala said to 
them: "All dharmas are indeed like that; they are all the result of mind." Then he skillfully ( updyena ) 
explained the emptiness ( sunyatd ) of dharmas to the three men, and all three became bodhisattvas without 
regression ( avaivartika ). The bodhisattvas use all kinds of tricks in this way to preach the Dharma to 
beings and suppress their wrong views ( drsti), manifst active defilements (paiyavasthdna ) and klesas. This 
is what the sutra explains by saying: ndnadrstiparyavasthanaklesaprasamanakusala. 


29. SAMADHISATASAHASRABHINIRHARAVIKRlDANAKUSALA 


Sutra: They excelled in producing and playing with a hundred thousand samadhis 
( samddhisatasahasrdbhinirhdravikrfdanakusalaih ). 


1543, k. 4, p. 784c). - They make 10 by dividing drsti into five (Kosa, V, p. 9). They make 98 by counting the 36 
anusayas in kamadhatu, 31 in rupadhatu and 31 in arupyadhatu (Prakaranapada, k. 3, p. 637c; Jnanaprasthana, T 1543, k. 
4, p. 784c; Kosha, V, p. 9). 

646 p or t[ lese 108 klesas, see Przyluski, Asoka, p. 323. 

647 Example of a story often used in Madhyamaka treatises. 

Pitriputrasamagamasutra, cited in Siksasamuccaya, p. 252: Tatra maharaja mayopamdmndriydni svapnopamd visaydh .... 
vighdtasya klamathasya bhdgTsyat. 

Bhavasamkrantisutra cited in Madh. avatara, p. 127 (tr. Lav., Museon, 1910, p. 319): "Similarly, O great king, a sleeping 
man dreams that he possesses a beautiful woman, and awakened from his sleep, he thinks of her with regret. What do you 
think, O great king? Is he a wise man who, having dreamed that he possessed the beautiful woman, thinks about her with 
regret after he has woken up from his sleep?" - "No, O Bhagavat. And why? Because, O Bhagavat, in the dream, the 
beautiful woman does not exist, is not experienced, still less so, the possession of the woman. Nevertheless, this man will 
be tired out and exhausted." Cf. the Chinese versions in Bhavasamkranti, ed. N.A. Sastrl, p. 10-11. 

The Vijnanava-ins also explain how, in the absence of any object, there can be accomplishment of function ( krtyakriya ), 
as in a dream: cf. Vimsika, p. 4: Svapnopaghatavat krtyakriya siddheti veditavyam .... sukravisargalaksanah 
svapnopaghdtah. " The accomplishment of function is maintained [in the absence of any real object] such as discharge in 
the course of a dream: thus, in a dream and without any sexual coupling, there is discharge characterized by emission of 
semen." 
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Sdstra: By the power of dhydna and mental discipline ( cittaniyama ), by the power of pure wisdom 
(visuddhaprajnd) and skillful means ( updya ), these bodhisattvas produce ( abhinirharanti) all kinds of 
samadhis. 

What is samadhi? It is the fixing on one point of a good mind ( kusalacittaikdgratd ), the immobility of the 
mind ( cittdcalatd ). 

There are three kinds of samadhis: i) samadhi with vitarka (investigation) and vicdra (analysis); ii) samadhi 
without vitcirka but with vicdra ; in) samadhi with neither vitarka nor vicar a. 

There are four other kinds of samadhi: i) samadhi connected with the world of desire ( kdmadhdtvavacara ); 
ii) samadhi connected with the world of form ( rupadhdtvacara ), Hi) samadhi connected with the formless 
world ( drupyadhdtvacara ); z'v) samadhi not connected with anything. 

Here it is a question of the bodhisattva samadhis that have already been mentioned. They are not as 
complete (paripurna) as those of the Buddhas. The bodhisattvas produce them ( abhinirharanti) by the 
practice and cultivation of effort ( prayatna ). 

Question. - Why do the bodhisattvas produce ( abhinirharanti ) and play with (vikndanti) these [110c] 
hundred thousand samadhis? 

Answer. - Beings are innumerable ( apramdna ) and the functioning of their minds ( cittapravrtti ) differs: 
some have sharp ( tiksna) faculties , others have weak ( mrdu ) faculties; the fetters ( samyojana ) are heavy 
among some, light among others. Therefore the bodhisattvas use the hundred thousand kinds of samadhis 
to cut through the disturbances of the passions [among beings]. Thus, those who wish to enrich the poor 
(daridra) must first gather all sorts of wealth ( vasu ) and provisions ( sambhdra ) to be able then to go and 
help the poor; those who wish to cure sick people ( vyddhita ) must first prepare all kinds of dings 
(bhasajya) to be able then to cure the sick. In the same way, the bodhisattvas who wish to save beings use 
hundreds of thousands of samadhis. 

Question. - Why are they not content with just producing ( abhinirhdra ) these samadhis, but they also play 
(vikrfdana) with them? 

The bodhisattvas who produce these samadhis amuse themselves by entering into (pravesa ) and emerging 
from ( vyutthdna) them; this mastery ( vasita ) of the samadhis is called play ( vikrfdana ). This play is not 
attachment to desire ( trsndbandhana)\ it is a mastery (vasita). Thus the lion ( simha) who appears as a 
fearless sovereign (isvara) among gazelles ( mrga) is called mrgarati (the one who plays with the gazelles). 
In the same way, these bodhisattvas who have mastery of these samadhis go in and out of them at will. 
[Other people do not have such mastery over the samadhis]: some enter into them at will but remain there 
and do not emerge easily; others remain there at will but do not enter and emerge freely; others enter and 
remain freely but do not emerge easily; finally, others remain and emerge at will, but do not enter freely. 
Because the bodhisattvas have the threefold power over these samadhis of entering, remaining there and 
emerging at will, the sutra says that they produce a hundred thousand samadhis and play with them. 


648 See references in Kosa, VIII, p. 183. 
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Sutra: These bodhisattvas were endowed with countless qualities of this type ( evamvidhais capramanair 
gunaih samanvagataih). 

Sdstra: As these bodhisattvas surround the Buddha, the person who would like to glorify their qualities 
(guna ), were he to do so for countless kotis of kalpas. would be unable to exhaust the subject. This is why 
they are endowed with innumerable qualities. 

THE 22 MAIN BODHISATTVAS 649 

Sutra: These were the bodhisattvas: 

1. P'o t'op'o lo or Chan cheou (Bhadrapala) 

2. La na kie lo or Pai tsi (Ratnakara) 

3. Tao che (Sarthavaha) 

4. Sing to (Subhagupta, according to the Pancavimsati; Guhagupta, according to the 
Satasahasrika) 

5. Na lo ta (Naradatta) 

6. Chouei t'ien (Varunadatta) 

7. Tchou t'ien (Indradatta) 

8. Tayi (Uttaramati) 

9. Yiyi (Visesanati) 

10. Tsengyi (Vardhamanamati) 

11. Pou hiu kien (Amoghadarsin) 

12. Chan tsin (Susamprasthita) 


649 These principal bodhisattvas constitute merely a stereotypical list and their number is not fixed at 22, even in the 
versions of the Pancavimsati. Moksala's list has 23 (T 221, k. 1, p. la-b); the Sanskrit text ed. by N. Dutt (p. 5) and 
Dharmaraksa's translation (T 222, k. 1, p. 147a-b) have 24; Hiuan tsang's translation (T 220, k. 401, p. lc) has 26. The 
Satasasrika, p. 6-7) has even more. On the other hand, the first 16 bodhisattvas on the list, all living in the world, make up 
the homogeneous group of sodasa satpurusah, which appears a number of times in the Greater Vehicle: Wou leang cheou 
king, T 360, K. 1, p. 265cl6; Visesacintabrahmapariprccha, T 585, k. 1, p. Ial4; T 586, k. 1, p. 33b9; T 587, k. 1, p. 
62bl2; Saddharmapundarlkasutra, p. 3, 1. 10. These are the 16 bodhisattvas of the exoteric tradition (Hien kiao), distinct 
from the 16 bodhisattvas of the esoteric tradition (Mi kiao). 
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13. Che cheng (Suvikrantavikramin) 

14. Tch'ang k'in (Nityodyukta) 

15. Pou cho tsing tsin (Aniksiptadhura) 

16. Je tsang (Suryagarbha) 

17. Pou k’iueyi (Anupamacintin) 

18. Kouan cheyin (Avalokitesvara) 

19. Wen chou che li or Miao to (Manjusri) 

20. Tchepao yin (Ratnamudrahasta) 

21. Tch'ang kiu cheou (Nityotksiptahasta) 

22 Mi Id or Ts'eu che (Maitreya) 

They were at the head of countless thousands of kotinayuta of bodhisattva-mahasattvas who were all still 
awaiting succession (ekajdtipratibaddha)^® and will still accede to Buddhahood (bhuyastvena 
kumarabhuta).^-’ 1 

[111a] Sastra : All these bodhisattvas accompanying the Buddha were at Rajagrha on the 
Grdhrakutap arvata. 

Question. - These bodhisattvas are very numerous; why does the sutra give the names of only twenty-two? 

Answer. - If it were to cite the countless kotinayuta of bodhisattvas by name, there would be no end to it; 
the person who wants to cite them all would not have enough letters (aksara ) at their disposal. 

Moreover, there are two categories among these bodhisattvas: the lay ( grhastha ) and the monastic 
( pravrajita ): 

1) These are the lay bodhisattvas, the first 16 on the list, beginning with Bhadrapala. 

- Bhadrapala, of the vaisya caste, is an old man from Wang cho (Rajagrha).652 

- Ratnakara, a young prince ( kumdra ), lives in Vaisall. 

- Subhagupta, a merchant's son ( sresthiputra ), lives in Tchan po (Campa). 

- Sarthavaha, of the vaisya caste, lives in Chop'o t'i (SravastI). 

- Naradatta, of the brahmin caste, lives in Mi t'i lo (Mithila). 


650 The Chinese expression pou tch'ou or 'still awaiting succession' imperfectly renders the Sanskrit ekajatipratibaddha 
(Tibetan, skye ba gcig thogspa), which means 'separated from Buddhahood by only one rebirth'. 

651 The Chinese expression chao tsouen wei rch'o 'who will accede to the noble place' imperfectly renders the Sanskrit 
bhuyastvena kumdranhuta (Tibetan phal cher g€on nurgyurpa) which means 'always prince' [i.e., associated with royal 
power]. This expression will occur again at k. 10, p. 128al6 where it again is translated as bhuyastvena kumdrabhutva. 

652 s ee Bhadrapalasutra, T 416, k. 1, p. 872a-b. 
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- Vamnadatta is an upasaka bodhisattva. 

2) There are the monastic ( pravrajita ) bodhisattvas, Maitreya, ManjusrT, etc. 

3) The bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, etc., all come from a buddha-field ( buddhaksetra ) in a foreign region 
( desantara ). 

By citing a few lay people ( grhasta ), the sutra includes all the lay bodhisattvas; it is the same for the 
monastic bodhisattvas and the foreign ( desantarin ) bodhisattvas. 

Question. - What are the special ( visesa ) qualities of the bodhisattva Bhadrapala who is at the top of the 
list? - If the greatest ones were to be put first, you would have to cite first of all the bodhisattvas Pien ki 
(Vairocana), Kouan che yin (Avalokitesvara), To ta che (Mahasthamaprapta), etc. If the least were to be 
placed on top, you would have to cite first the bodhisattvas of fleshly body ( mdmsakdyabodhisattva ) and 
those who were about to produce the mind of enlightenment (prathamacittottpddikabodhisattva) for the 
first time. 

Answer. - If the bodhisattva Bhadrapala is placed first, it is not because he is the greatest or the least, but 
because he is an old man from Rajagrha, the greatest of the lay bodhisattvas ( avaddtavasanabodhisattva ), 
and because the Buddha went specifically to Rajagrha to preach the Prajnaparamita. 

Furthermore, the bodhisattva Bhadrapala has immense qualities ( guna ) of every kind and, in the Pan 
tcheou san mei (Pratyutpannasamadhi)653 the Buddha praised his qualities. 

Question. - If the bodhisattva Maitreya can be said to be 'awaiting succession' ( ekajdtipratibaddha ),^54 
why are the other bodhisattvas also called 'waiting for succession to Buddhahood'? 

Answer. - Divided up among the [various] buddha-fields ( buddhaksetra ) of the ten directions, these 
bodhisattvas are all awaiting succession ( ekajdtipratibaddha ). 


653 xhis is the Bhadrapalasutra known by a Tibetan translation entitled Da Itar hyi sans rgyas mrion sum du b€ugs pain 
tin tie hdzin = Pratyutpannabuddhasammukhavasthitasamadhi, Mdo X, 1 (Csoma-Feer, p. 250; OKC, no. 281, p. 299) and 
four Chinese translations due respectively to Jnanagupta (t 416), Tche tch'an (T 417 and T 418) and an anonymous 
translator (T 419). 

654 j n the Lesser Vehicle, it is claimed that the bodhisattva Maitreya, presently in Tusita heaven, will immediately 
succeed Buddha Sakyamuni in the course of a kalpa when the human lifespan will be 80,000 years (cf. DIgha, III, p. 75; 
Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 6, p. 41c; Tchong a han, T 46, k. 13, p. 511a). Maitreya therefore merits the adjective pou tch’ou 
'awaiting succession'. But how would these innumerable other bodhisattvas also be awaiting succession? 

The objection does not stop the Mahayana scholars who claim that at the same time there can be several Buddhas, 
provided that they are in different trichiliocosms. 
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CHAPTER XIV: EMISSION OF RAYS 


ACT I 

Sutra: Then, having himself arranged the lion-seat, the Bhagavat sat down cross-legged;^^^ holding his 
body upright and fixing his attention, he entered into the samadhi called King of Samadhis, in which all the 
concentrations are included (Atha klmlu bhagavdn svayam eva simhasanam prajnapya nyasidat 
paryahkam baddhvd rjukayam pranidhdydbhimukhun smrtim upasthdpya samddhirdjam ndma samddhim 
samdpadyate smayatra sarvasamddhayo 'ntargatah ). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha has a servant ( upasthdyaka ) and numerous bodhisattvas; why does he 
arrange the lion-seat ( simhdsana ) himself? 

Answer. - This seat was created ( nirmita ) by the Buddha himself in accordance with the great assembly; 
this is why Ananda [the Buddha's servant] could not arrange it. Besides, it is the Buddha's mind ( citta ) that 
creates this seat; this is why it is said that he arranges it himself. 

Question. - What is this simhdsana ? Did the Buddha create a lion? Is a real lion [111b] present, or did he 
make a lion out of gold, silver, wood or stone? Besides, since the lion is not a nice animal, the Buddha does 
not need it and, since there is no need for it, the lion should not be there. 

Answer. - The lion in question is not a real lion but, since the Buddha is a lion among men (purus as imho), 
the seat where he sits down, whether it be on a bed ( dsana ) or on the ground ( bhumi ), is called the 'lion’s 
seat'. In the same way, even today the seat where the king is enthroned is called a lion’s seat, the chief who 
commands warriors is called a lion-man ( purusasimha ) and people call the king of the land purusasimha. 
Just as a lion among animals is strong, fearless and can conquer all ( abhibhavati ), so the Buddha triumphs 
over all ninety-six heretical systems^^ and is called purusasimha. 

Question. - Sitting postures are numerous; why does the Buddha take just the cross-legged posture 
( paryalkabandha )? 


655 Th e Buddha should be visualized as seated in padmdsana, 'a position in which the legs are tightly folded with the 
soles of the feet turned upwards'. This lotus posture had always been utilized by the yogins of India and is still used by 
the sadhus (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 325). Also, as the Buddha is in samadhi, he exhibits the meditation 
mudra in which the two hands are superimposed one on the other in the lap. Buddhist sculptures often show the Buddha 
in this posture. 

Although according to the Mpps the lion-seat should be understood in a symbolic sense as the seat of the lion-man 
(purusasimha ), the Buddha is sometimes represented seated on a simhdsana, 'a throne supported by lions'. Among other 
examples, see: a Buddha from Gandhara, in A. von Le Coq, Von, Land u. Leuten in Ost-Turkestan , Leipzig, 1928, pi. 44; 
bodhisattva-buddha at Mathura in Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique , II, p. 670, fig. 550; Vogel, Sculpture de Mathura, pi. 
XXVIa. As Le Coq notes, o.c. p. 166-167, the lion-seat is still used among the Muslim Persians. For further details, see J. 
Auboyer, Un aspect de la souverainete dans llnde d'apres I'iconographie des trones, RAA, XI, 1937, p. 88-101. 

656 M ac | e U p 0 f the systems of the six heretical teachers plus the fifteen schools founded by each of them. Bukkyo 
daijiten, p. 296a-b. 
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Answer. - 1) Among sitting postures, the cross-legged position is the calmest ( ksema ) and the least tiring; 
this is the posture of those in dhyana for, by holding the hands and feet in this way, the mind does not 
wander. 

2) Furthermore, among the four bodily positions ( kdyeiydpatha ), it is the most calming (ksema): it is the 
posture of ecstasy, the usual position for finding the Path ( mdrgaldbha ). When king Mara sees it, he is sad 
and frightened. Sitting in this way is customary for the monastic ( pravrajita ): he actually sits cross-legged 
under a tree in the forest; the crowds who see him feel joyful and know that this monastic will certainly 
attain the path. Some stanzas say: 

When one sits cross-legged 

The body is at peace, one enters into samadhi. 

Powerful people regard you with respect 

Like the sun that lights up the continent. 

Slothfulness and mental disturbances are driven away, 

The body is light and does not know fatigue. 

The intellect also is alert; 

This peaceful posture is like the coiling up of a snake. 

If merely a painting of crossed legs 
Causes king Mara to feel sad and afraid, 

How much more so if it is a person entered onto the Path 
Sitting peacefully and motionlessly. 

This is why one sits with crossed legs. 

3) Furthermore, the Buddha told his disciples that they should sit this way.65? There are some heretics 
who search for the path by always standing on one foot, or by always remaining standing, or by placing 
their feet on their shoulders; such tortures plunge the mind into a sea of bewilderment; these postures are 
not calming. 65 8 This is why the Buddha recommends that his disciples sit with crossed legs holding the 
body upright (rjukayam pranidhdya). 

Why? When one keeps the body straight, it is easy to control the mind; in those whose body is straight, the 
mind is not idle. With right mind, the ascetic fixes his attention (abhimukhfm smrtim upasthdpayati)\ when 
the mind wanders, he seizes it and brings it back. In order to enter into samadhi, he keeps his mind free of 
any distraction. It is by fixing his attention thus that [the Buddha] entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi. 


657 p or exam pi e! ; n ti le Satipatthanasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 56): Kathan ca bhikkhave bhikkhu kaye kayanupassT viharati 
.... parimukham satim upatthapetvd. 

658 These postures have been condemned by the Buddha in DIgha, I, p. 167. 
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What is the Samadhirajasamadhi? This samadhi is foremost among all the samadhis; [111c] it takes 
innumerable samadhis at will as object ( dlambate ). Just as the king ( rdjan ) is foremost of all men, just as 
the cakravartin king is foremost among kings, just as the Buddha is foremost among all the beings of earth 
and heaven, so this samadhi is foremost of all samadhis. 

Question. - By virtue of the power of the Buddha, all the samadhis [practiced by him] are necessarily 
foremost. Why do you call only the Samadhiraja foremost? 

Answer. - Although all the samadhis practiced by the Buddha are necessarily foremost by virtue of his 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ), nevertheless there are differences ( visesa ) among them; they do not all have 
the same value. 

Question. - In what absorption ( samdpatti ) is the Samadhirajasamadhi contained (, samgrhfta ), and what is 
its nature ( laksana )? 

Abswer. - a) Some claim that the Samadhirajasamadhi has mastery ( vasita , aisvarya) as its nature, that it is 
contained in the five good elements {pancakusalaskandhafc^ and that it resides in the fourth dhyana 
(caturtha dhyana). Why? 

It is in the fourth dhyana that all the Buddhas, travelling on the path of seeing the truths 
(satyadarsanamdrga), attain the fruit of A na han (anagamin), and that they attain Buddhahood in eighteen 
mind-moments.66® [t is in the fourth dhyana that the Buddhas abandon life and it is in the fourth dhyana 
that they enter into nirvana-without-residue ( nirupadhisesanirvdna ).661 The eight stages 
(bhavasthdna),662 the [eight] vimoksas and the [eight] abhibhvayatanas663 are contained in the fourth 


659 The f lve p Ure skandhas are sila, samadhi, prajha. vimukti and vimuktijhanadarsana (Drgha, III, p. 279; Samyutta, I, 
p. 99-100; Kosa, I, p. 48). 

660 xhc Buddha attained bodhi in dependence on the fourth dhyana: this detail is noted by all the stories of the 
enlightenment; see, among other sources, Majjhima, I, p. 247; Mahavastu, II, p. 283,1. 12; Lalitavistara, p. 344, 1. 3. - The 
P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 153, p. 780a-b; Kosa, II, p. 206, VI, p. 177, explain how the Bodhisattva comes to bodhi in one 
session ( ekdsanatah) in dependence on the fourth dhyana. This session consists of 34 mind-moments: 

i) The sixteen moments of the path of seeing ( darsanamdrga) or understanding of the truths ( abhisamaya ) make of the 
future Buddha an anagamin detached from all existence except for the bhavagra. These sixteen moments have been 
discussed above. 

ii) The eighteen moments (nine prahdnas or 'abandonments', nine vimuktis or 'deliverances') of the path of meditation 
(bhavanamdrga) or repeated study ( abhyasa ) of the truths destroy the passions ( klesa) relating to bhavagra in the future 
Buddha and assure him the quality of samyaksambuddha. 

661 This detail is noted in the stories of the Parinirvana: Catutthajjhanam samdpajji; catutthajjhand vutthahitbd 
samanantara Bhagavd parinibbayi: DIgha, II, p. 156; Samyutta, I, p. 158; Chinese translations of the 
Mahaparinirvanasutra: T 1, k. 4, p. 26c; T 6, k. 2, p. 188c; T 7, k. 2, p. 205a. 

662 There are three stages for each of the first three dhyanas, and eight stages for the fourth dhyana: anabhraka, 
punyaprasava, brhatphala and the five suddhavasikas - in all, seven places for rupadhatu. This is the opinion of the 
Bahirdesakas or Pascatyas, "Westerners", i.e., Sarvastivadins from Gandhara. See Kosa, III, p. 2-3 as a note, where other 
opinions are mentioned. 
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dhyana. The krtsnayatanas are abundant in the fourth dhyana. The fourth dhyana is free of disturbances 
(i aninjya ); it is not an obstacle ( dvrnoti ) to the dharmas of absorption. [On the contrary], in the desire realm 
( kamadhatu ), desire (kama) counteracts the mind of absorption ( samapatticitta ); in the first dhyana, 
investigation ( vitarka ) and analysis ( vicara ) stir up the mind; in the second dhyana, it is great joy (priti) 
that moves it; in the third dhyana, it is great pleasure ( sukha ) that moves it. But in the fourth dhyana, there 
is no disturbance. 664 

Moreover, the first dhyana is burned up by fire ( tejas ), the second is flooded by water ( dpas ), the third is 
blown away by wind ( vdyu ), but the fourth is free of these three torments ( bddhana );665 there is no 
inbreath or outbreath ( dsvdsa, prasvdsa );666 j s p Ure j n equanimity and its memory 
( upeksasmrtiparisuddha) 66? This is why the Samadhirajasamadhi should be in the fourth dhyana in the 
same way that a precious object has its place in a treasury. 

b ) Others say: Who can know the nature ( laksana ) of a samadhi of the Buddha? All the dharmas of the 
Buddha have a unique nature ( ekalaksana ), without mark ( animitta ), immense ( aprameya ), incalculable 
( asamkhyeya ), inconceivable ( acintya ). If the other samadhis [of the Buddha] are immense, incalculable 
and inconceivable, what then could be said of the Samadhirajasamadhi? The Buddha is the only one who 
knows it. If the basis of his miraculous power ( rddhipada ) and his morality (sTla) is inconceivable, what 
then could be said of the Samadhirajasamadhi? 

Moreover, all the samadhis are collected ( antargata ) in the Samadhirajasamadhi; this is why it is called 
'king of samadhis'. In the same way, all the rivers and all the streams of Jambudvlpa empty into the great 
ocean and all the people depend on their king. 

Question. - The Buddha is omniscient ( sarvajnd ) and knows everything. [112a] Why does he enter into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi and what will he know subsequently (prsiham)'! 

Answer. - 1) He wishes to show that his wisdom ( prajna ) is the result of causes and conditions 
(hetupratyayasamutpanna) and astound the six heretic teachers who claim: "Wisdom is always present in 
us; we always know."668 This is why it is said that the Buddha knows because he has entered into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi and, if he did not enter it, he would not know. 


663 ■pkg relationships between the dhyanas on the one hand and the vimoksas and abhibhvdyatanas on the other hand are 
very complicated: see Kosa, VIII, p. 204 seq. 

664 s ee Majjhima, I, p. 454; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 50, p. 743b; Kosa, IV, p. 107; VII, p. 161; Kosavyakhya, p. 677: 
prathamam dhyanam vitarkavicarabhyam kampyate, dvitTyam pritya, trtiyam sukhena; naivam ebhis caturtham 
kampyate. 

665 Kosa, III, p. 215 

666 [ n kamadhatu and the first three dhyanas, there is inbreath and outbreath ( andpdna ) (Kosa, VI, p. 153), but in the 
fourth dhyana, these two breaths along with the other six apaksala are eliminated (Kosa, VIII, p. 161). 

66 ? Upeksaparisuddhi is one of the four members of the fourth dhyana (Kosa, VIII, p. 148). 

668 § ee ^ f or example, the pretentions to omniscience of Purana Kassapa, in Aiiguttara, IV, p. 428: Purano Kassapo 
sabbannu scibbadassavi.... nanadassanam paccupattitan ti. - We have already seen the conceited attitude of Saccaka 
Niganthlputta. 
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Question. - If that were so, the power of the Buddha would be very reduced! 

Answer. - No, because he never has any trouble entering into Samadhirajasamadhi, and it takes him but a 
moment to do so. It is not the same for the sravakas, the pratyekabuddhas and the lesser bodhisattvas^’^ 
who try in every way (updya) to enter samadhi. 

2) Moreover, when he has entered Samadhirajasamadhi, the Buddha, with his six super-knowledges 
(abhijna), penetrates the ten directions without obstacle or limit. 

3) Moreover, when he has entered Samadhirajasamadhi, he manifests his great miraculous power 
(rddhibala ) by means of all kinds of metamorphoses ( nirmana ). If he manifested his great miraculous 
power without entering into Samadhirajasamadhi, some people might think that the Buddha was using the 
powers of magic ( mdyabala ) or of spells ( mantrabala ), or that he is a very powerful naga, or that he is a 
god and not a human. Why? When a single body emits countless bodies and when all sorts of rays ( rasmi ) 
are created ( nirmita ), we might [easily] think that this is not the doing of a human. It is to prevent such an 
error that the Buddha enters into Samadhirajasamadhi. 

4) Moreover, if the Buddha entered some samadhi other [than the Samadhiraja], the devas, sravakas and 
pratyekabuddhas would be able to probe it: they would say that the miraculous power of the Buddha is 
great but nevertheless knowable, and their veneration (gurukdra ) would be small. It is because the Buddha 
enters into Samadhirajasamadhi that no arya nor even a tenth-bhumi (dasabhumi) bodhisattva is capable of 
sounding it out. [Actually, when the Buddha is deep in this Samadhiraja], no one knows what the support 
(i asraya ) or what the object ( alambana ) of the Buddha's mind is. This is why the Buddha enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 

5) Moreover, there are occasions ( samaya) when the Buddha emits great rays (rasmi) and manifests his 
great miraculous power (rddhibala)'. when he attains bodhi, when he turns the wheel of Dharma 
(dharmacakra), when a great assembly of devas and aryas gathers, when he astounds the heretics 
(tfrthika)p7® He emits great rays on all these occasions. Indeed, it is in order to manifest his superiority 
(visesa) that he emits great rays, so that all the beings of the ten directions, human and divine, so that all 
the arhats, pratyekabuddhas and bodhisattvas might know him by sight. This is why he enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 

6) Finally, rays (rasmi) and miraculous power (rddhibala) may be lesser (avara), medium (madhya) or 
superior (agra): i) spells (mantra) and magic (mayo) can produce luminous effects (rasminirmdna) that 
are lesser; ii) devas, nagas and asuras, by virtue of retribution (vipaka) for their actions, have rays and 


669 I.e., the bodhisattvas before their entry into the bhumis. 

670 Thg Lalitavistara never fails to mention the lights rays emitted by the Bodhisattva-Buddha on the great occasions: 
when he leaves Tusita heaven (p. 51), when he is bom (p. 80), when he goes to the bodhimanda (p. 278-279), when he 
gets ready to teach the Dhanna at Benares (p. 420). - Corresponding passages in Foucaux' translation, p. 51, 80, 240, 341. 
- The Pali scriptures are much more restrained on this subject. 

As for the blazing of the Buddha "When a great assembly of devas or aryas gathers and when he astounds the heretics", it 
is represented frequently on the bas-reliefs, even when the texts find it unnecessary to mention it: see Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 246 (Indra's visit); fig. 261 (dispute with the naked heretics). 
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miraculous power that are medium; iii) the one who has entered into samadhi by actual qualities ( guna ) and 
mental power ( cittabala ), is able to emit great rays and manifest great miraculous power that are superior. 
This is why the Buddha enters into the Samadhirajasamadhi. 

Question. - All the samadhis have their own nature ( svalaksana ); how can they all be included in this 
[Samadhirajasamadhi]? 

Answer. - 1) When one obtains the Samadhirajasamadhi, one obtains all the samadhis [by that very fact]. 
[112b] This is why 'they enter into if ( tardntargata ). By the power of the Samadhiraja, all the samadhis 
become immense ( aprameya ), incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and inconceivable ( acintya ). This is why it is 
said that they are contained in it. 

2) Furthermore, by entering into the Samadhirajasamadhi, one enters into all the other samadhis if one 
wishes. 

3) Furthermore, when one has entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi, one can contemplate the nature of all 
the samadhis in the way one contemplates everything below from the top of a mountain. 

4) Finally, when the Buddha is in Samadhirajasamadhi, he is able to contemplate all the universes 
(lokadhatu ) of the ten directions and also all beings ( sattva). This is why he enters into the 
Samadhirajasamadhi. 




Sutra'. Then, having tranquilly come out of this samadhi and having contemplated the entire universe with 
his divine eye, the Bhagavat smiled with his whole body (Atha khalu bhdgavdn smrtiman samprajanams 
tasmdt samddher vyutthdya divyena caksusd sarvalokadhatum vyavalokya arvakdyat smitam akarot) 

Sdstra : Question. - Flaving entered into the Samadhirajasamadhi, why does the Buddha leave it 
immediately and contemplate the universe? 

Answer. - The Buddha enters Samadhirajasamadhi; he opens and examines the precious basket 
{ratnapitaka) of all the buddhadharmas. In this samadhi, he contemplates and says to himself: "The basket 
of my Dharma (, dharmapitaka ) is immense {aprameya), incalculable {asamkhyeya) and inconceivable 
{acintya)." Immediately afterwards, he comes out of samadhi and contemplates beings {sattva) with his 
divine eye {divyacaksus). He knows the misery of beings, he knows that the basket of the Dharma which 
comes from causes and conditions {hetuprayayasamutpanna) can also be attained by all beings but that the 
latter, plunged in the shadows of error (mohdndhakdra), do not ask for it and do not seek it. This is why he 
smiles with his whole body (s arvakdyat smitam karoti). 
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Question. - The Buddha possesses the buddha-eye (buddhacaksus). the wisdom-eye ( prajiiacaksus) and the 
Dharma-eye (dharmacaksus)',^ ' they are better than the divine eye ( divyacaksus). Why does he use the 
divine eye to contemplate the universe? 

Answer. - Because the visual range of the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) is not great enough. The wisdom-eye 
( prajndcaksus ) knows the true nature ( satyalaksana ) of the dharmas; the Dharma-eye (, dharmacaksus ) sees 
a given person and discovers by what skillful means ( upadya ) and by what teaching (dharma) that person 
will fnd the Path; the buddha-eye ( buddhacaksus) is the direct insight ( pratyaksdvagama ) into all dharmas. 
Here it is the divine eye that considers the universe (, lokadhatu ) and beings ( sattva ) without encountering 
any obstacles ( andvaranam ). It is not the same for the other eyes. The wisdom-eye, the Dharma-eye and 
the buddha-eye, although superior [to the divine eye] are not meant to see beings. If one wishes to see 
beings, there are only two eyes one can use, the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ) and the divine eye 
(< divyacaksus ) but since the fleshly eye's range is insufficient and encounters obstacles, the Buddha uses the 
divine eye. 

Question. - But the divine eye occurs in the Buddhas; why is it called divine eye [and not buddha-eye]? 

Answer. - 7) Because it often occurs among the gods ( deva). The range of the divine eye is not obstructed 
by mountains (parvata ), walls ( kudya ) or forests ( vana ). The zealous person ( vTryavat ), disciplined 
( silavat ) and concentrated ( dhydyin ), obtains it by the power of practice ( abhisamskdrabala ); it is not an 
inborn gift ( upapattija ). This is why it is called divyacakasus. 

2) Furthermore, people are very respectful towards the gods and take them as teachers; and as the Buddha 
is in harmony with human conceptions, he calls this eye divyacaksus. 

3) Finally, there are three types of gods (deva): gods by metaphor (sammatideva), gods by birth 
(; upapattideva ), and pure gods ( visuddhideva ). The sammatideva are [112 c] kings (; raj an ) and princes 
(. kumdra ). The upapattideva are gods like Che (Indra), Fan (Brahma), etc. The visuddhideva are the 
Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas and arhats. The Buddha is the most venerable of the visuddhidevas; this is why 
it is not wrong to speak of the divyacaksus [concerning him here]. 

[The sutra says]: "With his divine eye he contemplates the entire universe." All the beings of this universe 
always seek happiness (sukha); their minds become attached ( abhinivisate ) to the atman, but in reality there 


671 Here the Mpps attributes five caksus or visual powers to the Buddha. It will refer to them again later at k. 33, p. 305. 
These are: 1 ) the fleshly eye ( mamsacaksus ). 2) the divine eye ( divyacaksus ), 3) the wisdom-eye {prajiiacaksus ), 4) the 
Dhanna-eye ( dharmacaksus ) and the buddha-eye ( buddhacaksus ). The same list occurs in Mahavastu, I, p. 158, and 
Dharmasamgraha, chap. LXVI. Lalitavistara, p. 3,1. 5; p. 413,1. 2, describes the Buddha as pancacaksuhsamanvagata. 
These caksus were already mentioned in the canonical scriptures, either separately (see Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. cakkhu) 
or as a group. A list of the first three eyes is in Itivuttaka, p. 52, Kathavatthu, p. 251; a hill list of the five eyes in 
Cullaniddesa, p. 235 and Atthasalini, p. 306, but the fourth is designated by the expression sanatacakkhu instead of 
dhammacakkhu. 

The five eyes are also enumerated in a Sogdian text from the Pelliot mission, ed. by E. Benveniste in TSP, no. 10, p. 126- 
127. 
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is no atman. Beings always are afraid of suffering ( duhkha ) but they always suffer: they are like blind 
people ( andha) who lose their way and fall into the ditch while seeking the right path. 

After all these considerations, the Buddha "smiles with his whole body". 

Question. - One smiles with one's mouth ( mukha ) and sometimes with the eyes ( aksi ). Why does the sutra 
say that the Buddha smiles with his whole body ( sai'vakdydt )? 

Answer. - The Buddha who has obtained mastery ( aisvaiya, vasita ) over the universe can make his whole 
body like the mouth or the eyes. Besides, we call 'smiling' the dilatation of all the pores of the skin 
( sarvaromakupavivartana ): when we smile with pleasure, all the pores dilate. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha who is always so serious (guru) smile like this? 

Answer. - When the great earth ( mahdprthivi ) trembles ( kampate ), it is not without a reason or for a trivial 
reason; it is the same for the Buddha: he does not smile without rhyme or reason. He smiles with his whole 
body for a grave reason. What is this grave reason? 

1) The Buddha is about to preach the Prajnaparamita and innumerable beings ( asamkhyeyasattva ) will 
continue the Buddha's lineage ( buddhagotra ): that is the grave reason. 

2) Furthemore, the Buddha said: "From lifetime to lifetime, I was once a tiny insect ( krmi ), a wretched 
thing, but little by little I accumulated the roots of good (kusalamula) and 1 finally attained great wisdom 
(mahaprajna ). Today I am a Buddha: my miraculous power ( rddhibala ) is immense ( apramana ). All these 
beings could themselves do as I have done. Why are their efforts in vain and why do they fall into the 
lower destinies?" That is why the Buddha smiles. 

2) Furthermore, small cause ( hetu ), large effects (phala ); small condition ( pratyaya ), great results (vipaka)\ 
If those who seek Buddhahood have only to pronounce a single stanza ( gatha ) and burn only a single pinch 
of incence ( gandha ) to be assured of becoming Buddha, what will not be the success of those who, from 
having heard ( sruta) that dharmas are neither born (anutpanna) nor destroyed ( aniruddha ), will perform 
the actions that lead [to Buddhahood]? That is why the Buddha smiles. 

4) Furthermore, the Prajnaparamita is essentially pure (visuddha): like space ( dkdsa ), it can be neither 
given nor received. The Buddha, who wants to convert all beings, resorts to various skillful means ( updya ), 
such as rays (rasmi) and miraculous qualities (. rddhiprabhdva ), in order to soften their minds and cause 
them to have faith in the Prajnaparamita. That is why he smiles and emits rays. 

Finally, a smile has all kinds of causes ( hetupratyaya ): one smiles out of joy (muditd) or anger (dvesa) or 
timidity; one smiles at the sight of strange or ridiculous things; one smiles in the face of strange customs or 
extraordinary [113a] difficulties. Here it is a matter of an absolutely extraordinary difficulty. Dharmas are 
non-arisen ( anutpanna ), non-ceasing (aniruddha), absolutely empty (sunya), unpronounceable (anaksara), 
unnameable (anamaka), unspeakable (anabhildpya), inexpressible (, anirvdcya ); however, they must be 
given a name (naman) and letters (aksara) must be applied to them when one speaks of them to others in 
order to lead them to deliverance ( vimoksa ): this is an enormous difficulty. Let us suppose that there is a 
fireplace one hundred yojanas in length and that a man carrying dry grass (suskatrna) enters this fireplace 
and crosses it without burning a single blade; that would be an exploit. In the same way, it is very difficult 


354 



for the Buddha to take these dried grasses that are the 80,000 sayings of the Dharma 
( dharmanamasamketa and to enter with them into the true nature of the dharmas 
(< dharmasatyalaksana ) without letting them be burned by the fire of attachment ( sangatejas ) and to pass 
through this fire safely without stopping. That is why the Buddha smiles and it is a result of these 
difficulties of every kind that the Buddha smiles with his whole body. 


Sutra: Wheels with a thousand spokes [imprinted on] the soles of his feet shoot out six hundred 
prabhedakoti of rays (Tasyddhastdt pddatalayoh sahasrdrdbhydm satrasmiprabhedakotisatdni nisceruh) 

Sdstra: Question. - Why does he first emit light from his body? 

Answer. - We have already answered this question by talking about the causes for the smile, but we will 
repeat it here. 

1) By seeing the immense body of the Buddha emit great rays, some people are filled with pure faith 
( sraddhdvisuddhi ) and great veneration ( satkdra ): they know that he is not an ordinary man. 

2) Moreover, the Buddha wishes to manifest his wisdom. By means of the miracle of his rays, he first emits 
a bodily light and beings know that if his bodily light appears, the rays of his wisdom ( prajnarasmi ) will 
[soon] be emitted. 

3) Finally, all beings are attached ( sakta ) to sensory pleasure ( kdmasukha ) and the first of the five sensory 
objects is form ( rupa ). Seeing the marvelous light of the Buddha, their mind becomes attached to it; they 
renounce their earlier pleasures; their mind becomes detached little by little from sensory objects and then 
wisdom can be preached to them. 

Question. - Yet others, gods or men, are able to emit rays; how are they different from the Buddha who 
emits rays? 

Answer. - The rays that gods and men are able to emit are limited. The sun and the moon 
( suryacandramas) illuminate only the four continents ( caturdvfpaka ); but the rays emitted by the Buddha 
fill a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and, leaving this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, they extend as far 
as the nadir ( adhastdd dis). The rays emitted by men make only men rejoice, but the rays emitted by the 
Buddha make all beings hear the Dharma and find salvation. That is the difference. 

Question. - The head is the noblest part of the body; why does the Buddha first emit rays from the soles of 
his feet (pddatala )? 

Answer. - The body owes its stability (pratisthdna ) to the feet. Moreover, if the head is noble in the body, 
the feet are lowly and, since the Buddha does not esteem his own rays and does not consider them very 
precious, he emits them from the lowly place. Finally, the nagas, mahoragas and asuras emit rays from their 
mouths and poison whatever is in front of them. If the Buddha emitted his rays from his mouth, beings 


This is a matter of the 80,000 or 84,000 dharmaskandhas. 
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would be frightened and fear to be exposed to them. This is why the Buddha emits rays from the soles of 
his feet. 

Question. - The six hundred prabhedakoti of rays that escape from the soles of his feet up to and including 
those that come from his cranial protuberance [113b] (usmsa) can be counted. If they cannot fill the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, how could they then fill the ten directions? 

Answer. - The rays from the body [of the Buddha] are a source of light (dlokamula) and the secondary 
currents coming from this source are innumerable ( apramdna ) and incalculable ( asamkhyeya ). Just as the 
K'ie lo k'ien lo insect (?), the body of which is minuscule ( paramanu ), grows in contact with the wind to 
the point of being able to devour everything, so the Buddha's rays, on contact with beings to be converted 
(vineyasattva), grow to be infinite. 


Sutra'. In the same way, beams of six hundred prabhedakoti of rays are emitted ( nisceruh ) from the ten toes 
of his feet (pdddhguli ), from his two ankles ( gulpha ), from his two thighs (jahghd ), from his two knees 
( jdnumandala ) from his two hips (kati), from his spine (prstha ), from his belly ( udara ), from his sides, 
from his navel ( ndbhi ), from the 'srivatsa' mark on his chest ( hridayasrfvatsa ), from his shoulders 
(amsa)673 ; from his arms (bdhu), from his hands (hasta), from his ten fingers (anguli), from his neck 
( grfvd ), from his mouth ( mukha ), from his forty teeth ( danta ), from his two nostrils ( ghrdna ), from his two 
eyes ( caksus ), from his two ears (srotra), from his urnd and from his usmsa .674 

Sdstra. - If the rays that shoot out from the soles of his feet can illuminate the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the universes of the ten directions, why do the other parts of his body 
also shoot out six hundred prabhedakoti of rays? 

Answer. - I have said above that the rays from the soles of his feet light up the direction of the nadir 
(adhastdd dis), but do not fill the other directions; this is why the Buddha also emits rays from [the other] 
parts of his body. Some say that the feet, the support ( pratisthana ) of the entire body, are the most 
important and, for this reason, the Buddha emits six hundred prabhedakoti of rays from the soles of his 
feet. By so doing, he shows beings that, of his thirty-two marks ( dvdtrimsallaksana ), the foremost consists 
of having his feet well-planted ( supratisthitapddatala ), but that the other parts of his body have also a 
miraculous power (. rddhibala ). 

Question. - On which samadhi, on which abhijna and on which dhyana does the Buddha depend ( dsrita ) to 
emit his rays? 


6^3 See, for example, the statue found near Kabul which is in the Calcutta museum showing the Buddha surrounded by 
flames coming from his shoulders (Foucher, Arl Greco-bouddhique , II, fig. 463, p. 331 and 369, note). 

674 £f Pancavimsati, p. 6, and Satasahasrika, p. 7-8. 
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Answer. - Among all the samadhis, he depends on the Samadhirajasamadhi; among the six abhijfids, he 
depends on the abhijna of miraculous power (. rddhyabhijna ); among the four dhydnas, he depends on the 
fourth dhydna. The fire of the fourth dhydna surpasses ordinary fire, and all who enter into it emit rays. 

Moreover, when he was born, when he attained bodhi and when he set in motion the wheel of Dharma 
(i dharmacakra ), the Buddha emitted immense rays that filled the ten directions. Why then would he not 
emit rays when he preaches the Mahaprajnaparamita? 

The jewels of a cakravartin king usually have a brilliance that illuminates the king and his army on all four 
sides to a distance of one yojana.^^lt j s the sa me for the Buddha: if he did not enter into samadhi, he 
would emit only his usual light ( prakrtiprabha ).676 what is that? It is the light of the Three Jewels: the 
Buddha, the Dharma and the Samgha. 


Sutra : From these rays ( rasmi) came a great light ( avabhdsa ) that illuminated (parisphotati ) the 
trisahasamahasashralokadhatu. From the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, it went to illuminate universes in 
the east ( purvasydm disi ) as numerous as the sands of the Ganges ( gangdnudfvdlukopamd lokadhdtavah). 
And it was the same in the south ( daksinasyam disi), in the west (pascimdydm disi) and in the north 
(uttarasyam disi), in the four intermediate directions ( vidiksu ), at the zenith ( uparisthdd disi) and at the 
nadir ( adlwstdd disi).67 7 And all the beings touched by this light were settled into supreme perfect 


675 Cf. Milinda, p. 118: cakkavattimani samantdyojanam obhdseti. 

676 Below, k. 8, p. 114c, the Buddha will exhibit this usual light (prakrtiprabha ) which is one ann-span in width and 
surpasses the light of a thousand suns. This will be Act III. 

677 Here it may be useful to give the Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan and Chinese vocabularies for the ten directions. See the 
following sources: Pancavimsati, ed. N. Dutt, p. 6; Chinese translations: T 221, p. 1 b 12-13/ T 222, p. 147b25-26; T 223, 
p. 217b21; Satasasrika, p. 9; Sukhavatlvyuha st. 12; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 243; Mahavyutpatti, no. 8326-8337; 
Samyutta, III, p. 124. 

There are ten directions ( dis, disd, phyogs, fang) subdivided in the following way: 

a) The four directions proper: 

East (purva, purima or puratthima, sar. tong), 

South ( daksind. dakkhina, Iho, nan). 

West (pascimd, pacchima. nub. si). 

North ( uttara, uttara, byan, pei). 

b ) The four intermediate directions: vidis, vidisa or anudisa, phyogs-htsham, wei (120 and 8) or yu (170 and 9): 
North-east ( uttarapurvd. uttaraparima. byah-sar, tong-pei). 

South-west (purvadaksinci. purimadakkhina, sar-lho, rong-nan). 

South-east (daksinapascima. dakkhinapacchima, Iho-nub, si-nan). 

North-west (pascimottard, pacchimuttara. nub-byan, si-pei) 

c) The two directions above and below (in Pali, palidisa in DTgha, III, p. 176): nadir (adhah, adhastat or heshlthimd, adho 
or hetthima, hog. hia). 

Zenith ( urdhvam, uparis tat or uparisthd, uddham or uparimd. steh. chang). 
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enlightenment (ye ca sattvas tena malmta rasmyavabhasena sphuta avabhasitas te sarve niyata abhuvan 
anuttarayam samyaksambodhaii). 

[113 c] Question. - The nature of fire ( tejas ) is flame which rises upward (urdhvajvala), that of water 
(i dpas ) is moisture which tends to go downward (, adhahsnigdhatd ), that of wind ( vdyu ) is sinuous 
movement (tiryaggamana). Therefore the vapor ignited by the rays [of the Buddha] will necessarily go 
upwards. Why does the sutra say that that it illuminates everywhere (parisphotati ) the 
trisahasramahasasralokadhatu and the universes of the ten directions? 

Answer. - The rays are twofold: vapor of fire and vapor of water; such are the vapor of fire of the sun-stone 
(suryakdnta) and the vapor of water of the moon-stone (i candrakanta ).678 

Although the nature of fire ( tejolaksana ) is to blaze upward, the fire in the human body rises, descends and 
penetrates everywhere. It is the same for the solar fire and it is in this way that the waters of the earth dry 
up in the summer months. Thus we know that fire does not always rise upward. 

Furthermore, by the power of the Buddha, these rays penetrate the ten directions like an arrow (isu) shot by 
a bow ( dhanus ) goes straight to the target. 

Question. - Why do these rays first light up the east and only after that the south, the west and the north? 

Answer. - Since the sun rises in the east, the east is first; the Buddha, who is in harmony with people's 
ideas ( sattvacittdnuvartandt ), lights up the east first. Furthermore, we will always come up with the same 
difficulty: if he first illuminated the south, we would wonder why he did not first illuminate the east, the 
west and the north; if he illuminated first the west or the north, the difficulty would be the same. 

Question. - When do the rays disappear? 

Answer. - The Buddha uses his miraculous power (. rddhibala ); as long as he maintains it, the rays persist; 
when he lets it go, the rays disappear. The Buddha's rays are like a lamp (dfpa) and his miraculous power is 
like the oil (meda); as long as the Buddha does not abandon his miraculous power, the rays do not 
disappear. 


Sutra'. The rays shoot out across the region of the east and its universes as numerous as the sands of the 
Ganges and the same for the ten directions. 


6^8 Suryakdnta and candrakanta'. cf. Milinda, p. 118; Samdhinirmochana, p. 268. - The suryakanta, cold to the touch, 
emits fire when it is exposed to the sun's rays. Cf. Kalidasa in Shakuntala, II 7: samapradhanesu tapodhanesu gudham hi 
.... 'bhibhavad vamanti. "In ascetics among whom tranquility predominates, a burning energy is hidden; they are like the 
suryakdnta, cold to the touch, but which burst into flames when provoked by other fires." 

On the other hand, the candrakanta streams with water when exposed to the moon's rays. Cf. Bhavabhuti in 
Uttaramacarita, VI, p. 12: vikasati hi patahgasyodaye pundarikam .... candrakdntah "The lotus blossoms at sunrise, but 
the moon-stone streams with water when the star with cold rays appears." (tr. N. Stchoupak, p. 117). 
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Sdstra. - What is a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu or trichiliomegachiliocosm? 

Answer. - The Buddha defined it ( vydkaroti ) in the Tsa a han (Samyuktagama):^^ 

"A thousand suns (suiya), a thousand moons ( candra ), a thousand JambudvTpas, a thousand 
[Avarajgodaniyas, a thousand Uttarakums, a thousand Puravidehas, a thousand Sumerus, a thousand 
Caturmaharajikas. a thousand Trayastrimsas, a thousand Yamas, a thousand Tusitas, a thousand 
Nirmanaratis, a thousand Paranirmitavasavartins, a thousand Bramalokas, a thousand Mahabrahmas: all 
that is called sdhasracudikalokadhdtu (chiliomicrocosm) or ctidika for short. 

A group of a thousand universes of the sahasracudika type is called dvisahasramadhyamalokadhdtu 
(dichiliomesocosm). 

A group of a thousand universes of the dvisahasramadhyama type is called 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu (trichiliomegachiliocosm)." 

Thus we have the sahasralokadhatu ( = 1,000), then the dvisahasramadhyama 

( = 1,000 x 1,000 or a million), finally the trisahasramahasahasra ( = 1,000 x 1,000,000 or a billion). 
Therefore a billion suns, moons, etc., up to a billion Mahabrahmas is a trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 
The creation ( vivartana ) and the destruction ( samvartana ) [of the universes within a group] takes place at 
the same time. 

Some say: The period of duration ( sthiti ) is a kalpa, the period of destruction ( samvarta ) is a kalpa, the 
period of creation ( vivarta ) is a kalpa: that is the trisahasramahasasahralokadhatu.680 The mahakalpa has 
three disappearances: by water ( dpas ), by fire ( tejas ) and by wind {vayu)P° * 

[114 a] The small kalpa also has three disappearances: by knife ( sastra ), by plague ( roga ) and by famine 
(durbhiksa).6%2 

The trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu rests on space ( dkdsa ). [On top of space, the circle of wind 
( vdyumandala )], on top of wind, [the circle] of water ( abmandala ); on top of the water, [the golden] earth 
(, kancanamayi bhumi)\ on the earth, people. Mount Sumeru has the abodes of two classes of gods, the 
Caturmaharajikas and the Trayastrimsas. The others, the abodes of the Yama gods, etc., are lands formed 


679 Tij e passage that follows is taken from three consecutive sutras of the Samyuktagama: Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 424-426), 
p. 11 lc-112a. There is no correspondent in the Pali Samyutta. 

The same passage also occurs in various places in the Chinese Agamas: in the Cosmography of the Tch'ang a han (T 1, k. 
18, p. 114b-c) and its three independent versions (T 23, k. 1, p. 177a; T 24, k. 1, p. 310b; T 26, k. 59, p. 799c. 

On the other hand, the Pali Nikayas contain only one text relating to the three chiliocosms: it occurs in Aiiguttara, V, p. 
59): Yavata Ananda candimasuriya pariharanti disd 'bhanti virocana .... loko ayam vuccat' Ananda tisahassi 
mahasahassilokadhatu. 

It is the Greater Vehicle that has specially developed the chiliocosms; see the references gathered by S. Beal, Catena, p. 
101 seq. See also Kosa, III, p. 170. 

680 Kosa, III, p. 181-182. 

681 ibid. p. 184,215. 

682 ibid., p. 207. 
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of the seven jewels (s aptaratnabhumi) and caused by their merits. 1 The wind arises in space and reaches 
the Mahabrahma gods and the levels formed of the seven jewels which all rest on the wind. 

It is the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu that the Buddha's rays illumine and when these rays die out, other 
rays arise which go to light up universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. The same phenomenon is 
produced in the regions of the south, the west and the north, in the intermediate directions and in the 
regions of the zenith and the nadir. 

Question. - Why does not their brilliance disappear the farther out they go out? 

Answer: These rays have as their source {mula) the Buddha's miraculous power ( rddhibala ), and as long as 
they persist, they will not disappear. Just as in the sea of the nagas ( nagahrada ), the water does not dry up 
by the power of the serpents, so these rays illumine the ten directions without disappearing in the course of 
their route by the mental power of the Buddha. 

Question. - In Jambudvlpa there are many kinds of great rivers (mahdnddi); there are some that surpass 
even the Ganges. Why do you always use the expression 'as numerous as the sands of the Ganges' 
( gagananadivalukopama )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Because the Ganges is sandier than the other rivers. 

2) Furthermore, the Gangetic region is the birthplace of the Buddha and was the place where he moved 
about. Since his disciples knew it by sight, we use it as comparison. 

.?) Furthermore, the Buddha is a native of Jambudvlpa. In Jambudvlpa, four great rivers come from the 
northern (uttaranta) boundaries and empty into the oceans in the four directions of space 
(caturdisasamudra)P^ 

At the northern boundaries, in the Snowy Mountains (Himavat), there is lake A na p'o ta to (Anavatapta); 
in the lake there is a lotus golden in color and made of the seven jewels {suvarnavarndnisaptaratnamaydni 


683 ibid., p. 138-141. 

684 The f our g rea t rivers of Jambudvlpa have already been mentioned. The main sources are: Tch'ang a han T 1, k. 18, p. 
116c; separate versions of the Cosmography of the Dlrgha: T 23, k. 1, p. 279a; T 24, k. 1, p. 313a; T 25, k. 1, p. 368a; Sa 
po to sou li yu nai ye king, T 30, p. 812a; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 21, p. 658b-c, and k.34, p. 736b; Sin ti kouan king, T 
159, k. 4, p. 307b; P'i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 5, p.21c-22a; Kosha, III, p. 147; Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 1, p. 869b (tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, P. 32-34). - In his commentaries on the Nikayas, Buddhaghosa describes at length where these rivers take their 
source: lake Anotatta has four mouths: sihamukha, katthimukha, assamukha and usabhamukha, from which the four great 
rivers flow. Two of these rivers, those of the east and the south, go around the lake three times before continuing in their 
course. Buddhaghosa tells us that the Ganges changes its name five times in its course: avattaganga, kanhaganga, 
akasaganga, bahalagangd and ummaggagahga. All of this information has been gathered by Malalasekera, s.v. Anotatta 
(I, p. 96) and Gangd (I, p. 733). Iconographic study, J. Przyluski, Le symbolisme dupilier de Sarnath, ML, p. 481-498. (I, 
p. 733). 


360 



padmani), as large as a chariot wheel.685 [its master], Anavatapata, king of the nagas ( nagaraja ), is a great 
bodhisattva of the seventh bhumi.686 

At the four corners of the lake there are four [mouths] from which the water flows out: i) at the east, the 
Elephant's Mouth ( Siang t'eou = hastimukha); ii) at the south, the Ox's Mouth ( Nieou t'eou = 
vrisabhamukha); Hi) at the west, the Horse's Mouth ( Ma t'eou = asvamukha); iv) at the north, the Lion's 
Mouth (Che tseu t'eou = simhamukha). 

a) In the east, the Elephant's Mouth empties into the Heng (Ganga). Its bed consists of golden sand 
(suvardnavaluka). 

b) In the south, the Ox's Mouth empties into the Sin t'eou (Sindhu). Its bed also consists of golden sand. 

c) In the west, the Horse's Mouth empties into the P'o tch'a (Vaksu). Its bed also consists of golden sand. 

d) In the north, the Lion's Mouth empties into the Sseu t'o (Slta). Its bed also consists of golden sand.68? 

These four rivers all come from the mountain in the north. The Ganga comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the eastern ocean (purvasamudra ). - The Sindhu comes from the mountan in the 
north and empties into the southern ocean (daksinasamudra). - The Vaksu comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the western ocean ( pascimasamudra ). - The Slta comes from the mountain in the 
north and empties into the northern ocean (uttarasamudra). 

The Ganges is the most important of these four rivers; people come there from the four directions of space 
and consider it to be a sacred river, the sins ( dpatti ), stains (mala) and faults (papa) of those who bathe 
there are completely removed.688 Since all people venerate and know this river, the sands of the Ganges 
are taken as comparison. 

4) Finally, the other rivers change their name vying with one another, but the Ganges keeps its name from 
generation to generation; this is why the sands of the Ganges are taken for comparison and not the other 
rivers. 

[114 b] Question. - How many grains of sand are there in the Ganges? 


685 According to the Si yu ki, l.c., Anavatapta is located at the center of Jambudvlpa, south of the Perfumed Mountain 
(Gandhamadana) and north of the great Snowy Mountain (Himavcit). This is evidently a mythical lake which would be 
sought in vain on a map (Watters, I, p. 35); this however did not prevent the kings of Ceylon from trafficking in its waters 
(Mahavamsa, XI, v. 30). 

686 p or jFjg nagaraja, see Hobogirin, s.v. Anokudatsu, p. 33; in Si yu ki, he is a bodhisattva of the eighth bhumi. 

68? On the identification of the Sindhu, the Vaksu and the Slta with the Indus, the Oxus and the Tarim, see references of 
L. de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 147, 148 as note. 

688 of Hopkins, Epic Mythology, p. 6. Buddhism condemns this superstition (cf. Therlgatha, v. 236-251; tr. Rh. D„ 
Sisters, p. 117-119). 
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Answer. - No mathematician is capable of knowing the number;^ 1 ? jf j s known only by the Buddhas and 
dharmakaya bodhisattvas who are able to number the atoms ( paramdnu ) that arise and cease in the whole 
of JambudvTpa and therefore they can also know the number of grains of sand in the Ganges! 

Thus the Buddha was seated under a tree in a forest near the Jetavana. A brahmin approached him and 
asked: "How many leaves (pattra ) are there in this forest?" The Buddha immediately replied: "There are 
such-and-such a number." The brahmin wondered how to prove that. He went behind a tree, tore off a few 
leaves and went to hide them. He came back and asked the Buddha: "Exactly how many leaves are there in 
this forest?" The Buddha answered by subtracting from the original number the number of leaves he had 
torn off. The brahmin recognized [the precision of his calculation] and was filled with respect and faith; he 
asked the Buddha to accept him as a monk and later he became an arhat.690 

This proves that the Buddha is able to know the number of grains of sand in the Ganges. 

Question. - What is the number of those who became destined ( niyata ) to supreme complete enlightenment 
in contact with the Buddha's rays? If it is enough to be touched by the Buddha's rays to find the Path, why 
does the Buddha, who is so benevolent ( mahamaitri), not always emit his rays so that everyone will find 
the Path? Why should it be necessary to observe morality (sfla), samadhi and wisdom ( prajna ) in order to 
finally find the Path? 

Answer. - Beings find salvation by all sorts of different means. Some are saved by concentration 
(samadhi), others by morality (sila) and preaching (desanddhanna), still others because the Buddha's rays 
touched their body. It is like a city (nagara) with many gates (dvara); the entry-ways are different but the 
point of arrival is the same. Some people whom the Buddha's rays have touched find salvation; others who 
see the rays and whom the rays have touched do not find salvation. 


ACT II 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat smiled once more with all the pores of his skin and emitted rays that lit up the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and extended to universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands 
of the Ganges. All the beings who were touched by their brilliance were destined to supreme complete 
anlightenment (Atha khalu Bhagavdn punar eva sarvaromakupebhyah smitam krtvd rasmm niscdrayati 
sma yair ayam trisahasramahasahasraro lokadhdtuh parisphuto'bhut. tais ca dasasiksu 


689 -phe Samyutta has already affirmed this (IV, p. 376): Tam him manhasi maharaja, atthi te koci ganako vd .... 
valukasatasahassanti vd ti. - No hetam ayye. 

690 I [Lamotte] know this episode in the Buddha's life only from a mixed Sanskrit stanza from the Lalitavistara, p. 166: 
Syamu rsi upagatupuri drumanitlaye .... tatha tava avitatha samagira racita 

"Once, having gone to the rsi Syama who lived under a tree, he said: 'I want you to count the number of leaves that this 
tree has', after having counted them and knowing how many there were, you told him the number in an even voice." (tr. 
Foucaux, p. 130). 

In the corresponding passage in the Chinese translation entitled Fang kouang ta tchouang yen king, T 187, k. 5, p. 
566bl0, the rsi is called Cho mo (37 and 8; 64 and 11), which gives Syamu in Sanskrit. 
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gahgdnadivalukopamah sarvalokadhatvah parisphuta abhuvan. ye ca sattvas taya prabhaya sprstas te 
sarve niyatd abhuvan anuttatayam samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: Above, the Buddha smiled with his whole body ( sarvakdydt ); why does he smile here with all the 
pores of his skin ( sarvaromakupebhyah )? 

Answer. - When he smiled with all his body, he was smiling with a coarse part ( sthulabhdga ); now when 
he smiles with all his pores, he is smiling with a subtle part ( suksmabhdga ). 

Moreover, when he smiled with his whole body, the rays could be counted; now when he smiles with all 
his pores, his rays are innumerable ( asamkhyeya ). 

Finally, those who had not been saved by the rays emitted from his body now obtain salvation by 
encountering the rays emitted from his pores. Thus, when a tree ( vrksa ) is shaken ( dhumoti ) to gather the 
fruit, the ripe fruit {paripakvaphala ) fall at once, but the tree must be shaken again to get the green fruit; 
the net (jdla) [114c] must be cast in order to take fish (matsya) and, if it is not full, it must be cast again 
until the fish are taken. 

As for the reasons for smiling, they are the same as above. 


ACT III 

Sutm\ Then by means of his usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) the Bhagavat illumined the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; this brilliance extended to all the universes of the east as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, and it was the same in the ten directions. All the beings who were touched by this 
light were destined to supreme complete enlightenment {Atha khalu Bhagavdn praki-tiprabhayd 
trisdhasramahdsdhasram lokadhdtum avabhdsaydmdsa. ydvat purvasyam disi gahgdnadivdlukopamd 
lokadhdtavas taya prabhaya avablidsitd abhuvan. ydvat dasasu diksu gahgdnadivdlukopamd lokadhdtvas 
taya prabhaya avablidsitd abhuvan. ye ca sattvas taya prabhaya sprstas te sarve niyatd abhuvan 
anuttardydm samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: First the Buddha smiled with his entire body ( sarvakdydti ) then he emitted rays from the pores of 
his skin ( romakupebhyah ); why now does he exhibit his usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) to light up the ten 
directions? 

Answer. - Some people who have seen the different rays [shooting out from the body and the pores of the 
Buddha] believed that this was not the light of the Buddha. [Now] seeing the great development of the 
usual light of the Buddha, they are filled with joy ( muditd ) and, recognizing the true light of the Buddha, 
they finally reach anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Question. - What is the usual light {prakrtiprabhd ) of the Buddha? 
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Answer. - It is a light one armspan in width ( vydmaprabhd ) surrounding the body of the Buddha on all 
sides; the Bodhisattva possessed it since his birth and it is one of the thirty-two marks ( laksana ) called 
v ydmaprabhalaksana.69 1 

Question. - Why is the usual light of the Buddha one armspan in width ( vyama ) and not larger? 

Answer. - The usual light of the Buddha is immense ( apramdna ) and lights up the universes of the ten 
directions. The miraculous bodily light of the Buddha Shakyamuni is immense; it is the width of one 
armspan, a hundred armspans, a thousand prabhedakoti of armspans and fills up the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the ten directions. However, the Buddhas' custom is to manifest in the 
world of the five corruptions (pancakasayaloka ), where beings are of middling qualities ( guna ) and 
knowledge (jndna), a brilliance of only one armspan ( vydmaprabhd). If he showed a larger brilliance, the 
people today, of little merit ( alpapunya ) and weak faculties ( mrdvindriya ), would be unable to tolerate the 

691 A number of references to the thirty-two marks have been collected above. In the lists presumed to be the oldest, 
those of the Nikayas and the Agamas, the vydmaprabha mark is missing or is put among the eighty secondary marks 
(anuvyanjana ), but it does appear in the later lists: Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, 21st mark (T 191, k. 3, p. 940b); 
Pancavimsati: 15th mark (T 223, k. 24, p. 395c); Dasasahasrika (ed. Sten Konow, p. 110); Bodli. bhumi, 12th mark (p. 
375; Vibhasha, 15th mark, (T 1543, k. 177, p. 888b). The latter adds the following definition: "The mark which consists 
of having a usual light (prakrtiprabhd ) the width of one armspan (shin = vyama). Surrounding the body of the Buddha 
there is always a light, one armspan in width in all directions which shines constantly day and night." 

In the Avadanas, on almost every page, there is a completely stereotyped physical description of the Buddha where this 
characteristic is always mentioned: cf. Avadanasataka in 32 different places (e.g., p. 3, 18, 37, etc.); Divyavadana (e.g., p. 
45-47, 75, etc.): Atha N. Bhagavantam dadarsa dvdtrimsatd .... samantato bhadrakam. "Then N. saw the Bhagavat 
adorned with the thirty-two marks of the Great Man, his body resplendent with the eighty minor marks, having a light of 
one armspan surpassing the light of a thousand suns, like a moving mountain of jewels, excellent in every way." The 
austerities which Sakyamuni had undergone had dulled his thirty-two marks, but according to the Lalitavistara, p. 270, 
they reappeared along with the vydmaprabhatci when the future Buddha ate the milk gruel offered to him by Sujata. Some 
texts state that this light, one armspan in width, has a circular shape (cf. Divyavadana, p. 361: 
vyamaprabhcimandalamanditam Bhagavato rupam). 

A. Foucher, Art Greco-bouddique, II, p. 366-370, has studied representations of this usual light of the Buddha on Greco- 
Buddhist monuments. It is a flaming aureole surrounding the Buddha's body on all sides. "Naturally circular around a 
seated person, it has a tendency to become oval around a standing person." The author refers to the following monuments: 
a bas-relief in the Lahore Museum representing the great miracle at SravastI where, above and to the right of the Buddha, 
there is a bodhisattva dressed like a Buddha, seated and surrounded by a luminous halo (Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 331, 
fig. 459; Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. XXVII); a statue in the Calcutta Museum showing the Buddha seated with a 
circular aureole into which are inserted episodes of the Buddha's life (ibid., II, p. 351, fig. 463); a bas-relief in the British 
Museum dedicated to the legend of DIpamkara, where the future Buddha to whom the prediction is about to be given is 
represented with a radiating aurole (ibid., I, p. 277, fig. 140); a coin from Kaniska representing a Buddha with nimbus and 
aureole (ibid., II, pi. V, 9).The aureole or halo which surrounds the entire body is to be distinguished from the nimbus 
(mukhamandala ) which surrounds only the head. Sometimes both are reprsented at the same time on the bas-relifs of 
Gandhara (ibid., I, p. 192, fig. 76; II, p. 205, fig. 405), and especially on the monumemts of central Asia; see A. von Le 
Coq, Bilderatlas zur Kunst Kulturgeschichte Mittel Asiens, Berlin, 1925, fig. 178); fig. 243 (mural painting in cave 103 at 
Touen-houang); fig. 245 (cave 111); fig. 246 (frieze at Qyzil); fig. 248-249 (statues of seated Buddha at Qyzil). 
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light. When a person sees a god, his eyes are blinded because the greater the [outer] light, the more the eye 
contracts. It is to people of keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) and eminent merit ( gurupunya ) that the Buddha 
shows his immense brilliance ( apamdnaprabhd ). 

Besides, there are people who, seeing the usual light of the Buddha, rejoice ( pramodante ) and find 
salvation. 

[k. 8, 115 a] The king makes a gift of the leftovers from his usual table to his inferiors, and the latter 
receive them rejoicing greatly. The Buddha does the same. Some people feel no joy in seeing the other 
many lights of the Buddha but, on contemplating his usual light, they are destined to 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 


ACT IV 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat put out his broad tongue and covered the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu with it. 
Having lighted it up, he began to smile. From his tongue there shot out innumerable millions of 
prabhedakotis of rays; on each of these rays appeared lotuses of precious jewels with a thousand petals 
golden in color; on these lotuses sat magical Buddhas cross-legged preaching the six virtues; beings who 
heard them were established in supreme complete enlightenment (Atha khalu Blmgavdms tasydm veldydm 
jihvendriyam nirndmayamasa. yenemam trisdhasramahdsdhasram lokadhatum jihvendriyendcchdddmasa. 
tain sphuritvd smitam akarot. tasmdj jihvendriyddanekani rasmiprabhedakotishatasahasrdni nisceruh 
sasmimukhe caikaikasmin ratnamayani suvarnanirbhdsani sahasrapattrdni padmdny utpanndny abhuvan. 
tesu padmesu nirmanabuddhah paryankam baddhvd nisanna ablmvan sadparamitadharmadesanam 
desyantdh. ye ca sattvds tdm dharmadesanam srnvanti te niyatd bhavanty anuttaram 

samyaksambodhau)692 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha Bhagavat is venerable ( bhadanta ) and respected ( gurukrta ). Why then 
does he put out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihvd ): one would say out of thoughtlessness? 

Answer. - Three times the Buddha shot out rays of light previously that illumined the beings of the ten 
directions and brought them to deliverance ( vimoksa ). Now, wishing to preach the Mahaprajnaparamita 
which is profound ( gambhira ), difficult to sound out (, durvigdhya ), difficult to understand ( duravabodha ) 
and difficult to believe ( durgrdhya ), he puts out his broad tongue as a test (sdksin ), for the words 
pronounced by such a big tongue are necessarily true.693 


692 Qf Pancavimsati, p. 7-8; Satasahasrika, p. 11-12. 

693 As we have seen above, the 27th mark, prabhutajihvata, goes along with the cryptorchidy of the Buddha. Its 
symbolism seems to have varied in the course of time: according to the Aloka, p. 919, it was a reward for gentleness of 
words (slaksncidivacandt prabhutajihvata)', in the Mpps and, as we shall see later, the DIvyavadana and the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, it is a proof of truth. 
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THE BUDDHA'S JOURNEY TO SALA 694 

Once, having spent the Rains Retreat ( varsa ) in the country of Chop'o t'i (SravastI), the Buddha started out 
to travel followed by Ananda and was about to enter a village of brahmins ( brdhmanagrdma ). Knowing 
that the miraculous power of the Buddha would convert his subjects, the king was very worried and 
agitated. "If he comes here today, would everyone still love me?" he said to himself. And so he issued the 
following edict: "Whoever gives food to the Buddha or listens to his words will be fined five hundred 
karsapanas." Hardly had the edict been issued than the Buddha arrived; preceding Ananda and holding his 
begging bowl, he entered the village to beg for his food. All the inhabitants had closed their doors and did 
not respond; the Buddha returned with his bowl empty (,dhautena pdtrena ).^ 9 ^ 


^ 94 In this story the Mpps combines two episodes of the Buddha's life: the first, taken from the Pindasutra, tells about the 
Buddha's trip to a village of brahmins and his return with an empty bowl; the second, taken from the 
Brahmanadarikavadana, telling about the offering of the brahmin lady, the disbelief of her husband and the final triumph 
of the Buddha. There are numerous versions of the sutra and the avadana in question. The way in which they are 
combined here allows us to grasp in a vivid way the literary processes used by the Buddhist compilers. 

References to the Pindasutra: 

1) Four different versions: i) Samyutta, I, p. 113-114 (tr. Rh. D., Kindred Sayings, I, p. 143-144: Geiger. I, p. 177-178; - 
it) Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1095), k. 30, p. 288a; Hi) Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 41, p. 772a-c (tr. in Hobogirin, p. 159b, with 
some inaccuracies: thus P'o lo yuan means 'Garden of the brahmins' and not 'Garden of Benares'; the Buddha of the 
Bhadrakalpa called Kiu leou souen is Krakucchana and not Krosa); - iv) Dhammapadattha, III, p. 257-258 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 72-73). 

2) Numerous allusions: Mpps, T 1509, k. 9, p. 121c; Milinda, p. 154 (tr. Rh. D., I, p. 219); - Legend of Asoka: 
Divyavadana, p. 350; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 5, p. 119b; A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 8, p. 159c (tr. Przyluski, 
Asoka, p. 357); - Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 54), k. 9, p. 308b (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 267); Ken pen 
chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94c; - P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 76, p. 392a22. 

References to the Brahmanadarikavadana : This is the fourth avadana in the Divya, p. til-12. - It is also in the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 8, p. 36a3-37a5. - A slightly different story in Kieou tsa 
p'i yu king, T 206 (no. 31), k. 1, p. 55c-516a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 393-395. 

695 j n ti le Sanskrit and Chinese sources, this brahmin village is called Sala; in the Pali sources, Pahcasdld 'the five sala 
trees'; it was a place in Magadha (Samyutta). The Buddha came there during the visitors' festival ( pahunakani ) during 
which the young boys and the young girls exchanged gifts. The villagers refused alms to the Buddha because they were 
possessed ( anvavittha) by Mara papimat. The Mpps is the only slightly more expanded source that passes over the action 
of Mara in silence. The other texts refer to a twofold conversation between Mara and the Buddha, but their story is 
somewhat incoherent. The Pali version of the Samyutta is evidently disordered and that of the Tsa a han is preferable. 
Here is how the order of events may be restored: When the Buddha was returning with an empty bowl, Mara went to find 
him and asked: "Has the monk received alms?" The Buddha replied: "It is you, O Evil One, who has prevented people 
from giving alms", and he added this stanza (Samyutta, I, p 114; Tsa a han, p. 288a): Apuhham pasavi Mciro .... na me 
pdpam vipaccati. "Mara has committed an evil deed, an offence against the Tathagata: do you think, O Evil One, that 
your sin will not bear friut for you?" 

Then Mara invited the Buddha to return to the village. The Dhammapadattha, III, p. 258, assumes that his intention was to 
ridicule ( hassakeh ) the Buddha, but the canonical sources are precise: Mara promises to force the inhabitants to give him 
alms: "Ahum karissdmi yathd Bhagavd pindam lacchati." What is the reason for this about-face? This is given by the 
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At that time, there was an old woman in a house^^^ [in place of lao ch jen, read lao niu jen as in the rest of 
the story], who had in her hands a chipped clay dish ( bhinnamrdbhajana ) full of foul broth (saktu) which 
she had come out onto her doorstep to throw away. She saw the Buddha who was going away with his 
empty bowl. Seeing the Buddha - with his major marks ( laksana ), his minor marks ( anuvyanjana ), his 
golden color ( suvarnavarna ), his urna, his usmsa and his aureole one armspan in breadth (vydmprabhd) - 
returning with an empty bowl and without food, the old woman thought: "A being as marvellous as this 
ought to eat the food of the gods. If he is embodied and begs with his bowl, it is surely out of loving¬ 
kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund ) for all beings." Filled with pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ), she 


Tseng yi a han. Mara hopes that the Buddha and his monks, overwhelmed by the gifts of the villagers, would become 
attached to these benefits and, no longer knowing how to deal with luxury, would always seek for more sensory 
pleasures. But the Buddha, reading the intentions of the Evil One, refused by the following stanza (Samyutta, I, p. 114; 
Tsa a han, p. 288a): Susukham vata jivdma yesharn no .... devd Abhassara yatha ti. "In perfect joy we live, we who 
possess nothing. Joy will be our food like the radiant gods." 

The A tu wang tchouan (p. 119b) has a slightly different stanza: "Those who rejoice without having an abundance have a 
calm, light, active body. If in regard to food and drink, one does not have desirous thoughts, one's mind does not cease to 
be joyous, like the Abhasvara gods" (tr. Przyluski). 

These stanzas are missing in the Tseng yi a han version (p. 772). The Buddha simply reproaches Mara for having 
prevented the villagers from giving him alms and recalls that a similar mishap had previously occurred in the Bhadrakalpa 
to the Buddha Krakucchanda who was depending on this city with his 40,000 disciples. Mara pledged the population to 
refuse to give them any alms. When his monks returned with their empty bowls, Krakucchanda asked them to spurn the 
four types of human food ( kavadikdra ahara, sparsa, manahsamcetana, vijnana : cf. Kosa, III, p. 119) and seek only the 
five kinds of superhuman food ( dhyana, pranidhana, smrti, vimoksa, priti). Mara then invited the monks to return to the 
village and, against their will, he overwhelmed them with alms. Krakucchanda then addressed a sermon to his monks: 
"Material benefits cause one to fall into the evil destinies and prevent one from attaining asamskrta (or nirvana).... The 
monks who are attached to gain do not realize the fivefold dharmakaya.... One must prevent the arising of the notion of 
profit..." Mara turned about and disappeared. 

696 By a device of compilation, the Mpps places the following story also in Sala, the city of the brahmins. - In the 
Divyavadana, p. 67. the scene tales place in Nyagrodhika, and the woman who makes the offering to the Buddha is the 
wife of one of the brahmins who came from Kapilavastu to Nyagrodhika ( Kapilavastuno brahmanasya dcirikci 
Nyagrodhikaydm nivista). - The story in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (T1448, k. 8, p. 36a) begins as follows: "Then the 
Bhagavat left Rajagrha and went to To ken chou ts'ouen ('the village of the tree of many roots', or Nyagrodhagrama). 
Wearing his robes and carrying his begging-bowl, the Buddha entered this village to beg for alms. At Kapilavastu there 

was a married woman, etc." - In the Kieou tsa p'i yu king (T 206, k. 1, p. 515c), the scene took place outside the city of 

Sravastl. 

The village of Nyagrodhika of which the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya speak is probably the same as the 
Nigrodharama of the Pali sources. We must distinguish two Nigrodharamas, one near Rajagrha (DIgha, II, p. 116) the 
other near Kapilavastu (Vinaya, I. p. 82; Mahavastu, III, p. 101, etc.). In the latter was the tree at the foot of which the 
ascetic Kanha had practiced his austerities, a tree which bore fruit eternally by decree of the god Sakka. The Buddha, 
walking by this tree, began to smile and told the Kanhajataka (Jataka no. 440, IV, p. 6 seq.) to Ananda who asked him 
why he smiled. According to the Divya, p. 70, the village of Nyagrodhika took its name from a marvellous fig tree that 
could shelter five hundred chariots in its shade. 
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wanted to make an offering ipujd) to the Buddha; but not having what she would have liked to give, she 
said, quite confused, to the Buddha: "I would very much like to make offerings to you but I do not have the 
means. Here is some spoiled food. The Buddha can take what he needs." Knowing the purity ( visuddhi ) of 
her mind ( citta ), her faith ( sraddha ) and her veneration (arcana), the Buddha stretched out his hand and 
received in his bowl the food which was given to him.69? 

Then he began to smile and emitted rays of five colors that lighted up heaven [115b] and earth and 
returned to him through his urnd (woolly tuft between his eyebrows). Joining his palms together (anjalim 
pranamya) and bending his knee (jdnumandalam pratisthdpya), Ananda said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, I 
would like to hear the reason why you smile."698 The Buddha said to Ananda: "Do you see this old 
woman who, out of a mind of faith (prasddacitta ), has given me some food?" Ananda replied that he saw 
her. The Buddha continued: "This old woman who has given food to the Buddha will receive the reward 
for her merit for fifteen kalpas among gods and humans and will not fall into the bad destinies ( durgati ). 
Later, she will receive a human male body, will leave home ( pravrajita ) and practice the Path. She will 
become a pratyekabuddha and will enter nirvana-without-residue (; nirupadhisesanirvana )."699 


697 ££ the s tory in the Divyavadana, p. 67: adraksit sd brahmanaddrika Bhagavantam dvatrimsata 
mahapurusalaksanaih .... prasadena Bhagavate saktubhiksam dattavati. 

698 Here the Mpps summarizes in two lines a long development about the smile and the prediction of the Buddha which 
occurs in stereotyped form many times in the Avadanasataka (to be precise, in 20 places, e.g., p. 4-6, 10-12, 19-21, etc.) 
and the Divyavadana (p. 67-69). Here are the main lines of this development: It is a custom that, at the moment when the 
Buddha Bhagavats show their smile, blue, yellow, red and white rays (mlapTtalohitdvaddtd arcisah) flash out of the 
Bhagavat's mouth, some of which go up and some of which go down. Those that go down penetrate into the hells 
(narcikci ); those that go up penetrate to the gods from the Caturmaharajikas up to the Akanistas who cry out: "anityam 
duhkham sunyam cmdtmcm" and chant two stanzas. Having travelled through the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, the rays 
return to the Bhagavat from behind (prsthatah prsthatah). According as to whether the Buddha wishes to show such-and- 
such a thing, the rays return to him by a different part of the body. If they disappear in the back (prstha ) of the Buddha, it 
is because he wants to reveal past actions ( atitam karma)', if they disappear into his front (purastat ), it is because he 
wishes to predict the future ( andgata ). The returning of the rays into the soles of his feet {pddatala ) of the Buddha 
predicts a birth in hell (narakopapatti); into his heel ( parsni ), a birth among the animals ( tiryagupapatti ); into the big toe 
( pdddngustha ), a birth among the pretas; into the knees ( /anu ), a birth among men ( manusyopapatti ); into the palm of the 
left hand ( vdma katatala), the royalty ( rdjya ) of a balacakravartin; into the palm of the right hand ( daksina karatala), the 
royalty of a cakravartin; into the navel, a birth among the gods (devopapatti); into the mouth ( asya ), the bodhi of the 
sravakas; into the urnd, the bodhi of the pratyekabuddhas; into the usmsa, the anuttarasamyaksambodhi of the Buddhas. 
Then in prose and verse, Ananda asks the Buddha the meaning of these rays and smile, and the Buddha answers by 
applying to a particular case the symbolism just described. 

699 Qf Divyavadana, p. 69-70: Bhagavan aha. drsta tavaisa Ananda brahmanaddrika .... ndma pratyekabuddho 
bhavisyati. The rays returning into the Buddha's uma already showed that this woman would attain the bodhi of the 
pratyekabuddhas. The Buddha further predicts that for the fifteen kalpas that separate her from this bodhi, she will escape 
the bad destinies and be reborn among gods and humans. In place of the 'fifteen kalpas', the Divya (p. 69) and the 
Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya (p. 36b) read 'thirteen kalpas'; I [Lamotte] think that the first reading is better: it is that of the 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 128, 133.. 
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There was, at that moment near the Buddha, a brahmin who spoke the following stanza: 

You are of the solar race, from a family of Ksatriyas, 

You are the crown prince of king Suddhodana, 

But you are a great liar about this food. 

How could [the gift] of such foul food have such a great reward?"^ 

Then the Buddha put out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihva ) and, covering his face with it up to his hair-line 
{sarvam multhamandalam avacchddayati ydvat kesapmyantam), he said to the brahmin: "You have read 
the texts ( sastra ): the person who has such a tongue, would he tell lies ( mrsdvdda )?" The brahmin replied: 
"The person whose tongue can cover his nose ( ghrana ) tells no lies; what can be said about the person 
whose tongue reaches his hairline? 1 fully believe that the Buddha does not lie, but I do not understand how 
such a small gift ( ddna ) can assure such a great reward ( vipdka 

Then the Buddha said to the brahmin: "Have you ever seen something extraordinary ( adbhuta ) and rare 
( durdrsa )?" The brahmin replied: "I have. Once I was travelling with some other brahmins and I saw a 
nyagrodha tree ( Ficus indicd) the shade ( chdya ) of which covered five hundred chariots ( sata ) without 
being completely used up. That was an extraordinary and rare thing." The Buddha then asked him: "What 
was the size of the seed of that tree ( kiyatpramdnam tasya vrksasya bijam )?" He answered: "It was a third 
as big as a mustard seed ( sarsapatrtfyabhdgamdtram )." The Buddha said: "Who would believe you when 
you say that such a big tree could come from such a small seed (kas te sraddhdsyati iyatpramdnasya 
byasyayam mahavrkso nirvrtta iti)l" The brahmin asnwered: "Nevertheless, that is so, Bhagavat; I saw it 
with my own eyes, it is not a lie." The Buddha said: "It is the same for me: I see that this old woman who 
has given alms to the Buddha with faith and pure mind will attain a great fruit of retribution 
(mahdvipdkaphala), just like a big tree comes from a tiny seed. Besides, the Tathagata is a field of merit 
( punyaksetra ) filled with marvels."702 

The brahmin's heart opened and his mind was liberated. Prostrating himself on the ground with all five 
limbs (pancamandalakena candanam krtvd ), he repented of his error and said to the Buddha: "It was 


From the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, we know that the pratyekabuddha will have the name Supranihita, in 
Chinese Chan yuen. 

700 -phis stanza is missing in the other sources. 

701 Cf. Divya, p. 71: Tato Bhagavatd mukhdj jihvdm nirnamayya .... samprajmanan mrsdvadam bhdseta. no bho 
Gautama. 

But in the Divya and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, the Buddha puts his tonguue out only after having convinced the 
brahmin by the parable of the fig-tree. 

702 Divya, p. 70-71: Bhagavan aha. kim manyase brdhmana, asti kascit tvayascaryadbhuto .... atha Bhagavan 
asminn utpanne gathdm bhasate. 

yatha ksetre ca bijena pratyaksas tvam iha dvija . 

evam maya brdhmana drstam etad alpam ca by am mahati ca sampad iti. 
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foolish of me not to believe the Buddha." The Buddha preached the Dharma in many ways to him and the 
brahmin obtained the first fruit of the Path [namely, srotaapattiphala]. 

Then raising his hand, he uttered a great shout and addressed the villagers thus: "The gates of immortality 
(amrtadvara) are open to all beings! Why do you not enter therein?" All the brahmins in the village paid 
the five hundred karsapanas and went with the king to the Buddha and paid homage to him. They all said: 
"When one can attain the taste of immortality ( amrtarasa ), who cares for five hundred karsapanas?" The 
inhabitants went in a crowd and the royal edict was abrogated. The king of the brahmins and his ministers 
(i amatya ) and subjects took refuge (saranam gatah ) in the Buddha and the Dharma. All the villagers 
attained [115 c] pure faith ( visuddhashraddha ).^3 

It is thus that the Buddha puts out his broad tongue ( prabhutajihvd ) to [convert] the unbelievers. 




Question. - In the case of the brahmin, the Buddha put out his tongue and covered his face with it. How is 
it that here his tongue and his rays extend as far as the trisahasramahasmahasra-lokadhatu? 

Answer. - When it was a matter of people of little faith, the Buddha's tongue [was limited] to covering his 
face up to his hair-line, but here it is a matter of the great interests of the Prajnaparamita, so his long tongue 
covers the entire trisahasramahasasralokadhatu. 

Question. - If it is already extraordinary that all the inhabitants of one village should be able to see the 
Buddha's tongue, is it not still more extraordinary that when he preaches the Prajnaparamita, all the great 
assemblies ( apramdnasamnipdta) of this region and others should also be able to see it? Besides, the range 
of the human eye does not go beyond a certain number of li and you assume here that it extends to an entire 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu! Since the eye does not see that far, that is difficult to believe. 

Answer. - The Buddha uses his miraculous power (. rddhibala ) skillfully ( upayena) so that all beings can 
see his tongue cover the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. If the Buddha did not communicate his 
miraculous power to them, even [the bodhisattvas] of the ten bhumis would not know the Buddha's mind 
(i citta ), but if he does communicate his miraculous power, the animals ( tiiyagyoni ) themselves [know the 
mind of the Buddha. [It is thanks to this intervention] that, in one of the following chapters of the 
Prajnaparamita, all the people see the assembly of the Buddha A tch 'on (Aksobya) and contemplate it face 
to face. 704 And when the Buddha had spoken of the various splendors (, alamkaravyuha ) of the universe of 


703 This i as t paragraph is peculiar to the Mpps: it aims to show the linkage between the two episodes artificially 
connected here. 

704 jt i s because the Buddha communicates to them his miraculous power that the listeners to the Prajnaparamita have 
seen with their own eyes the assembly of the Buddha Aksobhya; but, continues the Astasahasrika, p. 465: "when the 
Bhagavat withdrew his miraculous power, the Bhagavat Aksobhya, tathagata, arhat and completely enlightened, was no 
longer visible" (pratisamhrte ca Bhagavatd tasmin .... samyaksambuddhah samdrsyate sma). 
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Buddha A mi t'o (Amitabha) and when Ananda had said to him: "I would like to see them", the Buddha 
caused the entire assembly to see the splendors of the universe of Buddha Won leang cheou 
(Amitayus).^5 It is the same for seeing the tongue of the Buddha. 

With his long tongue, the Buddha covers the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, then he begins to smile. The 
reasons for this smile are the same as above. 

Question. - Previously, the Buddha had emitted rays ( rasmi) from his tongue; why does he again emit rays 
from his tongue? 

Answer. - 7) Because he wants all beings to have solid faith ( sraddhd ). 

2) Moreover, the color of his tongue is like the pure light of coral {pravdda, vidruma). In order to produce 
all these characteristics, he sends out rays again. 

3) Finally, these rays change into precious lotuses with a thousand petals and golden in color 
( sahasrapattrani suvarnanirbhdsani ratnamaydni padmdni). These lotuses, the rays of which shine like the 
rising sun ( suryodaya ), come from his tongue. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha create precious lotuses of this kind by metamorphosis (nirmdna ) on 
these rays? 

Answer.- Because the Buddha wishes to sit on them. 

Question. - He could sit on a mat ( manca, katvd); why does he need these lotuses? 

Answer. - 7) The mat is the usual seat of worldly ( loka ) people and of lay people (avaddtavasand) [but not 
of the Buddha]. 

2) Furthermore, the lotuses are delicate ( slaksna ) and the Buddha wants to manifest his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ) by sitting on them without crushing them. 

2) He wishes also to adorn the seat of the holy Dharma ( saddharmamanda ). 

4) In general, lotuses are small and do not have the purity of perfume [116 a] ( gandhavisuddhi ) nor the size 
of those of the Buddha. The size of the lotus among people is no greater than a foot. On lake Man t'o k'i ni 
(Mandakini) and lake A na p'o ta to (Anavatapta),706 the lotuses are as large as a chariot wheel 
(rathacakra ). In heaven, the precious lotuses are even larger. The lotus on which the Buddha is seated 
cross-legged is a hundred thousand prabheda times larger. It forms a floral platform of marvelous perfume 
on which one can sit. 


- For the Buddha Aksobhya who already appears in the Prajna literature and the Saddharmapundarika before becoming 
one of the five dhyanibuddhas, especially venerated in the Shingon sect, see Hobogirin, Ashuku, p. 39-40. 

705 The Mpps is referring here to the Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 39 (tr. M. Muller, SBE, XLIX, 2, p. 49-61: Evam ukta ayusman 
Ananda Bhagavavtam etad avocat.... tarn ca bodhisattvaganam tarn ca bhiksusamgharn. 

706 Mandakini and Anavatapta are two of the seven large lakes of the Himalaya (Anguttara, IV, p. 101; Jataka, V, p. 415; 
Sumangala, I p. 164). Anavatapta has already been described; there is a detailed description of Mandakini in Sarattha, I, 

p. 281. 
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5) Finally, after the kalpa fire, everything is empty ( sunya ); then by the causal power of the merits of 
beings ( sattvapunyahetupratyayabala ), the winds ( vdyu ) come from all the directions and, interacting and 
mixing with one another, they are able to support the great waters ( mahdpah ). On these waters there is a 
man with a thousand heads, two thousand arms and two thousand legs called Wei mieou (Visnu). From his 
navel ( ndbhi ) comes a precious lotus, golden in color, with a thousand petals, the light and rays of which 
are like the combined light of a thousand suns. On this lotus there is seated cross-legged a man who, in 
turn, possesses an infinite light. Fie is called Fan t'ien wang (Brahmadevaraja) who mentally gives birth to 
eight sons who, in their turn, give rise to the heavens, the earth and people.707 Brahmadevaraja has 
eliminated all sexual desire ( raga ) and all hatred ( dvesa ) without residue; thus, when people cultivate 
(bhdvayanti ) the pure practice of the dhyanas (, dhyanasuddhacarya ) and abandon sexual desire (raga), they 
are said to follow brahmanic conduct (brahmacarya) . And the wheel of Dharma which the Buddha put 
into motion is sometimes called dharmacakra and sometimes brahmacakra .709 This Brahmadevaraja is 


707 Thi s i s the classical myth of the birth of Brahma, told in the Mahabharata (3.272.44; 12.207.13) and which gives to 
Visnu the name padmanabha, and to Brahma the epithets padma -ja, -jata. -bhava, -yoni, -sambhava, etc. Although the 
usual mount of Brahma is a swan, the Hindu iconography often shows him seated on a lotus. The Mpps is not the only 
Buddhist source that tells this Hindu myth; it is also found in another work, also translated by Kumarajlva, the Tsa p'i yu 
king, T 207 (no. 31), p. 529b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 53-54). Ki tsang also records it in his Tchong kouan louen 
chou, T 1824, k. 1, p. 14c. 

708 The word brahmacarya is of brahmin origin and designates in a general way the rigorous observation of prescribed 
rules and, in a more specialized way, the [sexual] continence imposed on the novice during his studies at the foot of the 
master. Cf. the Manusmrti, II, v. 249: 

evam caratiyo brahmacaryam avuplutah/ 

sa gacchati uttamam sthanam na cehajayate punah// 

The word has pased into Buddhism with this twofold meaning. It designates the holy life, the religious life, notably in the 
form of the arhat: khina jdti vusitam brahmacariyam, etc. but also chastity. The latter meaning is evidenced in the Mpps, 
k. 8, p. 120c: "There are beings who follow the ten wholesome courses of action ( kusalakarmapatha ) but who have not 
yet destroyed lust. Thus the sutra here praises those who practice the conduct of king Brahma ( brahmacarya ) by cutting 
through their sexual desire. It is said that those who practice brahmacarya purely never smell bad (nirdmayagandha): the 
person who is addicted to lust has an ugly malodorous body; thus, to praise those who have cut through lust, it is said that 
they do not have a bad smell." Later the Mpps , k. 20,p. 211b, will return to this subject.: "The gods who have cut through 
sexual desire are Brahmas, a term applied to all the gods of the fonn realm ( rupadhdtu ); this is why the method of cutting 
through sexual desirre is called brahmacarya." 

709 p rom t[ le ear ii es t texts on, besides dharmacakra, the expression brahmacakra occurs: Majjhima, I, p. 69; Samyutta, 
II, p. 27; Anguttara, II, p. 9, 24; III, p. 417; V, p. 33; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 348), k. 14, p.98al5; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 
19, p. 645b29. The Mpps, k. 25, p. 245b (tr. Hobogirin, Bon, p. 120), interprets it as follows: "The wheel of Brahma bears 
this name because it is pure ... or else because Brahma means vast ( brhant ); now the wheel of Dharma which the Buddha 
turned extends to the entire world; or again because the Buddha taught the four dwellings of Brahma (the four limitless 
ones) ( brahmavihdra ); or also because at the start, it was Brahma, king of the gods, who invited the Buddha to turn the 
wheel of Dharma; or also, in order to please those who venerate the god Brahma. - Sometimes the Buddha said 'wheel of 
Dharma', sometimes 'wheel of Brahma'. - What difference is there between these two terms? - They are synonyms. 
Nevertheless, according to some, the wheel of Brahma refers to the four limitless ones ( apramana ) and the wheel of 
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seated on a lotus; this is why the Buddha, who conforms to current usage ( samvrtyanuvartanat ), also sits 
crosslegged on a precious lotus to teach the six paramitas, and those who listen to this sermon necessarily 
reach anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

Question. - The Buddha Sakyamuni creates innumerable thousands of prabhedakoti of Buddhas by 
emanation. How can they all preach the Dharma at the same time? It is said in the A p'i t'an (Abhidharma): 
"There cannot be two minds ( citta ) at the same time ( ekaksana ): when the apparitional ( nirmita ) Buddhas 
speak, the master who creates them ( nirmatr ) must be silent; when the creating master speaks, the 
apparitional creations must be silent."”^® How do these [apparitional Buddhas] preach the six paramitas all 
at the same time? 


Dharma to the four Truths (satya); or again, we say 'wheel of Brahma' because the Path is attained by means of the four 
limitless ones, and 'wheel of Dharma' insofar as it is attained by other dhannas; or again,'wheel of Brahma' is used in 
reference to the four dhyanas and 'wheel of Dhanna' in reference to the thirty-seven aids to enlightenment 
(bodhipaksikadharma ); or again, 'wheel of Brahma' is applied to the way of dhyana and samadhi, and ‘wheel of Dhanna' 
to that of wisdom ( prajna .)." 

The words brahmacatya and brahmacakra are not the only signs of brahmin influence on the Buddhist vocabulary. The 
Mpps could also add that, according to Jlvaka, "the Bhagavat is Brahma" (Kosavyakhya, p. 578: esa hi Bhagavan 
Brahmety etad udaharanam JTvakenoktam etat), and that the term brahmabhuta 'identified with Brahma' is applied 
sometimes to Buddha himself (Dlgha, III, p. 84; Majjhima, I, p. Ill; III, p. 193, 224; Samyutta, IV, p. 94: Aiiguttara, V, 
p. 226; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 34, p. 645b24), sometimes to the arhats (Samyutta, III, p. 83; Aiiguttara, II, p. 206). - 
According to Buddhaghosa, the word brahma is used here in the sense of excellent ( setthatthena ); but the explanations of 
the Bodli. bhumi, p. 385 are subtler: s vayam adhigamya paresdm apy artukampayd vistarena ....tasmad brcihmam cakram 
ity ucyate L 

710 Undoubtedly the Mpps is referring here to the theory of nirmita explained in the Karanaprajnapti, which is one of the 
seven books of the Abhidhanna: Che cho louen, T 1538, k. 6, p. 526a: "Why are beings created (nirmita) by the Nirmatr, 
i.e., the Buddha Bhagavat, of fine color, handsome, pleasant to see, their body adorned with the thirty-two marks of the 
Great Man, silent while the Buddha speaks and speak when the Buddha is silent; whereas the beings created by the 
sravakas, of fine color, handsome, head shaved, clothed in robes and having the marks of the sramana, speak when the the 
sravakas speak and are silent when the sravakas are silent? - The Buddha Bhagavat dwells always in samadhi and has 
mastery of mind ( cetovasitd ); he enters into samadhi and comes out quickly and with no difficulty; he never abandons the 
object ( dlambana) of his mind. This is not the case for the sravakas. On the contrary, the Bhagavat is omniscient 
(sarvajna ): he has obtained mastery of knowledge ( jhcina) and mind (citta), and he has reached the other shore 
(pdramgata). This is why the beings created by the Buddha... are silent when he speaks, speak when he is silent, whereas 
the beings created by the sravakas... speak when the sravakas speak and are silent when the sravakas are silent." 

This text shold be compared to a canonical stanza, the Pali version of which is in Dlgha, II, p. 212: 

Ekasmim bhdsamdnasmim sabbe bhasanti nimmitd/ 
ekasnim tunhim dsine sabbe tunht bhavanti te// 
and the Sanskrit version in Madh. vrtti, p. 331, and Divyavadana, p. 166: 

Ekasya bhdsamdnasya sarva bhasanti nirmitah/ 
ekasya tusmmbhutasya sarve tusmmbhavati te// 

"When one speaks (i.e., the creator), all the created beings speak; when one remains silent, all remain silent." 
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Answer. - What has been said there holds for the creations (nirmana) of the heretics ( tirthika ) and 
sravakas, but the immense power of concentration ( apramdnasamddhibala ) inherent in the creations of the 
Buddha is inconceivable ( acintya ). Thus, when the Buddha speaks, the innumerable thousands of 
prabhedhakoti of apparitional Buddhas speak at the same time as him. - Moreover, the apparitional 
creations of the tlrthikas and the sravakas are unable in their turn to create [other] apparitional creations, 
whereas those of the Buddha Bhagavat can create them in turn. - Moreover, after their death, the tlrthikas 
and sravakas cannot make the fictive beings [that they have created] last ( adhitisthanti )?' 1 whereas the 
Buddha, after his own parinirvana, can make the apparitional being [that he has created] persist as if it were 
no different from the Buddha himself. 7 12 . Finally, what the Abhidharma says, that there cannot be two 
minds at the same moment, holds true also for the Buddha. At the moment when the emanated being 
speaks, he is without thought; but when the Buddha thinks about his emanationed creations and wants them 
to speak, then they all begin to speak. 

Question. - The Buddha now wants to preach the Prajnaparamita; why does he have the emanated Buddha 
preach the six paramitas? 

[116 b] Answer. - The six paramitas and the Prajnaparamita are identical and not different. Without 
prajnaparamita, the [first] five paramitas would not be called 'paramita'. Without the prajnaparamita, the 
virtue of generosity ( ddnapdramitd ) would be classed among the perishable dharmas ( ksayadhanna ) of the 
world or would lead to the parinirvana of the arhats and pratyekabuddhas: it is when it is joined with 
prajnaparamita that it is called paramita and leads to Buddahood. This is why the prajnaparamita and the 
six paramitas are identical and not different. 

There are two kinds of prajnaparamita, that which is adorned ( alamkrta ) and that which is not adorned. It is 
like a person who takes coral (pravdda, vidruma ) and adorns their body with it, and a person who does not 
have coral and does not adorn themselves with it. Or also, when the king comes accompanied by his 
retinue ( parivdra ), we say: "The king is coming"; when he does not have a retinue, he is said to be 
"solitary". This is the way it is in universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges in the east and in the 
ten directions. 


This holds for all sravaka creations, but not for those of the Buddha for, says the Kosa, VII, p. 118, "the latter has perfect 
mastery of concentration: at will, the magical beings speak one after the other; they question and the Buddha responds; 
the Buddha questions and they respond." This is also the opinion of the Divyavadana, p. 166, if one applies the 
corrections proposed by L. de La Vallee Poussin in Kosa, VII, p. 118, n. 3: yam khalu sravako nirmitam abhinirmuleyadi 
prasnam prcchati. nirmito vyakaroti. 

I [Lamotte] am not sure that the Mpps has completely understood its sources: according to it, "when the Buddha speaks, 
the innumerable thousands of prabhedhakoti of apparitional Buddhas speak at the same time as him." 

711 For this special meaning of adhitisthati 'to make last or endure', see Kosa, VII, p. 119, n. 2. 

712 n is thus that, after their parinirvana, the Buddhas Prabhutaratna and Susanta left behind an apparitional Buddha, in a 
way their 'double', in order to convert beings. The sravakas are unable to prolong themselves thus after their death, but 
they can use a certain adhisthana: thus Kasyapa, the Buddha's disciple, caused his skeleton to last until the coming of 
Maitreya (Kosa, VII, p. 120). 
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Question. - If the Buddha has miraculous power (rddhibala) such that innumerable thousands of 
prabhedakoti of fictve Buddhas ( ninndnabuddha ) go in the ten directions to preach the six paramitas and 
save the entire world, all beings will find salvation and there would be nobody else [to save]! 

Answer. - Three obstacles (, dvarana ) [oppose universal salvation]: i) beings plunged in the three bad 
destinies ( durgati ) cannot understand [the teaching of the Buddhas]; ii) and Hi) gods and humans who are 
too young, too old or too sick, as well as the non-perceptive gods (, asamjnideva ) of the formless realm 
(i arupya ) cannot hear or understand [the teaching of the Buddhas]. 

Question.- Why cannot all those who hear and understand [this teaching] find the Path? 

Answer. - They do not all find the path. Why? Because of their fetters ( samyojana ) and the obstacles 
[consituted by] actions ( karmdvarana ). People whose fetters are heavy have a mind obsessed with fetters; 
this is why they do not all find the Path. 

Question. - Now that the Buddhas of the ten directions and the apparitional Buddhas whom they have 
delegated preach the six paramitas, why do we, who are free of the three obstacles {dvarana), not hear 
them? 

Answer. - Actually, beings are living in a bad age and enter into the three obstacles; they are living in an 
epoch after the Buddha. The retribution of evil actions {karmdvarana) consisting of the errors and sins of 
the world or the obstacle constituted by heavy fetters {stulasamyojandvarana) has plunged beings into an 
epoch after the Buddha, and many people are chained {dvrta) by heavy fetters; sometimes their desire 
{rdga) is small but their hatred ( dvesa ) is considerable; sometimes their hatred is small but their desire is 
considerable; sometimes their desire is small but their delusion {moha) is considerable; sometimes their 
delusion is small but their hatred is considerable. Thus there is mutual interchange in the order of 
importance [amongst the fetters]. As a result of the obstacle consisting of the fetters {samyojandvarana), 
people do not hear or do not understand the apparitional Buddhas who are preaching the Dharma and do 
not see the rays of the Buddha. How then would they find the Path? Thus, when the sun {surya) rises 
{udati), blind people {andhapurusa) who do not see it claim that the world has no sun or moon 
( suryacandramas ); is that the fault of the sun? [116c] When thunder and lightning {meghavidyut) shake the 
earth, deaf people {badhira) do not hear it; is that the fault of the sound ( sabda)? Actually, the Buddhas of 
the ten directions are always preaching the Dharma and always delegating the apparitional Buddhas to 
preach the six paramitas in universes of the ten directions, but those who are affected by the blindness or 
deafness of evil actions do not hear the sound of the Dharma. Therefore they are not all in a position to 
hear and to see. Although the Arya (here, the Buddha) has great loving-kindness {mahdmaitrfcitta), he 
cannot cause everyone to see and hear. But when peoples' sins {dpatti) are almost destroyed and their 
merits (punya) are on the rise, then they succeed in seeing the Buddha and hearing the Dharma. 


ACT V 

Sutra: Then the Bhagavat, on the same lion-seat, entered into the concentration called Lion's Play and, by 
the action of his [miraculous] superknowledge, shook the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu which trembled 
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in six different ways (Atha khalu Blwgavdms tasminn eva simhasane nisannah simhavikriditam ndma 
samddhim samdpede. tatharupam ca rddhyabhisamskaram abhisamskaroti sma yathdyam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasrolokadhdtuh sadvikaram akampatd). 

Sdstra: Question. - Why is this samadhi called Lion's Play ( simhavikndita )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Just as the lion ( simha ) who has taken a gazelle ( mrga ) plays with it as a master (aisvaiyena 
kridati ),713 so the Buddha, having entered this samadhi, can upset the world in every way and thus make it 
shake in six different ways. 

2) Moreover, [sometimes] the lion plays, and when he plays, all the animals are reassured; in the same way, 
when the Buddha enters this samadhi, he shakes the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu in such a way that 
beings in the three evil destinies ( durgati ) simultaneously attain cessation ( nirvrtti ) and all will reach 
salvation (yogaksema ). 

3) Finally, the Buddha is called the man-lion ( purusasimha ) and the samadhi of the Lion's Play is the 
samadhi of the Buddha's Play. When he enters this samadhi, he causes the great earth ( mahdprthivi) to 
shake in six different ways and all beings deep in the hells ( niraya ) and the two unfortunate destinies 
{durgati) all receive deliverance ( vimoksa ) and are reborn amongst the gods. Such is his 'Play'. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha enter this samadhi? 

Answer. - To shake the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, to take beings out of the three unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ) and bring them to the threefold Path (margatraya). 

Moreover, by means of three kinds of samadhi, the Buddha has already shown his Buddha body but there 
are people whose faith ( sraddhdcitta ) is not profound ( gambhfra ). And so the Buddha [now] shakes the 
great earth so that these beings, knowing the immensity of the miraculous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha 
who shakes external objects, [may be filled] with pure faith ( sraddhdvisuddhi ) and joyful thoughts 
(cittamudita) and will all escape from suffering. 

Question. - But the arhats and devas also can shake the earth. Why speak only about the miraculous power 
of the Buddha here? 

Answer. - The arhats and devas are unable to shake it at its base; only the Buddha can make it tremble in 
six different ways. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha shake the trisahasramahasmahasralokadhatu? 

Answer. - So that all beings know that everything is empty ( sunya ) and transitory ( anitya ). There are 
people who claim that the great earth ( mahdprthivi 0, the sun and the moon (suryacandramas), Sumeru and 
the great ocean ( mahdsamudra ) are all eternal ( nitya ). This is why the Bhagavat shakes the earth six times 
and gives the reason ( hetupratyaya ) for it: Beings will know that it is not eternal. 

[117a] And just as a man who wants to soil his garment ( vastra ) first walks into the dust {rajas), so the 
Buddha first shows his miraculous power to the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; then, when 
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Hence the Sanskrit expressions mrgaraj and mrgaraja to designate the lion. 
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their minds are softened ( mrduka, snigdlm), he preaches the Dharma to them. This is why he shakes the 
earth in six ways. 

Question. - What are the six ways? 




Sutra : 1) The east rises up and the west sinks (purvd dig unnamati pascimd dig avanamati ); 2) the west 
rises up and the east subsides (pasimd dig unnamati purvd dig avanamati)', 2) the south rises up and the 
north sinks down ( daksind dig unnamati uttard dig avanamati)', 4) the north rises up and the south subsides 
(uttard dig unnamati daksind dig avanamati)', 5) the edges rise up and the center sinks ( anta unnamati 
madhye 'vanamati); 6) the center rises and the edges sink (madhya unnamati ante ’vanamatl )?' 4 

Sdstra: What are these six tremblings of the earth (bhumicala)! 

Answer. - The trembling of the earth is lesser (avara), medium ( madhya ) and greater (agra). In the lesser 
trembling of the earth, there are two movements: the east rises and the west sinks; or else the south rises 
and the north sinks; or else the edges [rise] and the center [sinks]. In the medium trembling, there are four 
movements: in the east, in the west, in the south and in the north; or again in the east, the west, the edges 
and the center; or again in the south, the north, the edges and the center. In the greater trembling, all six 
movements appear. 

There are all kinds of causes for a greater trembling of the earth. Thus the Buddha said to Ananda: "There 
are eight causes and eight conditions for a great trembling of the earth ( astdv ime Ananda ketavo 'stau 
pratyayd mahatah prthivfcalasya)", etc.715 


714 Cf. Mahavyutpatti no. 3019-3030; Lalitavistara, p. 52, 411. 

71^ The eight causes are the following: The earth trembles (1) when the waters on which it rests are stirred by the wind; 
(2) when a being endowed with supernatural power has come to the point of visualizing the earth as limited and the water 
as unlimited; (3) when a bodhisattva descends into his mother's womb and leaves it at birth; (4) when a Tathagata 
succeeds to the state of Buddha, (5 - 8) turns the wheel of Dharma, rejects the remainder of his life, enters into nirvana. 
These eight causes are listed in the following texts: Pali sources: DTgha, II, p. 107-109; Ahguttara, IV, p. 312-313. - 
Sanskrit sources: Divyavadana, p. 204-206. - Chinese sources: Versions of the Mahaparinirvanasutra (T 1, k. 2, p. 15c- 
16a; T 5, k. 1, p. 165a-b; T 6, k. 1, p. 180c; T 7, k. 1, p. 191c-192a); Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 36, p. 753c-754a. 

Some sources have only three causes, namely, the first two and the last of the preceding list: Tchong a han, T 26, k. 9, p. 
377b-478a; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, k. 36, p. 389a. Some of the texts have been translated and compared by 
Przyluski, Le Parinirvana et les funerailles du Buddha, p. 63-92. 

The Lalitavistara points out that the tremblings of the earth were produced at the main events of the Buddha's life: at 
conception (p. 52), at his birth (p. 85), at the moment of enlightenment (p. 352) and at his first sennon (p. 411). - 
Corresponding passages in the translation of Foucaux, p. 51, 79, 285, 342. 
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Moreover, some talk about four kinds of trembling of the earth: trembling of fire ( agnicala ), trembling of 
the dragon ( ndgacala ), trembling of the golden garuda ( garudacala ), trembling of the king of the gods 
( devendracala ). 

The moon revolves [around the earth] in 28 days. 

I. If the moon enters one of the six following constellations (naksatra )'?' 6 

1. Mao (Kritika, Smin-drug): Tauri (Pleiades), 

2. Tchang (PurvaphalgunI, Gre): Leonis 

3. 77 (Visakha, Sa-ga): Librae, 

4. Leou (Asvinl, Tha-skar): Arietis, 

5. Che (Purvabhadrapada, Khrums-stod): Pegasi, 

6. Wei (Bharnl, Bra-ne): Arietos, 

then at that moment, the earth trembles as if it would collapse, this shaking extends up to the god of fire 
(Agni). Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor {T'ien tseii) is 
cruel and the great ministers are evil. 

II. If the moon enters one of the following six constellations: 

1. Lieou (Aslesa, Skag): Hydrae 

2. Wei (Mlila, Snrubs): Scorpionis 

3. Ki (Purvashadha, Chu-stod): Sagittarii, 

4. Pi (Uttarabhadrapada, Khrums-smad), Pegsi, Andromedae, 

5. K'ouei (Revati, Nam-gru): Piscium., 

6. Wei (Dhanistha, Mon-gru): Delphini, 


716 The Mpps lists 27 constellations or lunar mansions of the zodiac, divided here into three groups of six and one group 
of nine. Next to the Chinese term are the Sanskrit and Tibetan translations (according to the Mahavyutpatti, no. 3187- 
3214) and the modem equivalent. 

The series of 27 or 28 naksatra has already appeared in the Vedic literature and has passed from there into the 
Brahmanical, Buddhist and Jain texts. 

Ancient Brahmanical sources: Atharvav., XIX, 7, 1 seq; 8,2 seq; Kathaka-Samh., XXXIX, 13; Maitrayanl-Samh. II, 13, 
20; Taittitlya-Samh. IV, 4, 10, seq; Taittitlyabr. I, 5,1; Tattirlyabr. Ill, 4, 1 seq. - Synoptic table in Kirfel, Kosmographie 
der Inder, p. 36. 

Recent Brahmanical sources: Naksatrakalpa, etc., in Kirfel, o.c., p. 138-139. 

Buddhist sources, in Sanskrit: Mahavastu, III, p. 305, 1. 20-21; p. 306, 1. 21; p. 308, 1. 2-3, p. 309, 1. 2-3; Lalitavistara, p. 
389; Mahavyutpatti, no. 3187-3214; - in Pali: Abhidhanappadlpika, ed. W. Subhuti, Colombo, 1883, p. 58-69 (list in Rhys 
Davids-Stede, s.v. nakkhatta); - in Chinese, in a whole series of texts yet poorly explored. 
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then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse and this trembling extends 
Nagas. Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor is 
great ministers are unjust. 

III. If the moon enters one of the following six constellations, 

1. Chen (Ardra, Lag): Orionis, 

2. Kouei (Pusya, Rgyal): Cancri, 

3. Sing (Magha, Mchu): Leonis, 

4. Tchen (Hasta, Me-b€i): Corvi 

5. K'ang (Svati, Sa-ri): Bootis, 

6. Yi (Uttaraphalgunl, Dbo): Leonis, 

then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse, this trembling extends as far as the Garuda. 
Then there is no more rain, the rivers dry up, the year is bad for grain, the emperor is cruel and the great 
ministers are unjust. 

IV. If the moon enters one of the following nine constellations: 

1. Sin (Jyestha, Snron): Scorpionis 

2. Kio (Citra, Nag-pa): Virginis, 

3. Fang (Anuradha, Lha-mtshams): Scorpionis 

4. Niu (Abhijit, Byi-b€in): Lyrae, 

5. Hiu (Satabhisa, Mon-gre): Aquarii. 

6. Tsing (Punarvasu, Nabs-so): Geminorum, 

7. Pi (RohinI, Sanr-ma): Tauri, 

8. Tsouei (Mrgasiras, Mgo): Orionis, 

9. Teou (Uttarasadha, Chu-smad): Sagittarii,7 * 7 

then at that moment the earth trembles as if it would collapse and this trembling extends as far as 
Devendra. Then peace (yogaksema ) is plentiful, rain favors the growth of the five grains, the emperor is 
kind ( siva ), the great ministers are virtuous and everyone is peaceful. 

Moreover, among the causes of the trembling of the earth, some are small and others are great. There are 
some that shake one Jambudvlpa, others one caturdvlpaka, one sahasralokadhatu, one dvisahasralokadhatu 
or one trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. 


as far as the 
cruel and the 


717 [Translator's note: Due to the lack of the Greek alphabet on my computer, I was unable to reproduce the Greek letters 
delineating the individual constellations in each of the above three lists.] 
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The small trembling is due to a small cause: when an individual of quality is bom or dies, there is a 
trembling of the local earth; this is the small trembling. The [117b] great trembling is due to a great cause: 
when the Buddha is born, reaches Buddhahood and is about to enter nirvana, the entire 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shakes completely; this is the great trembling. Here the Buddha, who 
wants to gather together all beings, causes the earth to tremble in six ways. 

Moreover, in the Prajnmaparamita, the Buddha prophecies to the bodhisattvas that they will be Buddhas. 
The Buddha is the great leader ( mahddhipati ) of heaven and earth. [On learning of the accession of the 
future Buddhas], the goddess of the earth ( prthividevatd ) is filled with joy ( mudita ) [and says to herself]: “I 
have found a leader." This is why the earth trembles. In the same way, when the leader of a country sets up 
a minister (amatya), the people congratulate him; everyone shouts "Hurray!" and they sing and dance. 

Finally, as a result of the merits (punya) of the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, there are 
rivers, trees and all kinds of things on this earth, but beings are ignorant of their transitory nature 
(anityatd). This is why the Buddha, by the power of his merit and his wisdom, shakes this universe so that 
the beings know the futility of it: everything will be destroyed (nirvrta ) and will return to nothingness 
(anityatd). 




Sutra : The earth became soft and gentle so that all beings rejoiced ( prthivi mrduka snigdha 
sarvasattvasukhajanany abhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - How could a trembling of the earth ( prthivicala ) inspire beings to a joyful mind? 

Answer. - Mind ( citta ) stands in support behind the body ( kdya ); thus when the body is at ease, the mind is 
joyful. And so (read jou inplace oiyue tcho), in the person who has fasted (uposadhika)^ has a joyful 
mind on returning to his normal routine. At present in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, beings with 
various faults have a coarse ( audarika ) mind deprived of wholesome stimuli; this is why the Buddha 
shakes the great earth so that soft and gentle minds (: mrduka-snigdhacitta ) can develop ( vrddhi ). 

Thus, when the gods enter the Houan lo yuan (Nandanavana) garden of the king of the Trayastrimsa gods, 
their minds become soft and gentle, they are joyous, content and no gross minds ( sthulacitta ) arise in them. 
When the asuras come with their armies, they feel no aggressive attitudes ( vigrahacitta ). But it happens 
that Che t'i p'o na min (Sakro devanam indrah), at the head of an army of gods, enters the Parusyavana and, 
because this garden, where the trees, flowers and fruits have an unpleasant smell, is coarse ( parusa ), the 
army of gods [feel] aggressive thoughts arising in themselves.^ ^ It is the same for the Buddha: Since this 


71° In Sanskrit, the person who fasts is said to be uposadhika (Mahavastu, ii, p. 9), in Pali, uposathika (Vinaya, I, p. 58; 
IV, 75, 78). 

719 The Trayastrimsa gods with Sakra as king live in the city of Sudarsana on the summit of Mount Meru. This city has 
four parks: Caitraratha, Parusya, Misra and Nandana (Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 132b; Mahavastu, I, p. 32; 
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great earth is coarse and harsh, he transforms ( parinamayati ) it, softens it and causes all beings to have 
joyous dispositions. 

Thus, when certain magical herbs ( mantausadhi) are burned under people's noses, violent feelings 
(i dghdtacitta ) are aroused in them and they fight. On the other hand, there is a certain magical herb which 
inspires joy ( mudita ), happiness ( nanadana ), respect ( satkara ) and harmony ( samaya) in people. If a 
simple magical herb has such power, what can be said [of the Buddha] who makes the ground of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu soft and gentle? 


Sutra: In this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, [beings] in the hell realms ( niraya ), in the preta realm, the 
animal realm ( tiiyagoni ) and the eight difficult ( aksana ) conditions were immeditately liberated ( vimukta) 
and reborn among the gods dwelling at the Caturmaharajika stage to the Paranirmitavasavartin stage.^20 


Divyavadana, p. 219; Lokaprajnapti in Lav., Cosmologie, p. 304-305; Jataka, VI, p. 278; Kosa, III, p. 161; P'i p'o cha, T 
1545, K. 133, p. 692a). 

These sources mention the beneficent influence of the Nanadanavana and the maleficent influence of the Parusyavana. - 
Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 132b: "Why is it called Parusyavana ? Because when one enters it, one's thoughts (chen t'i) 
become harsh ( parusa )... Why is it called Nanadanavana? Because when one enters it, one is happy and joyful." - Jataka 
V, p. 158: Nandane ti nandijananasanatthataya Nandanavanasamkhdte Tdvtimsabhavave. - P'i p'o cha T 1545, k. 133, p. 
692a: "In the Parusyavana, when the gods want to go to war, armor and weapons appear according to their needs... In the 
Nanadanavana, all kinds of marvels and joys are gathered and they go from one to another without getting tired." - 
Samyutta, I, p. 5 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99, 1. 22, p. 153c) says that those who have not seen the Nandana do not know 
happiness ( 'Na te sukhatn pajdnatiye na passanti Nandanam), and Aiiguttara, III, p. 40 (cf. Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 24, 
p. 681a) speaks of those who walk in the Nandana, joyous, happy and content among the five sense pleasures (te tattha 
nandanti ramanti modare samappitci kdmagunehipancahi). 

Originally the abode of the Trayastrimsa, with all its wonders, was shared with the asuras, but when Magha was bom as 
Sakra among the Trayastrimsa gods, the company of the asuras displeased him and, having previously made them drunk, 
he expelled them from his palace, the five walls of which he had guarded by the nagas, suparnas, kumbhandas, yaksas and 
the Caturmaharajika gods. Cf. Jataka, I, p. 201 seq; Dhammapadattha, I, p. 272 seq (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 319). It 
is undoubtedly wrong that the Mpps claims that the asuras still had access to the Nandanavana. 

^“0 Here Kumarajlva abridges the text of the Pancavimsati and leaps over an important phrase. In reality, it is not only 
among the gods of the kamadhatu (from the Caturmaharajikas to the Parinirmitavasavartins) that these beings take rebirth, 
but also especially among humans. This is expressed by the continuation of the sutra given below, p. 118a, where it is 
said that these gods and these men, remembering their former existence, go to the Buddha. Here is the text of the 
Pancavimsati, p. 8, where rebirth among humans is explicitly mentioned: 

Atha khalu ksanalavamuhurtena ye 'smims trisahasramahasahasra lokadhdtau niraya va tiragyonayo .... devdndm 
sabhagatayam uppannas cdbhuvan. 

"Then at that very moment, at that minute, at that hour, the hells, the animal destinies and the realms of the dead who 
were in this trichiliomegacosm were broken open and emptied and all the difficult conditions ( aksana) disappeared and 
the beings who had fallen into the hells, the animal realm and the realm of Yama, all experienced such great joy that they 
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Sastra : Having entered into the Lion's Play samadhi, if the Buddha causes the damned, the pretas, the 
animals and the eight other difficult conditions^! to be liberated and reborn in the abodes of the 
Caturmaharajika gods up to the Paranirmitavasavartin gods, why is it still necessary to acquire merit 
(punya ) and practice the good ( kusala ) in order to obtain the fruit of retribution ( vipakaphala )? 

Answer. - We have said that beings of great merit have seen the Buddha's rays and have thus found 
salvation; those of profound faults and stains understand it [only] when the earth trembles. When the rising 
sun lights up a lotus pool (padmahrada ), the ripe lotuses open at once while the young buds do not; 
similarly, when the Buddha emits his rays ( rasmi ), beings with ripe merit (paripakvapunya ) and sharp 
knowledge ( tiksnajndna ) attain liberation ( vimoksa ) at once, whereas those who do not have ripe merit or 
keen knowledge do not. The Buddha has great loving-kindness ( maitri ) and compassion ( karund); he saves 
everyone alike ( samam ), without feeling aversion ( pratigha ) or affection ( annunaya ) for anyone. When a 
fruit tree is shaken ( dhunoti ), the ripe fruits (paripakvaphala) fall first. Apply that to the Buddha: the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu is like the fruit tree; it is the Buddha who shakes it; the ripe fruits [that 
fall] are the beings who are saved; the green fruits [that remain attached to the tree] are the beings who are 
not saved. 

Question. - Why are the beings who have had this good mind ( kusalacitta ) reborn [only] among the gods 
of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ) and not in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) or the formless realm 
( arupyadhatu )? 

Answer. - In order to save beings, the Buddha leads them to realize the Path ( margasdksdtkara ). But in the 
formless realm ( arupyadhatu ) where [beings] have no bodies {kayo), it is not possible to preach the 
Dharma to them; in the form realm ( rupadhdtu ) where all feelings of displeasure ( niwedacitta ) are absent, 
it is difficult to find the Path because where the pleasure of dhyana is plentiful, the mind is dulled ( mrdu ). 

Furthermore, when the Buddha makes the ground of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu soft and pliable 
by shaking the universe by means of his \rddhy]-abhijna, beings full of faith {prasddita ) are joyful 
( pramudita ) and consequently are reborn among the gods of the desire realm ( kdmadhdtu ). Since they are 
not practicing the four dhyanas [of the form realm] or the four empty attainments ( sunyasamapatti ) [of the 


were reborn among humans or among the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati or 
Paranirmitavasavartin gods." 

Aside from a few unimportant differences, the corresponding text of the Satasahasrika, p. 13-14, is the same. 

721 The hell, animal and preta destinies constitute the three bad destinies ( durgati ); these are well known and it is not 
necessary to define them here. By contrast, the aksana, which the Chinese translation renders as 'difficult conditions' asks 
for some explanation. There are eight (occasionally nine) aksana: belonging to one of the bad destinies, i.e., damned 
(naraka), animal ( tiryagom) or preta; being a human, one is lacking an organ ( indriyavaikalya ), is plunged into wrong 
views ( mithyadarsana ), is living before or after the Buddha ( tathagatanam anutpadah), or living in a border region 
(pratyanatajanapada ); if one is a god, belonging to the class of the long-lived gods ( dirghayuso devah). 

These eight aksana (in Pali, akkhana) are listed and defined in Digha, III, p. 263, 265, 287; Aiiguttara, IV, p. 225-227; 
Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 124), k. 29, p. 613; Tseng yi a han, Y 125, k. 36, p. 747; Mahavyutpatti, np. 2299-2306; 
Dharmasamgraha, chap. 134. - Allusion is made to them in Mahavastu, I, p. 416 (note), II, p. 338, 363; Lalitavistara, p. 
412 ( astdkhanavarjina ); Saddharmapundarika, p. 96, 163, 434, 451; Avadanasataka, I, p. 291, 332. 
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formless realm], they cannot be reborn in the form realm ( rupadhatu ) or the formless realms 
( arupyadhatu ). 

Question. - The five aggregates ( skandha ) [making up the individual] are transitory ( anitya ), empty ( sunya) 
and non-substantial ( andtmaka ); then how can one be reborn among the gods or men? Who is reborn? 

Answer. - This point has already been fully discussed in the chapter on the bodhisattva. We shall limit 
ourselves here to a brief answer. You say that the five skandhas are transitory, empty and non-substantial, 
but according to the Prajnaparamita, the five skandhas are neither eternal nor transitory, neither empty nor 
non-empty, neither substantial nor non-substantial. Like the heretics ( tfrthika ), you are looking for a real 
atman, but that is non-existent ( anupalabdha ); it is only a designation (prajnaptipat). It exists as a result of 
diverse causes and conditions (nanahetupratyayasamagri) , but only nominally and conventionally 
(namasamketa ). Thus when a magician ( maydkara ) kills himself, the spectators see him dead, and when a 
trick resuscitates him, the spectators see him alive; but his life and his death have only nominal existence 
( prajnaptisat) and are not real ( dravyasat ). According to ordinary systems ( lokadharma ), samsara really 
does exist; but according to the system of the true nature ( bhutalaksanadharma ) there is no samsara, 
transmigration. 

Furthermore, if there were a transmigrating being ( samsarin ), there would be transmigration, samsara; 
without a samsarin, there is no samsara. Why? Because the Asamsarin has destroyed birth by means of his 
great wisdom 

Thus some stanzas say: 

Although the Buddha dharmas are empty {sunya) 

They are not, however, reduced to nothingness ( ucchinna ). 

[118 a] Existent, but non-eternal 
Actions are not lost. 


Dharmas are like the trunk of a banana tree (kadalf): 
All are the result of mind. 

If one knows the non-reality of the dharmas 
This mind, in its turn, is empty. 

The person who thinks about emptiness 
Is not a practitioner of the Path. 

Dharmas do not arise and they do not perish: 

Being momentary {ksanika), they lose their nature. 
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The person who thinks falls into Mara's net. 

The person who does not think finds escape ( nihsarana ). 
Mental discursiveness is not the Path, 

Non-discursiveness is the seal of the Dharma ( dharmamudrd ). 




Sutra\ Then remembering their former existences ( purvajanmany anusmrtya ), these gods and men 
( devamanusya ) experienced great joy ( pramodya ). They went to the Buddha and, having bowed down to 
the Buddha's feet ( bhagavatah padan sirobhir abhivandya), they stood to one side. 

Sastra.- Question. - When the gods are reborn, they know three things: they know where they have come 
from ( kutas cyutdh), they know where they are born ( kutropapannah ) and they know by virtue of what 
previous merit ( kena purvakrtapunyena )7“ But when men are reborn, they are unaware of these three 
things. [How can it be said here] that they rememeber their previous existences? 

Answer. - 1) It is not a fixed rule ( niyama ) for men ( manusyagati ): some remeber, some do not 

remember."^ 

2) Furthermore, it is thanks to the miraculous power (. rddhibala ) of the Buddha that [those in question 
here] remember their previous existences. 

Question. - The gods, who possess the five superknowledges ( abhijnd ) and remember their previous lives, 
are able to go to the Buddha; but supposing that they received [the gift] of the miraculous power of the 
Buddha and remembered their previous lives, how could men go to the Buddha? 

Answer. - Some of them, by birth (janman ) or by retribution (vipdka), possess the superknowledges 
(abhijnd) 724, as for example, the noble cakravartin kings; the others borrow the Buddha's miraculous 
power [in order to go to him]. 

Question. - Humans are carried in the womb for ten months, suckled for three years and fed for ten years; 
only after that can they support themselves. It is said, by the power ( anubhdva ) of the Buddha, beings in 
the three bad destinies (durgati) and the eight difficult conditions ( aksana ), all obtain deliverance ( vimukti ), 


Cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 292: dharmata khalu devaputrasya va devakany ay .... cyutah kutropapannah kena 
karmaneti. - Kosavyakhya, p. 413: aciropapannasya devaputrayasya trmi cittani .... kutropapannah kena karmand. 

723 It is not rare that Indian newspapers report the case of young children who remember their immediately preceding 

lifetime. 

794 

,z/+ Notably the rddhyabala of moving rapidly from one place to another. 
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are reborn among gods or humans, and go to the Buddha. It may be so for the gods but it is impossible for 
humans; indeed, how could they walk [as soon as they are born]? 

Answer. - In the five destinies ( gati ), living conditions differ: 

1 ) Gods and hell beings ( naraka ) are all apparitional beings ( upapdduka ). 

2) Pretas are of two kinds, born from a placenta ( jarayuja ) or apparitional ( upapdduka ). 

3) Men ( manusya ) and animals ( tiryagyoni ) are of four kinds: born from an egg ( andaja ), born from 
exudation ( samsvedaja ), apparitional ( upapdduka ) or born from a placenta {jarayuja).125 

a) Born from an egg, e.g., the thirty-two sons of P'i cho k'ia mi k'ie lo mou (Visakha Mrgaramata): 
Visakha, their mother, gave birth to thirty-two eggs which on breaking open, released thirty-two boys who 
all were strong men;726 the oldest of them was Mrgara. Visakha obtained the fruit of the threefold Path. 

b) Born of exudation, for example, Yen lo p'o li (Amrapall), chief courtesan ( vesydgra ) who gave birth to a 
cakravartin king, etc.727 

c) Apparitional beings: thus, when the Buddha was traveling with the four assemblies, in the group of nuns 
there was a bhiksunl named A lo p'o (Aramavasa) who appeared miraculously on this earth.728 Moreover, 
the people born at the beginning of the cosmic peiod {prdthamakalpika ) were all apparitional beings. 

d) Born from a placenta: this is the usual birth for humans. 

[118 b] People of apparitional birth {upapdduka, as an emanation), being full-grown at birth, are able to go 
to the Buddha. There are people who have obtained the abhijnas as reward {vipdka) and who are able to go 
to the Buddha [by themselves]; others also are able to go to the Buddha because the latter lends them his 
power of abhijna. 




??5 These are the four "wombs' or yoni which are listed in DTgha, III, p. 230; Majjhima, I, p. 73; Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 8, 
p. 50c; Milinda, p. 146; Visuddhimagga, p. 552, 557; Mahavyutpatti, np.2279-2282. To illustrate these four types of birth, 
the Karanaprajnapti in Tibetan (Lav., Cosmologie, p. 345-346), Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 120, p. 626c-627a) and Kosa (III, p. 
28) have gathered a long series of examples. The Mpps mentions the cases of Visakha, Amrapali and Aramavasa. 

226 The thirty-two eggs of Visakha: Dulva, III, p. 126- 131 (Csoma-Feer, p. 173-174); Rockhill, Life, p. 71; Schiefner- 
Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 125. 

22? Amrapall was born from the stem of a banana tree as is told at length in the Nai nin k'i yu yin yuan king, T 553 (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 325-329); Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 85. - But Amrapall is the mother of JTvaka, not 
of a cakravartin king. 

?28 As her name indicates, this nun 'dweller in a hennitage' was bom in a hennitage, her head shaven and clothed in 
ochre robes 
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Sutra'. In the universes of the ten directions, universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, the earth 
shook similarly in six ways. The damned ( naraka ), the pretas, the animals ( tiiyak) and the other inhabitants 
of the eight difficult conditions ( aksana ) were at once liberated ( vimukta ) and reborn among the gods of the 
six classes. 

Sdstra: Question. - Beings, infinite ( apramdna ) and innumberable (asamkhyeya ), form a considerable 
number just in the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; why does the Buddha also address himself to beings in 
the universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges? 

Answer. - The power of te Buddha ( buddhabala) is immense (apramdna)'. it is a trifle for him to save the 
beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu: this is why he addresses himself also [to the beings] of the 
ten directions. 

Question. - If, by his great power, the Buddha Sakyamuni saves the ten directions as a whole, why are 
other Buddhas still needed [to save beings]? 

Answer. - 1 ) Because beings are infinite (apramdna) in number and do not all ripen (paripakva) at the 
same time. 

2) Furthermore, causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) vary for each being. Thus it is said in the system of 
the sravakas: "In the Cho li fou yin yuan (Sariputravadana), disciples become separated from Sariputra;729 
if the Buddhas cannot save them, how could others do so?" 

3) Furthermore, here it is a matter only of universes of the east equal in number to the sands of a single 
Ganges; we are not speaking of universes as numerous as the sands of two, three, four, up to a thousand 
prabhedakoti of Ganges. 

4) Finally, universes (lokadhdtu ) are infinite (ananta) and unlimited (apramdna) in number. If they were 
finite and limited, the number of beings would be exhausted. This is why the Buddhas must save the 
innumerable universes of the ten directions. 




Sutra: Then, amongst the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadathu, those who were blind from birth 
were able to see (jdtyandhdh pasyanti sma), the deaf began to hear (badhirdh srnavanti sma ), the mute 
began to speak (mukd bhdsanti sma), the insane became rational (unmattdh smrtim pratilabhante sma), the 
distracted recovered their attentiveness (viksiptacittd ekdgracittd bhavanti sma), those who were naked 
received clothing (nagnas cfvardni pratilabhante sma), those who were hungry and thirsty had their bowls 


729 


This perhaps concerns the schism of Kausambi in which Sariputra had to intervene (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 354). 
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filled {jighatsitah purnapatra bhavanti sma), the sick recovered their health ( rogasprsta vigataroga 
bhavanti sma), the crippled regained their wholeness ( hfnendriydh paripurnendriya bhavanti sma). 730 

Sdstra : Beings are subject to hundreds of thousands of sufferings (, duhkha ); if the Buddha uses miraculous 
power ( rddhibala ), why does he not liberate them from all of these sufferings? 

Answer. - All sufferings are suppressed, but here only the most serious ( sthula) ones are spoken of in brief. 
Similarly, in order to designate all the fetters ( samyojana ), they are spoken of, as a whole, as the three 
poisons {trivisa). 

I. Question. - It would suffice to say that 'the blind' obtained their sight; why specify 'those blind from 
birth'? 

Answer. - Because in their previous existences, those born blind ( purvajanma) were great sinners. If great 
sinners can thus recover their sight, what about minor sinners? 

Question. - What grave sin {sthuldpatti) have they committed in their previous lives in order to be blind 
from birth today? 

Answer. - They have gouged out or torn out someone's eyes, or destroyed someone's correct view 
{samyagdrsticaksus) by saying that sin ( dpatti) and merit (punya ) do not exist. After death, these people 
fall into hell (niraya), then, [being reborn] in the form of humans, their sins make them blind from birth. - 
Moreover, stealing lights or lamps (pradfpa) from a stupa of the Buddha, arhat [118c] arhat or 
pratyekabuddha, ruining the lamps in other fields of merit (punyaksetra) are also actions of previous lives 
( purvajanmakarman ) that cause the loss of sight [in the course of a future lifetime]. 

But one may lose one's sight during the present lifetime ( ihajanma ) as a result of sickness ( vyddhi ) or 
because of being beaten ( prahdra): those are actual causes. 

Only the Buddha is able to restore sight to the 96 eye-sicknesses that king Cho na kia lo (Jnanakara) could 
not cure; first he gives them back their sight, then he makes them find the wisdom eye (prajndcaksus). It is 
the same for the deaf who recover their hearing. 

II. Question. - If there are those who are blind from birth, why does the sutra not speak of those who are 
deaf from birth? 

Answer. - Because those who are blind from birth are more numerous than those who are deaf from birth. 
Question. - What are the causes of deafness? 

Answer. - 1) Deafness has [the actions] of the previous life as cause. To reject or transgress the instructions 
of one's teacher {dcdiya) or one's father (pitr) and to rebel against them is a sin {dpatti) which will result in 
deafness. To cut off or tear out someone's ear, to ruin a gong {gandi ), a bell {dhantd), a conch {sahkha) or a 
dram {dundubhi) of a stupa of the Buddha of the samgha of good men or of any field of merit 


730 Similar exposition in Pancavimsati, p. 9-10; Satasahasrika, p. 18-19; Lalitavistara, p.278-279; Suvarnaprabhasa, ed. 
Nobel, p. 8-9; Mahavyutpatti, no. 6036-6309. 
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( punyaksetra ) are also sins ( apatti ) which in turn lead to deafness. These various actions of a previous 
lifetime ( purvajanmakarman ) are the causes of deafness in a future lifetime. 

2) In the present lifetime (; ihajanma ), one can lose one's hearing as a result of sickness ( vyadhi ), or being 
beaten ( prahdra ), and other similar things: those are the actual causes. 

III. Question. - The mute ( muka ) cannot speak. What sins ( apatti) have they committed in order to be 
mute? 

Answer. - 1 ) They have cut out someone's tongue or choked someone; they have made someone unable to 
speak by means of an evil herb; hearing the instructions of their teacher ( dcdiya ) or the orders of their 
father, they have cut off their speech and not followed their advice; acting in bad ways, they did not believe 
in sin or merit and opposed correct speech ( samyagvdc ). Condemned to hell, when they are reborn in 
human form, they are mute, unable to speak. Those are the various causes that make someone mute. 

IV. Question. - [The sutra says] that the insane become rational ( unmattdh smrtim pratilabhante sma ); why 
is one insane? 

Answer. - For having committed the following sins in the course of previous lifetimes: molesting someone 
deep in dhyana, destroying the monastery of meditators ( dhyayin ), deceiving people by means of spells 
{mantra) in order to inspire them to hatred, anger or sensual desires. 

In the present lifetime {ihajanma) [insanity is caused by] the heaviness of the fetters {samyojanaguruta). 
Thus the brahmin, who had lost his rice field (read tao t'ien, sasyaksetra, instead of fan t'ien) and whose 
wife had died, had a fit of madness and fled completely naked. - The bhiksunl Tch'e cho k'ie kiao t'an 
(Krisaka gautaml), while she was still a lay-person ( avaddtavasand ), lost her seven sons; the sadness made 
her lose her reason and she became insane.731 Extremely irritable people, unable to contain themselves, 
become completely insane. Mad people (mudha), by a sad mistake, cover their bodies with ashes 
{bhasman), tear out their hair {kesa), go about naked and eat dung {purfsa) in their madness.732 After a 
serious illness, a sickness of wind ( ydyuvyadhi) or a sickness of fire {tejovyddhi), people become insane. 
Others are insane because they are possessed by evil demons or because they have stupidly drunk rain 


731 The story of'Thin Gautaml', in Pali, KisagotamI, is especially well-known in the Pali sources: Therlgatha Comm., p. 
174 seq (tr. Rh. D., Sisters, p. 106-108); Apadana, II, p. 564-567; Dhammapadattha, II, p. 270-275; III, p. 432 (tr. 
Burlingame, Legends , II, p. 257-260: III, p. 165-166); Manoratha, I,p.378-381; Ralston-Schiefner, Tibetan Tales, p. 216- 
226. See J. H. Thiessen, Die legende von KisagotamI.\ Breslau, 1880. KisagotamI fled in dspair with her dead child in her 
anns. She came to the Buddha who promised to bring her child back to life if she brought him a mustard seed from a 
house where nobody had died. She sought in vain for such a house until she realized that 'the living are few and the dead 
are many' and that the Buddha had wanted to teach her the universality of death. Comforted, she entered the monastic 
order where she attained arhathood. 

This nun is different from KisagotamI, a young girl of Kapilavastu, known also under the name of MrgI who praised the 
future Buddha when he retumd to his palace, addressing to him the famous stanza: Nibuttd nuna sd mcita ... "Blessed truly 
the mother; blessed truly the father, blessed truly the wife who has such a husband as that." Cf. Nidanakatha, p. 60; 
Mahavastu, II, p. 157; Fo pen hing tsi king, T 190, k. 15, p. 724b; Tchong hiu mo ho ti king, T 191, k. 4, p. 944c; Ken pen 
chouo... p'o seng che, T 1450, k. 3, p. 114b. 

732 An allusion to the religious practices of the Nirgranthas. 
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water. 73 3 This is how one loses one's reason, and all these individuals are called insane. But when they 
succeed in seeing the Buddha, these madmen recover their reason. 

V. Question. - [The sutra adds that] distracted people regain their attentiveness [119a] ( viksipticittd 
ekdgracittd bhavanti sma) but the insane ( unmatta ) are also distracted. Why is there this distinction? 
Answer. - There are people who, without being insane, are often distracted. Attentiveness is like a monkey 
(markata); 734 when it is not fixed, there is distraction. Agitated and speedy, mind becomes attached 
(i abhinivisate ) to a crowd of objects; then one loses one's mental power ( cittabala ) and is unable to find the 
Path. 

Question. - What are the causes of distraction? 

Answer. - The attenuation of the functioning of good thoughts (kusalacitta pravrtti), the pursuit of evil 
(i akusaldnugama ): these are [the causes] of distraction. 

Furthermore, people do not consider ( na samanupasyanti ) the transitory nature ( anitya ) of things, or the 
signs of death (marananimitta) 735 or universal emptiness ( lokasunya ); they are attached to long life 
(i dvrghayus ), think only of their own business and are scattered in many ways: this is why they are 
distracted. 

Finally, they do not enjoy the inner joy ( ddhydtmika sukha) coming from the Buddhadharma; they seek the 
occasions of pleasure outwardly and pursue the causes of pleasure; this is why they are distracted. But 
when these distracted people come to see the Buddha, their attentiveness is fixed. 

VI. Question. - There are two kinds of madmen {unmatta), those who are recognized as such and those 
who, by a sad mistake, are naked without people considering them to be insane. 


733 xhe Xsa p'j y U x 207 (no. 17), p. 526b, (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 31) tells that in a foreign kingdom evil 
rains having fallen, all those who drank that water became mad after seven days. 

734 Canonical reference: Samyutta, II, p. 95 (Tsa a han, T 99, k. 12, p. 81 c 15): 'In the same way that a monkey ( makkata ) 
playing about in the forest, seizes one branch, then lets it go and seizes another (sakham ganhati tam muncitva annam 
gamhati), so what is called 'mind' or 'consciousness', appears and disappears in the perpetual alternation of day and 
night." 

735 SeeKosa, III, p. 134-136. 
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It is said that in southern India (daksinapatha) there was a Dharma teacher ( dharmacarya ) Kao tso 736 


^36 Kao tso may not be a proper name; these characters mean 'he who sits on a high seat' and probably translate the 
Sanskrit uccasane nisannah, which occurs in the Pali Patimokkha, 69th sekhiya (Vinaya, IV, p. 204): na nice asane 
nisiditva ucce asane nissinnassa agilanassa dhammam desessdmi: "I will not preach the Dharma while sitting on a seat 
lower than a man who is sitting on a higher chair, unless he is sick" and in the Sanskrit Sarvastivadin Pratimoksa, 92nd 
saiksa (L. Finot, Le Pratimoksasutra des Sarvastivadin , Extracts of JA, Nov.-Dec., 1913, p. 75; Mahavyutpatti, no. 8603; 
Che song pi k'ieou po lo y'i mou tch'a kiai pen, T 1436, p. 478a4: na niccdsane nisanna uccasane nisannasyaglanasya 
dharmam desaayisydmah. 

Therefore a kao-tso teacher is a teacher seated on a throne to teach. 

We know that the famous translator Dharmaraksa who came from a family of Scythian origin established at Touen 
Houang and who lived in the 3rd centruty, was the student of the Hindu Kao tso (Tchou Kao tso) whom he accompanied 
into the Western countries. Here again kao tso is an honorific title rather than a proper name. 

We should note that the Kao tso presented to us here by the Mpps is a native of southern India, that he converted the king 
and ensured his protection in an original way - by his actions rather than by words - and that he finally triumphed over the 
heretics. These three points constitute the outline of Nagarjuna's biography and, if indications were not so slight, I 
[Lamotte] could easily believe that Kao tso is none other than Nagarjuna. Nagarjuna was also a native of southern India 
(Andhra) and was a friend of king Satavahana. Many sources, more or less dependent on one another, tell us how he was 
converted; it was indeed in the manner of Kao tso: "When Nagarjuna came back from the nagas, the king of southern 
India, hill of wrong views, favored the tlrthikas and disputed the holy Dharma. In order to convert him, Nagarjuna 
appeared before him with a red flag for seven consecutive years. The king was astonished and asked who was this man 
before him. Nagarjuna replied: "I am omniscient ( sarvajnd )." The king was startled at these words and said: "An 
omniscient one is very rare; how can you prove that?" Nagarjuna answered: "If the king wishes to test my science, he 
must pay attention to my words..." The king then asked him what the devas were doing at that moment; Nagarjuna told 
him that the devas were fighting against the asuras. At that moment the king heard a sound as if someone were being 
choked. Not belieiving that this sound was coming from the devas, he said that that was no proof... Then at once a mass of 
shields, spears and weapons fell from the sky. The king then said: "Although these are certainly weapons, how do you 
know [that they come] from the devas fighting with the asuras?"... Immediately, severed hands, feet, ears and noses of the 
asuras fell from the sky... The king bowed his head and was converted. Some brahmins who were on the palace terrace 
cut their hair and took on the precepts {silo). From that time on Nagarjuna spread Buddhism widely in southern India, 
vanquished the tlrthikas and developed the Mahayana." 

This story is drawn from a biography of Nagarjuna attributed, wrongly, without a doubt, to Kumarajlva: the Long chou 
p'ou sa rchouan, T 2047, p. 186a-b; it is repeated by later biographies (Fou fa tsang yin yuan tchouan, T 2058, k. 5, p. 
318a-b; Fo tsou t'ong ki, T 2035, k. 5, p. 174c; Fo tsou li t'ong tsai, T 2036, k. 4, p. 503a-b) but its great antiquity is 
attested by a note of Kumarajlva inserted in the Tchou wei mo kie king, T 1775, k. 2, p.330, where the episode is 
summarized. 

The same sources tell also about a brahmin who, in discussion with Nagarjuna, produced a magic pool in the middle of 
which was a lotus with a thousand petals, and how Nagarjuna astounded him by creating a white elephant with six tusks 
that upset the pool. 

In the victory of Kao tso over the tlrthikas as it is told here in the Mpps, we see perfect agreement with the biographies of 
Nagarjuna written in the same spirit and with the same concerns. It would be rather tempting to identify Kao tso with 
Nagarjuna. If the latter is really the author of the Mpps, he was thus transmitting to us an anecdote in his own life 
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who preached the five precepts. In the crowd there were many heretics (tfrthika) who had come to listen, 
and the king of the country made some objections: "If as you say, those who provide liquor ( mrdvika ) or 
who drink liquor were punished with madness, among our contemporaries mad people would be more 
numerous than rational people. Now actually, mad men are rare and those of healthy mind are numerous. 
How can that be?" At once the heretics applauded ( sddhukdram dadati), saying: "This is a profound 
(gambhfra) objection. This Kao tso with the shaven head ( munda ) will not be able to answer it for the 
king's knowledge is sharp ( tiksnajnana )." Then the Dharma teacher, pointing his finger at the heretics, 
spoke about something else. The king understood but the heretics said to him: "The king's objection was 
profound; he has not answered. Ashamed of his ignorance, he just raises his finger and talks about 
something else." The king said to the heretics: "The Dharma teacher Kao tso has answered with his finger 
and that is all; he said nothing in order to spare you. By showing you his finger, he meant that you are the 
madmen and that madmen are not rare. You coat your bodies with ashes ( bhasman ) and you have no 
shame in going about naked; you fill human skulls ( kapdla ) with excrement ( purTsa ) and you eat it; you 
tear out your hair ( kesa ); you sleep on thorns ( kantaka ); you hang yourselves upside-down and you 
asphyxiate yourselves; you go into the water in winter; you roast yourselves in the fire in summer. All 
these practices are not the Path ( marga ), but signs of madness. According to your rules, selling meat 
(mdmsavikraya) or selling salt ( lavanavikraya ) are transgressions of the brahmin law; but in your temples, 
you accept oxen as gifts, you resell them and you claim to observe your law. But the ox is meat! Is it not 
wrong to deceive people thus? You claim that by going into the sacred rivers ( nadi ), all the stains of sins 
(i dpattimala ) are wiped out, but there is no reason [119b] why such a bath consitutes a sin or a merit. What 
wrong is there in selling meat or salt? You claim that a bath in holy rivers can wipe out sins, but if it wipes 
out sins, it would also wipe out merits; what is there that is holy in these rivers? These practices have no 
basis; attempting to justify them is madness. All these signs of madness are yours and it is to spare you that 
the Dharma teacher has shown you his finger and said nothing." 

That is what is called the madness of nudity. 

Moreover, some poor people ( daridra ) go about without clothes or their clothes are in tatters (read lan liu, 
120 nd 21, 120 and 11). It is by the power of the Buddha that they acquire clothing. 

VII. [The sutra says] that the hungry will be satisfied and the thirsty quenched. Why are they hungry and 
thirsty? 

Answer. - As a result of scarcity of merits ( punya ). In previous existences ( purvajanma ) there was no cause 
(hetu) and in the present existence ( ihajanma) there is no condition (pratyaya) for hunger and thirst 

Furthermore, people who, in their previous lifetimes, have stolen food from the Buddhas, the arhats, the 
pratyekabuddhas, their relatives or their families, will be hungry and thirsty because of the gravity of this 
fault even if they are living during the [golden] age of a Buddha. 

Question. - The cause of it is retribution of actions ( kannavipdka ) which varies for each case. Some 
people fufill the causes and conditions required to see a Buddha but do not fulfill the causes and conditions 


designating himself not by his name Long chou or Nagarjuna, but by his title: Fa che kao tso ‘the Dharma teacher on the 
throne', in Sanskrit uccasana dharmacatya. But this hypothesis is so risky that it hardly merits attention. 
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required to eat and drink. Others fulfill the causes and conditions required to eat and drink but do not fulfil 
the causes and conditions required to see a Buddha. It is like the black snake ( kdlasarpa) that sleeps while 
clasping the jewel at the top of its head ( cuddmani ). There are arhats who beg for their food and get 
nothing. 

Thus, at the time of the Buddha Kasyapa, two brothers left home (pravrajita ) in order to seek the Path 
(marga).131 The first observed the precepts (siladhara), recited the sutras ( sutrapathaka ) and practiced 
dhyana; the second solicited patrons ( ddnapati ) and cultivated meritorious actions (punyakarman ). When 
Buddha Sakyamuni appeared in the world, the first was born into a merchant's ( sresthin ) household and the 
second became a great white elephant (pdndaragaja ) whose strength conquered the enemies. The 
merchant's son left home (pravrajita ) to practice the Path. He became an arhat endowed with the six 
abhijnds but, as a result of his restricted merits, he obtained his food with difficulty when he begged. One 
day he entered into a city, bowl in hand, to beg his food, but he could not obtain anything. Coming to the 
stable of the white elephant, he saw that the king furnished the latter with everything in abundance.73 8 

He said to the elephant: "You and I together have committed sins (dosa, kilbisa)." The elephant was at 
once remorseful and spent three days without eating. Worried, its keepers set out to look for the monk and, 
having found him, asked: "What spell (mantra) have you placed on the king's white elephant that it is sick 
and does not eat?" He answered: "In a previous lifetime, this elephant was my younger brother; under the 
Buddha Kasyapa we left home (pravrajita ) together to practice the Path. I was satisfied to keep the 
precepts, recite sutras and practice dhyana, but I did not practice generosity (ddna); on the other hand, my 
brother limited himself to soliciting patrons ( ddnapati ) and making gifts; he did not observe the precepts 
and did not educate himself. Having thus renounced observing the precepts, reciting sutras and practicing 
dhyana, today he is this elephant; but because he was very generous, food (dhdra) and amenities [119c] 
(pariskara ) come to him in abundance. As for myself, I was content to practice the Path but I was not 
generous in making gifts; thus today, even though I have attained [the fruit] of arhathood, I am 
unsuccessful in getting any food when I beg."739 

This explains why causes and conditions (hetupratyaya) vary [for each individual] and why, although 
being born in [the golden] age of a Buddha, one may still be hungry and thirsty. 

Question. - How did these beings see their bowls filled (purnapdtrd bhavanti sma)l 

Answer. - Some say that the Buddha, by his miraculous power (rddhibala), created (nirmitfte) food that 
satisfied them. According to others, the Buddha's rays, on touching their bodies, suppressed their hunger 
and thirst. This is like the wish-fulfilling jewel (cintamani): those who think of it have neither hunger nor 
thirst. What then could be said of those who meet the Buddha? 


737 The s tory of the two brothers here is taken from Tsa p'i yu king, T 207 (no. 3), p. 523a (tr. Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 
4-6). 

738 According to Tsa p'i yu king, the king maintained this elephant in luxury and had assigned the revenue of a city of 
many hundreds of households to the elephant's maintenance. 

739 j n T sa p'i y U king, it was to the king that the monk made this explanation; the king's understanding was awakened 
and he released the monk. 
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VIII. [The sutra says that] the sick are cured (rogasprstd vigatarogd bhavanto sma). There are two kinds of 
sickness (r oga, vyddhi):140 

1) All kinds of illnesses are contracted as punishment ( vipdka ) of actions carried out in previous lifetimes 
( purvajanmakarman ). 

2) In the present lifetime, all kinds of illnesses are also contracted following sudden cold ( sfta ), heat (; usna ) 
or wind (vdyu). In the present lifetime, sicknesses are of two types: z) internal sicknesses 
(i ddhydtmikaroga ): disturbances of the five internal organs, coagulation, sickness due to the stars, etc.; ii ) 
external sicknesses ( bdhyaroga ): being crashed by a chariot, falling from a horse, being injured by 
weapons and other accidents of this kind. 

Question. - What are the causes of sickness? 

Answer. - For having devoted oneself in past lifetimes to all kinds of violence, e.g., beatings, pillage, 
imprisonment, etc., sicknesses are contracted in the course of the present lifetime. In the present lifetime, 
again all kinds of sickness are contracted due to lack of hygiene, wrong nourishment, irregularity of 
sleeping and rising. There are 404 different illnesses. These illnesses are cured by the Buddha's miraculous 
powers ( rddhibala ). What is said is as follows:741 


740 s ee Hobogirin, Byo, p. 155. 

741 In the Pali text (Vinaya, F P- 301-302) there is the story of the sick and abandoned monk whom the Buddha washed 
with his own hands: 

Tena kho pano samayena annatarassa bhikkhuno kucchivikarabadho hoti .... Anando padato uccaretva mancake 
nipatesum. 

The same story occurs in many texts: Tseng yi a han T 125, k. 30, p. 766b-767b; Cheng king, T 154 (no. 26), k. 3, p. 89b- 
90a; P'ou sa pen cheng man louen, T 160 (no, 11), k. 4, p. 342b-c; Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211, k. 2, p. 59lb-c; Wou fen liu, 
T 1421, k. 20, p. 139c; Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 28, p. 455a-457b; Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 41, p. 861b-c; Che song 
liu, T 1435, k. 28, p. 205a-b; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 1087, K. 6, p. 899b (tr. Beal, II, p. 5; Watters, Travels, I, p. 387). 
There are some differences among these stories: 

a. The scene takes place at SravastI in most of the sources , but in Ragagrha in T 125 and T 160 and in the kingdom of 
Hien t'i (154 and 8; 64 and 9) in T 211. Hiuan Tsang may have visited the stupa commemorating this cure, either NE of 
SravastI (according to the Si yu ki, l.c.) or NE of Rajagrha (according to the Che che yao lan, T 2127, k. 2, p. 306a). 

b. In T 125, the sick man calls to the Buddha for help and the Buddha hears his cry by means of his divine ear. 

c. The Buddha cures the sick man, sometimes without the aid of anyone else (T 211, T 1421, T 1428, T 1435, T 2087), 
sometimes with the help of Ananda (Pali Vinaya; T 1425) or Sakra (T 160 and Mpps) or Vaisramana and Sakra (T125). 

d. In three sources (T 154, T 211 and Mpps), the sickness and the abandonment of the monk is presented as the 
punishment for his evil conduct in past lifetimes. 

e. All the Vinayas (Pali Vinaya, T 1421, T 1425, T 1428, T 1435) add that the Buddha profited from the occasion by 
encouraging his monks to care for one another when they are sick; cf. Vinaya, I, p. 302: N'atthi te bhikkhave mata n'atthi 
pita .... so gilcinam upatthaheyya. 

"No longer, O monks, do you have a mother or father to care for you. If you do not care for one another, who will care for 
you? Whoever wishes to care for me must take care of sick people." 
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The Buddha was in the country of Cho p'o t'i (SravastI). A vaisya invited him and the samgha to take a 
meal at his house. There are five reasons ( hetupratyaya ) why the Buddha, staying in a vihara, would go for 
a meal: 1) He wishes to enter into samadhi; 2) He wishes to preach the Dharma to the devas; 3) He wishes 
to visit the monks' cells in the course of his walk; 4) He wishes to care for the sick monks ( gldnopasthdna ); 
5) He wants the monks who have not yet taken the precepts to take the precepta ( sflasdddna ). Then raising 
up the door-latch with his hand, the Buddha entered the bhiksus' cells; he saw a bhiksu who was sick and 
had no care-giver ( gldnopasthdyika ): unable to rise up from his bed, he carried out all his needs in his bed. 
The Buddha asked him: "Why, O unfortunate man, are you alone and without a care-giver?" The bhiksu 
answered: " Bhagavat, 1 am lazy by nature ( svabhdvdkdraka ) and, when the others were sick, I did not care 
for them; thus, now that I am sick, the others are not caring for me." The Buddha said to him: "My child, it 
is I who am going to take care of you." Then Che t'i p'o na min (Sakro devanam indrah) brought water 
( udaka ) and the Buddha, with his own hands, washed the sick man's body. When the washing was finished, 
all the sick man's sufferings had disappeared, his body and his mind were at peace (yogaksema ). Then the 
Bhagavat helped the sick bhiksu rise and go out of his cell, gave him clean garments, then he made him go 
back in, refresh his mattress ( mahcaka ) and sit down.Then he said to the sick bhiksu: "For a long time you 
have sought [120 a] indolently to attain that which you have not yet attained, to understand that which you 
have not yet understood. This is why you have had to undergo these sufferings and you will still have more 
to suffer." Hearing these words, the bhiksu said to himself: "The Buddha's loving-kindness is immense 
(i apramana ), his miraculous power incalculable ( asamkhyeya ). When he washed me with his hand, my 
sorrows immediately disappeared; my body and my mind rejoiced." 

This is how the sick are healed by the miraculous power of the Buddha. 

IX. [The siitra says that] the crippled recover their wholeness ( hmendritah paripumendriya bhavanti sma). 
Why are they crippled? 

1 ) In the course of their previous existences ( purvajanma ), these people had mutilated bodies ( kdya ), cut 
off heads ( siras ), hands and feet (pdnipdda ) and broken limbs ( kdyabhdga ). Or they had broken a statue of 
the Buddha ( buddhapratimd ) and torn off its nose ( ghrdna ); they had damaged a picture of a saint or 
broken the grindstone of their parents. For these sins they are often crippled ( aparipurnakdya ) when they 
take on a body. Furthermore, as punishment for their bad dharmas ( akusaladharmavipdka ), they are ugly 
(virupa) from birth. 


f. The Mtilasarvastivadin Vinaya, which does not seem to have this story, nevertheless recommends that the image of the 
Buddha himself taking care of a sick person (T 1451, k. 17, p. 283b) be painted in the monastery infirmaries. The Mpps 
once more shows its nature of being a compilation. It borrows its story from the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, (Che song liu, T 
1435, k. 28, p. 205a-b). At the start, it repeats it almost word-for-word until it incorporates a digression into the story 
where it is a matter of the five reasons why the Buddha, staying in a vihara, accepts an invitation from outside. Towards 
the end, it departs from its main source to mention the intervention of Sakra in the care given to the sick man (detail 
borrowed perhaps from Pen cheng man louen, T 160, or from Tseng yi a han, T 125) and to note that the sickness and the 
abandonment of the monk were punishments for his past actions (detail borrowed from the Cheng king, Y 154, or from 
the Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211). 
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2) In the present existence ( ihajanma ), they are victims of robbers ( caura ) or butchers ( ghdtaka ) and they 
are crippled because of all this. Or the sicknesses (v yddhi) of wind (vdyu), cold (sita) or heat ( usna ) causes 
them physical discomfort and parts of their bodies become infected; this is why they are crippled. But 
thanks to the Buddha's loving-kindness they recover their wholeness. 

Thus, for example, the servant of the Jetavana (jetavanaramika ) called Kien ti (Gandaka)742 [Gandaka in 
the Ts'in language means 'cut up']. He was the brother of king Po sseu ni (Prasenajit); he was handsome 
(i abhirupa ), kind ( bhadra ) and endowed with an excellent heart ( kalydndsaya ). A high court lady fell in 
love wih him, called him secretly and asked him to follow her, but Gandaka refused. The lady became very 
angry and slandered him to the king, placing the blame on him. 743 On hearing this, the king had him cut 
into pieces ( gandagandam ) and thrown into a cemetery ( smasana ). As he was not yet dead, a raksas tiger- 
wolf came during the night to feed him. 744 Then the Buddha came to him and shone his rays on him; his 
limbs reunited at once and his heart felt great joy.745 The Buddha preached the Dharma to him and he 
attained the threefold Path ( mdrgatraya ). Taking him by the hand, the Buddha led him to the Jetavana. 
Then Gandaka said: "My body was broken and abandoned; the Buddha has rejoined my limbs; I must 
dedicate my life to him. I give my body to the Buddha and to the samgha of bhikshus." The next day, on 
hearing of this event, king Prasenajit went to the Jetavana and said to Gandaka: "I am sorry for the mistake 
[I have committed] against you; indeed, you are not guilty, I have wrongly punished you; therefore I am 


742 Kien ti may well conceal an original Sanskrit Khandin which also means 'cut up', but Gandaka is attested by the 
Divyavadana, p. 155: He was originally called Kala, but 'as his body had been cut into pieces, his name was changed to 
Gandaka.' Indeed, Kien ti can easily conceal an original Ganda, because Kien (93 and 9) can as well translate gan as 
k(h)an, and ti (64 and 5) probably translates a final di[ka]\ Gandika. 

His story, told here, also occurs with some divergences in detail in the Divyavadana, p. 153-155 (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 154-156) and the Mulasarvmastivadin Vinaya, Ken pen chouo ... tsa che T 1451, k. 26,p. 330b-c. 

The same Gandaka, called Ganda in the Pali sources, appears also in another story. The gardener of king Prasenajit, he 
went one day to the palace to offer the king a ripe mango ( ambapakka). But meeting the Buddha on the way who was on 
his begging round, he offered it to him instead. The Buddha ate it at once and gave the seed ( atthi ) to Ananda to plant in 
the garden at the gate of the city. A tree grew out of it immediately to the height of one hundred cubits, laden with flowers 
and fruits. Cf. Jataka, IV, p. 264-265; Dhammapadattha, III, p. 206-208 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 41). It was at the 
foot of this mango tree, called Gandamba, that the Buddha accomplished the great miracle of SravastI (cf. Nidanakatha, p. 
88, Milinda, p. 349). 

743 j n ti le Divyavadana and the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.), the palace lady threw a garland of flowers ( sragddrna ) 
from the high terrace that fell onto Gandaka; the evil-meaning people went to tell the king that Gandaka had seduced one 
of his ladies. 

744 There is no mention of a tiger-wolf in the other sources. 

743 Here Gandaka is healed by the Buddha's light and this confirms the thesis to be established, that on contact with the 
Buddha's rays, the crippled recover their wholeness. But in the DTvya and the Mulasarvastvadin Vinaya (l.c.) the Buddha 
does not intervene directly in Gandaka's healing. He sends Ananda to restore the young man's hands and feet by 
pronouncing the phrase "Among all beings ... the Tathagata is foremost; among all dhannas .... detachment {virago) is 
foremost; among all assemblies ... the assembly of the Hearers of the Tathagata is foremost." Hardly had these words 
been pronounced than the body of the young man resumed its fonner condition and he attained the state of anagamin. 
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going to give you half of my kingdom as compensation." Gandaka answered: "I am satisfied, O king, you 
are not guilty either: it must be that way as punishment ( vipdka ) for faults [that I have committed] during 
my previous existences ( purvanivdsa ). But today 1 have given my body to the Buddha and the samgha; I 
will not return with you."746 

This is how the crippled who have lost their wholeness recover it when they receive the Buddha's rays. 
This is why [the sutra] says that the crippled recover their wholeness (hfnendriydh paripurnendriya 
bhavanti). They are reestablished as soon as they receive the Buddha's rays. 




[120 b] Sutra : All beings obtained the mind of equanimity (sarvasattvah samacitta bhavanti sma) by 
thinking of one another [with the feelings one would feel] for one's mother ( mdtr ), one's father ( pitr ), one's 
older brother ( bhrdtr ), one's younger brother (kamyabhrdtr), one's older sister ( bhagini ), one's younger 
sister ( kamvyabhagini ), one's relatives (jhdti ), or one's spiritual friend ( kalydnamitra ). They practiced the 
ten wholesome ways of acting ( dasakusalakarmapathasevinas ca bhavanti sma). Pure, remaining celibate, 
they were without faults ( sucayo brahmacdrino nirdmaydh) and were full of bliss like that experienced by 
a bhiksu in the third dhyana ( sarvasukhasamarpitd idrsam sukham pratilabhante sma tadyathdpi ndma 
trtyadhydnasamdpannasya bhiksuh). They approved of wisdom ( prajna ), keeping the precepts (sila), 
mastery of the self ( dama ) and non-violence towards beings (prdnibhutesu avihimsd).! 47 

Sdstra: Question.- These beings had not renounced desire ( avftardga ), were not concentrated ( asamdhita) 
and did not possess the four limitless ones (apramdnacitta); 748 how could they attain an evenness of mind 
(, samacittatd )? 

I. Answer. - This evenness ( samatd ) is not that of concentration; it is absence of hostility ( avaira ) and 
malice (avydpdda) towards all beings. Thanks to this evenness, they consider one another with good 
feelings. Concerning this mind of evenness ( samacitta ), it is said in a sutra: "What is samacitta ? It is to 
consider one another with the feelings one would feel for one's father or mother." 

Question. - Do they consider all beings indiscriminately as their father, mother, elder brother, younger 
brother, older sister or younger sister? 


746 -pijg DIvyavadana adds that he will retire into the Buddha's hermitage and that he will be the Buddha's servant 
( upasthdyaka ). 

747 Th e i as t phrase translates only imperfectly the original Sanskrit of the Pancavimsati, p. 10 and the Satasahasrika, p. 
19: tasminn eva ca samaye evamrupaya .... sadhu pranibhutsv avihimseti: "At that very moment, they were filled with 
such wisdom that they cried: “Long live mastery of the self! Long live the discipline! Long live the practice of the 
religious life! Long live non-violence towards animate beings!" 

748]sj ame iy ! loving-kindness ( maitri ), compassion (karma), joy (mudita) and equanimity ( upeksd ). 
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Answer. - No. They consider old people as their father and mother, large people as their elder brother, 
small people as their younger brother; similarly for elder or younger sister. By the power of samdcitta, 
everybody is considered as a relative ( jnati ). 

Question. - Why call father and mother somebody who is neither father nor mother, etc.? Why call 
somebody who is not a relative a relative? Is that not a falsehood ( mrsdvdda )? 

Answer. - In the course of innumerable generations, all beings have been one's father, mother, elder 
brother, younger brother, elder sister, younger sister and relative. Furthermore, according to the true nature 
(. satyalaksana ) of dharmas, there is no father or mother, no elder or younger brother; but people who are 
submerged in the error of self ( dtmaviparydsdbhinivista ) believe in their existence and thus there is the 
question of father and mother, elder and younger brother. Therefore it is not a lie when, by virtue of a 
wholesome mind ( kusalacitta ), we consider one another [with the feelings we would feel] for a father or 
mother. Finally, there are people who, out of interest, treat as a father someone who is not their father and 
as a mother someone who is not their mother. It is the same for elder brother, younger brother and children. 
There are people who send away their son when he is badly behaved and other families take him in and 
treat him as their own son. 

A stanza says: 

Consider another person's wife (parakalatra ) as a mother, 

Consider the welfare of another ( paradhana ) like fire, 

Consider all beings as your relatives, 

This is what is called the vision of evenness. 

II. [The sutra says that] all beings practice the ten good paths of action ( dasakusaladharmapathasevino 
bhavanti sma). 

1 ) The paths of bodily action ( kdyakannapatha ) are three in number: abstaining ( virati ) from murder 
( prdndtipdta ), theft ( adattdddna ), and wrongful sexual relations ( kdmamithydcdra ). 

2) The paths of vocal action ( vdkkarmapatha ) are four in number: abstaining from falsehood {mrsdvdda), 
slander ( paisunyavdda ), harmful speech ( parusyavdda ) and thoughtless speech {sambhinnapraldpa). 

3) The paths of mental action ( manaskarmapatha ) are three in number: abstaining from envy {abhidhyd), 
spitefulness (y ydpdda) and wrong views (mithyadrsti). 749 

Every path of action, from abstention from murder to abstention from wrong views, involves four 
subdivisions: not to kill beings oneself, not to order others to kill, praising ( prasamsa ) those who do not 
kill, rejoicing ( anumodand ) when one does not kill. 

[120 c] Question. - The last three paths of action, [abstaining from envy, spitefulness and wrong views] 
are not actions, whereas the first seven are actions. Then why speak of 'ten paths of action'? 


749 Th ese ten karmapatha are listed in the same way in Anguttara, V, p. 261, 266-267; Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1052), k. 37, 
p. 274c; Mahavyutpatti, no. 1685-1698; Kosha, IV, p. 168. See Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. kammapatha. 
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Answer. - Because they are often resorted to, they are rightly called 'paths of action'. Although the last 
three may not be actions, they can give rise to actions; this is why they are called paths of action as a whole 
(samasatah). 

III. [The sutra continues]: "Pure, observing chastity, they are without fault" ( sucayo brahmcdrino 
niramayah). 

Question. - We have just said that these beings practiced the ten wholsome paths of action and the 
argument is satisfactory. Why add that they are pure and practice chastity? 

Answer. - There are beings who practice the ten wholsome paths of action and who have not cut through 
their sensual desire. Here we are also praising those who observe the conduct of king Brahma 
(brahmacarya, in the sense of chastity). Because they have cut through lust, [the sutra] says that they are 
'pure, chaste and without fault'. People who practice impurity have an ugly malodorous body. This is why 
we praise those who have cut through their sensual desire by saying that they are without fault ( nirdmaya ). 

IV. [The sutra says] that they were full of bliss ( sarvasukhasamarpita ). 

Question. - What is bliss ( sukha )? 

Answer. - This bliss is of two types, internal bliss ( ddhydtimkasukha ) and the bliss of nirvana 
( nirvanasukha ). This bliss is not the result of the five coarse objects (rajas-). This mental bliss ( cittasukha ) 
is like water from a spring that gushes forth spontaneously from the rocks and does not come from the 
outside. By practicing the mind of evenness ( samacitta ), by observing chastity (brahmacarya), by 
practicing the ten wholesome paths of action (dasakusalakarmapatha), one is pure (suci) and faultless: this 
is what is called internal bliss. 

Question. - To what realm (dhdtu) does this bliss belong? Does it belong to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu), 
the form realm (rupadhdtu) or the formless realm ( drupyadhdtu )? 

Answer. - This bliss both belongs to and does not belong to the desire realm (kdmadhdtu)-, it does not 
belong to the form realm or the formless realm. The sutra says that it is 'like that experienced by a bhiksu 
entered into the third dhyana' (tadyathapi ndma trtyadhydnasamdpannasya bhiksoh). If this bliss belonged 
to the form realm ( rupadhdtu ), the sutra would not have used this comparison ( upamdna ); that is why we 
know that it does not belong to the form realm. It is a matter here of a mind of the desire realm 
(kdmadhdtucitta) that produces a joy filling the entire body; it is like a warm joy that floods the body, 
makes it flexible (snigdha), soft and happy (sukha). Those who are without bonds (anavacara) discover 
the nature (laksana) of Prajnaparamita; they see that all dharmas are unborn (anutpanna) and unceasing 
(aniruddha); they acquire real wisdom (prajnd) and their mind is without attachment (asahga). The bliss of 
the signless (dnimittasukha) is the absence of bonds. 

Question. - The Buddha has said that nirvana is the supreme bliss (nirvanam paramam sukham);7 50 why 
do you speak here about the bliss of the third dhyana ( trtryadhdnasukha )? 


750 p or exam ple, i n the well-known stanza of the Magandiyasutta (Majjhima, I, p. 508; Tchong a han, T 26, k. 38, p. 
672b): 
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Answer. 751 - There are two types of bliss, the bliss that involves feeling ( saveditasukha ) and the bliss that 
involves the abandonment of feeling ( veditanirodhasukha ). In the latter, the five aggregates 
(pahcaskandha) are completely eliminated and there is no further rebirth; this is the bliss of nirvana- 
without-residue (nirupadhisesanirvanasukha). But the bliss of the mind ( cittdnanda ) that suppresses 
displeasure ( arati ) and the afflictions ( klesa ) is called pleasant feeling ( sukhavedana ) and the fullness of 
the pleasant feeling ( sukhavedanaparipuri ) occurs in the third dhyana. This is why [the bliss which these 
people experience] is compared to that of the third dhyana. 

Question. - The first and second dhyanas involve a pleasant feeling as well: why does the sutra speak only 
of the third dhyana? 

Answer. - Bliss is lesser ( avara ), medium ( madhya ) and greater ( agra ). The lesser bliss is that of the first 
dhyana, the medium bliss is that of the second dhyana, the greater bliss is that of the third dyana. 

In the first dhyana it is twofold: the faculty of pleasure ( sukhendriya ) and the faculty of satisfaction 
( saumanasayendriya ), namely, the faculty of pleasure associated with the [first] five consciousnesses 
(pahcavijhanasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) and the faculty of satisfaction associated with the mental 
consciousness ( manovijhdnasamprayukataka saumansasyendriya). 

[121 a] In the second dhyana, there is the faculty of satisfaction associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka saumasyendriya). 

In the third dhyana there is the pleasure associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka sukhendriya). 

In all the threefold world (traidhdtuka), with the exception of the third dhyana, this faculty of pleasure 
associated with the mental consciousness is absent. The [first] five consciousnesses (pahcavijhdna) are 
unable to conceive ( vikalpand) things; they do not know their names (ndma) or their symbols (samketa) or 
their marks ( nimitta ). At the moment it is produced, the visual consciousness ( caksurvijhdna ) is like a first 
indication; but it is the mental consciousness arising later [that knows the thing]. This is why the faculty of 
pleasure associated with the first five consciousnesses (pahcavijhanasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) is 
unable to perfect ( paripr ) happiness; it is the faculty of pleasure associated with the mental consciousness 
(manovijhdnasamprayuktaka sukhendriya) that perfects bliss. Consequently if, in the third dhyana, the 
qualities (guna) are few in number, bliss (sukha) abounds. It is not vimoksa, abhibhvayatana or 
krtsnayatana which surpasses this third dhyana, for they themselves lack this bliss. This is why the sutra 
compares the [bliss of these beings] to that experienced by a bhikshu in the third dhyana. 

V. [The sutra says]: "They approve of wisdom ( prajhd ), keeping the precepts (silo), mastery of the self 
(dama) and non-violence toward others (prdnibhutesv avihimsd).” 

Question. - Having spoken of the bliss [which they experience], why does the sutra say that they approve 
of wisdom? 


Arogyaparamd labha nibbanam paramam sukharn / 
citthahgiko ca magganam khemam amatagdminam // 

751 p or qq s en q re explanation, see Kosa, VIII, p. 150 seq., where there are some refereces. 
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Answer. - Those who have not found bliss ( sukha ) can still acquire qualities ( guna ); but when they have 
found it, attachment to bliss ( sahgasukha ) dominates and they no longer acquire qualities. This is why, 
immediately after this bliss, they set their minds to the approval of wisdom Those who approve wisdom 
keep the precepts, master themselves and do no harm to others. 

Question. - Keeping the precepts is 'mastering oneself and 'not harming others'; why add this useless 
comment? 

Answer. - Purity of body and sppech ( kdyavdkkausalya ) constitutes 'keeping the precepts'; setting one's 
mind on the wholesome is 'mastering oneself and also 'not harming others'. All these qualities are included 
in the section on morality ( sflaskandha ), the section on concentration ( samddhiskandha ) and the section on 
wisdom ( prajndskandha).! 52 Keeping the precepts constitutes the sflaskandha ; mastering oneself 
constitutes the samddhiskandha ; not harming others - loving-kindness ( maitrf) in the course of dhyana and 
other qualities (guna) - constitutes the prajndskanda. 

Question. - Nobody boasts about hating the precepts. Why does the siitra say that the beings [whom it 
praises here] approve the observing of the precepts? 

Answer. - There are some brahmins attached to worldly things ( lokadharmdsakta ) who say: "Leaving 
home, observing the precepts, those are the deeds of a casteless person. Dedicating one's life to acquiring 
wealth (dhana) and accumulating qualities (guna), that is what is good. How can a mendicant ( pravrajita ) 
who begs for his food and makes no personal effort acquire qualities?" This is how they criticize those who 
keep the precepts. 

There are also people attached to political institutions who criticize the partisans of self-mastery (dama). 
They say: "People should govern the world by law. Rewarding good and punishing evil is an inviolable 
principle. There is great profit in never forgetting to pay respect to one's parents, establishing laws and 
helping one's neighbor. Why should one be limited to improving oneself, mastering oneself, without doing 
anything about putting the disordered world into order, or helping those in need?" This is how they 
criticize the partisans of self-mastery. 

Finally, there are people who criticize the partisans of non-violence towards beings (prdnibhfitesv 
avihimsd) by saying: "They do not punish the wicked, they [121b] do not arrest thieves or chastise rogues; 
they show no severity towards the guilty; they are unable to repel an offense or put aside difficulties. What 
is the use of preserving profitless silence?" This is how they criticize the partisans of non-violence toward 
beings. They also say: 

Why does a man without energy 

Come into the world? 

He does not avoid his own difficulties. 

He is like a wooden statue fixed in the ground. 

75“ These three skandhas, sila, samadhi and prajhd are the three elements constituting the Path. See for example 
Anguttara, I, p. 291. 
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With evil words like these, they criticize non-violence toward beings. 

But the gods and men [with whom the sutra is concerned] all approve of wisdom, observation of the 
precepts, mastery of oneself and non-violence toward beings. Practicing these good dharmas, [they enjoy] 
peace of body and mind ( kdyacittayogaksema ) and the fearlessnesses ( vaisdradya ); they are without worry 
and without anger; they have a good reputation; they are beloved by people; they are going towards entry 
into nirvana. When their life reaches its end and they think about their merits, they feel neither sorrow nor 
remorse. If they do not attain nirvana, they are reborn in the Buddha universes or in the heavens ( svarga ). 
This is why the sutra say that they approve wisdom, keeping the precepts, self-mastery and non-violence 
toward beings. 


ACT VI 

Sutra'. Then the Bhagavat, seated on the lion-seat, mastered the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu by his 
brilliance, his color, his beauty and his splendor, and extended [his domination] as far as universes of the 
ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, in the same way that Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, surpasses all the mountains by its brilliance, its color, its beauty and its splendor (Atha khalu 
Bhagavdms tasminn eva simhasane nisannah imam trisahasramahasahasram lokadhdtum abhibhuya 
tisthati... dbhayd varnena sriyd tejasd ca, ydvad dasadiksu gahgdnadTvblukopamdn lokadhatun abhibhuya 
tisthati. tadyathdpi ndma Sumeruhparvatarajah sarvaparvatan abhibhuya tisthati... dbhayd varnenasriya 
tejasd ca). 

Sdstra : Question.- By means of what power ( bala ) does he thus dominate all beings with his brilliance, 
beauty and splendor? The cakravrtin kings, the devas and the aryas also have power, brilliance and beauty; 
why speak only of the Buddha's superiority here? 

Answer. - Although these aryas have brilliance and beauty, theirs are limited like the stars that are dimmed 
and disappear at sunrise (suryodaya). For numberless [k. 9, 121c] asamkhyeyakalpas the Buddha has 
accumulated great qualities and all the accumulations ( sambhdra ); and because his merits ( hetupratyaya ) 
are great, his retribution ( vipdkaphala ) also is great. This is not the case for other men. 

Moreover, from age to age the Buddha has practiced the austerities ( duskaracaryd ) beyond measure or 
limit; unceasingly he has sacrificed his head, his eyes, his marrow and a fortiori, his kingdom, his wealth, 
his wife and his children. Having, from age to age, cultivated all types of morality (silo), patience ( ksdnti ), 
energy (virya), dhyana, and acquired incomparable ( anupama ), pure ( visuddha ), unchangeable ( avikdta ) 
and inexhaustible ( aksaya ) wisdom ( prajna ), his accumulations ( sambhdra ) were complete. By the power 
of retribution, he has obtained [as result] an incalculable powerful superiority. This is why we have said 
that when the merits are large, the reward also is large. 

Question. - If the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of the Buddha is immense, if his beauty and grandeur are 
ineffable ( avdchaya ), why would he have to undergo the retribution of the nine sins (navdppativipdka)? 753 


753 


First, here is a series of references to these nine torments of the Buddha of which the majority were illnesses: 
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1) SundarVs slander. - At the instigation of the heretics, Sundarl went to the Jetavana in the evening, announcing to those 
who questioned her that she was going to spend the night in the Buddha's cell. Actually, she went to stay in the 
parivrajakas' monastery, but the next day she made it appear as if she was coming back from the Jetavana. After a few 
days, the heretics had her killed and hid her body under a heap of rubbish near the Jetavana; then they announced her 
disappearance to king Prasenajit. A search was carried out and the corpse of Sundarl was found near the Gandhakuti cell 
of the Buddha. The heretics placed her body on a litter and carried it about in the city of Sravasti, crying: "See the work 
of the Sakya monks!" The bhiksus were all insulted, but the Buddha annouced to them that the public uprising would end 
in seven days. The murderers were found by the king and confessed having been hired by the heretics who were forced to 
retract their accusation against the Buddha and his monks. 

Pali sources: Udana. p/ 43-45 (tr. Seidenstiicker, p. 66-69); Apadana, p. 229, v. 6; Jataka, II, p. 415-417 (tr. Burlingame, 
Legends, III, p. 189-191); Udana Comm., p. 256; Suttanipata Comm., II, p. 528. 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 1), k. 1, p. 164b- 165c; Yi tsou king, T 198 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 176b-177c; Ta 
pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p. 54cl8; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b, (where Sundarl is called Sundaranandl); 
Po king tch'ao, T 790, p. 729bl; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 95a5 (where Sundarl is called Mei yong); 
Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 899c (re. Beal, II, p. 7-8; tr. Watters, I, p. 389). 

2) Slander by Cinca. - See above. 

3) Rock thrown by Devadatta. - Pali sources: Vinaya, II, p. 193 (tr. Rh. D.- Oldenberg, III, p. 243): atha kho Devadatto 
Gijjhakutam abhiruhitvcimahantam .... bhagavatopdde ruhiram uppadesi. - Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 136 (tr. Rhys Davids, I, 
p. 193). 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 7), k. 2, p. 170b-c; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1055c; Ken pen 
chouo... yao che T 1448, k. 18, p. 94al3; Fa hien, tr. Legge p. 83; Hiuan tsang in Watters, Travels, II, p. 152; Yi tsing in 
Chavannes, Religieux eminents, p. 155. 

4) Wound caused by khadira thorn. - Dasabala Kasyapa took care of the Buddha's foot wounded by an acacia thorn. 
Sanskrit sources: $addarsanasamuccaya, ed. Suall, p. 26: Sugatah kadacid bhiksam atatyamdnah .... pdde viddho 'smi 
bhiksavah. 

Pali source: Apadana, I,p. 300, v. 22. 

Chinese sources: Hing k'i hing king, T 107 (no. 6), k. 1, p. 168a-l70b; Tsapao tsang king, T. 203 (no. 80), k. 7, p. 481a-b 
(tr. Chavannes, Contes, III, p. 78); Ta pao tsi king, T 310, k. 28, p. 154cl4; P'ou sa chou t'ai king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b; 
Ken pen chou... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94bl4. 

5) Headache. - The Buddha suffered a headache at the time of the massacre of the Sakyas by Virudhaka, in Pali 
Vidudabha. The Pali sources, which essentially are confirmed by the Sanskrit and Chinese sources, tell that Pasenadi, 
king of Kosala, had a son, Vidudabha, whose mother was a young slave named Vasabhakhattiya, the natural daughter of 
Mahanaman, the successor to Suddhodana at Kapilavastu. Vasabhakhattiya had been fraudulently affianced by the 
Sakyas. When the trick was subsequently discovered and Vidudabha was treated as 'the son of a slave' by the Sakyas, he 
vowed to avenge himself. With the help of his general DIgha Karayana, he dethroned his father Pasenadi, who fled from 
Sravasti to take refuge with his fonner enemy Ajatasattu. Vidudabha marched against Kapilavastu and, despite the 
intervention of the Buddha who three times succeeded in stopping the operations, he finally took the city and massacred 
the entire Sakya clan. But he himself perished miserably as a result. In the Sanskrit sources, Vidudabha, his mother 
Vasabhakhattiya and his minister DIgha Karayana, appear under the names of Virusaka, Malika (or Mallika) and DIrgha 
Carayana respectively. 

The story of the massacre of the Sakyas may be found: in Pali, in Jataka, IV, p. 144-153, and Dhammapadattha, I, p.337- 
361 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, II, p. 30-46; - in Sanskrit, in Avadanakalpalaya: ch. XI, Virudhakavaddna (vol. I, p. 352- 
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393); in Chinese, in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 26, p. 690a-693c; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152 (no. 54), k. 5, p. 30b-32a (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 202-212); Fa kiu p'i yu king, T 211, k. 1, p. 583b; Tch'ou yao king, T 212, k. 3, p. 624b-625a; 
Liaou li wang king, T 513, vol. XIV, p. 783b-785b; Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 21, p. 141; Ken pen chouo... tsa che, T 1451, 
k. 8-9, p. 239b-242a; Fa hien, tr. Legge, p. 67; Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 6, p. 900b and p. 901b-c (tr. Watters, 
Travels, I, p. 395-396; II, p. 8-9); - in Tibetan in Rockhill, Life, p. 112-122. 

The headache from which the Buddha suffered on this occasion is mentioned in Apadana, I, p. 300, v. 24; Udana Comm., 
p. 264; Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, k. 5, p. 31b3-4; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 166c-167a; P'ou sa chou t'ai 
king, T 384, k. 7, p. 1056b; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18,p. 96c9. 

6) Eating horse feed. - See above. 

7) Backache. - The brahmin Devahita had to heal the Buddha when he suffered from a backache caused by a disturbance 
of the wind element. He had Upavasa massage him with warn water. 

Sources: Samyutta, I, p. 174-175 (tr. Geiger, I, p. 173-274); Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 1181), k. 44, p. 4319b; T 100 (no. 95), k. 
5, p. 407b; Hing k'i hing king, T 197 (no. 3), k. 1, p. 167c-168a; Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 18, p. 96c23 (tr. 
Chavannes, Contes, II, p. 423-424); Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 26, p. 249c; DTgha, III, p. 209; Majjhima, I, p. 354; 
Samyutta, IV, p. 184. 

8) Six years of austerities. - A well-known period in the Buddha's life; see the fine study of the sources by J. Dutoit, Die 
Duskaracatya des Bodhisattva, Strassburg, 1905. 

9) Return with empty bowl. - See above. 

The Mpps will return to these sufferings endured by the Buddha at k. 27, p. 261a. 

From this brief summary of the sources, we see that the most authentic texts attribute a series of sufferings and illnesses to 
the Buddha. How can such a perfect being be subject to suffering? This is a problem which scholasticism has attempted to 
answer. 

a. The first explanation, and the one most conforming to the theory of retribution of actions, is that by these tonnents and 
sicknesses, the Buddha was expiating the faults of his previous existences. This is the explanation given in various texts: 
The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 18, p. 94-96, tells a series of misdeeds of which the Buddha was guilty in his 
earlier lifetimes and which, in the course of his last lifetime, earned him the following inconveniences: ( 1 ) Rock thrown 
by Devadatta (p. 94a); (2) Wound caused by a thorn (p. 94b); (3) Return with empty bowl (p. 94c); ( 4) Slander by Sundarl 
(p. 95a); (5) Slander by Cinca (p. 95b); ( 6) Eating horse feed (p. 96a); (7) Six years of austerities (p. 96b); (8) Illnesses (p. 
96b); ( 9 ) Headache (p. 96c); {10) Backache (p. 96c). Same list of misdeeds in the Pali Apadana; I, p. 299-301, section no. 
387, entitled Pubbakammapiloto. They earned the Buddha the following punishments: ( 1 ) Slander by Sundarl (v. 6); (2) 
Slander by Cinca (v. 9); (3) Rock thrown by Devadatta (v. 16); ( 4 ) Hired assassins sent by Devadatta to kill the Buddha 
(v. 18; cf. Vinaya, II, p. 191-193); (5) Nalagiri, the elephant, sent against the Buddha by Devadatta (v. 20; a famous 
often-told episode, e.g., Vinaya, II, p. 194-196; Jataka, V, p. 333-337; Avadanasataka, I, p. 177-181; {6) Wound caused 
by thorn (v. 22); (7) Headache (v. 24); (8) Eating horse feed (v. 26); (9) Backache (v. 27); {10) Dysentery (v. 28); {11) 
Six years of austerities (v. 30). Kang Mong siang, a monk of Sogdian birth who went to China to Lo Yang in 194 A.D., 
translated into Chinese a sutra entitled Hing k'i hing king (T 197) which, according to some catalogues, is a text of the 
Samyuktapitaka. This work contains ten stories telling the earlier actions which the Buddha had to expiate in the course 
of his last lifetime by ten sufferings: (7) Sundaffs slander (T 197, p. 164); (2) Slander by Cho mi po (p. 166); (3) 
Headache (p. 166); (4) Rheumatism (p. 167); (5) Backache (p. 167); {6) Wound by thorn (p. 168); (7) Rock thrown by 
Devadatta (p. 170); ( 8 ) Cinca's slander (p. 170); (9) Eating horse feed (p. 170); {10) Six years of austerities (p. 172). 

It was most certainly from these works or other similar works that the objections raised in the Mpps were borrowed for 
the "List of nine sins" of the Buddha. 
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1 ) The brahmacarim Souen t'o li (Sundari) slandered ( abhyakhyati ) the Buddha, and five hundred arhats 
wiped out the slander. 


All these texts agree that the Buddha, despite his perfection, remained subject to retribution for his past actions or, as the 
Divyavadana expresses it, "The Victorious Ones themselves are not freed from their actions" ( karmabhis te 'pi Jinci 
muktdh). 

b. But it was not long before such a radical application of the law of karma to the case of the Buddha was shocking. Two 
compromises have been found: 

The first consists of saying that, whatever his experiences may be, the Buddha feels only pleasant feelings. Cf. the 
Devadahasutta (Majjhima, II, p. 227; Tchong a han, T 25 (no. 19): "If beings feel pleasure or pain as a result of their past 
actions, then, O monks, the Tathagata has done good actions since, at the moment, he is experiencing pure and pleasant 
feelings" ( sace, bhikkhave, sattdpubbekatahetu sukhadukham .... anasava sukhd vedana vedeti). 

Another compromise comments that, besides the torments and illnesses resulting from past actions, there are others that 
are simply due to the present physical conditions. This is what the Buddha himself explained to SIvaka in Samyutta, IV, 
p. 230-231 (cf. Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 977), k. 35, p. 252c-253a; T 100 (no. 211), k. 11, p. 432b-c). Without saying it 
explicitly, this sutra seems to mean that the Buddha is subject only to illnesses reulting from physical conditions (cf. P. 
Dcmieville in Hobogirin, Byo, p. 234. This, indeed, is the thesis of the Milinda, p. 134-136, which recalls the Buddha's 
illnesses - wounding of the foot, dysentery (DIgha, II, p. 128, body problems (Vinaya, I, p. 178-180), wind sickness 
(Samyutta, I, p. 174) - only to affirm immediately that none of the feelings experienced by the Buddha come from action 
(na -tthi Bhagavato kammavipakaja vedana). 

c. For the Greater Vehicle whose ideas the Mpps is expressing here the Buddha's illnesses are simulated illnesses. 
Superior to the world ( lokattara ), the Buddha conforms to the world ( lokdnuvaratana) and simulates illness in order to 
console suffering humanity and assure its conversion by this soteriological artifice ( upaya ). A text of the Ratnakuta, T 
310, k. 28, p. 134c is especially clear: How do the bodhisattva mahasattvas understand the intentional teaching 
( samdhdyabhasita ) of the Tathagata? The bodhisattva mahasattvas are skillful in precisely understanding the profound 
and secret meaning hidden in the sutras. O son of noble family, when I prophecy the attainment of supreme perfect 
enlightenment to the sravakas, that is not correct; when I say to Ananda that I have a backache, that is not correct; when I 
say to the bhiksus: "I am old, you should find an assistant ( upasthayaka ) for me", that is not correct. O son of noble 
family, it is not correct that in several places the Tathagata triumphed over the tlrthikas and their systems one after 
another; it is not correct that an acacia thorn ( khadirakantaka ) wounded the Tathagata in the foot. When the Tathagata 
says: "Devadatta was my hereditary enemy, he pursued me ceaselessly and tried to deceive me", that is not correct. It is 
not correct that the Tathagata, entering SravastI, made a begging-round in Cho li ye (Sala), the village of the brahmins, 
and returned with empty bowl. It is not correct that Cincamanavika and Sundari, attaching a wooden bowl to her belly 
[pretending to be pregnant] slandered the Buddha. It is not correct that the Tathagata, once dwelling in the land of 
Veranja where he had accepted the invitation of the brahmin Veranja, spent the three months of varsa eating only barley 
( yava )." Ibid., k. 108, p. 604b (tr. in Hobogirin, Byo, p. 235: "Just as when a pharmacist, able to cure all the sicknesses 
but who himself is free of them, takes a bitter drug to persuade sick people to take it following his example, so the 
Tathagata, although he has destroyed in himself all the sicknesses of the afflictions and has the sovereign mastery of all 
the dharmas, carries out such and such a bad action to obtain such and such a retribution and actualize such and such a 
factor, in order that beings avoid every obstacle of action and cultivate the practices of purity." - The same ideas are 
expressed in the Vimalaklrtinirdesasutra, T 475, of which the Mpps will give a lengthy extract. 
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2) The brahmam Tchan did (Cinca) attached [to her belly] a wooden bowl ( darumandalika ) pretending she 
was pregnant, and slandered the Buddha. 

3) T'i p'o ta (Devadatta) pushed down a rock (Gild) to crush the Buddha and wounded him on his big toe 
( padmamgusta ). 

4) While walking in the woods, the Buddha hurt his foot. 

5) When king P'i leou li (Vimdhaka) and his army massacred the Sakyas, the Buddha had a headache 
(svrsadukha). 

6) Having accepted the invitation of the brahmin A k'i ta to (Agnidatta), the Buddha had to eat horse feed 
( yava ). 

7) As a result of a cold wind, the Buddha had a backache (prslhaduhkha). 

8) For six months, he practiced austerities (duskaracaryd). 

9) Having gone to a brahmin village ( brahmanagrama ) to beg for food, he received nothing and returned 
with an empty bowl ( dhautapdtrena ). 

Moreover, in winter ( hemanta ), in the eight nights that precede and follow [the foil moon],754 a cold wind 
(sTlavayu) smashed the bamboos ( venu ). The Buddha took three robes ( tricfvara ) to protect himself against 
the cold.755 During the oppressive heat, Ananda was behind him and fanned ( vijati ) the Buddha.756 The 


754 The characters ts'ien heou pa ye 'the eight nights that precede and follow' translate, without a doubt, the Pali 
expression rattisu anta' atthakasu which is found, e.g., in Vinaya, I, p. 31, 288; Majjhima, I, p. 79; Anguttara, I, p. 136, 
and which means 'during the nights that extend between the eight ( ashtakd ), i.e., between the eighth day before and the 
eighth day after the foil moon. (Cf. Rhys Davids-Stede, s.v. attaka). 

755 An allusion to an episode told in the Vinayas. According to its custom, the Mpps follows the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, 
Che song liu, T 1435, k. 27, p. 195a: Knowing that the bhiksus had many robes and that these numerous garments 
hindered their travel, the Buddha wanted to place a limit ( maryada ) on them. He said to Ananda: "I would like to travel to 
the land of Vaisall." Ananda obeyed and followed the Buddha. It was in winter, during the nights [that precede and 
follow] the astaka\ a cold wind was smashing the bamboos. Then the Buddha put on one robe ( civara ). During the first 
watch of the night ( yama ), the Buddha walked in the desert. In the second watch, the Buddha was cold and said to 
Ananda: "Give me a second robe." Ananda gave a second robe to the Buddha who put it on and continued to walk in the 
desert. When the third watch came, the Buddha was cold and said to Ananda: "Give me a third robe." Ananda gave him a 
third robe which he put on and continued to walk in the desert. Then he thought: "The bhiksus should have enough 
robes." When the samgha came together, he said to the bhiksus: "Starting from today, I allow you to use three robes 
(tricivara), no more and no less. In having less, that will be a duskita transgression; in having more, that will be a 
nihsargikapdtayantika transgression." 

The agreement in the details (cold wind smashing the bamboo, etc.) reveals the close interconnection between the Mpps 
and the Sarvastivadin Vinaya. The other Vinayas tell the story in somewhat the same way: 

In the Mahlshasaka Vinaya (Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 20, p. 136a), the Buddha was travelling between Vaisall and the 
Capala cetiya; in the Dharmagupta Vinaya (Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 49, p. 856c-857a), he was spending the night in the 
open air in a retreat, the name of which is not given. The Pali Vinaya, I, p. 288 (tr. Rh.D. - Oldenberg, II, p. 210-212) tells 
that the Buddha, who had gone from Rajagrha to Vaisall, spent the night in the Gotamaka cetiya, seated in the open air. 
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Buddha therefore underwent the small sufferings of this world. If the Buddha has immense miraculous 
power ( rddhibala ), if he dominates the trisashramahasahasralokadhatu and universes as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges in the ten directions ( dis -), the east, south, west and north, in the four intermediate 
directions ( vidis -) and in the zenith and the nadir thus by his brilliance ( dbhd ), his color (varna), his beauty 
(snj and his splendor ( tejas -), why does he submit to the retribution for his sins ( dpattivipdka )? 

Answer. - 1 ) Dwelling among men, born from human parents, the Buddha has so much strength that one of 
his fingers ( angulisamdhi ) surpasses the strength of a hundred thousand prabedakoti of white elephants 
( pandaragaja ); the power of his superknowledges ( abhijnd ) is immense ( apramana ), incalculable 
(i asamkyeya ) and inconceivable ( acintya ). The son of king Suddhodana was revulsed by old age (jam), 
sickness ( vyddhi ) and death ( marana ), left home ( pravrajita ) and attained Buddhahood. Can we say that 
such a man will undergo the retribution of sins and be tormented by cold (sita), heat ( usna ), etc? If the 
miraculous power of the Buddha is immense, if he possesses such miraculous qualities (acintyadharma), 
how could he suffer from cold, heat, etc? 

2) Furthermore, the Buddha has two bodies ( kdya ): a body of essence ( dharmatakdya ) and a body born 
from father and mother ( pitrmdtrjakdya ). The essential body fills the ten directions of space; it is immense 
(apramana), infinite ( ananta ), handsome (abhirupa), charming (prasddika), adorned with the major and 
minor marks (laksandnuvyanjandlamkrta), with immense rays (apramanarasmi) and with immense voice 
(i apramdnasvara ); the assembly (samgha) that listens to his preaching also fills space (this assembly is also 
his essential body and is not [122a] visible to samsaric people. Ceaselessly he emits various bodies (kdya) 
with various names (ndman), of various births (janmasthdna), with various skillful means (updya) to save 
beings. He is always seeking to save everybody, never stopping for a moment. It is by means of this 
essential body that the Buddha saves beings of the universes of the ten directions. To undergo the 
retribution of sins is the business of the Buddha's body of birth (janmakdyabuddha ). The Buddha of birth 
body preaches the Dharma in stages as if it were a human body. Since there are two sorts of Buddha, it is 
not a mistake that the Buddha experiences the retribution for wrongdoings. 

3) Furthermore, when the Buddha attains Buddhahood, he eliminates all the bad dharmas (akusaladharma) 
within himself and acquires all the good dharmas (kusaladharma). How then could he really suffer the 
punishment of the bad dharmas? It is only out of compassion (anukampa) for the beings of future 
generations (andgatajanmasattva) that he resorts to this means (updya) by pretending to suffer the 
retribution of sins. 


Feeling cold, he put on four robes successively and not three as in the other sources. Nevertheless, he allowed the monks 
only three robes (tidvara): the samghati. the uttarasanga and the antaravasaka. Here are extracts from this Vinaya: 

Atha kho bhagava anupubbena carikm carcimdno yena Vesdli tad avasari, tatra sudam .... ekacciyam uttarasngam 
ekacciyam antaravasakan ti. 

756 The Buddha was often fanned by his disciples; the scene is always described in the following words: for example, 
Avadanasataka, II, p. 194: tena khalu amayenayusman Sariputro bhagavatah prsthatah shito 'bhud vyajanam grhitva 
bhagavantam vijayan. Corresponding Pali phrase, e.g., Majjhima, I, p. 501: tena kho pana samayena ayasmd Sdriputto 
bhagavato pitthito thito oti bhaganatam vyamano. 
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4) Furthermore, A ni lou teou (Aniruddha) received an immense reward for having given food to a 
pratyekabuddha;757 whatever food he thought of he found at will.758 How then could the Buddha, who 
from one lifetime to the next has cut off his flesh ( mdrnsa), dug into his marrow ( majja ) to make a gift of it 
to others, find nothiing when he begged for his food and returned with an empty bowl (, dhautapatrena )? 
This is why we know that it is the skillful means of the Buddha who [pretends] to undergo retribution for 
sins in order to save beings. 

What is this skillful means ( upayafl In the future, in the fivefold assembly, there will be Buddhists 
(, Sdkyaputra ) who, having acquired but little merit by their lack of generosity ( danapunyahmatvdt ), will get 
nothing when they go to beg for their means of livelihood (, djfva ); the lay people ( avadatavasana ) will say 
to them: "You who cannot obtain robes (dvara ) and food (, ahara ), you cannot cure your own sicknesses 
( yyadhi)\ How will you be able to find the Path ( marga ) and care for the welfare of beings?" [Thanks to 
this skillful means of the Buddha], the fivefold assembly will be able to answer: "We have no means of 
existence, but that is of little importance; we have the meritorious qualities inherent in the practice of the 
Path ( margacarya ). Our actual suffering is the punishment for sins of our past lifetimes, but the reward for 
our actual virtues will come later. Our great teacher, the Buddha himself, went into a brahmin village 


757 j n a previous lifetime, Aniruddha had been a poor man named Annabhara (in the Pali sources); one day when he was 
cutting grass for his master Sumana (Pali sources) or gathering dead wood to earn his living (Chinese sources), he saw a 
pratyekabuddha who was returning with an empty bowl and gave him some coarse broth. As a retribution for this 
generosity, he was reborn seven times among the TrayastrPsa gods, was a cakravartin king seven times, and was finally 
reborn in his last lifetime in a wealthy Sakya family. 

Pali sources: Theragatha, v. 910-911 (tr. Rh. D., Brethren, p.329-330); Theragatha Comm., II, p. 65; Dhammapadatha, 
IV, p. 120-121 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 264-265). 

Sanskrit sources: Karmavibhanga, p. 66-67; Kosavyakhya, p. 424, 1. 29. Chinese sources: Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 66), k. 
13, , p. 508c-509a (cf. P. Dcmieville in BEFEO, XXX, 1920, p. 161); Kou lai che che king, T 44, p. 829b; Tsa pao tang 
king, T 203 (no. 50, p. 470c-471a (tr. Chavannes, Contes , III, p. 51); Kosha, IV, p. 190; P'i p'o cha, T 1545, k. 20, p. 99b; 
King liu yi siang, T 2121, k. 13, p. 68a-b. 

These various texts do not agree on the name of the pratyekabuddha: he is called Tagarasikhin in the Kosavyakhya, 
Uparistha in the Karmavibhanga, Uparittha in the Threragatha and the Dhammapadattha, Wou houan 'Without 
misfortune' ( Arishta) in the Kou lai che che king, P'i li tch'a (64 and 5; 75 and 6; 30 and 3) giving a possible Sanskrit 
Preksa) in the King liu yi siang. - According to the Tsa pao tsang king, this pratyekabuddha was the elder brother of the 
future Aniruddha. 

7^8 j n this regard, see the following story told by the Dhammapadattha, I, p. 134 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, I, p. 231): 
Aniruddha was raised in such luxury that he never heard the word: "There is no more" ( n'atthi). One day when he was 
playing ball ( gida ) with six Sakya youths, he lost the game and had to pay for the cakes (puva). He asked his mother to 
send him some. As he continued to lose, his mother's supply was exhausted and his mother had to say to him: "There are 
no more cakes" ( puvam n'atthi). Aniruddha, who did not know the phrase "There are no more", thought that it meant a 
type of cake and he answered his mother: "Send me some 'there are no more' cakes." To make him understand, his mother 
then sent him an empty golden bowl ( tuccha suvannapdti), but the protector deities of the city, wanting to spare 
Aniruddha any deception, filled it with celestial cakes. After that, each time that Aniruddha asked for cakes, his mother 
sent him an empty bowl which the gods filled up in passing. 

There is a pale reflection of this charming little story in the Tsa pao tsang king, T 203,, k. 4, p. 471a. 
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(brdhmanagrdma) to beg his food, got nothing, and returned with an empty bowl (dhautapatrena); he also 
was sick; at the massacre of the Sakyas, he suffered a headache. All the more reason that we, lesser people 
with little merit ( alpapunya ), [are exposed to the same inconveniences]." Hearing this answer, the lay 
people will not have any further bad feelings and will grant the bhiksus the fourfold offering ( caturvidhd 
pujd); the bhiksus will then enjoy peace (yogaksema ) and, seated in dhyana, will find the Path. It is 
therefore by skillful means and not in actuality that [the Buddha] undergoes [the retribution] for 
wrongdoings. 

Thus it is said in the P'i mo lo k'i king (Vimalakirtinirdesasutra)! 59 that the Buddha, dwelling in the land 
of Vaisall, said to Ananda: 

" My body feels a little feverish; I would like to have some cow's milk. Take my bowl (pdtra ) and go to 
beg for some milk." 

Ananda took the bowl and went to the door of a vaisya. Vimalaklrti himself was there and seeing Ananda 
appear with a bowl, he asked: "Why are you standing there since morning with a bowl?" 

Ananda answered: "The Buddha is a little sick; he needs some cow's milk. That is why I have come here." 

"Wait a moment!" cried Vimalaklrti, "Don't slander the Tathagata. The Buddha, as [122b] Bhagavat, has 
gone beyond all bad dharmas ( sarvdkusaladharmasamatikrdnta ). What sickness might he have? Take care 
that the heretics ( tirthika ) do not hear such rude words; they would scorn the Buddha and say: ‘This 
Buddha, who is unable to cure hs own illness, cannot save beings’.” 

Ananda replied: "That is not my intention. Personally, I have received a request from the Buddha and I 
must get him some milk.” 

Vimalaklrti answered: "Despite the Buddha's order, it is a skillful means ( updya ). If he does use the world 
of the five corruptions (pancakasdya ), it is in order to deliver all beings through this fiction. In future 
generations, when sick bhiksus will go to ask the lay people ( avaddtavasana ) for broths and medicines 
( bhaisajya ) and the lay people will say to them: ‘You cannot cure yourselves, how could you cure others?’, 
the bhiksus will be able to say: ‘If our great teacher himself was subject to sickness, then why should we 
not be sick, we whose bodies are like the black mustard plant ( arsapa )?’ And so the lay people will offer 
the bhiksus broths and medicines and the bhiksus will enjoy peace (yogaksema ) and tranquility, will 
practice the Path. If heretic rsis can cure the illnesses of other people by medicinal herbs ( osadhi ) and 
spells (mantra), then why would the Tathagata who is omniscient (sarvajnd) be unable to cure his own 


759 Vimalaklrtinirdesa, tr. by Tche k'ien, T 474, k. 1, p. 523b-c; tr. KumarajIva,T 475, k. 1, p. 542a; Tr. by Hiuan tsang, 
T 476, k. 2, p. 564a-b. - This Vimalaklrtinirdesa is also known in a Tibetan translation entitled: Dri ma medpar grags pas 
bstan pa, Mdo, XIV, 5 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 256; OKC, no. 843, p. 323) and some Sogdian fragments (ed. H. Rcichelt, Die 
soghdischen Handschriftenreste des Britischen Museums, I, Heidelberg, 1928, p. 1-13; annotated by F. Weller, Zum 
soghdischen Vimalakirtinirdesasutra, Leipzig, 1937). Some metrical versions of the chapter on illnesses have been found 
at Touen houang and even in our times the sutra has undergone some theatrical adaptations. See summary by P. 
Dcmieville in Hobogirin, p. 324. 
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sickness? Then take this milk in your bowl in silence and be careful lest the unbelievers (pasanda ) should 
learn about it." 

This is why we know that the sicknesses of the Buddha are pretenses coming from skillful means and are 
not real sicknesses; it is the same for the [pretended] sins that are their cause. This is why the sutra says 
that the Buddha dominates everything by his brilliance, his color, his berauty and his splendor. 


ACT VII 

Sutra'. Then the Bhagavat made his ordinary body ( prakrtymatmabhdva ) appear to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. At that moment, the Suddhavasakayika, Brahmakayika, 
Paranirmitavasavartin, Nirmanarati, Tusita, Yama,Trayastrimsa, Caturmaharajika gods760, as well as the 
manusya and the amanusya of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, bearing heavenly flowers ( divya 
puspa), celestial garlands ( divya malya), heavenly unguents ( divya vilepana), celestial powders ( divya 
curna), celestial lotuses, blue ( mlotpala ), red ( kokanada ), white ( pundarTka), purple (padma ), and leaves 
of heavenly trees ( tamdlapattra ), gathered around the Buddha (Atha khalu bhagavdn punar eva yddrk 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau sattvdndm dtmabhdvam prakrtam upadarsaydmdsa. Atha khalu 
suddhdvdsakmayikd devd brahmakdyikds ca paranirmitavasavartinas ca nirmianaratayas ca tusitds ca 
ydmds ca trayastrimsdO ca cdturamhdrdjakdyikas ca ye ca trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhatau 
manusydamanusyas ca te puspamdlyavilepanacurnani divydni mlotpalakokanapundarikapadmdni divydni 
ca tamdlapattrdni grhitvd yena tathdgatas tenopasamkrdntdh). 

Sdstra: Why does the Buddha make his ordinary body ( prakrtydtmabhdva ) appear to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu? 

Answer. - 1 ) Wishing to preach the Mahaprajnaparamita, the Buddha first enters the Samadhirajasamadhi. 
The wheels on the soles of his feet emit rays and [the other parts of his body], including the usmsa, shine 
forth with brilliant light. Just as at the end of a kalpa, at the time of the great fire, the mountains such as 
Sumeni parvataraja catch on fire and are successively consumed by the fire, so the Buddha's rays fill the 
entire trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and reach to the universes of the ten directions as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, which all were illumined by them. The beings who saw these rays attained [122c] 


760 These are the g 0C i s 0 f the kamadhatu and rupadhatu. In order to undestand the explanations that will follow, one must 
bear in mind the division of the gods into these two realms: 

Kamadhatu serves as dwelling for six groups of gods: Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and 
Paranirmitavasavartin. 

Rupadhatu with its four dhyanas serves as dwelling place for seventeen groups of gods. 

First dhyana: Brahmakayika, Brahmapurohita, Mahabrahmanas. 

Second dhyana: Parlttabha, Apramanabha, Abhasvara. 

Third dhyana: Parlttasubha, Apramanasubha, Subhakrtsna. 

Fourth dhyana: Anabhraka, Punyaprasava, Brhatphala and the five Suddhavasikas: Abrha, Atapa, Sudrsa, Sudarsana, 
Akanistha. 

See the comparative study of the sources in Kirfel, Kosmogrciphie derlnder, p. 191-192. 
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anuttarasamyaksambodhi in the end. Therefore, to preach the Prajnaparamita, the Buddha first manfests 
his miraculous power ( rddhibala ). 

2) The Buddha smiles through all the pores of his skin ( sarvaromakupa ). 

3) The Buddha emits his ordinary light ( prakrtiprabhd ), namely, his aureole which is one armspan in width 
(vydma). 

4) He covers the trisasramahasahasralokadhatu with his tongue (jihvd ) and begins to smile. 

5) He enters into the Simhaviknsitasamadhi, and the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shakes in six ways. 

6) Seated on the simhasana, the Buddha manifests his light, his splendor, his color and his lofty form. By 
this miraculous power (rddhibala), he touches beings profoundly and those who have faith reach 
anuttarasamyaksambodhi. 

7) And finally here, for those who have doubts, he shows his ordinary body ( prakrtyatmabhava ) and those 
who hesitate then attain deliverance by faith ( sraddhdvimukti ) and say to one another: "What I am seeing 
now is the real body of the Buddha." By the power of the Buddha, these people of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, seeing the ordinary body of the Buddha, come near him without 
confusion; and then the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu, full of joy ( dnanda ), cry out: "This 
is truly the body of the Buddha." Indeed, the Buddha always had this body, when he was born, when he 
became Buddha and when he turned the wheel of Dharma. This is why beings say that that is truly the 
body of the Buddha. 

Question. - What is meant by the Suddhavasika gods and the Brahmaloka gods? 

Answer. - The fourth dhyana has eight stages (bhumi): 761 five stages are the abodes ( sthdna ) of the 
anagamins and are called the pure abodes (suddhdvdsa);! 62 three stages are the shared abode of ordinary 
people ( prthagjana ) and saints (diya). Beyond these eight stages are the abodes of the bodhisattvas of the 
ten bhumis (, dasabhumibodhisattva ): these are also called pure abodes ( suddhdvdsa ), [The Suddhavasikas] 
are called Mahesvaradevaraja. 

The gods of the Brahmaloka have three places of birth (janmasthana): 763 i) the heaven of the 
Brahmakayikas, the birthplace of the lesser Brahmas; ii) the heaven of the Brahmapurohitas, the birthplace 
of the noble Brahmas; Hi) the heaven of the Mahabrahmas, also called the birthplace of intermediate 
dhyana (dhydndntara). 764 

Question. - Renunciation ( vairdgya ) is the same [in all the Brahmas]; why do they have abodes of different 
quality? 


761 Kosa, III, p. 2. 

762 p or t[ lese f lve glasses of anagamin: antaraparinirvayin, etc., see DIgha, III, p. 237; Kosa, III, p. 38; VI, p. 210 and 
especially p. 223-225. 

763 Kosa, III, p. 2-3. 

764 Kosa, VIII, p. 180-183. 
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Answer. - The first dhyana [where they dwell] is of three kinds: lesser ( avara ), medium ( madhya ) and 
higher ( agra ). If they cultivate the lesser dhyana, they are reborn as Brahmakayikas; if they cultivate the 
medium dhyana, they are reborn as Brahmapurohitas; if they cultivate the higher dhyana, they are reborn as 
Mahabrahmas. It is the same for the development of loving-kindness ( maitribhdvana ). Thus the teacher 
Miao yen (Sunetra) said: "I have preached the Dharma to people and they have all been reborn among the 
Brahmakayikas; I should not be reborn in the same place as my disciples; I am going to develop a higher 
loving-kindness (uttara maitri)."765 because he had developed higher loving-kindness, he was reborn 


765 Sunetra's thought. - Ahgattara, IV, p. 104: Na kho pan' etam patitupam .... mettam bhaveyyan 'ti. - Tchong a han, 
T 26 (no. 8), k. 2, p. 420c9; ibid. k. 30, p. 619cl0; P'i p’o cha, T 1545, k. 82, p. 425a20. 

Sunetra is particularly known by two sutras, the Saptasuryodayasutra and the Sunetrasutra : 

1) The story of Sunetra is told by the Buddha at the end of some versions of the Saptasuryodayasutra: a. Anguttara, IV, 

р. 103-106; b. Tchong a han, T 26 (no, 8), k. 2, p. 429b-c; 

с. Ta tche tou louen, T 1509, k. 31, p. 290b-c; d. Sapo to sou li yu nai ye king, T 30, p. 812c; 

e. Extract of an anonymous sutra, probably a version of a Saptasuryodayasutra in the Vibhasha, T 1545, k. 82, p. 424c- 
425a. 

"In times past, there was a teacher named Sunetra, a ferryman ( tirthakara ), who had renounced pleasures ( kamesu 
vttaragaK). He had many hundreds of disciples to whom he taught the doctrine of participating in the world of Brahma 
(brahmalokasahavyatd). Those who had completely understood his doctrine were reborn after death in the realm of 
Brahma ( brahmaloka ); the others succeeded at least in being reborn among the gods of the kamadhatu or in noble 
families. Not wanting to be reborn in the same world as his students, Sunetra meditated for seven years on the mind of 
loving-kindness (maitncitta); thanks to this practice, for seven cosmic periods he avoided returning here and had a 
long series of rebirths among the Abhasvara gods, the Mahabrahmanas, then as Sakra and finally as a cakravrtin king. 
Nevertheless, he did not escape from birth, old age and sickness because he had not understood the four noble 
dharmas, i.e., morality (silo), samadhi, wisdom ( prajna ) and deliverance ( vimukti )." 

We may note that Sunetra is not mentioned in the Saptasuryodayasutra of the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 34, p. 735b- 
738a, or in the extract which the Shikshasamuchchaya , p. 247, gives of this sutra. 

Whereas the Anguttara and the Tchong a han do not establish any link between Sunetra and the Buddha, the Ta tche 
tou louen (k. 1, p. 290c) and the Sa po to sou li yu nai ye king , p. 812cl8, have the Buddha say: "This tathagata 
Sunetra of times gone by was not a pratyekabuddha; he was none other than me." Similarly the Kosa, IX, p. 271, and 
the Kosavyakhya, p. 710, cite a Saptasuryodayasutra where the Buddha says: "In the past, the teacher Sunetra was 
myself" (Saptasuryodayasutre 'yam eva bhagavan rsih Sunetra ncima babhuveti). 

2) The Sunetrasutra which is in Anguttara, III, p. 371-372; ibid., IV, P. 135-136; Tchong a han, T 26 (no. 130), k. 30, 
p. 619b-c, lists six teachers ( satthd ), ferrymen, completetly renounced ( vitardga ), having several hundreds of disciples 
to whom they taught the doctrine of participating in the world of Brahma ( brahmalokasahavyatd). To criticize or insult 
them would be a grave demerit (bahum apunnam). These six teachers are Sunetra, Mugapakkha, Aranemi, Kuddalaka, 
Hatthipala Jotipala. 

Buddhaghosa does not comment on this passage, but these six teachers are probably earlier births of the Buddha. 
Actually, Sunetra appears among others individuals in the lists of Jatakas of the Buddha: Rastrapalaparipriccha, p. 23, 
1. 16; Lankavatara, p. 141; Karmavibhanga, p. 36-37, where Sunetra appeara as an incarnation of 
Sarvausadhivaidyaraja who is none other tha the Buddha: Saptasuryopadese Sunetro nama manavo bijneyah ahatn sa 
bhiksavas tena kcilena Sarvausadhivaidyardjo 'bhut. 
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among the Mahabrahmas. Moreover, it is by virtue of a mind of supreme purity (paramavisuddhicitta ) that 
one is reborn among the Mahabrahmas. 

Question. - When there are four dhyanas, why do we speak here only of the first [: abode of the Brahma 
gods] and of the last [: abode of the Suddhavasikas] and not say anything about the second or the third? 

Answer. - 1) We speak of the first dhyana because renunciation (vairagya), the gate to it, is difficult [to 
practice]; we speak of the fourth because its subtle beauty is difficult to obtain ( durlabha ). Nothing is said 
of the intermediate dhyanas because they are easy to enter. 

2) Moreover, the brahmaloka is the start of the form realm ( rupadhatu ), whereas the fourth dhyana is its 
summit; this is why they are mentioned in particular (prthak ). 

3) Moreover, many are the people who know the Brahma gods but do not know the other gods. This is why 
we speak here only of the Brahma gods. We [123a] also speak of the Suddhavasika gods who, out of 
compassion ( anukampd ) for beings, always invite the Buddhas. 

4) Moreover, when the Buddha preaches, the sound of the Dharma ( dharmasvara ) reaches as far as the 
Brahma gods. When the Buddha attained Buddhahood, these gods sent the news to the Suddhavasikas. 
This is why the first and the last [class of gods of rupadhatu] are mentioned without saying anything about 
the two intermediate classes. 

5) Moreover, the Brahma gods who are close to kamadhatu, [dwelling just above it,] and the Suddhavasika 
gods who are the chiefs of rupadhatu should be mentioned here. Thus, when a gatekeeper ( dvdrapdla ) 
knows that a guest ( dgantuka ) has arrived to see his master, the latter knows it also; the intermediaries 
being of no importance, they are not spoken of. 

6) Finally, the second dhyana is characterized by great joy ( mahdpnti ) and the third dhyana by great bliss 
(mahdsukha). As joy and bliss imply carelessness, they are not spoken of. 

Question. -What is meant by Paranirmitavasavartin?766 

Answer. - The gods who take hold of and enjoy desirable objects created by others are called 
Paranirmitavasavartin 'Using that which has been created by another'. 

The Nirmanarati gods create the five sense objects themselves and enjoy them. This is why they are called 
Nirmanarati 'Enjoying that which they have themselves created'. 

The Tusita gods are the satisfied gods. 

The Yamas are the happy ( subhaga ) gods. 

The second category [of gods of rupadhatu] is that of the Trayastrimsa or Thirty-two gods. 


Asvaghosa mentions Sunetra is a verse of the Saundarananda, XI, 57 which M. Johnson considers to be an 
interpolation: maitraya saptavarsikya .... garbhavasam upeyivan. 

Along with Asama, Sunetra was the first disciple of the Buddha Sobhita: cf. Nidanakatha, p. 35; Buddhavamsa, VII, v. 
21 . 

766 p or t[ lese definitions, see DTgha, III, p. 218. 
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The first class, starting from the bottom, is that of the Caturmaharajikas or the Four Great Kings. 

Mount Sumera has a height of 84,000 yojanas; at its summit is the city of the Trayastrimsas.767 Beside 
Mount Mem is a mountain called Yugandhara, 42,000 yojanas high;768 it has four peaks on each of which 
is a city inhabited by a group of Caturmaharajikas. The lands of the other gods, Yamas, etc., made of seven 
jewels ( saptaratnamaya ), are situated in space ( akasa ) where they are supported by wind.769 and so on up 
to the Pure Abodes ( sudddhavdsa). 

Seeing the Buddha's body ( buddhakdya ), its purity ( visuddhi ) and its great rays ( maharasmi ). these gods 
offer him aquatic and terrestrial flowers (jalasthalajani puspani). Of all the terrestrial flowers, jasmine 
( mallika ) is the most beautiful; of all the aquatic flowers, blue lotus (; mlotpala ) is the most beautiful. 
Whether they grow on trees or on reeds, these are flowers having different colors and different perfumes. 
Each holding a celestial flower ( divyapuspa ), they gather around the Buddha. These flowers have a 
beautiful color, a rich perfume; they are soft (manju) and flexible; this is why they are used as offerings. 

Question. - What is a celestial flower? 

Answer. - The celestial flower is one the perfume of which goes against the wind ( prativatam vati).lli) 
Celestial garlands ( divyamdlya ) remain suspended above the Buddha; celestial unguents ( divyavilepana ) 
are spread out on the ground before the Buddha; celestial powders ( divyacurna ) are scattered above the 
Buddha. 

Question. - Celestial lotuses ( divyapadina ) are blue (; nila ), red ( lohita ) pink ( rakta ) or white ( avadata ). 
Why are they not yellow {pita )? 

Answer. - Because yellow is an attribute of fire ( tejo 'peksate) and fire is foreign to aquatic flowers. These 
precious celestial lotuses have a stem ( danda ) of jade {vaidiuya), a corolla {vedika) of diamond ( vajra ), 
leaves (pattra ) of golden sand from the Jambu river {jambunadasuvarna ). They are tender and perfumed. 
Taking also leaves from the celestial tree {tamala or Xanthochymus pictorius), they gather around the 
Buddha. 

Question. - The gods can get celestial flowers {divypuspa) as offerings, but how can men (; manusya ) and 
amanushya get them? 

Answer. - Thanks to the bases of his miraculous power ( rddhibala ), the Buddha emits great rays and the 
earth trembles in six ways; the gods rain down all sorts [123b] of marvellous flowers that fill the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu as offerings to the Buddha. The manusya and amanusya can gather these 
flowers and offer them in turn. 


767 Kosa, III, p. 161. 

768 Ibid., p. 141-143. 

769 Th ese are the vimana "aerial dwellings'; Kosa, III, p. 164. 

77 ® Among the Trayastrimsa gods, the odor of the magnolia flower ( kovidara ) called 'parijataka' is propagated for a 
hundred yojanas with the wind, for fifty yojanas against the wind. By contrast, the smell of flowers in the human world 
does not go against the wind. - Cf. Kosa, III, p. 162-163. 
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Moreover, it is customary in India to call celestial ( divya ) anything that is beautiful. Even though the 
flowers of the manusya and amanusya do not come from the heavens, they can, nevertheless, be described 
as 'celestial' because of their beauty. Thus it is not wrong to say that the manusya and the amanusya offer 
celestial flowers. 




Sutra : They scatter (, avakiranti sma) [all these offerings], from celestial flowers ( divyapuspa ) to leaves of 
the celestial tree ( tamdlapattra ), over the Buddha. 

Question. - Why do they scatter these flowers on the Buddha? 

Answer. - As a sign of respect ( satkdra ) and as offering (pujd ). Moreover, when the Buddha's rays shine 
forth and they see the Buddha from afar, they feel great joy ( dnanda ) and want to pay homage to him; this 
is why they scatter flowers on him. Finally, the Buddha is the supreme field of merit ( paramapunyaksetra ) 
in the threefold world ( traidhatuka ); this is why they strew fowers on him. 




Sutra : These precious scattered flowers form a great belvedere high in the firmament having the 
dimensions of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu ( Tais cdvakvrnaratnapuspair upary antankse 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatupramanam ekam kutagaram samsthitam abhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - How can [these few flowers] form such a belvedere in the firmament? 

Answer. - These flowers that have been scattered were not numerous, but nevertheless they form a great 
belvedere. This teaches beings that a small cause ( hetu ) has great effects (phala ). 

Question.- How does this belvedere rest in the air without falling? 

Answer. - By his miraculous power (. rddhibala ), the Buddha wishes to show beings that the Buddha is a 
field of merit ( punyaksetra ), that the reward that he has received is imperishable and that even after having 
become Buddha, his merits are indestructible. 




Sutra'. From this belvedere hang garlands and bouquets of flowers of different colors (mixture of the five 
colors): these bouquets and garlands fill the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu ( tatas ca kutdgdrdt tdni 
pattadamani puspadamani misravarnani lambante sma. tais ca puspadambhih pattaddmabhis cdyam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasro lokadhdtuh paripurni ’bhui). 
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Question. - If the Buddha himself has miraculous power ( rddhibala ), why is it necessary that the flowers 
scattered [by beings] are transformed into a belvedere? 

Answer. - The Buddha wishes that beings have pure faith (sraddhdvisuddhi); when these people see their 
offerings change into a belvedere, they feel great joy ( pramuditd ) and as a result of this joy, they gain great 
merit (punya ). 




Sutra : From the enchantment of these bouquets of flowers and garlands, the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu takes on a golden color; and it is the same in all the Buddha-universes of 
the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges (tais ca puspadamabhih pattaddmabhis cayam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasro lokadhatuh suvarnavarnena atfvdsobhata. ye ca dasasi diksu 
gahgdnadfvdlukopamd lokadhdtava te sphutavabhasitas cabhuvan). 

Sdstra: Some say: "The noble cakravartin king is the chief of four universes [i.e., of a caturdvTpaka |. 
Brahmadevaraja is the chief of a chiliocosm ( sdhasralokadhdtu ), the Buddha is the chief of a 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu." That is not correct, for the creations ( nirmdna ) of the Buddha extend to 
universes of the ten directions as numerous as the sands of the Ganges. 




Sutra'. Then, among the beings of the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and of the ten directions, [123c] 
each had the impression that the Buddha was preaching the Dharma for them alone and not for the other 
people (atha khalu asmin trisdhasramahdsdhasre lokadhdtau dasasu diksu ca tesdm sattvanam 
ekaikasyaitad abhut mama purato nanyesam tathdgato dharmam desayatiti). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha appeared simultaneously in the same form to all the beings of the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and the ten directions; how then does each of these beings see a Buddha 
seated face-to-face and preaching the Dharma?771 

Answer. - The miraulous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha is twofold: 1) seated in the same place, he 
preaches the Dharma in such a way that all beings see him from far away ( duratah ) and hear from from far 
away; 2) staying in the same place, he preaches the Dharma in such a way that each being in particular sees 


771 This is a classical miracle and the Buddha is not alone in being able to accomplish it. Thus, in the 
Janavasabhasuttanta (DIgha, II, p. 211-212), Brahma Sanamkumara, going to visit the Tavatimsa gods, created 33 fonns 
of himself ( tettimse attabhave abhinimminitva), each sitting on the couch of one of the 33 gods, and he is expressing 
himself in such a way that each god has the impression that the fonn is on his own couch and is speaking to him alone (yo 
'yam mama pallahke so yam eko va bhasatiti). 
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a Buddha faceing himself ( tatpuratah ) preaching the Dharma. In the same way, at daybreak ( suryodaya ), 
the shadows ( chdyd ) seem to be a mass of water. 

Moreover, all beings are not the same: some find pure faith (visuddhasraddhd) by seeing the Buddha's 
body fill the trisahasramahasasralokadhatu; others find pure faith, bliss ( sukha ) and joy ( muditd) in seeing 
a particular Buddha preaching the Dharma face-to-face: this is why the Buddha preaches the Dharma 
facing each one of them. 


ACT VIII 

Sutra'. Then, seated on the lion-seat, the Bhagavat smiled with joy, and the light of this smile illumined the 
whole trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. Thanks to this light, the beings of the 
trisahasramahasasralokadhatu saw the Buddhas and the samghas in universes of the east as numerous as 
the sands of the Ganges; [conversely], the beings of the universes of the east, universes as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges, saw the Buddha Sakyamuni and his great assembly which were in the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. And it was the same for the south, the west and the north, the four 
intermediate directions and the directions of the zenith and the nadir (atha khaki bhagavams tasminn eva 
simhasane nisannah punar evasmitam akarot. yena smitavabhasenayam 
trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtuh sphuto 'bhut. yena ca smitavabhasena ye ca 
trisdsramahdsmasralokadhdtau sattvds te sai've purvasyam disi ganganadivahikopamesu lokadhdtusu 
buddhdn bhagavatah pasyanti sma sasravakasamghan, tasydn purvasyam disi ganganadivahikopamesu 
lokadhdtusu ye sattvds te sai've ’sminn eva trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtau buddham Sdkyamunim 
pasyanti sma amardham mahdsamghena. evam daksinasydm disi pascimdydm uttarasydm catasrisuvidiksv 
urdhvam adhah cdbhut). 

Sdstra: Question. - Several times already, previously, the Buddha has emited rays ( rasmi); why does he 
again emit them now? 

Answer. - Above, when he emitted rays, he had a particular reason each time as we have noted. But up to 
now the great assemblies were invisible to one another; now, by the miraculous power of his rays 
(rasmirddhibala ), the Buddha allows all the great assemblies of these different universes to see one 
another. 

Question. - The great arhat, the ayusmat A ni lou teou (Animddha), who was the first of the Buddha's 
disciples to possess the divine eye ( divyacaksukdndm agrah), ordinarily saw a chiliomicrocosm 
{sdhasracudikalokadhdtu) and exceptionally a dichiliomesocosm ( dvisdhasramadhyamalokadhdtu ). A 
great pratyekabuddha normally sees a dichiliomesocosm and exceptionally a trichiliomegacosm 
( trisdhasramahdsdhasralokadhdtu).How can all beings here see the Buddha-universes of the east, 
universes as numerous as the sand of the Ganges? 

Answer. - It is the miraculous power of the Buddha which allows them to see so far; it is not due to the 
power of the beings themselves. It is accepted that arhats, pratyekabuddhas, etc., also have an unlimited 
field of vision by the power of the Buddha. Thus, when a noble cakravartin king comes flying, his entire 
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army with its retinue of elephants and horses follow him in the air. Here, by the Buddha's miraculous 
power, beings, distant as they may be, see one another. Moreover, by the power of the concentration of 
wisdom ( prajnasamadhi ), even those who do not have the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) see the ten directions. 
The Buddha's eye [124a] ( caksus ) and ear ( srotra ) are free of obstacles ( dvarana ). In the same way that all 
beings attain samadhi, the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) and the divine ear ( divyasotra ) by themselves ( svatah) 
at the end of a kalpa at the time of the great conflagration, so the Buddha, by his miraculous power 
( rddhibala ), causes all beings to have the ability to see at a distance. 

[The sutra says]: "Then the Bhagavat, seated on the lion-seat, smiled with joy." We have spoken previously 
of this smile; here we are content to explain what has not yet been explained. 

Question. - The fact that beings of this place see yonder direction over there is due to the Buddha 
Sakyamuni's miraculous power; but whose is the power by virtue of which beings of yonder place see this 
direction here? 

Answer. - Again it is the Buddha Sakyamuni's power that allows those beings to see our 
trisahasramahasashasralokadhatu and to contemplate the Buddha Sakyamuni with all his assemblies 
( samgha ). It is the same also for the south, the west and the north, the four intermediate directions and the 
directions of the zenith and the nadir. 
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CHAPTER XV: THE ARRIVAL OF THE BODHISATTVAS 

OF THE TEN DIRECTIONS 


ACT IX 

Sutra: Then in the east, beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the limit of these 
universes, there is a universe called To pao (Ratnavatl) where there is a Buddha called Pao tse (Ratnakara) 
who is now teaching the Prajnaparamita to the bodhisattva-mahasattvas ( Atha khalu purvasyam disi 
gahgdnadfvdlukopamdn lokadhatun atikramya tebhyo yah sarvavasaniko lokadhatu Ratndvatf ndma tatra 
Ratndkaro ndma tathdgatas tisthati. sa imam eva prajiidpdramitdm bodhisattvdnam mahdsattvdndm 
dharmam desayati). 

Sdstra: Question. - It has been said by the Buddha that the universes are innumerable ( apramana ) and 
infinite ( ananta ); how can you speak of a universe situated at the limits of the universe ( sarvavasaniko 
lokadhdtuhyi To talk in this way is to fall into the [heretical theory] of a finite world ( anatavdn lokah). If 
the universes were limited [in number], the total number of beings would [at length] be exhausted. 
Actually, each one of the innumerable Buddhas saves an immense ( aprameya ) and incalculable 
(i asamkhyeya ) number of beings and introduces them into nirvana without residue (i nirupadhisesanirodha); 
if there were not always new beings, their number would finally be exhausted. 

Answer. - The Buddhist sutras do indeed say that the universes are infinite in number, but this is a 
statement of a practical order ( updyokti ) and not a true doctrine. In the same way, although the saint ( chen 
here translates 'tathagata') does not exist [after death], in practice ( updyena ) we say that the saint exists 
[after death]. All of this is in the fourteen difficult questions [on which the Buddha refused to comment]. 
To say that the world is finite ( antavdn lokah) or to say that the world is infinite ( anantavdn lokah) are 
both wrong views ( mithyddrsti ). If the universes were infinite [in number], the Buddha would not possess 
omniscience ( sarvajndna ), for omniscience is a universal wisdom from which nothing can escape; if the 
universes were infinite, some things would escape him. On the other hand, if the universes were finite in 
number, you would run up against the difficulty you raised above [in your question]. Therefore both 
solutions are wrong. Why? Because by being based on the infinite, one destroys the finite. The Ratnavatl 
universe is not the limit of all the universes, but the Buddha Sakyamuni abides in the extreme limit so that 
beings may be saved. Similarly, when one abides at the boundary of a country, one does not claim to be 
abiding at the boundary of Jambudvlpa. If the universes were infinite, the Buddha would not be 
omniscient; his wisdom being immense, he must know everything, for 'if the letter is big, the envelope also 
must be big.' 

Question. - This universe is called Ratnavatl 'Rich in Jewels'. There are two kinds of jewels: the [124 b] 
substantial jewel ( dhanaratna ) and the dharma jewel ( dharmaratna ). What are these jewels the abundance 
of which merits the name Ratnavatl for this universe? 
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Answer. - Both kinds of jewels occur in this universe. Furthermore, the many bodhisattvas [who inhabit it] 
are also jewels who illumine the nature of things (dharmata). [Note by Kumarajlva: These jewels, namely 
the great bodhisattvas, serve as a diadem ( ratnamukuta ); in the center of this diadem we see the Buddha 
and we penetrate the nature of all dharmas]. As these jewels are numerous, the universe in question is 
called 'Rich in Jewels' (; ratnavati ). 

There is a Buddha there called Ratnakara 'Jewel Mine'. He is so called because he includes the pure 
faculties ( andsaravendriya ), the powers (bald), the Path of bodhi and the other jewels of the Dharma 
(i dharmaratna ). 

Question. - If that is so, all the Buddhas should be called Ratnakara. Why reserve the name Ratnakara for 
this Buddha alone? 

Answer. - All the Buddhas have these jewels, but this Buddha is the only one to take his name from them. 
In the same way, Mi Id (Maitreya) is called 'Loving-kindness' ( maitreya ) although all the Buddhas have the 
same loving-kindness ( maitri ), but Maitreya is the only one to have this as his name. 

Furthermore, the Buddha Ratnapuspa was named Ratnapuspakumara 'Prince of Precious Flowers' because 
at his birth, all the extremities of his body were adorned with various flowers of brilliant colors. The 
Buddha Dlpamkara was called Dlpamkarakumara, 'Prince, Lighter of Lamps' because when he was born, 
all the extremities of his body were like lamps. When he became Buddha, he was still called Dlpamkara. It 
is the same for the Buddha Ratnakara: he was called 'Jewel Mine' because, when he was born, many 
precious substances appeared, whether produced from the earth or whether the gods rained down a whole 
collection of them. 


OBJECTIONS TO THE PLURALITY OF BUDDHA 

Objector. - Only the Buddha Sakyamuni exists; the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) do not 
exist. Why? 

Argument number 1. - The Buddha Sakyamuni with his immense power ( apramdnabala ) and his immense 
superknowledges ( apramdndbhijnd ) is capable of saving all beings [by himself]; there is no need of other 
Buddhas. It is said^- that Ananda, absorbed with one-pointed mind (ekacittena manasikurva), said to 


772 j [Lamotte] do not know where the following story was taken from, but the miracle of the multiplication of the 
Buddhas which the Mpps tells here and will tell again in two other places (k. 21, p. 220b, and k. 34, p. 312b) reproduces 
in several details the Great Miracle at Sravastl. The main sources are, in Pali, the SumaiigalavilasanI, I, p. 57; the 
Dhammapadattha, III, p. 213-216 (tr. Burlingame, Legends, III, p. 45-47) and the Jataka, IV, p. 264-265; in Chinese, the 
Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Ksudrakavastu, T 1451, k. 26, p. 332a-b; parallel Sanskrit texts: Divyavadana, p. 161-162 (tr. 
Bumouf, Introduction, p. 162-164). The reproductions of the Great Miracle on the monuments at Bharhut, Gandhara, 
Benares, Ajanta, Magadha and Konkan have been minutely described by Foucher, Beginnings of Buddhist Art, p. 147- 
185. According to the Divya, the Great Miracle at Sravastl is broken down into two parts: 

1) The twin miracle ( yamakaratiharya ). - The Bhagavat rose up into the air and appeared there in the four positions 
(Trydpatha), walking, sitting, standing and lying down. He attained the element of fire ( tejodhdtu ) and his body emitted 
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himself: "The Buddhas of the past, Ratnapuspa, Dipamkara, etc., were all bom in marvelous times; their 
life was very long and they saved all beings. Then how could the present Buddha, born at a bad time and of 
short life, save all beings?" These were the questions he asked himself. At dawn ( suryodaya ), the Buddha, 
who knew Ananda's thoughts, entered into the Daybreak samadhi ( suryodayasamddhi ); then he emitted 
rays ( rasmi ) from all the pores of his skin ( romakupa ). Like the sun, he emitted rays the brilliance of which 
spread successively over JambudvTpa, the four continents (caturdvfpaka), the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu and finally over all the innumerable universes of the ten directions 
(dasadiglokadhatu ). Then the Bhagavat sent forth from his navel ( ndbhi ) a precious lotus ( ratnapuspa) 
described by the following stanzas: 

The stem ( danda ) is of green jade (vaidurya). 

The petals (pattra ), a thousand in number, are of yellow gold. 

The corolla (vedika) is of diamond (vajra) 

The trimming is of coral (musaragalva). 


The stem is flexible, without the usual curves, 
Its height is ten armspans (vyama); 

[124 c] Having the color of green jade, 


various glows. Flames escaped from the lower part of his body and from the upper part there came a rain of cold water 
(i adhah kayam prajvalayaty uparimat kayac citald varidharah standante). The Bhagavat himself knew that the miraculous 
power that he was thus manifesting is shared by all the sravakas ( sarvasravakasddhdrand rddhi). And we have already 
seen that several saints have accomplished this twin miracle. 

2) The Great Miracle proper. - This miracle is higher than any human can perform ( uttara 
manusyadharmarddhiprdtihdryam). The DTvya, p. 162, describes it in the followjng way: Nandopanandabhyam 
nagarajabhyam Bhagavata upanamitam .... anyeprasnan prcchanty anye visarjayanti. 

"The two naga kings, Nanda and Upananda, created a golden thousand-petalled lotus the size of a chariot wheel with a 
diamond stem and came to present it to the Bhagavat who seated himself crosslegged on the corolla of this lotus, body 
upright in foil awareness. Above this lotus, he created another and on this lotus, the Bhagavat was likewise seated. And 
similarly, in front, behind, all around him, appeared masses of blessed Buddhas, created by himself, rising up to the 
Akanistha heaven, forming a buddha-assembly created by the Blessed One. Some of these magical Buddhas were 
walking, some standing, some sitting, some lying down; some were attaining the fire element and producing miraculous 
flames, light rays and flashes of lightning; some were asking questions and some were replying." (tr. Burnout). 

There is a striking similarity between the Great Miracle of SravastI and that of the multiplication of Buddhas told here by 
the Mpps. However, there is a difference in detail that is worth mentioning. At SravastI, the central lotus is created and 
brought by Nanda and Upananda and in most of the reproductions, the two naga kings can be seen holding the stem of a 
lotus. In the acount of the Mpps, there is no mention of the two naga kings; the original lotus and the adventitious lotuses 
arise from the Buddha's navel. Without a doubt, the Buddhist legend has been contaminated by the myth of the birth of 
Brahma who appears seated cross-legged on a golden thousand-petalled lotus arising from Visnu's navel. 
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It is planted in the Buddha's navel. 


Its leaves are broad and long, 

White in color, striped with marvelous colors. 
Infinitely precious ornament. 

The thousand petalled lotus. 

This marvelous lotus of such beautiful colors 
Emerges from the Buddha's navel. 

On the four petals of its corolla 
Precious seats shine with divine light. 

On each of these seats sits a Buddha; 

One would call them four golden mountain summits. 
Their light is equal as if one. 

From the navels of these four Buddhas 
Comes a magnificent precious lotus. 

On each lotus there is a seat, 

On each seat there is a Buddha. 

From the navels of all these Buddhas, 

Come in turn precious lotuses. 

On each lotus there is a seat; 

On each seat there is a Buddha. 

These successive creations 
Rise up to the Suddhavasa heaven; 

Whoever would like to know how far 

Will have to resort to the following comparison: 
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An enormous rock 


773 


Having the size of a high mountain. 

Thrown from the height of the Suddhavasa 

And falling straight down without meeting any obstacle 

Would take eighteen thousand three hundred 
And eighty-three years 

To land on the earth;773 

That is the number of years it would take. 

In the intermediate space, 

Emanated Buddhas, placed in the center, 

Spread out a brilliant light 

That surpasses the fires of the sun and moon. 

Some Buddhas have bodies streaming with water. 

Others have bodies emitting fire;774 
Sometimes they appear to walk. 

Sometimes they are seated in silence. 

Some Buddhas go to beg their food 
To make a gift of it to beings. 

Sometimes they preach the Dharma, 

Sometimes they shoot out rays. 

Sometimes they go to visit the three bad destinies 
And the hells of water, the shadows and fire.375 

This is the number given by the Jnanaprasthana, cf. Beal, Catena, p. 83. 
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Their warm breath warms up the cold water, 
Their rays illumine the shadows, 


In the fiery places, they breathe out a cooling breeze, 

Skillfully they calm the torments [of the damned]. 

By pacifying them and calming them 

They save them by the bliss of the Dharma ( dharmasukha ). 

By all of these skillful means ( updya ) [these apparitional Buddhas], all at the same time, wanted to save the 
innumerable beings of the ten directions. When they had saved them, they returned to their starting point 
and re-entered the navel of the Buddha. 

[125 a] Then the Bhagavat, coming out of the Suryodhayasamadhi, asked Ananda: "Did you see the power 
of my abhjna during this samadhi?" Ananda relied: "Yes, I saw it", and added: "If it is sufficient for the 
Buddha to appear for just one day in order that the disciples converted by him ( vineyasrdvaka ) fill space 
(i akasa ), what would not the number of those converted amount to if he remained in the world for eighty 
years?" 

This is why we say that one single Buddha, whose qualities ( guna ) and miraculous power (. rddhibala ) are 
immense, suffices to convert the ten directions without the need for other Buddhas. 

Argument number 2. - Furthermore, the Buddha said: "A woman cannot be a cakravartin king, 
Sakradevendra, or Maradevaraja, or Brahmadevaraja. Two cakravartin kings cannot reign together at the 
same place. Similarly, with regard to the Bhagavat with ten powers, there cannot be two Buddhas existing 
in the same world." 

Argument number 3. - Finally, the Buddha said - and his words are not frivolous - that two Buddhas do not 
exist at the same time: "One thing that is difficult to find is a Buddha Bhagavat. It takes innumerable koti 
of kalpas to find one. In 91 kalpas, there have been only three Buddhas. Before the good kalpa 
(bhadrakalpa ), during the 91st kalpa, there was a Buddha called Vipasyin, 'Views of All Kinds'; during the 
31st kalpa, there were two Buddhas; the first was called Sikhin, 'Fire', and the second Visvabhu, 
'Victorious Over AH'. During the good kalpa, there were four Buddhas, Krakucchanda, Kanakamuni 
"Golden Sage', Kasyapa and Sakyamuni. Except for these kalpas, all the others were empty ( sunya ), 
lacking Buddhas and miserable."776 


774 j n other words, they are accomplishing the yamakaprdtiharya. 

775 p or q lese Buddhist hells, see Kirfel, Kosmographie des Inder, p. 199-206. 

776 Mahapadanasuttanta in Digha, II, p. 2; Tch'ong a han, T 1, k. 1, p. lc; Ts'i fo king, T 2, P. 150a; Ts'i fo fou mou sing 
tseu king, T 4, p. 159b: Ito so bhikkhave ekanavuto kappo yam Vipassi bhagava ....aham etarahi araham 
sammasambuddha loke uppanno. 

Other references about the seven Buddhas in Hobogirin, Butsu, p. 193-96. 
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If the Buddhas of the ten directions existed, how could [the Buddha] say that the other kalpas lacked 
buddhas and were miserable? 


ANSWER TO THE OBJECTIONS 

1. Refutation of argument number 1. - Although the Buddha Sakyamuni, endowed with immense 
miraculous power ( apramanarddhibala ), is able to create the apparitional Buddhas ( nirmdnabuddha) 
established in the ten directions, preaching the Dharma, emitting rays and saving beings, he is, however, 
not able to save beings without exception. [To claim the opposite] would be to fall [into the heresy] that 
assigns a limit to existences ( bhavdnta ) and to deny the existence of the Buddhas of the past. Since the 
number of beings is inexhaustible ( aksaya ), there must be other Buddhas [than Sakyamuni to work for their 
salvation]. 

2. Refutation of argument number 2. - You also object: "The Buddha has said that a female cannot be five 
things, that two cakravartin kings cannot appear in the world simultaneously and, likewise, that two 
Buddhas cannot exist in the same world at the same time." You do not understand the meaning of this text. 
The Buddhist sutras have two meanings: Some have a meaning that is easy to undestand ( sulabha ), others 
have a profound ( gambhfra ) meaning, remote ( vipaki-sta ) and difficult to grasp ( durvigdhya ). Thus, at the 
moment of entering Nirvana, the Buddha said to the bhiksus:777 "Henceforth, you must rely on the truth in 


777 This is the sutra of'the four reliances' (catvari pratisaranani) attested to only recently: 

Kosa, IX, p. 246 and Kosavyakhya, p. 704: catvanmani bhiksavah pratisaranani. Katamam .... jnanam pratisaranani na 
vijnanam. 

Dharmasamgraha, ch. LIII: catvari pratisaranani. tadyatha arthapratisaranata na .... pudgalaprati-saranata. 
Mahavyutpatti, no. 1546-1549: catvari pratisaranani. arthapratisaranana bhavitavyam na 

neyarthasutrapratisaranena. 

Sutralamkara, ed. Levi, p. 138: prathame pratisarane arsadharmapartikseptuh .... caturthe sdbhldsasaya jndnasya 
pratyatmavedamyasya. 

The Madh. vrtti alludes to the four pratisaranas: p. 43. - uktam caryaksayamatisutre. katame sutrdntd neydrthdh katame 
mtarthah .... na neyarthasutrcmtapratisaranatd iti - p. 533: sa kim vijnanenaparicchinatti uta jnanena. 

The Bodh. bhumi, p. 256, gives detailed explanations: katham bodhisattas catursu pratisaranesu prayujyate. 1. ilia 
bodhisattvah artharthiparato .... 2. punar bodhisattvah kalmapadesam bhavati mahapadesam .... 3. punar bodhisattvas 
tathdgate nivistasraddho .... 4. punar bodhisattvah adhigamajhane saradarsibhavati.... naprcitiksipati napavadati. 
evam capunah suporayukto bhavati tatraisu chatursupratisaranesu .... cadigamajhanasasya. 

Although to my [Lamotte's] knowledge the sutra of the four reliances is later than the canonical literature, the theory of 
the pratisarana is already hinted at in the Nikayas. They make the distinctions between dharma, 'doctrine', and pudgala, 
'authority' (cf. Majjhima, I, p. 265, where the Buddha advises his monks not to adopt the Dhanna out of respect for the 
teacher ( satthugarvena ) but because they themselves have understood, seen and grasped the distinction between artha , 
spirit [or meaning], and vyahjana, letter (cf. Vinaya, I, p. 40, where Sariputra says to Assaji: appam va bahum va 
bhasassu, attham yeva me bruhi, atthen' eva me attho. kim kcihasi vyanjanam bahun tv, Majjhima, II, p. 240: 
ayasmantanam me attho. kim kahasi vyanjanam bahun ti; Majjhima, II, p. 240: ayamantanam kho atthato c'eva sameti 
byanjanato ca sameti; between suttam mtattham and suttam neyyattham (Nettipakarana, p. 21). 
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itself and not on any authority, whatever it may be ( dharmapratisaranena bhavutayam na pudgalaprati- 
saranena ); you must rely on the meaning (spirit) and not on the letter ( arthapratisaranena bhavitavyam na 
vyanjanaprtisatanena); you must rely on gnosis and not on discursive knowledge ( jnanapratisaranena 
bhavitavyam na vijndnaprtisaranena ); you must rely on the sutras of explicit meaning and not on the sutras 
of indeterminate meaning (mtarthasutra-pratisaranena bhavitavyam na neyarthasutrapratisaranena)." 

a) Relying on the truth in itself ( dharmapratisaranena ) is keeping to the twelve categories of texts 
(dvadasdrigadharma)77% and not keeping to the authority of a person. 

b) Relying on the meaning ( arthapratisarana ), since goodwill or malice, defect or merit, falsity or truth, 
cannot be attributed to meaning. It is the letter (vyahjana) that indicates the meaning ( artha ), but the 
meaning is not the letter. Suppose a man points his finger at the moon to people who doubt the moon's 
presence; if these doubters fixate on the finger but do not look at the moon, this man tells them: "I am 
pointing to the moon with my finger so that you may notice the moon. Why do you fixate on my finger 
instead of looking at the moon?"779 It is the same here: the letter ( vyahjana ) is the finger pointing to the 
meaning (artha), but the letter is not the meaning. This is why one should not rely on the letter. 

c) Relying on gnosis (jnanapratisarana ). - Gnosis (jhdna ) allows one to appreciate and distinguish 
between good and evil; discursive knowledge ( vijhdna ) is always seeking pleasure (sukha) and does not 
penetrate the essence.780 This is why one should not rely on discursive knowledge. 

d) Relying on sutras of explicit meaning (mtdrthasutrapratisarana). - Those sutras are of explicit meaning 
that say: "Of all the omniscient ones (sarvajha), the Buddha is foremost; among all the texts, the Buddhist 
texts are foremost; among all beings (sattva), the bhiksus are foremost."781 "Through generosity one 


778 The twelve categories of texts are sutra, geya, vyakarana, etc., which will be defined later, k. 33, p. 306c. 

779 Qf Lankavatarasutra, p. 106 (quoted in Subhasitasamgraha, Museon, 1903, p. 399): Na cdhgulipreksakena 
bhavitavyam tadyathd Mahdmate ahgulya kascit.... hitvdparamdrtha, agamisyati. - In order to understand this text more 
precisely, imperfectly rendered by D.T. Suzuki in his translation of the Lankavatara, London, 1932, p. 169, it is useful to 
look at the Tibetan text of the Lah kar gsegs path mdo, Tib coll, of the Bibliotheque Nationale, No. 66, folio 146b6-8: Sor 
mo la Ita ba Ita bur mu byaho [hdis Ita ste] bio gros chen po .... du chudpar bya ba ni mi byed do / 

"One must not do as the person who looks at the finger. Mahamati, it is as if one were pointing out something with one's 
finger to somebody who persisted in looking only at the end of the finger. Similarly, O Mahamati, stupid people, ordinary 
worldlings, like children, remain fixated on the end of the finger, which is called the literal interpretation, and they will 
die still attached to the end of the finger which is called 'the letter'. Because they have ignored the meaning designated by 
the end of the finger which they call the literal interpretation, they will never penetrate into the Absolute." 

Cf. the Chinese versions of the Lankavatara, T 670, k. 4, p. 507a; Y 671, k. 6, p. 551c; T 672, k. 5, p. 616a. 

780 According to the extract from the Bodh. bhumi cited above, adhigamajhana is the wisdom coming from meditation 
(bhdvanamaya) while vijhdna is the wisdom coming from hearing and reflecting ( srutacintdmaya ). - See in Kosa, IX, p. 
248, the references gathered by de La Vallee Poussin that refer to the Bhagavadglta, among other texts. 

781 This concerns the three agraprajhapti proclaiming the superiority of the Triratna. See the original Pali in Itivuttaka, 
p. 87; Aiiguttara, II, p. 34; III, p. 35: Yavata bhikkhave sattci apadd va dvipadd .... tathdgatasavakasamgho tesam 
cikkhayati. 
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acquires great merit ( punya )."782 "Discipline ( sila ) allows one to be reborn among the gods"^^, etc. - On 
the other hand, that sutra is of indeterminate meaning which says: "By preaching the Dharma, the Dharma 
teacher ( dhanndcdrya ) is assured of five benefits: great merit, people's love, beauty, renown, final 
attainment of nirvana."784 

Why is this sutra of indeterminate meaning? It is evident and easy to understand that generosity ( ddna ) 
involves great merit ( mahdpunya ), [but it is not so clear] that preaching the Dharma ( dharmadesana ), 
which is not a material gift ( dmisaddna ), is meritorious, as this sutra would have it. Nevertheless, it is 
meritorious; for the preacher, by praising generosity in every way, destroys the greed (: matsarya ) of others 
and combats his own greed: this is why his preaching is meritorious. [But the sutra's allegation being itself 
unclear], is called 'of indeterminate meaning (anitdrtha)'. Many sutras, out of skillful means ( updya ), say 
things that [seem] to be inexact [at first sight and which require explanation]. 

Thus, a sutra has said that "two Buddhas cannot appear together in the same world", but by 'the same 
world' the sutra does not mean to designate all the universes of the ten directions. The sutra also says that 
"two cakravartin kings are not found in the world together"; it does not mean to say that two cakravartin 
kings cannot coexist in the same trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu; it says only that two cakravartin kings 
cannot coexist in the same cdturdvipaka (universe of four continents). It is necessary to aquire very pure 
merit (punyavisuddhi ) in order to reign over the entire world without encountering a rival [as is the case for 
the cakravartins]. If there were two kings [in the same world], that would mean that their merit was not 
pure. Similarly, although the Buddhas have no feeling of jealousy ( Trsyd ) one against the other, over 
lifetimes they have accomplished such pure actions that they cannot both appear in the same world 
(lokadhatu), namely, in the same trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu consisting of a a million Mount 
Sumenis, a million suns and moons. In the ten directions, these trisahasramahasahasralokadhatus are as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges and each of them consitutes the universe of a Buddha 
(i ekabuddhalokadhdtu ); only one Buddha is found there, never two. In one of these Buddha universes, the 
single buddha Sakyamuni incessantly creates emanated Buddhas ( nirmanabuddha ) who resort to preaching 
(i dharmaparydya ), to apparitional bodies ( kdya ), to causes and skillful means (updya) of all kinds in order 
to save beings. It is in this sense that it is said in many sutras that two Buddhas cannot exist simultaneously 
in the same world. That does not mean that there are not [many] Buddhas in the ten directions [at the same 
time]. 


The corresponding Sanskrit phrase is in the Divyavadana, p. 155, and Avadanasataka, I, p. 49-50; 329-330. Ye kecit sattva 

apadd vd dvipadd . Tathdgatasravakasamghas tesam agrci dkhyatah. 

See development of the phrase in Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 12, p. 602a. 

782 See these five advantages in Ahguttara, III, p. 41. 

783 ibid.. Ill, p. 253: Silava silasampanno kayassa bhedci pcirammarand sugatim saggatn lokatn upapajjati. 

784 -phis sutra attributes the same benefits to preaching as to generosity; the latter are listed in Ahguttara, III, p. 41: Pane 
'ime bhikkhave dane anisamsa .... sugatim saggam likam upapajjati. 

But if it is clear that these benefits result from generosity, it is less clear that they should also be attributed to preaching. 
Hence the necessity for an explanation that will lead the exegetists to place the sennon on the five advantages of 
preaching into the neyarthasutra category. 
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Refutation of argument number 3. - You also made the objection: "The Buddha has said that it is hard to 
find a Buddha Bhagavat" and you said that in 91 kalpas, only three kalpas had a [125 c] Buddha and that 
the other kalpas were empty, lacking a Buddha, and were miserable. 

The Buddha has in mind those guilty men who have not planted the roots of good needed to see a Buddha 
(i anavaropitakusalamula buddhadarsandya) when he said: "The appearance of a Buddha is a rare thing, as 
rare as the appearance of a flower on the udumbara tree ( Ficus glomerata)". Indeed, these sinners cycle 
through the three bad destinies ( durgati ), sometimes even being reborn among humans or among the gods; 
but when a Buddha appears in the world, they are unable to see him. It is said that among the 900,000 
householders in the city of SravastI, 300,000 saw the Buddha, 300,000 heard him speak but did not see 
him, 300,000 did not even hear him speak. Now the Buddha lived at SravastI for 25 years and, if some 
citizens did not see him and some did not hear him speak, what can be said of people living far away? 

One day, accompanied by Ananda, the Buddha went to SravastI on his alms-round. A poor old woman was 
standing at the roadside. Ananda said to the Buddha: "This woman is worthy of compassion; the Buddha 
should save her." The Buddha replied: "This woman does not have the conditions required [to be saved]." 
Ananda continued: "May the Buddha approach her. When she sees the Buddha with his major marks 
(laksana ) and minor marks ( anuvyanjana ) and his rays ( rasmi ), she will experience a joyful mind 
(muditacitta ) and will thus fulfill the required conditions." Then the Buddha came near the woman, but she 
turned away and showed her back to him. The Buddha tried to approach her from four different sides; each 
time she turned her back to him in the same way. She looked up in the air, but when the Buddha came 
down to her, she lowered her head at once. The Buddha rose up from the earth [to make her see him], but 
she lowered her face with her hands and did not want to look at the Buddha.785 jhen the Buddha said to 
Ananda: "What more can I do? Everything is useless; there are people who do not fulfill the conditions 
necessary for being saved and who do not succeed in seeing the Buddha." That is why the Buddha has said 
that it is as difficult to meet a Buddha as a flower on the udumbara tree. With the Buddha, it is like rain¬ 
water ( varsajala ), easy to receive in folded hands, but which the pretas, ever thirsty, never get786 

You say that in 91 kalpas, only three times has there been a Buddha. This holds for one Buddha universe 
taken alone but does not hold for all the Buddha universes taken together. Similarly, the other affirmation 
which says that "the other kalpas were empty, without Buddhas, and miserable", applies only to one 
Buddha universe alone and not to all the others taken together. This is why we affirm the existence of the 
Buddhas of the ten directions. 


ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR OF THE PFURAFITY OF BUDDHAS 

Furthermore, the Buddhas of the ten directions do appear in the sravaka texts, but you do not understand 
these texts. 


785 ghouls no t e q la t there is no ill will on the part of the woman. The text does not say that she does not want to see 
the Buddha, but simply that she is incapable of seeing him because her merits are insufficient. 

7^6 On the Tantalus-like torment of the pretas, see, e.g., Sutralamkara, tr. Huber, p. 99-100. 
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1) In the Tsa a han king (Samyuktagamasutra),^? it is said: "When it is pouring rain, the rain drops 
(i bindu ) are so close together that they cannot be counted. It is the same for the universes ( lokadhdtu ). In 
the east (purvasyam dis), I see innumerable beings born, subsisting and perishing. Their number is very 
great, defying calculation. It is the same in the ten directions. In these universes of the ten directions, 
innumerable beings undergo the threefold physical suffering ( kdyaduhkha), old age (jam), sickness 
(vyddhi) and death ( marana ); the threefold mental suffering, desire ( rdga ), hatred ( dvesa ) and ignorance 
( moha ); and the threefold suffering of rebirth ( punarbhavaduhkha ), rebirth among the damned ( naraka ), 
the pretas and animals ( tiiyagyoni ). All of these universes have three types of men, inferior ( avara ), 
middling ( madhya ) or [126 a] superior ( agra ). Inferior men are attached ( sakta ) to present happiness, 
middling men to future happiness, superior men seek the Path; they are filled with loving-kindness ( maitri ) 
and compassion ( karund ) and have pity for beings." When the causes and conditions [necessary for the 
coming of a Buddha] are present, why would the effect, [namely, the coming of a Buddha] not be 
produced? The Buddha has said: "If there were no sickness, old age and death, Buddhas would not 
appear." "^88 That is because when one sees people tormented by old age, sickness and death, one makes 
the resolution (pranidhdna ) to become Buddha in order to save all beings, cure their mental illnesses and 
take them out of the pain of rebirths. Now, precisely these universes of the ten directions show all the 
causes and conditions required for the coming of a Buddha ( buddhaprddurbhdva ). How can you say that 
our universe is the only one to have a Buddha and the others do not? You merit as little credence as the 
person who says: "Here there is wood, but there is no fire; the ground is wet, but there is no water." It is the 
same for the Buddha. These beings suffer the pains of old age, sickness and death in their bodies; their 
minds are subject to the sicknesses of desire (rdga), hatred (dvesa) and ignorance (moha); the Buddha 
appears in the world to destroy this threefold suffering and introduce beings into the triple vehicle 
(ydnaytraya ). How could the Buddha not appear in all the universes where this suffering exists? It would 
be wrong to say that s single remedy (agada) is enough to cure numberless blind people (andhapurusa) 
[and consequently, a single Buddha to cure numberless beings]. Therefore the Buddhas of the ten 
directions must necessarily exist. 

2) Furthermore, a sutra^89 j n the Tch'ang a han (DIrghagama) says: "There was a king of the asuras, 
guardian of the north; during the last watch of the night, he went to the Buddha with many hundreds of koti 
of asuras, and having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he stood to one side; emitting a pure light, he 
illumined the Jetavana with a great light. Joining his hands together, he praised the Buddha with the 
following stanzas: 

Great hero, I take refuge in you! 

Buddha, the greatest of those who walk on two feet. 


787 I [Lamotte] have not found this sutra in T 99 where it should appear. Excepting error, it is lacking in the Pali 
Samyutta. 

^88 Aiiguttara, V, p. 144: Tayo bhikkhave dhamma loke na samvijjeyyum. na Tcithagato loke uppajjeyya araham 
sammasambuddho... Katame tayo? Jdti ca jara ca maranan ca. 

789 ■phis is the start of the Atanatikasutra in Sanskrit, the text of which has already been given above. 
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What you know with the wisdom-eye 
The gods cannot understand. 


Whether they be past, future, or present 
I bow before all the Buddhas. 

Taking refuge today in the Buddha 

I also pay homage equally to the Buddhas of the three times." 

In these stanzas, it is a question of the Buddhas of the ten directions; the asura king bows before the 
Buddhas of the three times; then, in particular, he takes refuge in the Buddha Sakyamuni. If the actual 
Buddhas of the ten directions did not exist, he would take refuge only in the Buddha Sakyamuni and he 
would not say anything about the other past ( atita ), future ( andgata ) or present ( pratyutpanna ) Buddhas. 
This is why we affirm the existence of the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

3) Furthermore, if there were, in the past, innumerable Buddhas, if there will be, in the future, innumerable 
Buddhas, there must also be, in the present, innumerable Buddhas. 

4) Furthermore, if, in the sravaka texts, the Buddha had spoken of incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) and 
innumerable (apramana ) Buddhas of the ten directions, beings would have said: "Since Buddhas are so 
easy to find, it is not necessary to seek deliverance ( vimoksa ) zealouly. If we won't meet this particular 
Buddha, we'll meet another one later." Out of laziness (kausfdya) they would not diligently seek their 
salvation. A gazelle that has not been shot at by [126b] an arrow ( sara ) does not know fear; but once it has 
been shot at, it bounds away [at the approach of the hunter]. In the same way, people who know the 
sufferings of old age (jara), sickness ( vyadhi ) and death ( marana ) and who have heard that there is but one 
Buddha who is very hard to find, feel fear, make energetic efforts and quickly come to escape from 
suffering. This is why, in the sravaka texts, the Buddha has not spoken about the existence of the Buddhas 
of the ten directions but neither did he say they do not exist. 

5) If the Buddhas of the ten directions exist and if you deny their existence, you are committing a sin of 
immediate retribution (dnantaryapatti). On the other hand, if the Buddhas of the ten directions do not exist 
and, nevertheless, I affirm their existence merely to produce the notion of Buddhas infinite in number 
(i apramdnabuddhasamjnd ), I gain the merit of paying homage to them (satkarapunya). Why is that? 
Because it is good intention ( kusalacitta ) that makes great merit. Thus, in the samadhi of loving-kindness 
(maitrfcittasamadhi), one considers all beings and sees them all happy; even though there is no real benefit 
for the beings [to be considered as happy], the person who considers them in this way with loving-kindness 
gains immense merit. It is the same for [the person who sets out] the idea of the Buddhas of the ten 
directions. 

If the Buddhas of the ten directions really exist and if one denies their existence, one commits the 
extremely grave sin of attacking the Buddhas of the ten directions. Why? Because one is attacking 
something true. The person does not see these Buddhas with his fleshly eye ( mdmsacaksus ); but if he 
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affirms their existence out of faith ( cittaprasada ), his merit (punya ) is immense. On the contrary, if he 
mentally denies their existence, since these Buddhas actually exist, his sin ( dpatti ) is very grave. If, then, 
the person should believe in the existence [of the Buddhas of the ten directions] from their own lights, why 
should he not then believe in them when the Buddha in person has proclaimed the existence of these 
Buddhas in the Mahayana? 


LARGE NUMBER OF SAVIORS, BUT SMALL NUMBER OF THE 
ELECT 

Question. - In the ten directions, if there is an immense number of Buddhas and bodhisattvas, why do they 
not come [to the aid] of the beings who, at the present time, are falling into the three bad destinies 
( durgati )? 

Answer. - 1) Because the sins ( dpatti ) of these beings are too serious.790 Even if the Buddhas and 
bodhisattvas come [to their aid], these beings would not see them. 

2) Moreover, the dharmakaya Buddhas ceaselessly emit rays ( rasmi ) and ceaselessly preach the Dharma 
but, because of their sins, these beings neither see nor hear them. Thus, when the sun ( surya ) rises, blind 
people ( andha ) do not see it; when thunder ( vajra ) shakes the earth, deaf people ( badhira ) do not hear it; 
similarly, the dharmakaya emits rays ceaselessly and preaches the Dharma ceaselessly, but the beings who 
have accumulated sins ( dpatti ) and stains {mala) in the course of innumerable kalpas do not see it and do 
not hear it. If the mirror ( ddarsa ) is clear or if the water (Jala ) is limpid, one can see one's image in it; but if 
the mirror is dirty or the water disturbed, one sees nothing; in the same way, beings of pure mind see the 
Buddha, while those of impure mind do not see him. Although even today, the Buddhas and bodhisattvas 
of the ten directions come to save beings, they cannot see them. 

3) Moreover, the Buddha Sakyamuni, born in JambudvTpa, lived in Kapilavastu, but often traveled to the 
six great cities of eastern India.791 One day he flew to southern India to the home of the vaisya Yi eul 
(Kotikarna), whose veneration he received.792 Another day, he went to northern India to the kingdom of 


790 Qf Samdhinirmocana, IX, st. 25: If the bodhisattvas have at their disposal inexhaustible wealth, if they are 
compassionate, how is it that there are still miseries in the world? This is solely the fault of the sins of beings. If there 
were not sins standing in opposition to their happiness, how would there be wretched people in the world since the 
bodhisattvas think only of helping others and have inexhaustible wealth? It is like the pretas tortured by thirst; they see 
the water of the ocean dry up in front of them. This torture cannot be imputed to the ocean; it is due to the retribution of 
the sins committed by the pretas. Similarly here, the suffering of wretched people cannot be imputed to this ocean which 
is the generosity of the bodhisattvas, but solely to the demoniacal actions that are the sins of beings. 

791 The frequent visits of the Buddha to the six large cities of eastern India and especially to Rajagrha and SravastI has 
already been noted. 

792 77 , e journey of the Buddha to southern India and his reception by Kotikarna. - The legend of Kotikarna in the 
Vinayas has been studied by S. Levi, Sur la recitation primitive des textes bouddhiques, JA, May-June, 1915, p. 401-417. 
The sources are Pali Vinaya, I, p. 194 seq.; Udana, p. 37 seq.; Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1447, k. 1, p. 1048c-1053c 
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the Yue tche; there he subdued the naga-king A po lo (Apalala); then, going to the west of the Yue tche 
kingdom, he subdued the raksasl, stayed in her cave ( guha ) and, even until today, the Buddha's shadow has 
remained there: those who go 

[126 c] inside the cave see nothing, but when they come outside, they see the rays at a distance. Finally, 
the Buddha flew to Ki pin (Kapisa?) on the mountain of the rsi Li po t'o (Revata); remaining in space, he 
subdued this rsi, who said to him: "I would like to stay here; would the Buddha please leave me one of his 
hairs ( kesa ) and one of his fingernails ( nakha )?" The rsi then built a stupa to venerate them which still 


(corresponding exactly to the Kotikarnavadana in the Divya, p. 1-24); Sarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1435, k. 25, p. 178a-182a; 
Mahlsasaka Vinaya, T 1421, k. 21, p. 144a; Dhannagupta Vinaya, T 1328, k. 39, p. 845b. 

In all these sources, Kotikarna is a disciple of Mahakatyayana. Teacher and disciple lived in the kingdom of Avanti, 
capital UjjayinI, on the Malva plateau. In the Pali Vinaya and the Udana, the kingdom is called Avanti; in the 
Dhannagupta and Mahlsasaka Vinayas, Aspakdvati; in the Sarvastivadin Vinaya, Asmakavanti; in the Miilasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, Asma Aparanataka. - Kotikarna went to visit the Buddha who was staying at SravastI in the Jetavana (or, 
according to the Dhannagupta Vinaya, at Rajagrha on the Grdhrakutaparvata). He prostrated before the Buddha and sat 
down at one side. The Buddha welcomed him in the usual way. Ananda prepared Kotikarna's bed in the Buddha's cell. 
The Buddha came to his cell after midnight and Kotikarna followed. At the request of the teacher, Kotikarna recited the 
Arthavarga and the Buddha congratulated him. Kotikarna infonned the Buddha about the difficulties of observing the 
monastic precepts in remote countries; in southern countries and in Avanti, where monks were few, the Buddha allowed 
five monks to conduct ordination; he also permitted the constant use of baths and shoes. 

Thus it is established from the texts that Kotikarna once went from Avanti to SravastI (or Rajagrha) to make the 
acquaintance of the Buddha. On the other hand, the sources do not say that the Buddha ever went to Avanti, or any other 
place to visit Kotikarna. Nevertheless, the Mpps is explicit: "One day the Buddha flew to southern India to the home of 
the vaisya Kotikarna, who paid his respects to him." But the Mpps is wrong. Let us see what the error consists of and let 
us try to explain it. 

a) It is wrong that the Buddha ever went to Kotikarna in Avanti, but it is true that he visited southern India. On the 
invitation of Puma and his brothers, he went to Surparaka, capital of Sronaparanta (southern Konkan). The voyage is 
described in the Miilasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1448, k. 3, p. 14b23-17a21; Divyavadana, p. 16-55 (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 234-245); Papanca, V, p. 90-92; Marattha, II, p. 378-379. The Buddha flew there with five hundred 
arhats. On the way, he converted five hundred widows, five hundred rsis and the sage Vakkalin. He landed in Surparaka 
in the sandalwood palace ( candanmala prcisadci ) which he changed into crystal. On returning, he converted the naga 
kings Krsna and Gautamaka and, according to the Pali sources, he left the imprint of his foot on the bank of the Nammada 
(actually the Nerbudda) river. From there, he went to the Marlcika heaven to convert Bhadrakanya, Maudgalyayana's 
mother. Finally at the speed of thought, he returned to SravastI to the Jetavana. 

b) There is no doubt that the Mpps is alluding to this voyage when it says that the Buddha flew to southern India. But why 
does it say that the Buddha went to the home of Kotikarna when the Buddha was received by Puma? Probably because 
Surparaka, Puma's city, is located in Sronaparanta and the surname of Kotikarna is Srona (in Pali, Sona Kotikanna). The 
Mpps is not alone in having brought together the name of the country and the surname of heroes, whereas in the other 
Vinayas which we have analyzed above, Kotikarna is the disciple of Mahakatyayana and a native of Avanti. The 
Mahasamghika Vinaya, T 1425, k. 23, p. 415c, has it that he was a disciple of Puma and living at Chou na 
(Sronaparanta). 
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exists today; at the foot of this mountain is the monastery ( vihara ) of Li yue, to be pronounced Li po t'o 
(Revata).^93 


^93 The journey of the Buddha to the north-west of India. - The Mpps briefly recalls only the more important incidents: 
the subjugation of the naga Apalala, the conversion of the raksasl, the miracle of the shadow, the conversion of Revata. - 
The cycle of Asoka is hardly any more prolix; it mentions only four incidents: 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23, p. 165b: “When the Buddha was about to enter into nirvana, he converted the naga-king Apalala, 
the master-potter (kumbhakdra) , the candala, the naga Gopali; then he went to the kingdom of Mathura." 

Divyavadana, p. 348 (corrupt text): Yadd Bhagavdn parinirvanakalasamaye ’parldlanagam vinvya kumbhkdrim Canddlun 
Gopalun cha tesdm Mathurdm anuprdptah. 

A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 9, p. 102b, adds some geographical indications: "Once, when the Buddha was in the 
kingdom of Ou tch'ang (Uddiyana), he subdued the naga, A po po (Apalala). In the kingdom of K'i pin (probably Kapisa, 
and not Kasmir as Przyluski, Asoka, p. 245, would have it) he converted the fan tche (brahmacarin) teacher. In the 
kingdom of K'ien t'o wei (Gandhara), he converted the tchen t'o lo (candala). In the kingdom of Gandhara, he subdued the 
ox-naga (gonaga , i.e., Gopalanaga). Then he went to Mathura." The voyage is told in detail in the Mulasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, Ken pen chouo... yao che, T 1448, k. 9, p. 40b6-41cl. The judicious comments of S. Levi in Catalogue 
geographique des Yaksha, JA, Jan.-Feb., 1914, passim should be added to the translation given by Przyluski, Le Nord- 
Ouest de I'Inde, JA, Nov.-Dec., 1914, p. 510-517. 

With some goodwill, one may retrace the major stages of this journey by taking as an outline the Mulasarvastivadin 
Vinaya and introducing into it the information provided by the Mpps, the Kouan fo san mei (T 643) and especially the 
Chinese pilgrims Fa hien (in Kao seng fa hien tchouan, T 2085), Song yun (in Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092) and Hiuan 
tsang (in Si yu ki, T 2087 and Ta ts'eu ngen sseu san tsang fa che tchouan, T 2053), who visited north-west India in 399, 
520 and 630 respectively. For greater objectivity, I [Lamotte] will refer to the sources directly and not the translations of 
Legge and Giles (for Fa hien), Chavannes (for Song yun), Sr. Julien, Beal and Watters (for Hiuan Tsang). Despite its late 
date, the Avadanakalpalata, ch. 34-57 (ed. Mitra, II, p. 110-151) merits all the attention given to it by Dcmieville in his 
study on Versions chinoises du Milindapcihha, BEFEO, XXIV, 1924, p. 36-43. The splendid Greco-Buddhist discoveries 
of Foucher and the French archeological work in Afghanistan pennit us to trace the Buddha's footsteps on the maps they 
have prepared. Cf. A. Foucher, Notes sur la geographique ancienne du Gandhara, BEFEO, I, 1901, p. 322-369; Notes sur 
I'itineraire de Hiuan tsang en Afghanistan, Etudes asiatiques, Paris, 1925; De Kdpisi a Puskaravati, BSOS, VI, p. 341 - 
348; J. Barthoux, Les Fouilles de Hadda, Paris, 1933., p. 4: map of the Jelal-Abad district. 

According to the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.), after having crossed the Indus towards the west, the Buddha took eight 
stages to cross Uddiyana, the Lampaka, and arrived in the neighborhood of Peshawar. 

1st stage. - In the kingdom of the Yue tche (Mpps, p. 126b), in Uddiyana (A yu wang tchouan, p. 102b), near the sources 
of the Swat (Si yu ki, p. 882b), he subdued the Naga Apalala. We have already studied the legends relating to this naga 
and we have seen that except for the P'ou sa pen hing king, T 155, k. 2, p. 116b-c, which locates him in the pool of Yeou 
lien, near Rajagrha, the other sources locate him in the north-west. 

The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.) gives a detailed account of the struggle between the Buddha and the naga: 
Accompanied by Vajrapani, the Buddha arrives at Apalala's palace. Furious, the naga-king rises up in the air and rains 
down a deluge of hail and clods of earth. Having entered the meditation on loving-kindness, the Buddha changes the 
hailstones and the earthen clods into various perfumes. The naga hastens to send weapons against him which are 
immediately changed into lotus flowers. Then Apalala spreads a cloud of smoke which the Buddha counters with another 
cloud of perfume. On the Buddha's order, Vajrapani with his club destroys the mountain crest which crumbles and fills up 
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the naga's lake. To prevent the latter from fleeing, the Buddha sends out flames everywhere. Apalala takes refuge close to 
the Buddha where the earth is quiet and cool. Subdued, he takes refuge in the Three Jewels. 

The taming of Apalala is represented on the Gandharan bas-relifs (Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, I, fig 270-275) and 
the Chinese pilgrims Fa hien (p. 858a), Song yun (p. 1020a) and Hiuan tsang (p. 882c) add further details: they note the 
place where the Buddha dried his kasaya wetted by the naga, the rock where he left his foot-print, the spring where he 
chewed a willow twig which he planted and which immediately became a big tree. 

2nd stage. - Conversions of the rsi and the yaksa in the villages of Tsiu lou (in Tib., Yul ghis grags su ) and Kantha, which 
must certainly be located on the upper Swat. 

3rd stage. - Sojourn in the rice-granary city which is none other than Mangalaor, in Sanskrit, Mangalapura, the Mong kie 
li of Fiiuan tsang (p. 883b), capital of the Uddiyana kings. There, according to the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya and Hiuan 
tsang, the Buddha healed and converted the mother of king Uttarasena. 

It seems that after this third stage, the Buddha, either walking or flying south-west, went directly to Lampaka (Lamghan) 
a district of Afghanistan located on the middle course of the Kubha river, (Kabul). Its main cities are Nagarahara (Jelal- 
abad) and Hadda (cf. J. Barthoux, Les fouilles de Hadda , I and III, Paris, 1933). Its neighbor to the east is Gandhara, 
cradle of Greco-Buddhist art, made famous by the works of Foucher; to the west, Kapisa, capital KapisI (Begram), 
illustrated by the French archeological works in Afghanistan (cf. J. Hackin, Recherches archeologiques a Begram , 2 vol., 
Paris, 1939; J. Hackin and J. Carl, Recherches archeologiques au Col de Khair khanah, Paris, 1936). Note that Lampaka, 
long a tributary of Kapisa (cf. Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, k. 2, p. 878b) is often confused with it in the texts. 

4th stage. - City of Revata (Chin., Kiyi to, Tib., Dbah Idan) where the Buddha converted the master potter ( kumbakdra) 
as is told at length in the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya (l.c.). We have seen that the A yu sang tchouan locates the conversion 
of this brahmacarin teacher at K'ipin. Pryzluski, Legende d'Asoka, p. 245, thinks that K'i pin means here the Kasmir, but I 
[Lamotte] have good reason to think that is it rather Kapisa-Lampaka. This is not impossible because if "it is certain that, 
in the translations of Buddhist texts prior to the year 600, Ki pin always corresponds, when we have a parallel Sanskrit 
text, to Kasmir and not to Kapisa-Lampaka, ... theoretically it is not impossible that Ki pin may have originally meant 
KapisI," (P. Pelliot, Tokharien et Koutcheen, JA, Jan.-Mar., 1934, p. 39 note). The Mpps tells us that here the rsi Revata 
built a stupa on a mountain, containing the hair and finger-nails of the Buddha and that, at the foot of this mountain, there 
was still at his time the vihara called Revata. 

Fa hien (p. 839a) found a stupa 400 paces from the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow built over the hair and finger-nails of 
the Buddha, located a half-yojana from Nagarahara, Hiuan tsang (Si yu ki, p. 879a) found this same stupa at the north¬ 
west side of the cave; it contained, he said, the Buddha's hair and nails. Song yun (p. 1021c) also notes at Nagarahara 
some famous relics containing the tooth and the hair of the Buddha. This can only be the stupa built by Revata and the 
relics gathered by him after his conversion. 

Therefore Revata's stupa and vihara are near Nagarahara and the mountain of K'i pin in question here is to be found in 
Kapisa-Lampaka and not in Kasmir 

The monastery of Revata (in Chinese Li yue or Li po t'o) was well-known. In the legend of Asoka (Divyavadana, p. 399; 
Tsa a han, T 99, k. 23, p. 169a-b; A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 2, p. 105a; A yu wang king, t. 2043, k. 3, p. 139c), the 
great emperor, in a mystical trance, invited the faithful wise men dwelling in the pleasant city of Kasmlra or the viharas of 
Tamasavana, Mahavana and Revataka. The pleasant city of Kasmlra, as the name indicates, is in Kasmir; the Tamasvana 
and the Mahavana (Sounigram) are in Uddiyana (cf. Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2097, k. 4, p. 889b; k. 3, p. 883a); as for 
Revataka, we locate it in Kapisa. The latter enjoyed great veneration by the faithful. The Sutralamkara (tr. Huber, p. 429) 
mentions the case of a poor man and a poor woman from K'ipin (Kapisa) who went so far as to sell themselves in order to 
make offerings to the monks of the Revata monastery. 
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We may add that there are many 'Revata's' in Buddhist hagiography; Malalasekara's dictionary of proper names (II, p. 
751-755) counts no less than a dozen and the list is not complete. There was, notably in a monastery of Kasmir, a Revata 
or rather a Raivataka, who was the hero of an avadana told in chap. 103 of the Avadanakalpalata, ed. S.C. Das, II, p. 979: 
Purd Raivatako ndma Kasmiresu sucivratah / 

Bhiksuh Sailavihare 'bhut sarvabhutadayasrah // 

"Among the Kasmirians in the Craggy Monastery, there once was a monk with pure vows, named Raivataka, the 
compassionate support of all beings." 

The Vibhasa, T 1545, k. 125, p. 654c-655b, tells his misadventure at length: Once in the kingdom of Kiel cho mi lo 
(Kasmlra), there was a capital called Pi lo tch'a (Biratha). Not far from this city there was a monastery ( samghdrdma), the 
Che yai (Sailavihara) where there lived a bhiksu-arhat. One day, he was about to dye his robe when a man approached 
and asked if he had seen his calf. When the monk replied in the negative, the man examined the inoffensive dye-vat; fate, 
or rather the law of kanna, had it that the man mistook the robe for a cow's hide, the dye for its blood and the vat for the 
head of the cow. The bhiksu was thrown into prison by the king and his pupils were not concerned about him. After many 
years, they came anyway to reclaim him from the king and to protest his innocence. When he was to be liberated, the 
bhiksu had changed so much in appearance that nobody recognized him any; they had to shout aloud in the prison: 
"Where are you, O sramana? By the royal favor you are free." The bhiksu leapt out of prison and flew up into the air. At 
this sight, the king felt remorse and apologized to the bhiksu who affirmed that he had never felt any anger towards the 
king and recommended that his students not hold it against the king. A young sramanera who had not heard this advice, 
inwardly cursed the evil city that had imprisoned his master for so many years. An amanusya, divining his thoughts, 
caused a rain of earth to fall that completely destroyed the capital of Kasmir. 

[Chavannes, who was unaware of the above-mentioned sources, knew the story of the bhiksu Revata from two tales 
incorporated in the Kieou tsa p'i yu king, T 206, no. 32, k. 1, p. 516a, and Tsa pao tsang king, T 203, no. 19, k. 2, p. 457b. 
He translated them in his Contes, I, p. 395; III, p. 15-17.] 

5th stage. - The city of Green Reeds (Chin. Lou so; Tib. Gsih ma can] where the Buddha converted a yaksa and his 
family. 

6th stage. - The city of 'Shelter-heap' (Sansk. Kiitapala) where the Buddha converted the cow-herder (gopdla ) and the 
naga-king Sou tchd. This passage from the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya is probably interpolated; it should read "where the 
Buddha converted the naga-king Gopala". Other sources tell us that the Buddha left his shadow in the naga's cave; here is 
their content: 

a. The Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya places the conversion of the naga-king Gopala at Kutipala but does not mention the 
Cave of the Shadow. 

b. Fa hien and Song yun describe the Cave of the Shadow at length which they locate at Nagarahara but say nothing of 
the conversion of the naga Gopala. 

c. Hiuan tsang places at Nagarahara both the conversion of the naga Gopala and the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow. 

d. The Kouan fo san mei hai king locates at Nagarahata the conversion of a naga whose name it does not mantion and that 
of five raksasl. It describes at length the circumstances that led to the Buddha leaving his shadow in the naga's cave. 

e. The Mpps places the conversion of the female raksasl and the Cave of the Buddha's Shadow in the west of the land of 
Yue tche. 

No doubt the same legend lies hidden beneath the divergences of detail. Some citations from these sources will convince 
the reader: 

Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 859a3-7: "If one follows the mountain chain to the south-west, half a yojana south of the city 
of Nagarahara, there is a rock cave where the Buddha left his shadow. When one looks at it at from a distance of more 
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than ten paces, it has the appearance of the true shape of the Buddha with his golden color ( suvarnavarna ), his major 
marks (Jaksana) and minor marks ( anuvyanjana ), his rays ( rasmi) and his light ( prabha ). The closer one gets, it becomes 
dimmer as if it were an illusion. When the kings of the neighboring regions sent their artists to make a copy of it, none of 
them succeeded. In this land there is a popular tradition that says that the thousand Buddhas must all leave their shadow 
there." 

[The difficulties always experienced by artists trying to reproduce the Buddha's image are illustrated by a short tale told 
by the Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, T 1442, k. 45, p. 874a-b; Divyavadana, p. 547 (tr. Burnouf, Introduction, p. 304; San 
pao kan ying yao lio you, T 2084, k. 1, p. 827-828: Rudrayana, king of Roruk, made a gift to Bimbisara, king of 
Magadha, of a marvellous breastplate. The latter, in return, wished to send him a portrait of the Buddha, but the painters 
entrusted with this work were unable to take their eyes off their divine model and their hands remained inactive. The 
Buddha then projected his shadow onto a cloth; the painter then traced the outline and added the colors.] 

Song yun, Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092, k. 3, p. 1021c-1022a (according to the corrections and translations of E. 
Chavannes, Voyage de Song yun, BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 428): "I arrived in Nagarahara where I saw the cave with the 
Buddha's shadow; there is a door facing west; if one penetrates the mountain to a depth of fifteen paces and one looks 
from afar, then all the distinctive marks [of the Buddha] appear clearly; if one touches the place with one's hand, there is 
nothing but the face of the rock; if one withdraws gradually, one begins to see the face appear again in a remarkable way; 
that is a very rare phenomenon in the world. In front of the cave there is a square rock on which is the imprint of one of 
the Buddha's feet. One hundred paces south-west of the cave is the place where the Buddha washed his garments." 

A century later, Hiuan tsang also had the occasion to visit the cave, of which he gives ample detail. Cf. Si yu ki, T 2087, 
k. 2, p. 879a (tr. Beal, I, p. 93-95; Watters, I, p. 184) and Vie de Hiuan tsang, T 2053, k. 2, p. 229c-230a (tr. Beal, Life of 
Huien tseng, p. 61-62). He states that the Buddha's shadow, seen clearly at earlier times, was no longer visible except on 
rare occasions and to certain individuals. The Vie tells under what dramatic circumstances he himself was privileged to 
see the shadow; it is a fine page of religious literature which may be read in Grousset's Sur les traces du Buddha, Paris, 
1929, p. 93-95. 

According to Hiuan tsang, the cave had been inhabited fonnerly by the naga Gopala, a cow-herder who had been changed 
into a naga in revenge. Converted by the Buddha, he had asked him for pennission to remain in his cave always. Hiuan 
tsang confirms certain details already mentioned by his predessors: like Fa hien, he is aware of the tradition according to 
which the thousand Buddhas of the good kalpa must leave their shadow in this cave; like Song yun, he saw the place near 
the cave where the Buddha left the imprint of his feet and washed his clothes. He also notes, close to the cave, the 
presence of other caves "which the other noble disciples of the Buddha had occupied as their places of meditation." Now 
we know from the Kouan fo san mei hai king that the naga king and his raksasis had built five caves for the great 
disciples of the Buddha. 

The Kouan fo san mei hai king, T 643, k. 2, p. 670b-681b (tr. J. Przyluski, Le Nord-Oest de I'lnde, p. 565-568), was 
translated by Buddhabhadra (died 429), perhaps a native of Nagarahara (Bagchi, I, p. 341, n.3), thus in a good position to 
tell us the folklore of Lampaka. This very detailed work is perhaps the direct source of the Mpps. Here is a brief summary 
of it: 

The Buddha came to the kingdom of Na kie ho lo (Nagarahara), on the mountain of the old rsi, in the flowering forest of 
Jambu, at the shore of a poisonous naga's pool, north of the source of blue lotuses, in the cave of the raksas, south of the 
mountain A na sseu (Anasin). There was, at that time in the cave, five raksas who had been changed into female nagas 
and were the mates of a poisonous naga. They caused famine and epidemics in the land. Puspabhuti, king of Nagarahara, 
invited the Buddha to rid his kingdom of this scourge. Accompanied by Ananda and four great disciples, the Buddha went 
to the mountain of the old rsi and, with the help of Vajrapani and Maudgalyayana, vanquished the naga and the five 
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If people who were bom in the same country as the Buddha were unable to see him, then what can be said 
of strangers? Therefore, it is not because the Buddhas of the ten directions are unseen that one can say that 
they do not exist. 

4) Furthermore, the bodhisattva Mi Id (Maitreya), despite his great loving-kindness ( maitri), stays in his 
celestial palace and does not come here. But, because he does not come, can it be said that he does not 
exist? If we find it strange that Maitreya, who is so close [to us], does not come, why should we be 
surprised that the Buddhas of the ten directions who are so far away do not come [to us]? 

5) Furthermore, if the Buddhas of the ten directions do not come here, it is because beings are laden with 
very heavy wrong-doings ( dpatti ) and stains (mala), and do not fulfill the qualities ( guna ) needed to see the 
Buddhas. 

6) Moreover, the Buddhas, [before coming], first must know it the roots of good (kusalamula) of beings 
are ripe (pakva ) and their fetters ( samyojana ) light. It is only after that that they come here. It is said: 

By a preliminary examination, the Buddhas recognize beings 


raksasls. At their request, he agreed to stay for a time in the rock cave of the raksasls. When he wanted to leave, the naga- 
king asked him to stay with him forever. "If you leave me, I will never see the Buddha again," he lamented. "I will 
commit bad deeds again and fall back into my evil ways." The Buddha consoled him: "I accept; I will stay in the cave for 
fifteen hundred years." Then the Buddha performed a series of miracles; he leaped up and his body entered into the rock. 
The nagas all saw the Buddha who remained in the rock and whose brightness was seen outside. Without leaving the 
pool, they constantly saw the sun of the Buddha seated cross-legged inside the rock. When living beings saw him, it was 
by looking from a distance; from close up he was not visible.... The shadow also preached the Dharma." (tr. J. Przyluski). 
Finally, we may note that Foucher has identified the Cave of the Shadow near the village of Tchhar Bagh. The Buddha 
and bodisattvas have also left their shadows in several other places, notably at KausambI and at Gaya (cf. Kem, Manual, 
p. 90-91). In this latter city, the shadow is represented on a sculpted post: "A rock-hewn cell of the usual type, a stone bed 
inside shown in very low relief; on the right, two lay people richly clothed, approach with joined palms. Inside the cave, a 
small standing person had been painted, holding a monk's staff." (Coomarasawamy, La sculpture de Bodhgaya, p. 37 and 
pi. XLVII, 2). 

7th stage. - The seventh stage brought the Buddha to the city of Nandivardhana. According to the Miilasarvastivadin 
Vinaya, the Buddha converted king Devabhuti and his family there, the seven sons of the candali, the protector yaksa of 
the lake, the nagas Asvaka and Punarvasu, for whom he left his shadow in a lake close to the city, and finally the two 
yaksls Nalika and Nadodaya. 

S. Levi, who has collected a series of references on the city of Nandivardhana (cf. Catalogue geographique des Yaksa, p. 
78), locates it between Jelal-abad and Peshawar. The A yu wang tchouan (T 2042, k. 1, p. 102b), for what it is worth, 
restricts the area of search, for it places the conversion of the candali in Gandhara. This event having occurred at 
Nandivardhana, the city of this name is somewhere between the western border of Gandhara and the city of Peshawar. It 
is likely that the Buddha, leaving Nagarahara, crossed Lampaka in an easterly direction and entered Gandhara by the 
Khyber Pass (or more likely, by flying over the mountains) and arrived at Nandivardhana. 

8th and 9th stages. - On leaving Nandivardhana, the Buddha went to the city of KuntI, where he tamed the yaksl of the 
same name; then to the village of Kharjura where he foretold the building of the great caitya of Kaniska. Hiuan tsang (Si 
yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 879c) tells us that the caitya was near Peshawar; archeologists have found its location in the tumuli 
at Shah-ki-Dheri. ' 
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Whom no skillful means ( updya ) can save, 

Those who are difficult to save or easy to convert. 

Those whose conversion will be slow or fast. 

By means of the rays, by the bases of miraculous power (. rddhibala ), 

By all kinds of means, the Buddhas save beings. 

There are rebels whom the Buddha avoids, 

There are rebels whom the Buddha does not protect. 

He has hard words for the violent who are difficult to convert; 

He has soft words for the gentle who are easy to save. 

Despite his loving-kindness, his compassion and his equanimity, 

He knows the favorable time and, in his wisdom, he uses skillful means. 

This is why, although the Buddhas of the ten directions do not come here, it cannot be said that they do not 
exist. 

7) Moreover, if the great arhats such as Sariputra, etc., and the great bodhisattvas such as Maitreya, etc., 
cannot know the wisdom ( prajnd ), power ( bala ), skillful means (updya) and superknowledges ( abhijnd ) of 
the Buddha, how could worldlings ( prthaqgjana ) know them? 

8) Finally, when, menaced by imminent danger, a being wholeheartedly invokes the Buddhas or great 
bodhisattvas, it sometimes happens that they do come to his aid. 

a. Thus in the west of Ta yue tche, near the monastery ( vihdra ) of BuddhosnIsa,794 there was a man 
suffering leprosy ( paman, kusta), a wind sickness ( vdyuvyddhi ). He went to the statue ( pratimd ) of the 
bodhisattva Pien ki (Samantabhadra); one-pointedly ( ekacittena ) he took refuge in him (saranam gatah) 
and, thinking of the qualities of the bodhisattva Samantabhadra, he asked him to remove his sickness. 
Immediately the statue of the bodhisattva rubbed the leper's body with the precious rays [that came] from 
his stoney hand and the sickness disappeared. 

b. In a certain land, there was a forest bhiksu ( aranyabhik.su ) who often recited the Mahayana [sutras]. The 
king of the land always gave him his hair ( kesa ) to trample under his [127 a] feet. A bhiksu said to the 
king: "This man, O maharaja, has not often recited the sutras; why do you pay him so much homage?" The 
king replied: " Once in the middle of the night, I went to see this bhiksu whom I found in a cave ( guhd ) 
reciting the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarlkasutra). I saw another man with golden colored rays 


794 This is the precious relic of the Usnlsa, a bone fonnation on the skull of the Buddha; it was at Hi lo (Hadda), about 
five miles south of Nagarahara (Jelal-Abad). The Chinese pilgrims never failed to visit it and they describe in detail the 
festivals that took place there: Fa hien tchouan, T 2085, p. 858c (tr. Legge, p. 36-38); Lo yang k'ie lan ki, T 2092, k. 5, p. 
1021c (tr. Chavannes, BEFEO, III, 1903, p. 427-428); Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 2, p. 879a (tr. Beal, I, p. 96; Watters, I, p. 195- 
198); Yi tsing, Religieux eminents, tr. Chavannes, p. 24, 79, 105. 
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(,suvarnavarnarasmi ) mounted on a white elephant who, with joined palms (, krtanjali ), paid homage to the 
bhiksu. When I approached, he disappeared. 1 then asked the venerable one ( bhadanta ) why the man with 
the rays had disappeared at my arrival. The bhiksu answered: "That is the bodhisattva Pien ki 
(Samantabhadra); this bodhisattva has made the following vow: 'Each time someone recites the 
Saddharmapundarikasutra, I will come on a white elephant to teach him (avavdda).'^^^ As I was reciting 
the Saddharmapundarikasutra, the bodhisattva Samantabhadra came in person." [Note by Kumarajiva: Pien 
ki in the Fa houa king is called P'ou hien, Samantabhadra]. 

c. Finally, in a certain country, there was a bhiksu who recited the A mi t'o fo king (Amitabhabuddhasutra) 
and the Mo ho pan jo po lo mi (Mahaprajnaparamita). When he was about to die, he said to his students: 
"Here comes the Buddha Amitabha with his great samgha"; his body shook, he took refuge and died at 
once. After his death, his students built a funeral-pyre and burned him. The next day, among the ashes 
(bhasman ) they discovered the bhiksu's tongue (jihvd ) which had not burned up. Because he had recited 
the Amitabhabuddhasutra, this bhiksu had seen the buddha Amitabha come to him; because he had recited 
the Prajnaparamita, his tongue could not be burned.796 

These are facts of the present day, and the sutras tell of many cases of Buddhas and bodhisattvas appearing. 
Thus in many places there are people whose sins ( dpatti ), stains (mala) and bonds ( bandhana ) are light; 
they wholeheartedly ( ekacittena ) invoke the Buddha; their faith ( sraddhd ) is pure and free of doubt; they 
will necessarily succeed in seeing the Buddha and their efforts will not be in vain. 

For all these reasons, we know that the Buddhas of the ten directions really exist. 




795 xhis promise was made by Samantabhadra when, leaving the buddhafield of the buddha Ratnatejobhyudgataraja, he 
went to the Saha universe to visit Sakyamuni on the Grdhrakutaparvata. It is recorded in the Saddharmapundarlka, p. 475- 
476: ye ca bhagavan pastime kale pastime samaye pascimdydm pahcasatydm .... dandapariharam karisyami 
visadusanam karisyami. 

"If, at the end of time, in that last era during the last five hundred years [of the kalpa], O Bhagavat, monks or nuns or the 
faithful of both sexes, possessing, writing, researching, chanting this explanation of the Dharma, I will show my own 
body to them, the sight of which is pleasing to all beings. Mounted on a six-tusked white elephant, surrounded by a crowd 
of bodhisattvas, on the twenty-first day, I will go to the place where the Dharma teachers walk, and when I get there, I 
will teach these interpreters of the Dharma, I will make them accept the teaching, I will encourage them, I will fill them 
with joy and give them magical spells so that these interpreters of the Dharma will not be oppressed by anyone; so that 
not a single being, whether human or non-human, will have a chance to surprise them and so that women will be unable 
to seduce them. I will watch over them, I will ensure their safety, I will protect them from being beaten or being 
poisoned." (tr. Burnout). 

For the white elephant, the mount of Samantabhadra, cf. Kouan p'ou hien p'ou sa hing fa king, T 277, p. 390a. 

796 Qf Hobogirin, Amida, p. 25. 
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Sutra'. At that time, in that universe there was a bodhisattva called P'ou ming (Samantarasmi) - (Atlm tatra 
lokadhdtau Samantarasmir ndma bodhisattvah). 

Sdstra: For the meaning of the word 'bodhisattva' see Chapter VIII. 

Why is this bodhisattva called Samantarasmi? Because his rays ( rasmi ) illumine all the universes 
ceaselessly. 

Sutra: Seeing this great brilliance, this great trembling of the earth and the [ordinary] body of the Buddha, 
he went to the Buddha Ratnakara and said: “Bhagavat, what are the causes and conditions for this great 
brilliance that lights up the universe, for this great trembling of the earth and the appearance of the body of 
the Buddha?” ( mahdntum avabhasam drstvd tam ca mahantam prthivicalam tain ca mahantam 
prthivicalam tam ca bhagavatah prakrtam dtmabhdvam drstvd yena bhagavdn Ratndkaras 
tenopasamkrdmad upasamkramya tam tathdgatam etad avocat. ko bhagavan hetuh pratyayo ‘sya mahato 
‘vabhdsasya loke prddurbhdvdya, bhdvasya ca mahatah prthivTcdlasya, asya ca tathdgatasya 
prdkrtdtmabhdvasya samdarsandya). 

Sdstra : For the trembling of the earth, the body of the Buddha and his brilliance, see Act V, above. 

Question. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi, the most venerable and the foremost of the bodhisattvas, should 
himself know all that. Why does he question the Buddha on this subject? 

Answer. - 1 ) Great as he is, the bodhisattva Samantarasmi is incapable of knowing the wisdom ( prajna ) 
and the miraculous power (rddhibala) of the Buddha; it is like the moon ( candra ) whose light, great 
though it is, disappears at day-break ( suryodaya ). This is why he asks the Buddha. 

2) Moreover, the bodhisattvas always want to see the Buddha and their hearts are insatiable [127 b] 
(i asamtusta ). Even without any reason, they wish to see the Buddha; what then can be said when they have 
good reasons? 

2) Moreover, Samantarasmi's motivation [for asking Ratnakara] in unquestionable. It is not astonishing that 
the calf ( vatsa ) follows its mother; it is normal for kinglets to come to greet the great king. Similarly, the 
great bodhisattvas who have derived such great benefits from the Buddha always wish to follow the 
Buddha. Thus, when the bodhisattva SamantaraOmi sees these things, his attention is awakened; [he says]: 
"This must be something very important." Seeing that the incalculable ( asamkhyeya) innumerable 
(i aprameya ) universes become visible one to another, he questions the Buddha. 

4) Finally, some say: The bodhisattva Samantarasmi [knows the reasons for these miracles] because he 
himself has miraculous power (. rddhibala ) or because the Buddha Sakyamuni makes them known to him. If 
he asks the Buddha, it is intended only for the lesser bodhisattvas who do not know. These lesser 
bodhisattvas, out of fear of objections, do not dare to question the Buddha; this is why Samantarasmi asks 
for them. The bodhisattva Samantarasmi guides the [RatnavatT] universe with its youths ( ddraka ) and 
maidens ( ddrikd ); therefore he knows that they cannot ask the Buddha. Just as when a big elephant 
(mahdgaja) uproots a big tree ( mahdvrksa ) to allow the little elephants ( gajapota ) to eat its leaves, thus 
Samantarasmi questions the Buddha [for the lesser bodhisattvas] and asks him: "Bhadanta, what are the 
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causes and conditions for this great brilliance, for this great trembling of the earth, and for the appearance 
of the body of the Buddha?" 




Sutra : The Buddha Ratnakara answered Samantarasmi: “O son of good family, in the west, beyond 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges, is the universe called So p'o (Saha). The Buddha named 
Sakyamuni is there who, at this time, is preaching the Prajnaparamita to the bodhisattva-mahasattvas. 
These [marvels are caused] by his miraculous power” ( Evam ukte Ratndkaras tathdgatah Samantarasmim 
bodhisattvam etad avocat. asti kulaputra itah pascimayam disi gahgdnadivdlukopamdn lokadhatun 
atikramya Saha ndma lokadhdtus tatra Sakramunir ndma tathdgatas tistati. sa bodhisattvdndm 
mahasattvanam prajndpdramitam samprakasayati. tasydyam fdrso 1 hubhavah .) 

Sdstra. - Question. - The Buddha is like Mount Sumera which cannot be moved by the waves ( tarahga ) of 
the great sea; why does he reply here to Samantarasmi? That is a mark of agitation ( ijydnimitta ), for when 
the mind is concentrated, one does not talk; a certain agitation of the mind is necessary to talk. Preaching 
the Dharma comes from an arousal ( avabodhana ) which in itself is a coarse thing ( sthuladravya ). But the 
Buddha cannot have anything coarse. 

[127 c] Answer. - 7) Deep in samadhi, the Buddha is not disturbed ( injita ) by things of the world; 
nevertheless, as a result of hs great loving kindness ( maitri ) and great compassion ( karund ), he has 
compassion for beings and preaches the Dharma for them to destroy their doubts. Like Sumeru, king of the 
mountains, unshaken by gentle winds but which trembles strongly when the Souei-lan winds797 blow, the 
Buddha, at the breath of the wind of his great loving-kindness and great compassion, is moved by 
compassion and constantly enters into the five destinies (pancagati) in order to convert beings; to this 
effect he assumes [the five kinds of existence], from the god realm to the animal realm. 

2) Actually, [even while he speaks], the Buddha is not disturbed and is always resting in samadhi; but as a 
result of his merits acquired in earlier existences ( purvajanma ), he utters sounds ( sabda ) and answers in the 


797 The reading Souei Ian (170 and 13; 140 and 14) found in the Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 34, p. 736 under its 
homophone, Souei lan (170 and 13; 46 and 9), is probably in error and should be corrected to P'i lari (81 and 4; 140 and 
14). It is actually the latter reading which is found in two other passages of the Mpps: 1) At k. 11, p. 139b-c: "The winds 
coming from the four cardinal directions cannot shake mount Meru, but at the end of the great kalpa, the P'i lan wind 
arises and blows [upon mount Meru] like a pile of straw." At k. 17, p. 188b: "The winds coming from the eight directions 
cannot shake mount Meru, but at the end of the kalpa, the P'i lan winds arise and blow on mount Meru like a pile of 
straw." 

These P'i lan winds are the vairambha or vairambhaka of the Sanskrit texts (Divyavadana, p. 90, 105; Kosa, VI, p. 155) 
and the verambha of the Pali texts (Samyutta, II, p. 231; Anguttara, I, p. 137; Jataka, III, p. 255, 484; VI, p. 326). 
According to the Samyutta (l.c.), the verambha winds blow in upper space ( upari akdsa). When a bird encounters them, 
the verambha winds strike it and its claws, wings, head and body are scattered. 
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manner of an echo ( pratisruta ). Like a heavenly musical instrument ( divyaturya ) that emits sounds 
automatically (svatah), like a precious stone ( mani ) that automatically gives people everything they desire 
in the way of clothing ( dvara ), food ( ahara) or music ( vddya ), the Buddha speaks automatically through 
all the pores (romakupa) of his body and preaches the Dharma according to the wishes [of his listeners] 
without any action, thought ( manasikdra ) or conception ( vikalpa ) on his part. 

Thus it is said in the Mi tsi kin kang king (Guhyakvajrapanisutra):^^ "There are three secrets ( guhya ) in 
the Buddha: the body secret ( kdyaguhya ), the speech secret ( vdgguhya ) and the mind secret ( cittaguhya ). 
Neither gods nor men can grasp them or understand them. 

a. The members of a given assembly (samgha) see the body of the Buddha [with its changing aspects]: his 
color (varna) is yellow-gold, silver-white or a mixture of precious colors; his size is one arm-span and six 
feet, one li, ten li, a hundred li, a thousand li, ten thousand li or one hundred thousand li, sometimes even it 
is infinite ( ananta ), immense ( apramana) like space ( dkdsa ). Such is the secret of the body. 

b. Secret of the voice. - They hear the voice of the Buddha at a distance of one li, ten, a hundred, a 
thousand, ten thousand, a hundred thousand li, or even at an incalculable ( asamkhyeya ) immense 
(i aprameya ) distance like space. In a given assembly, some hear the Buddha preach on generosity ( dana ), 
others on morality (silo), others on exertion (vfiya), dhyana or wisdom ( prajnd ). And so the twelve classes 
of sutra and the 80,000 dhannaskandhas are heard according to the wishes of everyone. Such is the secret 
of speech. 

One day Mou lien (Maudgalyayana)799 had this thought: "I would like to know the range of the Buddha's 
voice." Then, by virtue of his base of miraculous powers (. rddhipdda ), he passed through innumerable 
thousands of millions of buddha-universes ( buddhalokadhdtu ) and then he stopped; he still heard the voice 
of the Buddha as if he were quite close. In the universe where he had stopped, a Buddha was in the process 
of dining with his great assembly. 800 that land, the people were large, and Maudgalyayana [coming 
from the Saha universe where people are small] was standing in a begging bowl (pdtra ). The disciples 
asked their Buddha: " Where does this insect-headed person come from? He is dressed like a sramana." 
The Buddha replied: "Do not despise this man. In the west ( pascimaydm disi), beyond innumerable 
buddha-lands, there is a Buddha named Sakyamuni and this man whom you see is a powerful disciple of 
this Buddha." Then the Buddha asked Maudgalyayana: "Why have you come here?" Maudgalyayana 
answered: "I have come to find out [the range] of the Buddha Sakyamuni's [128 a] voice." The Buddha 
said to him: "So you want to know the range of the Buddha's voice! If you distanced yourself [from him] 
for innumerable kalpas, you would never get to the limit of his range." 


^98 Here the Mpps gives some extracts from the third part of the Ratnakuta, of which we have two Chinese and one 
Tibetan translations. Cf. Mi tsi kin kang li che houei, T 310, k. 10, p. 53b seq.; Dc b€in gsegs pahi gsan 
(Tathagatacintyaguhyanirdesa): cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 214; OKC, no. 760, 3, p. 231. 

^99 j n ti le sources mentioned in the preceding note, Maudgalyayana's experience is told in the following places: T 310, k. 
10, p. 56c-57a; T 312, k. 7, p. 720c-721a. Later, the Mpps, k. 30, p. 284a, will refer to it also. 

800 According to T 310 and T 312 (l.c.), the universe where Maudgalyayana stopped was called Kouang tiling fan 
(Rasmipataka, 'Banner of Rays'); it was led by the Buddha Kouang ming wang (Rasmiraja). 
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3) Finally, the Buddha appeared in the world and preached the Dharma to destroy the doubts of beings 
( sattvasamsayasamucchedana ): this cannot be denied. Just as one cannot ask the sun ( suiya ) why it chases 
away the shadows ( andhakdta ), in the same say one cannot ask the Buddha why he responds [to questions 
that are asked of him]. 

Question. - Being alike one to another ( sama ), the Buddhas are said to be 'alike enlightened' ( sambuddha ); 
then why speak here about the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of one [particular] Buddha? 

Answer. - 1 ) Having proclaimed the non-existence of self ( nairdtmya ) and [the vanity of distinctions] 
between this and that, [the Buddhas] have destroyed envy ( 'Trsyd ) and pride ( mdna ). 

2) Moreover, in the universe there are gods ( deva ) who claim superiority and, out of their pride 
( abhimdna ), claim to be the creators of the beings and the things in heaven and on earth. Thus Fan t'ien 
wang (Brahmadevaraja) said to the Brahma gods: "It is I who have created you"; and the god P'i nieou 
(Visnu) said: "All the rich, noble and glorious men of the universe are parts of me. It is I who have created 
the universe and it is I who destroy it. Creation and destruction of the universe are my work."801 [By 
speaking thus], these gods destroy the law of causation (pratftyasamutpdda ). On the other hand, the 
truthful speech ( satyavdc ) of the Buddhas does not destroy the law of causation; this is why the sutra 
speaks of the miraculous power of a particular Buddha. 




Sutra'. Then the bodhisattva Samantarasmi said to the Buddha Ratnakara: Bhagavat, I will go [to the Saha 
universe] to see the Buddha Sakyamuni, greet him and offer my services; I will also see the bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas who will also accede to the state of buddhahood ( bhuyastvena kumarabhuta), who have 
attained the dharams and the samadhis and acquired mastery over all the samadhis (Atha khalu 
Samantarasmir bodhisattvo Ratndkaram tathdgatum etad avocat. gamisydmy aham bhagavams tdm Sahara 
lokadhatum tarn ca Sakyamunim tathdgatam darsandya vandandya paiyupdsandya tarns ca bodhisattvdn 
mahdsattvdn bhuyastvena kumdrabhutdn dhdramsamddhipratilabdhdn sarvasamddhivasipdramitam 
gatdn). 

Shdstra. - Question. - The Buddhas are all equal (sama) in regard to morality (silo), samadhi, wisdom 
(prajiid ) and skillful means. Why then does the bodhisattva Samantarasmi want to go to see the Buddha 
Sakyamuni [when he is already at the side of the Buddha Ratnakara]? 

Answer. - The bodhisattvas never tire (asamtusta) of seeing the Buddhas or hearing the Dharma; they 
never tire of seeing the assemblies ( samgha ) of bodhisattvas. The bodhisattvas who all experience disgust 
(samvega) for the things of the world ( lokadharma ) are never tired of the three things just mentioned. 


801 p or Bj-ai-uua and Visnu whom the heretics consider to be creators of the world and of beings, see above. 
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Thus, leaving the pure abodes ( suddhavasa ), the vaisya Cheou (Hastaka),^02 came to see the Buddha; he 


802 xhis is Hastaka Atavika (in Pali Hatthaka Alavaka). He was called 'Hastaka' because he had been 'passed from hand 
to hand' (hatthato hattham gatatta); actually, when the yaksa Atavika was about to cut him to pieces, the Buddha 
intervened and the yaksa surrendered him to the Buddha who gave him back to his family. The detailed story of this 
legend will be found in Manoratha, I, p. 388-393; on a bas-relief at Gandhara reproduced by Foucher, Art Greco- 
bouddhique, I, fig. 252, p. 509, the yaksa is seen 'with his hair standing on end and his terrifying eyes, giving the spared 
infant to the Buddha as a pledge of his recent conversion'. Other sources, such as the Avadanasataka, II, p. 147-151, and 
the Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 93, k. 19, p. 251, explain this strange name in another way: having been bom for 
five hundred lifetimes without hands for having once refused to wash a vase for his preceptor, Hastaka was finally bom 
"with hands" at the time of the Buddha Sakyamuni. As for the surname Atavika-Alavaka, it refers to the hero's origin, 
bom in the forest (in Sanskrit atavi), or living in the city of the same name, Alavl (Newal in the Unao district of U.P., or 
Aviwa, 27 miles NE of Etwah). 

Hastaka is a famous Buddhist lay-person ( updsaka) who appears in several sutras: 

1) Sutra of Alavi (Anguttara, I, p. 136-138; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 20, p. 650) where the Buddha declares that he is one 
of those who live happily in the world (ye ca pana loke sukham send ahum desam annatro ti). 

2) Hatthakasutta no.l (Anguttara, IV, p. 216-218; Tchong a han, T 26, no. 41, k. 9, p. 484c) where the Buddha praises the 
eight marvellous qualities (ascaryddbhutadharma) of Hastaka. 

i) Hatthakasutta no. 2 (Anguttara, IV, p. 218-220; Tchong a han, T 26, no. 40, k. 9, p. 482c-484b) where Hastaka 
explains that it is thanks to the practice of the four elements of loving-kindness ( samgrahavastu ) that he has succeeded in 
guiding his five hundred lay discipples. 

4) Hatthakasutta no. 3 (Anguttara, I, p. 278-279; Tsa a han, T 99, no. 594, k. 22, p. 159a; T 100, no. 188, k. 9, p. 442a-b). 
It is to this last sutra that the Mpps refers here. Here is the translation: 

a. Tsa a han, T 99, k. 22, p. 159a: Thus have I heard. Once the Bhagavat was in the vihara in the jungle (atavi, or the city 
of Alavl). At that time, the jungle ayusmat (Hastaka) died from a sickness and was reborn among the Avrha gods [first 
goup of Suddhavasika gods]. Born among these gods, he thought: "I must not stay here long; I do not see the Bhagavat 
here." Having thought thus, like a strong man extending his arm (seyyathdpi nama balavd puriso bdham pasareti ), he left 
the heaven of the Avrhas and reappeared in front of the Buddha. The celestial body of this devaputra bent down to the 
ground; he was unable to stand upright; like melted butter ( sarpis ) or oil (taila) creeps into the ground, he was unable to 
stand upright. It is because the heavenly body of this devaputra was subtle (suksma) that he was unable to stand. Then the 
Bhagavat said to the devaputra: "You must change ( parinam -) and make a coarse body (audarika dtmabhdva), then you 
will be able to stand on the earth." At once the devaputra changed his shape, made a coarse body for himself and was able 
to stand upright. Having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he sat down to one side. Then the Bhagavat said to the 
devaputra Hastaka: "Do you still think about the texts ( dhartna ) that you once learned (udgrhita) here? Have you not 
forgotten them?" The devaputra Hastaka answered the Buddha: "Bhagavat, what I once learned, I have not forgotten 
today. As for the teachings (srutadharma) that I did not receive among men, today I recognize them also: they are 
harmonious with the holy discourse (subhasita) of the Bhagavat. The Bhagavat has said: The blissful abodes 
(sukhavihara) where one can remember the Dhanna are not places of unhappiness. This speech is true. When the Buddha 
dwells in Jambudvlpa, the four assemblies surround him and he proclaims the Dhanna; the four assemblies that hear his 
words welcome them respectfully. It is the same for me in the heaven of the Avrhas: when I preach the Dhanna to the 
great assembly of gods, the gods accept my sermon and put it into practice." The Buddha then asked the devaputra 
Hastaka: "When you were among men, how many dhannas did you never weary of in order to have been reborn among 
the Avrha gods?" The devaputra Hastaka answered the Buddha: "It is because I never tired of three things that after my 
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had a subtle ( suksma ) body; he was flexible; like a straw, he could not stand upright. The Buddha said to 
the vaisya Hastaka: "Make a coarse body (audarikam atmabhavam abhinirmihi ) appropriate to this realm 
for yourself." The vaisya followed the Buddha's advice and made for himself a body of a size appropriate 
for the earth. Having bowed down to the Buddha's feet, he stood to one side. The Buddha asked: "Of how 
many things (dharma) have you never wearied in order to have been able to be reborn in the heaven of the 
pure abodes ( suddhdvdsa )?" He replied: "I took rebirth in the heaven of the Suddavasa for never having 
tired of three things: i) I never tired of seeing the Buddhas ( buddhanam aham darsandydtrptah) or of 
paying homage to them; I never wearied of hearing the Dharma (saddharmasravanayatrptah); iii) I 
never tired of serving the community ( samghasyopasthdndydtrptah ). When the Buddha dwells in 
Jambudvlpa, the four assemblies always follow him, listen to his Dharma and question him on the subject. 
In the same way, the Suddhavasa gods always follow me, listen to my sermons and question me [128 b] 
about them." 

If the sravakas do not tire of hearing the Dharma, what then could be said of the dharmakaya bodhisattvas 
(dharmatdkdyabodhisattva )? That is why the bodhisattva Samantarasmi comes to see the Buddha 
Sakyamuni and the bodhisattva-mahasattvas who will accede to the state of Buddhahood ( bhuyastvena 
kumdrabhuta) and who have obtained the dharanis and the samadhis. In the chapter devoted to the praise 
of the bodhisattvas, we have said what should be understood by those who have "acquired mastery of all 
the samadhis". 

Question. - The Buddha is the only one to have obtained mastery ( vasita ) of all the samadhis. Why do you 
say here that the bodhisattvas also have obtained mastery of all the samadhis? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of samadhi, those of the Buddha and those of the bodhisattva. The 
bodhisattvas in question have acquired mastery of the bodhisattvas samadhis and not those of the Buddha. 


death I took rebirth among the Avrha gods. What are those three things? I never tired of seeing the Buddha, I never tired 
of hearing the Dhanna, I never tired of serving the community. Because of that, after my death, I took rebirth among the 
Avriha gods." Then the devaputra Hastaka spoke these stanzas: 

To see the Buddha 
To hear the Dhanna 
To serve the community 
I have never wearied of these things. 

I have studied the holy Dharma 
I have conquered the stains of avarice ( matsarya ). 

I am never weary of three things, 

This is why I have been reborn among the Avrha gods. 

[It is evidently from this sutra of the Sanskrit Samyuktagama, of which the Tsa a han is the translation, that the Mpps has 
borrowed its citation. This sutra is absent in the Pali Samyuttanikaya; on the other hand, it is present in the 
Aiiguttaranikaya. The Pali version shows slight differences; to allow some comparison, here is the text]: 
b. Aiiguttara, I, p. 278-279: Ekam samayam Bhagavd Savatthhiyam viharati Anathapindikassa arame .... Tinnam 
dhammanam atitto Hatthako Aviham gato ti. 
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Thus, in the Tchou fo yao tsi king (Buddhasamgltisutra), 803 q j s ggjj. yy en C /, 0M c f le jj (Manjusn) wanted 
to see the assembly of the Buddhas (buddhasamgfti) but did not succeed because the Buddhas were each 
returning to their starting point. Manjusn went to the place where the Buddhas were gathered; a woman 
was seated beside the Buddha, deep in samadhi.804 Manjusn bowed down to the Buddha's feet and asked: 
"Why should this woman be able to sit close to the Buddha when I cannot?" The Buddha replied: "Wake 
this woman, make her come out of samadhi and ask her yourself." Then Manjusn snapped his fingers to 
rouse her but with no success. He shouted but did not succeed in rousing her; he pulled her by the hand but 
did not succeed in rousing her; by his bases of miraculous power (. rddhipdda ), he made the 
trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu shake but still did not succeed in rousing her. 

Then Manjusn said to the Buddha: "Bhagavat, I cannot rouse her." Then the Buddha emitted great rays 
(rasmi ) that illumined the universes at the nadir ( adhodiglokadhdtu ) and at once a bodhisattva named K'i 
tchou kai (Apahritamvarana) arose from the direction of the nadir and, bowing down to the feet of the 
Buddha, stood to one side. The Buddha said to bodhisattva K'i tchou kai: "Wake this woman up." Then the 
bodhisattva K'i tchou kai snapped his fingers and the woman came out of her samadhi. 

ManjushI asked the Buddha: "Why was I, who made the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu tremble, unable 
to rouse this woman, whereas the bodhisattva K'i tchou kai made her come out of samadhi merely by 
snapping his fingers once?" 

The Buddha said to Manjusn: "It is because of this woman that you first produced the thought ( cittotpdda) 
of anuttarasamyaksambodhi, whereas it is because of the bodhisattva K'i tchou kai that this woman has for 
the first time produced the thought of anuttarasamyaksambodhi.This is why you were unable to rouse her. 
In regard to the Buddha's samadhi, your power ( anubhdva ) is incomplete ( aparipurna ); you have acquired 
mastery ( vasita ) over the bodhisattva's samadhi. 

[128 c] Since you have rarely entered the Buddha samadhis, you do not have mastery over them." 




Sutra: The Buddha said to Samantarasmi: "Go then; know that the right moment has come." Then the 
Buddha Ratnakara gave the bodhisattva Samantarasmi golden lotuses with a thousand petals and said to 
him: "O son of noble family, scatter these lotuses over the Buddha Sakyamuni. The bodhisattva- 
mahasattvas born in the Saha universe are difficult to vanquish and difficult to attain; be careful when 
wandering about in this universe (Bhagavdn aha. gaccha tvam kulaputra yasyedamm kdlam manyase. atlm 
khalu Ratndkaras tagdthagatah suvarndvabhasdnisahasrapattrani padmdni Samantarasmaye 
bodhisattvdya prdddt. etais tvam kulaputra padmais tarn Sdkyamunim tathagdtam abhyavakireh. durjayd 


^03 Tchou fo yao tsi king, T 810, k. 2, p. 765c-766c. - There is also a Tibetan translation of the Buddhasamgltisutra 
entitled Sans rgyas bgro ba, Mdo, XVII, 9 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 264; OKC, no. 894, p. 343). 

804 j n x 810, p. 766al4, this woman is called Li yi (172 and 11; 61 and 9). 
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durasada ca te bodhisattva ye tatra Sahayam lokadhatav utpannah. samprajanakari ca tvam bhuyas 
tasmim lokadhdtau carari) 

Sastra : Question. - Why does the Buddha say: "Go now; know that the right moment has come"? 

1) Because the Buddha has broken all fondness ( anunaya ) for his disciples and because his heart is free of 
attachment ( sanga ) for his disciples. 

2) Furthermore, the bodhisattva [Samantarasmi] who has not yet acquired omniscience ( sarvajndna ) or the 
Buddha eye ( buddhacaksus ) feels some doubts about the qualities ( guna ), the worth and the power of the 
Buddha Sakyamuni. This is why the Buddha Ratnakara says to him: "Go and see him." 

J) Furthermore, the bodhisattva [Samanatarasmi] perceives from afar that the Buddha Sakyamuni has a 
small body and he feels some pride (mdna) in saying that his Buddha [Ratnakara] is not as small as that. 
This is why the Buddha [Ratnakara] tells him: "Go and see him without thinking about [the size] of his 
body or paying attention [to the ugliness] of the Saha universe. Be satisfied with listening to the Buddha's 
sermon." 

4) Furthermore, the [Ratnavatf] universe where the Buddha Ratnakara and the bodhisattva Samantarasmi] 
live is very far away from the Saha [home of Sakyamuni] for it is located at the eastern borders. The 
bodhisattva Samantarasmi heard the Buddha Sakyamuni preaching a Dharma exactly the same as that of 
Ratnakara and he had to confess that, although the universes were so far apart, the Dharma is the same. 
This will increase his faith ( sraddhd ) and his convictions will be confirmed. 

5) Furthermore, because [of the actions] of his former lives ( purvajnma ), the bodhisattva Samantarasmi is 
forced to go to hear the Dharma [in the Saha universe] despite his distant birthplace. Fie is like a bird 
(paksin ) tied by its feet: no matter how far it flies, the cord ( rajju ) restrains it and it must return. 

6) Finally, the bodhisattvas of the Saha universe, seeing Samantarasmi coming so far to hear the Dharma, 
will think: If he has come from so far away, how could we not listen to the Dharma, we who are born in 
this universe? 

For all these reasons the Buddha [Ratnakara] says: "Go then, know that the right time has come." 

Question. - The Buddhas have the same power ( samabala ) and do not seek to [gain] merit ( punyakama ). If 
they do not seek [to gain merit], why then does [Ratnakara] send lotuses [to Sakyamuni]? 

Answer. - 1) It is to conform to the worldly custom ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). Thus, two kings mutually 
exchange gifts even though they are of equal power. 

2) Moreover, he sends these lotuses instead of a letter (pattra ) to express his friendship. According to 
worldly custom ( lokadharma ), when a messenger (duta) comes from afar, he should have a letter. The 
Buddha, who conforms to worldly custom, sends a letter. 

3) Finally, it is in order to honor the Dharma that the Buddhas make offerings to the Dharma for the 
Dharma is their teacher (dcdrya). Why is that? The Buddhas of the three times have as their teacher the 
true nature of dharmas. 
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Question. - Why do they honor the Dharma of other Buddhas instead of honoring the Dharma which they 
themselves embody? 

Answer. - It is in order to conform to the usage of the world ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). Just as the [129 a] 
bhiksus, in order to honor the Jewel of the Dharma ( dhannaratna ), do not honor the Dharma which they 
embody in themselves, but honor others. Guardians of the Dharma ( dhannadhara ), Knowers of the 
Dharma ( dharmajna ) and interpreters of the Dharma ( dharmanirmocaka ), so the Buddhas, although they 
have the Dharma in themselves, only honor the Dharma of other Buddhas. 

Question. - But the Buddha no longer seeks to [gain] merit ( punya ); why does he honor the Dharma? 

Answer. - The Buddha, who has cultivated the qualities for innumerable incalculable periods 
(i asamkhyeyakalpa ), continues to practice the good always. It is not in view of any reward ( vipdka ), but out 
of respect for the [buddha] qualities that he venerates (puja) the Buddhas. 

Thus, in the time of the Buddha, there was a blind ( andha ) bhiksu whose eyes no longer could see. ^5 One 
day he was mending his robes and he could not thread his needle ( suci ). He said: "May anyone who wants 
to gain merit (punya) thread my needle for me." The Buddha came and said to him: "I am a man who wants 
to gain merit; I am here to thread your needle." Recognizing the voice of the Buddha, the bhiksu got up 
immediately, put away his robes and prostrated at the Buddha's feet, saying: "The Buddha fulfills all the 
qualities ( paripurnapunya ); why does he say that he wants to gain merit?" The Buddha answered: "Even 
though my merits are complete, I recognize the deep cause (read yin = hetu ), fruit ( phala ) and power (bala) 
of these qualities. If I have obtained the foremost place among all beings, it is as a result of these qualities. 
That is why I love them." Having praised the qualities, the Buddha then preached the Dharma according to 
his wishes. The bhiksu obtained the purity of the Dharma-eye (dharmacaksurvisuddhi) and his fleshly eyes 
(mdmsacaksus) recovered their sight. 

Finally, the qualities are perfected in the Buddha; he has no further need of anything; but in order to 
convert disciples, he says to them: "If I have realized these qualities, why should you not be able to acquire 
them?" There was an old man of about a hundred years of age dancing in a variety theater. He was asked 
why he continued to dance at his age. The old man replied: "I have no need myself to dance; if 1 do it, it is 
only to teach dancing to my pupils." In the same way, in the Buddha, the qualities are perfected; it is in 
order to teach his disciples that he continues to practice these qualities and thus to venerate them. 

Question. - If that is so, why does the Buddha [Ratnakara] not go in person to offer his lotuses on the 
Buddha Sakyamuni, but rather he sends someone in his place to venerate him? 


805 anecc iote, which the Mpps will repeat at k. 26, p. 249b, is taken from the Sibijataka as it is told in the 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 182-183 (tr. Feer, p. 124-125): 

Buddha Bhagavan Sravastyam viharati jetavane 'nathapindadasydrame. tena khalu samayena .... punyair labdharamo 
'ham bhikso punyair ato me trptir nasthiti. 

In the Siuan tsi po yuan king, T 200, no. 33, k. 4, p. 218a, where the anecdote is also told, the blind bhiksu is called Che 
p'o (44; 38 and 8), i.e., Siva. 
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Answer. - So that the bodhisattvas of the [Saha] universe may receive Samantarasmi. Moreover, the 
messengers (duta) sent by the Buddhas have no fear of water, fire, soldiers, poison or the hundred thousand 
other dangers. 

Question. - Why not use precious jewels ( ratna ), profound sutras ( gambhfrasutra ), or Buddha or 
bodhisattva jewels as letter (pattra )? [Note by Kumarajiva: These jewels, invisible to the gods, produce all 
kinds of precious objects; thus the cudamani is called 'Buddha Jewel']. Why is Ratnakara content to use 
lotuses, objects of little value, as a letter? 

Answer. - 1) The Buddha Sakyamuni has no need of anything. He has no need of'Buddha jewels' or divine 
jewels, or still less, human jewels. Since he has no need of them, [Ratnakara] does not send them. Since the 
Buddha Sakyamuni already has them, they are not sent to him. And it is the same for the profound sutras 
(gambhfrasutra). 

[129b] 2) Furthermore, these sutras would have nothing profound for the Buddha [Sakyamuni]. The 

epithet 'profound' [applied to sutras] concerns only ordinary people ( bdlajana ). That which makes ordinary 
people hesitant is no obstacle for the Buddha; that which is difficult for ordinary people is easy for the 
Buddha. 

3) Finally, by their perfume and their freshness, lotuses are very suitable as offerings (pftjd ). It is as with 
human gifts where variety is desirable. 

Question. - Why should lotuses be used and not other things? 

Answer. - Worship (pujd ) uses flowers ( puspa ), perfumes ( gandha ) and banners ( dhvaja ) exclusively: 
flowers for a twofold reason, because of their color (varna) and their smell (gandha). 

Question. - But other flowers also have color and smell; why does [Ratnakara] use only lotuses (padma) as 
offerings? 

Answer. - In the Houa cheou king (KusalamulasarnpangrahasOtra)^^’ it is said: "The Buddhas of the ten 
directions offer flowers to the Buddha Sakyamuni." 

Moreover, there are three kinds of lotuses (padma ), human lotuses, divine lotuses and bodhisattva lotuses. 
The human lotus is a big lotus with ten petals (pattra ), the divine lotus has a hundred and the bodhisattva 
lotus has a thousand. In [Ratnakara's] universe, there are many golden lotuses with a thousand petals 
(suvarnavabhdsdni sahasrapattrdni padmdni). In [Sakyamuni's] Saha universe, there are indeed thousand- 
petalled lotuses, but they are artificial (nirmita) and do not grow in the water. This is why [Ratnakara] 
sends him thousand-petalled lotuses golden in color. 

Question. - Why does the Buddha [Ratnakara] ask Samanatarasmi to scatter (abhyavakr) these flowers on 
the Buddha? 


806 Qf f 557 ^ k i ; p 130c. This sutra is called Kusalamulasamparigrahasuta in Sanskrit. It was translated into Chinese 
by Kumarajiva; this version bears different titles: Houa cheou king (Puspapanisutra) as here, but also Cheou chen ken 
king, or Cheou tchou fou to king (cf. Bagchi, I, p. 187). A Tibetan translation also exists, entitled Dge bahi rtsa bayohs su 
hdzinpa, Mdo IV, 1 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 234; OKC, no. 769, p. 275). 
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Answer. - These objects of worship ( pujadharma ) are flowers (puspa), perfumes ( gandha ) and banners 
( dhvaja ). Banners must be erected; powdered perfumes ( curna ) burned; wet perfumes (vilepana) spread on 
the ground; and flowers, thrown. 

Question. - Why not present them instead of throwing them? 

Answer. - Offering with the hand is a bodily action (kdyakarman); speaking in a gentle voice ( snigdhavdc ) 
is a vocal action ( vakkarman ). The action that gives rise to gesture and voice 
(kdyavdksamutthdpakakarman) is called mental action ( manaskarman ). These three actions produce the 
solid qualities that give rise to Buddahood. 

Question. - Why does [Ratnakara] say: "Be careful; the bodhisattvas in the Saha universe are difficult to 
reach ( durdsada ) and difficult to vanquish"? 

Answer. - 1 ) The Buddhas, pratyekabuddhas, arhats and all the aryas are all very mindful 
( samprajanakarin ), for Mara, Mara's army ( mdrajana ), the inner fetters ( ddhydtmikasamyojana ) and the 
multiform retribution of the sins of previous lifetimes ( ndndvidhapurvajanmakarmavipdka ) are like many 
brigands ( caura ) of whom one must be careful when they are approached. Thus, when one goes among the 
brigands and one is not careful, one is captured by them. This is why [Ratnakara] advises Samantarasi to be 
very careful while going about in this universe. 

2) Moreover, the human mind (pitta) is often distracted ( viksipta ): it is like a madman or a drunkard. 
Resolute mindfulness ( samprajdnakdra ) is the entry way to all the qualities ( guna ). By concentrating the 
mind, one successively obtains dhyana, real wisdom (bhutaprajna), deliverance (vimoksa) and finally the 
destruction of suffering ( duhkhaksaya ): those are the advantages of mindfulness ( ekacitta ). 

Thus, five hundred years after the Buddha's parinirvana, there was a bhiksu called Yeou po [129 c] kiu 
(Upagupta); he was an arhat with the six abhijnas; at that time he was the great teacher of Jambudvlpa.807 
At that time, there was a one hundred and twenty year-old bhiksunl who had seen the Buddha when she 


s ee the avadana of Upagupta in the Tsa a han, T 99 (no. 640), k. 25, p. 177b; Divyavadana, p. 348 seq. (tr. Bumouf, 
Introduction, p. 336 seq.); A yu wang tchouan, T 2042, k. 3, p. 11 lb (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 308; A yu wang king, T 
2043, k. 6, p. 149b. - The Buddha foretold to Ananda the birth of Upagupta five hundred years after the parinirvana: 
Asyam Ananda Mathurdydm mama varsasataparinirvritasya ...arhattvam sdksdtkarisyanti. 

The Mpps has Upagupta as a patriarch (acatya), calling him the great teacher of Jambudvlpa. However, Upagupta 
appears in the list of the patriarchs only in the Sarvastivadin sources (Asokavadana, Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya, Fou fa 
tsang yin yuen king) where he is in fourth place, after Mahakasyapa, Ananda and Sanavasa-Madhyantika (cf. Przyluski, 
Asoka, p. 46-48). The Mahasamghika Vinaya and the Ceylonese chronicles do not include him in the succession of 
teachers. We may note once again that the Mpps is inspired by the Sarvastivadin and northern sources. 

Upagupta was from the north; his monastery was at Mathura (cf. Watters, Travels, I, p. 306-309; Taranatha, p. 17) where 
his relics were preserved. 

It was noted a long time ago that Upagupta’s role with regard to Asoka in the Sanskrit sources is the same as that of Tissa 
Moggaliputta in the Pali and Ceylonese sources. See Lav., Histoire, II, p. 137. 
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was young.One day Upagupta went to her cell to ask her about the behavior of the Buddha when he 
was visiting. He had previously sent a pupil to the bhiksunl and this pupil had announced to the bhiksunl: 
"My great teacher Upagupta is coming to see you to ask about the behavior of the Buddha when he was 
visiting." Then the bhiksunl filled a begging bowl (pdtra) with oil ( taila ) and set it under the fan at her 
door; she wanted to test the behavior of Upagupta and his mindfulness. When Upagupta entered, he pushed 
the fan at the door and a little bit of oil spilled. Upagupta sat down and asked: "You knew the Buddha. Tell 
me: what was his manner when he was visiting." The bhiksunl replied: "When I was young, I saw the 
Buddha entering a village (grama) one day; the crowd shouted "There is the Buddha!" I followed the 
crowd outside and saw the Buddha's rays ( rasmi ). As I bowed before him, a gold pin ( suvarnasuci ) that I 
had on my head fell to the ground into a thick bush. Immediately the Buddha illumined it with his rays and, 
as all the dark corners were visible, I found my pin. As a result of that I became a nun." Upagupta 
questioned her further: "And, at the time of the Buddha, what were the manners ( Tryapatha ) and courtesy 
of the bhiksus?" She replied: "At the time of the Buddha, there was a group of six impudent, shameless, 
wicked monks (s advargfya bhiksu). But, in regard to their manners, they were better than you; I have 
noticed that today. When they passed through my door, at least they did not spill my oil. Depraved though 
they were, they knew the rules of monastic courtesy. Walking, standing, sitting or lying down, they missed 
nothing. Although you are an arhat endowed with the six abhijnas, you do not measure up to them on this 
point." Hearing these words, Upagupta was very ashamed. 

This is why [Ratnakara] advises [Samantarasmi]: "Be careful." Mindfulness is the mark of an honest man. 

Why does he advise him to be mindful? The bodhisattvas [of the Saha] universe are difficult to vanquish, 
to attain, to destroy and to meet. Like the great king of the lions ( mahdsimhardja ), they are difficult to 
vanquish and destroy; like the king of the elephants (pdndaragajardja ) or the king of the nagas ( ndgardja) 
or like a great fire, they are difficult to approach. These bodhisattvas actually have the great power of merit 
( punya ) and ( prajnd ) wisdom. Those who wish to conquer them and destroy them will not succeed and will 
risk perishing themselves. This is why they are 'difficult to approach'. 

Question. - Given their great qualities, their wisdom and their shaip faculties ( tiksnendriya ), all the great 
bodhisattvas are difficult to approach. Why does the sutra attribute this difficulty of access to the 
bodhisattvas of just the Saha universe? 

Answer. - 1) Because this comment refers only to a bodhisattva of the Ratnavati universe, [namely, 
Samantarasmi], Coming from afar, he will notice that the Saha universe, different from his own, is full of 
stones, sand and rubbish; that the bodhisattva is small; in short, that eveiything there is different; and he 
will necessarily have suspicions ( avamdna ). This is why his Buddha [Ratnakara] tells him: "Be very 
careful, for the bodhisattvas of the Saha universe are difficult to approach." 


808 pijg a yu wang tchouan, T 2043, k. 5, p. 121b (tr. Przyluski, Asoka, p. 371-372) and the A yu wang king, T 2043, k. 
9, p. 163a, have an arhatl-bhiksunl who constantly bothers Upagupta's disciples with her reprimands and who reproaches 
them for their wrong behavior. This is probably the bhiksunl in question here. Nevertheless, I [Lamotte] have not found 
the source from which the Mpps has taken this story, surely taken from life. 
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[130 a] 2) Furthermore, people bom in the blissful abodes ( sukhasthdnaja) often lack exertion (virya), 
intelligence ( medhd) and wisdom ( prajna ). This is why people of Yu yan lo wei (Uttarakum) are so happy 
that among them there are no monks ( pravrajita ) or followers of the precepts ( silamadana ). It is the same 
among the gods. 

In the Saha universe, the causes for happiness ( sukhahetupratyaya ) are rare; there are the three unfortunate 
destinies ( durgati ), old age, sickness, death (jardvyddhimarana ), and the exploitation of the soil is arduous. 
This is why [its inhabitants] easily feel disgust ( nirveda ) for this universe; at the sight of old age, sickness 
and death, their minds are filled with distaste; at the sight of poor people ( daridra ), they know that their 
poverty is a result due to previous existences ( purvajanma ) and their minds feel great distaste. Their 
wisdom {prajna) and thier keen faculties ( tiksnendriya ) come from this [disgust]. 

By contrast, the [Ratnavati] universe is made out of seven jewels ( saptaratna) and full of all kinds of 
precious trees ( ratnavrksa ); the bodhisattvas have whatever food (ahara) they desire at will. Under these 
conditions, it is hard for them to feel disgust (nirvedacitta)', this is why their wisdom is not very sharp 
(tiksna). If a sharp knife ( tiksnasastra ) is left in good food, the knife becomes rusty because although these 
foods are good, they are not suitable for the knife; but if the knife is rubbed with a stone and scoured with 
grease and ashes, the rust disappears. It is the same for the bodhisattvas. Those born in a mixed ( misra ) 
universe [like the Saha universe] have sharp knowledge and are hard to approach (durasada)', on the other 
hand, for those who spare their efforts ( alpayatna ), suffering has too much power and too much effect. To 
feed a horse and not to ride it is to make it useless. 

3) Finally, in the Saha universe, the bodhisattvas abound in skillful means ( upaya)', this is why they are 
difficult to approach. This is not the case in other universes. Thus the Buddha said: "I remember that in the 
course of my previous existences (purvajanma ) I offered a thousand human existences in order to save 
beings, but although I was endowed with qualities ( guna ), the six perfections (satpdramitd) and all the 
Buddha attributes ( buddhadharma ), I was unable to do the work of a Buddha. Indeed, it was only by 
skillful means (upaya) that beings are saved." This is why the bodhisattvas in the Saha universe are 
difficult to approach (durasada). 




Sutra'. Then, taking these thousand-petalled golden lotuses from the hands of Ratnakara, the bodhisattva 
Samantarasmi went away with innumerable monastic (pravrajita) and householder ( grhastha ) bodhisattvas 
and with youths and maidens (Atha khalu Samanatarasmir bodhisattvo Ratndkarasya tathdgatasya sakdsdt 
tan saharapattrdni suvarndvabhasdni padmdni grhivd, asamkhyeyair bodhisattvaih pravrajitair grhastlmis 
ca ddrakair ddrikdbhis ca sdrdham prakrdntah). 

Sdstra. - Question. - The bodhisattva Samantarasmi is able to travel by virtue of his great power 
(mahdbala) and his abhijnas; but how can the monastic (pravrajita) and householder ( grhastha) 
bodhisattvas, as well as the youths (ddraka) and maidens ( ddrikd ), travel about? The Ratnavati universe 
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[which they had to traverse in order to get to the Saha universe] is large. [What power have they borrowed 
for that purpose?] Is it their own power? Or is it the power of the Buddha Ratnakara, or that of the 
bodhisattva Samantarasmi, or that of the Buddha Sakyamuni? 

Answer. - They use all of these four powers at the same time: 

a. These monastics and householders can be non-regressing ( avaivartika ) bodhisattvas endowed with the 
five superknowledges ( pancabhijndsamanavdgata ). By means of the four bases of miraculous power 
( rddhipada ), they have cultivated the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) that must be fulfilled during 
earlier lifetimes ( purvajanma ) in order to be able now to go to the Buddha Sakyamuni. Therefore they use 
their own power (svabala). 

b. They also use the power of the bodhisattva Samanatarasmi. Why? Those whose power is too [130 b] 
weak travel by means of the power of the bodhisattva Samantarasmi. Thus, when a cakravartin king wants 
to fly, his army ( caturangabala ), his officers ( rdjakulddhyaksa ) and his stables accompany him in the sky; 
because his qualities ( guna ) are great, the cakravartin king can make his whole suite fly along with him. It 
is the same here: those whose power is too weak travel by way of the power of the bodhisattva 
Samantarasmi. 

c. They also use the power of the Buddha Ratnakara. 

d. Finally, the rays of the Buddha Sakyamuni illumine them. If they had no other power, the rays of the 
Buddha Sakyamuni would be enough for them to be able to travel. What more can be said if they use the 
other three sources? 

Question. - Why does the bodhisattva Samantarasmi not come alone, instead of at the head of a numerous 
troupe? 

Answer. - Because he needs a suite like a king who is traveling. Besides, the bodhisattva Samantarasmi and 
the Buddha Sakyamuni choose among people. How is that? In the great assembly there are two groups: 
those who fulfill the causes and conditions [permitting them leave], go; those who do not fulfill the causes 
and conditions, stay. 

Question. - Why is this bodhisattva accompanied by householder ( grhastha ) and monastic (pravrajita) 
bodhisattvas, youths ( ddraka ) and maidens ( darika )? 

Answer. - The Buddha's disciples ( buddhasravaka) are of seven categories: bhiksu, bhikshum, saiksa, 
sramanera. sramanerl, upasaka and upasika. The upasakas and upasikas are the lay people ( grhastha ); the 
five other categories are monastics (pravrajita ). Among the monastics and the lay people there are two 
kinds, the old and the young. The young are the youths (ddraka) and maidens (darika)-, the others are the 
old. 

Question. - [Only] the old ones should go. Why do the young ones go also? 

Answer. - It is a matter of worthiness (guna) and not of age (dyus). The person who lacks qualities (guna) 
and practices evil (akusaladharma) is small despite their great age; the person who has the qualities and 
practices the good (kusaladharma) is great despite their youth. 
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Furthermore, these young ones come from far away and those who see them admire the fact that, despite 
their youth, they are able to come from so far away to hear the Dharma. 

This also proves that both young and old are capable of acquiring (pratipad -) the Buddhadharma, which is 
different from the heretical sects ( tfrthikadharma) where the brahmins alone are able to follow the rules 
and those who are not brahmins cannot. In the Buddhadharma, there is no old or young, no insiders 
(i ddhydtmika ) and no outsiders (bdhya); everybody can practice the Dharma. In the same way, when 
medicine ( bhaisajya) is given, it is the cure to be attained that rules everything; whether the sick person is 
noble or commoner, old or young, is of no importance. 




Sutra: [Before leaving], they express their homage (puja ), their respects ( satkara ), their esteem ( gurukara ) 
and their veneration ( mdna ) to the Buddhas of the east. 

Sdstra: Question. - They pay all their homage to the Buddhas of the east. But these Buddhas are very 
numerous; when will they be finished and when will they be able to start off for the Saha universe? 

Answer. - These bodhisattvas do not pay homage in the manner of gods or men; they carry out the rituals 
( pujddharma ) current among bodhisattvas. Here is what it consists of: They enter into samadhi and they 
draw forth innumerable bodies from their own upright body (, rjukdyam pranidhdya ); they create all kinds 
of objects of worship (pujddravya ) and fill the Buddha [130 c] universes with them. They are like the naga 
king who, at the moment of acting, raises his body from the water and causes rain to fall over an entire 
continent (dvfpaka). 

Question. - These bodhisattvas wish to go to the Buddha Sakyamuni. Why do they pay homage to all the 
Buddhas on their way? 

Answer. - The Buddhas are a supreme field of merit ( paramapunyaksetra ); those who pay homage to them 
receive a great reward ( vipdka ). It is like the man who cultivates his field well and reaps a big harvest of 
grain. The bodhisattvas see the Buddhas and the worship (piija ) which they pay to these Buddhas brings 
them the reward of the Buddhas. This is why they pay homage to them. 

Furthermore the bodhisattvas always feel a respect (satkara) towards the Buddhas comparable to that of a 
son for his parents; they have received instructions (desanadharma) from them and they have received 
samadhis, dharanls and miraculous powers (rddhibala) of all kinds from them. Out of gratitude, they pay 
homage to them. Thus, in the Fa houa king (Saddharmapundarlka), ^09 the bodhisattva Yo wang 


809 jjjg bodhisattva Sarvasattvapriyadarsana, who would later become the Buddha Bhaisajya-raja, had heard the 
Saddharmapundarlka from the mouth of the Buddha Candrasurya-vimalaprahasrasri and acquired, thanks to this teaching, 
the sarvarupasamdarsanasamadhi "faculty of making all forms appear". Out of gratitude, he cremated his own body to 
pay homage to the Tathagata and the Saddharmapundarlka. The legend is told in the Saddharmapundarlka, chap. XXII, p. 
415-418; here is the original text: 
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(Bhaisajyaraja) who had acquired the samadhi called 'Faculty of making all forms appear', had this thought: 
"Flow am I going to worship the Buddha and the Saddharmapundarika?" At once, he entered into samadhi, 
rose up into the sky, and by the power of samadhi, caused a rain of lotuses made of seven jewels 
(. saptaratnapundarika ), perfumes ( gandha ), banners {pataka ) and bouquets (, dama ) to pay homage to the 
Buddha. When he came out of samadhi, he felt that it was not enough, so for twelve hundred years he fed 
on [inflammable] perfumes and drank perfumed oil (gandhataila ); then he clothed himself in divine white 
garments and burned his own body (svam kdyam prajvdlaydmdsa). Fie made the following vow 
(pranidhdna ): "May the rays of my body illumine Buddha universes ( buddhalokadhdtu) as numerous as 
the sands of eighty Ganges (, asitigangdnadivalukdsama )." In these Buddha universes as numerous as the 
sands of eighty Ganges, all the Buddhas congratulated him (s adhukdram dadati sma ): "Good, good, O son 
of noble family: the offering of the body ( dtmabhdvaparitydga) is the foremost offering. Abandoning 
royalty ( rdjyaparitydga ), abandoning a wife and children {bhdiydputyaparitydga), does not equal a 
thousandth part of it." For twelve hundred years the body [of the bodhisattva] burned without, however, 
becoming consumed {tasydtmabhdvasya dipyato dvddasavarsasatdny atikrdntdny abhuvan na ca 
prasamam gacchati sma). 

Finally, the worship of the Buddhas (buddhapujd) assures glory (yasas ), merit {punya) and immense 
benefits (, artha ); all the bad dharmas {akusaladharma) disappear ( nirudyante ) and all the roots of good 
(kusalamula) show progress (vrddhim dpadyante); in the present {iha) lifetime as in future ( paratra) 
lifetimes, one is always rewarded for this worship; long afterwards, one comes to be able to do the 
Buddha's work. Thus, the worship of the Buddha assures all kinds of immense benefits. This is why the 
bodhisattvas pay homage to the Buddhas. 


ACT X 

Sutra: With flowers ( puspa ), incense {dhupa), garlands {mdlya), powders ( curna ), perfumes, aromatics and 
unguents {vilepana), with robes (civara), flags {dhvaja) and banners {pataka ), he went to the Buddha and, 
having approached him, bowed his head to the Buddha's feet {bhagavatah pddau sirasabhivandya) and 
stood to one side {ekdnte 'tis(hat). 

Sdstra: Question. - It should be said that "he saluted the Buddha"; why is it said that he 'bowed his head to 
the Buddha's feet"? 

Answer. - 1) The head {siras) is the noblest part of the human body, for it is the seat of the five feelings 
{ruci) and is on top (; urdhvam ); the feet (pdda) are the lowest part, for they tread an impure soil and are 
below {adhah). This is why, by saluting the lowest part to the noblest part, the homage is doubled. 

[131 a] 2) Moreover, there are three salutes, lower ( avara ), medium {madhya) and higher {agra). The 
lower salute consists of joining the hands ( anjalipdta ); the medium salute, of kneeling ( jdnupdta ); and the 
higher salute, of prostrating {sirasd pranipatanam). Saluting [someone's] feet with one's head is the highest 


Sa ca Sarvasattvapriyadarsana bodhisattvah... sarvarupasamdarsanam sama samadhim pratilabhcite sma .... sa pascad 
dvddasdndm varsasatanam atyaydt prasanto 'bhut. 
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homage {puja) there is. This is why, in the Vinaya, the newer bhiksus ( navabhiksu ) take the feet of their 
superior in their two hands and bow their head to them (sirasdbhivandanti). 

Question. - There are four bodily positions (kdyerydpathd); sitting ( dsana ), standing ( sthana ), walking 
( gamana ) and lying down (sayana). Why does the bodhisattva stand ( tisthati ) to one side ( ekante )? 

Answer. - Since he has arrived [near the Buddha], he does not have to walk; since he wants [to pay] his 
repect ( satkdra) and his homage {puja), he cannot lie down before him. That is very clear; have you 
finished questioning me? The sitting position is not very respectful, whereas the fact of standing up is a 
mark of respect ( satkdra ) and homage {puja). 

Moreover, in the Buddhadharma, mendicant heretics ( tirthikaparivrajaka) and all lay people 
{avaddtavasana) sit when they come to the Buddha. The heretics, belonging to a foreign ( paradharma ) 
sect, sit out of suspicion (, avamana) of the Buddha; the lay people sit in their quality of hosts {dgantuka). 
But the five assemblies, attached to the Buddha by body and spirit, remain standing near him. The arhats in 
possession of the Path {mdrgaprdpta), such as Sariputra, Maudgalyayana, Subhuti, etc., have done what 
needed to be done {krtakrtya); this is why they are permitted to sit down [before the Buddha]. The others, 
although they have obtained the threefold Path, are not permitted to sit down because their great work has 
not yet been completed and their fetters {bandhana) have not yet been cut. [The arhats] are like the king’s 
ministers ( rajamatya) who, because of their great qualities, have the right to a seat. Even though there may 
be lay people {avaddtavasana) amongst these bodhisattvas, they remain standing before the Buddha 
because they have come from far away to pay homage to him. 




Sutm\ [Samantarasmi] said to the Buddha [Sakyamuni]: "The tathagata Ratnakara asks you if you have but 
little anguish {alpdbddhatd) and but little suffering {alpdtankatd), if you are healthy (yatrd) and alert 
(laghutthdnatd ), if you are strong {bala) and if you are enjoying your ease (. sukhaviharata ), ^ he offers to 

the bhagavat these golden thousand-petalled lotuses" ( Samanatarsmir bodhisattvo bhagavantam 
Sakyamunim etad avocat: Ratndkaro bhagavdn bhagavantam alpdbddadhatdm pariprcchaty alpdtahkatdm 
yatram laghutthdnatdm bdlam sukhavihararam ca pariprcchati. imani ca bhagavatd Ratndkarena 
tathdgatena suvarnanirbhdsdni sahasrapattrani padmdnipresitani bhagavatah). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha Ratnakara is omniscient {sarvajnd); why does he ask if the Buddha 
Sakyamuni has but little anguish and but little suffering, if he is healthy and alert, strong and in a joyful 
state? 


Traditional form of greeting which is also found in the Pali texts (e.g„ DIgha, I, p. 204; II, p.72; III, p. 166; 
Majjhima, I, p. 437, 473; Anguttara, III, p. 65, 103; Milinda, p. 14) as well as in the Sanskrit (e.g., Mahavastu, I, p. 154; 
Avadanasataka, I, p. 168, 325-326; II, p. 90, 93; Saddharmapundarlka, p. 429; Divyavadana, p. 156; Mahavyutpatti, no. 
6284-6288). In Pali: appabddham appatahkam lahutthdnam balam phasuviharam pucchati. 
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Answer. - 1) It is customary for the Buddhas to ask about what they already know. It is told in the 
Vinaya^l 1 that the bhiksu Ta enl (corr. ni) kia (Dhanika) had built a hut of red brick ( lohitakathalla ). The 
Buddha, who had seen it and knew about it, nevertheless asked Ananda: "Who did that?" Ananda replied: 
"It is the son of the potter ( ghatabhedanaka ), the monk ( pravrajita ) called Dhanika. He had made a hut of 
leaves which was destroyed over and over again by the cowherders ( gopdlaka ); he built it three times, three 
times it was destroyed. That is why he made this brick house." The Buddha said to Ananda: "Destroy this 
brick house. Why? Because if the heretics [see it], they would say: When the Buddha, the great teacher, 
lived here, the Dharma came from a dirty place.Similarly, in many other places, the Buddha asks 
about what he already knows. 

2) Moreover, although the Buddha is omniscient, he conforms to worldly customs ( lokadharmdnuvartana ). 
Like men, the Buddha asks questions. Bom among men, the Buddha takes on the conditions of human life: 
like them, he suffers cold ( sfta ), heat ( usna ), birth (jdti) and death (, marana)\ like them, he has the habit of 
asking questions. 

3) Moreover, in the world, it is not suitable for nobles to have dealings with the peasantry, but [131 b] the 
Buddhas, who are of equal power ( samabala ), can question one another. 

4) Finally, the Ratnavati universe is a pure fairy-land ( visuddhavyuha ); the Buddha [Ratnakara] who 
governs it has a big body ( kdya ), his color (varna), his aspect ( samsthdna ) and his rays ( rasmi ) are large. If 
he did not ask Sakyamuni, people would think that he scorned him. Besides, Ratnakara wants to show that 
although he surpasses Sakyamuni in various points, in his Buddha universe, the color of his body and his 
rays, yet he is absolutely identical with him in regard to wisdom ( prajna) and miraculous power 
(rddhibala ). That is why he questions him. 

Question. - Why does he ask him if he has but little anguish ( alpdbddhatd ) and but little suffering 
(a Ip d tan kata)? 

Answer. - There are two kinds of torments ( alpdbddatd ), those having an external cause 
(bdhyahetupratyaya) and those having an internal cause ( ddhyhdtmikahetupratyaya ). The external torments 
are cold (sfta), heat (usna), hunger ( ksudh ), thirst (pipdsd ), armies ( caturangabala ), swords ( asi ), knives 
(.sastra ), clubs ( danda ), catastrophes (patana ), ruins (, avamardana ); all these external accidents of this kind 
are called torments ( ddddha ). The inner torments are the 404 illnesses ( vyddhi ) that come from improper 
food or irregular sleep; all the sicknesses of this kind are called inner sicknesses. Corporeal beings (dehin) 
all have to suffer from these two kinds of illnesses. This is why [Ratnakara] asks Sakyamuni if he has but 
little torments and suffering. 


The story of Dhanika (in Pali Dhaniya) is told in all the Vinayas in respect to the second parajikadharma: Pali 
Vinaya, III, p. 40-41 (tr. Homer, I, p. 64-67); Wou fen liu, T 1421, k. 1, p. 5b; Mo ho seng k'i liu, T 1425, k. 2, p. 238a; 
Sseu fen liu, T 1428, k. 1, p. 572b; Che song liu, T 2435, k. 1, p. 3b; Ken pen chou... p'i nai yo, T 1442, k. 2, p. 633c. As 
always, it is the Che song liu or the Sarvastivadin Vinaya that the Mpps follows here. 

The Buddha forbade the construction of brick huts because the baking of the bricks, which involved the death of 
small insects, made the hut impure. What Buddha reproaches Dhanika for is cruelty: cf. Pali Vinaya, III, p. 41: na hi 
nama tassa moghapurisassa panesu anuddaya anukcimpd avihesa bhavissati. 
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Question. - Why does he not ask him if he has no torment and suffering instead of asking if he has but little 
torment and little suffering? 

Answer. - The wise {diya) know very well that the body {kayo) is a source of suffering (, duhkhamula ) and 
that it is never without sickness.^ ^ Why? Because the body is an assemblage (samghata) of the four great 
elements ( catunnahdbhuta ) and the earth (prthivi ), water ( dpas ), fire ( tejas ) and wind (vdyu) that compose 
it are naturally in disharmony and struggle with one another. Thus an ulcer ( ganda, visphota ) is never 
without pain, but it can be improved, not cured, by a medicinal unguent. It is the same for the human body: 
always sick, it requires constant care; with care, it can live; deprived of care, it dies. This is why 
[Ratnakara] cannot ask [Sakyamuni] if he has no suffering because [he knows that Sakyamuni] is a victim 
[as everyone is] of these eternal outer torments ( bdhydbddha ) which are wind ( anila ), rain (varsa), cold 
(sita), heat ( usna ). Moreover, there are the four bodily positions ( kdyeiydpatha ), sitting ( dsana ), lying 
down ( sayana ), walking ( gamana ) and standing ( sthdna ), [which Sakyamuni is obliged to take up like 
everyone else]. To stay sitting for a long time is a great torment; prolonging the other three positions is also 
painful. This is why Ratnakara asks him if he has but little torment and suffering. 

Question. - It would be enough to ask if he has but little torment and suffering; why does he also ask if he 
is healthy (ydtrd ) and alert ( laghutthdnatd )? 

Answer. - Although he is convalescing, the sick person has not yet recovered his health; this is why he asks 
if he is healthy and alert. 

Question. - Why ask him if he is strong {bald) and enjoying his ease ( sukhavihdrard )? 

Answer. - There are convalescents who can walk, sit and rise, but whose strength is not sufficient to allow 
them to fulfill their occupations, to work, to carry light ( laghu ) objects and to lift heavy {guru) things; this 
is why he asks if he is strong. There are people who, although convalescent and able to lift heavy things 
and carry light things, do not, however, enjoy their ease {sukhavihdratd); this is why he asks if he is 
enjoying his ease. 

Question. - If one is well and strong, why would one not enjoy one's ease? 

Answer. - There are poor people {daridra), frightened people and sad people who do not enjoy their ease; 
this is why he asks if he is enjoying his ease. 

Moreover, there are two ways of asking: asking about the physical {kayo) and asking about the mind 
{citta). Asking someone if they have but little suffering or torment, if they are healthy, alert and strong, is 
asking about the physical; asking if they are enjoying their ease is asking [131 c] about the mind. All the 
inner {ddhydytmika) and outer {bdhya) sicknesses are called bodily sicknesses {kdyavyadhi); desire {rdga), 
hatred {dvesa), envy {Trsyd), avarice ( mdtsarya ), grief ( arati ), fear {bhaya), etc. as well as the 98 anusayas, 
the 500 paiyavasthdnas and all types of wishes, hopes, etc., are called sicknesses of the mind {cittavyddhi). 
In order to ask someone about each of these sufferings, we ask them if they have but little torment and little 
suffering, if they are healthy and alert, if they are strong and if they are enjoying their ease. 


813 s ee Hobogirin, Byo, p. 232: "The body, this illness." 
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Question. - We can ask a man ( manusya) these questions but not a god (deva), and still less, a Buddha. 

Answer. - The body of the Buddha is of two types: 1 ) the body of emanation ( nirmdnakdya ), created by 
the superknowledges ( abhijnd ), 2) the body born from father and mother ( pitrmatrjakaya ). Since the body 
born from father and mother takes on (ddaddti ) the conditions of human life, it is not like the gods (deva) 
and we can question it according to human customs. 

Question. - All noble individuals ( drya) have a detached mind ( nirdsangacitta ); they do not cherish their 
body and do not hope for a long life, do not fear death and do not hope to be reborn; under these 
conditions, what use is it to ask about their health? 

Answer. - It is in order to conform to worldly customs (lokadharmdnuvartana) that [Samantarasmi] 
borrows the rules of human etiquette to question [Sakyamuni]. Sending someone to ask, [as Ratnakara] 
does], also conforms to human etiquette. 




Sutra'. Having taken these golden thousand-petalled lotuses, the Buddha Sakyamuni then threw them to the 
Buddhas of universes of the east as numerous as the sands of the Ganges (Atha khalu bhagavdn 
Sakyamunis tathdgatas tdni sahasrapattrdni suvarnanirbhdsani padmdni grhitva yena te purvasydm disi 
ganagdnadfvdlukopamesu lokadhdtusu buddhd bhagavantas tena prdksipat) 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha is unsurpassable; why does he throw flowers as offering to the Buddhas of 
the east? When the Buddha had found the Path, he said to himself: "Men are not worthy of reverence; their 
capacities are imperfect ( asiddha ). Indeed, who has the right to veneration in heaven and on earth in the ten 
directions? I, who would like a teacher ( sdstr ), will follow him." Then Brahma devaraja and the other gods 
said to the Buddha: "The Buddha has no superior ( anuttara ), no-one surpasses the Buddha." The Buddha 
himself also saw with his divine eye ( divyacaksus ) that in the three times (tiyadhvan), in the ten directions 
(dasasis), whether in heaven or on earth, that no-one surpassed the Buddha; and he said to himself: "I shall 
practice the Mahaprajnaparamita; now that 1 have become Buddha that is what I will venerate, that is what 
will be my teacher. I must respect, honor and serve its Dharma." - There was a tree called Hao kien 
(Sudrdha ?); this tree was at the center of the earth and had hundreds of branches and leaves; in one day it 
grew a hundred cubits (vyama). When this tree was fully grown, it sought out [another] big tree to take 
shelter under it. There was, at that time in the forest, a deity ( devatd) who said to the Hao kien tree: "There 
is no tree in the world bigger than you; all the trees should take shelter in your shadow." It is the same for 
the Buddha; for innumerable incalculable periods ( asamkhyeyakalpa ), he dwelled in the bodhisattva levels 
( bodhisattvabhiimi ); one day when he was seated under the tree of enlightenment ( bodhivrksa ) on the 
diamond throne (vajrasana), he discovered the true nature of all dharmas ( sarvadharmalaksana ) and 
attained the state of Buddha. Then he said: “Who is the venerable individual who can serve [132 a] me as 
teacher? I wish to honor him, respect him and serve him." Then Brahma devaraja and the other devas said 
to the Buddha: "The Buddha has no superior (anuttara)', nothing surpasses the Buddha." 
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Question: [If Sakyamuni is truly the greatest of beings], why does he want to worship ( puja ) the Buddhas 
of the east? 

Answer. - 7) The Buddha is without superior ( anuttara ); in the three times ( tiyadvan ), the ten directions 
( dasadis ), in heaven and on earth, no-one surpasses him; nevertheless, the Buddha can pay worship (puja) 
[to what he considers good]. Puja is higher ( agm ), medium ( madhya ) and lower (avard). Lower puja 
consists of honoring someone who is beneath oneself; higher puja consists of honoring someone who is 
above oneself; medium puja consists of honoring someone who is one's equal. The puja performed by 
Sakyamuni with regard to the other Buddhas is medium puja. [But Sakyamuni has also practiced the lower 
puja in the following circumstance]: 

When the bhiksunl Ta ngai tao (Mahaprajapatl) and her five hundred arhatl-bhiksunls entered nirvana all 
at the same time,^ ^ the upasakas in possession of the threefold Paths set up five hundred beds ( khatvd ) for 
the bhiksunls and the Caturmaharajikas set up a bed for Mahaprajapatl, Buddha's step-mother and nurse 
(dhdtrf). The Buddha himself placed before her body an incense-burner to burn perfumes in her honor. He 
said to the bhiksus: "Help me to pay homage to the body of my nurse." Immediately, these arhat-bhiksus, 
each by virtue of his bases of miraculous power (rddhipada), went to Mount Mo li (Malaya) to gather 
'cows'-head'(?) sandalwood ( gosfrsacandana ) and other aromatics and helped the Buddha build the funeral 
pyre. [For the Buddha,] this was a lower puja; in this way, without looking for any reward, the Buddha 
practices the pujas. 

2) Moreover, the Buddha alone can pay [suitable] puja to the Buddhas, for other people do not know the 
qualities ( guna) of the Buddhas. A stanza says: 

[Only] the wise can esteem the sciences, 

The books of the sciences and the joy of of the sciences. 

[Only] the wise know the sciences 

Like the snake [alone] knows the snake's feet. 

This is why the Buddhas, who are omniscient (sarvajna), can render [suitable] puja to the omniscience [of 
the other Buddhas]. 

3) Finally, the Buddhas of the ten directions ( dasadigbuddha ) from age to age have aided ( upakaroti ) the 
Buddha Sakyamuni: 


Mahaprajapatl GautamI, the Buddha's aunt, hearing the Buddha sneeze, wished him a long life. The Buddha 
remarked that wishing harmony in the samgha would be preferable. Then GautamI made the resolution to enter nirvana 
before anyone could leave the samgha. Five hundred nuns entered nirvana along with her. Gautamls nirvana is told in the 
Pali Apadana, II, p. 529-543; Tseng yi a han, T 125, k. 50, p. 822b-823b; Ta ngai tao pan ni yuan king, T 144, p. 867a- 
869b; Fo mou pan ni yuan king, T 145, p. 869b-870c; Ken pen chou... tsa che, T 1451, k. 10, p. 248a-249a (tr. S. Levi, 
Asvaghosa, le Sutralamkara et ses sources, JA, Jul.-Aug. 1908, p. 161-163); Ta tchouang yen louen king, T 201 (no. 68), 
k. 14, p. 333a-338a (tr. Huber, Sutralamkara, p. 386-402). - The scene is located either at Kapilavastu in the 
Nyagrodharama (T 1451) or at Vaisall in the Kutagarasala (T 125, T 144, T 145, and Hiuan tsang, Si yu ki, T 2087, k. 7, 
p. 908b28. 


459 



a. When Shakyamuni was a bodhisattva of the seventh bhumi ( saptamabhumi ),^15 he saw that all dharmas 
are empty ( sunya ), nonexistent (asat) without birth and cessation ( anutpanndniruddha); seeing this, his 
mind became detached from all the universes (lokadhdtu), he wanted to abandon the practice of the six 
virtues ( satparamita ) and enter into nirvana. He was like a man who, in a dream ( svapna ), builds a raft 
(kola) to cross over a big river and who feels sick because his arms are tired; in the middle of the stream, 
he wakes up out of his dream and says to himself: "Why do I imagine there is a river and that I must cross 
it?", and at once his worries have disappeared. In the same way, the Bodhisattva, having reached the 
seventh bhumi, acquired acceptance of the teaching of nonarising ( anupattikadharmaksdnti ), the course of 
his mind ( cittapravrtti ) stopped and he wanted to enter into nirvana, [When Sakyamuni was at this stage], 
the Buddhas of the ten directions emitted rays ( rasmi ) that illumined the Bodhisattva's body, and with their 
hands caressing his head, they said to him: "O son of good family (kulaputra), do not make that decision; 
remember your previous vow (purvanidhdna) which was to save beings. Without any doubt, you know 
emptiness (sunya), but beings are not liberated (vimukta) nevertheless. You must again gather the qualities 
(guna) necessary ro convert them. [132 b] Do not enter (read mo jou) into nirvana. You have not yet 
acquired the golden-colored body ( suvarnavarnakdya) or the thirty-two major marks (laksana) or the 
eighty minor marks (anuvyanjana) or the immense rays (apramdnarasmi) or the thirty-two acts [producing 
the marks]. You have just attained the Dharma relating to non-production (anutpadadharmapaiydya). Do 
not rejoice too much." Then, hearing the encouragement of the Buddhas, the Bodhisattva returned to his 
first decision, practiced the six virtues and set himself to save beings. Such was the help (upakara) that he 
received from the Buddhas when he reached Buddhahood. 

b. Moreover, when the Buddha had attained enlightenment, he had this thought: "This Dharma is very 
profound (gambhfra); beings are stupid (mudha) and of little merit. What can I do, I who have also been 
born into the world of the five poisons ( kasdya )?" Having had this thought, [he said to himself]: "Within 
this single Dharma, I will make three parts (bhdga), and these parts will be the three Vehicles (ydna ) by 
means of which I will save beings.16 When he had thought thus, the Buddhas of the ten directions 
(dasadigbuddha) caused rays to appear and they congratulated him, saying: "Good, good! When we were 
in the world of the five poisons, we too divided the single Dharma into three parts to save beings." Then 
hearing the voices of the Buddhas of the ten directions, the Buddha felt great joy (dnanda) and cried: 
"Homage to the Buddhas (namo buddhanat)." This is how the Buddhas of the ten directions rendered him 
great services by encouraging him and helping him several times, and [now], out of gratitude for all these 
benefits, [Sakyamuni] offers flowers to the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

The highest [Buddha] qualities do not exceed those of these lotuses. Why? Because these precious lotus 
bouquets (padmaratnasamcaya) are the result of the same Buddha qualities; these are not ordinary lotuses 
born on the water. Samantarasmi, a dharmakaya bodhisattva dwelling on the tenth bhumi, had brought 
these lotuses and scattered them on the Buddha Sakyamuni. The latter, knowing that the Buddhas of the ten 


The story of the Bodhisattva in the seventh bhumi is told in the Mahavastu, I, p. 127-136. 

It is the rule that the Buddhas preach the three Vehicles if they appear when the human life-span is decreasing from 
one hundred to ten years, i.e., when the five poisons are very strong (cf. Kosa, III, p. 193). 
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directions are a supreme field of merit (paramapunyaksetra). in turn offers [these same lotuses] whose 
value is thus doubled. Why? Because it is a Buddha who is offering them to the Buddhas. 

Actually, in the Buddhadharma, there are four types of gifts (daksina); 1 ) The donor ( ddyaka ) is pure and 
the recipient ( pratigrahaka ) impure; 2) The donor is impure and the recipient is pure; 3) Both the donor 
and the recipient are pure; 4) Both the donor and the recipient are impure.^ 17 Here the gift is made to the 
Buddhas of the east; it is doubly pure, both [in its donor and its recipient]; its merit {punya) is very great. 
This is why Sakyamuni offers flowers to the Buddhas of the ten directions. 

Question. - But the noble individuals [who make such meritorious gifts] will receive no reward because 
they will not be reborn; why do you say that the merit of this gift is very great? 

Answer. - Although there is no-one to enjoy this merit, it is great in itself; if anyone enjoyed it, the reward 
{vipdkd) would be infinite (apramana). But the noble individuals ( diya ) who renounce entering into 
nirvana because they know that conditioned dharmas are transitory ( anitya ) and empty ( simya ), also 
renounce this merit. It is like a glowing bubble of molten gold {hemapinda) the beauty of which the eye 
perceives but which cannot be touched because it would burn the hand. 

Those who have an ulcer {ganda, visphota) need an unguent ( vilepana ); those who do not have an ulcer do 
not need a remedy. Similarly, corporeal beings {dehin), ever tormented like an ulcer by hunger ( ksudh ), 
thirst {pipdsd ), cold ( sfta ) and heat ( usna ), use clothing, coverlets, food and [132 c] a temperate climate, 
which are like the unguent spread on an ulcer. If, out of love for the remedy, they do not use it to get rid of 
their ulcer, they would be stupid ( miidha ), for when one does not have an ulcer, the remedy is useless. The 
Buddhas think of the body as an ulcer and, because they have rejected this body-ulcer, they do not rejoice 
over the reward [for their merits]. This is why, although they have great merits, they do not receive the 
reward ( vipdka ). 




Sutra: These lotuses thrown [by Sakyamuni] filled the Buddha universes of the east as numerous as the 
sands of the Ganges (tais ca padmair ye purvasyam disi ganglmnadivdlukopamd buddhalokadhdtavas te 
paripurna abhuvan). 

Sdstra: Question. - How can these few lotuses fill so many universes? 


^ 1 7 Here the Mpps is reproducing a well-known canonical fonnula, without any reference, which may be found with 
some variations in DIgha, III, p. 231-232; Majjhima, III, p. 256; Anguttara, II, p. 80; Ta tsi fa men king, T 12, k. 1, p. 
228c27: Tchong a han, T 26, (no. 180), k. 47, p. 722b28. - Here, acc. to DIgha (l.c.) is the Pali fonnula: Catasso 
dakkhinavisuddhiyo. Atth' avuso dakkhina dmayakato visujjhati .... visujjhati pcitiggahcikato ca. - The Majjima and 
Anguttara explain that, in order to be pure, the donor and the recipient must be moral and of good quality {silavd 
kalyanadhammo ). 
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Answer. - 1) This is due to the Buddha's abhijnas; by virtue of the first eight, he can transform the dharmas 
at will, make small that which is big, make big that which is small, make heavy that which is light, make 
light that which is heavy, freely move at will without hindrance, shake the great earth, realize wishes. The 
great arhats possess all these eight masteries ( vasita); this is why the Buddha is able to fill the universes of 
the east that are as numerous as the sands of the Ganges with just a few flowers. 

2) Moreover, he wants to show beings that the future reward of their merits ( andgatapunyavipdka ) is 
comparable to these few lotuses that succeed in filling the universes of the east. 

2) Finally, he encourages the bodhisattvas of the east by saying to them: "Plant your merits in the Buddha- 
field ( buddhaksetra ) and the reward you will receive will be like these lotuses that fill innumerable lands. 
Although you come from afar, you will have joy ( ananda ). The reward for encountering this great field of 
merit ( punyaksetra ) is immense. 




Sutra'. On each of these lotuses there were bodhisattvas^^ sitting cross-legged preaching the six virtues. 
Those who heard them were settled in supreme perfect enlightenment ( tesu ca padmesu bodhisattvdh 
paiyahkam baddhvd nisanna abhuvan satparamitadharmadesanam desayantah. yais ca sattvaih sa 
dharmah srutas te niyatd abhuvan anuttarayam samyaksambodhau). 

Sdstra: Question. - The Buddha had previously created thousand-petalled lotuses of precious stones by the 
rays of his tongue; on each of them there was a seated Buddha; why are there bodhisattvas now seated on 
each lotus? 

Answer. - Previously, it was a question of lotuses created by the Buddha; this is why there were Buddhas 
seated on them. Flere it is a matter of lotuses offered by the bodhisattva Samantarasmi; this is why there are 
bodhisattvas seated on them. Previously, beings had to see the seated Buddhas in order to be saved; here 
they must see bodhisattvas in order to be saved. These bodhisattvas, seated cross-legged, are preaching the 
six virtues, and those who hear them are settled in supreme perfect enlightenment. 




Sutra: These monastic ( pravrajita ) and lay ( grhasta ) bodhisattvas, youths (ddraka) and maidens ( ddrikd ), 
bow their heads down to the feet of the Buddha Sakyamuni. Each of them express their worship ( sampujd ), 
obedience ( satkdra ), veneration ( sammdna ) and respect ( gurukdra ). These bodhisattas, monastic and lay, 
youths and maidens, one after another, by the power of their roots of good ( kusalamula ) and their merits 
(punya), pay homage to Shakyamuni, Buddha, [133a] arhat, samyaksambuddha. 


818 


In the Sanskrit text of the Pancavimsati (p. 14), it is Buddha forms ( buddhavigrciha ) that are seated on the lotuses. 
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Sastra : Here are the stanzas which they spoke: 

The Path which the arhats have travelled 

The Buddha has followed in the same way (tathd - dgata ). 

True nature and point of arrival 

Are the same for the Buddha and not otherwise. 

The aryas speak the truth 

The Buddha also speaks the truth. 

This is why the Buddha is given 

The epithet of Tathdgata : "Speaking the Tuth". 

With patience as breast-plate, his mind is firm; 

With exertion as bow, his strength is bent [like the bow] 
With the sharp arrow of his wisdom 
He slays his enemies (ari + han), pride, etc. 

He has the right to the complete worship 
Of gods and men; 

The is why we give to the Buddha 
The epithet of Arhat: "Having the Right". 

He knows full well the true nature of suffering. 

He also knows the origin of suffering, 

He knows the true nature of the cessation of suffering 
He knows also the Path of cessation of suffering. 

Completely ( samyak ) understanding the four truths, 

He dwells in equanimity ( sama ) and is immovable. 

This is why, in the ten directions, 

He is call Samyak - sam- buddha. 

He has obtained the three subtle sciences (vidyd). 

He is also endowed with pure practices ( carana ); 

This is why we call this Bhavgavat 
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Vidyd - carana - sampanna : "Endowed with the Sciences and Practices. 

Knowing all the dharmas 

He has followed ( gata) the marvellous Path. 

At the desired time, he preaches skillfully 
Because he has compassion for all. 

He has destroyed old age, sickness and death. 

To arrive at the place of safety (yogaksema): 

This is why we give to the Buddha 
The epithet of Sugata: "Well-Gone". 

He knows the origin of the world 
And also knows its cessation; 

This is why we give the Buddha 

The epithet of Lokavid: "Knower of the World". 

In regard to samadhi, sfla, prajna and sampasyana, 

He has no equal and, still less, no superior; 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Anuttara: "Without Superior". 

He saves beings with his great compassion. 

He guides them with his good Dharma; 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Purusasamyasdrathi: "Guide of Beings to be Converted" 
With wisdom free from the passions ( klesa ), 

He preaches supreme deliverance (vimoksa); 

This is why we give to the Buddha 

The epithet of Sdstd devamanusydnam: "Teacher of Gods and Men". 
[133 b] That which is mobile or immobile in the threefold world. 

Perishable or imperishable, 

He learned under the bodhi tree; 

This is why we call him Buddha. 





Sutra : In the south ( daksinasydm disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
{gangdnadfvdlukopamdn lokadhatun atikramya ) and at the extreme limit of these universes ( tebhyo yah 
sarvdvasdnikah), there is the universe called Li yi ts'ieyeou (Sarvasokapagata); its Buddha is named Wou 
yeou to (AsokasrI) and its bodhisattva Li yeou (Vigatasoka). - In the west ( pascimdydm disi), beyond 
universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is a 
universe called Mie ngo (Upasanta); its Buddha is called Pao chan (Ratnarcis) and its bodhisattva Yi pi 
(Caritramati). - In the north ( uttarasyam disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges 
and at the extreme limits of these universes, there is the universe called Cheng wang (Jayendra) and its 
bodhisattva To cheng (Jayadatta). - In the region of the nadir ( adhastdd disi), beyond universes as 
numerous as the sands of the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is the universe 
called Houa (Padma);819 its Buddha is called Houa to (PadmasrT)^-® and its bodhisattva Houa chang 
(Padmottara). - In the region of the zenith ( uparishtdd disi), beyond universes as numerous as the sands of 
the Ganges and at the extreme limit of these universes, there is the universe called Hi (Nanda); its Buddha 
is called/// to (Nandasrl) and its bodhisattva To hi (Nandadatta). 

In these universes everything occurred just as it did in the east. 

Sdstra: Question. - According to the Buddhadharma, the directions (dis) do not really exist. Why? Because 
they are not included ( samgrhrta) in the list of the five aggregates ( skandha ), the twelve bases of 
consciousness ( dyatana ) and the eighteen elements ( dhdtu ) [that embrace the totality of existent things]. 
Neither is there any mention of the directions in the four baskets of the Dharma ( dharmapitaka ).®21 
Similarly, one would search in vain for the causes and conditions ( hetupratyaya ) that would make these 
directions into real things. Then why speak here about the Buddhas of the ten directions and the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions? 

Answer. - It is in order to be in harmony with the traditions of conventional language ( lokasamvrti) that we 
speak of directions; but regardless of the search, their reality cannot be demonstrated. 


This universe is called Chan "Good" in the Chinese text, but Padmix "Lotus" (Chin. Houa) in the original Sanskrit of 
the Pancavimsati, p. 17. This last reading is the proper one (note that the names of all the universes are feminine; this is 
why Padmit ends with ’3). 

820 This Buddha is called Chan to "Beauty of the Good" in the Chinese text (Chin. Houa to), but PadmasrI "Beauty of the 
Lotus" (Chin. Houa to) in the Sanskrit text of the Pancavimsati, p. 17. This last reading is the proper one. 

821 Understand: there is no mention of these directions as truly existent things {dharma). 
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Question. - How can you say that they do not exist? If the directions are not in your four baskets of the 
Dharma ( dharmapitaka ), they are mentioned in my six baskets of the Dharma; "22 if they are not contained 
in your list of skandhas, ayatanas and dhatus, they are contained in my own dharams. 

Moreover, by virtue of its nature of existence, the dharma 'direction' exists and is eternal. Thus it is said in 
a sutra: "The place where the sun rises is in the eastern direction; the place where the sun sets is in the 
western direction; the place where the sun travels to is in the southern direction; the place where the sun 
does not travel to is in the northern direction." The sun has a threefold conjunction ( samyoga ): prior 
conjunction, actual conjunction and later conjunction. It is divided according to direction. The first 
direction with which it enters into conjunction is the east, then the south, and finally the west. The place 
where the sun does not travel is not counted. The specific nature ( laksana ) of the direction is the distinction 
between 'there' and 'here', between 'here' and 'there'. If the directions did not exist, these distinctions would 
be wrong and, since these distinctions constitute the specific nature of the direction, there would be no 
directions. 

Answer. - That is not correct. Mount Sumeru is situated at the center of the four continents; the sun makes 
a circuit around Sumeru and [successively] lights up the four continents ( dvfpaka ). When it is noon 
(madhyahna) in Uttarakum (northern continent), the sun is rising in Purvavideha (eastern continent) 
because, for the inhabitants of Purvavideha, [Uttarakum] is east. - When it is noon in Purvavideha (eastern 
continent), the sun is rising in Jambudvlpa (southern continent) because, for the inhabitants of Jambudvlpa, 
[Purvavideha] is east. 823 Therefore there is no initial term. Why? Because according to the course [of the 
sun], all directions are [successively] east, south, west and north.824 Therefore it is not true, as you said, 
that "the place where the sun rises is the eastern direction, the place where the sun sets is the western 
direction, the place where the sun travels to is the southern direction and the place where the sun does not 
travel to is the northern direction." Moreover, the place with which the sun does not enter into conjunction 
[namely, north] is not a direction because it is lacking the specific characteristic ( laksana ) of direction 
[namely, conjunction]. 

Question. - I was speaking of 'direction' in reference to one single country and you are basing your 
objection on four countries [namely, the four continents]. This is why the direction of the east is not 
without initial term. 


822 We know from k. 11, p. 143c that these four dharmapitakas are the Sutrapitaka, the Vinayapitaka, the 
Abhidharmapitaka and the Mixed Basket (Tsa tsang); for this last one, see Przyluski, Concile, p. 119-120. As for the six 
Baskets, this is the first time I [Lamotte] have heard of them. 

823 These facts are taken from the Cosmology of the DIrgha, Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 30), k. 22, p. 147c: "When it is noon 
in Jambudvlpa, the sun is setting in Purvavideha, rising in Godanlya, and it is midnight in Uttarakuru. - When it is noon in 
Uttarakuru, the sun is setting in Godanlya, rising in Purvavideha and it is midnight in Jambudvlpa. - When it is noon in 
Purvavideha, the sun is setting in Uttarakuru, rising in Jambudvlpa and it is midnight in Godanlya." - See also Kosa, III, 
p. 157. 

824 Tch'ang a han, T 1 (no. 30), k. 22, p. 147c: When Jambudvlpa is east, Purvavideha is west. When Jambudvlpa is 
west, Godanlya is east. When Godanlya is west, Uttarakuru is east. When Uttarakuru is west, Purvavideha is east." 
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Answer. - If, in one single land, the sun enters into conjunction with the east, that is limited (antavat); if it 
is limited, it is not eternal ( anitya ); if it is not eternal, it is not univerasl ( vyapin ). This is why the directions 
have only nominal existence and are not realities. 




Sutra'. Then this trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu was transformed into jewels; it was strewn with flowers, 
decorated with fabrics, banners and bouquets, adorned with perfume-trees and flowering arbors ( Atha 
khalo ayam trisahasramahasahasro lokadhatu ratnamayah samstliito 'bhut puspdbhikirnah. 
avasaktapattaddmakaldpo gandhavrksaih puspavrsais copasobhita ’bhut). 

Sastra : Question. - What is the miraculous power ( rddhibala ) that transforms the earth into jewels? 

Answer. - This transformation ( parindma ) is brought about by the immense miraculous power of the 
Buddha. People versed in spells ( mantra) and magic ( mdya ), the asuras, the nagarajas, the devas, etc., are 
able to transform small objects, but no-one other [than the Buddha], including Brahma devaraja, has the 
power to transform the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu into precious jewels. When the Buddha is in the 
fourth dhyana, the four minds of metamorphosis ( nirmdnacitta ) adorn ( alamkrta) the 
trisahasaramahasahasralokadhatu, with its flowers, perfumes and trees, in all its superiority. All beings in 
perfect agreement [at this sight] turn their minds to the good. 

Why does the Buddha adorn this universe? In order to preach the Prajnaparamita and also to honor the 
bodhisattvas of the ten directions who have come to visit him accompanied by gods and men. When the 
master of a household invites a noble individual, he adorns his home; if it is the leader of a country, he 
adorns his kingdom; if it is a cakravartin king, he adorns the four continents ( caturdvfpa ); if it is Brahma 
devaraja, he adorns the trisahasramahasahasralokadhatu. The Buddha himself adorns his universe for the 
chiefs of the universes of the ten directions - universes as numerous as the sands of the Ganges - i.e., for 
the foreign bodhisattvas ( desantarabodhisattva ) and for the gods and men who have come to visit him. He 
also wants people, on seeing the fairyland of the metamorphoses ( parinamavyuha ) that he has produced, to 
produce the great thought of enlightenment ( mahdbodhicitta ), feel pure joy ( visuddhamudita ), be inspired 
by the thought of enlightenment to accomplish the great acts ( mahdkarma ), obtain a great reward 
(mahdvipdka) from these great acts, profit from this great reward by producing the great thought once 
more, and thus, successively ( paramparavrdhi ) they succeed in attaining supreme perfect enlightenment 
(i anuttarasamyaksambodhi ). This is why the Buddha adorns this universe and transforms it into jewels. 

Question. - What is meant by jewels (ratna)l 

Answer. - There are four types of jewels: 7) Kin (suvarna), gold; 2) Yin (rajata, riipya), silver; 3) [134 a] P'i 
lieou li (vaidurya), lapis-lazuli; 4) P'o li (sphatika), crystal. 
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There are four more kinds of jewels:^-^ 1 ) gold; 2) silver; 2) lapis-lazuli; 4) crystal; 5) Tch’d k'iu 
(musaragalva) cat's-eye; 6) Ma nao (asmagarbha) emerald; 7) Tch'e tchen tchou (lohitamukti), red pearl. 
[Note by Kumarajlva: This pearl is very precious; it is not Chan hou (pravada, vidruma), coral]. 

There are yet other jewels: 1 ) Mo lo k'ie t'o (marakata), emerald [this pearl is extracted from the beak of the 
golden-winged gamda bird; it is green in color and it counteracts poisons); 2) Yin t'o ni lo (indranlla), 
sapphire [pearl of celestial azure]; 3) Mo ho ni lo (mahamla) 'great blue' pearl; 4) Po mo lo k'ie 
(padmaraga), ruby [bright red pearl]; 5) Yue cho (vajra) diamond; 6) Long tchou (nagamani), naga pearl; 7) 
Jouyi tchou (cintamani), precious stone that grants all the wishes of its owner; S) Yu, jade; 9) Pei (sankha) 
conch; 10) Chan hou (pravada, vidruma), coral; 11) Hou p'e (trinamani) amber, etc. All these are called 
jewel ( ratna ). 

These jewels are of three types, human jewels ( manusyaratna ), divine jewels ( divyaratna) and bodhisattva 
jewels ( bodhisattvaratna ). 

Human jewels have minimum power and have merely a bright pure color; they combat poisons (visa), 
demons (pisdca), and shadows ( tamas ); they also combat all the sufferings of hunger ( ksudh ), thirst 
(pipdsd ), cold (sfta) and heat ( usna ). 

Divine jewels are larger and more powerful; they always accompnay the gods; one can give orders to them 
and communicate with them; they are light and not heavy. 

Bodhisattva jewels surpass the divine jewels; they combine the benefits of human and divine jewels. They 
allow all beings to know the place of their death and birth, their history ( niddna), their beginning and their 
end (purvdpardnta ): it is like a clear mirror (parisuddddarsa) where a person can contemplate their 
reflection. Moreover, the bodhisattva jewels can emit the various sounds of the Dharma (dharmasvara). As 
for the crown jewel (ratnamukuta) that adorns their head, it rains down flags ( dhvaja ), banners (pataka ), 
bouquets of flowers (puspaddma) and all kinds of offerings (pujdpariskdra) onto the Buddhas of the 
innumerable universes of the ten directions; it is a way of paying homage to the Buddhas. It also rains 
down clothing (vastra), coverlets, beds (sayana), seats (dsana) and means of livelihood (djiva): it causes 
everything that answers the needs of beings to rain down and gives them to beings. 

These various jewels remove the poverty (ddridiya) and the suffering (duhkha) of beings. 

Question. - Where do these marvellous jewels come from? 

Answer. - Gold (suvarna) comes from rocks, sand and red copper. - [Red] pearls (lohitamukti) come from 
fish stomachs, bamboo and snakes' heads. - Naga pearl ( nagamani) comes from the heads of nagas. - Coral 
(pravada, vidruma) comes from petrified trees found in the sea. - Conch (sankha) comes from insects. - 
Silver (rajata, rupya) comes from burned rocks. - The other jewels, lapis-lazuli (vaidurya), crystal 
(sphotika), etc., all come from caves. - The Cintamani comes from the Buddha's relics (buddhasanra); 


Classic list of seven jewels, occurring in, e.g., Milinda, p. 267; Divyavadana, p. 297; Saddliarmapundarlka, p. 151; 
Sukhavatlvyuha, v. 16; Samgraha, p. 318; Mahavyutpatti, no. 5943 seq. - See Bumouf, Lotus, p. 319-321; Finot, Les 
lapidaires indiens, Paris, 1896. 
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when the Dharma will have disappeared, all the Buddha's relics will change into cintamani. Similarly, at 
the end of a thousand years, water will change into crystal ( sphotika ) pearls. 

All these jewels are the usual jewels found among mankind; but the universes adorned (, alamkrta ) by the 
Buddha have far more value and cannot be obtained even by the gods. Why? Because they come from the 
great qualities of the Buddha. 

The perfumed trees ( gandhavrksa ) are: 1) the A k'ie leou (agaru),826 Agalloche [tree with the perfume of 
honey]; 2) the To k’ie leou (tagara),827 Tabernciemoriatana coronaria [very perfumed tree]; 2) the Tchan 
t'an (candana), sandalwood, and other species of perfumed trees. 828 

The flowering trees (puspavrksa ) are: 1 ) the Tchan p'ou (jambhu), Eugenia jambolana [tree with white 
flowers]; 2) the A chou kia (asoka) Jonesia asoka [tree 'without a care']; 3) the P'o ho kia lo [tree with red 
flowers], and others. 




Sutra'. The universe Houa tsi (Padmavati) has been mentioned which belongs [to the Buddha] P'ou houa 
(Samantakusuma), where the bodhisattva Miao to (ManjusrI), the bodhisattva Chan tchouyi (Susthitamati) 
and other very powerful bodhisattvas dwell (tadyathdpi nama Padmavati [134 b] lokadhdtuh 
Samanatakusumasya tathdgatasya buddhaksetram yatra Manjusrih kumdrabhutah prativasati Susthimatis 
ca bodhisattvah anye ca mahaujaskd bodhisattvah). 

Sdstra. - Question. - Why compare [the Saha universe thus transformed] with the Padmavati universe? 

Answer. - Because the [Padmavati] universe always has pure lotuses and the [Saha] universe, after it has 
been transformed, resembles it. In making comparisons ( upamdna ). we customarily compare the smallest 
with the biggest; in this way we compare the beauty of a man's face with the full moon ( purnamasa ). 

Question. - But in the ten directions, there are other pure universes (parisuddhalokadhdtu ) such as the 
Ngan lo (SukhavatT) of the Buddha A mi t'o (Amitabha), etc. Why take only the Padmavati universe as 
comparison? 

Answer. - The universe of the Buddha Amitabha is not like the Padmavati universe. Why? Although the 
Buddha [Lokesvararaja] guided the biksu Fa tsi (Dharmakara) in the ten directions to contemplate the pure 


j n Sanskrit, agaru or aguru (cf. Avadanasataka, I, p. 24; Divyavadana, p. 158, 315, 327); in Pali, akalu or again (cf. 
Milinda, p. 338). The word also occurs in Hebrew and Greek. 

827 Most likely Tagara, attested in Vinaya, I, p. 303; Itivuttaka, p. 68, Milinda, p. 338, Divyavadana, p. 158, 327. 

828 Thggg gandhavrksa furnish precious essences used as perfumes. Milinda, p. 338, tells of a man whose body is 

anointed with agaru, tagara, tallsaka ( Flacourtia cataphracta ) and red sandalwood 

(i akalutagaratalisakalojitacandanulittagatto ). 
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universes, the qualities ( guna ) and the power ( bala ) of this bhiksu were [too] weak and he was unable to 
see the supremely pure universes.^29 This is why the universes are not alike. 

Furthermore, when the Buddha [Sakyamuni] transforms the [Saha] universe, he gives it a resemblance 
(sddrsya) to the Padmavatl universe. This is why it is compared here to the Padmavatl universe. 

Question. - There are other great bodhisattvas such as P'i mo lo k'i (Vimalaklrti), Kouan che yin 
(Avalokitesvara), Pien ki (Samanatabhadra), etc. Why mention only the bodhisattvas who reside in the 
[Padmavatl] universe and be limited to citing the bodhisattvas Wen chon che li (Manjusn) and Chan tchou 
yi (Susthitamati)? 

Answer. - From all the pores of his skin ( ekaikaromakupa ), the bodhisattva Samantabhadra ceaselessly 
emits buddha-universes with Buddhas and bodhisattvas who fill the ten directions; as he transforms beings, 
he has no fixed residence. Dividing and transforming his body, the bodhisattva Manjusn penetrates into the 
five destinies ( pahcagati) and sometimes acts as a sravaka, sometimes as a pratyekabuddha and sometimes 
as a Buddha. It is said in the Cheou lengyen san mei king (Suramgamasamadhisutra):^^^ "The bodhisattva 
Manjusn in the past was the Buddha Long tchong tsouen (Naga... ); for 72 koti of lifetimes, he was a 
pratyekabuddha"; his previous abodes [can be listed and described]. But for the bodhisattva 
Samanatabhadra, it is impossible to count, describe and know his [successive] abodes because, if he abides 
anywhere, it is in all the universes [without distinction]. This is why the sutra does not mention him here. 

Besides, by speaking of 'other very powerful bodhisattvas', the sutra refers to Samantabhadra and all the 
great bodhisattvas as a whole ( sdmdnyatah ). 


s ee Mpps, k. 50, p. 418a-b: "The Buddha Che tseu tsai wang (Lokesvararaja) led the bhiksu Fa tsi (Dharmakara) in 
the ten directions and showed him the pure universes." This bhiksu is none other than the future Buddha Amitabha whose 
births are told in the Sukhavatlvyuha (ed. M. Muller and B. Nanjio in Anecdota Oxoniensis, vol. I, part II, Oxford, 1883; 
tr. M. Muller, Buddhist Mahayana Sutras, SBE, vol. 49, part II) and its six Chinese translations (T 360, 361, 362, 363, 
364, 310[5]). The Hobogirin, Amida, p. 26, summarizes this work as follows: At the time of the Buddha Lokesvara, the 
53rd Buddha after Dipamkara, a king had the thought of enlightenment from having heard the sermons of this Buddha. He 
abandoned his throne and became a monk under the name of Dharmakara. Upon the prayer of this monk, the Buddha 
Lokesvararaja showed him the good and the evil of gods and men and the merits and demerits of the different realms of 
the 210 million Buddha realms which he showed him. The monk spent five kalpas reflecting in order make a choice and 
to acquire the pure practices with which one can adorn a Buddha realm; then he went again to the same Buddha and 
pronouced the 48 vows, the main one of which is the 18th, formulated by T 360 as follows: "Supposing that I succeed in 
becoming Buddha, if beings of the ten directions, believing in me and loving me wholeheartedly, make the wish to be 
reborn in my realm to the extent of ten thoughts, if they are not reborn there, may I not receive supreme perfect 
enlightenment, except only for those guilty of the five sins of immediate retribution and slander against the holy 
Dhanna." [In the Sanskrit text, this vow is the 19th and is formulated in v. 8, no. 10 as follows: Sa can me bhagavdn 
bodhipraptasyaprameyasamkhyeyesu buddhaksetresu .... samyaksambodhim abhisambuddheyam. Then he accumulated 
the practices so that his vows were realized and he became the perfect Buddha Amitayus in his western paradise where he 
he has already reigned for ten kalpas. 

830 ch ou [ en g y en san me i king, T 642, k. 2, p. 644a. 
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Sutra : Then the Buddha knew that all the universes, with the world of the gods ( devaloka ), the world of 
Brahma ( brahmaloka ), the sramanas and the brahmanas, the gods ( deva ), the gandharvas, the asuras, etc., 
and the bodhisattva-mahasattvas who are to accede to the state of Buddhahood ( kumdrabhuta ) were all 
gathered together ( samnipatita ). 

Sdstra: Question. - The miraculous power ( rddhibala ) of the Buddha is immense ( apramdna ). If the beings 
of the ten directions all came to the assembly, all the universes would be empty ( sunya ); on the other hand, 
if they did not all come, the immense power of the Buddha would betray its powerlessness. 

[134 c] Answer. - It is impossible that they all come. Why? Because the Buddha universes are infinite 
(ananta) and limitless {apramdna). If all [their inhabitants] came [to the assembly], they would be limited. 

Besides, the ten directions each have their Buddhas who also preach the Prajnaparamita. Thus, in the 43rd 
chapter of the Prajnaparamita, a thousand Buddhas appear in each of the ten directions and they each 
preach the Prajnaparamita. 8 3 1 This is why it is impossible that all beings come [to Sakyamuni's assembly.] 

Question. - If the Buddhas of the ten directions each preach the Prajnaparamita, why do the bodhisattvas of 
the ten directions [visit Sakyamuni]? 

Answer. - As we have already said in the chapter on the coming of bodhisattva Samantarasmi, these 
bodhisattvas come on account of Sakyamuni. 

Moreover, these bodhisattvas were bound by their previous vow ( purvapranidhana ): "If there is a place 
where the Prajnaparamita is being preached", [they had said], "we will go there to listen and pay homage"; 
this is why they come from afar to accumulate the qualities ( guna ) themselves. They also want to give a 
teaching ( desana ) to beings, [saying to them]: "We have come from afar to pay homage ipujd) to the 
Dharma; why do you, who live in this universe, not pay homage to it?" 

Question. - The Buddha does not cling {sakta) to the Dharma. Why then does he manifest his miraculous 
power {rddhibala) seven times to guide beings to come together as a crowd? 

Answer. - The Prajnaparamita is very profound ( gambhfra ), difficult to know {durjneya), difficult to 
understand ( durvigdhya) and inconceivable (acintya). And so, [when the Buddha wants to preach it], he 
gathers the great bodhisattvas together around himself. Thus the beginners {navayanasamprasthita), 
[seeing these grave bodhisattvas listening to the Buddha], are led to have faith in his teaching, for if people 
do not believe the words of ordinary men, they should have faith [in the evidence] of grave important 
people. 


This concerns the 43rd chapter of the Pancavimasati by Kumarajlva, T 223, k. 12, p. 310a: "By his miraculous 
power, the Buddha saw in the east a thousand Buddhas who were preaching the Dharma. Having such and such 

characteristics and such and such names, they were preaching this chapter of the Prajnaparamita.In the south, the west, 

and the north, in the four intermediate directions and at the zentih and the nadir, there were groups of a thousand Buddhas 
of this kind in each of the directions. 
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Question. - [When the sutra describes the assembly surrounding the Buddha], why does it mention the 
world of gods ( devaloka ), the world of Mara ( maraloka ) and the world of Brahma ( brahmaloka )? It should 
simply say "the world of gods and men": that would be enough. Among the ten [traditional] epithets [of the 
Buddha], there is one that calls him 'Master of Gods and Men' (sasta devamanusyanam ); this is why gods 
and men should be mentioned here. 

Answer. - The gods who have the divine eye ( divyacaksus ) the divine ear ( divyasrotra ), keen faculties 
( tiksnendriya ) and wisdom ( prajna ) have flocked together voluntarily. This is why the sutra mentions the 
world of gods ( devaloka ) here. 

Question. - The 'world of gods' already includes the Maras and the Brahmas. Why does the sutra mention 
the Maras and the Brahmas separately? 

Answer. - There are three great leaders^ 1 ? among the gods: 

1) Sakra devanam indrah is the leader of two classes of gods, [the Caturmaharajika and the Trayastrimsa]. 

2) King Mara is the leader of six classes of gods of the world of desire or kamadhatu: [Caturmaharajika, 
Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati and Paranirmitavasavartin]. 

2) Mahabrahma is the leader of the Brahmaloka. 

Question. - The Yama, Tusita and Nirmanarati gods also have leaders; why are there only three leaders of 
the gods? 

Answer. - [A special mention is reserved for these three great gods because they are the best known]: 

Sakra devanam indrah resides above ground like the Buddha; he is constantly near the Buddha; he is very 
famous (yasas ) and people know him well. 

King Mara constantly comes to bother the Buddha and he is leader of the whole world of desire 
(, kamadhatu ); the Yama, Tusita and Nirmanarati gods all depend on him. Moreover, the gods of the 
threefold world ( traidhdtuka) are included ( samgrhita ) in 'the world of gods', and as Mara is leader of [the 
first of these worlds], namely, the world of desire ( kamadhatu ), the sutra mentions [135 a] him separately 
( prthak ). Finally, Mara usually torments the Buddha, but today he has come to listen to the Prajnaparamita 
so that the other people may progress ( vrdh -) in their faith ( sraddhd ). 

Question. [The second world, i.e.,] the form realm ( rupadhatu ), involves a large number of heavens; why 
does the sutra mention only the brahma heaven ( brahmaloka ) here? 

Answer. - The gods who surpass [the Brahmaloka] are without awareness and do not like distractions 
(. cittaviksepa ); they are less well-known. On the other hand, the Brahmaloka, which does involve the four 
kinds of consciousness ( vijndna ), is easily known. Besides, the Brahmaloka is closer. Furthermore, Brahma 


In order to understand the following discussion, the division of the gods into the six heavens of kamadhatu nd the 
seventeen heavens of rupadhatu should be remembered. See, e.g., Kosa, III, p. 1-2; Kirfel, Kosmogrciphie des Inder, p. 
190-198. 
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is synonymous with the purity of renunciation ( vairagyavisuddhi ); by speaking of Brahmaloka here, we 
include all the gods of the form realm as a whole ( samanyatah ). 

Furthermore, the other gods have no entourage. At the beginning of the kalpa, when he was born, Brahma 
devaraja was dwelling alone in the palace of Brahma ( brahmavimdna ) without any companion. Feeling 
bored, he thought: "Why should I not give birth to some companions?" At this moment, some Abhasvara 
gods whose life had come to an end, were reborn surrounding him as he had wished. King Brahma then 
thought: "These gods previously did not exist; they are born according to my wish; I am able to engender 
these gods." At the same moment, the Abhasvara gods also on their part had this thought: "We are born 
from king Brahma; king Brahma is our father. "833 - This is why the sutra limits itself to mentioning the 
Brahmaloka here. 

Finally, the gods of the second, third and fourth dhyanas [i.e., the gods higher than the Brahmaloka who 
are identified with the first dhyana], see the Buddha, hear the Dharma or assist the bodhisattvas in the 
desire realm ( kamadhatu ), whereas visual consciousness ( caksurvijnana ), auditory consciousness 
( srotravijiidna ) and tactile (, kayavijndna ) exist in the Brahmaloka. 834 This is why the brahmaloka is 
mentioned separately. 

Question. - Why does the sutra mention only sramanas and brahmanas and not speak about kings ( rdjan ), 
householders ( grhapati ) and other kinds of people? 

Answer. - Wise people are of two kinds, sramanas and brahamanas. The monastics who have left home 
( pravrajita ) are sramanas; the lay people who remain at home are called brahmanas.835 Other people give 


8^3 This episode which illustrates the naive pride of Brahma is drawn from the Brahmajalasutta: Dlgha, I, p. 17-18, retold 
in Dirgha, III, p. 28-29); Tch'ang a han, T 1, no. 21, k. 14, p. 90b-c; ibid. no. 30, k. 22, p. 143a; Fan wang lieou ch eul 
kien king, T 21, p. 266b. Flere are some extracts from the Pali text: 

Hoti kho so, bhikkhave, samayoyam kadmaci kcircihaci dighassa ciddhuno .... mayampana amhcipcicchd upapanrtd ti." 

The corresponding Sanskrit text is cited in full in the Kosavyakhya, p. 448; here are some extracts: 

Bhavciti, bhiksavah, sa samayo yad ayam lokah samvartate. Samvartamana loke .... nirmitah. Eso 'smakam asya sattva 
Esvaro yavatpitrbhuto bhavanam." 

For a discussion of this sutra, see P'i p'o cha, t 1545, k. 98, p. 508 seq. 

834 The six gods of kamadhatu and the gods of the first dhyana (the world of Brahma) who are "different in body and 
concept" ( ndndtvakdyasamjnin ) are directly in contact with the desire realm by means of their faculties. This is not the 
case for the higher gods who must change their level in order to communicate with material beings. See the theory of 
vijnanasthiti in Kosa, III, p. 16. In agreement with these ideas, it should be recalled that, according to the Vijnaptimatrata 
school, Sanskrit, the language of the gods, is spoken only among the gods of the first dhyana; from the second dhyana on, 
there is no longer any reasoning, therefore no language either (cf. Hobogirin, Bon, p. 119). 

835 The expression 'sramana-brahmana' is often used in Buddhist texts; sometimes the sramanas are contrasted with the 
brahmanas, sometimes the two words are used together to designate, in a general way, the 'leaders in religious life'. On 
this subject, consult the note by T.W. Rhys-Davids, Dialogues of the Buddha, II, p. 165, the study of R.O. Franke, 
Dighanikaya in Auwahl, p. 305 seq., the information collected in Hobogirin, Baramon, p. 52-54, and the bibliography on 
this subject in Lav., Dogme et Philosophic, p. 165-166. Nowadays we have a tendency to think of the sramanas as 
dissidents and heretics and the brahmanas as orthodox. Actually, - and the present passage of the Mpps nears this out, - 
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themselves up to worldly pleasures ( lokasukha ); this is why the sutra does not speak of them. The 
brahmanas use wisdom (prajna) and look for merit (punya ) those who have left home all seek the Path 
(mdrga); this is why the sutra limits itself to talking about the sramanas and brahmanas. We call those of 
pure family up to seven generations and who have taken the precepts ( silasddana) at the age of six years 
brahmanas. - The qualities of the Path and wisdom are found among the sramanas and the brahmanas; this 
is why they are spoken of here. 

Question. - Why does the sutra, which sometimes speaks of 'the realm of the gods' ( devaloka ), again speak 
of 'the gods' ( deva ) here? 

Answer. - The 'realm of the gods' designated the heaven of the Caturmaharajika and Sakra gods; 'Mara' 
designated the Paranirmitavasavartin and 'Brahma' gods, the form realm ( rupadhdtu ). Here the words 'gods' 
{deva) means the gods of the desire realm (, kamadhatu ) [who have not yet been mentioned], namely, the 
Yamas, Tusitas, Nirmanaratis, the Ngai chen (?), etc. The Ngai chen reside at the top of the six classes of 
gods; as their shape and color are very fine, they are called Ngai chen "Admirable Form". 836 

Question. - Why does the sutra menion only the gandharvas and not the other asuras or the nagarajas? 

Answer. - The gandharvas are divine artists who accompany the gods;837 their predispositions are gentle 
( mahju ) but their merits, their qualities and their power are minimal;838 they are lower than the devas and 
the asuras. 839 They are classed in the asura destiny (asuragati), wheras the nagarajas, 'dragon-kings', are 
classed in the animal destiny ( tiiyaggati ^.840 j| lc kimnaras also are divine artists who depend on the gods. 
The king of the gandharvas is called T'ong long mo (Druma)841 [in the Ts'in language, 'Tree']. Gandharvas 


what distinguishes them are less the opinions which they profess than the style of life they adopt. The sramanas are the 
wandering mendicants ( pravrajita) while the brahmanas are the pious lay people residing at home ( grhasta ); both groups 
come into the category of wise people (prajhavat). 

836 f 0 m y [Lamotte's] knowledge, these Ngai chen are not mentioned elsewhere. It must be remembered that originally 
Buddhism knew only six levels of heavens, occupied by the Caturmaharajika, Trayastrimsa, Yama, Tusita, Nirmanarati 
and Paranirmitavasavartin gods respectively. In order to reach the auspicious number of seven, the Brahmakayika gods of 
the Brahmaloka were added, sometimes followed by the Taduttarideva "the gods who are superior to them" (cf. Kirfel, 
Kosmogrciphie der Inder, p. 190-191). No doubt the addition of the Ngai chen responds to a concern of this kind. It was 
only later that the seven celestial stahges were mulriplied by three and even by four. 

83? They include in their ranks the heavenly musicians, Pancasiklia and Suriyavaccasa, the daughter of Timbaru 
(DIgha, II, p. 264). 

838 [ n order to be reborn among the gandharvas, it is enough to have practiced a lower form of sila (DIgha, II, p. 212, 
271). 

839 The gandharvas form the lower group ( sabbanihma kaya) of gods (DIgha, II, p. 212); they are the subjects of 
Dhrtrarastra, one of the four Caturmaharajikadevas (DIgha, III,p. 197) 

840 ■p[ le Anguttara, IV, p. 200, 294, 207, places them together in the great ocean: Puna ca param bhante mahdsamuddo 
.... asura nciga gandhabbci. 

841 Drama, king of the kimnaras and not of the gandharvas, is completely ignored in the Pali sources, but well-known in 
the Sanskrit sources. He appears in the Dmmakimnararaja-pariprccha, of which there are two Chinese translations due 
respectively to Tche tch'an (T 624) and Kumarajlva (T 625) and one Tibetan translation entitled Mi ham cihi rgyalpo Ijon 
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and kimnaras habitually reside in two places: their usual residence is on the Ten-Jewel Mountain 
(i dasaratnagiri ); but sometimes in the heavens, they play music for the gods. These two types of beings are 
not subject to the alternations of high and low. [By contrast], the people who inhabit the four continents 
{caturdvfpaka) have four different lifespans: those who have a very long life ( atidirghdyusa ) can live an 
incalculable number of years, those who have a very short life ( atyalpdyusa ) live only ten years.^^The 
asuras are malevolent ( dustacitta ) by nature and quarrelsome, but they do not break the precepts (sfla) and 
cultivate merit. 843 They are born in dwellings at the edge of the ocean and also have cities and palaces. 844 
The asura kings are named P'i mo tche top’o li (Vemacitra asurinda)845 and Lo heou lo (Rahu).846 

It is said^7 that once Rahu asurinda wanted to swallow Yue (Candima, god of the moon). The devaputra 
Candima, frightened, went at once to the Buddha and spoke this stanza: 


pas €us pa, Mdo XII, 6 (Csoma-Feer, p. 3 253; OKC, no. 824, p. 314). The Saddharmapundarika, p. 4, knows four 
kimnara kings: Drama, Mahadharma, Sudharma and Dharmadhara. - But Drama is best known from the adventures of his 
daughter, the kimnarl Manohara, captured by the hunters of king Sucandrima, wed by prince Sudhanu (Sudhana), pursued 
by her father-in-law Subahu, retrieved in the Himalaya by her husband and finally brought back in triumph to Hastiapura. 
This story, where Drama plays a very minor role, occurs in the following sources: 

Sanskrit sources: Mahavastu, II, p. 94-115; SrTkimnaryataka ; - Avadanakalpalata, ch. LXIV, vol. II, p. 318-413: 
Sudhanakimnaryavadana; - Bhadrakalpavadana, chap. XXIX. 

Chinese sources: Lieou tou tsi king, T 152, no. 83, k. 8, p. 44b-46b (tr. Chavannes, Contes, I, p. 292-304); - Ken pen chou 
... yao che, T 1448, k. 13-14, p. 59bl6-64c25. 

Tibetan sources: Schiefner-Ralston, Tibetan Tales, p. 44-74. 

Iconography: Barabudur: A Foucher, Notes d'archeologie bouddhique, BEFEO, IX, 1909, p.12-18 and fig. 6-9; - 
Nagarjunikonda: J. Ph. Vogel, The Man in the Well and some other Subjects illustrated at Nagarjunikonda, RAA, XI, 
1937, p. 119-121 and pi. XXXVI. 

In Uttarakuru, the human life is a thousand years; in Godamya, five hundred years; in Purvavideha, two hundred and 
fifty years; in Jambudvlpa, it is incalculable at the beginning of the cosmic age, but diminishes progressively down to ten 
years at the end of the kalpa. Cf. Kosa, III, p. 172. 

^43 On the role of the asuras in Buddhism, see Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 172. 

844 Their dwellings are described in Tch'ang a han, T 1, k. 20, p. 129b-130a. 

845 Asurinda is a common name designating a chief or a king of the asuras; it is sometimes applied to Vemacitra, 
sometimes to Rahu. 

846 -pjjg | agt c i larac ter, lo, is superfluous and should be removed. 

847 Here the Mpps is quoting the Candimasutta, but its text differs both from the Chinese version of the Tsa a han, T 99 , 
no. 583, k. 22, p. 155a-b) cf. T 100, no, 167, k. 9, p. 436a) and the Pali version of the Samyutta, I, p. 50 (tr. Kindred 
Sayings, I, p. 71-72; Geiger, I, p. 80-81). To faciliate the comparison, here is the translation of Tsa a ham and the Pali text 
of the Samyutta: 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 22, p. 155a: Thus have I heard. Once the Buddha was dwelling at SravastI in the Jetavana, in the 
garden of Anathapindada. At that time, Rahu, king of the asuras, was blocking Candima, the devaputra. Then full of 
terror, Candima devaputra came to the Buddha and having bowed his head to the Buddha's feet, stood aside and spoke 
these stanzas of praise to the Buddha: 

"Homage to you, great hero 

Who triumphs over all your obstacles. 
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I am exposed to suffering. 

That is why I take refuge [in you]. 

I, the devaputra Candima 
Take refuge in the Sugata; 

May the Buddha, who has compassion for the world 
Liberate me from the asura." 

Then the Bhagavat replied with these stanzas: 

"[The moon] chases away the shadows, 

Its rays illumine space 

Its brightness ( vairocana ) is pure 

And its rays brilliant. 

Rahu conceals you in space: 

Quickly release that which has the appearance of a flying hare ( sasamka)." 

Rahu, the asura, 

Immediately released the moon and went away, 

Body sweating 
Terrified and ill at ease. 

Spirit dimmed, mind troubled, 

One might have said like a very sick man. 

At that time, an asura named P'o tche (Vemacitra), seeing the asura Rahu release the moon quickly and return, said the 
following stanza to him: 

Asura Rahu, 

Why do you release the moon? 

Body all asweat 

You are like a very sick man. 

The asura Rahu answered with this stanza: 

Gautama cursed me with a stanza. 

If I did not release the moon immediately, 

My head would break into seven pieces, 

I would suffer the pain of near death. 

The asura Vemacitra continued with this stanza: 

That is extraordinary that the Buddha 
Knows how to protect the world. 

By speaking one stanza, he has forced 
Rahu to release the moon. 

When the Buddha had finished this sutra, Candima devaputra rejoiced at the words he had heard from the Buddha and, 
having bowed to him, he went away. 

Samyutta, I, p. 50: Savatthiyam viharati. Tena khopana ascimayena Candima dvaputto Rdlnma asurindena gahito .... no 
ce munceyya Candimanti // 

The Tibetan Bkah gyur contains two translations of this sutra entitled ‘zha bahi mdo’. The first is in Mdo XXVI, 28 (cf. 
Csoma-Feer, p. 281; OKC, no. 997, p. 384): it is from the Sanskrit and almost corresponds to the translation given by the 
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Endowed with great wisdom, Buddha Bhagavat, 

I take refuge in you. Homage to you! 

This Rahu is tormenting me; 

I would like to ask the Buddha to grant me his protection out of his compassion. 

The Buddha spoke to Rahu with this stanza: 

The moon ( candra ) is resplendent in illumining the shadows, 

In space ( dkdsa ) it is a great lamp. 

Its color is pure white; it has a thousand rays. 

Do not swallow the moon; let it go immediately. 

Then Rahu, sweating with fear, let go of the moon at once. Vemacitra asurinda, seeing Rahu frightened and 
releasing the moon, spoke this stanza: 

O Rahu, why then 

Do you release the moon in your fear? 

You are sweating drops of sweat like a sick man. 

What is this fear and this anxiety? 

Then Rahu replied with this stanza: 

The Bhagavat has given me this commnd with a verse: 

If I do not release the moon, my head would split into seven pieces. 

As long as I live, I would have no rest. 

This is why I release the moon. 

Vemacitra spoke this stanza: 

The Buddhas are very difficult to meet, 

It is only at distant intervals that they appear in the world. 

Since [the Buddha] has spoken this pure stanza 
Rahu has released the moon. 


Tsa a han above; L. Feer has made a French translation in Extraits, p. 411-413. The second is translated from the Pali and 
occurs in Mdo XXX, 24 (cf. Csoma-Feer, p. 290; OKC, no. 738, p. 228). 


477 



Question, - Why does the sutra not mention the damned ( naraka), the animals (t iiyagyoni) and the pretas? 

Answer. - The damned (naraka), whose minds are distracted (viksepa) by their great suffering, are not able 
to receive the Dharma; the animals ( tiryagyoni), who are stupid ( mudha ) and of closed mind (avricitta), are 
not able to undergo conversion; as for the pretas who are burned by the fire of hunger ( ksudh ) and thirst 
(pipdsd ), they do not succeed in receiving the Dharma. 

[135 c] Moreover, among the animals and the pretas, a few come to hear the Dharma; they conceive 
meritorious sentiments but are unable to embrace the Path (marga). This is why the sutra does not mention 
them. 

Question. -If that is so, then the sutra should not speak of the gandharvas or the asuras either. Why? 
Because these beings have already been included ( samgrhita ) in the preta destiny.848 


848 j n order to understand the discussion which follows, it should be noted that the ‘Questioner' assumed here represents 
the side of Katyayanlputra and defends the theories of the Sarvastivadin Abhidhanna. The latter accept only five gati or 
destinies (see, e.g., the Samghltiparyaya, T 1536, k. 11, p. 415c); doing this, they are faithful to the canonical teachings 
which, with a few exceptions (DIgha, III, p. 264) recognize only five gati (cf. DIgha, III, p. 234; Majjhima, I, p. 73; 
Samyutta, V, p. 474; Ariguttara, IV, p. 459); these are first the three bad destinies ( durgati) - the damned (naraka), the 
animals ( tiryagyoni ) and the pretas - which must be placed among the eight aksana, the conditions in which it it is 
difficult, if not impssible, to see the Buddha or hear the Dharma; these are the two good destinies (sugati) , of the gods 
(dev) and of men, humans (manusya), where it is easy to acquire the Path. 

The scholars who accept only five gati find it difficult to place the asuras. Here, our 'Questioner' places them, along with 
the gandharvas, in the preta gati, and the Vibhasa (T 1545, k. 172, p. 867a-c) does the same. Others, such as the author of 
the Yogacaryabhumi (T 1570, k, 4), places them among the gods. But most often the asuras belong to several gati at the 
same time, either the preta and the animal (Saddharmasartyupasthana, T 721, k. 18-21) or preta, animal and gods 
(Gathasutra, cited in T 1723, k. 2), or preta, human, gods and animal (Suramgamasutra, T 945, k. 9). These referencxes 
are from Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 42. See also P. Mus, La lumiere sur les six Voies, p. 155, 175, etc. 

The position adopted by the Mpps is quite different. It criticizes the Sarvastivadin Katyanlputra for wanting to put into the 
lower destiny of the pretas an asura as pious as Punarvasu's mother, a yaksa as famous as Vajrapani, a kimnara as 
powerful as Druma. Then it comments, wrongly it is true, that the Buddha had never fixed at five the number of the gati 
and that such a limitation is the doing of the Sarvastivadin school. Finally, calling on the Vatslputrlyas as witness, it 
proclaims the need for a sixth gati where the asuras and gandharvas "whose merits are many" are placed and which 
cannot be confused with the damned, the animals and the pretas who populate the lower gati. Returning later (k. 39, p. 
280a) to this subject, it will conclude: "Previously, five gati were spoken of; today we must add the asura gati." 

Yet other texts accept six gati in place of five: an isolated passage of the DTgha (III, p. 264); Petavatthu, IV, 11: the 
Andhaka and Uttarapathaka of the Kathavatthu, VIII, p. 360 (cf. Rh. D., Points of controversy, p. 211); the Sadgatikarika, 
stanza 94, which accepts the asura gati (cf. P, Mus, Six voies, p. 282; T 726, p. 457b); the Dharmasamgraha, v. 135, 346, 
372 (but five gati on p. 131). 

It may be asked if Nagarjuna of the Mpps, who here shows himself to be a strong partisan of six gatis, is the same as the 
nihilist Nagarjuna, author of the Madh. karika who accepts only five (cf. Madh. vrtti, p. 269, 1. 9; p. 304, 1. 4). On the 
other hand and contrary to the assertion of Poussin in Kosa, III, p. 11, the Nagarjuna of the Suhrillekha lists six gatis (cf. 
T 1673, p. 750cl). 
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Answer. - The Buddha did not say that; why do you claim that they are included in this destiny? That is an 
[unwarranted] statement by Kia tchan yen tseu (Katyayamputra), etc. The asuras have a power equal to that 
of the gods, sometimes in their battles, they even win over the gods. 849 j^e gandharvas are the divine 
artists who enjoy happiness equal to that of the gods; they have wisdom (prajna ) and can distinguish the 
beautiful from the ugly. Why could they not receive the Dharma of the Path? See for example, in the Tsa a 
han (Samyuktagama), in the chapter about the gods ( devasamyukta ), the story of the mother of the asura 
Fou na p'o seou (Punarvasu). 850 j n the CO urse of his travels, the Buddha spent the night in her home; 
when the Bhagavat was preaching the ambrosia ( amrta ) of the holy Dharma, her two children, daughter 
and son, began to cry. The mother quieted them with this stanza: 

Do not cry, Yu tan lo (Uttarika), 

Do not cry, Fou na p'o seou (Punarvasu), 

So that I can hear the Dharma and find the path. 

You too should find it like me. 

This is why we know that, even among the asuras, there are some who obtain the Path. 

Furthermore, in the Mahayana, the hero ( vfra ) Mi tsi kin kang (Guhyaka Vajrapani)851 prevails over all the 
bodhisattvas and all the more, over all men. 


849 The battles between the asuras and the gods are a banal theme told in steretypical fromulas: Digha, II, p. 285; 
Majjhima, I, p. 253; Samyutta, I, p. 216, 223; IV, p. 201; V, p. 447; Ahguttara, IV, p. 432. - References to Chinese 
sources in Hobogirin, Ashura, p. 43. 

850 The beginning of the Punabbasusuttanta of which we have the Pali version (Samyutta, I, p. 209-210) and two 
Chinese translations: Tsa a han, T 99, no. 1322, k. 49, p. 362c-363a; T 100, no. 321, k. 15, p. 481a. There are a few 
diffrences between these sources: 

Samyutta, I, p. 209: Ekam samayam Bhagava Savatthiyam viharati JetavaneAnathapindaikassa armam .... dhammam 
sossami satthuno // 

Tsa a han, T 99, k. 49, p. 362c: Thus have I heard. Once the Buddha was travelling among the people of the Magadha 
kingdom with his great assembly. He came to the place where the mother of the young yaksa Punarva was dwelling and 
spent the night there. Then the Bhagavat preached a sermon about the noble truths ( dryasatyapratisamyuktadharma ) to 
his bhiksus: the noble truths of suffering ( duhkha ), the origin of suffering ( duhkhasamudaya ), the cessation of suffering 
(i duhkhanirodha ) and the path leading to the cessation of suffering (duhkhanirodhagamim pratipat). At that time, the two 
young children of the yaksinl, her son Punarvasu and her daughter Uttara, began to cry during the night. Then the mother 
of Punarvasu scolded her son and daughter with these stanzas: 

"You, Punaravsu, and you, Uttara, do not cry 

So that I may be able to hear the Dharma preached by the Tathagata". 

Other details may be found in Sarattha, I, p. 309-311. 

851 Vajrapani, of the yaksa clan, thunder (va/>a)-bearer and tutelary spirit of the Buddha (cf. Lalitavistara, p. 66, 219). 
He has already appeared in the canonical sources (Digha, I, p. 95; Majjhima, I, p. 231) and his importance increases with 
time. See Foucher, Art Greco-bouddhique, II, p. 48-64. 
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When T'ouen louen mo (Drama), king of the kimnaras and gandharvas, came to the Buddha to play the lute 
and praise the Buddha, three thousand universes were shaken; even Mahakasyapa was uncomfortable on 
his seat.85- How could such individuals be unable to obtain thePath? 

When the asurarajas and the nagarajas come to the Buddha to question him about the profound Dharma 
(gambhiradharma ), the Buddha is flexible to their questions and answers their queries on the profound 
meaning ( gambhfrartha ). How can you say that they are unable to obtain the Path? 

Question. - Of the five destinies (pancagati ), the Buddha, teacher of gods and men (sdstd 
devamanusyanam), does not include the three bad destinies ( durgati ). As they have no merit and do not 
participate in the Path, the nagas all fall into the bad destinies. 

Answer. - The Buddha never spoke explicitly about the five destinies. The five destinies are an invention 
of the school of the Chou yi ts'ie Teoz/853(s arV astivada), but the school of the P'o ts'o fou tou lou 
(Vatsiputriya) accepts the existence of six destinies. 

Moreover, there must be six destinies. Why? Because the three bad destinies are exclusively ( ekdntena ) 
places of punishment (pdpasthdna). But if the merits are many and the sins ( dpatti ) are rare, as is the case 
for the asuras, gandharvas, etc., the place of birth ( upapattisthdna ) should be different. This is why six 
destinies must be posited. 

Finally, even in the three bad destinies, there are beings who obtain the Path; but, as their merits are rare, 
[in general] we say that they do not possess the Path. 

As for the expression 'bodhisattva before acceding to the state of Buddhahood', see what has previously 
been said. 


852 The Mpps will return twice to this episode: k. 11, p. 139b, and k. 17, p. 188b: "When Drama, king of the kimnaras, 
along with 84,000 kimnaras, came to the Buddha to play the lute, sing verses and pay homage to the Buddha, Sumeru, 
king of mountains, all the trees on the mountain, the people and animals, all began to dance. The assembly surrounding 
the Buddha, including Mahakasyapa, could not sit still on their seats. Then the bodhisattva T'ien siu asked the ayusmat 
Mahakasyapa: Old man, previously you were foremost among those who observed the twelve dhutas: why do you not sit 
still on your seat? - Mahakasyapa answerd: “The five desires of the threefold world do not shake me, but the abhijha of 
the bodhisattva [Drama], by virtue of the fruit of retribution of the qualities (gunavipdkabaldt ), put me in such a state that 
I can no longer stay quiet." - This episode is taken from the Dramakimnararaja-paripriccha, T 624, k. 1, p. 351c; T 625, k. 
l,p. 371a. 

853 The orc i er 0 f the words should be corrected; I [Lamotte] read: wou tao tcho che chouyi ts'ie yeoupou seng so chou. 
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